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City of New Bedford 
Department of Planning, Housing & Community Development 

608 Pleasant St, New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 
Telephone: (508) 979.1500   Facsimile: (508) 979.1575 

 

 

STAFF COMMENTS 
 

PLANNING BOARD MEETING  
JANUARY 13, 2016 

 
Case #03-06: SITE PLAN REVIEW 
  50 Duchaine Boulevard (A/K/A as 50 Phillips Road) 

 Map: 134, Lots: 456, 457, 458 & 459 (F/K/A Map 133, Lots 1, 5 & 15; Map 133, Lot 15A) 
 and  

Lots 3, 4 and 5 (as referred to Land Court Certificate Number 23109, Land Plan 36318-C 
at Book 132, Page 130 and  
Land Court Certificate Number 21272, Land Plan 36318-B at Book 99, Page 43) 

 
 Applicant:  Parallel Products of New England, Inc. 
  401 Industry Road  

Louisville, KY 40208 
 
Local Office:  
Tim Cusson, 
VP of Business Development   
969 Shawmut Avenue 
New Bedford, MA 02746 
 

Owner:  Multilayer Coating Technologies, LLC 
 One Cranberry Hill 

750 Marrett Road 
Lexington, MA 02421  

 
Overview of Request 
Request to consider Site Plan approval for a liquid waste disposal and recycling facility, located at 50 
Duchaine Boulevard in New Bedford Business Park in the Industrial C zoning district.  
 
Parallel Products of New England reprocesses empty plastic and aluminum beverage containers that come 
from redemption centers in bottle bill states throughout the New England area. The company grinds, washes 
and color sorts empty plastic bottles in preparation for the re-manufacture of this plastic into other useful 
products such as carpeting, strapping and moldable plastic sheeting. The company also specializes in liquid 
recycling by reclaiming outdated or distressed non-alcohol and alcohol beverages for conversion of these 
liquids to fuel grade ethanol. Acquisition of 50 Duchaine Boulevard in the Business Park will allow the 
company to expand existing operations from their current division at 969 Shawmut Avenue and remain in New 
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Bedford. Manufacturing and Light Manufacturing defining this proposal are uses permitted by right in the 
Industrial C zoning district.  
 
The 58+/- acre site is comprised of several tax assessors’ parcels which have been remapped due to 
deed of ownership and Land Court transfers (Attachment 1). The entire project proposal area is within 
the City’s Industrial C zoning district, but as lot lines have been abandoned and redrawn several times, 
the three parcels associated for assessment purposes include Lot 5, Lot 4 and Lot 3 as shown on Land 
Plan 36318-B. Lot 3 is zoned Mixed Use Business and Residential A. 
 
Existing Conditions  
This 58+/- acre 
parcel is recognized 
as the site of the 
former Polaroid 
Corporation, which 
was conveyed to 
Konarka 
Technologies, Inc., 
prior to current 
ownership. The 
parcel is found at 
the southern 
terminus off 
Duchaine 
Boulevard via a 
looped road in the 
New Bedford 
Business Park.  The 
existing structure is 
vacant. 
Landscaping which 
enhances the 
structure is 
overgrown and debris litters the area. 
 
Wetlands border the site and are comprised of Wooded Swamp Deciduous Trees (WS1) and Wooded Swamp 
Mixed Trees (WS3).  The applicant appeared before the City of New Bedford Conservation Commission on 
January 5, 2016, with case continued to January 19, 2016 for peer review and further consideration by the 
Department of Environmental Stewardship.   
 
Proposed Conditions 
The applicant aims to expand existing operations here in New Bedford.  Site improvements include 
forty-one (41) tractor trailer spots, seventy-one (71) employee parking spaces, twenty-eight (28) loading 
docks, improved lighting, overhead power service, and the refurbishment of 20,000 SF of office space.   
 
City of New Bedford parking requirements for a business engaged in warehousing and distribution calls 
for 41 parking spaces. The proposal exceeds municipal code requirements by providing seventy-one 
(71),  plus three (3) ADA compliant parking spaces, thereby meeting the stipulations of 521 CMR 23.00: 
PARKING AND PASSENGER LOADING ZONES.   
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The proposal entails an investment of approximately six-million dollars ($6,000,000.00). The current 
facility employs eighty-two (82) staff and the applicant foresees the creation of an additional (50) jobs 
for managerial, clerical, driver, mechanic, and labor positions over a five year period.  
 
It is not the intent of the applicant to utilize storage trailers for on-site storage.  
 
Review Comments 
As required under city ordinance, the case submittal documents were distributed to City Clerk, City Solicitor, 
Health Department, Inspectional Services, Engineering, Public Infrastructure, Conservation Commission, Fire 
Department and School Department. 
 
For comments from the Department of Public Infrastructure and Conservation Commission, please see 
Attachment 2. 
 
The Planning Department awaits other comments.   
 
Site Plan Review 
The plan is rotated 180 degrees with the North arrow direction orientated accordingly.                                                                    
 
Plans submitted for consideration:  
The submittal is shown as the Site Plan for 50 Duchaine Blvd (Assessors Map 134, Lots 456, 457, 458 and 459) 
New Bedford, MA dated December 11, 2015 prepared for Parallel Products of New England, 401 Industry Road, 
Louisville, KY 40208 by Thompson Farland 398 County Street, New Bedford, MA 02740 and consists of seven 
sheets (Attachment 3).  

 Cover Sheet-Sheet 1 
Error: Superimpose the site improvement on Lot 457. (Site improvement is 

superimposed on adjacent lot.) 

 Notes & Legend-Sheet 2 

 Existing Conditions-Sheet 3 
Applicant to Provide:  21E Contaminated Site Information, if applicable. 

Restrictive Covenant Doc No. 57647 

 Layout-Sheet 4 
Plan Revision:   Label “Existing Parking” at east side of building as “Loading” 

 Grading & Utility-Sheet 5  
Applicant to Provide: Any Utility Easement(s). 
   See Comments from DPI. 

 Detail –Sheet 6 

 Detail-Sheet 7 
 
The applicant may need to show more extensive Erosion Control Plan than which is demonstrated on the 
Grading and Utility Plan sheet 5.  
 
A Landscape Plan, Lighting Plan, and Sign Plan have not been provided for the Planning Board’s consideration 
and review.  
 
Snow storage areas are not shown on plans. 
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Building Elevations are not provided. As this is an existing structure, exterior photographs of the four elevations 
are acceptable.  
No written waiver requests were presented with deliverables. However, the Site Plan Review Application 
Checklist is marked with the letter W at the following: 

 Section 3. Plans for North Arrow and minimum scale 

 Section 3c. Demolition Plan 
The applicant should present written waivers for items under petition for the Planning Board’s consideration 
and vote.  
 
The Alta Survey for Phase One and Two Environmental findings should be provided, if applicable. 
 
For Board Member Consideration 
The proposal for Site Plan Approval is consistent with the master plan’s goal to expand workforce opportunities 
as improves the neighborhood setting and 
communicates a positive message for business 
development.   
 
Having reviewed this request, the existing character 
of the surrounding properties and thresholds for 
approval of a site plan review, staff recommends the 
approval of this application with the following 
conditions: 
 

 The applicant/owners shall comply with the 
stipulations set forth by the City of New 
Bedford Department of Public Infrastructure. 

 The applicant/owners shall comply with the 
stipulations set forth by the City of New 
Bedford Department of Environmental 
Stewardship and Conservation Commission. 

 For reference purposes by the Planning 
Division, the applicant shall provide a copy of 
the Operations & Maintenance Plan for the 
Planning Division case file folder, as applicable under Sec. 16-32. - Industrial pretreatment and 
permit requirements. 

 The applicant shall revise plans for omissions and clarification as noted under Staff Comment Site Plan 
Review. 

 The applicant provides additional documents as noted under Staff Comment Site Plan Review. 
____________________________________________ ________________________________________ 
Attachments:  
1. Land Plans 36318-C and 36318-B 
2. Review Comments 
3. Plan Set 
4. Site Plan Approval Application  
5. Trustees Deed – Bristol County (S.D) Registry of Deeds  Document No. 113024 
6. Narrative 
7. Stormwater Management Report 


























































