
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEETING: COMMITTEE ON MEMORIALS & DEDICATIONS 
DATE: FEBRUARY 20, 2013 
TIME: 7:16 P.M. 
PLACE: COUNCILLOR WILLIAM SALTZMAN ANTECHAMBER, ROOM 213, MUNICIPAL 

BUILDING 
 
PRESENT: COUNCILLORS BRUCE DUARTE, JR., CHAIRMAN; DAVID ALVES, VICE-

CHAIRMAN; BRIAN GOMES (7:20); JANE GONSALVES; STEVEN MARTINS 
 
ABSENT: NO ONE 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   

*   *   * 
 Councillor Duarte called the Memorials & Dedications Committee Meeting to order and took 
attendance.  A MEMO from Councillor Lopes stating he would either be late or unable to attend due to his 
attendance at a South End Neighborhood Group meeting was read into the record and received and placed on 
file by Councillor Alves and seconded by Councillor Martins.  

*   *   * 
 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a Written Motion, Councillors Pimental, Morad, Pina, Gonsalves and 
Coelho requesting that the Committee on Memorials & Dedications look into the possibility of placing a 
Memorial in the City of New Bedford for the Women who served in the Armed Forces (Ref’d 7/20/06, Tabled 
9/24/12) was removed from the table by Councillor Alves and seconded by Councillor Gonsalves. (1) 
 
 The ladies from the Veterans’ Group stated that at a recent meeting, they decided they would like to 
have incorporated into the monument, a place to hold an American Flag.  They stated the importance of it being 
portable and the need for a mechanism for easy installation and removal of the flag when necessary.   
 

They also updated the Committee that there is currently $1,327.00 in their account as of 2-16-2013.  
They added that they are still expecting funds from Linda Morad’s recent breakfast event and the Joe Camara 
Fund, which both had promised them significant funds.  They stated that they are also on the verge of sending 
out a direct mail fundraising piece very soon.   
 

Discussion then turned to when an appropriate “ground breaking day” would be.  Councillor Duarte 
stated he would like to see it be Memorial Day.  Councillor Gonsalves suggested that prior to hosting a ground-
breaking ceremony; the Committee should have at least half the money.  There was also some discussion about 
Memorial Day being the day – potentially that there is already a lot going on that day.  However, through 
discussion it was decided that, at least for now, Memorial Day might be the best date.   
 

Councillor Gonsalves asked the ladies for an update on their fundraising plans and ideas.  They 
responded that they are looking into making and selling t-shirts.  Also, the following events/scenarios were 
discussed:  Shows, Cocktail-type parties, concerts, t-shirt sales, state grants, etc.  were all discussed and 
mentioned as possible fundraising activities.  The fundraising goal was said to be a total of at least $30,000.   
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Councillor Gomes thought it would be best to send out the Direct Mail initiative while thinking of a 
good event to hold and when to hold it.  There seemed to be general agreement about this.  Councillor Duarte 
thought a June event would work well, considering they want to dedicate the monument on Veterans’ Day 
2013.  Councillor Gonsalves also suggested that the ladies sponsor and enter a float into the Memorial Day 
Parade to bring attention to the cause.   
 
 On motion by Councillor Alves and seconded by Councillor Gonsalves, the Committee VOTED:  To 
table this matter to the next meeting on March 20, 2013.  This motion passed on a voice vote. 
 

*   *   * 
 
 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a Written Motion, Councillors Gomes, Saunders and Lopes, 
requesting, that the Special Committee on Memorials and Dedications meet with Jeff Costa, Chairman of 
Financing and Marketing, Deb Shrader, President and Committee members of the Fisherman’s’ Tribute Fund, 
for the purposes of discussing the possibility of erecting a Fisherman’s Memorial to be located at Monkey’s 
Island on East Rodney French Boulevard, north of East Beach (Ref’d 3/22/12, 5/22/12 – tabled, letters, 9/24/12 
– tabled until next meeting for an update on the memorial, 11/26/12 – Send letter to Mayor asking him for a 
land transfer and to respond within 30 days) was removed from the table by Councillor Alves and seconded by 
Councillor Gonsalves. (2) 
 

Mr. Derek Frates, the Site and Design Chairman for the Fisherman’s Tribute Fund stated that they 
received a letter from the Mayor’s Office giving them the ok to use Monkey’s Island as the site of the 
monument and pledging his office’s full support.  He said they will now focus on raising the remaining needed 
funds.  They have raised approximately 90,000 and need approximately another $30,000. 
 

On motion by Councillor Alves and seconded by Councillor Gonsalves, the Committee VOTED:  To 
table this matter to the next meeting on 3/20/13.  This motion passed on a voice vote. 

 
Councillor Alves made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Councillor Martins. 
 

 This meeting adjourned @ 7:55 p.m. 
 

ATTEST: 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Clerk of Committees 


