
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEETING: COMMITTEE ON EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
DATE: OCTOBER 28, 2013 
TIME: 7:05 P.M. 
PLACE: CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER, ROOM 214, MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
 
PRESENT: COUNCILLORS JAMES OLIVEIRA, CHAIRMAN; BRUCE DUARTE, JR., VICE-

CHAIRMAN; DAVID ALVES; STEVE MARTINS 
 
ABSENT: COUNCILLOR BRIAN GOMES 
 

*   *   * 
 Councillor Oliveira called the Committee on Employment Opportunities to order and took attendance. 

*   *   *    
 
 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a thorough briefing from K. G. Urban Enterprises regarding its vision 
for a proposed Casino located in New Bedford and the corresponding benefit of Employment Opportunities for 
our residents was received and placed on file by Councillor Martins and seconded by Councillor Duarte. (1) 
 
 Councillor Oliveira made a statement that this meeting should not be seen as either an endorsement or a 
rejection of the idea of having casino gambling in the City of New Bedford, but rather as simply an 
informational meeting.   
 

Councillor Alves asked Andrew Stern of K. G. Urban to address the Council about its proposal for a 
casino in New Bedford. 
 

Mr. Stern introduced himself as the Managing Director and Principal in K. G. Urban Enterprises and 
thanked the City Council for their support thus far.  Stressing his Firm’s commitment to this project, he declared 
that, at $80,000,000, this will be the largest private “public works” project ever seen in this area; and that price 
tag is before the casino is even built.  
 

Mr. Stern introduced Steve Gallaway of GMA Marketing, who made a presentation to the Committee.  
Councillor Alves received and placed on file the handout from Mr. Gallaway, which was seconded by 
Councillor Duarte. 
 

Mr. Gallaway took the Committee Members through the presentation and explained everything from the 
number of jobs that would be created, both in construction and permanent, to the economic benefit the casino 
would have on the surrounding businesses and city and region as a whole.  He estimated that over four million 
people would visit the casino each year. 
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Councillor Oliveira asked what K. G. Urban might be willing to do for the city as far as job training, etc.  
Mr. Stern replied that while the casino would train its employees, things like donating dollars and/or making 
investments into things like the WIB, etc. would be negotiated into the “Host Community Agreement.” 
 Mr. Roger Brunado, Secretary of the Local 691 Painters and Allied Trades asked Mr. Stern if his 
company would:  
 A. Be willing to negotiate a PLA 
 B. Allow employees to organize and join a Union 
 
 Mr. Stern replied, that he could not imagine a project of this size being done without a PLA; however, 
while they are in the stages of still trying to attract investors and partners, he is not going to go on the record as 
saying whether or not he would either encourage or discourage labor organization. 
 
 Councillor Duarte made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Councillor Alves. 
 
  This meeting adjourned @ 8:32 p.m. 
 
     ATTEST: 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Clerk of Committees 


