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City of New Bedford                                                                                                                                                                       
Department of Planning, Housing & Community Development 

608 Pleasant St, New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 
Telephone: (508) 979.1500   Facsimile: (508) 979.1575 

 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 

PLANNING BOARD MEETING  
June 13, 2016 

 
Case #22-16: SITE PLAN REVIEW  

FOR NEW GROUND SIGN 
Cove Surf & Turf 
1500 Cove Road 

  Map 17A, Lot 318 
 

Owner:   1500-1502 Cove Road, LLC 
 1500-1502 Cove Road  

New Bedford, MA 02740 
  
 Applicant:  DeSouza Enterprises 

(d/b/a Cove Surf & Turf) 
1500 Cove Road 
New Bedford, MA 02740 

 
Applicant’s Agent: 

Poyant Signs Inc.  
125 Samuel Barnet Blvd. 
New Bedford, MA 02745 

 
Overview of Request 
Request by applicant for Site Plan approval for Ground Sign for a commercial use under Chapter 9 Comprehensive 
Zoning, §5400, 5427 and 5430-5490B, located at 1500 Cove Street (Map 17A, Lot 103), in the Mixed Use Business 
and Residence B zoning districts.  Accompanying the application is a waiver request for the Planning Board’s 
consideration citing §5400 Site Plan Review and §5440 Preparation of Plans.   
 
Existing Conditions  
Cove Surf & Turf seafood restaurant is located at the intersection of Cove Road and Padanaram Avenue, outside 
the western section of the Hurricane Barrier that protects the City of New Bedford from tidal surges at Clark’s Cove.  
 
The business is located within the High Risk Coastal Area of Zone VE of the FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) 
and has a 1% or greater chance of flooding, with additional hazards associated by storm waves. 

PATRICK J. SULLIVAN 
 DIRECTOR 

 

 

 

 

VIEW LOOKING SOUTH AT SITE FROM PADANARAM AVENUE  
AND COVE ROAD 
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FEMA further describes this zone as having a 26% 
chance of flooding over the life of a 30 year 
mortgage.  
 
Staff’s site visit found that there are multiple wall 
signs/window signs at the property in addition to 
three (3) freestanding (portable) signs advertising 
the business along the street frontage at Cove 
Road and Padanaram Avenue and one banner sign 
attached to an entrance railing.   The prevalence of 
signage in this location contributes to visual 
clutter. (As is always the case, the Zoning 
Enforcement Officer is responsible for the 
interpretation and enforcement of the city’s 
ordinance as it relates to signage.) 
 
The site location is surrounded by single and 
multifamily residential dwelling units. Adjacent 
businesses include Dairy Maid Ice Cream & Frozen 
Yogurt, Nelson Auto Specialists of New Bedford, 
Inc., JC Auto Sales & Repairs, and an unidentified 
business use directly across from Cove Surf & Turf 
at Padanaram Avenue on the waterfront.  
 
There is a three (3) foot wide easement on Lot #2 
(as identified on the ANR Plan Attachment 5) as 
recorded in Bristol County (S.D) Registry of Deeds 
Book 8455, Page 349 to serve as access to the 
building on Lot #1 for maintenance of structures 
and/or utilities at the site. Any structure placed 
within this three foot easement must be 
removable. 
 
The subject parcel is located just south/southwest 
of the area identified in the city’s master plan (A 
City Master Plan: New Bedford 2020) as being the 
“South End Gateway Access Plan” focusing on the 
former Goodyear Site and improved connections 
to/from Route 18.   Additionally, the Cove Surf & 
Turf restaurant is located close to the terminus of 
Phase II of the hurricane barrier recreational 
pathway to be known as the Cove Walk.  
 
Proposed Conditions 
The applicant proposes to display a new, double face 
non-illuminated monument sign manufactured in 
high density urethane (HDU).  HDU signs are value 
engineered to resemble wood. Color specifications 
for the proposed sign are black, blue, orange and red. 
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The five (5) foot by three (3) foot ten (10) inch oval shape sign measures 19.16+/- SF and is in compliance with sign 
ordinance regulations under §3255 for the MUB zoning district.  The proposed sign’s overall height from grade is five 
(5) feet ten (10) inches and is therefore within the fifteen (15) foot maximum height allowance.  The sign is to be 
mounted on a four (4) inch by four (4) inch +/- square steel pole exposing twenty-four (24) inches between ground 
and bottom of sign in compliance with code requirements.  
 
The proposed monument sign must be setback from the lot line a minimum of six (6)feet according to regulations 
under §3256.  Although no site plan was presented as part of the application packet, the applicant’s agent does note 
within the packet that the sign will meet the minimum setback requirements. 
 
Review Comments 
As required under city ordinance, the case submittal documents were distributed to City Clerk, City Solicitor, Health 
Department, Inspectional Services, Engineering, Public Infrastructure, Conservation Commission, Fire Department 
and School Department.   The Planning Department awaits comments from the remaining departments at the time 
of the compilation of this report. 
 
Site Plan Review 
 

The applicant’s agent has submitted a waiver request for the Planning Board’s consideration citing §5400-Site Plan 
Review and §5440-Preparation of Plans. 
 
Graphics submitted for consideration:  
Cove Surf & Turf, 1500 Cove Road, New Bedford, MA, dated 04.28.2016 as revised thru 05.17.16, as prepared by 
Poyant Signs. Inc., 125 Samuel Barnet Boulevard, New Bedford, MA 02745 consisting of two (2) sheets. 
 

Monument Sign – 1A.1 / 1 of 2– Option A 
Monument Sign – 1A.2 / 2 of 2– Option A 

 

Master Plan Goal 
The well-being of any community is often measured by the strength of its local economy. In this respect, the 
application for commercial ground sign under consideration by the Planning Board for Cove Surf & Turf seafood 
restaurant meets the criteria set forth under A City Master Plan: New Bedford 2020 in that the proposal for a 
ground sign supports existing small businesses as part of the strategic approach for economic development.  
 
For Board Member Consideration 
Although the application and plans for a ground sign are professional in design and scope, the proposed ground 
sign may present a public safety hazard if a significant storm event were to occur, given the VE Flood Zone 
designation for this area of New Bedford outside of the hurricane barrier.  In light of this, staff recommends that 
the Planning Board seek assurance from the applicant’s agent that the installation of the proposed sign shall meet 
with recognized and accepted test methods for construction of signs in a flood hazard zone.  
 
Staff Recommendation 
In light of the nature of this request and project scale, staff offers the following two recommendations: 
 

1. That the Planning Board vote to approve the requested waivers from Site Plan Review. 
 

2. In a second vote, having reviewed this request, the existing character of surrounding properties, the thresholds 
required for approval of a site plan review, and provided the applicant’s agent assures the Planning Board to its 
satisfaction that the installation of the proposed sign shall meet with recognized and accepted test methods for 
construction of signs in a flood hazard zone, staff recommends approval of this application with the following 
conditions: 
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 The project shall be undertaken according to the plans submitted with the application with 
adherence to all notes on plans as reviewed by the Planning Board on this date. 

 The proposed monument sign shall meet setback requirements stipulated under the city’s zoning 
ordinance §3256. 

 The applicant shall submit final plan revisions to the Planning Division in the following formats:  
 One (1) -11” x 17” Plan Set 
 One (1) CD or USB with Plan Set in PDF format and shall ensure that these same plans are 

concurrently submitted to the Department of Inspectional Services. 
 The applicant shall provide a copy of the Notice of Decision certifying no appeal has been brought 

forward by the office of the City Clerk for the Planning division case file folder.  
 The rights authorized by the granted Site Plan Approval for New Ground Sign must be exercised, by 

issuance of a Building Permit by the Department of Inspectional Services and acted upon within one 
year from the date they were granted or they will lapse. 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Attachments:  
1. Site Plan Review Application for New Ground Sign 
2. Waiver Request 
3. Letter of Authorization 
4. Deed - Bristol County (S.D) Registry of Deeds Book 11186, Page 318 
5. Approval Not Required Plan of Land Book 160, Page 5 
6. Plan Graphics 

 

Aerial view looking north toward the site. 

SITE 




























