
 

Council Meeting – Agenda 
CITY COUNCIL CALENDAR 

Chambers of the City Council Municipal Building 
Thursday, February 12, 2015 – 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
  

 
********** 

OPENING OF SESSION BY:  CITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT BRIAN K. GOMES 
********** 

PRAYER LED BY:  REVEREND KEVIN HARRINGTON, ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 
********** 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
********** 
CITATIONS 

1. CITATIONS, Council President Gomes and Councillor Winterson, honoring JAKUB CWIEK, BRIAN 
PINHO, CURTIS ST. GERMAIN and PEDRO MOCO, in recognition of their appointments as New Bedford 
Police Officers.  

RESOLUTIONS 
2. RESOLUTION, Councillors Coelho, Alves, Carney, Council President Gomes, Councillors Oliveira, 
Martins, Rebeiro, Lopes and Winterson, honoring JAMES P. RUSSELL, President, New Bedford Whaling 
Museum, Standard-Times 2014 New Bedford Man of the Year. 
 
3. RESOLUTION, Council President Gomes, Councillors Carney and Rebeiro, honoring BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH – February 2015. 
 

MAYOR’S PAPERS 
M1. COMMUNICATION, Mayor Mitchell, to City Council, submitting a RESOLUTION authorizing 
Superintendent Durkin to submit five (5) Statement of Interest (SOI) Forms to the Massachusetts School 
Building Authority (MSBA) to support repair projects one SOI each for the following elementary schools: 
William H. Carney, John Avery Parker, Hayden/McFadden, Alfred J. Gomes, Casimir Pulaski. 
 
M1a. RESOLUTION,  
 
M2. COMMUNICATION, Mayor Mitchell, to City Council, submitting AN ORDER amending the Order 
adopted by the City Council on September 23, 2014, which in accordance with Massachusetts General Law 
Chapter 44, Section 53E ½, authorized the Revolving Fund under the control of the Planning and Community 
Development Department, known as the ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS REVOLVING FUND whose 
purpose is to provide supplies, postage, equipment and advertising costs, contract for technical and 
administrative support for the ZBA, zoning studies, and stipends for ZBA members, whose revenues and 
amount limited to be spent estimated at $130,825.00 is hereby authorized for FISCAL YEAR 2015. 
 
M2a. AN ORDER, 
 
M3. COMMUNICATION, Mayor Mitchell, to City Council, submitting AN ORDER for the TRANSFER of 
$42,500.00 from LIBRARY, SALARIES & WAGES, to LIBRARY, CAPITAL OUTLAY. 
 
M3a. AN ORDER, 
 
M4. COMMUNICATION, Mayor Mitchell, to City Council, submitting the following individuals for 



confirmation by the City Council as New Bedford Police Officers: JAKUB CWIEK, BRIAN PINHO, CURTIS 
ST. GERMAIN and PEDRO MOCO. 
 
M5. COMMUNICATION, Mayor Mitchell, to City Council, submitting the REAPPOINTMENT of CAROL 
F. WALSH, New Bedford, MA, to the HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION; this term will expire February 
2018. 
 
M6. COMMUNICATION, Mayor Mitchell, to City Council, submitting the REAPPOINTMENT of KEVIN 
THOMAS, New Bedford, MA, to the HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION; this term will expire February 
2018. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
4. REPORT, Committee on Ordinances, recommending to the City Council ADOPTION of the Proposed 
Ordinance AS AMENDED, Amending Chapter 6, BUILDINGS and OTHER STRUCTURES. 
 
4a. AN ORDINANCE, 
 
5. WRITTEN MOTION, Councillors Oliveira, Lopes, Council President Gomes, Councillors Martins, 
Winterson, Alves, Bousquet, Carney and Rebeiro, requesting, that the City Administration conduct a feasibility 
study to develop a second entrance and exit to the Pulaski School, this is the only elementary school in New 
Bedford hosting over 700 students from across the City and the immediate area lacks a second means of 
access/egress and in the case of an emergency, having only one means of entrance and exiting the property 
could prove disastrous.  (To be Referred to Mayor's Office, Committees on Appointments and Briefings and 
Public Safety and Neighborhoods.) 
 
6. WRITTEN MOTION, Councillors Oliveira, Lopes Council President Gomes, Councillors Martins, 
Winterson, Alves Bousquet, Carney and Rebeiro, requesting, the New Bedford Police Department consider 
assigning a daily Police presence on Braley Road at the entrance to the Pulaski School to control traffic and 
hinder the high rates of speed that daily commuters continue to travel during school hours.  (To be Referred to 
Police Chief Provencher and the Committee on Public Safety and Neighborhoods.) 
 
7. WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Martins, requesting, that the Committee on Ordinances, establish an 
Ordinance restricting door-to-door solicitation, aimed at protecting the public from obtrusive and perhaps 
unscrupulous door-to-door solicitors; and further, that the Ordinance should include a stipulation that solicitors 
should be licensed on an annual basis by the Chief of Police or his designee; and further, that the aim of this 
Ordinance is to address a real problem in the City with solicitors asking residents for personal information that 
they have no right to have and companies pretending to be from other companies; and further, that with a 
license, this will give our public safety officers a broader authority to deal with an increasing problem that other 
major Cities have already dealt with. 
 
8. WRITTEN MOTION Councillor Lopes, requesting, that Police Chief David Provencher provide the 
City Council with an update as it relates to any and all issues that might arise from Governor Baker’s decision 
to reduce the Shannon Anti-gang Grant by $1.25 million across the Commonwealth; and further, requesting by 
what percentage of funds will New Bedford’s award be reduced by.  (To be Referred to the Committee 
on Public Safety and Neighborhoods and Police Chief David Provencher.) 

9. WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Lopes, requesting, that Interim Business Manager Dr. Barry 
Rabinovitch provide the members of the City Council with an update on the percentage of funds that the New 
Bedford School Department is expected to lose as part of Governors Baker’s $1.9 million dollar reduction in 
Charter School reimbursement.  (To be Referred to the New Bedford School Committee, Dr. Barry 
Rabinovitch, and the Committee on Finance.) 



10. WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Lopes, requesting, that Interim Business Manager Dr. Barry 
Rabinovitch provide the members of the City Council with an update on the percentage of funds that the New 
Bedford School Department is expected to lose as part of Governors Baker’s reduction in Special Education 
Circuit-Breaker. (To be Referred to the New Bedford School Committee, Dr. Barry Rabinovitch and the 
Committee on Finance.) 

11. WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Lopes, requesting that the City of New Bedford Purchasing Office 
draft a Request For Inquiries (RFI) that would list a scope of services for the contracting of snow removal 
across the City of New Bedford for winter storm conditions that are projected to deliver six inches of snow or 
greater within a nine hour period.    

12. COMMUNICATION, City Solicitor McDermott, submitting to City Council for consideration, three 
additional amendments to the Problem Properties Ordinance enacted by the Committee on Ordinances on 
January 20, 2015. (Copy all Councillors via email 02/10/2015.) 

 
13. COMMUNICATION, Councillor Martins, submitting an Acushnet Avenue Economic Impact Study, 
dated December 2014, prepared by the UMass/Dartmouth Public Policy Center. 

14. COMMUNICATION, City Clerk/Clerk of the City Council Dennis W. Farias, submitting letter from 
Marc Tassone, Hearing Officer, Department of Public Utilities, responding to a letter concerning a Motion on 
the City Council Agenda of January 08, 2015, about the proposed increase by NSTAR Electric and the 
Council’s opposition to said increase. (Copy all Councillors 01/26/15.) 

15. COMMUNICATION, Susan Nilson, PE, cleengineering, submitting to City Council, copy of 
Environmental Notification Form (ENF) per the Massachusetts Environmental Protection Act (MEPA), to 
Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs, Boston, MA, relative to 
the Proposed Float Systems, Pier Rehabilitation, Moorings and Seasonal Tiki Bar, VVK Realty, LLC, 1494 East 
Rodney French Boulevard. 

TABLED BUSINESS 
01/23/2014 CITATION, Councillor Rebeiro, honoring REVEREND RUSS CHAMBERLAIN, Mercy 
Meals and More, in recognition of his hard work and dedication to the homeless during the recent snow storm 
of January 2 and 3, 2014. 
 
03/27/2014 WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Rebeiro, requesting, that the Department of Public 
Infrastructure which maintains the street lights provide the City Council with a report on the annual cost of 
upkeep including labor and materials; and further, whether it would be more cost efficient to contract the work 
to a private firm should be included in said report.  
 
08/21/2014 CITATIONS, Councillors Martins and Bousquet, honoring NEIGHBORHOODS UNITED and 
JERRY PINTO, President of Neighborhoods United, in recognition of their planning and organizing 
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 2014 held at Riverside Park on August 05, 2014. 
 
08/21/2014 CITATION, Councillor Alves, honoring LARRY ABREU JACQUES, President – 100th Feast of 
the Blessed Sacrament, in recognition of his commitment and dedication to preserving the cultural traditions of 
our Madeiran Ancestors and in acknowledgment of his hard work and a successful 100th Feast. 
 
09/11/2014 WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Martins, requesting, that the Attorney General and our City 
Solicitor, look into "Just Energy",  who have a bad reputation in Massachusetts for harassing people about their 
services, representatives from "Just Energy" are ringing door bells and telling people they are from the electric 
company, "Just Energy" has a troubled past in Massachusetts and in several other States, where they faced 
allegations of deceptive practices, convincing people to switch over once pressured and once people sign up, 



they are committed for five years and rates can change every month; and further, requesting, that "Just Energy" 
be seriously investigated and until they are, they should be banned from New Bedford to better protect our 
constituents. 
 
12/18/2014 CITATIONS, Council President Lopes, Councillors Winterson and Gomes, honoring the New 
Bedford Police Youth Baseball Team Players, GIOVANNI ARZUAGA, JONAH CASTELO, AUSTIN 
DEFREITAS, C.J. DUNSTON, BEN FRIAS, DAISEAN HENSLEY, ZACHARY MEDEIROS, ANGEL 
QUINONES, BEN SAUNDERS, TYLER SANTOS and RYDEL VELASQUEZ, for their successful, 
undefeated 2014 Championship season, winning both the SEYAA and the New Bedford City Championships in 
September 2014. 
 
12/18/2014 CITATIONS, Council President Lopes, Councillors Winterson and Gomes, honoring the New 
Bedford Police Youth Baseball Team Manager BOB ROSE, Coaches MIKE FRIAS, JOSE CASTELO, 
MANNY SANTOS and ROSS GRACE, for their dedication and commitment to the boys of the New Bedford 
Police Youth Baseball Team and their successful, undefeated 2014 Championship season, winning both the 
SEYAA and the New Bedford City Championships in September 2014. 
 
 
 
 
 


