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STAFF REPORT

NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING
June 6, 2016

LOCATION: 48 Union Street (Map 47 Lot 240)
APPLICANT: Annabelle Williams, Owner, Massage Loft

OVERVIEW: The Massage Loft has recently located its business into
the first floor of 48 Union Street and is seeking to install signage on
the Union Street facade of the building.

EXISTING CONDITIONS: Two storefronts share a central entrance
for this address. The Massage Loft has moved into the west ; N
storefront. A law firm is located in the east storefront and has a = L,:;;m o

double-sided blade sign which is situated above the shared 5 Gl
entrance.

PROPOSAL: The applicant proposes the installation of a 2’ X 4’
double-sided blade sign with a new black metal bracket, which
would be located above the west storefront’s plate glass window.
The law firm’s existing sign will be relocated from above the entrance to be situated above the east storefront’s
plate glass window. The proposed sign is a carved foam polyvinyl chloride (PVC) type with PVC lettering. It will
have a black metal bracket and will be anchored within the mortar joints with concrete anchors

XISTING CONDITIONS

STATEMENT OF APPLICABLE GUIDELINES: The Bedford

Landing District Design Guidelines state the following:

e Signs should complement the architecture or site
where they are placed as well as make a positive
contribution to the District. The overall goal is to
create signage which complements the architecture
without creating visual clutter and which reflects the
historic use of signage in the District.

e All signs shall be installed in such a manner as to
ensure that the installation does not create damage or
loss of historic fabric and that the installation is
temporary or reversible.

PROPOSED SIGN
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FOR BOARD MEMBER CONSIDERATION: The proposed signage conforms to the City’s zoning regulations,
including the requirement that the lower edge of the sign shall be not less than eight (8) feet above the
sidewalk.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: This is a type of sign which has previously been approved by the Commission and
staff recommends that a Certificate of appropriateness be granted. Staff also recommends that as a condition to
the Certificate that the installation of the new sign and relocation of the existing sign be positioned within the
centerline of each plate glass window to achieve uniformity.
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EXISTING SIGNAGE

PROPOSED SIGNAGE
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