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Comment Proponent's Response

A-1
The tunnel proposed in the second NPC is no longer a part of the project. The Preferred Alternative 
in the FEIS/FEIR would not relocate New Plainville Road, would not require a tunnel, and would 
have no impact on surface water or groundwater adjacent to the Acushnet Cedar Swamp.

A-2

The project's design has been refined throughout the planning process to minimize impacts to 
wetlands and wildlife habitat. Options for preserving, replacing, and enhancing wetlands and wildlife 
habitat have been identified and developed for the FEIS/FEIR. Details on wetland impacts and 
mitigation are provided in Section 4.4, Wetlands and Waterways . Details on habitat impacts and 
mitigation are provided in Section 4.6, Threatened and Endangered Species .

A-3
Section 4.4.8 provides details on the proposed wetland mitigation, including the proposed 
construction sequence. Wetland mitigation would be performed concurrently with the construction of 
the proposed safety area improvements and is expected to begin in 2010.

A-4
Section 4.4.8 provides details on the proposed wetland mitigation, including specific designs for 
each proposed mitigation site, estimated costs, implementation responsibilities, and funding 
sources.

A-5 Like the alternatives in the second NPC, the Preferred Alternative in the FEIS/FEIR is focused on 
safety improvements and reduced environmental impacts.

A-6
Wildlife habitat surveys were conducted where suitable habitat was present on-site for rare species 
or where rare species were documented previously on-site. Habitat areas identified are discussed in 
Section 4.6, Threatened and Endangered Species .

A-7

The NHESP noted that the proponent may be able to propose an adequate Eastern box turtle 
mitigation plan without conducting such a survey. NHESP has been engaged during the 
development of the FEIS/FEIR in order to identify opportunities to protect and promote wildlife 
habitat at New Bedford Airport.

A-8
A copy of the current Vegetation Management Plan is provided in Appendix G. Section 4.6, 
Threatened and Endangered Species , identifies existing habitats and potential impacts from the 
VMP as well as from the proposed project.

A-9 An overall management plan that assesses habitat at the Airport and proposes mitigation in detail 
will be provided in a Conservation and Management Plan that will be completed at a later date.

A-10

Section 4.6, Threatened and Endangered Species , identifies existing habitats, analyzes potential 
impacts, and proposes various ways to mitigate for impacts. An overall management plan that 
assesses habitat at the Airport and proposes mitigation in detail will be provided in a Conservation 
and Management Plan that will be completed at a later date.

A-11
The FEIS/FEIR includes drainage plans, hydrologic analyses, and proposed BMPs to meet the 
Stormwater Management Standards. The proposed drainage and potential effects on water quality 
and wetland resource areas are discussed in Section 4.3, Water Quality .

A-12

The Preferred Alternative in the FEIS/FEIR would involve minor increases in impervious surfaces 
and no new pollutant sources. Infiltration would be provided to offset any changes in groundwater 
recharge, resulting in no anticipated hydrologic changes to the Paskamansett River and no impacts 
to groundwater resources, including the Dartmouth wells.

A-13

Given the highly developed watershed and the large developed areas downgradient of the Airport, it 
is unreasonable to expect that a series of monitoring wells, installed and monitored over a relatively 
short time period, could provide statistically reliable data on the incremental effect of constructing 
small areas of new pavement at the Airport. The proposed Airport improvements will be designed in 
full compliance with the DEP Stormwater Standards and will maintain existing groundwater 
recharge rates. Therefore, monitoring wells are not required to protect water quality. 

A-14 The Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan and Spill Contingency Plan are both being updated. A 
copy of the Airport's current Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan is provided in Appendix F.

A-15

Mitigation measures for stormwater are discussed in Section 4.3.4 of the FEIS/FEIR. The Preferred 
Alternative does not involve tunneling New Plainville Road and would have no impact on the 
Acushnet Cedar Swamp. As the Preferred Alternative includes only the safety improvements for 
Runway 5-23, the scope of the drainage analysis has been narrowed to match.
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A-16

The Preferred Alternative includes safety improvements for Runway 5-23 only and does not propose 
changes to Runway 14-32 or to the general aviation facilities at this time. Therefore, the drainage 
analysis and stormwater management measures apply to a smaller area than that considered for 
the DEIS.

A-17
The tunnel proposed in the second NPC is no longer a part of the project. The Preferred Alternative 
in the FEIS/FEIR would not relocate New Plainville Road, would not require a tunnel, and would 
have no impact on surface water or groundwater adjacent to the Acushnet Cedar Swamp.

A-18

The project's design has been refined throughout the planning process to minimize impacts to 
wetlands and wildlife habitat, which includes minimizing impervious areas. The proposed RSAs for 
Runway 5-23 for the Preferred Alternative are turf rather than pavement or EMAS, thereby reducing 
impervious surfaces significantly.

A-19

EMAS has been considered for the RSAs at New Bedford Airport and has been dismissed due to 
excessive cost. The proposed RSAs for Runway 5-23 for the Preferred Alternative are turf rather 
than pavement or EMAS. Section 3.2, Runway Safety Area Design Options , discusses the 
feasibility of EMAS instead of standard RSAs. 

A-20
LID techniques such as vegetated swales, vegetated filter strips, and infiltration basins are all 
included in the drainage design in order to improve water quality and maximize groundwater 
recharge. Stormwater management measures are discussed in Section 4.3.4.

A-21
The Preferred Alternative in the FEIS/FEIR involves safety improvements only, would require no 
roadway modifications, and would not change passenger demand or operations at the Airport. 
Therefore, there would be no effect on local traffic.

A-22

As discussed in Section 4.2, Noise , the City plans to hold a public meeting in the FEIS/FEIR review 
period to discuss the proposed safety improvements and noise concerns. Following this meeting, 
the proponent will evaluate installing one or more permanent noise monitors in key locations and 
developing a system to track noise complaints. 

A-23

All reseeding and replanting activities will involve native plant species to promote compatibility with 
local habitat. There will be no construction adjacent to Article 97 lands. NHESP, DCR, MassDEP, 
and both the New Bedford Conservation Commission and Dartmouth Conservation Commission will 
be consulted as appropriate for any replanting activities that could affect Article 97 lands or 
designated endangered species habitat.

A-24
Construction refueling and maintenance will be performed on appropriate impervious surfaces at 
the Airport in order to protect environmental resources. Contractors will be required to use low-sulfur 
diesel fuel and emissions controls on construction equipment.

A-25 Chapter 5 of the FEIS/FEIR contains a proposed Section 61 finding. This chapter documents all 
mitigation commitments, including their costs, responsible parties, and implementation schedules.

A-26 Responses to the comments received are contained in Appendices A, B, and C.

A-27
A circulation list is included in the FEIS/FEIR. All parties that have commented on the Project (either 
on the DEIS or on the NPC) are included on this list. Copies will be made available at the New 
Bedford and Dartmouth public libraries as well as the Airport's website.
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