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New Bedford Conservation Commission 
133 William Street, Room 304 

New Bedford, MA  02740 
 

Re: Former Polymerine, Inc. Site Improvements & PCB Cleanup Plan 
 241 Duchaine Boulevard 

New Bedford, Massachusetts 

 
Dear Members of the Commission: 

On behalf of the City of New Bedford Environmental Stewardship Department (the City), 
Tighe & Bond respectfully submits two (2) copies of this Notice of Intent (NOI) for the 

former Polymerine, Inc. Site (Polymerine) Improvements and Cleanup Plan at 241 Duchaine 
Boulevard in New Bedford, Massachusetts.  This Cleanup Plan is developed in accordance 

with U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) Risk-Based Disposal Approval 
procedures listed under the Toxic Substance Control Act (TSCA) regulations at 40 CFR 

§761.61(c), and some elements of this cleanup plan meet the Self-Implementing Cleanup 

and Disposal of PCB Remediation Waste procedures listed at 40 CFR §761.61(a).  This also 
qualifies as an “interim” Phase II Comprehensive Site Assessment (Phase II) for a portion of 

the site, a Phase III Identification, Evaluation, and Selection of Comprehensive Response 
Action Alternatives (Phase III), and a Phase IV Remedy Implementation Plan (Phase IV RIP) 

under the Massachusetts Contingency Plan (MCP; 310 CMR 40.0000).   
 

This NOI is being filed under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (WPA; M.G.L. c. 
131 § 40) and City of New Bedford Wetlands Protection Ordinance (Chapter 17).  A portion 

of the cleanup activities will occur within Bordering Vegetated Wetlands (BVW) and its 

Buffer Zone.  These cleanup activities are being proposed as a Limited Project pursuant to 
the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (WPA).   

The site also falls within areas mapped as Priority Habitats of Rare Species (PH 1349) and 
Estimated Habitats of Rare Wildlife (EH 1) for the Eastern Box Turtle (Terrapene carolina).  

Accordingly, a copy of this NOI has been provided to the Massachusetts Natural Heritage 
and Endangered Species Program (NHESP) for their review and comment under the WPA 

and the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA, 321 CMR 10.00). 

We look forward to discussing this project with the Commission at its January 19, 2016 

hearing.  If the Commission would like to schedule a site visit or has any questions, please 

contact Amanda Crouch-Smith at (508) 304-6354 or ACSmith@tighebond.com or Todd 
Kirton at (413) 572-3222 or TDKirton@tighebond.com. 

Very truly yours, 
 

TIGHE & BOND, INC. 

 
Todd D. Kirton, LSP 

Senior Hydrogeologist 
 

Copy: MassDEP Southeast Region, Wetlands Program 

 Michele Paul, LSP, Director of Environmental Stewardship, City of New Bedford 

mailto:ACSmith@tighebond.com
mailto:TDKirton@tighebond.com
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 

Provided by MassDEP: 

MassDEP File Number 

Document Transaction Number 

NEW BEDFORD 
City/Town 

Important: 
When filling out 
forms on the 
computer, use 
only the tab key 
to move your 
cursor - do not 
use the return 
key. 

Note: 
Before 
completing this 
form consult 
your local 
Conservation 
Commission 
regarding any 
municipal bylaw 
or ordinance. 

A. General Information

1. Project Location (Note: electronic filers will click on button to locate project site):

241 Duchaine Boulevard 
a. Street Address

New Bedford
b. City/Town

02740 
c. Zip Code

Latitude and Longitude: 
41°43'35.68" N 
d. Latitude

70°57'.25.47" W 
e. Longitude

136 
f. Assessors Map/Plat Number

321
g. Parcel /Lot Number

2. Applicant:

Michele
a. First Name

Paul, LSP 
b. Last Name

Director of Environmental Stewardship, City of New Bedford 
c. Organization

133 William Street 
d. Street Address

New Bedford 
e. City/Town

MA 
f. State

02740 
g. Zip Code

(508) 991-6188 
h. Phone Number i. Fax Number

Michele.Paul@newbedford-ma.gov 
j. Email Address

3. Property owner (required if different from applicant): Check if more than one owner 

a. First Name b. Last Name

City of New Bedford 
c. Organization

133 William Street 
d. Street Address

New Bedford 
e. City/Town

MA 
f. State

02740 
g. Zip Code

h. Phone Number i. Fax Number j. Email address

4. Representative (if any):

Todd
a. First Name

Kirton, LSP 
b. Last Name

Tighe & Bond 
c. Company

446 Main Street 
d. Street Address

Worcester 
e. City/Town

MA 
f. State

01608  
g. Zip Code

(413) 572-3222 
h. Phone Number

(508) 564-4298 
i. Fax Number

TDKirton@tighebond.com 
j. Email address

5. Total WPA Fee Paid (from NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form):

Fee Exempt - Municipal Project 
a. Total Fee Paid

N/A
b. State Fee Paid

N/A 
c. City/Town Fee Paid
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Section 1    
Introduction 
On behalf of the City of New Bedford, Tighe & Bond has prepared this Notice of Intent 
(NOI) for the demolition and cleanup project proposed at the former Polymerine, Inc. 
facility (Polymerine) at 241 Duchaine Boulevard in New Bedford, Massachusetts.  The 
demolition of the site building, the removal of contaminated soils, and the “capping” of 
the remaining impacted soils are being proposed as a Limited Project pursuant to the 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (WPA).  A portion of the cleanup activities will 
occur within Bordering Vegetated Wetlands (BVW).  A Site Locus (Figure 1), Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) Priority Resource Areas Map (Figure 
2), and Orthophotograph (Figure 3) are provided in Appendix B.  The site plans depicting 
the existing and proposed conditions for the property, entitled “City of New Bedford 
Former Polymerine Site Improvements Project” prepared by Tighe & Bond (December 
2015), are provided in Appendix C. 

1.1 Background and Purpose 
The site is located in the New Bedford Business Park, in the northwestern region of the 
City of New Bedford.  The site parcel consists of approximately eight acres of land, the 
majority of which is undeveloped, forested wetland that is part of the Hobomock Swamp.  
The eastern portion of the site parcel is developed by a single-story 33,757-square foot 
manufacturing building scheduled to be demolished.   

The property was first developed in 1960 and was used for the manufacturing of composite 
fiberglass boards through the mid-1990s.   

For a majority of those operations, polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB)-containing oil was used 
in a closed-looped heat transfer system.  That system was used for bonding the fiberglass 
sheets together.  The heat transfer system was reportedly modified to use non-PCB oil at 
an unknown date.  After fiberglass board manufacturing operations ceased at the site, the 
site building was used for other manufacturing operations through to the late 2000s.  
Those operations reportedly did not involve the use of PCB-containing oils.   

The City of New Bedford took ownership of the property in June 2006 through tax title 
foreclosure, and the site has been vacant since 2009.  Since the building has been 
abandoned, there is evidence of trespassers at the site, and there has been some dumping 
of household items around the perimeter of the building.  There is also evidence that 
trespassers have accessed the locked building.   

A reported spill incident in April 1991 involved a release of oil and hazardous materials 
(OHM) from one or more drums at the site.  A 1992 report indicated that the property 
owner and shop foreman were involved in litigation concerning violations related to the 
storage and transportation of hazardous waste, and that the facility utilized OHM in large 
volumes during manufacturing.  Based on the site history and the known extent of PCB 
impacts, it appears that poor industrial housekeeping (i.e., storage and handling of PCB 
oils) and/or possible illegal dumping during the composite fiberglass board manufacturing 
operations was the primary cause(s) of the impacts to the site environment.  The apparent 
source areas for those impacts are a loading dock area off the north end of the site building 
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(where a former boiler room, machine shop, and the hydraulic press/manufacturing area 
were located) and in unpaved areas to the immediate northwest and to the immediate 
south/southwest of the site building.  Although undocumented, these areas were likely 
impacted by spills, leaking containers or drums (e.g., exterior areas used for drum 
storage), and/or illegal dumping.    

MassDEP first assigned Release Tracking Number (RTN) 4-1347 to the site in October 1993 
for the release of PCBs to site soils.  The source of the PCB contamination was identified 
as the PCB-containing oil used in manufacturing operations at the site.  Between April 
2000 and March 2001, a Removal Program was conducted by EPA’s Emergency Planning 
and Response Branch.  During this program, PCB-impacted soils were excavated to the 
northwest, west, southwest and south of the site building where PCBs were detected.  This 
included clearing and grubbing of an approximate 40,000-square foot area.  Soil 
excavation occurred to at least one foot below surface grade across this area.  The deepest 
excavation occurred to approximately 6 feet below surface grade to the immediate 
northwest of the site building.  Groundwater removal was not part of the EPA Removal 
Program; therefore, excavation ceased in some areas where PCBs were still detected but 
where groundwater was observed.  Upon completion of the removal activities, 
approximately 2,000 tons of PCB contaminated soils were generated and transported off 
site for disposal.   

Subsequent site assessment activities were completed by Tighe & Bond, and those results 
were reported in Phase II, Phase III, and Phase IV submittals to MassDEP for site RTN 4-
1347 in accordance with the Massachusetts Contingency Plan (MCP; 310 CMR 40.0000).  
Those findings indicated that PCB impacts are more expansive than previous investigations 
had indicated, as the total volume of remaining soils (and wetland soils) impacted by PCBs 
is estimated to be in excess of 6,000 cubic yards.  This includes PCB impacts over 100 
feet into the forested wetland to the west and northwest of the site building, with those 
impacts extending beyond the property line boundary into a west to east-oriented utility 
line easement and beyond. 

1.2 Project Summary 
The City is planning the demolition of the abandoned industrial building and the cleanup of a 
portion of the environmental impacts at the site using funding from MassDevelopment.  
Based on the limitations of the project funding and because of the scale of the impacts at 
the site, a targeted/risk-based approach to cleanup has been selected, with a goal of 
achieving a Permanent Solution (Partial) Statement for the site under the MCP.  This 
approach was discussed during a project team meeting with EPA and MassDEP officials at 
City offices in April 2015.  In general, the PCB Cleanup Plan includes the excavation of 
soils with PCBs equal to or greater than 500 milligram per kilogram (mg/kg) for off-site 
disposal, and the consolidation of the remaining PCB impacts in “upland areas” (i.e., outside 
of the wetland areas) beneath a capping system installed in accordance with §761.61(a)(7), 
and to place a restriction on the deed for both low occupancy use and for the capped area 
in accordance with §761.61(a)(8).  In the impacted upland areas outside the capping 
system, the goal is to remove soils with PCB concentrations greater than 1 mg/kg in the top 
0 to 2 feet below surface grade (BSG) and soils with PCB concentrations greater than 25 
mg/kg greater than 2 feet BSG for consolidation under the proposed cap.  This PCB Cleanup 
Plan also addresses the cleanup of PCB-impacted concrete from the building and other site 
building materials.         
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The project includes the demolition of approximately 66,833 sf of impervious area, which 
includes an existing 33,757 sf manufacturing building, and portions of its associated paved 
parking areas and walkway areas.  After demolition, cleanup of impacted soils will occur.  
The project will then seek to develop a paved parking lot area that will serve as a capping 
system for remaining PCB impacted soils at the project site.  This will provide a future 
beneficial use of the site by way of a new paved parking lot.    

The project is being undertaken by the Owner, the City of New Bedford.  As proposed, the 
new capping system/paved parking lot area and the site’s paved entrance roads would 
occupy approximately 55,000 sf, with any previously existing paved areas (outside the 
cap) being removed as part of the demolition work.  This would allow the level of 
impervious cover at the site to be reduced (by approximately 11,833 sf) as part of site 
redevelopment, and it will provide adequate capping for the contaminated soils located at 
the site.   
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Section 2    
Existing Environment 
This section provides a site description and resource area characterization for the project 
area.  Information in this section was determined based on direct observations made 
during recent on-site inspections, previous site inspections, and a review of information 
available through the Massachusetts Geographic Information System (MassGIS) and the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). 

2.1 General 
The 241 Duchaine Boulevard property consists of an approximately 8-acre parcel of land 
located in an industrial setting (Assessor’s Parcel ID: 135-32).  The eastern portion of the 
site parcel is currently developed with a single-story 33,757 sf manufacturing building that 
was constructed circa 1960.  The building is currently vacant and is scheduled for 
demolition as part of the proposed project.  An abandoned railroad spur line is located at 
the south end of the property.  Surrounding development is industrial.  On the northern 
portion of the property is an asphalt parking area, followed by an undeveloped wooded 
lot.  The eastern portion of the property consists of a landscaped lawn area beyond which 
has a drainage swale that borders Duchaine Boulevard, to the east.  To the west of the 
building is an overgrown lawn area beyond which are wetlands associated with Hobomock 
Swamp (see Sheet 3 for reference in Appendix C). 

The developed portion of the site parcel straddles the boundary between a Potentially 
Productive Aquifer (PPA) and a Non-Potential Drinking Water Source Area.  The site is not 
located within one-half mile of a Zone II or an Interim Wellhead Protection Area of a public 
water supply, or a Public Surface Water Supply Protection Area (Zone A).   

2.2 Methodology of Resource Area Investigations 
Wetland resource area investigations were conducted in October 2013 and visually 
confirmed in October 2015.  Resource areas were delineated in accordance with 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) guidelines, 310 CMR 
10.00 and the City of New Bedford Wetlands Protection Ordinance.  Site photographs are 
included in Appendix C of this NOI. 

2.3 Description of Wetland Resource Areas 
Wetland resource areas on the site are limited to Bordering Vegetated Wetlands (BVW).  
No lands subject to flooding (i.e., 100-year flood zone) are mapped in the vicinity of 
property.  The following subsection describes these jurisdictional areas.    

2.3.1 Bordering Vegetated Wetland 
An area of BVW is located to the north and west of the existing building and is best 
characterized as a Palustrine Shrub Swamp (PSS) along the periphery, transitioning to a 
Palustrine Forested Swamp (PFO) in the wetland interior.  Vegetation observed within this 
wetland includes gray birch (Betula populifolia), red maple (Acer rubrum), tupelo (Nyssa 
sylvatica), common elderberry (Sambucus canadensis), rough stem goldenrod (Solidago 
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rugosa), meadowsweet (Spirea latifolia), multiflora rose (Rosa multiflora), cattail (Typha 
latifolia), and Joe-pye weed (Eupatorium maculatum).  A large patch of common reed 
(Phragmites australis) is located in the northern reaches of this wetland.  This wetland is 
delineated by Flags A1 through A19, and then is continued with flags B1 through B7.  
Portions of this wetland are disturbed, particularly the area where the utility right-of-way 
intersects the wetland that is subject to periodic vegetation maintenance.  Landscape slash 
and household debris have also been dumped along the perimeter of the wetland.   

2.4 Rare Species 
The Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP) Atlas, 
effective October 1, 2008, and MassGIS online mapping (data valid as of May 2009) were 
reviewed during the preparation of this Notice of Intent.  According to these sources, the 
proposed project area is located within Priority Habitats of Rare Species (PH 1349) and 
Estimated Habitats of Rare Wildlife (EH 1) as shown on the Priority Resource Area Map 
(Figure 2).  A Rare Species Information Request was submitted to NHESP on July 19, 
2013.  In a response dated August 15, 2013 (NHESP Tracking No. 13-32465), NHESP 
confirmed that the Eastern Box Turtle (Terrapene carolina), a state-listed species of 
Special Concern, has been found in the vicinity of the site. 

A copy of this Notice of Intent (NOI) has been provided to NHESP for their review and 
comment under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection (MA WPA, 310 CMR 10.00) and 
the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA, 321 CMR 10.00). A copy of this 
correspondence is provided in Appendix E and Table 2.4.1 below summarizes the rare 
species identified at this location:  

TABLE 2.4.1 
Summary of NHESP-identified Rare Species at 130 East Main Street, Middleborough 

Scientific Name Common Name Taxonomic Group State Status 
Terrapene carolina Eastern-Box Turtle Reptile Special Concern 

Though located within an area identified as Eastern-Box Turtle habitat, the proposed 
activities are not expected to adversely affect individual turtles due to the installation of 
protective barriers during cleanup activities.  The cleanup activities are focused within 
mostly disturbed areas (i.e., building footprint, parking area, and lawn).  Further, the 
cleanup of contaminated soils from this area will significantly improve habitat functions 
and values by reducing the presence of PCBs within the soil at the site.  

2.5 Site Geology 
According to the Soil Survey of Bristol County Southern Part issued in October 1981 
(published by the Soil Conservation Service in cooperation with USDA-National Resources 
Conservation Service), the soils located on the eastern portion of the site are classified as 
Urban land (Ur).  Urban land consists of nearly level to moderately steep areas, where the 
soils have been altered or obscured by urban works or structures to the extent that 
classification is impossible.  The soils on the western portion of the site are classified as 
Freetown Muck (Fm).  Freetown Muck is described as consisting of nearly level, deep, 
poorly drained soils located in depressions.  The top two inches consist of reddish brown 
mucky peat, followed by black and dark reddish brown muck to depths of 60 inches. 
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Soils encountered during assessment activities varied across the site.  Soils in the vicinity 
of a former underground storage tank (UST) located off the north end of the building 
generally consisted of fine to coarse sands and gravel.  Coarser fill was also encountered 
beneath the building.  Soils on the northwestern and southern portions of the site varied 
depending on the depth of EPA’s previous excavation activities.  The soils used to backfill 
EPA’s earlier excavations generally consisted of fine to medium sand and silt.  Underlying 
the fill material to the northwest of the building was peat with silt and clay to approximate 
depths of four to six feet BGS.  This layer was followed by fine to medium sand with some 
silt and trace clay (to approximately 10 feet BGS). 
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Section 3    
Project Description 

3.1 Objectives 
The proposed project includes demolition of an abandoned manufacturing building and 
portions of its associated paved parking and walkway areas, followed by the development 
of a new a paved parking lot that will serve as a capping system for remaining PCB 
impacted soils at the project site.  After demolition and prior to the new parking lot 
construction, a cleanup program will be conducted under TSCA regulations (40 CFR 
§761.61(c)) and the MCP.  In general this will involve the following: 

• Prior to demolition work, asbestos and other OHM will be abated from the site 
building for proper management and off-site disposal;   

• Excavation of soils with PCB concentrations greater than 500 parts per million 
(ppm) for proper off-site disposal;  

• Minor excavation of PCB-impacted soils within a small portion of the wetland; 

• Consolidation of the remaining PCB impacts in upland areas (i.e., outside of the 
wetland areas) by relocating PCB soils to achieve PCBs <1 ppm within the top two 
feet and <25 ppm from areas greater than two feet beneath a capping system 
installed in accordance with TSCA and MCP regulations; and  

• Placement of a deed restriction on the property for the capped area in accordance 
with TSCA and MCP regulations.  

The newly paved lot (i.e., the capped area) and the new paved entrances off Duchaine 
Boulevard will occupy approximately 55,767 sf in area, and will be centered over the area 
in which the previous 33,757 sf manufacturing building footprint existed (see Sheets 5 
and 6 for reference).  In total, approximately 11,066 sf of impervious surface will be 
removed from the site.  The parking lot will not include lighting, closed drainage, or 
landscaped islands since the pavement will serve as the capping system.     

The paved lot will be constructed utilizing a permanent capping system consisting of a 
filter fabric barrier, 12 inches of gravel borrow (with an orange warning barrier located six 
inches above the filter fabric), and six inches of asphalt placed over the consolidated PCB-
impacted soils to meet TSCA capping requirements per 40 CFR 761.61(a)(7).  For the 
remaining paved surfaces to the north and south of where the TSCA cap will be installed, 
the asphalt material will be removed and incorporated into the capped area.   

In general, the proposed consolidation area will incorporate the footprint of the existing 
building and areas to the immediate south and north of the building.  For the remaining 
paved surfaces to the north of where the TSCA cap will be installed, the asphalt material 
will be removed and incorporated into the capped area.   

A 4-foot high black vinyl chain link fence will be installed along the perimeter between the 
clean “upland” area and the “impacted” wetland area that is not being addressed at this 
time.  In general, the fence will be installed approximately 10-feet off this boundary in the 
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upland area where PCB cleanup is proposed under this submittal and where the earlier 
EPA removal program was conducted. 

In a number of areas, the topography of the TSCA cap will create a berm, which will be 
designed to mimic existing flow patterns of stormwater runoff and to prevent new ponding 
of stormwater on the paved lot.  The proposed improvements will ultimately improve 
stormwater management on-site.   

The selected approach is intended to be protective of human health, with a goal of achieving 
a Permanent Solution Partial Statement for the site release in accordance with the MCP.  
There are no set redevelopment plans for the site, other than the area may be used for 
parking in the future, possibly by the industrial facility abutting the site to the south as 
part of future expansion of their operations.  However, there is no current financial 
commitment from that abutting owner, and the funds available from MassDevelopment 
for this project are limited.  Since site impacts extend well into a forested wetland which 
are too costly to address using the available funding, and since there are concerns that 
the former industrial building (with PCB impacts) and abandoned property are unrestricted 
to trespassers, the project extent/goals at this time are more limited in scope.  

3.2 Proposed Soil Excavations 
The proposed soil excavations include the following: 

• The excavation of impacted soils (for off-site disposal) with PCBs ≥500 mg/kg, 
which were identified in three separate portions of the site. 

• The excavation of impacted soils (for consolidation on site) with PCBs ≥25 mg/kg 
located in “upland” areas of the site. 

• The excavation of the top 2 feet of soils (for consolidation on site) with PCBs ≥1 
mg/kg located in “upland” areas of the site. 

Sheet 5 depicts the proposed excavation locations.    

3.2.1 Excavation of Soils with PCBs ≥500 mg/kg 
A total of 11 individual samples collected from the site had PCBs ≥500 mg/kg detected.  
The excavation of soils with PCBs ≥500 mg/kg is proposed for off-site disposal in the three 
separate areas summarized below, with each of the 11 individual soil samples with PCBs 
≥500 mg/kg identified.     

• Excavation Area #1 w/PCBs ≥500 mg/kg:  This area is off the north end of 
the site building.  Excavation is proposed beginning from the surface to 
approximately 1.5 feet BSG across an approximate 20 foot by 15 foot area on the 
eastern portion of this area.  Excavation is also proposed beginning from the 
surface to approximately 6 feet BSG across an approximate 20 foot by 20 foot area 
on the western portion of this area, which will incorporate the loading dock catch 
basin.  Since PCBs were detected at 213 mg/kg and at 480 mg/kg in this area, 
excavation will occur to at least 6 feet BSG in this area before verification sampling 
is conducted.  Based on these dimensions, it is anticipated that approximately 120 
cubic yards (including an additional 10% contingency) will be generated from this 
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excavation.  After excavation of soils with PCB ≥500 mg/kg, this area will be 
incorporated into the capping system. 

• Excavation Area #2 w/PCBs ≥500 mg/kg:  This area is 50 feet to the 
northwest of the site building along the boundary between the “upland” area and 
the flagged BVW where earlier EPA excavation occurred.  In this area, soil 
excavation is proposed from approximately 0 to 7.5 feet BSG across an 
approximate 30 foot by 30 foot area.  This will also incorporate several other 
samples where PCBs >100 mg/kg were detected.  Based on these dimensions, it 
is anticipated that approximately 275 cubic yards (includes an additional 10% 
contingency) will be generated from this excavation.  This area will not be 
incorporated in the capping system. 

• Excavation Area #3 w/PCBs ≥500 mg/kg:  This area is approximately 30 feet 
to the south/southwest of the site building.  In this area, soil excavation is proposed 
from approximately 0 to 2.5 feet BSG across an approximate 30 foot by 25 foot 
area.  Based on these dimensions, it is anticipated that approximately 75 cubic 
yards (includes an additional 10% contingency) will be generated from this 
excavation.  After excavation of soils with PCB ≥500 mg/kg, this area will be 
contained within the capping system. 

3.2.2 Excavation of Soils with PCBs ≥25 mg/kg in Upland Areas 
The excavation of soils with PCBs ≥25 mg/kg (and <500 mg/kg) is proposed for two 
separate upland areas that are not scheduled to be within the TSCA cap limits.  These 
impacted soils will still be consolidated under the TSCA cap, as further reviewed below.   

• Excavation Area #4 w/PCBs ≥25 mg/kg:  This area is immediately south of 
Excavation Area #2, where PCBs ≥500 mg/kg are located outside of the proposed 
cap area.  Following verification sampling in Excavation Area #2, we propose 
excavation from approximately 0 to 4 feet BSG to the immediate south of 
Excavation Area #2 across an approximate 90 foot by 30 foot area.  In general, 
this will incorporate earlier EPA confirmation samples that contained PCBs at 80 
mg/kg, at 66 mg/kg, and at 38 mg/kg, as well as some individual samples collected 
by Tighe & Bond where PCBs were detected at ≥25 mg/kg.  As shown on Sheet 5, 
a portion of this excavation is scheduled to occur within flagged BVW.    

• Excavation Area #5 w/PCBs ≥25 mg/kg:  This area is approximately 40 feet 
to the southwest of the site building.  In this area, soil excavation is proposed from 
approximately 0 to 3.5 feet BSG across an approximate 30 foot by 25 foot area.  
This will incorporate two isolated samples where PCBs were detected ≥25 mg/kg. 

• Excavation Area #7 w/PCBs ≥25 mg/kg:  Following verification sampling in 
the overlapping Excavation Area #3 (i.e., PCBs ≥500 ppm removed), soil 
excavation is proposed from approximately 0 to 4 feet BSG across an approximate 
1,000 square foot area.  In general, this will incorporate one earlier sample location 
from 3 to 4 feet BSG where PCBs were identified at 275 ppm.     
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3.2.3 Excavation of Soils with PCBs ≥1 mg/kg in Top 2 Feet in Upland 
Areas 
The excavation of soils with PCBs ≥1 mg/kg is proposed from 0 to 2 feet BSG in upland 
areas that are not scheduled to be within the TSCA cap limits.   The goal of this shallow 
excavation is to help reduce potential risks associated with environmental receptors in 
upland areas on site under the MCP. These impacted soils will be consolidated under the 
TSCA cap, as detailed below.  

• Excavation Area #6 w/PCBs ≥1 mg/kg:  This proposed area is an extension 
of Excavation Area #5.  Most of this area was previously part of EPA’s earlier 
removal program, and the majority of the samples collected from this depth 
interval had non-detects or PCBs <1 mg/kg.  However, this shallow excavation 
area will incorporate certain samples which had PCBs ≥1 mg/kg.  As shown on 
Sheet 5, a small portion of the excavation is scheduled to occur within flagged 
BVW.           

3.2.4 Groundwater Management 
During contaminated soil excavation in the proposed Excavation Areas #1, #2, #4, and 
#5, groundwater management will likely be warranted.  Groundwater will be pumped from 
sumps installed within the excavations to a fractionation tank for temporary storage, then 
treated through activated carbon before being discharged to the subsurface within or 
immediately upgradient of the respective excavations.  To confirm that PCBs in the treated 
groundwater are less than 0.5 µg/L (i.e., the MCP Method 1, GW-1 standard), a sample 
will be collected for the first 5,000 gallons of discharge and then one sample collected for 
every 20,000 gallons generated thereafter.      

3.3 Proposed Consolidation of Impacted Soils  
From the two areas where soils with PCBs ≥25 mg/kg are scheduled to be excavated 
outside the proposed TSCA capping system (i.e., from Excavation Areas #4, #5 and #7), 
a total of approximately 430 cubic yards will be generated.  In addition, in Excavation 
Area #6, approximately 200 additional cubic yards of soils with PCBs ≥1 mg/kg will be 
generated.  These soils will be consolidated within the area scheduled for capping.    

3.4 Confirmatory Sampling 
Confirmatory samples will be collected from the non-porous and porous surface areas 
(building demolition related bulk waste and equipment) as well as within the soil excavation 
areas.  

3.3.1 Non-Porous Surfaces 
The decontaminated non-porous surfaces will be sampled using wipe samples to confirm 
that the residual PCB concentrations are less than the high occupancy standard of 10 
micrograms per 100 square centimeters (µg/100 cm2).  A total of five wipe samples per 
individual decontaminated equipment will be collected.       

3.3.2 Porous Surfaces 
Porous substrate areas that remain in locations where caulking and associated porous 
substrates were removed as a Bulk Product Waste, will be verify sampled.  One sample 
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per 10 feet of substrate will be sampled to confirm the remaining substrate is less than 1 
ppm.        

3.3.3 Verification Sampling in Soil Excavation Areas 
For Excavation Areas #1, #2, and #3, samples will be collected at 10-foot intervals along 
the sidewalls (across two foot vertical intervals) and at the base of the excavation.  If 
PCBs ≥500 mg/kg are detected in the verification samples, soil excavation will continue 
in those representative sample areas, and verification sampling will be conducted in a 
similar manner. 

For Excavation Areas #4, #5 and #7, samples will be collected at 10-foot intervals along 
the sidewalls (across two foot vertical intervals) and at the base of the excavation.  If 
PCBs ≥25 mg/kg are detected in the verification samples, soil excavation will continue in 
those representative sample areas, and verification sampling will be conducted in a similar 
manner.  However, since PCBs ≥25 mg/kg are present in some individual wetland soil 
samples that are not being addressed as part of this PCB Cleanup Plan, there will be only 
limited horizontal expansion (e.g., 10 feet) of the proposed excavation along the western 
portion of Excavation Area #4, if warranted.   

For Excavation Area #6, samples will be collected at 25-foot intervals along the sidewalls 
across the two foot excavation depth interval.  If PCBs ≥1 mg/kg are detected in the 
verification samples, soil excavation will continue horizontally in those representative 
sample areas (only in upland areas), and verification sampling will be conducted in a 
similar manner.  No sampling at the base is proposed because there is no earlier data to 
suggest that PCBs ≥25 mg/kg are present in these soils, and PCBs ≥1 at depths below 2 
feet BSG in the upland areas outside the cap are not a concern.    

3.3.4 Post-Remedial Sampling of Groundwater 
After the PCB excavation areas are backfilled, shallow groundwater monitoring wells will 
be installed in former Excavation Areas #1 and #2 where PCBs ≥500 mg/kg in soils are 
scheduled to be excavated at depths below the groundwater table.  The wells will be 
sampled to confirm that PCB concentrations in groundwater in these two hot spot areas 
are below MCP Method 1, GW-3 standards.     

3.5 Construction Sequence 
Based on Tighe & Bond’s experience with similar remediation projects, we anticipate the 
contractor will follow the below construction sequence due to the terms and conditions of 
environmental permits and Best Management Practices (BMPs). 

1. Notify the City and Conservation Commission regarding the Contractor’s 
schedule/mobilization. 

2. Install sedimentation and erosion control measures.  

3. Conduct proper abatement of asbestos and OHM from the building. 

4. Demolish building and existing parking area. 

5. Conduct confirmatory sampling of porous and non-porous materials. 

6. Conduct soil excavation. 
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7. Backfill excavated wetland using clean fill with a high organic content (e.g., leaf 
compost or equivalent).  Seed exposed soil with a wetland seed mix, such as New 
England Wetmix from New England Wetland Plants, Inc.  

8. Relocate erosion controls along the perimeter of the wetland excavation area prior 
to excavation within the wetland.  Relocate erosion controls outside of wetland 
upon completion of cleanup activities within the wetland. 

9. Separate any standing water/groundwater that is removed from the excavated soil.  
Temporarily store and filter water on site prior to subsurface discharge in upland 
area.   

10. Perform confirmatory soil sampling for PCBs in soil excavation areas and remove 
contaminated soil as necessary until MCP and TSCA remediation objectives are 
achieved. 

11. Temporarily stockpile removed soil in a containment area, away from jurisdictional 
resource areas and buffer zones.   

12. Transport impacted materials not being consolidated under the cap off-site in 
accordance with federal, state, and local regulations. 

13. Relocate excavated materials to remain on-site to the TSCA cap area. 

14. Install TSCA cap materials. 

15. Construct parking area and stormwater management practices.   

16. Stabilize exposed soils.  Exposed soils within 100 feet of wetlands will be seeded 
with New England Conservation/Wildlife Mix from New England Wetland Plants, or 
acceptable equivalent.  

17. After proposed on-site activities are complete and exposed surfaces are adequately 
revegetated, remove temporary erosion and sedimentation controls and dispose of 
properly off-site.  

The above sequence may change and some tasks may be performed concurrently.  The 
final sequence of construction will be determined by the selected contractor.   

3.6 Protective Measures 

3.6.1 Dust Monitoring 
Dust (particulate) monitoring will be conducted during the commencement of building 
demolition activities, at the commencement of contaminated soil excavation, and at the 
commencement of the consolidation activities to determine the potential for off-site 
migration of airborne dust particles.  Monitoring will be conducted using an aerosol monitor 
capable of real-time readings and measurement of airborne particulate matter ranging 
between the 0.1 to 10 micron sizes.  Following the initial monitoring, given that no off-
site migration potential exists, periodic monitoring will be conducted for the duration of 
remedial activities or upon a significant change in site conditions.  Tighe & Bond will use 
the National Ambient Air Quality Criteria of 0.15 milligrams-per-cubic-meter (mg/m3) over 
a period of 24-hours as the not to exceed level for the site.  If elevated particulate readings 
are identified, additional dust control options will be executed at that time.  The options 
that could be considered include wet suppression, application of soil stabilization agents, 
or other measures to control dust generated by construction activities.  Dust control 
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measures will also be employed during the building demolition and concrete crushing 
operations. 

3.6.2 Construction Equipment Decontamination 
Construction equipment that will come in contact with PCB-impacted materials will be 
decontaminated in accordance with 40 CFR 761.79(c2) by swabbing the potentially 
contaminated surfaces (i.e., excavator tracks, excavator buckets) with a PCB soluble 
solvent and wipes.  Prior to decontamination, any visible dust/debris on the equipment 
will first be removed.  Verification sampling through a standard wipe test per 40 CFR 
761.79(b)(3) may be performed on equipment that visible debris has been removed.  The 
unrestricted use standard for decontaminated equipment is ≤10 µg/100 cm2. 

3.6.3 Waste Management 
The contractor will be required to adhere to the following provisions regarding waste 
management: 

• Secure, lined and covered waste containers will be utilized for the collection of PCB 
wastes generated during the work activities in accordance with 40 CFR 761.65; 

• All containers will be properly labeled and marked in accordance with 40 CFR 
761.40; 

• PCB wastes will be transported from the site in accordance with applicable 
Department of Transportation Regulations under appropriate waste shipment 
documentation; and 

Copies of manifests, waste shipment records and certificates of disposal will also be 
compiled and submitted as part of the final report to EPA and MassDEP. 

3.6.4 Erosion and Sedimentation Controls 
Erosion control barriers will consist of hay wattles and silt fencing staked in place along 
the limits of work to minimize the potential for migration of disturbed soil.  The 
contractor(s) will be required to maintain the barriers in good working order and to repair 
and replace sections, as necessary.  These barriers will be inspected daily during 
construction and until disturbed soils have become stabilized.   

3.7 TSCA Deed Restriction 
A restriction will be placed on the property deed to meet TSCA requirements per 40 CFR 
761.61(a)(8).  The TSCA deed notice will also meet the requirements of an Activity Use 
Limitation (AUL) in accordance with the MCP.  The TSCA deed notice will describe the 
location of the capped area, and it will restrict the use of this area as a low occupancy 
area as defined in 40 CFR 761.3.  The TSCA deed notice will also include language 
describing the maintenance requirements for the cap.  The deed restriction documents 
will be recorded at the Registry of Deeds in Bristol County.   
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Section 4    
Regulatory Compliance 

This section summarizes the projects relationship to and compliance with the 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) and regulations, as well as the City of New 
Bedford Wetlands Protection Ordinance (Chapter 17). 

4.1 Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act 

4.1.1  Limited Project Status 
The proposed activities qualify as a Limited Project per 310 CMR 10.53(3)(q), being 
remediation of a release of hazardous material in accordance with MCP provisions 310 
CMR 40.0000 and the general conditions listed at 310 CMR 10.53(3)(q): 

Assessment, monitoring, containment, mitigation, and remediation of, or other 
response to, a release or threat of release of oil and/or hazardous material in 
accordance with the provisions of 310 CMR 40.0000 and the following general 
conditions (although no such measure may be permitted which is designed in 
accordance with the provisions of 310 CMR 40.1020 solely to reduce 
contamination to a level lower than that which is needed to achieve “No 
Significant Risk” as defined in 310 CMR 40.0006(10)): . . . 

4.1.1.1 Alternatives Analysis 
In accordance with the Limited Project provisions set forth at 310 CMR 10.53(3), an 
alternatives analysis was prepared for the proposed activities.  Remedial technologies 
typically utilized for the remediation of PCBs in site soils were reviewed.  Since 
groundwater at the site has not been significantly impacted by the release, groundwater 
treatment was not reviewed as part of the alternatives analysis.  Also, since building 
demolition is scheduled to occur and no future buildings are planned for the site, potential 
indoor air exposure is not a concern.  Consequently, action alternatives considered focused 
on the remediation of PCBs in soil at the site.  In addition, the City is using 
MassDevelopment funding for this project, and that funding is limited to approximately 
$1,370,000.  The delineation of the PCB impacts into Hobomock Swamp has not been 
completed to date.  Therefore, a Permanent Solution for the site release cannot be 
achieved without completing either additional assessment and/or a Method 3 (Stage II) 
Ecological Risk Characterization.  Due to these factors and because the site cleanup is also 
governed under TSCA regulations, there are limited alternative actions that have been 
considered.  Four alternatives were evaluated for the proposed project: 

• Option 1: This option involves excavation and off-site disposal of all soils and 
wetland soils with PCBs ≥1 mg/kg.  With an estimated cost of $3,053,250, this 
option costs more than double the amount of available funding.  Accordingly, 
implementing this alternative is cost prohibitive and is considered not feasible at 
this time. 

• Option 2: This option involves excavation and off-site disposal of all soils and 
wetland soils with PCBs ≥100 mg/kg, and consolidation of the remaining soils with 
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PCBs ≥ 1 mg/kg under a TSCA cap.  This alternative would cost approximately 
$2,067,125, and accordingly implementing this alternative is cost prohibitive and 
is considered not feasible at this time. 

• Option 3: This option involves excavation and off-site disposal of all soils and 
wetland soils with PCBs ≥500 mg/kg, and consolidation of the remaining soils with 
PCBs ≥ 1 mg/kg under a TSCA cap.  This option has an estimated cost of 
$1,624,375 and most closely matches the amount of available funding while still 
meeting the project goals.  Utilization of City-owned equipment and other 
resources may also assist in minimizing costs, to keep the costs of this cleanup 
option closer to the amount of funding available.  This option is the preferred 
alternative, and is the proposed alternative. 

• Option 4 – No Action: This option explores the option of not conducting needed 
remediation to the contaminated soils at the site.  However, as previously 
indicated, the current contaminant levels in the soil are above Method 1 Cleanup 
Standards and, therefore, a Condition of No Significant Risk as defined by the MCP 
does not exist at the site.  The no action alternative does not reduce risks 
associated with the exposure to on-site contamination and provides no additional 
protection to human health, public welfare, safety or the environment.  Based on 
the unrestricted access to the site and the presence of contaminants wetland and 
upland soils, this remedial option is not considered a feasible remedial alternative 
for the site. 

4.1.2 Summary of MAWPA Jurisdictional Alterations 
A portion of the proposed remediation activities will occur within BVW and within the 100-
foot Buffer Zone.  The remediation activities will result in beneficial alterations to BVW, 
Buffer Zone, and the surrounding Hobomock Swamp.  An approximately 1,880 sf area will 
be excavated to a depth of four feet, resulting in the removal of an estimated 320 cubic 
yards (cy) of PCB-contaminated soils.  This area will be backfilled with clean fill and 
restored in-kind with a native wetland seed mix.  Existing vegetation within this area is 
entirely herbaceous, with large patches of multiflora rose.  The 100-foot Buffer Zone will 
also be subject to remediation activities, in the form of the building demolition, 
contaminated soil excavation, and installation of the TSCA capping system consisting of a 
paved surface area.  The existing buffer is severely degraded, with high levels of PCBs, 
existing impervious surfaces, and large piles of trash/debris litter the area as a result of 
unauthorized dumping activities.   

TABLE 4-1 
Summary of Approximate Jurisdictional Alterations 

 
Total: 

BVW (sf) 
1,880 

BVW (cy) 
320 

Additionally, up to approximately 34,130 square feet of alteration (demolition/excavation) will 
occur within the 100-foot Buffer Zone of to BVW, as described above this table.   

4.1.3 MAWPA Performance Standards Compliance 
This section describes how the proposed project has been designed to comply with the 
General Performance Standards set forth at 310 CMR 10.55(4).  The language of the 
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Standards is provided below in italic font, while the demonstration of compliance is 
provided immediately thereafter. 

(a) Where the presumption set forth in 310 CMR 10.55(3) is not overcome, any proposed 
work in a Bordering Vegetated Wetland shall not destroy or otherwise impair any portion 
of said area.  

The proposed project involves the cleanup of PCB-contaminated soils within the wetland 
and associated Buffer Zone.  These cleanup activities will serve to improve the functions 
and values of the wetland on-site. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of 310 CMR 10.55(4)(a), the issuing authority may 
issue an Order of Conditions permitting work which results in the loss of up to 5,000 
square feet of Bordering Vegetated Wetland when said area is replaced in accordance with 
the following general conditions and any additional, specific conditions the issuing 
authority deems necessary to ensure that the replacement area will function in a manner 
similar to the area that will be lost:  

1. the surface of the replacement area to be created ("the replacement area") shall be 
equal to that of the area that will be lost ("the lost area");  

There will be no loss of BVW as a result of the cleanup activities.  BVW will be temporarily 
impacted during excavation of contaminated soil, and then will be backfilled with clean 
soils with a high organic content, revegetated, and ultimately restored, in-situ.  

2. the ground water and surface elevation of the replacement area shall be approximately 
equal to that of the lost area;  

There will be no replacement area associated with this project, the temporarily impacted 
portion of BVW will be restored, resulting in ground water and surface elevations 
approximate to those under existing conditions.  

3. The overall horizontal configuration and location of the replacement area with respect 
to the bank shall be similar to that of the lost area;  

Not applicable, there will be no replacement area created as there is no loss in BVW. 

4. the replacement area shall have an unrestricted hydraulic connection to the same water 
body or waterway associated with the lost area;  

Not applicable, there will be no replacement area created as there is no loss in BVW. 

5. the replacement area shall be located within the same general area of the water body 
or reach of the waterway as the lost area;  

Not applicable, there will be no replacement area created as there is no loss in BVW. 

6. at least 75% of the surface of the replacement area shall be reestablished with 
indigenous wetland plant species within two growing seasons, and prior to said vegetative 
reestablishment any exposed soil in the replacement area shall be temporarily stabilized 
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to prevent erosion in accordance with standard U.S. Soil Conservation Service methods; 
and  

The portion of BVW subject to cleanup activities will be reestablished with native wetland 
plant species and a wetland seed mix.  All exposed soils will be stabilized following 
completion of remediation work.  

7. the replacement area shall be provided in a manner which is consistent with all other 
General Performance Standards for each resource area in Part III of 310 CMR 10.00. 

There are no other resource areas associated with BVW at this site. 

4.1.4 Stormwater Management 
This project qualifies as a redevelopment project and will meet the Massachusetts 
Stormwater Management Standards to the maximum extent practicable.  A Stormwater 
Drainage Report has been prepared and is provided along with this NOI submittal under 
separate cover.  A DEP Stormwater Checklist has also been completed and is provided.   

4.1.5 Abutter Notification 
Abutters were notified in accordance with the MAWPA.  The abutter notification form, a 
copy of the list of abutters, and tax map are provided in Appendix F. 

4.2 City of New Bedford Wetlands Protection Ordinance 
The City of New Bedford Wetlands Protection Ordinance (NBWPO) regulates work within 
100 feet of wetlands, and also encourages (but does not mandate) the preservation of a 
25-foot undisturbed buffer setback from resource areas.  The nature of this remediation 
project and the extent of PCB contamination within the soils at this site necessitate cleanup 
activities within the wetland itself, along with the 25-foot and 100-foot Buffer Zones.  
Approximately 7,465 sf of the limit-of-work will fall within the 25-foot Buffer, while an 
estimated 34,130 sf will fall within the 100-foot Buffer Zone.  The proposed project will 
ultimately improve the functions and values of these areas, and shall not impair the ability 
of these resource areas to serve the interests of the WPA or the NBWPO.  In addition to 
the cleanup of PCB-contaminated materials, the project will also reduce the amount of 
impervious surface within the buffer zone to BVW further improving the quality of this 
resource area.   
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APPENDIX D 



SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 
FORMER POLYMERINE SITE IMPROVEMENTS Tighe&Bond 

 

 

 
Photo 1:  The former Poylmerine, Inc. building and parking area at 
241 Duchaine Boulevard in New Bedford, Massachusetts. 

 

 
Photo 2:  The parking area at the former Polymerine facility looking 
towards the entrance at Duchaine Boulevard. 
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 -2- 

 
Photo 3:  Old pavement to be demolished at the site. 

 

 
Photo 4:  Additional view of the parking area and building to be 
demolished.  The wetland boundary is located just in front of the tree 
line. 
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Photo 5:  Bordering vegetated wetland (BVW) on the property.  This is 
the approximate area that will be included in the cleanup activities, 
where PCB soils will be removed from the wetland and replaced with 
clean fill and restored. 

 

 
Photo 6:  Additional view of the wetland below the utility easement. 
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
 

   
 

Wayne F. MacCallum, Director 
 

 

 
www.mass.gov 

Division of Fisheries and Wildlife  
Temporary Correspondence: 100 Hartwell Street, Suite 230, West Boylston, MA 01583   
Permanent: Field Headquarters, North Drive, Westborough, MA 01581  (508) 389-6300  Fax (508) 389-7890 
An Agency of the Department of Fish and Game      
 

August 15, 2013 
 

Todd Kirton 
Tighe & Bond, Inc. 
53 Southampton Road 
Westfield MA 01085 
 
RE:         Project Location: 241 Duchaine Blvd 

Town: NEW BEDFORD 
NHESP Tracking No.: 13-32465 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Thank you for contacting the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program of the MA Division of 
Fisheries & Wildlife (the “Division”) for information regarding state-listed rare species in the vicinity of 
the above referenced site.  Based on the information provided, this project site, or a portion thereof, is 
located within Priority Habitat 1349 (PH 1349) and Estimated Habitat 1 (EH 1) as indicated in the 
Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas (13th Edition).  Our database indicates that the following state-listed 
rare species have been found in the vicinity of the site: 
 

Scientific name Common Name Taxonomic Group State Status 
Terrapene carolina Eastern Box Turtle Reptile Special Concern 

 
The species listed above is protected under the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA) (M.G.L. c. 
131A) and its implementing regulations (321 CMR 10.00).  State-listed wildlife are also protected under 
the state’s Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) (M.G.L. c. 131, s. 40) and its implementing regulations (310 
CMR 10.00).  Fact sheets for most state-listed rare species can be found on our website 
(www.mass.gov/nhesp). 
   
Please note that projects and activities located within Priority and/or Estimated Habitat must be 
reviewed by the Division for compliance with the state-listed rare species protection provisions of MESA 
(321 CMR 10.00) and/or the WPA (310 CMR 10.00).   
 
Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) 
If the project site is within Estimated Habitat and a Notice of Intent (NOI) is required, then a copy of the 
NOI must be submitted to the Division so that it is received at the same time as the local conservation 
commission.  If the Division determines that the proposed project will adversely affect the actual 
Resource Area habitat of state-protected wildlife, then the proposed project may not be permitted (310 
CMR 10.37, 10.58(4)(b) & 10.59).  In such a case, the project proponent may request a consultation with the 
Division to discuss potential project design modifications that would avoid adverse effects to rare wildlife 
habitat.  
 
A streamlined joint MESA/WPA review process is available.  When filing a Notice of Intent (NOI), the 
applicant may file concurrently under the MESA on the same NOI form and qualify for a 30-day 



  NHESP No. 13-32465, page 2 of 2 

streamlined joint review.  For a copy of the NOI form, please visit the MA Department of Environmental 
Protection’s website:  http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/approvals/wpaform3.doc. 
 
 
MA Endangered Species Act (MESA) 
If the proposed project is located within Priority Habitat and is not exempt from review (see 321 CMR 
10.14), then project plans, a fee, and other required materials must be sent to Natural Heritage Regulatory 
Review to determine whether a probable “take” under the MA Endangered Species Act would occur (321 
CMR 10.18).  Please note that all proposed and anticipated development must be disclosed, as MESA 
does not allow project segmentation (321 CMR 10.16).  For a MESA filing checklist and additional 
information please see our website: www.mass.gov/nhesp (“Regulatory Review” tab).   
 
We recommend that rare species habitat concerns be addressed during the project design phase prior to 
submission of a formal MESA filing, as avoidance and minimization of impacts to rare species and their 
habitats is likely to expedite endangered species regulatory review.   
 
This evaluation is based on the most recent information available in the Natural Heritage database, which 
is constantly being expanded and updated through ongoing research and inventory.  If you have any 
questions regarding this letter please contact Amy Coman-Hoenig, Endangered Species Review 
Assistant, at (508) 389-6364. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
         
Thomas W. French, Ph.D. 
Assistant Director 
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