
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
August 18, 2016 
 
Mr. John Radcliffe, Chairman 
New Bedford Conservation Commission 
133 William Street – Room 304 
New Bedford, MA 02740 
 
Attn: Sarah E. Porter, Agent 
 
RE: Request for Determination of Applicability: Nemasket Remediation Project 

City of New Bedford – Nemasket Street Lots 
Nemasket and Ruggles Streets, New Bedford, Massachusetts 

 
Dear Mr. Radcliffe and Commissioners: 
 
In accordance with the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act, M.G.L. Ch.131 §40 (WPA), 
please accept the enclosed original and one (1) copy of a Request for Determination of 
Applicability (RDA) application package. This RDA is being submitted by TRC Environmental 
on behalf of the City of New Bedford (The City) for proposed targeted soil excavations for 
remediation at the referenced Site (Figures 1 and 2). The City is seeking concurrence that this 
work within the buffer zone is exempt in accordance with 310 CMR 10.02(2)(b)2.g and the 2011 
City of New Bedford Wetland Ordinance (New Bedford Ordinance). 
 
This RDA is being filed under the WPA and its implementing regulations (310 CMR 10.00), 
since portions of the work will occur within the 100-foot buffer zone of a nearby Bordering 
Vegetated Wetland (BVW) located to the north of the Site. This project is also being filed 
pursuant to the 2011 New Bedford Wetland Ordinance (New Bedford Ordinance). 
 
TRC wetland scientists investigated the Site on January 5, 2010, and identified one isolated 
vegetated wetland (IVW) on the Site and a BVW adjacent to the Site. 
 
Site Description 
An IVW was identified on the western end of the Site. This IVW is located within a depression 
bound by steep slopes, which rise to meet the elevation of the surrounding properties and streets. 
The IVW is vegetated with red maple (Acer rubrum), multiflora rose (Rosa multiflora), 
spicebush (Lindera benzoin), Asiatic bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus), and poison ivy 
(Toxicodendron radicans). Hydric soils at the Site consisted of low chroma matrix with fine 
sandy loam texture, overlaying an organic layer of muck. Signs of hydrology included water 
stained leaves and saturated soils within 12 inches of the surface.  
 
The IVW is separated from a BVW (red maple) swamp located to the north by an earthen berm 
located within the Nemasket Street right-of-way, which bounds the Site to the north, separating it 



    

from the adjacent Keith Middle School. A Site investigation revealed that there were no 
hydrological connections between the IVW and the nearby BVW. In addition, no water marks 
were observed on rocks or vegetation, suggesting that water does not pool within the IVW. No 
evidence was observed that the Site functions as a vernal pool or vernal pool habitat.  
 
Because the IVW was located within a depression, The City performed a topographical survey 
and drainage calculations in order to determine if the depression functioned as Isolated Land 
Subject to Flooding (ILSF) in accordance with 310 CMR 10.57(2)(b). As stated above, no 
evidence was observed suggesting that water pooled within the IVW. Based on drainage 
calculations performed in accordance with the WPA and the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection (MassDEP) Wetlands Program Policy 85-2, this depression did not 
meet the criteria of ILSF. This report, dated January 21, 2010 provides detailed analysis of the 
drainage area and calculations, and can be provided upon request. The IVW is non jurisdictional 
under the New Bedford Ordinance and is not afforded protection by the WPA or by the.  
 
One BVW was identified north of the Site at the base of the slope from the Nemasket Street 
right-of-way and the Keith Middle School parking lot. The 100-foot buffer zone of the BVW 
located at the Site consists of heavily vegetated uplands characterized by thick scrub-shrub 
growth and the aforementioned IVW.  
 
Proposed Work 
Remedial activities include removal of soil from locations that exhibit elevated total (PCB) 
concentrations in soil. To provide a significant reduction in the presence of PCBs on Site, soil 
with PCB concentrations greater than approximately 100 mg/kg will be targeted for removal. 
Approximately 3,000 square feet (0.07 acres) of the 100-foot buffer zone to the BVW would be 
disturbed by the proposed work, including vegetation (brush) clearing. Included in this figure is 
the four (4) 50 square-foot targeted excavations for polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB) removal. 
Soil at these locations would be excavated to the depths of concentration reductions based on 
existing data. Approximately 63 cubic yards of contaminated soil will be removed and disposed 
of off-site for these excavations. In addition to the buffer zone excavations, an additional six (6) 
PCB removals of the same size will take place outside of regulated resource areas on the 
adjacent upland.  
 
Site preparations will begin in fall of 2016 including the installation of erosion controls. Site 
activities will take approximately one week for the entire excavation/loading/backfilling process 
to be complete.  
 
Mitigation Measures 
Best Management Practices (“BMPs”) will be utilized to minimize the potential for sediment 
transport off-site. Due to the known presence of elevated levels of contaminants, the Site is 
highly regulated and measures will be implemented to minimize the potential for off-site 
sediment transport or migration of airborne particulates. Mitigation measures proposed for the 
work at the Site include: 
 

 Implementation of dust control measures. 
 Decontamination of equipment and machinery used on-site. 
 Use of erosion and sediment control practices, including straw mulch and appropriate 

erosion control barriers as necessary (please see drawing, Attachment A). 
o Erosion and sediment controls will surround excavations within the 100-foot 

buffer, around the adjacent upland excavations, and any temporary stockpiles 
on-site.  



    

o Temporary stockpiles will not be located within the 100-foot buffer zone. 
 
The City is requesting that the Commission issue a Negative Determination of Applicability so 
that this project may proceed as proposed. With this submittal, we request to be placed on the 
public hearing agenda for September 6, 2016. One copy of this RDA has been sent to the 
MassDEP Southeast Regional Office, as required. 
 
If you have any questions or comments on this RDA package, please do not hesitate to contact 
me at 978-656-3565 or via email at DSullivan@trcsolutions.com. I look forward to discussing 
this project with you and the Commission. 
 
Best Regards, 
TRC Environmental Corporation 

 
David M. Sullivan 
Sr. Project Manager 
 
cc: Michele Paul 
      MassDEP - SERO 
 
Encl. 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Figures and Drawings 



Site Location

SITE LOCATION MAP
NEMASKET STREET LOTS

NEW BEDFORD, MA
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ATTACHMENT B 

Photographs 

 
 

 



City of New Bedford 
Nemasket Street Lots 

 
Site Photographs, January, 2010 

 

 
Photo 1:  View of isolated vegetated wetland (“IVW”) looking north toward Keith Middle School. 

 

 
Photo 2:  View south of IVW and 100-foot buffer zone of BVW from Nemasket Street right-of-way.    



 
 

 
Photo 3: View of the 100-foot buffer zone near the IVW on west end of Site. 

 
 

 
Photo 4:  Typical view of upland vegetation on the Site. 

 



    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT C 

Abutter’s Notice 
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ATTACHMENT D 

Deed 
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