
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A meeting of the Park Commissioners was held on Wednesday, January 15, 2014 at the Buttonwood Park 
Community Center, New Bedford, MA.  
 

Present: Peter Boswell, Chairman 
Elaine Safioleas, Secretary 
Diane Berube, Member 
Charles Cotter, Member 

   David Peixoto, Member 
  

Also Present: Mary Rapoza, Director of Parks Recreation & Beaches 
            
CALLED TO ORDER 
 

1. Mr. Boswell calls the meeting to order at 6:02 PM. 
 

MOTION to accept the minutes from the December 11, 2013 meeting by Ms. Safioleas.      
SECONDED: Mr. Cotter. UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. MOTION CARRIES. 

 
NEW BUSINESS – APPEARANCES/ACTIONS 

 
2. MOTION to take #8 on the agenda first. by Mr. Cotter SECONDED: Mr. Peixoto. UNANIMOUSLY 

APPROVED. MOTION CARRIES. 
 

3. Review of Food Truck Ordinance [#8] 
Invitee:  Councilor Henry Bousquet 
 
A discussion regarding the Food Truck Ordinance is carried out.  At this time, the Park Board members 
asked Councilor Bousquet questions regarding the ordinance. Mr. Bousquet will keep the Board 
updated. 
 
At this time, Mr. Boswell read a letter, from Councilor Joseph Lopes, in support of the following 
agenda items: [2] WWI Living History at Ft. Taber Park on May 3,4, 2014;  
[3] WWII Encampment and Living History at Ft. Taber Park on June 6,7, 2014.;  
[4] Revolutionary Encampment at Ft. Taber Park on Aug. 22,23,24, 2014; [5] FTFRHA 2nd Annual 
Car Show at Ft. Taber Park on Sept. 21, 2014; [9] Alzheimer’s Association Southeastern MA Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s at Ft. Taber on Sept. 28, 2014 

 
4. Request permission to have the WWI Living History at Fort Taber on May 3 & 4, 2014. 

Invitee:  Mr. Joe Langlois, Fort Taber-Ft. Rodman Historical Association 
 

MOTION to table by Mr. Cotter. SECONDED: Ms. Berube. UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 
MOTION CARRIES. 
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5. Request permission to have the WWII Encampment and Living History at Ft. Taber Park on June 6,7, 
2014 
Invitee:  Mr. Joe Langlois, Fort Taber-Ft. Rodman Historical Association 
 
MOTION to approve by Mr. Peixoto. SECONDED: Mr. Cotter UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 
MOTION CARRIES. 
 

6. Request permission to have the Revolutionary Encampment on August 22, 23, & 24, 2014. 
Invitee:  Mr. Joe Langlois, Fort Taber-Ft. Rodman Historical Association 
 
MOTION to approve by Ms. Safioleas. SECONDED: Mr. Cotter. UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 
MOTION CARRIES. 
 

7. Request permission to have the FTFRHA 2nd Annual Car Show at Ft. Taber Park on Sept. 21, 2014. 
Invitee:  Mr. Joe Langlois, Fort Taber-Ft. Rodman Historical Association 
 
MOTION to approve by Mr. Peixoto. SECONDED: Ms. Berube. UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 
MOTION CARRIES. 

 
8. Request permission to remove trees, #1 - #12, and basketball court at Buttonwood Park, upon review 

and inspection by Ms. Mary Rapoza. 
Invitees:  Ms. Anne Eades and Mr. Richard Leary, Friends of Buttonwood Park 
 
Motion to approve by Ms. Berube. Seconded: Ms. Safioleas. UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 
MOTION CARRIES.  

 
Motion to place all pictures on file made by Ms. Safioleas. Seconded: Mr. Cotter. UNANIMOUSLY 
APPROVED. MOOTION CARRIES. 
 

9. Request for permission to have the Pet Fest at Buttonwood Park on MAY 18, 2014.  
INVITEE:  MR. Emanuel Maciel, Director of Animal Control 
 
Motion to table by Mr. Peixoto. Seconded: Mr. Cotter. UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. MOTION 
CARRIES. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

10. Request for permission to have the Alzheimer’s Association Southeastern MA Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s at Ft. Taber on September 28, 2014. This motion had been approved pending the car show 
moving their date, at the December 11, 2013 meeting, A letter, from Shannah Paddock, confirming the 
September 28, 2014 date was received. 

 
11. Vote on the 2014 - 2015 Field Permits. 

Invitee: Ms. Mary Rapoza, Director of Parks Recreation & Beaches 
 

Ms. Rapoza stated that funds would not go into the general fund, but rather, be placed in a separate Park 
fund for repairs. 
 
MOTION to approve, as is, until re-presented with an amended fee schedule and new permit from Mary 
Rapoza and Ari Sky, CFO of the City of New Bedford, by Ms. Berube.  SECONDED: Ms. Safioleas.  
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. MOTION CARRIES. 

 



CORRESPONDENCE 
 
    12. Thank you letter from Shannah Paddock 
 

Motion to receive and place on file by Ms. Safioleas. Seconded: Mr. Cotter.     UNANIMOUSLY 
APPROVED. MOTION CARRIES. 

     
    13.  Mr. Boswell read a letter of appreciation from Denis Lawrence, Jr.  
 

Motion to receive and place on file by Ms. Safioleas. Seconded: Mr. Cotter.    
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. MOTION CARRIES. 

 
OTHER 
 
    14.  2014 Mass Land Conservation Conference information 
 
 Ms. Rapoza discussed the upcoming conference. She will send the board members the information via 
email.  
 
   15.  Election of Officers was held. 
 

MOTION to elect Peter Boswell as Chairman by Mr. Cotter. SECONDED by Mr. Peixoto. 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. MOTION CARRIES. 
 
MOTION to elect Elaine Safioleas  as Secretary by Mr. Boswell. SECONDED: Mr. Cotter. 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. MOTION CARRIES.     

 
NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING 
 

16. The next meeting of the Park Board of Commissioners is scheduled for Wednesday,  
      February 26, 2014, 6:00 PM, at the Buttonwood Park Community Center. 

 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN 
 

17. MOTION to adjourn by Ms. Safioleas. SECONDED: Mr. Cotter. UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 
MOTION CARRIES. 

 
MEETING ADJOURNED   at 7:02 PM 
 
 
 
A true record attests _______________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Elaine Safioleas 
 


