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City of New Bedford 

Department of Planning, Housing & Community Development 
608 Pleasant St, New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 

Telephone: (508) 979.1500   Facsimile: (508) 979.1575 
 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 

NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING  
April 4, 2016 

 
LOCATION:  8 Dover Street (Map 53, Lot 92)  
 
APPLICANT: Steven Nunes, Image Makers 
 
OVERVIEW: Image Makers has recently relocated to 8 Dover Street and 
is seeking to replace an existing blade sign on Dover Street. 
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS:  Although the mounting bracket is no longer 
present, wood blocking is attached to the building’s façade above the 
entrance door where a previous blade sign was located. 
 
PROPOSAL:  The applicant proposes to install a double-sided blade sign 
with a new black metal bracket. Sign fabricated from ¾” white PVC with 
black vinyl lettering. There is no exterior lighting proposed. 
 
STATEMENT OF APPLICABLE GUIDELINES: The Bedford Landing District 
Design Guidelines state the following:   

 Signs should complement the architecture or site where they 
are placed as well as make a positive contribution to the 
District.  
The overall goal is to create signage which complements the  
architecture without creating visual clutter and which reflects 
 the historic use of signage in the District. 

 All signs shall be installed in such a manner as to ensure that the 
installation does not create damage or loss of historic fabric and 
 that the installation is temporary or reversible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PATRICK J. SULLIVAN 
 DIRECTOR 

 

 

 

 

Proposed Blade Sign 

8 Dover Street 
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FOR BOARD MEMBER CONSIDERATION: The proposed signage conforms to the City’s zoning regulations, 
including the requirement that the lower edge of the sign shall be not less than eight (8) feet above the 
sidewalk. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  The new sign and bracket do not detract from the District and staff recommends 
that a Certificate of Appropriateness be granted with a condition that the unfinished wood block to which the 
bracket will be attached, be painted the color of the building façade in order to be less noticeable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proposed Blade Sign and Bracket 


