
 

 

Council Meeting - Agenda 

CITY COUNCIL CALENDAR  
Chambers of the City Council Municipal Building 

Thursday, January 9, 2014  - 7:00 p.m. 
View Consent Agenda 

View Late File Agenda 

View Minutes 

********** 
OPENING OF SESSION BY:  CITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOSEPH P. LOPES 

********** 
PRAYER LED BY:  REVEREND PAMELA J. COLE, PRESIDENT,  

GREATER NEW BEDFORD CHAPTER OF WOMEN UNITED 
********** 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
********** 
CITATIONS 

1. CITATIONS, Councillor Martins, honoring New Bedford High School’s MATT HAWK, ANDREW 
GUILLOTTE, CAMEO LOBO, ANDY CRUZ, KATHLEEN SPRING-CORNELL, RICARDO MATIAS, VICTORIA 
HATHAWAY, CHRISTIAN VAZ and DAQUARI BRIDGES, in recognition of their First Place Finish in the Underwater 
Robotics Competition at the Massachusetts State Sea Perch Challenge in the Open Class Category.  
 

2. CITATION, Councillor Martins, honoring New Bedford High School Teacher CHRISTOPHER PARKER, in 
recognition of his longtime Dedication and Commitment to his students and his First Place Finish at the Massachusetts 
Sea Perch Underwater ROV Competition in the Open Class Category.  
 

3. CITATION, Councillor Martins, honoring WILLIAM FERREIRA, in recognition of his longtime Dedication and 
Commitment to his students of New Bedford High School in the Massachusetts Sea Perch Underwater ROV Competition 
in the Open Class Category.  
 

4. CITATION, Councillor Martins, honoring MIKE DESOUSA, in recognition of his longtime Dedication and 
Commitment to his students of New Bedford High School in the Massachusetts Sea Perch Underwater ROV Competition 
in the Open Class Category.  
 

RESOLUTION 
5. RESOLUTION, Councillors Oliveira, Council President Lopes, Councillors Alves, Martins, Gomes, Bousquet 
and Coelho, honoring MICHAEL KNABBE, Vice-Chairman, Board of Airport Commissioners, New Bedford, 
Massachusetts.  
 

5a. CITATIONS, Councillor Oliveira, honoring TAMMIE IRWIN, President,  and LISA J. RODRIGUEZ, Vice-
President, Atlantic Aviators – Women in Aviation, in recognition of their building the Aviation Themed Playground, the 
Michael R. Rodriquez Playground at the Greater New Bedford Regional Airport.  
 

HEARING 
6. HEARING, on NSTAR ELECTRIC COMPANY for location of one (1) 45”x45”x36” Handhole in PARK 
STREET, South of Kempton Street. 
 

6a. AN ORDER, 
MAYOR’S PAPERS 

M1. COMMUNICATION, Mayor Mitchell, to City Council, submitting a VETO of the ORDER, that the City accept 
Section 34 of Chapter 176 of the Acts of 2011, which allows for an increase in the stipend for Members of the New 
Bedford Retirement Board. 



 

 

M1a. AN ORDER, Ordered that the City accept Section 34 of Chapter 176 of the Acts of 2011, amending M.G.L. 
Chapter 32, Section 20 (6) which allows for an increase in the stipend for Members of the New Bedford Retirement Board 
from $3,000.00 to $4,500.00 per year effective January 01, 2014. (Adopted – December 19, 2013 and VETO by Mayor 
Mitchell – January 02, 2014.) 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
7. REPORT, Committee on Ordinances, recommending to the City Council ADOPTION of AN ORDINANCE, 
amending Section 19-135.2 to establish EMS Rates that are equal to the Medicare National Fee Schedule +125% rate for 
ambulance services. 
 

7a. AN ORDINANCE, (Passed, to a Second Reading September 12, 2013; To be Passed to be Ordained.) 
 

8. WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Alves, requesting, on behalf of the owner of 549 John Street, that the 
Department of Public Infrastructure prepare and schedule a work order to install a curb in front of the property restricting 
people from parking on the sidewalk area, which makes it difficult for people to walk on the sidewalk and is a danger for 
the elderly and young adults walking in the area.  
 

9. WRITTEN MOTION, Councillors Bousquet and Morad, asking, that the Chief of Police explore the possibility of 
creating Field Training Officers within the department to help mentor, evaluate and train the newest New Bedford Police 
Officers, to ensure a formal evaluation process is being used to hire the best possible professionals to serve our Citizens. 
(To be Referred to the Mayor and the Chief of Police.) 
 

10. WRITTEN MOTION, Council President Lopes, Councillors Bousquet, Oliveira, Alves, Martins and Coelho, 
requesting, that the New Bedford City Council go on record in support of the twenty-three State Legislators who are 
calling for the creation of a State program to help promote and brand seafood caught by Massachusetts fishermen. 
 

11. WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Gomes, requesting, that the Mayor and Police Chief along with the City take 
immediate action to post “NO TRESPASSING AT ANYTIME”, “NO LOITERING AT ANYTIME”, Signs  at the 
Serenity Gardens, (formerly the Morse Twist Drill site), at the corner of Sixth Street and Bedford Street; and further, that 
the entire site be posted with signage on the South Sixth Street side, the Wing Street side and the Pleasant Street side, due 
to the criminal activity and damage to the site along with the drug paraphernalia, this request comes after several 
complaints from residents within the area who say the property is being used for criminal activity day and night; and 
further, that the Police increase patrols in that area.  
 

12. WRITTEN MOTION, Councillors Coelho and Winterson, requesting, that the Traffic Commission look into the 
possibility of granting one-time permanent parking stickers to property owners on Short Street, the current parking 
situation is causing a burden on the elderly/lifetime residents who are ticketed for not having renewed their residential 
parking stickers; and further, one option might be to include in their property tax bills the reminder to renew their 
residential parking stickers. 
 

13. WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Bousquet, requesting, on behalf of the New Bedford Educators Association, 
that the following street(s) be CLOSED: WILLIAM STREET, from South Sixth Street to Purchase Street, ON FRIDAY, 
JANUARY 17, 2014, FROM 2:30 P.M. TO 6:00 P.M., for the purpose of A Rally! PLEASE NOTE: ALTERNATE 
WEATHER DATE: FRIDAY, JANUARY 24, 2014. 
 

14. COMMUNICATION, Kenneth Blanchard, Director, Department of Facilities and Fleet Management, to City 
Council, relative to the City’s new trash and recycling  collection program. (To be Referred to the Committee on 
Appointments and Briefings.) 
 

TABLED BUSINESS 
 
06/13/2013 COMMUNICATION, Mayor Mitchell, to City Council, submitting the REAPPOINTMENT of JOHN RADCLIFFE, New 
Bedford, MA 02740, to the CONSERVATION COMMISSION, this term will expire June 2016. 


