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September 11, 2008

The purpose of this memo is to provide an update on ongoing activities of the Massachusetts Department
of Public Health's Bureau of Environmental Health (MDPHIBEH) related to the New Bedford High
School, Keith Middle School, and surrounding neighborhood ..

Serum PCB Blood Testing

Since June of this year, MDPHIBEH's contractor (John Snow Institute, Inc.) completed interviews with
117 individuals who expressed interest in having their blood tested for PCBs. A questionnaire was
administered to each individual to assess their potential for exposure to PCBs either because of
employment or attendance at either New Bedford High School or the Keith Middle School, or because of
living in the neighborhood around the schools. Because fewer individuals requested interviews than
expected, MDPH will be able to offer serum PCB blood testing to all those interviewed but as part of two
separate groups. Some individuals will be offered blood testing because of their affiliation with the
schools or neighborhood and a higher potential for exposure to PCBs, while others with a lower potential
for exposure to PCBs will be offered blood testing as a community service. MDPH anticipates sending
letters within the next few· weeks to all those who participated with a schedule and location for blood
testing as well as a consent form to be signed and returned before the blood test. Once MDPH receives
the signed consent form back, MDPH will call each participant to schedule an appointment for their blood
draw.

Blood serum samples will be analyzed for PCBs by the MDPH State Laboratory in Jamaica Plain. The'
State Laboratory has reported that they expect the analyses to take place over the next several months.
Once all laboratory analyses have been completed, individuals will receive a confidential letter with their
blood test results. A report summarizing the findings of the blood tests will also be prepared by BEH; to
protect participants' confidentiality, no individual results with identifying information will be released to
the public. Only summary statistics will be provided.




