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Executive Summary

ES-05 Executive Summary - 24 CFR 91.200(c), 91.220(b)

1. Introduction

The City of New Bedford is an Entitlement Community that receives funds from the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to invest in local solutions to address housing and
community development needs. The funds include the Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG), the HOME Investment Partnership program (HOME), and the Emergency Solutions Grant
(ESG).

The primary objective of the CDBG program is to develop viable communities through the provision
of decent housing, a suitable living environment, and expanded economic opportunities. HOME
funds are dedicated to preserving and creating affordable housing. ESG supports outreach and
shelters for homeless persons, as well as programs that prevent or rapidly rehouse individuals and
families experiencing homelessness.

Every five years, HUD requires the submission of a Consolidated Plan. This Consolidated Plan
covers a five year period from July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2020. The Consolidated Plan serves
several functions:

1. Utilizing data and community input, it prioritizes housing and community development
needs, delineates a five-year strategy for addressing those needs, and establishes performance
measures by which progress can be assessed.

2. It describes recommendations for specific projects and services to address housing, community
development, emergency shelter, and homeless needs which were identified through public
meetings, needs assessments, coalition meetings, consultations with community groups (e.g.
neighborhood associations, linguistic minority organizations, etc.), and proposals solicited through
both public meetings and the Request for Proposals (RFP) process.

3. It outlines activities that will be funded utilizing Federal Block Grants from the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development in accordance with 24 CFR Part 91.220 of Title I of the Housing
and Community Development Act of 1974.

The city’s Consolidated Plan has been prepared in accordance with guidance provided by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development.

2. Summary of the objectives and outcomes identified in the Plan Needs
Assessment Overview

The housing and community development objectives identified within the Plan include:

e Increasing the amount of decent, safe and affordable housing by supporting the
rehabilitation of substandard units;

Consolidated Plan 2015-2020 NEW BEDFORD 3
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o Increasing the supply of affordable housing available to low and moderate income
households;

e Supporting the development through rehabilitation of affordable housing that is suitable for
segments of the populace with special housing needs, including the frail elderly, severely
mentally ill, developmentally disabled, physically disabled, and persons with AIDS and
related diseases;

e Expanding opportunities for homeownership;

e Promotion of neighborhood-based business revitalization efforts by providing technical
assistance to small business owners and individuals;

e Responding to the needs for infrastructure improvements such as the reconstruction of city
streets and sidewalks; and the demolition of abandoned and unsafe buildings, and the
replacement of leaded water lines;

e Undertaking physical improvements to improve public facilities and parks; and,

e Providing funding to non-profit agencies that provide much needed services and programs
to eligible New Bedford residents.

3. Evaluation of past performance

The City of New Bedford has demonstrated tremendous progress in meeting the goals and
objectives identified in the previous Consolidated Plan and related Annual Action Plans. The City's
successful efforts focused on activities that have positively impacted the quality of life for low and
moderate income residents. These efforts have included increasing the amount of decent, safe and
affordable housing; expanding homeownership opportunities; promoting neighborhood-based
business revitalization efforts; coordinating job training efforts; and investment in public
infrastructure, facilities, and parks.

An inclusive public process, community input, careful planning and a significant commitment of
financial resources enabled the City to achieve strong performance across all programs and
objectives despite funding constraints from HUD grants.

The City of New Bedford remains confident that its demonstrated high level of performance will be
replicated during the period covered by this Consolidated Plan.

4. Summary of citizen participation process and consultation process

In order to ensure maximum participation from the citizens of New Bedford, the Consolidated
Planning process included public meetings, stakeholder sessions, roundtable meetings with key
sub-populations, and a community survey that received over 900 resident responses. In addition to
meetings with four (4) neighborhood organizations, the Office of Housing & Community
Development (OHCD) then conducted two (2) public meetings.

Consolidated Plan 2015-2020 NEW BEDFORD 4
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A draft of the Consolidated Plan was available for public review from April 27 through May 27,
2015 in city libraries, City Hall and the Department of Planning, Housing & Community
Development. A notice of the draft Action Plan’s availability was published in the Standard Times
on April 24, 2015 and posted on the City of New Bedford website.

5. Summary of public comments
A summary of public comments can be found within Section PR-15 Citizen Participation.

6. Summary of comments or views not accepted and the reasons for not
accepting them

All comments were accepted.
7. Summary

Through an extensive community participation process, the City of New Bedford has identified the
priority needs and formulated a strategic response to addressing those housing and community
development needs. Many of these strategies have the potential for positively impacting the quality
of life for the city’s low and moderate income residents. With careful planning, coordinated
implementation, and a significant commitment of financial resources, the goals set forth within this
Consolidated Plan will be achieved, providing tremendous opportunities for low and moderate
income individuals and families, both young and old, throughout the City of New Bedford.

The City of New Bedford remains confident that its high level of performance enjoyed in the past
years can be maintained as it continues exploring innovative opportunities to improve the quality
of life for its low and moderate income citizenry.
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The Process

PR-05 Lead & Responsible Agencies 24 CFR 91.200(b)

1. Describe agency/entity responsible for preparing the Consolidated Plan and those
responsible for administration of each grant program and funding source

The following are the agencies/entities responsible for preparing the Consolidated Plan and those
responsible for administration of each grant program and funding source.

Agency Role Name Department/Agency

Lead Agency NEW BEDFORD

CDBG Administrator NEW BEDFORD Department of Planning,
Housing and Community
Development

HOME Administrator NEW BEDFORD Department of Planning,
Housing and Community
Development

ESG Administrator NEW BEDFORD Department of Planning,
Housing and Community
Development

Table 1 - Responsible Agencies
Narrative

The Department of Planning, Housing and Community Development (DPHCD) is the City
Department charged with the administration of the federal Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG), Home Investment Partnership (HOME), and Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) funds.
DPHCD prepares all plans and reports, provides financial oversight, and monitors program
compliance.

The Department of Planning, Housing and Community Development directly operates numerous
direct assistance housing programs funded by CDBG and HOME.

The City of New Bedford is also the primary lead organization for the New Bedford Continuum of
Care (CoC) and assists with CoC meeting agendas, priority plans, and subcommittee activities.

Other city departments and quasi-governmental entities, such as the Human Services Department,
Department of Parks, Recreation and Beaches, New Bedford Economic Development Council, and
others help administer the funding and/or implement specific programs or projects identified in
the Consolidated Plan.

DPHCD uses subrecipient organizations, identified through an RFP process, to implement programs
and projects identified in the Consolidated Plan. These subrecipients are instrumental in the
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successful fulfillment of Consolidated Plan priorities and goals. DPHCD also issues RFPs for non-
profit and for-profit developers to undertake residential and commercial development projects
using program financing to address the needs and priorities identified in the Consolidated Plan.

Consolidated Plan Public Contact Information

Questions concerning the Consolidated Plan may be directed to:
Patrick J. Sullivan, Director

Department of Planning, Housing and Community Development
608 Pleasant Street

New Bedford, MA 02740

Phone: 508-979-1500
Email: patrick.sullivan@newbedford-ma.gov

Consolidated Plan 2015-2020 NEW BEDFORD
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PR-10 Consultation - 91.100, 91.200(b), 91.215(I)

1. Introduction

The City of New Bedford, through its Department of Planning, Housing and Community
Development, undertook extensive consultations with relevant agencies, organizations, and
community-based groups to obtain input on priority needs, recommended strategies, and
investment opportunities. The consultations were conducted through a variety of methods
including one-on-one interviews, workshops, focus groups and meetings with existing networks.

Provide a concise summary of the jurisdiction’s activities to enhance coordination between
public and assisted housing providers and private and governmental health, mental health
and service agencies (91.215(1)).

The Department of Planning, Housing and Community Development, which is responsible for the
development of the Consolidated Plan, also coordinates many of the housing, planning, and
homelessness initiatives within the city. The DPHCD leads the city's planning efforts, including
neighborhood-based planning efforts, and acts as the lead for the Continuum of Care. The DPHCD
also chairs a housing coalition of non-profits, developers, bankers, and realtors to identify and
address New Bedford housing needs. Finally, the DPHCD maintains continued collaboration with
the Human Services and Recreation Departments that oversee the city's youth programs, family
issues, and senior programs. These ongoing collaborative initiatives are examples of ways that the
city works to enhance coordination between and among key stakeholders.

Describe coordination with the Continuum of Care and efforts to address the needs of
homeless persons (particularly chronically homeless individuals and families, families with
children, veterans, and unaccompanied youth) and persons at risk of homelessness

The city administratively supports the highly functioning Homeless Service Provider Network
(HSPN) that constitutes the Continuum of Care (CoC) and represents all the key agencies and
organizations providing housing, homeless, and prevention services in New Bedford. The HSPN
represents more than 70 participants including, private agencies, relevant City departments, the
New Bedford Housing Authority, and state agencies with responsibility for affordable housing
production and homeless services. The HSPN meets monthly with an agenda that is developed by
its Executive Committee. The monthly meetings are conducted as strategic planning and training
sessions for the entire CoC.

The HSPN, with the city, coordinates the CoC Initiatives such as the Point-in-Time count; the
prioritization of programs and new initiatives such as the State's co-housing shelter program; and
operation of programs funded with CoC programs. The DPHCD is also the lead for the Homeless
Management Information System (HMIS) system for the CoC.

Consolidated Plan 2015-2020 NEW BEDFORD
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Describe consultation with the Continuum(s) of Care that serves the jurisdiction's area in
determining how to allocate ESG funds, develop performance standards and evaluate
outcomes, and develop funding, policies and procedures for the administration of HMIS

The Consolidated Plan was developed in consultation with the Homeless Service Provider Network
(HSPN) and is consistent with the goals and priorities of the Continuum of Care (CoC). The City
requires their Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) sub-grantees to participate in the local CoC
(through the HSPN) and its community planning process to make sure collaboration and planning
take place at the local level. This is based on HUD’s mandate to coordinate with CoCs and to prevent
duplication, waste, and assure sub-grantees that can best provide eligible services are identified
and funded.

Within the CoC application, the city, in coordination with the HSPN members, establishes individual
program outcomes and ESG written standards. Through ongoing program reports and city
monitoring efforts, the performance standards and program outcomes are evaluated by an
established Application Review Committee. HMIS data is evaluated at the program level to ensure
adequate utilization of the system.

2. Describe Agencies, groups, organizations and others who participated in the process
and describe the jurisdictions consultations with housing, social service agencies and other
entities

Consolidated Plan 2015-2020 NEW BEDFORD
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Table 2 - Agencies, Groups, and Organizations who participated

Agency/Group/Organization
Agency/Group/Organization Type

Coastline Elderly Services

Services - Housing

Services - Elderly Persons

Services - Persons with Disabilities
Services - Homeless

Services - Health

Health Agency

Continuum of Care

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment
Homelessness Strategy
Non-Homeless Special Needs

How was the
Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Agency/Group/Organization

Agency/Group/Organization Type

During a one-on-one consultation, the Coastline
representative identified the following needs:
the growing number of elders in need of services
and/or support; challenges of locating accessible
affordable housing for elders; the lack of readily
available transportation for elders to access
available resources; and deferred maintenance
of homeownership units owned by elders. The
anticipated outcome is a continued focus on
housing rehabilitation programs.

SE Mass Veterans Housing Program

Housing

Services - Housing

Services - Persons with Disabilities
Services - Homeless

Services - Veterans

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment
Homelessness Strategy
Homelessness Needs - Veterans

How was the
Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

The organization was consulted as part of City's
Homeless Service Provider Network (HSPN).
Issues identified during the consultation
included: growing number of veterans in need
of affordable housing and supportive housing
options. The anticipated outcomes are advocacy
for changes to state sheltering policies and
development of affordable housing with
appropriate wraparound services.

Consolidated Plan 2015-2020
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Agency/Group/Organization
Agency/Group/Organization Type

First Citizens Federal Credit Union

Business Leaders
Continuum of Care
Private Sector Banking / Financing

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment

Homelessness Strategy

Homeless Needs - Chronically Homeless
Homeless Needs - Families with Children
Homelessness Needs - Veterans
Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied Youth
Economic Development

How was the
Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Agency/Group/Organization
Agency/Group/Organization Type

The institution was consulted as part of the
Homeless Service Provider Network. Challenges
identified by the institution's representative
included: lack of adequate state and federal
resources available to communities to address
homeless and at-risk populations. The
representative identified the existing
coordination and cooperation of providers as a
key strength of the HSPN. The anticipated
outcome is increased efforts to maximize private
sector involvement.

People Acting In Community Endeavors

Services - Housing

Services - Children

Services - Victims of Domestic Violence
Services - Homeless

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment

Homelessness Strategy

Homeless Needs - Families with Children
Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied Youth

Consolidated Plan 2015-2020
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How was the
Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Agency/Group/Organization

Agency/Group/Organization Type

The agency was consulted as part of the City's
Homeless Service Provider Network (HSPN).
Challenges identified by the agency included: the
state's current process of a statewide shelter
registry that results in homeless families
receiving shelter and services in cities outside
their community of origin. Discussion of the
burden on families to access transportation,
continuity of education for school-aged children,
and lack of support network when families are
sheltered as far as 70 miles from their
community of origin. The anticipated outcome is
advocacy for changes to state shelter policies.

Greater New Bedford Association of Realtors

Housing
Private Sector - Housing

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment
Market Analysis
Housing Market

How was the
Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Agency/Group/Organization
Agency/Group/Organization Type

The Board of Realtors is part of the Fall
River/New Bedford Housing Partnership. In
response to growing trends in the housing
market, a representative warned of a possible
trend next year of increased costs related to
home purchases and Federal Reserve increasing
interest rates. Also, banks are keeping higher
value foreclosed properties in their portfolio
until the market improves and the FNMA is
relaxing underwriting guidelines to make
purchasing easier. The anticipated outcome is
continued prioritization and funding for
homebuyer programs.

Boys and Girls Club of New Bedford

Services - Children
Services - Health
Neighborhood Organization

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Homeless Needs - Families with Children
Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied Youth
Non-homeless Special Needs

Non-housing Community Development

Consolidated Plan 2015-2020
OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 07/31/2015)
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How was the
Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

7 Agency/Group/Organization

Agency/Group/Organization Type

The agency was consulted as part of a Youth
Focus Group to determine priority needs for
youth related programs and activities. Attendees
identified the following as priority needs:
summer employment programs, transportation,
recreational programs that include an
educational component, and utilization of vacant
lots near schools to support the school's mission
and activities. As a result of the focus group
session, agencies agreed to share resources and
future develop partnerships between existing
programs in an effort to improve programs and
services. The anticipated outcome is a continued
focus on youth programming and healthy family
initiatives.

YouthBuild of New Bedford

Housing

Services - Housing
Services - Children
Non profit

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment
Economic Development
Housing, Job Training, Education

How was the
Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

8

Agency/Group/Organization
Agency/Group/Organization Type

YouthBuild is organized under the City's
certified Community Action Agency, PACE. The
City has designated PACE as a Community
Housing Development Organization (CHDO) and
has financed all the affordable housing projects
developed through the YouthBuild program
utilizing HOME funding. Ongoing consultation
serves to identify potential housing
redevelopment projects in key neighborhoods
that result in revitalization through a structured
and comprehensive educational and vocational
training program. The anticipated outcome is a
commitment to identify redevelopment
opportunities.

The Resources, Inc.

Housing
Non-profit Developer

Consolidated Plan 2015-2020
OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 07/31/2015)
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What section of the Plan was addressed | Housing Need Assessment
by Consultation?

How was the TRI is a non-profit housing developer and is part
Agency/Group/Organization consulted | of the Fall River/New Bedford Housing

and what are the anticipated outcomes | Partnership. Challenges identified included the
of the consultation or areas for need for additional resources to address
improved coordination? abandoned and derelict properties resulting
from foreclosures; also, additional resources
needed to expand existing homeownership
opportunities for low and moderate income
buyers. Lack of down payment and a significant
affordability gap poses continued challenges to
homeownership. The anticipated outcome is a
continued commitment to sustainable
homeownership.

9 Agency/Group/Organization Catholic Social Services

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services - Housing

Services - Children

Services - Elderly Persons

Services - Persons with Disabilities
Services - Homeless

Services - Health

Services - Education

Services - Employment

Service - Fair Housing

What section of the Plan was addressed | Homelessness Strategy

by Consultation? Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless
Homeless Needs - Families with Children
Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied Youth
Anti-poverty Strategy

Consolidated Plan 2015-2020 NEW BEDFORD 14
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How was the
Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Agency/Group/Organization
Agency/Group/Organization Type

The agency was consulted as part of the City's
Homeless Service Provider Network. The agency
is the largest provider of permanent supportive
housing programs in New Bedford and within
Bristol County. Challenges identified included:
affordable housing opportunities for youth aging
out of foster care, and housing for families with
children. The anticipated outcome will be that
the agency will take the lead in implementing a
coordinated intake and assessment system
within the Continuum of Care. The HSPN will
continue to look for improved coordination of
system access.

Dennison Memorial Community Center

Services - Children
Services - Health

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Homeless Needs - Families with Children
Non-Homeless Special Needs
Anti-poverty Strategy

How was the
Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

11 Agency/Group/Organization
Agency/Group/Organization Type

The agency was consulted as part of a Youth
Focus Group to determine priority needs for
youth related programs and activities.
Attendees identified the following as priority
needs: summer employment programs,
transportation, recreational programs that
include an educational component, and
utilization of vacant lots near schools to support
the school's mission and activities. As a result of
the focus group session, agencies agreed to share
resources and future develop partnerships
between existing programs in an effort to
improve programs and services. The anticipated
outcome is greater coordination of existing
programs and a focus on employment growth
industries.

City of New Bedford DPI

Other government - Local
Grantee Department

Consolidated Plan 2015-2020
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What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Economic Development
Public Infrastructure; Housing Community
Development

How was the
Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Agency/Group/Organization

Agency/Group/Organization Type

The Department of Public Infrastructure was
consulted as part of a broad interdepartmental
consultation to determine priority needs and
projects of streets, sidewalks, public
infrastructure, and public parks. DPI Staff
identified specific infrastructure needs within
low and moderate income neighborhoods.

Dream Out Loud Center

Services - Children
Services - Education

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Homeless Needs - Families with Children
Economic Development

Market Analysis

Anti-poverty Strategy

Non-Housing Community Development

How was the
Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

13 Agency/Group/Organization

Agency/Group/Organization Type

The agency was consulted as part of a Youth
Focus Group to determine priority needs for
youth related programs and activities. Attendees
identified the following as priority needs:
summer employment programs, transportation,
recreational programs that include an
educational component, and utilization of vacant
lots near schools to support the school's mission
and activities. As a result of the focus group
session, agencies agreed to share resources and
to future develop partnerships between existing
programs in an effort to improve programs and
services.

Greater New Bedford Workforce Investment
Board (GNBWIB)

Services - Employment

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Economic Development
Market Analysis
Non-housing Community Development
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How was the
Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Agency/Group/Organization
Agency/Group/Organization Type

During a one-on-one consultation, the GNBWIB
representative identified the following needs:
lack of resources for job readiness training,
continued challenges retraining a workface that
is transitioning from manufacturing sectors.
Attracting new business sectors in renewable
energies has been a primary focus, as well as
efforts to bring a larger residential component to
the downtown to attract a more prominent retail
sector. The agency will look for improved
coordination between training programs and
emerging employment opportunities.

SRN High Point

Services - Children

Services - Elderly Persons

Services - Persons with Disabilities
Services - Homeless

Services - Health

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless
Homeless Needs - Families with children
Non-homeless Special Needs
Anti-poverty Strategy

Non-housing Community Development

How was the
Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

15 Agency/Group/Organization
Agency/Group/Organization Type

The agency was consulted as part of the
Homeless Service Provider Network. The agency
provides scattered site permanent housing and
operates a family shelter in New Bedford.
Challenges identified by the agency: inadequate
state and federal resources available to
communities to address homeless and at-risk
populations; lack of sufficient resources to
address family homelessness with children. The
representative also identified the existing
coordination and cooperation of providers as a
key strength of the HSPN. The anticipated
outcome is advocacy for changes to the State's
sheltering policies.

New Bedford Economic Development Council

Services - Employment
Business and Civic Leaders
Private Sector Banking / Financing

Consolidated Plan 2015-2020
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What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Economic Development
Market Analysis
Non-housing Community Development

How was the
Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Agency/Group/Organization
Agency/Group/Organization Type

During a one-on-one consultation, the NBEDC
representative identified the following needs:
lack of resources for job readiness training,
continued challenges retraining a workforce that
is transitioning from manufacturing sectors. The
NBEDC supports the continuation of programs to
attract a more prominent retail sector to
downtown, and to grow small investments
through financial and technical support. The
anticipated outcome is continued support for
economic development initiatives.

MassHousing

Other government - State
Private Sector Banking / Financing

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment
Market Analysis

How was the
Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

17 Agency/Group/Organization

Agency/Group/Organization Type

MassHousing is part of the New Bedford/Fall
River Housing Partnership and has partnered
with the City to create the Buy New Bedford
Program, a unique and diverse program targeted
to first time homebuyers. The anticipated
outcome is expanded programs including
outreach, promotion, and education of first time
homebuyers.

City of New Bedford Parks, Recreation &
Beaches Department

Services - Children

Services - Elderly Persons

Services - Persons with Disabilities
Services - Health

Other government - Local

Grantee Department

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Homeless Needs - Families with children
Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth
Non-homeless Special Needs

Non-housing Community Development

Consolidated Plan 2015-2020
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How was the
Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Agency/Group/Organization

The department was consulted as part of a broad
inter-departmental consultation to determine
needs within the city's parks and recreation. The
anticipated outcome is the prioritization of park
improvements and recreational programming.

City of New Bedford Department of Facilities

Agency/Group/Organization Type

& Fleet Management

Other government - Local
Grantee Department

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Public Facilities

How was the
Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

19 Agency/Group/Organization
Agency/Group/Organization Type

The Department of Facilities & Fleet
Management was consulted as part of a broad
interdepartmental consultation to determine
priority needs and projects. The City has crafted
a Capital Improvement Plan, which will be
implemented with a combination of public and
private funds. CDBG is anticipated to be a
resource for implementation within eligible
areas. The anticipated outcome is the
prioritization of public works projects.

New Bedford Housing Authority

PHA
Other government - Local

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment
Public Housing Needs

How was the
Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

20 Agency/Group/Organization
Agency/Group/Organization Type

The New Bedford Housing Authority was
consulted during a one on one meeting. The
NBHA provided input on its ongoing programs
and outstanding needs. The anticipated outcome
is the use of information to determine
opportunities to coordinate resources and
efforts.

Trips for Kids

Services - Children

Services - Persons with Disabilities
Services - Health

Services - Education

Consolidated Plan 2015-2020
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What section of the Plan was addressed

Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth

by Consultation? Non-homeless Special Needs
Non-housing Community Development
How was the The agency was consulted as part of a Youth

Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

21 Agency/Group/Organization

Focus Group to determine priority needs for
youth related programs and activities. Attendees
identified the following as priority needs:
summer employment programs, transportation,
recreational programs that include an
educational component, and utilization of vacant
lots near schools to support the school's mission
and activities. As a result of the focus group
session, agencies agreed to share resources and
future develop partnerships between existing
programs in an effort to improve programs and
services. Sharing of resources towards new
program initiatives is an area of improved
coordination.

United Way of Greater New Bedford

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Services - Children

Services - Elderly Persons

Services - Persons with Disabilities
Services - Homeless

Services - Health

Services - Education

Services - Employment

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Homeless Needs - Chronically Homeless
Homeless Needs - Families with Children
Homelessness Needs - Veterans
Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth
Non-Homeless Special Needs

Economic Development

Anti-poverty Strategy

Non-housing Community Development

How was the
Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

The agency was consulted as part of the City's
Homeless Service Provider Network. The agency
identified the need to implement a more
targeted approach to public investments in
order to realize outcomes.
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22 Agency/Group/Organization
Agency/Group/Organization Type

Greater New Bedford Health Center

Services - Persons with Disabilities
Services - Health
Health Agency

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Non-Homeless Special Needs
Economic Development

How was the
Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

23 Agency/Group/Organization
Agency/Group/Organization Type

The agency was consulted as part of the City's
Homeless Service Provider Network. The agency
is a large provider of community health services
to low and moderate income residents. A
representative stated that New Bedford
struggles with a high incidence of behavioral
health issues. A proactive approach to this issue
will include a Prevention Wellness Trust
Funding application to support the use of
Community Health Workers in community
settings to improve health outcomes.

Bristol Community College

Services - Education
Services - Employment

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Economic Development
Market Analysis
Education and Employment

How was the
Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

24 Agency/Group/Organization
Agency/Group/Organization Type

The Community College was consulted as an
ongoing member of the downtown initiative, the
Transformative Development District. BCC is
planning an expansion in the downtown
business district and is seeking to support the
City in attracting institutional investment that
improves downtown's vibrancy, productivity,
and economic diversity. The anticipated
outcome is a coordinated approach to
comprehensive downtown revitalization.

UMass Dartmouth

Services - Education
Services - Employment

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Market Analysis
Anti-poverty Strategy
Education and Employment
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How was the
Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

The University was consulted as an ongoing
member of the downtown initiative, the
Transformative Development District. UMass has
a large presence in the downtown and is
planning a large scale expansion of the College of
Marine Science and Technology on the city’s
southern peninsula. The anticipated outcome is
the college’s continued participation in
revitalization efforts.

Agency/Group/Organization

Agency/Group/Organization Type

New Bedford/Fall River Housing Partnership

Housing

Services - Housing
Service - Fair Housing
Regional Organization
Planning Organization

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment
Public Housing Needs
Market Analysis

How was the
Agency/Group/Organization consulted
and what are the anticipated outcomes
of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

The city co-chairs the New Bedford/Fall River
Housing Partnership. The group initially formed
to address and prevent mortgage foreclosures
and has expanded to provide educational
seminars on credit management, and a focus on
homebuyer education. The anticipated outcome
is continued focus on pre- and post-counseling
and sustainable homeownership programs.

Identify any Agency Types not consulted and provide rationale for not consulting

A broad range of agencies and organizations were proactively consulted during the development of
the Five-Year Consolidated Plan and Annual Action Plan. In keeping with HUD's Best Practices, the
City of New Bedford consulted with housing developers, service providers, civic and business

leaders, and units of adjacent governments.
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Other local /regional /state /federal planning efforts considered when preparing the Plan

Name of Plan Lead How do the goals of your Strategic Plan overlap with the
Organization goals of each plan?
Continuum of City of New The Consolidated Plan and Annual Action Plan was
Care Bedford developed in consultation with the city's Homeless Service

Provider Network (HSPN) and is consistent with the goals
and priorities of the Continuum of Care. The HSPN
membership consists of non-profit organizations, the
business community, faith-based organizations, local
government, public and assisted housing providers, private
and governmental health, mental health, and service
agencies. HSPN members are expected to continue to be
active participants in the development of future plans and

reports.
New Bedford New Bedford The City of New Bedford and the New Bedford Housing
Housing Housing Authority (NBHA) consult with one another during the
Authority Plan Authority preparation of each agency's Consolidated and Annual Plans

to ensure goals and actions are consistent with one another.
Both the City of New Bedford and the NBHA strive to
improve the quality of housing stock of New Bedford
households and ensure services are available to meet the
needs of low and moderate income residents.

Uniting in Pursuit | Regeneration A comprehensive planning vision for New Bedford was
of Growth and Committee completed through an independent Regeneration
Opportunity Committee, comprised of a diverse group of business and

educational community leaders. The plan presents concrete
strategies in four distinct areas. Specifically, 1. Organizing
and sustaining New Bedford economic development
activities; 2. Furthering the regeneration of downtown New
Bedford; 3. Growing the Port of New Bedford; and 4.
Growing advanced manufacturing industries.

Capital City of New In 2014, the city developed a new Long-Range Capital
Improvement Bedford Improvement Program (CIP). The plan includes a $42
Plan million commitment from FY 2014-FY 2018 that provides

the basis for capital asset preservation projects, for public
safety buildings, New Bedford Public Schools, and public
facilities. The plan will identify both ongoing capital needs
and strategic opportunities for CIP investment over the long

term.

Table 3 - Other local /regional /federal planning efforts
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Describe cooperation and coordination with other public entities, including the State and
any adjacent units of general local government, in the implementation of the Consolidated
Plan (91.215(1))

The City of New Bedford, through the DPHCD, is in constant contact with various public and private
agencies to ensure funding priorities are in line and coordinated with current community
development goals and objectives. The DPHCD consults with numerous housing and real estate
entities through its leadership on the New Bedford/Fall River Housing Partnership. This
Partnership is comprised of 30 local lenders, realtors, CHDOs, and home counseling agencies and is
a collaboration between the Cities of Fall River and New Bedford.

The DPHCD also consults with the regional planning agency -- Southeastern Regional Planning and
Economic Development District -- in implementing the Consolidated Plan. The DPHCD director is a
commissioner on the regional planning board and participates in monthly meetings involved in the
comprehensive planning efforts for housing, economic development and transportation initiatives

for Bristol County.

The DPHCD also participates on the advisory committee for the South Coast Regional Network to
End Homelessness. This regional organization represents the Continuum of Care for four cities in
Bristol County -- Attleboro, Taunton, Fall River and New Bedford -- and is instrumental in
implementing the coordinated intake and assessment system across these continuums.
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PR-15 Citizen Participation

1. Summary of citizen participation process/Efforts made to broaden citizen
participation

Summarize citizen participation process and how it impacted goal-setting

The public participation process for the 2015-2019 City of New Bedford Consolidated Plan
collected community input through three primary citizen participation activities: citywide public
meetings, the Consolidated Plan Community Survey, and public hearings. Quantitative public
feedback gathered through the Public Meetings and Community Surveys were used to identify
community needs, priorities and plan goals.

Public meeting attendees were able to rank a series of community development improvements that
correlate to federal formula block grant eligible activities. Responses prioritizing these desired
improvements are as follows:

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

1. Commercial Fagade Improvements

2. Business Assistance Program - Technical Assistance for small businesses
3. Micro-Enterprise Development

4. Business Incubators

HOUSING

1. Homeownership Assistance - Down Payment, Closing Cost
2. Housing Rehabilitation Loans/Grants

3. Lead Paint Abatement

4. Additional Rental Housing

PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE

1. Park and Recreation Improvements
2. Parking Facilities

3. Water/Sewer Improvements

4. Street Improvements

PUBLIC FACILITIES

1. Senior Centers

2. Handicapped Centers

3. Removal of Architectural Barriers

4. Homeless Facilities

PUBLIC SERVICES

1. Senior Services

2. Handicapped Services
3. Bilingual Services

4. Legal Services

Consolidated Plan 2015-2020 NEW BEDFORD 25
OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 07/31/2015)



Citizen Participation Outreach

Mode of
Outreach

Sort
Order

Summary of
comments
received

Summary of
comments not
accepted
and reasons

URL (If
applic-
able)

Target of
Outreach

Summary of
response/

attendance

1 Public Non- Public Hearing | A PowerPoint was | All comments
Hearing targeted/ #112/9/2014 | presented were accepted.
broad at 6:00 PM New | reviewing the City
community | Bedford Main of New Bedford's
Library. Five-Year
Provided Consolidated
overview of the | Planning process
Consolidated and previous use
Plan, solicited of HUD funds.
input on Comments
community consisted of
needs and supporting
priorities. specific projects
Approximately | in the
12 people International
attended. Market Place area
(i.e. Cape Verdean
Cultural Center)
and continued
support for senior
and veterans
programs.
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Mode of
Outreach

2 Neighbor-
hood
Meeting

Target of
Outreach

Minorities

Non-
English
Speaking -
Specify
other
language:
Spanish,
Portuguese

Neighbor-
hood
Residents

Summary of
response/

attendance

Mt. Pleasant
Neighborhood
Association
Meeting on
10/22/2014
at 6:30 PM
Holy Name of
the Sacred
Heart of Jesus
Christ Church
-121 Mt.
Pleasant
Street.
Provided
overview of
the
Consolidated
Plan, solicited
input on
community
needs and
priorities.
Technical
Assistance on
submission of
CDBG

Summary of
comments
received

Comments
received
consisted of the
following:
support for the
development of
the International
Market Place
area and along
Acushnet Ave.
corridor, support
for Emergency
and Transitional
Housing
programs,
support for
additional
transportation
programs,
services for
youth, and
support for
additional
recreational
services and an
indoor facility in

Summary of

comments not

accepted
and reasons

All comments
were accepted.

URL (If
applic-
able)

application. the North End.
Approximately
9 people
attended.
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Mode of

Target of

Summary of

Summary of

Summary of

URL (If

Outreach = Outreach response/ comments comments not applic-
attendance received accepted able)
and reasons
3 Neighbor- | Minorities | South End Comments All comments
hood Neighborhood | received were accepted.
Meeting Non- Association consisted of the
Englis.h Meeting on following:
:g:i;‘f;“g " 1 10/22/2014 | affordable
other at 6:30 PM at housing,
language: Ingraham emergency
Spanish, Place - 80 rehabilitation
Portuguese | Rivet Street. and general
Provided rehabilitation of
Neighbor- | overview of multi-family
hood the residential
Residents | copsolidated | homes were
Plan, solicited | identified as
input on needs and
community priorities by the
needs and Association.
priorities. Business loans
Approximately | for both small
7 people and medium
attended. sized business
were identified
as a priority.
Road and
sidewalk repair
was also
identified as a
priority.
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Mode of
Outreach

Target of
Outreach

Summary of
response/
attendance

Summary of
comments
received

Summary of

comments not

accepted
and reasons

URL (If
applic-
able)

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 07/31/2015)

Neighbor- | Non- Cove Street Comments All comments
hood English Neighborhood | received were accepted.
Meeting Speaking - | Association consisted of the
Sipeeify Meeting on following: road
other 11/3/2014 at | and sidewalk
language: .
Szt 6:30 PM New repairs were
Portuguese England identified as a
Demolition & | priority.
Neighbor- Salvage - 73 Residents also
hood Cove Street. identified public
Residents Provided safety efforts
overview of including police
the presence and
Consolidated lighting.
Plan, solicited | Additionally,
input on residents voiced
community support for
needs and continuation of
priorities. housing
Approximately | rehabilitation
18 people efforts and
attended. efforts to remove
blighting
properties.
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Mode of | Target of Summary of Summary of Summary of URL (If

Outreach | Outreach response/ comments comments not applic-
attendance received accepted able)
and reasons
5 Neighbor- | Minorities | Great Attendees All comments
hood Neighborhood | completed a were accepted.
Meeting Non- Association group exercise to
English Meeting on identify high
Speaking- | 12/2/2014 at | priority needs for
Specify 6:00 PM Global | the following
other Learning Public | categories
langqage: Charter School | (Community
Spanish, 190 Ashley Development,
Portuguese | plyq. provide Housing, Public
) overview of the | Infrastructure,
Neighbor- C lidated E -
hood onsolidate conomic
Residents Plan, solicited Development and
Input on Homelessness).
community The following are
needs and the results of the
priorities. survey comments:
Approximately | Community
45 people Development
attended. (Street Lighting/
Thirty were Improvements),
native Spanish | Housing (Lead-
speakers from | Free Housing,
Guatemala. A Home Repairs for
Spanish Existing
speaking Homeowners,
translator was | Affordable Rental
present at the Housing), Public
meeting to Infrastructure
provide (Street
translation Improvements/
services. Drainage),
Economic
Development
(Tech Assistance
to Businesses and
Storefront/
Business District
Improvements)
and Homeless
(Additional
Emergency
Shelters and
Mental Health
Services).
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Mode of
Outreach

() Focus
Group

Target of
Outreach

Minorities

Non-
English
Speaking -
Specify
other
language:
Spanish,
Portuguese

Persons
with
disabilities

Non-
targeted/
broad
community

Residents
of Public
and
Assisted
Housing

Summary of
response/
attendance

Focus Group on
12/3/2014 at
9:00 AM
DPHCD, 608
Pleasant Street.
Obtained input
on community
development
and housing
needs and
priorities.
Approximately
13 people
attended. The
following
organizations
attended the
focus group
session:
Catholic Social
Services,
MassHousing,
Greater New
Bedford
Association of
Realtors, New
Bedford
Housing
Authority, TRI,
and WHALE.

Summary of
comments

received

Attendees
discussed a
variety of housing
needs with
consensus for the
need for
additional
Veterans Housing
units, small
housing units for
one person
households, and
the need for
additional
accessible units.
Discussion also
focused on
existing housing
conditions and the
need for housing
rehabilitation and
energy efficiency
programs.
Attendees also
discussed the
housing demand
created by
growing numbers
of homeless
families in motels.
Housing
Developers
shared concerns
about rising
operating costs
and impact cost
and rising interest
rates would have
on the market.
Developers spoke
of lack of housing
development
opportunities as
the market
tightens.

Summary of

comments not

accepted
and reasons

All comments
were accepted.

URL (If
applic-
able)
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Mode of
Outreach

Target of
Outreach

Summary of
response/
attendance

Summary of
comments
received

Summary of

comments not

accepted
and reasons

URL (If
applic-
able)

7 Focus Minorities | Focus group Comments All comments
Group on received were accepted.
Persons 11/20/2014 | included: lack of
with | 4t 9:00 AM sufficient
disabilities | ppycp, 608 | affordable
Non- Pleasant housing for low-
targeted/ Street. income families;
el Obtained input | frustration with
community | On community | the ability to
development effectively
and homeless | deliver services
needs/ to families placed
priorities. out of their
Approximately | community of
26 people origin;
attended. causational
impact of
addiction on
increasing
homeless
numbers.
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Mode of
Outreach

Target of
Outreach

Summary of
response/

attendance

Summary of
comments
received

Summary of

comments not

accepted
and reasons

URL (If
applic-
able)

8 Focus Minorities | Youth Focus Attendees All comments
Group Group identified the were accepted.
Non- Tuesday, following as
English 1/6/2015 at priority needs:
Speaking- | 4.00 PM summer
Slpe iy DPHCD, 608 employment
T Pleasant St. programs,
language: ) . .
Spanish, Obtained input | transportation,
Portuguese | 1 youth- recreational
related programs that
Persons community include an
with development educational
disabilities | needs. component, and
Approximately | utilization of
Non- 11 people vacant lots near
izl attended. The | schools to
broad _ following support the
community L. o
organizations | school's mission
Residents attended the and activities.
of Public focus group
and session:
Assisted Dennison
Housing Memorial,
Boys and Girls
Club, NB Art
Museum, Trips
for Kids,
YouthBuild,
Mass in
Motion, and
Saturday
Academy.
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Mode of | Target of Summary of Summary of Summary of URL (If
Outreach = Outreach response/ comments comments not applic-
attendance received accepted able)
and reasons
9 News- Minorities | The Standard | Consolidated NA
paper Ad Times Plan Public
Non- Newspaper meeting to solicit
English English Dates | input. Technical
Speaking- | pyplished in assistance in
Sipeiify Newspaper preparing the
;)::;age- 12/3/2014 | REP was
Khmer, and 1/9/2015. | encouraged and
Spanish, The DPHCD accommodated
Portuguese | held two to all parties
Consolidated interested.
Persons Plan public
with meetings to
disabilities | solicit input on
12/9/2014
Zligv;ted/ and
broad 1/13/2015.
community
Residents
of Public
and
Assisted
Housing
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Mode of | Target of Summary of Summary of Summary of URL (If
Outreach = Outreach response/ comments comments not applic-
attendance received accepted able)
and reasons
10 News- Minorities | Vocero Consolidated NA
paper Ad Hispano Plan Public
Non- Spanish meeting to solicit
English Newspaper input. Technical
Speaking - | pates assistance in
Sipeiify Published in preparing the
other
language: Newspaper RFP was
Spanish 12/11/2014 encouraged and
and 1/9/2015. | accommodated
Non- The DPHCD to all parties
targeted/ held two interested.
broad Consolidated
community | Plan public
meetings to
solicit input on
12/9/2014
and
1/13/2015
11 Neighbor- | Minorities | The City The City received | All comments
hood launched a over 900 were accepted.
Meeting Non- web-based responses
iyl survey in three | related to
Speaking - languages to rioritization of
Specify sHase prior
other capture input | housing and
language: on resident community
Spanish, prioritization | development
Portuguese | in categories needs. Results
of economic are included
Non- development, | within the Needs
targeted/ | housing, Assessment
broad ' homeless portion of
SO L57 services, Consolidated
public Plan.
facilities, and
public
infrastructure
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Mode of | Target of Summary of Summary of Summary of URL (If
Outreach | Outreach response/ comments comments not applic-

attendance received accepted able)
and reasons

12 Public Non- The City will No comments Not-applicable
Meeting | targeted/ | conduct public | were received.
broad hearing on
community | y,ne 11,2015
to obtain
comment on
the draft
Consolidated
Plan and
Annual Action
Plan.
Table 4 - Citizen Participation Outreach
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Needs Assessment

NA-05 Overview

Needs Assessment Overview

The Consolidated Plan Needs Assessment provides an overview of the city’s housing, homeless, and
community needs compiled through an analysis of relevant data as well as from information
provided by residents, property owners, the New Bedford Public Housing Authority, key
stakeholders, non-profit service providers, and City officials.

Overwhelmingly, this assessment identifies the need for safe, affordable housing as the city’s
primary housing need. Census data confirms that the housing stock in New Bedford is old and that
a high number of residents are cost burdened, paying more than 30% of their income on housing
costs. These two (2) issues, along with problems associated with abandoned and foreclosed
properties, were identified by 60% of the 828 New Bedford residents responding to a question
about housing in a multi-lingual community-wide survey.

Similarly, New Bedford's Homeless Service Provider Network (HSPN) also identified safe,
affordable housing as a priority, but additionally identified the concurrent importance of the
supportive service needs of homeless, formerly homeless, and at-risk households that are
inextricably linked to successful, sustainable housing. Rapid rehousing services, substance abuse
services, mental health services as well as education and employment opportunities were also
identified as priority needs for populations experiencing varying forms of homelessness.

Non-housing community development needs were assessed in three (3) eligibility areas: public
services, public improvements, and public facilities. In the program areas of public improvements
and public facilities, the City of New Bedford relies upon a neighborhood-based strategy that
addresses needs for infrastructure improvements such as the reconstruction of city streets and
sidewalks; the demolition of abandoned and unsafe buildings; physical improvements to improve
public facilities and parks; and the creation of neighborhood and cultural centers. Public Service
needs include services benefiting high-risk populations such as youth services and child care,
afterschool programs, summer camps, and youth employment; recreational programs for all New
Bedford residents; and services to prevent domestic violence.
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NA-10 Housing Needs Assessment - 24 CFR 91.205 (a,b,c)

Summary of Housing Needs

The following section of the Consolidated Plan provides a summary of New Bedford’s housing
needs utilizing information provided by HUD and describing levels of housing need by income
range, family type and type of housing problems.

Between 2000 and 2011, the population of New Bedford remained

“Overall, slightly relatively stable. While the median income of New Bedford
more than 50% of households rose by 36% to $37,493, the number of low income
New Bedford families remains high. According to 2007-2011 CHAS data for New

Bedford, 6,940 households, nearly 18% of the total households, were
in the extremely low income range of the 0%-30% HUD Area Median

households were at

or below 80% of Income (AMI); 6,415 households, more than 16% of the total

AM], the income households in New Bedford, were in the very low income range of
range often targeted 30-50% AMI; and 6,270 households, 16% of the total households,
for federal housing were low income at >50-80% AMI. Overall, slightly more than 50%
assistance.” of New Bedford households were at or below 80% of AMI, the

income range often targeted for federal housing assistance.

For many of these low and moderate income households, the ability to secure safe affordable
housing is a challenge. These families experience a housing cost burden, traditionally defined as a
household expending more than 30% of their income on housing costs. A severe housing cost
burden exists when families expend more than 50% of their income on housing. According to the
2007-2011 CHAS data, 64% of the extremely low income households, those at 30% or less of AM],
experience a severe housing cost burden; an additional 13% experience a housing cost burden. For
this extremely-low income population the lack of deeply affordable units leads to housing
instability.

Among these very low income households, those with incomes between 30 and 50% of AMI, 38%
experience a severe housing cost burden; an additional 36% experience a housing cost burden.
While these very low income households are less likely to have the severe cost burden than their
extremely low income counterparts, 74% of these households are unable to secure affordable
housing. The disproportional expenditure of household income on housing costs has economic
development implications as those families must often choose between housing and other basic
necessities.

Low income households, while better positioned in the housing market, are still likely to experience
a housing cost burden. Nearly 50% of these households expend more than 30% of their household
income on housing, including utilities.
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Demographics Base Year: 2000 Most Recent Year: 2011 % Change
Population 93,768 95,006 1%
Households 38,240 38,869 2%
Median Income $27,569.00 $37,493.00 36%

Table 5 - Housing Needs Assessment Demographics
Data Source: 2000 Census (Base Year), 2007-2011 ACS (Most Recent Year)

Number of Households Table

>100%

AMI

Total Households * 6,940 6,415 6,270 3,525 15,725
Small Family Households * 2,335 2,155 2,320 1,910 8,450
Large Family Households * 255 380 385 100 1,190
Household contains at least one 1145 1185 1,065 £40 2715
person 62-74 years of age
Household contains at least one 1180 1655 1,065 £20 820
person age 75 or older
Ho.useholds with one or more 1274 1110 1160 775 2175
children 6 years old or younger *
* the highest income category for these family types is >80% AMI
Table 6 - Total Households Table
Data 2007-2011 CHAS
Source:
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Housing Needs Summary Tables

Low/Moderate Income Housing Problems

B No Problems

Il Nolncome

B8 Cost Burden >30%

Cost Burden >50%

B Overcrowded

31% 31% Severely Overcrowded
1% W 1%
0,
m gi:;: n g;o,/z - Lacking Complete Plumbing or
6 =_=_—TTT = Kitchen Facilities

Low/Mod Income Renters Low/Mod Income Owners

Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS

Consolidated Plan 2015-2020 NEW BEDFORD
OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 07/31/2015)



1. Housing Problems (Households with one of the listed needs

Renter Owner
0- >30- >50- >80- | Total >50- | >80- Total
30% 50% 80% 100% 80% @ 100%
AMI AMI AMI @ AMI
NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS
Substandard
Housing -
Lacking 50 20 10 70 | 150 | 15 0 20 0 35
complete

plumbing or
kitchen facilities

Severely
Overcrowded -
With >1.51
people per room 55 20 10 0 85 4 0 0 0 4
(and complete
kitchen and
plumbing)

Overcrowded -
With 1.01-1.5
people per room
(and none of the
above
problems)

75 75 100 30 280 0 35 60 0 95

Housing cost
burden greater
than 50% of
income (and 3,690 | 1,825 | 190 4 5709 | 780 620 610 265 2,275
none of the
above
problems)

Housing cost
burden greater
than 30% of
income (and 770 | 1,635 | 1,700 | 205 | 4,310 | 130 680 600 700 2,110
none of the
above
problems)

Zero/negative
Income (and
none of the 320 0 0 0 320 135 0 0 0 135
above
problems)

Table 7 - Housing Problems Table
Data 2007-2011 CHAS
Source:
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2. Housing Problems 2 (Households with one or more Severe Housing Problems: Lacks
kitchen or complete plumbing, severe overcrowding, severe cost burden)

Renter Owner

>30- >50- >80- Total 0- >50- >80- Total

50% 80% 100% 30% 80% 100%

AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI
NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS
Having 1 or more
of four housing 3,865 | 1,940 310 105 6,220 | 800 660 685 265 2,410
problems
Having none of
four housing 1,680 | 2,820 | 3,600 | 1,690 | 9,790 | 135 995 | 1,670 | 1,465 | 4,265
problems
Household has
negative income,
but none of the 320 0 0 0 320 135 0 0 0 135
other housing
problems

Table 8 - Housing Problems 2

Data 2007-2011 CHAS

Source:

Cost Burden

3. Cost Burden > 30%

Renter

>30- >50- Total

50% 80%

AMI AMI
NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS
Small Related 1,910 1,425 715 4,050 140 230 395 765
Large Related 170 275 65 510 4 15 145 164
Elderly 1,225 1,050 350 2,625 585 880 500 1,965
Other 1,320 800 790 2,910 195 175 240 610
Totalneedby | coc | 3550 | 1020 | 10095 | 924 | 1300 | 1280 | 3504
income

Table 9 - Cost Burden > 30%
Data 2007-2011 CHAS
Source:
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Severe Cost Burden

4. Cost Burden > 50%

REE Y

>50-

80%

AMI
NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS
Small Related | 1,700 | 600 60 2,360 140 | 165 | 250 555
Large Related 170 65 0 235 4 15 25 44
Elderly 855 575 80 1510 | 455 | 325 | 170 950
Other 1,125 | 615 50 1,790 195 | 110 | 180 485
Totalneedby | 5000 | 1855 | 190 5,895 794 | 615 | 625 2,034
mcome

Table 10 - Cost Burden > 50%
Data 2007-2011 CHAS

Source:

5. Crowding (More than one person per room)

Renter Owner
0- >30- >50- >80- Total 0- >50- >80- Total
30% 50% 80% 100% 30% 80% 100%
AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI
NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS
ingle famil
Single family 95 | 70 | 110 | 10 | 285 | 4 | 35 | 25 0 64
households
Multiple,
unrelated family 30 20 0 20 70 0 0 35 0 35
households
Other, non-
family 15 0 0 0 15 0 0 0 0 0
households
Total
Total need by 140 | 90 | 110 | 30 | 370 | 4 | 35 | 60 0 99
income

Table 11 - Crowding Information - 1/2

Data 2007-2011 CHAS

Source:

Describe the number and type of single person households in need of housing assistance.

The City of New Bedford does not collect data on the number and type of single person
households in need of housing assistance nor is this data provided by HUD in the eCon Planning
Suite. To estimate the number of single person households in need of housing assistance, the
City of New Bedford gathered data from the American Community Survey 2007-2011 B11001
table. This data indicates an estimated 16,085 non-family households. Of these other or non-
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family households, 13,365 or 83% are identified as single person households. An estimate of
single person household housing needs can be arrived at by taking 83% of the "other" New
Bedford households with housing conditions in Table 5 in this section. Using this approach, a
little more than 3,000 households in New Bedford are cost burdened, spending more than 30% of
income on housing costs, and approximately 10 are living in crowded conditions, defined as
more than one person per room.

(Estimate the number and type of families in need of housing assistance who are disabled or
victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault and stalking.

Almost 18% (or approximately 16,500) of the New Bedford non-institutionalized civilian
population has a disability, according to the 2009-2013 ACS data. Additional information is needed
about the types of disability and whether those disabilities require some kind of housing assistance
due to mobility impairments or inability to earn sufficient income to afford housing. The City of
New Bedford does not track the number of families in need of housing assistance who are victims of
domestic violence. The Women's Center operates a safe house and emergency shelter for victims of
domestic violence, sexual assault and/or stalking.

What are the most common housing problems?

HOUSING COST BURDEN BY INCOME GROUP AMONG OWNERS

Owner households spending more than 30% of their income on
housing costs and utilities are cost burdened; those spending more
than half of their income are considered severely cost burdened.

I CostBurdened [l Severely Cost Burdened

75%

Extremely Low Very Low Low Moderate
Income Income Income Income
(0-30% of AMI)  (31-50% of AMI) (51-80% of AMI) (81-100% of AMI)

Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS

Figure 1 - Housing Cost Burden By Income
Group Among Renters
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HOUSING COST BURDEN BY INCOME GROUP AMONG RENTERS

Renter households spending more than 30% of their income on
housing costs and utilities are cost burdened; those spending more
than half of their income are considered severely cost burdened.

. Cost Burdened [l Severely Cost Burdened

79%

Extremely Low Very Low Low Moderate
Income Income Income Income
(0-30% of AMI)  (31-50% of AMI) (51-80% of AMI) (81-100% of AMI)

Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS

Figure 2 - Housing Cost Burden By Income
Group Among Owners

Housing cost burden, including severe cost burden, is by far the biggest problem facing New
Bedford renters. CHAS data reinforces that the incidence of cost burden or severe cost burden is
more than 10 times greater than the incidence of any of the other housing problems including
overcrowding, severe overcrowding, and living in substandard housing. Overall, 10,095 New
Bedford renter households under 80% of AMI experience a housing cost burden compared with
415 total households that experience any one of the other housing conditions -- overcrowding,
severe overcrowding, and living in substandard housing -- combined.

e Severe housing cost burden, spending more than 50% of income on housing including
utilities, is impacting 5,709 renter households; and,

e Severe housing cost burden, spending 30% to 50% of income on housing including utilities,
is impacting 4,310 renter households.

New Bedford homeowners are also challenged by paying too much for housing. Similarly, the
incidence of cost burden and severe cost burden are the two most common housing problems
facing New Bedford homeowners.

e Severe housing cost burden, spending more than 50% of income on housing including
utilities, is impacting 2,305 homeowners; and,

Consolidated Plan 2015-2020 NEW BEDFORD 45
OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 07/31/2015)



e Housing cost burden, spending between 30% and 50% of income on housing including
utilities, is impacting 2,210 homeowners.

Are any populations/household types more affected than others by these problems?

Extremely low income and very low income renters have the highest number of severely cost
burdened households (more than 50% of income on housing, including utilities), while very low
income and low income renters are more likely to spend between 30 and 50% of their income on
housing, including utilities. For homeowners, the number of severely cost burdened households is
more evenly distributed among the income categories up to 80% of area median income. Perhaps
even more surprising, the largest number of cost burdened homeowners (30 to 50% of income on
housing, including utilities) is the 700 homeowner households earning 80 to 100% of area median
income, although the number of homeowners at 30 to 50%, and 50 to 80% were also significant.

Describe the characteristics and needs of low-income individuals and families with children
(especially extremely low-income) who are currently housed but are at imminent risk of
either residing in shelters or becoming unsheltered 91.205(c)/91.305(c)). Also discuss the
needs of formerly homeless families and individuals who are receiving rapid re-housing
assistance and are nearing the termination of that assistance

The continuing loss of affordable housing, in conjunction with the lack of growth in local living
wage jobs, has exacerbated the problem of at-risk homeless individuals and families.

The most prevalent characteristic and need of low income individuals and families who are at
imminent risk of losing their housing is their low income and lack of economic resources, with 24%
of New Bedford residents living at or below the poverty line . .

Based upon consultations with key stakeholders and the New Bedford Homeless Service Providers
Network (HSPN), the “extremely hot” housing market has resulted in a significant loss of traditional
affordable rental units. Households including elders and disabled persons are being displaced from
their New Bedford housing as smaller properties are acquired and redeveloped. Homeless service
providers report that these displaced households are not able to find affordable replacement
housing within the city.

The households most susceptible to becoming homeless are households who are at or below 30%
of the area median income and are severely cost-burdened (paying more than 50% of their income
for rent). With such limited resources, these families are often left to choose between food, medical
care or housing. Other populations disproportionately at risk of becoming homeless are victims of
domestic violence, substance abusers, those with severe mental health problems, and people
exiting incarceration. Consultations with rental property owners and the Homeless Service
Providers Network identified substance addiction and mental health issues as growing challenges.
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Persons with the imminent risk of residing in shelters or becoming unsheltered characteristically
have a combination of financial factors that create the risk, such as lack of a living wage job, rent in
excess of 30% of their income, and high child care, medical or transportation costs.

If a jurisdiction provides estimates of the at-risk population(s), it should also include a
description of the operational definition of the at-risk group and the methodology used to
generate the estimates:

The City of New Bedford Emergency Solution Grant Written Standards Guidance Manual provides a
“Risk Factors for Homelessness Worksheet” to be used by providers in assessing and prioritizing
households for prevention assistance. These factors, summarized below, serve as an operational
guideline for “At-Risk” populations.

At-Imminent-Risk Households are those who:

1. Have annual incomes below 30% AMI; AND
2. Do not have sufficient resources or support networks immediately available to obtain
permanent housing and prevent literal homelessness; AND
3. Either:
a. Will imminently lose their primary nighttime residence within 14 days OR
b. Are fleeing or attempting to flee domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault,
stalking or other dangerous or life threatening conditions related to violence.

At-Risk Households are those who:

1. Have annual incomes below 30% AMI; AND

2. Do not have sufficient resources or support networks immediately available to obtain
permanent housing and prevent literal homelessness, AND

3. Meet at least one of the following six conditions:

a. Moved two or more times due to economic reasons in 60 days prior to application for
assistance.

Living in the home of another due to economic hardship.

Losing housing within 21 days after application date.

d. Living in a hotel/motel not paid for by charitable organizations or federal /state/local
government programs.

e. Livingin severely overcrowded unit as defined by the U.S. Census Bureau (single-room
occupancy or efficiency apartment unit in which more than two persons, on average,
reside, or another type of housing in which there reside more than 1.5 persons per
room).

f.  Exiting public funded institution or system of care.

o

Estimates of the number of at-risk persons who become homeless annually are derived from the
2014/2015 Homeless Survey Reports. Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) data was
also utilized in this assessment.
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Specify particular housing characteristics that have been linked with instability and an
increased risk of homelessness

The Homeless Services Provider Network has identified the following as the three (3) leading
causes of homelessness and housing instability in New Bedford:

1) An inability to afford available housing reflecting both the income of the homeless and the cost
of housing;

2) Domestic violence; and,
3) Mental illness and/or substance abuse

Discussion

As noted within this chapter, the lack of safe, decent housing that is affordable to individuals and
families, particularly those at or below 80% AMI, within the City of New Bedford is the primary
housing characteristic linked with instability and as creating the greatest housing-based risk of
homelessness. Such instability and risk is rooted in two realities: first, the presence of an inventory
of affordable units that cannot keep pace with the demand, and secondly, the reality that
overwhelming percentages of individuals and families in New Bedford in both rental and
ownership situations may be characterized as housing-burdened and severely housing burdened.
These elements combine in portraying a clear picture that there is great need for an increased
inventory of housing and a betterment of the economic condition of those living at or below 80%
AMI within the city. Without addressing both of these needs, economically disadvantaged
individuals and families will continue experiencing housing instability and will either remain at risk
of homelessness, or succumb to it.

Survivors of domestic violence, (including sexual predation, stalking, etc.) are more often than not
at increased risk of homelessness particularly when their abuser incorporates economic and
emotional abuse as a means of keeping the person being violated subjugated and disconnected
from gainful employment, educational resources, supportive networks and healthy life skills that
include independent decision-making and even household budgeting. Many victims lose or cannot
keep jobs because of intimate partner threats and abuse, while others are unable to work because
of medical conditions resulting from physical violence. Once removed from the abusive situation,
the survivor must address not only the physical, emotional and mental affects of the trauma
sustained, but must focus on creating an independent life that includes an income stream and
housing. In light of the complexities inherent in such a journey, housing instability and the threat of
homelessness is a particularly real and constant threat for many such survivors.

In addition to economics, the need for more affordable housing and the realities of domestic
violence, additional precipitators can lead to housing instability and eventual homelessness. In the
City of New Bedford, mental illness, particularly serious mental illnesses [SMI] and the
deinstitutionalization of those with debilitating SMI as well as substance abuse—be it alcohol,
prescription or street drug—knows no economic class nor respects any geographic boundary.
Based on HSPN data over the past ten years, mental illness and substance abuse has historically
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ranked as the top indicators for those experiencing homelessness. With continuing diminishment
of funding for mental health services and an overwhelming increase in opiate trafficking and use in
this area of the Commonwealth, in particular, mental illness and substance abuse will—without an
infusion of funding--most likely remain as critical indicators of persistent housing instability and
homelessness.
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NA-15 Disproportionately Greater Need: Housing Problems - 91.205
(b)(2)

Assess the need of any racial or ethnic group that has disproportionately greater need in
comparison to the needs of that category of need as a whole.

Introduction

The disproportionately greater need analysis looks at the incidence of housing problems at various
income levels by race and ethnicity. The data is provided according to the following breakdowns:
White, Black/African American, Asian, American Indian and Alaska Native, Pacific Islander, and
Hispanic.

In reading this analysis it is important to remember that the population of American Indian and
Alaska Native (1.3%), population of Asian alone (.9%) and Pacific Islander (.1%) account for very
small proportions of the New Bedford total population. Given the low share of these populations,
the estimates from the American Community Survey and Comprehensive Housing Affordability
Strategy datasets for specific income levels present skewed data with relatively large margins of
error. As such, this data may indicate an issue that should be explored further but does not provide
definitive evidence of a disproportionately greater housing need.

0%-30% of Area Median Income

Household has
Has one or more Has none of the . O ACEURTE
. . . income, but none
Housing Problems* of four housing four housing
of the other
problems problems .
housing
problems
Jurisdiction as a whole 6,400 1,425 405
White 4,445 795 210
Black / African American 435 90 35
Asian 25 0 0
American Indian, Alaska Native 80 0 0
Pacific Islander 0 0 0
Hispanic 1,095 450 145
Table 12 - Disproportionally Greater Need 0 - 30% AMI
Data 2007-2011 CHAS
Source:

*The four housing problems are:
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person
per room, 4. Cost Burden greater than 30%
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30%-50% of Area Median Income

Housing Problems*

Has one or more

of four housing
problems

Has none of the
four housing
problems

Household has
no/negative
income, but none
of the other
housing
problems

Jurisdiction as a whole 4,080 1,285 0
White 3,195 925 0
Black / African American 215 95 0
Asian 50 15 0
American Indian, Alaska Native 0 0 0
Pacific Islander 0 0 0
Hispanic 315 185 0
Table 13 - Disproportionally Greater Need 30 - 50% AMI
?:ﬁ:ce: 2007-2011 CHAS

*The four housing problems are:

1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person
per room, 4. Cost Burden greater than 30%

50%-80% of Area Median Income

Household has
Has one or more Has none of the . no/negative
. . . income, but none
Housing Problems* of four housing four housing
of the other
problems problems .
housing
problems
Jurisdiction as a whole 2,880 2,780 0
White 2,010 2,165 0
Black / African American 195 40 0
Asian 10 15 0
American Indian, Alaska Native 20 10 0
Pacific Islander 0 30 0
Hispanic 365 340 0
Table 14 - Disproportionally Greater Need 50 - 80% AMI
Data 2007-2011 CHAS
Source:

*The four housing problems are:

1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person
per room, 4. Cost Burden greater than 30%
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80%-100% of Area Median Income

Household has
no/negative
income, but none
of the other
housing

problems

Has none of the
four housing
problems

Has one or more
of four housing
problems

Housing Problems*

Jurisdiction as a whole 1,140 2,645 0
White 955 1,930 0
Black / African American 95 105 0
Asian 0 34 0
American Indian, Alaska Native 0 10 0
Pacific Islander 0 0 0
Hispanic 35 370 0
Table 15 - Disproportionally Greater Need 80 - 100% AMI

Data 2007-2011 CHAS

Source:

*The four housing problems are:
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person
per room, 4. Cost Burden greater than 30%

Discussion

For households within the 0 to 30% area median income bracket within the City of New Bedford,
the overall incidence of experiencing one or more housing problems is 78%. Analysis by race and
ethnicity of the incidence of one or more housing problem for households earning 0 to 30% of area
median income indicate a disproportionately greater need for Asian, American-Indian and Alaskan
Native households. . In real numbers the Asian, American-Indian, and Alaskan Native households
experiencing this burden is small, only 105 households. The rate for Whites is 82%, for
Black/African American households is 78%, and for Hispanic households is 65%.

Although almost three quarters of New Bedford households in the 30 to 50% area median income
bracket experience one or more housing problems, no one racial or ethnic group experiences a
disproportionate amount of housing problems. The overall incidence of one or more housing
problems for New Bedford households in the 30 to 50% area median income is 76%, the incidence
for White households is 78%, the incidence for Black African American is 69%, the incidence for
Asian is 77%, the incidence for Hispanic is 63%, and the incidence for American Indian, Alaska
Native, and Pacific Islander is 0%.

Slightly more than half (51%) of New Bedford households in the 50 to 80% AMI bracket experience
one or more housing problems. Black/African American households experience a
disproportionately greater need (83%) although the total number of households in this category is
small (235 Black/African American households earning 50% to 80% AMI). American Indian and
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Alaska Native in this income bracket are also experiencing a disproportionately greater need (67%)
but the number of households is even smaller (30).

A little less than one third (30%) of New Bedford households in the 80 to 100% AMI income
bracket experience one or more housing problems. The incidence of one or more housing problems
for the 200 Black/African American households in this income category is 48%, indicating a
disproportionately greater need. None of the other racial or ethnic groups in this income category
experience a disproportionately greater need.
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NA-20 Disproportionately Greater Need: Severe Housing Problems -
91.205 (b)(2)

Assess the need of any racial or ethnic group that has disproportionately greater need in
comparison to the needs of that category of need as a whole.

Introduction

According to HUD, disproportionate need refers to any need for a certain race/ethnicity that is
more than ten (10) percentage points above the need demonstrated for the total households within
the jurisdiction at a particular income level. The tables below indicate the share of households by
race/ethnicity and income level experiencing one or more of the four severe housing problems.

The four (4) severe housing problems are: 1) Lacks complete kitchen facilities; 2) Lacks complete
plumbing facilities; 3) More than 1.5 persons per room (overcrowding); and 4) Cost burden greater
than 50% (share of income devoted to housing costs).

To calculate disproportionate severe need for each race/ethnicity, New Bedford has calculated the
share of the total number of households with one or more severe housing problems that is from a
particular race/ethnicity and compared that figure to the share of all New Bedford households at
that income level that experience the problem. (Share of Race/Ethnicity = number of households for
that race/ethnicity with one or more housing problem / total number of households for that
race/ethnicity.)

0%-30% of Area Median Income

Household has
Has one or more  Has none ofthe . ORI
. . . income, but none
Severe Housing Problems* of four housing four housing
of the other
problems problems .
housing
problems
Jurisdiction as a whole 4,930 2,885 405
White 3,520 1,715 210
Black / African American 355 170 35
Asian 25 0 0
American Indian, Alaska Native 80 0 0
Pacific Islander 0 0 0
Hispanic 725 825 145
Table 16 - Severe Housing Problems 0 - 30% AMI
Data 2007-2011 CHAS
Source:

*The four housing problems are:
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person
per room, 4. Cost Burden greater than 30%
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Concentrations of Severe Housing Problems

30%-50% of Area Median Income

Household has
Has one or more  Has none ofthe . AT U
. . . income, but none
Severe Housing Problems* of four housing four housing
of the other
problems problems .
housing
problems
Jurisdiction as a whole 2,210 3,155 0
White 1,805 2,325 0
Black / African American 95 214 0
Asian 15 50 0
American Indian, Alaska Native 0 0 0
Pacific Islander 0 0 0
Hispanic 150 355 0
Table 17 - Severe Housing Problems 30 - 50% AMI

Data 2007-2011 CHAS
Source:

*The four housing problems are:
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person
per room, 4. Cost Burden greater than 30%

50%-80% of Area Median Income

 Household has
Has one or more Has none of the . no/negative
. . . income, but none
Severe Housing Problems* of four housing four housing
of the other
problems problems .
housing
problems
Jurisdiction as a whole 715 4,950 0
White 465 3,710 0
Black / African American 75 165 0
Asian 0 25 0
American Indian, Alaska Native 0 30 0
Pacific Islander 0 30 0
Hispanic 75 625 0
Table 18 - Severe Housing Problems 50 - 80% AMI

Data 2007-2011 CHAS
Source:

*The four housing problems are:
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person
per room, 4. Cost Burden greater than 30%
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80%-100% of Area Median Income

Household has
no/negative
income, but none
of the other
housing

problems

Has none of the
four housing
problems

Has one or more
of four housing
problems

Severe Housing Problems*

Jurisdiction as a whole 209 3,570 0
White 164 2,720 0
Black / African American 20 175 0
Asian 0 34 0
American Indian, Alaska Native 0 10 0
Pacific Islander 0 0 0
Hispanic 15 390 0
Table 19 - Severe Housing Problems 80 - 100% AMI

Data 2007-2011 CHAS

Source:

*The four housing problems are:
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person
per room, 4. Cost Burden greater than 30%

Discussion

Three out of five New Bedford households (60%) in the 0 to 30% of AMI category experience a
severe housing problem. Asian, American Indian, and Alaska Native experience are more likely to
experience a severe housing burden although the total numbers are small -- 25 Asian households at
this income level and 80 American Indian, Alaska Native. The incidence of one or more severe
housing problems for the lowest-income White households is 65%. The incidence of one or more
significant housing problems for the lowest income Hispanic households is significantly lower at
43%.

More than three quarters (76%) of New Bedford households at 30 to 50% of AMI are experiencing
one or more severe housing problems. None of the racial or ethnic groups experience a
disproportionate need. The 500 Hispanic households -- 30 to 50% of AMI -- experience one or
more severe housing problems at a significantly lower rate of 63%.

New Bedford households in the 50 to 80% of AMI bracket experience one or more severe housing
problems 13% of the time. Although the total number is small (240 households), Black/African
American households in the 50 to 80% AMI bracket experience a disproportionate amount (31%)
of severe housing problems.

The incidence of one or more severe housing needs among the 3,779 New Bedford households in
the 80 to 100% of AMI bracket is low -- 6%. None of New Bedford's ethnic or racial groups in this
income bracket experience a disproportionate severe housing need.
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NA-25 Disproportionately Greater Need: Housing Cost Burdens - 91.205

(b)(2)

Assess the need of any racial or ethnic group that has disproportionately greater need in

comparison to the needs of that category of need as a whole.

Introduction:

HUD defines a household as “cost burdened” when the household spends more than 30% of income
on housing, including utilities. By this definition, more than half, or 19,855 New Bedford
households, are not cost burdened, paying less than 30% of their income on housing including
utilities; 8,615 households, which represents 23% of New Bedford households pay between 30 and
50% of their income on housing including utilities, and 8,099 households, which represents 22%
are severely cost burdened, paying more than half of their income on housing, including utilities.

Housing Cost Burden

No / negative

Housing Cost Burden 30-50% income (not
computed)
Jurisdiction as a whole 19,855 8,615 8,099 405
White 15,605 6,330 6,120 210
iﬁ‘;ﬁiﬁ ::lfma“ 985 535 495 35
Asian 265 70 45 0
American Indian,
Alaska Native 55 20 80 0
Pacific Islander 30 0 0 0
Hispanic 1,835 1,125 865 145
Table 20 - Greater Need: Housing Cost Burdens AMI
Data 2007-2011 CHAS
Source:
Discussion:

None of the three (3) major racial and ethnic groups in New Bedford (White, Black/African
American, and Hispanic) have a disproportionate incidence of cost burden or severe cost burden.
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NA-30 Disproportionately Greater Need: Discussion - 91.205(b)(2)

Are there any income categories in which a racial or ethnic group has disproportionately
greater need than the needs of that income category as a whole?

The analysis of disproportionately greater need for housing problems, severe housing problems,
and cost burden indicate that low and moderate income Black African American households and
very-low and low income Asian, American Indian and Alaska Native households are the most likely
to suffer from a housing problem at a disproportionately higher rate, ten (10) or more percentage
points higher than the incidence of the general population at that income level.

Low income (50 to 80% AMI) and moderate income (80 to 100% AMI) Black/African-American
households experience a disproportionately greater incidence of one or more housing problems.
435 Black/African-American households earning between 50 to 100% of AMI have one or more
housing problems. Low income (50 to 80%) Black/African American households also experience a
disproportionately greater incidence of severe housing problems, affecting 240 households.

Very low income (0 to 30% AMI) Asian, American-Indian and Alaskan Native households have a
disproportionately greater incidence of one or more housing problems than all very low income
New Bedford households, 78% of whom experience one or more housing problems. Moderate
income American Indian and Native Alaska are also experiencing a disproportionately greater
incidence of one or more housing problems.

Are any of those racial or ethnic groups located in specific areas or neighborhoods in your
community?
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New Bedford, MA - African American Population

April 14,2015
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