
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEETING: COMMITTEE ON MEMORIALS & DEDICATIONS 
DATE: MAY 20, 2013 
TIME: 7:10 P.M. 
PLACE: COUNCILLOR WILLIAM SALTZMAN ANTECHAMBER, ROOM 213, MUNICIPAL 

BUILDING 
 
PRESENT: COUNCILLORS BRUCE DUARTE, JR, CHAIRMAN; DAVID ALVES, VICE-

CHAIRMAN; BRIAN GOMES; JANE GONSALVES (7:30); STEVEN MARTINS 
 
ABSENT:  
 
ALSO PRESENT:  COUNCILLOR JOSEPH LOPES 
 

*   *   * 
 Councillor Duarte called the Memorials and Dedications meeting to order and took attendance. He read 
a Memo from Councillor Gonsalves explaining she would be late due to a work conflict.   

*   *   * 
 

 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a Written Motion, Councillors Pimental, Morad, Pina, Gonsalves, and 
Coelho requesting that the Committee on Memorials and Dedications look into the possibility of placing a 
Memorial in the City of New Bedford for the Women who served in the Armed Forces  (Ref’d 7/20/06, tabled 
11/26/07, tabled 5/28/08 – Press Release by Committee promoting a “Tea” to which the Women Veterans be 
invited and ideas could be discussed, 4/11/11 – tabled, 5/9/11 – tabled, 6/28/11 – tabled, 5/22/12 – tabled, 
6/12/12 – table – hold next meeting at Military Museum, 8/8/12 – tabled, 9/11/12 – tabled, 9/24/12 – tabled, 
2/20/13 – tabled) was received and placed on file by Councillor Alves and seconded by Councillor Gomes. (1) 
 
 On motion by Councillor Alves and seconded by Councillor Gomes, the Committee VOTED: To wave 
the reading of this item and table until the invitees are in attendance. 

*   *   * 
 

 Notice, City Clerk of reference of  a Written Motion, Councillors Gomes, Saunders and Lopes, 
requesting, that the Special Committee on Memorials and Dedications meet with Jeff Costa, Chairman of 
Financing and Marketing, Deb Shrader, President and Committee members of the Fisherman’s’ Tribute Fund, 
for the purposes of discussing the possibility of erecting a Fisherman’s Memorial to be located at Monkey’s 
Island on East Rodney French Boulevard, north of East Beach (Ref’d 3/22/12, 5/22/12 – tabled, letters, 9/24/12 
– tabled, 11/26/12 – letter to the Mayor, 2/20/13 -tabled) was removed from the table on motion by  Councillor 
Gomes and seconded by Councillor Alves. (2) 
 
 Fisherman’s Tribute Fund President Ms. Deb Shrader explained to the Committee that Jeff Costa was no 
longer the Financing/Marketing Chairman for the fund and had been replaced by Ms. Susan Bragdon. 
 
 Ms. Shrader gave the Committee a brief update on the progress of erecting a Fisherman’s Memorial and 
explained that this project is being held up because of funding for the infrastructure of the path leading up to the 
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monument.  She informed the Committee that they intend to start the project in the spring and their goal is to 
have the Memorial ready for next year’s Memorial Day.  She also explained that it’s her hope that it brings 
tourism and history to New Bedford by this monument be included on field trips to Fort Tabor and that this new 
monument will be named “Fisherman’s Tribute Plaza”.   
 
 Councillor Gomes brought up the “By the Wharf” Program, which Ms. Shrader explained every effort 
should be sought to point out that, New Bedford is the #1 dollar making Fishing Port in the Country, which was 
a founding idea in the constructing of this monument.  Councillor Gomes asked how much money would be 
needed to finish the monument and Ms. Shrader replied about $20,000.00.  
 
 On a related motion by Councillor Gomes and seconded by Councillor Alves, the Committee VOTED:   
That the Clerk of Committees meet with Deb Shrader and Sue Bragdon for the purpose of constructing a letter 
from the Committee requesting donations from local producers and processing plants across the City. This 
motion passed on a voice vote.  
 

*   *   * 
 

 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a Written Motion, Councillor Gomes, requesting that the Special 
Committee on Memorials and Dedications meet with the Administration for the purpose of discussing a suitable 
site for a Memorial honoring the late Senator Edward M. Kennedy, for his 47 Years of Service of Dedication 
and Representation to our Country, Commonwealth and our City while serving in the United States Senate, 
seeing that Senator Kennedy’s ties to the City of New Bedford were infused by his many actions to help this 
City and it’s Citizens and the people who were dedicated to and supported the Senator; further, in this 
Councillor’s opinion, a suitable location for a dedication would be the completion of the hurricane dike 
walkway reflecting the late Senator’s love for the City, and for the ocean; further that this recommendation be 
forwarded to the Special Committee on Memorials and Dedications to work with the Army Corps of Engineers; 
and further requesting that, if the hurricane dike walkway is not feasible, then the Committee, along with the 
Administration, look for another location to memorialize the late Senator Edward M. Kennedy (Ref’d 9/10/09, 
5/22/12 - tabled, letters), was removed from the table by Councillor Alves and seconded by Councillor Gomes. 
(3) 
 
 Christina Connelly, a Representative of the Mayor, addressed the Committee with an update of what has 
been going on with selecting a suitable site for this memorial.  She explained that she has been working with 
close friends and colleagues of the late Senator and reported that they suggested that any Memorial made for the 
Senator should reflect the legislative work that he’s done for the City of New Bedford.  Ms. Connelly stated that 
in her opinion some aspect building within the Whaling National Historical Park would be the most fitting 
tribute to him.  She informed the Committee that she spoke to the Director of the Whaling National Historical 
Park Jennifer Nersesian and there’s federal legislation around naming something in the National Historic Park, 
so she is trying to find out more information on that but Ms. Nersesian was receptive to the idea. 
  
 On motion by Councillor Gomes and seconded by Councillor Martins, the Committee VOTED: To table 
this item until we get federal approval confirmation to build this memorial in the Whaling National Historical 
Park. This motion passed on a voice vote.  

*   *   * 
 Notice, City Clerk of reference a Written Motion, Councillor Gomes, requesting that the Special 
Committee on Memorials and Dedications, along with the Lang Administration, discuss and complete the 
dedication of City Hall Square, naming it Joseph Theodore, Jr. City Hall Square, which is long overdue tribute 
to a great patriot; and further, that the Committee make the appropriate arrangements for this dedication to take 
place this spring or summer, in the remembrance of Joe Theodore, one of the greatest Citizen’s of New Bedford 
and the United States of America – he  truly loved America and its people (Ref’d 5/11/10, 2/28/11- tabled, 
4/11/11 – tabled, 5/9/11 – tabled, 5/22/12 – tabled, letter to family, 9/24/12 – table until next meeting - invite 



Theodore’s and Ms. Connelly, 11/26/12 – tabled) was removed from the table on motion by Councillor Gomes 
and seconded by Councillor Martins. (4)  
 
 Christina Connelly presented a rendering of what said plaque would look like. She told the Committee 
that the cost would be approximately $3,000.00 for the memorial stone, lighting, etc. and stated it would 
probably be ready for summer.  
 
 Councillor Gomes stated that he felt the rendering of the idea that Ms. Connelly presented for the 
commemoration and was a very beautiful and fitting memorial.  He thanked her for her initiative on the concept 
in what the Committee was looking for.  He liked that the Memorial would stand out and would also attract 
tourism.  
 
 On motion by Councillor Gomes and seconded by Councillor Martins, the Committee VOTED: To table 
this item. This motion was passed on a voice vote. 

*   *   * 
 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a Written Motion, Councillors Saunders, Gonsalves, Alves, Martins, 
Dehner, Duarte, Gomes, and Lopes, requesting to rename a portion of Shawmut Avenue, from Nash Road to the 
New Bedford Regional Airport to ARNOLD B. CAMARA AVENUE, in memory of Mr. Camara for his 
contribution to the community (Ref’d 7/18/10), was received and place on file on motion by Councillor Alves 
and seconded by Councillor Gonsalves. (5) 
 
 Councillor Alves asked Ms. Connelly if she had the chance to research the feasibility of doing this to 
which she said she had not. He stated that he believes most of the properties in that area are owned by the 
Camara and Goyette families.  
 
 Councillor Lopes informed the Committee that he had spoken to Mr. Camara and that he had no 
problem with the Committee designing a sign to put above the actual street sign that reads “In Memory of 
Arnold B. Camara” as opposed to changing the street due to the fact that businesses will have to change their 
deeds.  
 
 On motion by Councillor Gomes and seconded by Councillor Martins, the Committee VOTED: That the 
Committee table this item and have the Clerk look into how many parcels of land would be affected by this 
name change if the Council approved to change the street name as proposed and that the Clerk report these 
findings back to the Committee. This motion passed on a voice vote. 

*   *   * 
 Notice, City Clerk of reference of a Written Motion, Councillors Gomes and Duarte, requesting that the 
Special Committee on Memorials & Dedications meet for the purpose of discussing a suitable tribute to honor 
the late Thomas D. Lopes, former State Representative and owner/publisher of the Cape Verdean News; and 
further, that this tribute be located in the Ward Four area, the Cape Verdean section of the City (Ref’d 9/27/12) 
was received and placed on file by Councillor Alves and seconded by Councillor Martins. (6) 
 
 Councillor Gomes informed the Committee of possible sites to consider for this tribute, including the 
Morse Twist Drill site at the corner of Purchase and Bedford streets, which was where the newspaper 
stand/variety store was located.  
 
 On motion by Councillor Alves and seconded by Councillor Gomes, the Committee VOTED: To table 
this matter at this time.  This motion passed on a voice vote. 

*   *   * 
 Notice, City Clerk of Reference of a Related Motion, Councillor Saunders, requesting that the Council 
refer the naming of the Garage to Lawrence D. Worden Central Garage to the Special Committee on Memorials 
and Dedications for design purposes (Ref’d 2/14/13, 3/20/13 – tabled, refer to the Mayor) was removed from 
the table on motion by Councillor Alves and seconded by Councillor Gonsalves. 



 
 Ms. Christina Connelly updated the Committee on the progress in going forward with this item, 
explaining that she had spoken to Commissioner of Parks and Public Places Kenneth Blanchard and that he 
stated this project was already “in the works” and should be done by this summer.  
 
 Councillor Gonsalves asked Ms. Connelly if the building in question would still fall under the control of 
the Parks Department, to which she answered yes, it would.  
 
 On motion by Councillor Alves and seconded by Councillor Martins, the Committee VOTED: To table 
this matter to an upcoming meeting. This motion passed on a voice vote.  

*   *   * 
 On motion by Councillor Alves and seconded by Councillor Martins, the Committee VOTED: To take 
“No Further Action” on items 8 through 12, as follows: 
  

Notice, City Clerk of reference of a Written Motion, Councillor Gomes & Fortes, requesting that the 
Committee on Memorials & Dedications meet to discuss a suitable site and location, such as Police 
Headquarters, City Hall, or the Library, to honor former New Bedford Police Officers; Benjamin F. Williams, 
Jr., John O. Williams and Charles H. Williams, using the 1925 portrait of the Officers, along with a dedication 
plaque, for being the first in history black-appointed Police Officers in the City of New Bedford, and 
recognizing them for their multiple heroic actions while Policemen in the early 1900’s. (Ref’d 03/10/05, 
9/13/06 - tabled, 5/28/08 - tabled, 9/15/08 - tabled,  6/30/09 – tabled, 9/15/09 – letters) (8) 
 

Notice, City Clerk of reference of a Written Motion, Councillor Gomes, requesting that the Committee 
on Memorials and Dedications meet for the purpose of finding a suitable location for a Memorial to the late 
Manuel Lopes, recognizing him for his community involvement, especially his work towards placing Cape 
Verdean as a Nationality on the National Census; and further, that the Cape Verdean Memorial Square on 
County and Grinnell Streets be considered as a suitable location for a Plaque and/or Monument honoring the 
late Manuel Lopes. (Ref’d 10/12/06, 5/28/08 - tabled) (9) 
 

Notice, City Clerk of reference of a Written Motion, Councillors Coelho and Duarte, requesting on 
behalf of a constituent, that the mermaid statue at the Waterfront Visitor’s Center have signage installed beside 
it, describing the history of the statue and the reason for the placing of said statue at that location, since many 
other statues throughout the City of New Bedford had such signage placed at the time they were initially 
installed.  (Ref’d 5/27/10) (10) 
 

Notice, City Clerk of reference of a Written Motion, Councillor Morad, requesting that the Committee 
on Memorials & Dedications meet with Rita Campoli, 1085 Pequot Street, to discuss the placement of an 
antique Wishing Well Memorial at the former Sassaquin Pond Public Beach; said memorial to be dedicated to 
the recently deceased owner of the Wishing Well. (Ref’d 9/7/10) (11) 
 

Notice, City Clerk of reference of a Communication, Loretta Bourque, to the members of the Committee 
on Memorials and Dedications, Re: Loretta Bourque Park. (7/3/11) (12) 

*   *   * 
 Councillor Gonsalves made a motion to adjourn which was seconded by Councillor Martins. 
  
 This meeting adjourned @ 8:20 p.m. 
 

ATTEST: 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Clerk of Committees 


