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DISCLAIMER: 
 

This on-line version of the Code of Ordinance for the City of New Bedford ("the Code") is made 
available on the Internet as a public service, and reliance on any information contained herein is at the 
user's own risk. This on-line version of the Code was last updated on <JANUARY 28, 2008>. While 
reasonable efforts have been made to assure the accuracy of the data provided, the on-line version of 
the Code may not reflect the most current court decisions, executive orders or ordinances that may 
substantially amend the content of the Code.  

This is NOT the official version of the Code. Do not rely on this information without first checking 
the official version of the Code, which is available in the City Clerk's Office located in Room 118, 
City Hall, 133 William Street, New Bedford. If you are in need of legal advice or counsel, consult a 
lawyer.  

The City of New Bedford, its agencies, officers and employees do not warrant the accuracy, 
reliability, completeness or timeliness of any information contained in this on-line version of the 
Code, and may not be held liable for any losses caused by any person's reliance on the information 
available on this web site.  
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ADOPTING OF CODE 
 
 An Ordinance Adopting a Revision and Codification of the Ordinances of the City of a 

General and. Permanent Nature; Constituting the Same the Code of Ordinances, City 
of New Bedford, Massachusetts and Repealing Certain Ordinances Not Included 
Therein. 

 
Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of New Bedford as follows:  
 

Section 1. That the ordinances of the City of New Bedford of a general and permanent nature, 
as revised, codified and published in one volume entitled, "The Code of Ordinances, City of New 
Bedford" be and they are hereby adopted for and on behalf of said city.  
 

Section 2. That all the provisions of such Code shall be in force and effect on and after the 1st 
day of January, 1983.  
 

Section 3. That all ordinances or parts of ordinances of the City of New Bedford of a general 
and permanent nature in force on October 22, 1981, and not contained in such Code are hereby 
repealed from, and after the effective date hereof.  
 

Section 4. That the repeal provided for in the preceding Section of this ordinance shall not 
affect the following:  
 

(1) Any offense or act committed or done or any penalty or forfeiture incurred or any 
contract or right established or accruing before the effective date of such revision;  

 
(2) Any ordinance promising or guaranteeing the payment of money for the City, or 

authorizing the issuance of any bonds of the City or any evidence of the City's 
indebtedness;  

 
(3) Any contract or obligation assumed by the City;  
 
(4) Any right or franchise granted by the City;  
 
(5) Any ordinance dedicating, naming, establishing, locating, relocating, opening, paving, 

widening, vacating, etc., any street or public way in the City;  
 
(6) Any appropriation ordinance or ordinance providing for the levy of taxes or for an annual 

budget;  
 
(7) Any ordinance relating to local improvements and assessments therefore;  
 
(8) Any ordinance annexing territory to the City or discontinuing territory as a part of the 

City;  
 
(9) Any ordinance relating to classification and compensation plans and salaries of officers 

and employees of the City;  
 
(10) Any ordinance establishing official bonds, not inconsistent herewith;  
 
(11) Any ordinance relating to zoning or subdivision, not inconsistent herewith; and in        

particular any zoning change or plat approval;  
 
(12) Any ordinance accepting any statute;  
 
(13) Any ordinance enacted after October 22, 1981.  
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Section 5. That nothing in this ordinance or the Code hereby adopted shall effect any ordinance 

or order passed after the 22nd day of October 1981.  
 

Section 6. Whoever violates a provision of any ordinance of the City, whether included in the 
Code hereby adopted or any other ordinances of the City, whereby any act or thing is enjoined or 
prohibited or required, shall, unless other provision is expressly made, be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding 300 hundred dollars for each offense, unless another penalty is specifically provided. 

  
Each day any violation of the Code of Ordinance or of any other ordinance of the City continues 

shall constitute a separate offense.  
 

Section 7. That any and all additions and amendments to such Code, when passed in such 
form as to indicate the intention of the City Council to make the same a part thereof, shall be 
deemed to be incorporated in such Code so that reference to the "Code of Ordinances, City of 
New Bedford, Massachusetts" shall be understood and intended to include such additions and 
amendments.  
 

Section 8. In case of the amendment of any section of such Code for which a penalty is not 
provided, the general penalty as provided in Section 6 of this ordinance and Section 1-9 of such 
Code shall apply to the Section as amended; or, in any case such amendment contains provisions 
for which a penalty is provided in another Section in the same chapter, the penalty so provided in 
such other Section shall be held to relate to the Section so amended unless such penalty is 
specifically repealed therein.  
 

Section 9. That a copy of such Code shall be kept on file in the office of the City Clerk, 
preserved in looseleaf form, or in such other form as the City Clerk may consider most expedient. 
It shall be the express duty of the City Clerk or someone authorized by the City Clerk to insert in 
their designated place all amendments or ordinances which indicate the intention of the City 
Council to make the same a part of such Code when the same have been printed or reprinted in 
page form, and to extract from such Code all provisions which may be from time to time repealed 
by the City Council. This copy of such Code shall be available for all per-sons desiring to examine 
the same.  
 

Section 10. That it shall be unlawful for any person to change or amend by additions or 
deletions any part or portion of such Code, or to insert or delete pages or portions thereof, or to 
alter or tamper with such Code in any manner whatsoever which will cause the law of the City of 
New Bedford to be misrepresented thereby. Any person violating this Section shall be punished as 
provided in Section 3 of this ordinance.  
 

Section 11. That this ordinance shall become effective on the first day of January, 1983.  
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Approved as to legal form and character 
 
/s/ Philip N. Beauregard 

City Solicitor  
 

Under Suspension of Rules Readings  
Waived & Passed to be Ordained 

 
Yeas 9  Nays 1 
  
( Absent one) 

/s/ Janice A. Davidian  
City Clerk 
  

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT  
 

Approved Sept. 28, 1982 
/s/ John A. Markey  
     Mayor 
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CHARTER* 
 

PLAN B.--GOVERNMENT BY MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
ELECTED BY DISTRICTS 

AND AT LARGE 
 
§ 55. Approval or veto by mayor of measures, etc.; overriding veto 

 
Every order, ordinance, resolution and vote relative to the affairs of the city, adopted or 

passed by the city council, shall be presented to the mayor for his approval. If he approves it he 
shall sign it; if he disapproves it he shall return it, with his written objections, to the city council, 
which shall enter the objections at large on its records, and again consider it. If the city council, 
not withstanding such disapproval of the mayor, shall again pass such order, ordinance, 
resolution or vote by a two-thirds vote of all its members, it shall then be in force, but such vote 
shall not be taken for seven days after its return to the city council. Every such order, ordinance, 
resolution and vote shall be in force if not returned by the mayor within ten days after it has been 
presented to him. This section shall not apply to budgets submitted under section thirty-two of 
chapter forty-four or to appropriations by a city council under section thirty-three of said chapter.    
 
§ 56. Plan B   
 

The method of city government provided for in the eight following sections shall be known 
as Plan B. Amended St.1937, c. 224,  § 2.    
 
§ 57. Operative date of plan   
 

Upon the adoption by a city of Plan B, it shall become operative as provided in sections 
one to forty-five, inclusive.    
 
§ 58. Mayor as chief executive officer; election; tenure   
 

There shall be a mayor, elected by and from the qualified voters of the city, who shall be 
the chief executive officer of the city. He shall hold office for the term of two years from the first 
Monday in January following his election and until his successor is qualified.    
 
§ 59. City council; number; election; tenure   
 

The legislative powers of the city shall be vested in a city council. One of its members shall 
be elected by the council annually as its president. In cities having more than seven wards, the 
city council shall be composed of fifteen members, of whom one shall be elected from each ward 
by and from the qualified voters of that ward, and the remaining members shall be elected by and 
from the qualified voters of the city. In cities having seven wards or less, the city council shall be 
composed of eleven members, of whom one shall be elected from each ward by and from the 
qualified voters of that ward, and the remaining members shall be elected by and from the 
qualified voters of the city.   

 
At the first regular municipal election held in a city after its adoption of Plan B, except as 

otherwise provided in this section, the councilors elected from each ward shall be elected to serve 
for one year, and those elected at large shall be elected to serve for two years, from the first 
Monday in January following their election and until their successors are qualified; and at each 
regular municipal election thereafter the councilors elected to fill vacancies caused by the 
expiration of the terms of councilors shall be elected to serve for two years.   

                                                 
* Editor’s Note – The Plan B Charter of the city, consisting of M.G.L.A. c. 43, §§ 56-63, was 
adopted at an election on Nov. 8, 1938, to be effective Jan. 2, 1939.  Said sections are set out 
herein.  Prior thereto the city operated under a charter enacted by the legislature as Ch. 60, Acts 
of 1847, as amended, which charter has not been repealed. 
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If the plan adopted provides for elections to be held biennially, at the first regular 

municipal election held under the provisions of such plan and at each biennial election thereafter, 
all the councilors whether elected at large or by wards shall be elected to serve for two years 
from the first day of January following their election and until their successors are qualified.     
 
§ 59A. Vacancies in office of mayor and council; procedure for filling  

 
If a vacancy occurs in the office of mayor by death, removal or resignation at any time  

during the first year of the term ending December thirty-first, the city clerk shall forthwith order 
an election to fill such vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term.   

 
If a vacancy occurs during the second year of the term beginning January first, a meeting 

of the city council shall be called by the city clerk and the city council shall elect by majority vote 
one of its members as mayor for the remainder of the unexpired term. If the city council fails so 
to elect at said meeting or within thirty days thereafter, the president of the city council shall 
become acting mayor, shall exercise all the rights and powers of mayor and shall be sworn to the 
faithful discharge of his duties.   

 
If a vacancy occurs at any time in the office of a councilor elected by and from the 

qualified voters of the city, such vacancy shall be filled forthwith by a majority vote of all the 
remaining members of the city council for the remainder of the unexpired term.   

 
If a vacancy occurs, before the last six months of the term, in the office of a councilor 

elected by and from the voters of a ward, the city council shall forthwith order an election to fill 
such vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term.  

 
Added by St.1937, c. 224,  § 3. Amended St.1955, c. 222.     
 
§ 60. Appointments by mayor subject to confirmation; exceptions   
 

Upon the adoption of Plan B, all heads of departments and members of municipal boards, 
except the school committee, officials appointed by the governor, and assessors if elected by the 
people, as their terms of office expire, shall be appointed by the mayor, subject to confirmation 
by the city council; but the city solicitor shall be appointed, and may be removed, by the mayor, 
without confirmation by the city council. This section shall apply to the city solicitor in office when 
Plan B becomes operative.    
 
§ 61. Removals   
 

The mayor may, with the approval of a majority of the members of the city council, remove 
the head of a department or member of a board before the expiration of his term of office, except 
members of the school committee, officials appointed by the governor, and assessors if elected by 
the people. The person so removed shall receive a copy of the reasons for his removal, and he 
may, if he desires, contest the same before the city council. He may be represented by counsel at 
the hearing.     
 
§ 62. Repealed by St.1952, c. 259,  § 3.     
 
§ 63. Approval and veto offer of mayor  
  

Section fifty-five shall apply to cities which adopt Plan B. 
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 CODE OF ORDINANCES 

 
Chapter 1 

 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 
Sec. 1-1. How Code designated and cited.   
 

The ordinances in the following chapters and sections shall constitute and be designated 
and cited as "The Code of Ordinances, City of New Bedford."    
 
Sec. 1-2. Rules for construction.   
 

The following rules of construction shall be observed for this Code and every other 
ordinance, unless inconsistent with the manifest intent of the city council or the context of the 
Code or ordinance. 

   
City. The words "the city" shall mean the City of New Bedford, in the county of Bristol and 

State of Massachusetts.  
 
Computation of time. The time in which an act is to be done shall be computed by 

excluding the first and including the last day; and if the last day be Sunday or a legal holiday, 
that shall be excluded. 

 
Council. The words "the council" mean the city council of the City of New Bedford.   
 
County. The words "the county" or "this county" shall mean Bristol County, Massachusetts.   
 
Gender. Word's used in one gender - shall include the other genders.   
 
Joint authority majority. Words purporting to give authority to three (3) or more officers or 

other persons shall be construed as giving such authority to a majority of such officers or 
persons.   

 
Licenses, permits. Words prohibiting anything from being done, except in accordance with 

a license or permit or authority from a board or officer, shall be construed as giving such board or 
officer power to license or permit or authorize such thing to be done.   

 
Month. The word "month" shall mean a calendar month.   
 
Owner. The word "owner," applied to a building or land, shall include any part owner, joint 

owner, tenant in common, or joint tenant, of the whole or of a part of such building or land.   
 
Person. The word "person" shall include a corporation, firm, partnership, association, 

organization or any other group acting as a unit, as well as a natural person.   
 
Plural, singular. Words importing the singular shall include the plural; words importing the 

plural shall include the singular.   
 

Preceding, following. The words "preceding" and "following" mean next before and next 
after, respectively.   

 
State, commonwealth. The words "the state" or "this state" or "the commonwealth" shall 

mean the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.   
 
Tenant, occupant. The words "tenant" or "occupant" applied to a building or land, shall 

include any person who occupies the whole or a part of such building or land, either alone or with 
others.   
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Tense. Words used in the past or present tense include the future as well as the past and 
present.   

 
Ways, streets, highways. The words "ways," "streets," and "highways," shall be construed 

as including boulevards, avenues, courts, lanes, alleys, squares, places and sidewalks, and each 
of these words include every other of them.   

 
Writing. The words "writing" or "written" shall include printing.  

State Law Reference-Relevant definitions, M.G.L.A. c. 43,  § 1.     
 
Sec. 1-3. Orders and resolves.   

 
Whenever the city council expresses anything by way of command, the form of expression 

shall be, "Ordered" and when said city council expresses opinions, principles, facts or purposes, 
the form shall be "Resolved."  (Code 1963,  § 16-103)    
 
Sec. 1-4. Enacting style of ordinances.   
 

All bylaws of the city shall be termed ordinances; and the enacting style shall be "Be it 
ordained by the city council of the City of New Bedford, as follows:" (Code 1963,  § 16-105)   
 

Cross Reference-Legislative power of council,  § 2-40.    
 
Sec. 1.5. Proposed ordinances, etc., to be published.   
 

Every proposed ordinance or loan order, except emergency measures as hereinbefore 
defined and revenue loan orders, shall be published once in full in at least one newspaper of the 
city, and in any additional manner that may be provided by ordinance, at least ten  (10) days 
before its final passage, provided that if any ordinance or proposed ordinance, or codification of 
ordinances or proposed ordinances, shall exceed in length eight  (8) octavo pages of ordinary 
book print, then, in lieu of the advertising required by this section, the same may be published by 
the city council in a municipal bulletin or printed pamphlet, and if so published in full at least ten  
(10) days before its final passage, said publication shall be deemed sufficient without the 
newspaper publication as herein required.  (Code 1963,  § 16-108; Ord. of 10-25-90,  § 1)    

State Law Reference-Publication of ordinances and codes, M.G.L.A. c. 40,  § 32A; c. 43,  
§ 23.  

 
Sec. 1-6. Approval and veto of ordinances, etc.   
 

Every order, ordinance, resolution and vote relative to the affairs of the city, adopted or 
passed by the city council, shall be presented to the mayor for approval. If the mayor approves it, 
the mayor shall sign it; if the mayor disapproves it, the mayor shall return it, with written 
objections, to the city council, which shall enter the objections, at large, on its records and again 
consider it. If the city council, notwithstanding such disapproval of the mayor, shall again pass 
such order, ordinance, resolution or vote by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of all its members, it shall 
then be in force but such vote shall not be taken for seven  (7) days after its return to the city 
council. Every such order, ordinance, resolution and vote shall be in force if not returned by the 
mayor within ten  (10) days after it has been presented. This section shall not apply to budgets 
submitted under section 32 of Chapter 44 of Massachusetts General Laws or to appropriations by 
a city council under section thirty-three of said chapter.  (Code 1963,  § 1-109)   

Annotation-As to enactment of ordinances see James v. Mayor of New Bedford, 319 
Mass. 74 (1946), 64 N.E. 2d 638.  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 43,  § 55.    
 
Sec. 1-7. Recordation of ordinances.   
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All ordinances shall be recorded by the city clerk in the order of passage, in a book which 

shall be kept in the office of the city clerk, subject to public inspection.  (Code 1963,  § 16-107)    
 
Sec. 1-8. Catchlines of sections.   
 

The catchlines of the several sections of the Code of Ordinances printed in boldface type 
are intended as mere catchwords to indicate the contents of the section, and shall not be deemed 
or taken to be titles of such sections, nor as any part of the section, nor, unless expressly so 
provided, shall they be so deemed when any of such sections, including the catchlines, are 
amended or re-enacted.    
 
Sec. 1-9. General penalty.  
 

Whoever violates any provision of this Code, any ordinance, any of the conditions under 
which a permit is issued, or any decision rendered by the board of appeals, shall, unless 
otherwise provided by law or ordinance, be liable to a penalty of not less than five dollars ($5.00) 
nor more than three hundred dollars ($300.00) for each offense. Each day that such violation 
continues shall constitute a separate offense.  (Code 1963,  § 14-157; Ord. of 3-11-76)   

State Law Reference-Authority, M.G.L.A. c. 40,  § 21, which section also specifies 
different penalties for certain acts or omissions.   

 
Sec. 1-10. Fines and penalties inure to use of city.   
 

All fines and penalties for the violation of any ordinance shall when received, inure to the 
use of the city, and be paid into the city treasury, unless it be otherwise directed by the laws of 
the Commonwealth or the ordinances of the city.   
 
Sec. 1-11. Continuation and repeal of ordinances.  
 

So far as the provisions of this Code are the same in effect as those of previously existing 
ordinances, they shall be construed as a continuation of such ordinances; but, subject to said 
limitations and the provisions of section 1-12, all ordinances of the city heretofore in force are 
hereby repealed, provided that this repeal shall not apply to or affect any ordinance heretofore 
adopted accepting or adopting the provisions of any statute, nor shall it apply to or affect any 
ordinance saved from repeal in section 4 of the adopting ordinance.    
 
Sec. 1-12. Rights, penalties and pending litigation not affected by repeal of ordinances.   

This Code and the repeal of all ordinances heretofore in force shall not affect any act done, 
any right accrued, any penalty or liability incurred, any suit, prosecution or proceeding pending at 
the time they take effect, nor shall the repeal of any ordinance thereby have the effect of reviving 
any ordinance theretofore repealed or suspended.    
 
Sec. 1-13. Severability of parts of Code.  

 
It is hereby declared to be the intention of the city council that the sections, paragraphs, 

sentences, clauses and phrases of this Code are severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, 
paragraph or section of this Code shall be declared unconstitutional by the valid judgment or 
decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality shall not affect any of the 
remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of this Code, since the same 
would have been enacted by the city council without the incorporation in this Code of any such 
unconstitutional phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section.  
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Chapter 2 

 
ADMINISTRATION* 

 
Art. I.  In General,  § § 2-1-2-19   
Art. II.      Office of Mayor,  § § 2-20-2-39   
Art. III. City Council,  § § 2-40-2-79  

Div. 1. Generally,  § § 2-40-2-55 
Div. 2. Committees,  § § 2-56-2-79   

Art. IV.  City Solicitor,  § § 2-80-2-89   
Art. V.  City Clerk,  § § 2-90-2-99   
Art. VI.  City Treasurer and Collector of Taxes,  § § 2-100-2-109   
Art. VII.  Officers Generally,  § § 2-110-2-119   
Art. VIII.  Communications Department,  § § 2-120-2-129   
Art. IX.  Commission on Human Relations,  § § 2-130-2-139   
Art. X.       Council on Aging,  § § 2-140-2-149   
Art. XI.  New Bedford Historical Commission; Historic Districts,  § § 2-150-2-170   
Art. XII.  Exhibition Hall Commission,  § § 2-171-2-179   
Art. XIII.  Commission for Citizens With Disabilities,  § § 2-180-2-187   
Art. XIV.  Inspector of Wires,  § § 2-188-2-199   
Art. XV. Energy Resource Commission,  § § 2-200-2-202   
Art. XVI.  Department of Community Services,  § § 2-203-2-206     
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 
Sec. 2-1. City seal; custodian.  
 

The design given below, presenting a view of the northerly extremity of Palmer's Island, 
with its lighthouse, of a whaleship under sail in the harbor; of a steamboat passing Palmer's 
Island, and of the City of New Bedford in the distance, shall be the device of the city seal. The    
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
* Cross references – Airport Commission, § 3-1 et seq.; inspectors of animals, § 4-2 et seq.; 
harbor master, § 5-1 et seq.; fence viewers, § 6-3 et seq.; building department, § 6-20 et seq.; 
board of cemetery commissioners, § 7-1 et seq.; department of emergency management § 8-1; 
comprehensive emergency management planning committee, § 8-3; zoning board of appeals, § 
9-6 et seq.; city auditor, §10-4 et seq.; purchasing department, § 10-50; board of assessors, § 
10-80 et seq.; board of trustees of bequests, gifts and trust funds, § 10-100 et seq.; bureau of 
fire prevention, § 11-5; board of health, § 12-1 et seq.; city physician, § 12-7 et seq.; housing 
authority, § 13-1 et seq.; library trustees, § 14-1 et seq.; shellfish constables and warden, § 15-
65; weighers, etc., § 15-80 et seq.; licensing board for alcoholic beverages, § 15-90 et seq.; 
water board, § 16-40 et seq.; board of park commissioners, § 18-1 et seq.; commission on 
recreation, § 18-6 et seq.; personnel, Ch. 19; department of labor relations and personnel, § 19-
1 et seq.; police and fire departments, § 19-80 et seq.; commissioner of public works, § 19-140 
et seq.; planning board and departments, § 20-1 et seq.; development and industrial 
commission, § 20-11; school committee, § 21-1; board of survey, § 22-30 et seq.; traffic 
commission, Ch. 23, editor’s note; parking supervisor program, § 23-1 et seq.; school traffic 
committee, § 23-5; director of veterans’ services, § 25-1 et seq.; veterans’ agent, § 25-4 et seq.; 
veterans’ graves officer, § 25-8 et seq. 
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Motto shall be “Lucem Diffundo,” and the description shall be as follows, to wit:  “Nova Bedfordia 
Condita, A.D. 1787, Civitatis regimine donate, A.D. 1847.” 
 

 
   The city clerk shall be the custodian of the city seal.   
(Code 1963,  § 2-311)     
 
Sec. 2-2. Municipal elections.   
 

City elections are governed under the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 
51, section 16A, providing for a board of election commissioners.   
(Code 1963,  § 3-901)  

Note-Accepted by the city council May 12, 1960, by authority of M.G.L.A.c. 51,  § 16A; 
said section was amended in 1975. Acts of the legislature of Massachusetts pertaining to 
municipal elections in the City of New Bedford, which are no longer relevant, are as follows: Acts 
1921, Ch. 46; Acts 1937, Ch. 313; Acts 1939, Ch. 48; Acts 1941, Ch. 95; and Acts 1948, Ch. 44.    
 
Sec. 2-3. Appointment of department heads and board members generally.   
 

All heads of departments and members of municipal boards, except the school committee, 
officials appointed by the governor, and assessors, shall be appointed by the mayor, subject to 
confirmation by the city council.   
(Code 1963,  § 1-105)  

State Law Reference-M.G.L.A.c. 43,  § 60.     
 
Sec. 2-4. Removal of department heads and board members generally.   
 

The mayor may, with the approval of a majority of the members of the city council, 
remove the head of a department or member of a board before the expiration of such person's 
term of office. The person so removed shall receive a copy of reasons for such removal, and may 
contest the same before the city council. Such person may be represented by counsel at the 
hearing.    
(Code 1963,  § 1-106)  

State Law Reference-M.G.L.A.c. 43, § 61.   
 
Sec. 2-5. City documents; contents, preparation, distribution.   

 
The city documents shall include the mayor's inaugural address of the current year, a 

municipal register containing a list of all elected and appointed officers and officials of the city   
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as to the first day of June of the current year, with the amount of compensation received by each, 
and a copy of every city ordinance passed since the last previous publication of the city 
documents. Such city ordinances shall be furnished to the mayor's office by the city clerk. The 
preparation and distribution of the city documents shall be under the full charge and control of 
the mayor's office, and the cost thereof shall be charged to the account of the mayor.   
(Code 1963,  § 2-206; Ord. of 5-24-79,  § 4)    
 
Sec. 2-6. Annual departmental reports; specifications, printing, binding.   
 

Annually in July, the mayor shall notify all departments, boards, commissions, councils and 
agencies that they, at their expenses, shall on or before November first, file with his office a 
report giving information regarding the activities of such departments, boards, commissions, 
councils, and agencies. Annually on December first, the mayor shall notify the city council which 
departments, boards, commissions, councils and agencies have or have not filed said reports. On 
or before May first, all printed flatsheets shall be delivered to the office of the clerk of 
committees.   
 
Sec. 2-7. Administrative and recording fees.    
 

The city clerk shall charge certain administrative and recording fees, which shall be set 
from time to time by order of the city council.    
( Ord. of 1-14-82,  § 1; Ord. of 11-10-88,  § 1; Ord. of 5-9-91,  § 1)  

Cross Reference City clerk,  § 2-90 et seq.   
 
Sec. 2-8. Meetings.   
 

No meetings of any board, commission, department, council or agency, or committees 
thereof, of the City of New Bedford, shall be held on a holiday, on the Thursday or Friday of Holy 
Week, on the twenty-fourth day of December, or on Jewish holy day. Any action taken at a 
meeting held in violation of this section shall be null and void. 

 
The provisions of this section shall not apply to the customary and usual Organizational 

Meeting of the City Council that convenes immediately prior to and re-convenes immediately 
following a meeting of the Mayor-Elect, Councillors-Elect, and Assessors-Elect where they are 
sworn to the faithful discharge of their duties in accordance with Chapter 563 of the Acts of 1989.  
At said Organizational Meeting taking place on a holiday, no business shall be considered except 
the election of a President pro-tem; election of the City Council President; assignment of seating 
of Councillors; and the appointment of Assistant City Solicitors, Legislative Counsel to the City 
Council and Weighers of Merchandise/Measurers of Lumber.  Any other business considered and 
voted upon shall be null and void.  
( Ord. of 1-10-85,  § 1; Ord. of 12-29-05, § 1)   
 
Sec 2-9 Promulgation of Regulations by Boards, Commissions, Committees and Political 
Subdivisions. 
 
a. Except as otherwise provided by State Law, all Boards, Commissions, Committees and political 
subdivisions of the City shall not propose, amend or rescind any regulation without first having 
conducted a public hearing thereon, of which notice shall be given by publication, one in each of 
two successive weeks, in a newspaper of general circulation published in the City, the last 
publication to be at least two days before the hearing, and shall be posted in the Office of the City 
Clerk within forty-eight hours prior to the public hearing. 
 
b. When the request for proposing, amending or rescinding such a regulation is made, the cost 
of giving notice as required above shall be borne by the requesting Board, Commission, 
Committee or other political subdivision of the City. ( Ord. of 07-19-07, §1) 
 
Sec. 2-10. Removal of Board, Commission, Committee or Task Force Members. 
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Except as otherwise provided by State Law, any member of a Board, Commission, 

Committee or Task Force subject to (a) appointment by the Mayor; or (b) appointment by the 
Mayor and confirmation by the City Council shall be removed from said Board, Commission, 
Committee or Task Force if the member is absent from twenty-five percent of the regular 
meetings of the Board, Commission, Committee or Task Force in any consecutive twelve (12) 
month period during the tenure of the member.  (Ord. of 07-19-07, §1) 
 
Secs. 2-11-2-19. Reserved.    
 

ARTICLE II. OFFICE OF MAYOR* 
 
Sec. 2-20. Executive head of city.   
 

The mayor shall be the executive head of the city and charged with administrative 
responsibility.   
( Code 1963,  § 1-101)  

Annotations-Dooling v. City Council of Fitchburg, 242 Mass. 599  (1922); 136 NE 616; 
Bell v Treasurer of Cambridge, 310 Mass. 484  (1941)  

State Law Reference-Similar provision, M.G.L.A. c. 43,  § 58.  
  

Sec. 2-21. Head of police and fire departments.  
 

The mayor shall be the executive head and general directing authority in control and 
management of the police and fire departments, subject to limitations enumerated in this Code.   
(Code 1963,  § 1-113)    
 
Sec. 2-22. Ex officio member of certain boards.   
 

The mayor shall be an ex officio member of the following boards:   
 

(1) Board of trustees of the free public library;   
 

(2) Planning board; .   
 

(3) School committee  (chairperson);   
 

(4) Water board; and other boards as provided by law and ordinance.  
(Code 1963, § 1-112)    
 
Sec. 2-23. Executive orders.   
 

The mayor as executive head of the city and charged with administrative responsibility, 
may promulgate, regulate, alter or direct, such rules and regulations as such officer deems 
conducive to the efficient and orderly conduct of municipal business, which authority shall be 
exercised in the form of "executive orders," provided there is no conflict with any ordinance or 
statutory provision.  (Code 1963,  § 1-114)  
Annotation-See Daly v Mayor of Medford, 241 Mass. 336  (1921).   
 
Sec. 2-24. Salary.  
 

Beginning July 1, 2004, the Mayor shall receive an annual salary of $77,636.00. 
Beginning July 1, 2005, the Mayor shall receive an annual salary of $87,636.00. 
Beginning July 1, 2006, the Mayor shall receive an annual salary of $97,636.00. 
Beginning July 1, 2007, the Mayor shall receive an annual salary of $107,636.00. 
 

                                                 
* Cross reference – Purchasing department within the executive dept. established, § 10-50. 
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Beginning July 1, 2008 and on July 1 of every year thereafter, the Mayor shall receive an 

annual cost of living adjustment based upon the prior year consumer price index. 
 
An Acting Mayor, and a Mayor filling a vacancy shall receive the salary of the Mayor.   

(Code 1963,  § 1-102; Ord. of 11-21-73,  § 1; Ord. of 4-11-85,  § 1; Ord. of 10-8-87,  § 1; Ord. 
of 12-15-94,  § 1; Ord. of 9-11-97,  § 1; Ord. of 4-8-04, § 1)  

State Law Reference-M.G.L.A. c. 39,  § 6A, C. 43,  § 17A.   
 
Sec. 2-25. Vacancy in office.  
 

If a vacancy occurs in the office of mayor by death, removal or resignation at any time 
during the first year of the term ending December thirty-first, the city clerk shall forthwith order 
an election to fill such vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term. 

 
If a vacancy occurs during the second year of the term beginning January first, a meeting 

of the city council shall be called by the city clerk and it shall elect by a majority vote one of its 
members as mayor for the remainder of the unexpired term. If the city council fails so to elect at 
said meeting or within thirty  (30) days thereafter, the president of the city council shall become 
acting mayor, shall exercise all the rights and powers of mayor and shall be sworn to the faithful 
discharge of the duties of such office.  
(Code 1963,  § 1-103)  

State Law Reference-M.G.L.A. c. 43,  § 59A.    
 
Sec. 2-26. Acting mayor.  
 

If the mayor is absent or unable from any cause temporarily to perform the duties of the 
office they shall be performed by the president of the city council. The person upon whom such 
duties shall devolve shall be called "acting mayor" and shall possess the powers of mayor only in 
matters not admitting of delay, but shall have no power to make permanent appointments.  

 
Whenever the mayor is expected to be absent from such municipal office for twenty-four  

(24) hours or more, the mayor's executive assistant shall notify the president of the city council 
of said fact in order that there will be a continuity of city business.  

 
The president or his successor, while exercising the rights and powers and performing the 

duties of mayor under the provision of this section as the result of the death or resignation of the 
mayor shall be entitled, from the first day of service, to compensation, payable in equal weekly 
installments, at the existing rate paid to the mayor per annum, but shall not, during said period, 
be entitled to any compensation as a member of the city council.   
(Code 1963,  § 1-104; Ord. of 5-8-69; Ord. of 12-9-82,  § 1)  

Annotation-Dimick v. Barry, 211 Mass. 165 (1911).  
State Law Reference-M.G.L.A. c. 43,  § 26.    

 
Sec. 2-27. Temporary closing of offices.   
 

The mayor may order any or all municipal buildings or offices to be closed for any period 
not exceeding one day at a time whenever the mayor deems it expedient.   
(Code 1963,  § 1-110)    
 
Sec. 2-28. Central mailing office.   
 

All outgoing mail from municipal departments with offices in the municipal building shall be 
forwarded through a central mailing office to be maintained by the office of the mayor.   
(Code 1963,  § 2-203; Ord. of 5-24-79,  § 2)   
 
Secs. 2-29-2-39. Reserved.    
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ARTICLE III. CITY COUNCIL 
 

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY    
 

Sec. 2-40. Legislative power.   
 

The legislative power of the city shall be vested in the city council.   
(Code 1963,  § 2-101)  

Annotations-As to enactment of vetoed ordinances, see James v. New Bedford, 319 Mass. 74  
(1946); as to enactment of salary ordinances, see the above case, and Morra v New Bedford, 340 
Mass. 240  (1960), 163 N.E. 2d 268; Souza v. New Bedford, 320 Mass. 541, 70 N.E. 2d 802.  

Cross Reference-Enactment, etc., of ordinances,  § § 1-4-1-7.  
State Law References-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 43,  § 59; open meetings law, c. 39,  § 

23B. 
 
Sec. 2-41. Regular meetings.  
 

The first regular meeting of the city council following a regular municipal election shall be 
held in accordance with the provisions of law, as set forth in Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 43 and any amendments thereto.  

 
All other regular meetings of the city council, except those designated in the next 

paragraph, shall be held in the city council chambers, municipal building, at 7:00 in the evening 
of the second and fourth Thursday of each month from the second Thursday of January to and 
including the fourth Thursday of June, and from the second Thursday in September to and 
including the fourth Thursday in November, provided, however, that when a regular meeting day 
falls on a holiday or on the Thursday of Holy Week, the Tuesday immediately preceding shall be 
the date for said meeting if such date is not a holiday or holy day, which in such case, the 
meeting shall be held on the Wednesday immediately preceding said regular meeting.  

 
Additional regular meetings shall be held on the third Thursday of July, on the third 

Thursday of August and on the third Thursday of December in each year.   
(Code 1963,  § 2-106; Ord. of 10-14-65; Ord. No. 6-10-68; Ord. of 10-8-70; Ord. of 11-12-81,  § 
1; Ord. of 5-12-83,  § 1; Ord. of 10-23-86,  § 1; Ord. of 2-8-90,  § 1; Ord. of 2-11-99,  § 1)  

State Law References-Date of first meeting, M.G.L.A. c. 43,  § 17; authority to fix time 
and place of meetings, M.G.L.A. c. 43,  § 18 (2).   
 
Sec. 2-42. Special meetings; call for; notice.  
 

The mayor, and in like manner, the president of the council, may at any time call a special 
meeting of the city council by causing a written notice of such meeting, specifying the subject 
which such officer desires to have considered to be left at the usual place of residence of each 
councilor  (or at such place as the councilor may have previously in writing, indicated) or by 
giving it to the councilor in hand, at least twenty-four  (24) hours before the time appointed for 
the meeting; and no other business shall be transacted at such special meeting.  

 
Upon written petition of six  (6) members of the council, the city clerk shall call a special 

meeting by causing such aforesaid notice to be sent. The names of the councilors calling such 
meeting shall appear on such notice.  

 
Whenever a special meeting is required for the drawing of jurors, it shall be held on call of 

the city clerk and the city clerk shall give notice thereof in such manner as such clerk shall deem 
most practical.   
(Code 1963,  § 2-107)    
 
Sec. 2-43. Rules; public sessions; journal.   
 

Except where expressly authorized by the Massachusetts Open Meeting Law   
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(Section 23B of Chapter 39 of the Massachusetts General Laws) and approved by vote of the city 
council, all legislative sessions shall be open to the public, and every matter coming before the 
council for action shall be put to a vote, the result of which shall be recorded. A full and accurate 
journal of the proceedings of the council shall be kept, and shall be kept open to public 
inspection.   
(Code 1963,  § 2-102; Ord. of 2-11-99,  § § 1, 2)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 43,  § 18 (2), M.G.L.A. c. 39,  § 
23B.  
 
Sec. 2-44. Not to serve on other boards.   
 

No member of the city council shall serve on any board or commission connected with the 
city government except as may be specifically provided by law or ordinance.   
(Code 1963,  § 2-103)    
 
Sec. 2-45. Salaries.   
 

The president of the city council shall receive an annual salary of eighteen thousand, two-
hundred sixty-five dollars  ($18,265.00). Other members of the city council shall receive a salary 
of fourteen thousand, six-hundred twelve dollars  ($14,612.00) per annum; and provided further 
that nothing in the foregoing shall be construed to prevent any member of the city council who so 
chooses from declining the salary established in accordance with the effective date of this section.  
(Code 1963,  § 2-104; Ord. of 8-19-71; Ord. of 2-28-85,  § 1; Ord. of 10-8-87,  § 1; Ord. of 12-
17-92,  § 1; Ord. of 12-15-94,  § 1; Ord. of 9-11-97,  § 1)  

Annotations-Enactment of salary ordinances, James v. New Bedford, 319 Mass. 74  
(1946), 64 N.E. 2d 268; Souza v. New Bedford, 320 Mass.  (1947), 70 N.E. 2d 802; Morra v. New 
Bedford, 340 Mass. 240  (1960), 163 N.E. 2d 268.  

State Law Reference-Authority to fix, M.G.L.A. c. 39,  § 6A, c. 43,  § 17A.    
 
Sec. 2-46. Vacancies.   
 

If a vacancy occurs at any time in the office of a councilor elected by and from the 
qualified voters of the city, such vacancy shall be filled forthwith by a majority vote of all the 
remaining members of the city council for the remainder of the unexpired term. If a vacancy 
occurs, before the last six  (6) months of the term in the office of a councilor elected by and from 
the voters of a ward, the city council shall forthwith order an election to fill such vacancy for the 
remainder of the unexpired term.  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 43,  § 59A.    
 
Sec. 2-47. Legislative counsel.    

(a) Appointment:  The city council shall appoint its legislative counsel annually 
at the organizational meeting. Legislative counsel shall hold office until 
December 31 of the year in which said person is appointed.  Legislative counsel 
shall be admitted as an attorney by the courts of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, shall be subject to residency requirements under Chapter 19 
Article II and shall not hold any other office under city government. 

  
(b) Duties:  It shall be the duty of legislative counsel to provide legal 
assistance: 

   (1) To the city council and its members in the exercise of their 
legislative powers, 

   (2) To standing and special committees of the city council in discharging 
their responsibilities, and 

   (3) To individual members serving on boards, commissions, authorities, 
public corporations or any other body by virtue of holding office as a 
member of the city council.  Legislative counsel shall attend the meetings of 
the city council and its committees as from time to time the city council shall 
direct. 
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   (4) To represent the city council, deemed by it necessary, to initiate in 

its behalf or defend it in any action before any state or federal court.  Such 
legislative counsel shall receive additional compensation for such services 
and is authorized to engage other counsel to assist and/or serve in his 
capacity. 

 
  (c) Removal: Legislative counsel shall hold office during the term of such 

person’s appointment unless removed for cause, after hearing, by a 2/3 vote 
of the city council. 

(Code 1963,  § 2-123; Ord. of 9-27-79; Ord. of 3-27-80, § 1; Ord. of 6-12-97,  § 1; Ord. of 07-
29-07, § 2)   
 
Sec. 2-48. Assistant clerk.  
 

The secretary to the city clerk and the city council shall be assistant clerk of the city 
council, ex officio, and shall be vested with all the powers and duties thereto appertaining, 
including the taking of minutes of the city council meetings and the processing of city council 
documents. In the absence of the city clerk, or should a vacancy occur in said office, the assistant 
clerk of the city council shall discharge the duties of the city clerk insofar as they pertain to the 
city council, and to the board of survey.  ( Code 1963,  § 2-122; Ord. of 10-8-70)  
 

Cross References-Assistant city clerk,  § 2-93; assistant clerk of committees,  § 2-60.    
 
Sec. 2-49. Messenger.   
 

The person holding the office of supervisor of custodians shall serve as messenger to the 
city council at all regular and special meetings and shall receive such compensation as the city 
council shall determine.  ( Code 1963,  § 2-121)    
 
Sec. 2-50. Duties of mayor and department heads; attendance at council meetings; 
witnesses.   
 

The city council or any of its committees at any time may request from the mayor or the 
head of a department specific information on any municipal matter within its jurisdiction, and may 
request him or her to be present to answer written questions relating thereto at a meeting to be 
held not earlier than one week from the date of the receipt by the mayor of such questions. The 
mayor shall personally, or the head of a department or a member of a board, attend such 
meeting and publicly answer all such questions. The person so attending shall not be obliged  
to answer questions relating to any other matter. The mayor may attend and address the city 
council in person or through the head of a department, or a member of a board, upon any 
subject.  
 

Witnesses may be summoned to attend and testify and to produce books and papers at a 
hearing before a city council or before a committee of the same as to the matters within their 
authority; and such witnesses shall be summoned in the same manner, be paid the same fees, 
and be subject to the same penalties for default as witnesses in civil cases before the courts. The 
presiding officer of such council or a member of any such committee may administer oaths to 
witnesses who appear before such council or committee.   
( Ord. of 7-17-97,  § 1)   
 
Secs. 2-51-2-55. Reserved.   
 

DIVISION 2. COMMITTEES    
 
Sec. 2-56. Standing committees enumerated.  
 

The following standing committees of the city council are hereby established to handle 
matters within the jurisdiction of the city council.   
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(1) Ordinances;   
 

(2) City Property;   
 

(3) Finance;   
 

(4) Public Safety and Neighborhoods;  
 

(5) Labor and Industry;   
 

(6) Veterans Affairs, Elderly, Health, Housing and Disability Issues;   
 

(7) Appointments and Briefings;   
 

(8) Internal Affairs;   
 
(Code 1963,  § 2-108; Ord. of 3-8-73; Ord. of 9-26-74,  § 1; Ord. of 4-10-86,  § 1 (1); Ord. of 5-
8-86,  § 1; Ord. of 1-11-96,  § 1, Ord. of 4-9-04, § 1)  

Cross References-School committee, § 21-1, which is not a committee of council; school 
traffic committee, § 23-5, which is not committee of council.  
 
Sec. 2-57. Appointments; chairperson.  
 

Appointments to the several Standing Committees of the City Council shall be made by the 
President annually in the month of January by the President.  The President shall also make 
appointments to all Special Committees unless otherwise specifically ordered.  The President shall 
clearly designate the name of the member that shall serve as chair and as vice chair and may 
alter such designation periodically. 
(Code 1963,  § 2-120, Ord. of 4-9-04, § 2)   
 
Sec. 2-58. Membership of standing committees.  
 

Each standing committee shall consist of 5 Councilors except the Committees on 
Ordinances, Finance, Appointments and Briefings and Public Safety and Neighborhoods, which 
shall consist of all members of the City Council. 
 
 (Code 1963,  § 2-109; Ord. of 4-10-86,  § 1(2); Ord. of 6-12-86,  § 1, Ord. of 4-9-04, § 3)   
 
Sec. 2-59. Duties in general.  
 

The committees herein named shall perform such duties as are specifically provided by 
ordinance, and all such other duties as may properly come within the scope of the committee 
designation, subject however, to the direction of the city council. The city council may refer any 
matter to such of said committees as the nature of the subject would render appropriate for 
investigation and report.   
(Code 1963,  § 2-111)  
 
Sec. 2-60. Clerk of committees-Appointment; acting clerk.  
 

There shall be a clerk of committees appointed by the city council annually in the month of 
April by a majority vote of the city council, who shall perform such duties as in this division are 
prescribed. In the absence of the clerk of committees, or vacancy in that office, the assistant 
clerk of committees shall discharge the duties of said office unit such time as the appointment of 
a successor.   
(Code 1963,  § 2-201; Ord. of 5-24-79,  § 1)   
 
Sec. 2-61. Same-General duties.   
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(a)  The clerk of committees shall serve notices of all regular and special meetings of the city 
council.   
 

(b)  The clerk of committees shall be the clerk of all committees, standing or special, 
including committees and quasi-committees of the whole of the city council.   
 

(c) The clerk of committees shall make proper records, in books provided by the city, and 
kept for that purpose, of all proceedings and transactions of said committees; shall 
have the care and custody of all books and papers belonging to said committees; shall 
cause notice of meetings to be served upon the members of all committees as 
requested so to do by the mayor, chairperson or a majority of the members of such 
committee.   

(d) The Clerk of Committees shall be responsible for the appointment of the assistant 
clerk of committees and the hiring of the any other position under the Clerk of 
Committees. (Code 1963,  § 2-202; Ord. of 7-29-07, § 1)   

 
Sec. 2-62. Same-Responsibility for mayor's inaugural address.   

 
The clerk of committees shall be responsible for the printing of the mayor's inaugural 

address, and shall furnish the mayor with such number of copies thereof for distribution as the 
mayor may require. The cost shall be paid from the account of the city council.   
(Code 1963,  § 2-204)   
 
Sec. 2-63. Calling meetings.  
 

Meetings of committees may be called by the chairperson, the mayor or a majority of the 
committee, but no committee shall sit during any meeting of the city council without special 
leave.    
(Code 1963,  § 2-110)   
 
Sec. 2-64. Duties of committee on Ordinances.  
 

The Committee shall investigate, study and hold the necessary hearings on all matters 
referred to it by the City Council relative to proposals to amend the Code of Ordinances.  The 
Committee shall file its recommendations with the City Council and also the proper form of 
ordinance to carry out its proposals for submission to the City Council.   
(Code 1963,  § 2-112, Ord. of 4-9-04, § 4)  

Cross Reference-City auditor,  § 10-4 et seq.  
 
Sec. 2-65. Duties of committee on city property.   
 
(a) Custody generally: The committee on city property shall have the custody of all surplus real 
and personal property.  The committee may, in accordance with the provisions of Massachusetts 
General Laws Chapter 30B, sell, rent or acquire any such property. 
 
 (b) Procedures for selling or renting real property or any interest therein: Whenever the 
committee on city property shall determine to sell or rent real property or any interest therein 
owned by the city, it shall proceed in the following way: 
 

     (1) At least seven (7) days prior to the vote to sell or rent the committee shall notify the 
head of each city department of the proposed sale or rental.  Prior to voting on any 
such sale or rental the committee shall hear all interested parties with regard to 
whether such real property is needed for municipal purposes.  If, after such hearing, 
the committee determines that the property in question is not needed for municipal 
purposes, it shall then vote as to whether or not it shall offer the property for sale or 
rental. 
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(2) After a vote to sell or rent such real property or interest therein, the committee 

chairperson shall commission a real estate broker licensed under the provisions of 
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 112, section 87PP, to submit a sealed 
appraisal of the fair market value of the real property or the fair rental value as the 
case may be, in question within fourteen (14) days of the date of such commission.  
The choice of a broker shall be made on a rotating basis from a list maintained by 
the committee of licensed brokers residing or doing business in the city who have 
requested to be placed on said list.  The manner in which the list shall be maintained 
and the method and amount of compensation of the brokers shall be determined by 
regulations adopted by the committee.  If the fair market value of the real estate or 
the fair market value of the rental does not exceed the value contained in M.G.L.  c. 
30B, § 16(c)(2), then it shall not be mandatory to solicit proposals under this 
section. 

 
(3) After the committee has made a determination as to whether or not it shall proceed 

to sell or rent real property or any interest therein, then the committee chairman 
shall sell or rent such property by soliciting proposals in accordance with the 
applicable provisions of M.G.L. c. 30B, § 16, as amended, where applicable.  The 
committee chairperson shall schedule a meeting for the purpose of receiving 
proposals upon the property in question at the time and place designated in the 
advertisement which shall not be later than one hundred twenty (120) days from the 
date upon which the committee has voted to sell or rent. 

 
(4) A minimum two-thirds vote of all of the members of the city council shall be 

necessary to approve sale or rental of such real property. 
 

(c) Procedures for acquisition or rental of real property. 
 

(1) Whenever the committee on city property shall determine by a two thirds vote of all 
of the members of the committee on city property to acquire by purchase or rental 
real property or any interest therein it shall do so only in accordance with the 
provisions of M.G.L. c. 30B, § 16, as amended, where applicable. 

 
(2) After a minimum two-thirds vote of all the members of the committee on city 

property to acquire by purchase or rental such real property or any interest therein, 
the committee chairperson shall commission a real estate broker licensed under the 
provisions of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 112, section 87PP, to submit a 
sealed appraisal of the fair market value of the real property or the fair rental value 
as the case may be, in question within fourteen (14) days of the date of such 
commission.  The choice of a broker shall be made on a rotating basis from a list 
maintained by the committee of licensed brokers residing in the city who have 
requested to be placed on said list.  The manner in which the list shall be maintained 
and the method and amount of compensation of the brokers shall be determined by 
regulations adopted by the committee.  If the fair market value of the real estate or 
the fair market value of the rental does not exceed the value contained in M.G.L.  c. 
30B, § 16(c)(2), then it shall not be mandatory to solicit proposals under this 
section. 

 
(3) After the committee has made a determination as to whether or not it shall proceed 

to sell or rent real property or any interest therein, then the committee chairman 
shall sell or rent such property in accordance with the applicable provisions of M.G.L. 
c. 30B, § 16, as amended.  The committee chairperson shall schedule a meeting for 
the purpose of receiving bids upon the property in question at the time and place 
designated in the advertisement which shall not be later than one hundred twenty 
(120) days from the date upon which the committee has voted to sell or rent. 

 
(4) A two-thirds vote of all of the members of the city council shall be necessary to 

approve acquisition or rental of such real property. 
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(d) Procedures for disposal of certain personal property:  
 

(1) The city council shall dispose of surplus property which has resale or salvage value 
which is equal to or exceeds the dollar amount provided at M.G.L. c. 30B, § 15(f) 
only in accordance with the terms of M.G.L. c. 30B, § 15, as amended. 

 
(2) The committee shall sell said property through competitive sealed bids, public 

auctions or established markets, the time and place of the auction to be advertised 
in a local newspaper in conformity with section 10-63(c) of the Code.  As a condition 
precedent to the commencement of any public auction, transfer or sale, the 
committee shall hear all interested parties with regard to the question of whether 
any property to be auctioned, transferred or sold is needed for municipal purposes, 
and shall vote that such surplus personal property is not needed for municipal 
purposes. 

 
(3) Notwithstanding the provisions above mentioned in regard to public auction, if a 

number of similar items are declared surplus personal property, the committee, at 
its discretion, may dispose of said property by direct sale to the public at established 
market prices; provided, however, the same procedures regarding advertisement, 
hearings and vote as for public auctions, are followed.  The time, place and manner 
for holding such transfer auction or sale shall be determined by the committee. 

 
(4) If the committee rejects the bid of the highest responsive bidder, the committee 

may: 
 

(i) Negotiate a sale of such supply so long as the negotiated price is higher than 
the bid price; or 

 
(ii) Resolicit bids. 

 
(5) The purchasing agent or delegated procurement officer under section 10-54 may be 

authorized to trade in a supply listed for trade-in in the invitation for bids or request 
for proposals. 

 
(6) For personal property with an estimated net value of less than five thousand dollars 

($5000.00), the purchasing agent shall dispose of such property using written 
procedures approved by the city council and mayor. 

 
(7) Notwithstanding any other requirement of this section, the city council may, by 

majority vote, unless otherwise prohibited by law, dispose of a tangible supply or 
personal property no longer useful to the city but having resale or salvage value, at 
less than the fair market value to a charitable organization which has received a tax 
exemption from the United States by reason of its charitable nature. 

 
(e) The committee on city property shall investigate and report its recommendations to 

the city council on all matters referred to it relating to request for streets, sewers, 
the proper maintenance thereof, and such other pertinent or allied subjects. It shall 
have authority to determine, without need to report to the city council, the location 
of lights and the form thereof and shall see that all contracts for street lighting in 
which the City is a party are properly performed.  The assistant wire inspector shall 
act in an advisory capacity to the committee on matters relative to streetlights.  The 
committee shall review all petitions for the installation of sidewalks or sewer service 
under the betterment law and all related matters. 

 
(f) The committee on city property shall compile and maintain an inventory of all 

objects of historical value owned by or in the custody of the City or any department 
thereof.  It shall be the custodian of all papers, documents, antiques, works of art, 
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and their memorabilia of historical value hereafter acquired by the city by gift, 
purchase, grant, devise, or agreement pertaining to personal property and shall 
manage the same.  

  
(Code 1963,  § 2-113; Ord. of 3-23-67; Ord. of 2-8-73; Ord. of 3-14-74,  § 1; Ord. of 4-10-80,  
§ 1; Ord. of 7-18-91,  § 1; Ord. of 6-9-94,  § 1; Ord. of 4-25-96,  § 1; Ord. of 1-8-98,  § 1, Ord. 
of 4-9-04, § 5; Ord. of 10-16-06, § 1)  

Cross Reference-Reporting of surplus property by purchasing agent,  § 10-54 (3).  
State Law Reference-City property custodian, M.G.L.A. c. 60,  § 778.   

 
Sec. 2-65.1. Sales of city property-Pine Grove Cemetery West to the Greater New                        
Bedford Regional Vocational Technical High School District.  
 

Notwithstanding any other ordinance to the contrary, the city council is hereby authorized to 
sell, at private sale, at a negotiated price, upon such terms, conditions, or restrictions and  
in such a manner as the city council shall determine, to the Greater New Bedford Regional 
Vocational Technical High School District, the real estate known as "Pine Grove Cemetery West" 
and any other real estate owned by the City of New Bedford adjacent thereto upon a two-thirds 
vote of the city council.  (Ord. of 9-13-73,  § 1)  
 
Sec. 2-65.2. Same-Municipal Parking Lot to the Southeastern Regional Transit      
Authority.  
 

Notwithstanding any other ordinance to the contrary, the city council of the City of New 
Bedford, upon a two-thirds vote, is hereby authorized to sell or transfer, in a private sale or 
agreement, for a negotiated price or value, upon such terms, conditions or restrictions and in 
such a manner as the city council shall determine, to the Southeastern Regional Transit Authority, 
the real estate known as the "Municipal Parking Lot" bounded and described as follows:  

 
Beginning at a point in the easterly line of Sixth Street distant northerly therein one 

hundred thirty-three and 13/100  (133.13) feet from the northerly line of William Street; 
thence N 7° 30' 00" E in said easterly line of Sixth Street a distance of one hundred sixty-
two and 71/100  (162.71) feet to a point in the southerly line of Elm Street; thence S 81° 
54'40" E in said southerly line of Elm Street a distance of one hundred ninety-two and 
51/200  (192.52) feet to a point in the westerly line of Pleasant Street; thence S 8° 33' 
30" W in said westerly line of Pleasant Street a distance of one hundred sixty-two and 
03/100  (162.03) feet to a point; thence N 82° 06' 58" W a distance of one hundred 
eighty-nine and 51/100  (189.51) feet to the point of beginning, containing 30,979 square 
feet more or less.   

( Ord. of 10-22-81,  § 1)   
 
Sec. 2-65.3. Same-Former Spanish War Veterans Building at 19 Willis Street to the 

Massachusetts Department of the Disabled American Veterans.  
 

Notwithstanding any other ordinance to the contrary, and pursuant to Chapter 443 of the 
Acts of 1986, the city council of the City of New Bedford, upon a two-thirds vote, is hereby 
authorized to sell, in a private sale or agreement, for the sum of one dollar  ($1.00), to the 
Massachusetts Department of the Disabled American Veterans, Dr. Clarence E. Burt's Chapter 7, 
the real estate known as the former Spanish War Veterans Building, Located at 19 Willis Street in 
the City of New Bedford, shown as Lot 10 on Assessors' Plat 66, dated 1986, subject to the 
restriction that said land be used only for or in connection with a Disabled American Veterans 
Memorial Hall and that said land shall revert to said city if used for any other purpose.  
(Ord. of 1-8-87,  § 1)   
 
Sec. 2-65.4. Same “Old S.M.U." to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts for educational 

purposes only.  
 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
Notwithstanding any other ordinance to the contrary, the city council of the City of New 

Bedford is hereby authorized to sell or transfer, in a private sale or agreement, for one dollar  
($1.00), upon such terms, conditions or restrictions and in such a manner as the city council shall 
determine, to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts by its Division of Capital Planning and 
Operations, on behalf of the Board of Regents of Higher Education representing Southeastern 
Massachusetts University, the real estate located on the east and west sides of Purchase Street in 
New Bedford, comprising those buildings known as, the "Old S.M.U.," more specifically described 
as Plat 66, Lot 66 and Lot 89 on the New Bedford Assessors' plans, upon a majority vote of the 
city council.   
(Ord. of 10-27-88,  § 1)   
 
Sec. 2-66. Duties of committee on finance Generally.   
 

(a)  The Committee on Finance shall consider and report on the advisability of all Orders, 
Ordinances, recommendations and matters involving the expenditure of municipal funds which 
are referred to it by the City Council.  The foregoing shall include Orders for loans, transfers of 
financial nature and salaries and wages.  Committee shall have access to all books, vouchers and 
records of the City in the possession of the City Treasurer, City Auditor and any other municipal 
department, directly or indirectly involved in the financial matter under consideration.   
 

(b)  The Committee on Finances shall direct the negotiation of all loans authorized by the 
City Council.   
 

(c)  The Committee on Finance shall review tax increment financing agreements, the 
collection of property taxes, review the classification and revaluation of real estate and review 
state and federal programs. 
 

(d)  The Committee on Finance may before the 15th day of each month examine all 
accounts and claims then submitted for payment.  The Committee may, by majority vote, 
authorize the chair to appoint a sub-committee of 3 members to perform the examination.  Said 
subcommittee, if appointed, shall make report of any examination to the full committee and shall 
make note of any discovery of any violations of any statute or ordinance in said report. 
(Code 1963,  § 2-114; Ord. of 4-10-86,  § 1 (3), Ord. of 4-9-04, § 4)  

Cross Reference-Access to city treasurer's books and vouchers,  § 10-9.   
 
Sec. 2-67. Same-Audit of accounts of certain officers.  

 
The committee on finance shall, at the close of each financial year, and at such other times 

as it deems expedient, cause the accounts of the treasurer and collector and auditor to be 
examined and audited and, for this purpose, shall have access to all books and vouchers of the 
city, shall compare the accounts with the vouchers to ascertain whether all money due the city 
has been collected and accounted for, and examine all notes and securities in the treasurer's 
hands. The committee on finance shall have authority to employ an auditor and assistants to 
make the audit as herein provided, and the charge for the same shall be paid by the city.   
(Code 1963,  § 4-107)  

Cross Reference City auditor,  § 10-4.  
State Law Reference-Audit of accounts, M.G.L.A. c. 44,  § 35 et seq.   

 
Sec. 2-68. Duties of the Committee on Public Safety and Neighborhoods.   
 

The Committee shall investigate and study all matters referred to it by the City Council relative 
to the safety to the life of the people in the City and property located therein; youth programs 
and activities; and concerns of neighborhoods and neighborhood organizations.  
( Ord. of 4-10-86,  § 1(4), Ord. of 4-9-04, § 4)  
 

Editor's Note-Section 1(4) of an ordinance adopted April 10, 1986, deleted former  § 2-68, 
relative to the duties of the committee on historical objects and tourism, and enacted in lieu 
thereof a new  § 2-68 to read as herein set out. The provisions of former  § 2-68 derived from 
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Code 1963,  § 2-119A; an ordinance adopted Feb. 25, 1965; and an ordinance adopted March 8, 
1973.  

Cross Reference-Historical commission,  § 2-150 et seq.  
State Law Reference-Historical commissions, M.G.L.A. c. 40,  § 8D, c. 40C.   

 
Sec. 2-69. Duties of committee on Labor and Industry.  
 

(a). The Committee on Labor and Industry shall investigate and study all matters 
referred to it by the City Council relative to commerce, labor, industry including, tourism, fishing 
and shellfish.  The Committee shall also study all matter involving comprehensive transportation 
plans and issues as they may relate to the economic health of the City. 
 

(b). The Committee on Labor and Industry shall perform such duties prescribed by law 
and ordinance to the former Committee on Shellfish and Fishing Industry.  The Committee shall 
investigate all matters concerning fish auctions and public weighers of fish.  It shall explore and 
evaluate all matters to maintain, protect and improve the fishing industry in the City. 
 

(c). The Committee on Labor and Industry shall investigate all matters relative to 
planning, growth, production, preservation, permitting and taking of shellfish within the waters of 
the City.  It shall recommend to the City Council, whenever necessary, ordinances, rules and 
regulations tending to promote stimulate and advance the preservation as well as the taking of 
shellfish. 
( Ord. of 4-10-86,  § 1(5), Ord. of 4-9-04, §§ 2 & 4) 

Editor's Note-Section 1(5) of an ordinance adopted April 10, 1986, deleted former  § 2-
69, relative to the duties of the committee on fishing industry, and enacted a new  § 2-69 to read 
as herein set out. The provisions of former  § 2-69 did not contain history notation.   
 
Sec. 2-70. Duties of the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Elderly, Health and Housing 
and Disability Issues.  
 

The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Elderly, Health and Housing shall investigate and 
study all matters referred to it by the City Council relating to the matters pertaining to veterans in 
the City.  The Committee shall also investigate and study the matters referred to it by the City 
Council relative to the elderly; shelter and housing for City residents; and health, including but 
not limited to solid waste disposal, hazardous waste, water supply, obnoxious odors, rodent 
infestation. 

 
The Chairperson may call a meeting to hear a matter of public health emergency requiring 

immediate investigation that has not been referred to it by the City Council.   
(Code 1963,  § 2-115, Ord. of 4-9-04, §§ 2 & 4)   
 
Sec. 2-71. Duties of the committee on appointments and briefings.  
 

The president of the city council shall serve as chairman. It shall review all appointments 
and reappointments to all city boards, commissions, councils, departments and constables. The 
Committee on Appointments and Briefings shall hold briefings in an informal session on matters 
to assist the council in gathering information and data. It shall hold briefings on subject matters 
not specifically referred to it by the city council, as determined by the chairman, in order to 
facilitate the dissemination of information to the city council.   
(Ord. of 4-10-86,  § 1 (6); Ord. of 3-12-92,  § 1, Ord. of 4-9-04, § 6)  

Editor's Note-Section 1 (6) of an ordinance adopted April 10, 1986, deleted former   
§ 2-71, relative to the duties of the committee on shellfish and enacted a new § 2-71 to read as 
herein set out. The provisions of former § 2-71 derived from Code 1963, § 2-116.   
 
Sec. 2-72. Duties of the Committee on Internal Affairs.  
 

The Committee on Internal Affairs shall investigate and study all matters referred to it by 
the City Council relative to the internal operation of the City Council, City Departments, 
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Commissions, Board, Council and Agencies including, but not limited to review of the City Code, 
redivision of the City into wards, ethics, affirmative action plan City Council Rules of Order and 
Committees, consolidation of City Departments and offices, review of local fees and charges, 
rescission of locally accepted meetings and pension plans.   
( Ord. of 4-10-86,  § 1 (7); Ord. of 9-12-91,  § 1, Ord. of 4-9-04, §§ 2 & 4)  

Editor's Note-Section 1 (7) of an ordinance adopted April 10, 1986, deleted former  § 2-
72, relative to the duties of the committee on sidewalk betterments and enacted a new  § 2-72 to 
read as herein set out. The provisions of former  § 2-72 derived from Code 1963,  § 2-118.  

State Law Reference-Betterments law, M.G.L.A. c. 80 et seq.   
 
 
Secs. 2-73 - 2-79. Reserved.   
 

 
 
 
 

ARTICLE IV CITY SOLICITOR* 
 
Sec. 2-80. Appointment.  
 

The city solicitor shall be appointed and may be removed by the mayor, without 
confirmation by the city council.   
(Code 1963,  § 1-201)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 43,  § 60.   
 
Sec. 2-81. Qualifications.  
 

The city solicitor shall be an attorney and counselor-at-law of the courts of the Common-
wealth. The city solicitor shall not hold any other office under the city government.   
(Code 1963,  § 1-202; Ord. of 12-11-69; Ord. of 7-20-78,  § 1)   
 
Sec. 2-82. Assistant city solicitors.  
 

The Mayor may appoint a permanent full-time Assistant City Solicitor who must be 
licensed to practice law in the Courts of the Commonwealth and must be a resident of the City.  
The permanent full-time Assistant City Solicitor shall devote a full business day to the duties of 
the Office of the City Solicitor as described below.  The permanent full-time Assistant City 
Solicitor shall have the title, “First Assistant City Solicitor” and shall be responsible for overseeing 
the daily operations of the Law Department, subject to the direction and control of the City 
Solicitor. (Ord. of 11-12-04, § 1) 
 

In addition to the permanent full-time assistant city solicitor, the mayor, subject to 
confirmation by the city council, may appoint three (3) assistant city solicitors, each of whom 
shall hold office until December thirty-first of the year in which appointed. Each assistant city 
solicitor shall be admitted as attorney and counselor-at-law of the courts of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts and they shall not hold any other office under city government.  

 
The mayor shall fix the compensation for the permanent full-time and other assistant city 

solicitors, subject to the approval of the city council. The mayor may enter into a contract with 
the full-time assistant city solicitor. Said contract will be subject to the approval of the city 
council.  

The full-time assistant city solicitor and other assistant city solicitors shall be subject to 
the direction and control of the city solicitor. The assistant city solicitors shall assist the city 
solicitor and perform such duties as the solicitor may require in the conduct of such office; and, 
                                                 
* Cross reference – Office of legislative counsel, § 2-47. 
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during the absence or disability of the city solicitor or when requested by the city solicitor to do 
so, the full-time assistant city solicitor shall perform the duties of the city solicitor.  

 
The assistant city solicitors, as appointed by the mayor, shall be designated second and 

third [and fourth].   
(Code 1963,  § 1-207; Ord. of 11-14-68; Ord. of 12-11-69; Ord. of 7-20-78,  § 2; Ord. of 1-12-
89,  § 1; Ord. of 4-22-93,  § 1; Ord. of 6-9-94,  § 1; Ord. of 2-12-98,  § 2)  

Annotations-See: O'Reily v Town of Scituate, 328 Mass. 154  (1951); Howes v. Town of 
Essex, 329 Mass. 381  (1952); Lavelle v. City of Beverly, 330 Mass. 72  (1952); as to absence of 
authority for a city department to hire counsel.  
 
 
 
Sec. 2-83. Assistance to law department.  
 

Whenever, in the opinion of the mayor, such an emergency arises as to require that 
additional assistance should be furnished in the law department, the mayor may provide such 
assistance for the time being as such mayor may deem expedient and the bill for such assistance 
shall be certified and approved by the mayor.   
(Code 1963,  § 1-210)   
 
Sec. 2-84. Duties-Legal instruments.  
 

It shall be the duty of the city solicitor to examine or cause to be examined, all titles to 
property, to draft or approve in writing all deeds, obligations, contracts, bonds, leases, 
conveyances, agreements and other legal instruments, of whatever nature, which may be 
required by any ordinance or order of the city council, or by any board or officer to which the city 
or its agents may be a party, and the drawing of which by law, usage or agreement is to be at the 
expense of the city. All orders for the laying out, discontinuance, change or improvement of 
streets, for the taking of lands for any municipal purpose whatsoever, for the assessment of 
betterments, and all other forms of assessment, shall be drawn by the city solicitor or under the 
city solicitor's direction or approval.   
(Code 1963,  § 1-203)  

Cross Reference-Supervision of Code supplements and revisions,  § 1-8.   
 
Sec. 2-85. Same-Trial work and opinions.  
 

It shall be the duty of the city solicitor to commence and prosecute all actions and other 
legal proceedings and suits begun by the city, and to defend all actions and suits brought against 
the city in any court or other tribunal of this Commonwealth, or of the United States; also to 
appear as counsel in any other action, suit or prosecution which may involve the rights and 
interests of the city, and to defend any of the officers of the city in suits and prosecutions against 
them for any official action, or the performance of any official duty, when any right, privilege, 
ordinance, act or direction of the city council may be brought in question. The city solicitor shall 
also appear as counsel before the legislature of the Commonwealth, or any committee thereof, 
whenever the interest and the welfare of the city may be directly or incidentally affected. The city 
solicitor shall, when requested, furnish the mayor, the city council or any member thereof, any 
committee of the city government or any board or officer of the city, who may need the same in 
the discharge of official duty, such solicitor's legal opinion upon any subject touching the duties of 
their respective offices; but whenever the opinion is required to be in writing, the question 
submitted for the solicitor's consideration shall also be stated in writing.   
(Code 1963,  § 1-204)  

State Law Reference-Right to opinion, M.G.L.A. c. 268A,  § 22.   
 
Sec. 2-86. Same-Investigation and disposition of legal claims.  
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The city solicitor shall investigate all claims made against the city and shall administer the 

same in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 258, or other applicable provisions 
of law.   
(Code 1963,  § 1-205)  

Cross Reference-Giving notice of claim against city,  § 2-116.  
 
Sec. 2-87. Same-Reports.  
 

The city solicitor shall, annually, make a report to the city council of the business of the 
office during the preceding year, stating the suits pending in favor of or against the city at the 
time said report is made, with a brief description of each, and the solicitor shall deliver to the 
successor in office all papers, records of suits, documents, or other information such solicitor may 
have relative to any claims for or against the city.   
(Code 1963,  § 1-208)   
 
Sec. 2-88. Not to act for public service corporation.  
 

The city solicitor shall not act as counsel or attorney for any public service corporation 
doing business in the city.   
(Code 1963,  § 1-206)   
 
Sec. 2-89. Reserved.   
 

ARTICLE V. CITY CLERK* 
 
Sec. 2-90. Bond.  
 

The city clerk shall, within ten  (10) days after certification to said office and thereafter at 
intervals of not more than one year, so long as such person continues to hold said office, give 
bond to the city for the faithful performance of the duties of the office. Said bond shall also 
provide that the clerk shall faithfully account for all fees received for licenses and duplicates 
therefore for which the clerk is required by law to account, and for the payment over in 
accordance with law of all such fees, less such sums, if any, as the clerk is allowed by law to 
retain therefrom.   
(Code 1963,  § 2-301)  

Cross References-Filing with treasurer, § 10-2; as custodian of treasurer's bond,  § 10-2.  
State Law Reference-Bond required, M.G.L.A. c. 41,  § 13A.   

  
Sec. 2-91. Duties in general.  

 
The city clerk shall have such powers and perform such duties as the city council may 

prescribe in addition to such duties as may be prescribed by law. The city clerk shall be the clerk 
of the city council, and shall keep the records of the meetings of the council.   
(Code 1963,  § 2-303)  

Cross References-Certification of appropriation orders, and other duties,  § 10-14 et 
seq.; granting of licenses,  § 15-1 et seq.  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 43,  § 18 (3).  
 

Sec. 2-92. Salary as fixed.  
 

The city clerk shall receive such compensation as the city council shall determine.   
(Code 1963,  § 2-304)  
                                                 
* Editor’s note – Section 2-301 of the 1963 Code of Ordinances provided as follows: “At the 
municipal election held on the thirteenth day of November, 1945, it was voted to place the office 
of city clerk within the classified civil service.” 
  Cross references – Clerk of committees, § 2-60; clerk of board of survey, § 22-31; license 
issuing authority, § 15-1. 
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State Law Reference-Compensation as clerk of council, M.G.L.A. c. 41,  § 19F; said 

section was accepted by the city.   
 
Sec. 2-93. Assistant city clerk.  
 

There shall be an assistant city clerk, appointed by the city clerk, under civil service rules 
and regulations, who shall perform such duties as said city clerk shall prescribe. In the absence of 
the city clerk, or vacancy in that office, the assistant city clerk shall discharge the duties of city 
clerk in all matters except those of clerk of the city council and clerk of the board of survey. The 
certificate of attestation of the assistant city clerk shall have the same effect as that of the city 
clerk, with the same exceptions.   
(Code 1963,  § 2-310; Ord. of 10-8-70)  

Cross Reference-Assistant clerk of council,  § 2-48.  
State Law Reference-Authority to establish office, M.G.L.A. c. 41,  § 18.  
 

Secs. 2-94-2-99. Reserved.   
 

ARTICLE VI. CITY TREASURER AND COLLECTOR OF TAXES 
 
Sec. 2-100. Appointment.  
 

Annually in the month of April, the mayor shall appoint, subject to confirmation by the city 
council, a city treasurer and collector of taxes, who shall also be the collector of accounts.   
( Code 1963,  § 3-201)  

State Law References-Treasurer and collector, M.G.L.A. c. 41, § 35 et seq.; positions in 
the department made subject to the civil service law by Ch. 176, Acts 1965.   
 
Sec. 2-101. Bond. 
 

The city treasurer shall give bonds annually for the faithful performance of the duties as 
treasurer and as collector of taxes in a form approved by the commissioner of revenue and in 
such sum, not less than the amount established by the said commissioner, as shall be fixed by 
the mayor and city council, and if the treasurer fails to give such bond within ten  (10) days after 
such person's confirmation, the mayor and city council may declare the office vacant.   
( Code 1963,  § 3-202)  

Annotation-See McGah v. Quigley, 303 Mass. 598 (1939); 22 N.E. 2d 192.  
State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 41,  § 35.   

 
Sec. 2-102. Duties in general.  
 

The city treasurer shall have charge of the treasury and collecting departments, and the 
books, documents, and papers thereof. The city treasurer shall receive, receipt for, and have the 
care and custody of all real property acquired through tax title proceedings, of the current  
funds of the city, and of all moneys, property and securities which may be in such officer's charge 
by virtue of any statute or ordinance. The city treasurer shall negotiate all loans authorized by the 
committee on finance, and all bonds, notes and certificates of indebtedness for such loans shall 
be signed by such officer and countersigned by the mayor. The city treasurer shall collect all 
accounts due the city.   
( Code 1963,  § 3-203; Ord. of 4-25-96,  § 1)   
 
Sec. 2-103. General powers and liabilities.  
 

Officers of the city shall have the power and be subject to the liabilities of the 
corresponding town officers under the laws of the commonwealth, if no other provisions are made 
relative to them.   
( Code 1963,  § 3-2701)  

Cross References-As ex officio treasurer of bequests, gifts and trust funds,  § 10-103; 
custodian of official bonds,  § 10-2; collecting accounts,  § 10-13.  
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State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 41,  § 3.   

 
Sec. 2-104. Disposal of foreclosed tax title property. 

 
(a) [Methods.]  The city treasurer shall dispose of foreclosed tax title property through the 

abutter lots program, or through public auctions, to be held on a semiannual basis, or in 
accordance with the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 30B, or through 
transferring to the city property committee those parcels, which are to be maintained by the city 
for municipal purposes and for which the treasurer has received notice. 
 

(b) Definitions. [The following terms, when used in this section, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this subsection:] 
 

Abutter lots program means a program developed to provide an abutting land owner with 
the first opportunity to acquire an abutting parcel foreclosed for tax title.  Regulations for the 
program shall be promulgated and periodically published by the city treasurer. 
 

Decrees of foreclosure means a decree issued by the land court department of the Trial 
Court of Massachusetts, which forever bars all rights of redemption (M.G.L.A. Chapter 60, Section 
69). 
 

Foreclosed tax title property means property for which the city has obtained a decree of 
foreclosure from the Land Court department of the Trial Court of Massachusetts. 

 
Parcel eligible for abutter lots program means a parcel for which a decree of foreclosure has 

been obtained by the treasurer, which contains less than the minimum square footage 
requirement for a buildable lot, is located adjacent to a privately owned building on at least one 
side, is not needed for public open space or other public use, and is not part of a larger vacant 
parcel which will be developed.  Abutter lots may be used only for a garden, side yard, landscaped 
open space, off-street parking, garage, or addition to abutter’s existing structure. 

 
(c) Property eligible for abutter lots program.  The city treasurer shall dispose of foreclosed 

tax title property eligible for the abutter lots program in the following manner: 
 

(1) Within fifteen (15) calendar days from the date the treasurer receives the decree of 
foreclosure, the treasurer shall send a letter notifying the mayor, city council and all 
city departments that the city has foreclosed on a parcel of property.  The letter 
shall specify the approximate square footage and location of the property and shall 
further state that the parcel will be placed into the abutter lots program unless the 
treasurer receives written notification, within thirty (30) days from the date the 
treasurer’s communication appears on the city council agenda, that the mayor, city 
council or city department has a need for the parcel.  Control of all parcels needed 
for a municipal purpose, which are to be maintained in the possession of the city as 
municipal property, shall be turned over to the city property committee. 

 
(2) After the thirty (30) day period has expired, the treasurer shall send a notice to the 

owner of record immediately prior to the acquisition by the city of the title to such 
property.  Such notice shall contain a description of the property to be sold sufficient 
to identify it, shall state that the property has been placed in the abutter lots 
program, and shall state the date, time and place appointed for the sale thereof and 
the terms and conditions of such sale, and shall be sent by certified mail, return 
receipt requested, to the address of such owner, as appearing upon the records of 
the assessors of the city, at least fourteen (14) days before the sale.  The treasurer 
shall also, not less than fourteen (14) days before such sale date, post a similar 
notice in two (2) or more convenient and public places in the city.  The treasurer 
may reject any and all bids at such sale or any adjournment thereof if, in his 
opinion, no bid qualifies under the request for proposal.  After any such sale and 
upon payment by the purchaser to the city of the amount of a bid accepted by the 
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treasurer, the treasurer on behalf of the city, shall execute and deliver any 
instrument necessary to transfer the title of the city to any such property sold under 
this section.  The deed shall contain a covenant, running with the land, limiting 
future use of the property to those uses permitted under the abutter lots program.  
The treasurer shall not execute any deeds for tax title property until the purchaser 
submits to the treasurer a statement signed under the pains and penalties of perjury 
that neither he nor any person who would gain equity in the property as a result of 
such conveyance has ever been convicted of a crime involving the willful and 
malicious setting of a fire or of a crime involving the aiding, counseling or procuring 
of a willful and malicious setting of a fire, or of a crime involving the fraudulent filing 
of a claim of fire insurance; or is delinquent in the payment of real estate taxes to 
the city, or, if delinquent, that a pending application for abatement of such tax, or a 
pending petition before the appellate tax board or the county commissioners has 
been filed in good faith.  If there is more than one grantee of such deed, each 
grantee must file such statement, and no such deed shall be valid unless it contains 
a recitation that the treasurer has received such statement. 

 
(3) All parcels included in the abutter lots program shall be offered for sale to qualified 

abutters, in accordance with the regulations governing the abutter lots program. 
 

(4) All parcels for which a decree of foreclosure has been received by the treasurer 
between January 1 and June 30 shall be auctioned in the following September.  All 
parcels for which a decree of foreclosure has been received by the treasurer 
between July 1 and December 31 shall be auctioned in the following March. 

 
(5) If a parcel has not been disposed of after having been for the first time offered for 

sale through the abutter lots program, it shall then be disposed of in the same 
manner as tax title property which is not eligible for the abutter lots program.  
Notwithstanding the previous sentence, if the parcel has still not been disposed of, it 
may then be offered again through the abutter lots program, or any other method 
for disposition of such parcels contained in these ordinances. 

 
(6) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (b), a lot acquired through the 

abutter’s lots program may be combined with an adjacent lot also acquired through 
the abutter lots program to form a “combined lot.”  Such combined lot shall not be 
subject to the restrictions set forth in the restrictive covenant and may then be 
developed in accordance with the relevant provisions of the city Code of Ordinances, 
provided that the combined lot satisfies then existing zoning, subdivision and 
building requirements without relief from the city code sections regarding front yard, 
side yard, rear yard, floor-to-area ratios, lot size, density, or frontage.  No other 
property may be considered as part of the combined lot in determining whether such 
combined lot satisfies the relevant sections of the city Code. 

 
(d) Property not eligible for abutter lot program.  The city treasurer shall dispose of 

foreclosed tax title property, which is ineligible for the abutter lots program or which previously 
has been submitted for auction one time through the abutter lots program, and which the 
treasurer will not be transferring to the city property committee only in either of the following two 
ways, at the option of the treasurer: 
 

1.  Auction 
 
A. With exception of property which has previously been submitted for auction through the 

abutter lots program, within fifteen (15) calendar days from the date the treasurer 
receives the decree of foreclosure, the treasurer shall send a letter notifying the mayor, 
city council and all city departments that the city has foreclosed on a parcel of property. 
The letter shall specify the approximate square footage and location of the property and 
shall further state that the parcel will be auctioned by the city treasurer unless the 
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treasurer receives written notification, within thirty (30) days of said notice, that the 
mayor, city council or city department has a need for the parcel. 

 
B. The treasurer shall send a notice to the owner of record prior to the auction by the city 

of such property.  Such notice shall contain a description of the property to be sold 
sufficient to identify it; shall state the date, time, and place appointed for the sale 
thereof and the terms and conditions of such sale; and shall be sent by registered mail 
to the address of such owner as appearing upon the records of the assessors of the city, 
at least fourteen (14) days before the auction date. 

 
C. In addition to the notice provisions of subsection (B) above, the treasurer shall also, not 

less than fourteen (14) days before such appointed date, post a notice of all property to 
be auctioned, in two (2) or more convenient and public places in the city, as well as in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the city. 

 
D. The treasurer may reject any and all bids at such sale or any adjournment thereof if, in 

his opinion, no bid is made which approximates the fair market value of the property. 
 

E. After any such sale and upon payment by the purchaser to the city of the amount of a 
bid accepted by the treasurer, the treasurer, on behalf of the city, shall execute and 
deliver any instrument necessary to transfer the title of the city to any such property 
sold under this section.  The treasurer shall not execute any deeds for tax title property 
until the purchaser submits to the treasurer a statement signed under the pains and 
penalties of perjury that neither he nor any person who would gain equity in the 
property as a result of such conveyance has ever been convicted of a crime involving 
the willful and malicious setting of a fire or of a crime involving the aiding, counseling or 
procuring of a willful and malicious setting of a fire, or of a crime involving the 
fraudulent filing of a claim of fire insurance; or is delinquent in the payment of real 
estate taxes to the city, or, if delinquent, that a pending application for abatement of 
such tax, or a pending petition before the appellate tax board or the county 
commissioner has been filed in good faith.  If there is more than one grantee of such 
deed, each grantee must file such statement, and no such deed shall be valid unless it 
contains a recitation that the treasurer has received such statement. 

 
F. In the case of parcels to be offered at auction, parcels for which a decree of foreclosure 

has been received b y the treasurer between January 1 and June 30, and all parcels 
remaining from the September abutter lots auction, shall be auctioned in the following 
October.  All parcels for which a decree of foreclosure has been received by the 
treasurer between July 1 and December 31, and all parcels remaining from the March 
abutter lots auction shall be auctioned in the following April.  Properties remaining after 
an auction would be re-advertised for successive auctions or offered under 2-104 (d)(2) 
until sold. 

 
 

2.   Procedures for selling or renting real property or any interest therein - M.G.L. Chapter 
30B 

 
A. The city treasurer may determine to sell or rent real property or any interest therein 

other than under the abutter lots program or at auction and shall do so only in 
accordance with the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 30B. 

 
B. Within fifteen (15) calendar days from the date the treasurer receives the decree of 

foreclosure, the treasurer shall send a letter notifying the mayor, city council and all city 
departments that the city has foreclosed on a parcel of property.  The letter shall 
specify the approximate square footage and location of the property and shall further 
state that the city will solicit proposals for selling or renting such property or any 
interests therein unless the treasurer receives written notification, within thirty (30) 
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days of said notice, that the mayor, city council or city department has a need for the 
parcel. 

 
C. The treasurer shall send a notice to the parcel’s owner of record at the same time as 

there is the first newspaper advertisement inviting the submission of proposals by the 
city.  Such notice shall contain a description of the property to be sold sufficient to 
identify it, and shall specify the geographical area, terms and requirements of the 
proposed transaction and the time and place for the submission of proposals. 

 
D. The city treasurer shall sell or rent such property by soliciting proposals in accordance 

with the applicable provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 30B, § 16, as amended and the 
purchasing agent as the city’s chief procurement officer shall be responsible for 
compliance with the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 30B. 

 
E. The purchasing agent, as chief procurement officer, may pursuant to the provisions of 

M.G.L. Chapter 30B, § 9 cancel an invitation for bids and request for proposals or may 
reject in whole or in part any and all bids or proposals when the purchasing agent 
determines that cancellation or rejection serves the best interests of the city. 

 
F. After any such sale and upon payment by the purchaser to the city of the amount of a 

bid accepted by the city, the treasurer, on behalf of the city, shall execute and deliver 
any instrument necessary to transfer the title of the city to any such property sold 
under this section.  The treasurer shall not execute any deeds or leases for tax title 
property until the purchaser submits to the treasurer a statement signed under the 
pains and penalties of perjury that neither he nor any person who would gain equity or 
any interests in the property as a result of such conveyance or lease has ever been 
convicted of a crime involving the willful and malicious setting of a fire or of a crime 
involving the aiding, counseling or procuring of a willful and malicious setting of a fire, 
or of a crime involving the fraudulent filing of a claim of fire insurance; or is delinquent 
in the payment of real estate taxes to the city, or, if delinquent, that a pending 
application for abatement of such tax, or a pending petition before the appellate tax 
board or the county commissioner has been filed in good faith.  If there is more than 
one grantee of such deed or lessee of such lease, each grantee and lessee must file 
such statement, and no such deed or lease shall be valid unless it contains a recitation 
that the treasurer has received such statement. (Ord. of 4-25-96,  § 2; Ord. of 10-16-
06, § 1)   

  
Section 2-105. Municipal Tax Repayment Agreements. 
 

a.  Authority.  This section is adopted pursuant to the authority of Chapter 60, Section 62A 
of the General Laws, as amended, which authorizes municipalities to enact ordinances to 
authorize payment agreements between the City Treasurer/Collector and persons entitled to 
redeem parcels in tax title. 
 

b. Purpose and Intent. The purpose and intent of this section is to foster the collection of 
unpaid taxes and assessments, promote residential stability and community reinvestment. The 
City finds and determines that such a program will mitigate the social cost and consequences of 
property seizures and will help delinquent taxpayers meet their obligations to the city while 
avoiding the legal expenses and time delays of taking the property to land court. During the term 
of any municipal tax repayment agreement the treasurer/collector may not bring an action to 
foreclose the tax title account unless the taxpayers fails to comply with the terms and conditions 
of the municipal tax repayment agreement. The forgiveness contained herein shall not be used in 
addition to any other forgiveness or deferral authorized by law.  
 

c. Definitions. For the purpose of this section, the following definitions shall be applicable.  
 

1. "Commercial taxpayer" means the owner of record of an industrial or commercial use 
property or rental property of greater than three (3) rental units.  
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2. "Residential taxpayer" means the owner of record of an residential property containing 
less than 4 units.  
 

3. "Tax Repayment Agreement” means a payment agreement between the Treasurer and 
the persons entitled to redeem parcels in tax title which tax title parcel(s) is (are) the subject of 
the agreement and which provides for payment in full, and includes residential tax repayment 
agreements and commercial tax repayment agreements.  

 
4.  All agreements under this section shall be in writing, signed by the taxpayer and the 

Treasurer, and shall include the amount due upon execution of the agreement and a schedule of 
remaining payments. 
 

d. Residential Tax Repayment Agreements. 
  
1. Delinquent residential taxpayers may enter into a Residential Tax Repayment 

Agreement and, upon execution of such agreement with the City Treasurer/Collector, shall make 
a minimum payment of twenty-five percent (25%) of the total amount necessary to redeem the 
parcel from tax title. 

  
2. The term of a Residential Tax Repayment Agreement shall not exceed three (3) years 

for residential taxpayers. During the term of the Residential Tax Repayment Agreement the 
taxpayer shall make timely payments in accordance with a written payment schedule and must 
remain current on all other amounts due the City (that are a lien on the same parcel or parcels).  
 
 e.  Commercial Tax Repayment Agreements 
 

1. Delinquent commercial taxpayers may enter into a Commercial Tax Repayment 
Agreement and, upon execution of such agreement with the City Treasurer/Collector, shall make 
a minimum payment of twenty-five percent (25%) of the total amount necessary to redeem the 
parcel from tax title. 

  
2. The term of a Commercial Tax Repayment agreement shall not exceed two (2) years 

for Commercial taxpayers. During the term of the Commercial Tax Repayment Agreement, the 
taxpayer shall make timely payments in accordance with a written payment schedule and shall 
remain current on all other amounts due the City (that are a lien on the same parcel or parcels). 
 

f. Tax Repayment Agreements, Generally 
 

1. Parcels which have been in tax title for at least 3 fiscal years or more but less than 7 
fiscal years shall be granted a 25% waiver of the interest that has accrued on the 
amount of the tax title account; 

 
2. Parcels which have been in tax title for at least 8 fiscal years or more shall be granted 

a 40% waiver of the interest that has accrued on the amount of the tax title account; 
 

3. If the balance of the tax title account exceeds that parcel’s assessed value as 
determined by the Assessor’s office as of the date of the Agreement, then such parcel 
shall be granted a 50% waiver of the interest that has accrued on the amount of the 
tax title account, regardless of the number of years such parcel has been in tax title.  
This waiver cannot reduce the total amount outstanding in the tax title account below 
110% of the parcel’s assessed value as determined by the Assessor’s office.  

 
4. Partial payments or partial payment agreements are not eligible for interest waivers of 

any kind. 
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5. Calculation of the waiver of interest shall be made only after at least 25% of the 

amount needed to redeem that parcel or parcel(s) from tax title is first paid to the 
Treasurer. 

 
6. For so long as such payment agreements are in effect with all payments having been 

made in the amounts and at the times provided by the schedule in said agreement, 
and for so long as the current assessed taxes and other charges are paid when due and 
in full, then the Treasurer shall not bring an action to foreclose the tax title on such 
parcel. 

 
7. Should the taxpayer default by failing to make payments under the agreement as 

provided in the schedule of remaining payments or should charges that are liens on the 
parcel(s) which is the subject of the agreement become delinquent, then the Treasurer 
shall bring an action to foreclose the tax title on such parcel(s) and such agreement 
shall be null and void. 

 
8. Interest waivers shall be granted only if and when the delinquent taxpayer has paid off 

the delinquency in accordance with the terms of the agreement.  Taxes or collection 
costs may not be waived.  (Ord. of 8-22-06, § 1) 

 
Secs. 2-106-2-109. Reserved.   
 

ARTICLE VII. OFFICERS GENERALLY* 
 
Sec. 2-110. Oath; bond.  
 

Every city officer, before entering upon the discharge of the duties of the office, shall be 
sworn to the faithful performance thereof, and shall give such bonds as the city council may from 
time to time require unless otherwise provided by law or ordinance.   
( Code 1963,  § 3-2702)  

State Law Reference-Fidelity bonds, M.G.L.A. c. 41,  § 109A.  
 
Sec. 2-111. Term of office.   
 

(a)  No officer appointed by the mayor, subject to confirmation by the city council, shall 
serve beyond such officer's term of office set by ordinance or law.   
 

(b)  Notwithstanding any ordinance or order to the contrary, no officer or employee whose 
appointment is subject to confirmation by the city council shall serve in an emergency or acting 
capacity, without first being confirmed by the city council in the same manner as in the original 
election or appointment to such office, for the specific term of the emergency. No officer or 
employee shall serve more than sixty (60) calendar days in an emergency appointment during a 
calendar year. Having so served, no officer or employee shall be eligible to serve in any other 
office as an emergency appointment during that calendar year.   
 

(c) No payroll warrant shall be approved by the city auditor in violation of the provisions 
of this section and Code provisions pertaining to emergency appointments or officers serving 
beyond their term of appointment, unless their appointments or  
reappointments have been confirmed in the manner set forth in this section.   
(Code 1963, § 3-2703; Ord. of 10-25-79, § 1)   
 
Sec. 2-112. Resignation.  
 

An officer of the city may resign the office by filing a resignation thereof in the office of the 
city clerk, and such resignation shall be effective forthwith unless a time certain is specified 
                                                 
* Annotation – As to power of council to abolish an office created by ordinance, see Williams v. 
New Bedford, 303 Mass. 213 (1939), 21 N.E. 2d 265. 
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therein when it shall take effect. If a person ceases to be a resident of the city, such person shall 
thereby vacate any city office held by such person; provided however, this shall not apply to 
those officers and employees who are exempt from the residence requirement by law or 
ordinance.   
(Code 1963,  § 3-2705)  

Cross Reference-Filling vacancy in office of councilor,  § 2-45.  
State Law Reference-Resignation, M.G.L.A. c. 41,  § 109.   

 
Sec. 2-113. Filling vacancy.  
 

A vacancy in any office occasioned by death, resignation or otherwise shall, unless specific 
provision is otherwise made, be filled in the manner provided for the original election or 
appointment to such office.   
(Code 1963, § 3-2706)  

State Law Reference-Temporary appointment to fill vacancy, M.G.L.A. c. 41, § 61A.   
 
Sec. 2-114. Fixing compensation.  
 

The city council shall fix the compensation of all officers whose compensation is not otherwise 
established.   
(Code 1963, § 3-2704)   
 
Sec. 2-115. Office space.  
 

The several officers of the city shall occupy such rooms in the municipal building or elsewhere 
as the mayor may designate.   
(Code 1963, § 3-2708)   
 
Sec. 2-116. Officers to give notice of claim against city.  
 

Every officer in charge of a department shall immediately make a report in writing to the 
city solicitor whenever any transaction, act or negligence of the department in such officer's 
charge occurs, which results in, or may occasion the bringing of, a claim against the city.   
(Code 1963, § 3-2707)  

Cross Reference-Disposition of claims, § 2-86.  
 
Secs. 2-117-2-119. Reserved.   
 

ARTICLE VIII. COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT 
 
Sec. 2-120. Established; composition.  
 

There is hereby established within the municipal government a communications 
department, consisting of a director of communications and such employees as the   
mayor and city council may from time to time determine.  
(Code 1963, § 3-3301; Ord. of 9-12-74)   
 
Sec. 2-121. Executive officer-Initial appointment; residence, removal.  
 

The executive officer of the communications department shall be the director of 
communications, who shall be initially appointed by the mayor, subject to confirmation by the city 
council, and who shall qualify by oath before entrance upon the duties of the office. The director 
of communications either shall be a resident of the city at the time of appointment or become 
such a resident of the city not less than ninety  (90) days after qualification for office.   
(Code 1963, § 3-3302; Ord. of 9-12-74)   
 
Sec. 2-122. Same-Qualifications; civil service; compensation as fixed.  
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Any person appointed as a director of communications under this article shall have not less 

than five  (5) years of general experience in the field of communications or electronics. The 
director and all other employees shall hold their respective positions subject to the provisions of 
civil service and shall perform such duties and receive such compensation as may be determined 
by the mayor and city council.   
(Code 1963, § 3-3303; Ord. of 9-12-74)   
 
Sec. 2-123. Same-Duties.  
 
The director of communications shall have the following duties:   
 

(1) From time to time, to make careful studies relative to the possibilities and needs of 
communications equipment; and upon completion of such study, submit a report 
thereon to the mayor and city council, together with such officer's 
recommendations.   

 
(2)  To report annually to the mayor and to the city council before April first each year, 

giving information regarding the condition of communications equipment and any 
plans or proposals for its development or renewal, and estimates of the cost 
thereof, together with a report on the work of such director's office.   

 
(3)  To coordinate adequate telephone service for all city departments and provide all 

two-way radio communications for those departments which require it.   
 

(4)  To assist all departments in improving their communications needs and integrate 
these needs with the needs of the general public into a smooth operating 
communications network.   

 
(5)  To write necessary grants and specifications for all communications equipment and 

keep abreast of modern technology in the communications industry.   
 

(6)  To be responsible for the maintenance of all communications equipment and direct 
its implementation. (Code 1963, § 3-3304; Ord. of 9-12-74)  

 
Secs. 2-124-2-129. Reserved.  

 
ARTICLE IX. COMMISSION ON HUMAN RELATIONS 

 
Sec. 2-130. Membership; vacancies; officers; quorum; rules; appropriations.   
 

(a)  There is hereby established a commission on human relations hereinafter called the 
"commission," which shall consist of nine  (9) members, each of whom shall reside or be 
employed in the city. Commission members shall serve without compensation and shall be 
appointed by the mayor and confirmed by the city council. Of the nine  (9) members originally 
appointed to the commission, three  (3) shall be appointed for a term ending December 31, 1968, 
three  (3) shall be appointed for a term ending December 31, 1969, and three  (3) for a term 
ending December 31, 1970. Thereafter, as the terms of the original appointees expire, their 
successors shall be appointed for three-year terms. In the event of death or resignation of any 
member, a successor shall be appointed to serve the unexpired term by the mayor subject to 
confirmation by the city council.   

 
(b)  The members shall elect a chairperson, vice-chairperson and a secretary.   

 
(c)  A majority of the commission shall constitute a quorum in the exercise of any of the 

commission's powers and duties.   
 

(d)  The commission may adopt such practices, rules and regulations as it deems 
necessary to effectuate the purposes and provisions of this article.   
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(e) The city may appropriate such funds as may be necessary to enable the commission to 

carry out its responsibilities under this article.   
( Code 1963, § 3-2901; Ord. of 10-26-67; Ord. of 1-25-68; Ord. of 7-18-68)   
 
Sec. 2-131. Purpose.  
 

The purpose of the commission shall be:   
 
(1)  To promote mutual understanding and respect among, and encourage and assure 

equality of opportunity for, all people of the city without regard to their race, color, 
religion, creed, sex, sexual orientation or national origin; to conduct such programs 
of education, study, research, investigation and action as will contribute to the 
carrying, out of the provisions of this article; and to cooperate with governmental 
and non-governmental agencies and organizations in the field of intergroup 
relations and equal opportunities; and   

 
(2)  To aid and assist in the enforcement of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 151B 

and Chapter 151C, sections 92A and 98 of Chapter 272, and section 32 of Chapter 
121B.   

(Code 1963, § 3-2902; Ord. of 10-26-67; Ord. of 5-11-72; Ord. of 10-12-95, § 1)   
 
Sec. 2-132. Executive director; appointment, etc.  
 

Annually on April first there shall be appointed an executive director of the commission, by 
the mayor, subject to confirmation by the city council. Said director shall receive such 
compensation and perform such duties as the commission shall prescribe, subject to approval of 
the mayor and city council.   
(Code 1963, § 3-2901A; Ord. of 6-11-70)  
 
Sec. 2-133. Powers and duties.  
 
The powers and duties of the commission shall be as follows:   
 

(1)  It shall assist federal, state and city agencies, private, civic, religious, business, 
industrial, labor and other organizations, groups and persons to achieve 
harmonious intergroup relations in the community as well as to develop and 
establish positive programs which will help all members of the community enjoy 
equality of opportunity in all phases of community life.   

 
(2)  It shall study and investigate individual or community problems of limited 

opportunity, prejudice, discrimination, segregation and disorder and tensions 
occasioned thereby, and shall be empowered to receive written complaints with 
relation thereto.   

 
(3) It may issue reports and publications on its study, research and investigations to 

promote greater understanding of the problems, needs and progress in the field of 
intergroup relations and equal opportunities.   

 
(4) It may enter into cooperative working arrangements with the Massachusetts Com-

mission Against Discrimination and other state, local and federal agencies having 
related responsibilities when such arrangements will aid in carrying out the purpose 
and provisions of this article.   

 
(5)  Through cooperation with the Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination 

and other governmental agencies and officers, and pursuant to this chapter, it may 
assist any person in the city who has been denied full and equal accommodations in 
violation of Massachusetts General Laws, sections 92A and 98 of Chapter 272, 
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section 32 of Chapter 121B, or against whom there has been committed an unfair 
employment or housing practice in violation of Chapter 1518 or Chapter 151C.   

 
(6)  It may appoint staff in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws as it may 

deem necessary to carry out its responsibilities under this article, provided that 
sufficient appropriations have been allocated therefore.   

 
(7)  It may accept outside funds, gifts or bequests, public or private, to help finance its 

activities under this article.   
 

(8)  It may recommend to the mayor and city council legislation or policies which will 
aid in carrying out the purposes of this article.   

 
(9)   It shall submit an annual report to the mayor and city council.   

(Code 1963, § 3-2903; Ord. of 10-26-67; Ord. of 6-11-70)   
 
Sec. 2-134. Cooperation.  
 

All departments, boards, commissions, agencies, bureaus, officers, officials and employees 
of the city shall cooperate with the commission in implementing this article, and the heads thereof 
shall furnish to the commission information in their possession when the commission so requests.  
 

The commission shall attempt by mediation to resolve any complaint over which it has 
jurisdiction and to recommend to the mayor or other appropriate governmental agency, federal, 
state or local, such action as it feels will resolve any such complaint and, in the case of any 
unresolved complaint or in the case of any investigation which would be aided thereby, to hold 
hearings, subpoena witnesses, compel their attendance, administer oaths, and take the testimony 
of any person under oath and in connection therewith to require the production of any evidence 
relating to any matter in question or under investigation before the commission. The powers 
enumerated in this section may be exercised by the majority of the members of the commission 
only. At any hearing before the commission, a witness shall have the right to be advised and 
represented by counsel present during any hearings.  

 
As authorized under Massachusetts General Laws Annotated, Chapter 233, Section 10, the 

commission may make application to a justice of the supreme or the superior court, who may, in 
his discretion, compel the attendance of such witnesses and the giving of testimony before the 
commission, in the same manner and to the same extent as before such courts.   
(Code 1963, § 3-2905; Ord. of 10-26-67; Ord. of 12-18-97, § 1)   
 
Sec. 2-135. Liberal construction of article.  
 

The provisions of this article shall be construed liberally for the accomplishment of the 
purposes thereof.   
(Code 1963, § 3-2904; Ord. of 10-26-67)   
 
Sec. 2-136. Bias crime.   
 

(a)  Definitions: As used in this section, the following terms shall have the meaning given 
in this subsection:   
 

(1) "Of another:" Property is that "of another" if any natural person, corporation, 
partnership, association, governmental subdivision or instrumentality, other than the 
actor, has a possessory or proprietary interest therein.   

 
(2) "Tamper" means to interfere with something improperly, to meddle with it, displace it, 

made unwarranted alterations in its existing condition, or to deprive, temporarily, the 
owner or possessor of that thing.   
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(3) "Deface" means to place on any public or private property any symbol, object, 

characterization, appellation, or graffiti, including, but not limited to a burning cross or 
Nazi swastika.   

 
(4) "Bias crime" means a criminal act or ordinance violation committed as a result of any 

motive or intent relating to, or antipathy, animosity or hostility based upon, the race, 
color, gender, religion, national origin, age, ancestry, sexual orientation, disability, 
handicap or health-related condition of any individual or group of individuals.  

  
(b) Institutional vandalism. No person shall knowingly vandalize, deface or otherwise 

damage:   
 

(1)  Any church, synagogue or other building, structure or place used for religious 
worship or other religious purposes.   

 
(2)  Any cemetery, mortuary, military monument or other facility used for the purpose 

of burial or memorializing the dead.   
 

(3)  Any school, education facility, community center, hospital or medical clinic owned 
or operated by a religious or sectarian group.   

 
(4)  The grounds adjacent to, and owned or rented by, any institution, facility, building,  

structure or other place described in paragraphs (1), (2), or (3) of this subsection.   
 

(5)  Any personal property contained in any institution, facility, building, structure or 
place described in subdivisions  (1), (2), or (3) of this section or on the grounds of 
such places.   

 
(c)  Ethnic or racial intimidation. No person shall by reason of any motive or intent relating 

to, or any antipathy, animosity or hostility based upon, the race, color, gender, religion, national 
origin, age, ancestry, sexual orientation, disability, handicap or health-related conditions of 
another individual or group of individuals:   
 

(1) Purposely cause physical injury to another.   
 

(2) Attempt to cause physical injury to another.   
 

(3) Threaten to cause physical injury to another.   
 

(4) Purposely place another in apprehension of immediate physical danger.   
 

(5) Knowingly cause physical contact with another person knowing the other person will 
regard the contact as offensive or provocative.   

 
(6) Knowingly damage or threaten to damage the personal or real property of another.   

 
(7) Tamper with the personal or real property of another for the purpose of causing 

substantial inconvenience to that person or another.   
 

(8) Trespass on the property of another.   
 

(9) Commit an act of vandalism.   
 

(10) Knowingly assemble with six  (6) or more persons and agree with such persons to 
violate any of the criminal laws of the State of Massachusetts or the United States 
with force or violence.   
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(11) Discharge or shoot a firearm or threaten to discharge or shoot a firearm into or inside 

of any building, railroad, train, boat, aircraft or motor vehicle.   
 

(12) Discharge a firearm within one hundred (100) yards of any church, synagogue or 
other building, structure or place used for religious worship or other religious purpose 
or within one hundred (100) yards of any school, education facility, community 
center, hospital or medical clinic owned or operated by a religious or sectarian group.  

 
(13)  Carry a firearm or other weapon of lethal use into any church, synagogue or other 

buildings, structure or place used for religious worship or other religious purpose or 
within one hundred (100) yards of any school, education facility, community center, 
hospital or medical clinic owned or operated by a religious or sectarian group.   

 
(14)  Brandish a firearm or other weapon in a threatening manner.   

 
(15)  Deface the property of another.   

 
(16)  Communicate in writing or by telephone a threat to commit a misdemeanor involving 

violence or property damage or to commit any felony.   
 
(17)  Make an anonymous telephone call.   
 
(18)  Make repeated telephone calls.   

 
(d) Police to provide certain information relating to bias crime to commission on human 

relations.   
 
(1) Whenever any police officer has identified a victim or victims of a possible bias 

crime, committed within the City of New Bedford, the police department shall to the 
extent known, supply the name, address and phone number of the victim(s) to the 
executive director of the commission on human relations, together with other 
relevant information concerning the victim(s). 

   
(2)  The police department shall on at least a monthly basis, prepare a statistical 

summary concerning all criminal acts and ordinance violations committed within the 
City of New Bedford during the previous month which there is reason to believe 
have been committed as a result of any motive or intent relating to, or any 
antipathy, animosity or hostility based upon, the race, gender, color, religion, 
national origin, age, ancestry, sexual orientation, disability, handicap or health-
related condition of an individual or group of individuals. A copy of this report shall 
be forwarded to the commission on human relations. This report shall be in a form 
approved by the police department and the executive director of the commission on 
human relations, but shall, in no event, include the names of persons who are 
suspected or accused of having committed crimes or ordinance violations.   

 
(e) Commission on human relations to assist victims of bias crime and conduct 

investigation.   
 

(1)  Whenever the police department has provided information concerning a victim of a 
possible bias crime to the executive director of the commission on human relations, 
either the director or a person designated by him shall make reasonable efforts to 
contact the victim for the purpose of offering to help the victim deal with the police 
department, prosecutors and other interested agencies.   

 
(2)  In furtherance of the function of the commission on human relations set out in 

section 2-133, the director of the commission may conduct investigations of 
possible bias crimes to determine if the crime is related to a pattern of 
discrimination or if, due to bias-related tensions in the are where the crime was 
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committed, further bias crimes or acts of violence are likely to occur if remedial 
action is not taken. The director of the commission may also conduct investigations 
to determine if there is a pattern of discrimination or bias-related tensions in an 
area where he has reason to believe that such patterns or tensions exist, even 
though no bias crimes have been committed within such area. The director shall 
present the findings of his investigation to the commission on human relations.   

 
(3) Upon recommendation of the director, or upon its own motion, the commission may 

call a hearing to investigate bias crimes or to address perceived patterns of 
discrimination or bias-related tensions. For such purpose, the commission shall be 
empowered to employ a hearing examiner and/or other employees necessary for 
such purpose. For the purpose of such hearing, the commission is empowered to: 

 
a. Receive evidence and hear testimony related to bias crime, patterns of discrimi-

nation, and bias-related tensions.  
 
b. Compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of evidence relevant to 

the matter in question, for investigatory and determinative purposes, by 
subpoena issued by the commission and enforce such subpoena in superior 
court.  

 
c. Issue findings and recommendations concerning ways in which bias crimes, 

discriminatory patters and bias-related tensions can be reduced in the affected  
area.   

 
(4)  The commission is hereby authorized to develop and initiate educational and other 

programs designed to reduce bias-related tensions and the incidence of bias 
crimes, either in particular areas or on a city-wide basis.   

 
(f) Penalty. Any person convicted of violation of paragraphs (b) or (c) of this section shall be 

punished by a fine of three hundred dollars ($300.00).   
(Ord. of 1-19-99, § 1)  
 
Secs. 2-137-2-139. Reserved.   
 

ARTICLE X. COUNCIL ON AGING* 
 
Sec. 2-140. Appointment of members; terms of office.  
 

The council on aging shall consist of eleven  (11) members; a majority of whom shall be at 
least sixty  (60) years of age, appointed by the mayor, subject to confirmation by the city council. 
As the term of each member expires, a successor shall be appointed in the same manner for a 
term of three  (3) years. Of the seven  (7) members to be appointed in 1988, three  (3) shall be 
appointed for three  (3) year, two  (2) shall be appointed for two  (2) years, and two  (2) shall be  
appointed for one year. Every member shall serve until a successor is duly appointed, confirmed, 
and qualified. Nothing in this section shall be deemed in and of itself to extend the term of any of 
the existing members of the council on aging.   
(Ord. of 5-12-88, § 1)  

Editor's Note-Section 1 of an ordinance adopted May 12, 1988, deleted former § 2-140, 
relative to the appointment of members and chairpersons and term of office, and enacted in lieu 
thereof a new § 2-140 to read as herein set out. The provisions of former § 2-140 derived from 
Code 1963, § 3-2801; an Ord. of 3-23-67; an Ord. of 5-22-69; and § 1 of an Ord. of 9-27-79.   
 
Sec. 2-141. Ex officio members.  
 

                                                 
* State law reference – Authority to establish, M.G.L.A. c. 40, § 8B. 
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Ex officio (non-voting) membership appointments may be made by either the mayor or the 

chairperson to involve those persons who may wish to serve or who can provide a valuable 
personal resource to the council on aging for general community knowledge and for membership 
on subcommittees appointed to study a specific area of interest.   
(Code 1963, § 3-2803; Ord. of 3-23-67; Ord. of 5-22-69)   
 
Sec. 2-142. Election of officers.  
 

The chairperson, vice-chairperson, and any other officers shall be elected by a vote of the 
members of the council to take place annually at the first meeting in June.   
(Ord. of 5-12-88, § 1)  

Editor's Note-Section 1 of an ordinance adopted May 12, 1988, deleted former § 2-142, 
relative to reappointments, and enacted a new § 2-142 to read as herein set out. The provisions 
of former § 2-142 derived from Code 1963, § 3-2804; an Ord. of 3-23-67; an Ord. of 5-22-69; 
and 2 of an Ord. of 9-27-79.   
 
Sec. 2-143. Duties; compensation.   
 

(a)  The council on aging shall be responsible to the mayor.   
 

(b)  Its members shall serve without compensation, and within the limit of available funds 
it may appoint such clerks and other employees as it may require.   
 

(c)  The council on aging shall study the conditions and needs of elderly persons in the 
community, in relation to housing, economics, employment, health, recreational needs and other 
matters.   
 

(d)  It shall analyze the services for the aged provided in the community, both by public 
and private agencies, and shall make recommendations to the mayor regarding the development 
of such programs and their coordination with programs available through the Massachusetts 
Department of Elder Affairs.   
(Code 1963, § 3-2802; Ord. of 3-23-67; Ord. of 5-22-69) 
 
 Secs. 2-144-2-149. Reserved.  
 

ARTICLE XI. NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION; HISTORIC 
DISTRICTS* 

 
Sec. 2-150. Establishment; membership.  

 
There is hereby established under the historic districts act, Massachusetts General Laws, 

Chapter 40C, with all the powers and duties of an historic district commission, a New Bedford 
Historical Commission, consisting of seven  (7) members to be appointed by the mayor with the 
approval of the city council, including one member or representative where possible of the city 
planning department, one member or representative where possible of the National Park Service, 
two  (2) members where possible from nominees submitted by the New Bedford Port Society, the 
Old Dartmouth Historical Society, the Water-front Historic Area League, the New Bedford 
Historical Society and any other recognized local historic societies, one architect where possible 
from two  (2) candidates, one of whom shall be nominated by the Chapter of the American 
Institute of Architects covering New Bedford, and one of whom shall be nominated by the society 
of landscape architects covering the city, one member where possible from two  (2) nominees of 
the Greater New Bedford Board of Realtors, and one land owner or tenant where possible in the 
historic districts who should have no connection with any of the above categories. Seven (7) 
alternate members shall also be appointed by the mayor in like manner. When the commission is 
first established, two  (2) members and alternate members shall be appointed for a term of one 

                                                 
* Cross reference – Committee on historical objects and tourism, § 2-68. 
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year, two  (2) shall be appointed for a term or two  (2) years, and three  (3) shall be appointed 
for a term of three  (3) years, and their successors shall be appointed in like manner for terms of 
three  (3) years. Vacancies shall be filled in like manner for the unexpired term. In the case of 
any member being unable to attend commission meetings for any reason, that member shall 
propose an alternate member for designation by the chairperson. If the alternate member is not 
proposed at least two  (2) days in advance of a scheduled meeting, then the chairperson may 
choose an alternate.   
(Code 1963, § 3-3101; Ord. of 6-10-71; Ord. of 2-8-01, § 1)  

State Law Reference-Authority to establish, etc., M.G.L.A. c. 40, § 8D. Said section was 
accepted by the city.   
 
Sec. 2-151. Adoption of rules and regulations.  

 
The commission shall adopt rules and regulations for the conduct of its business, not 

inconsistent with the provisions of the historic districts act or this article.   
(Code 1963, § 3-3107; Ord. of 6-10-71)   
 
Sec. 2-152. Powers and duties.  

 
The commission shall have, in addition to the powers and duties of a historical district 

commission as delineated in Chapter 40, section 8D of the Massachusetts General Laws, and 
the following further powers and duties, subject to appropriation or receipt of money gifts, and 
may in the exercise of any of its powers or duties accept and expend such gifts and employ 
clerical and technical assistants, or consultants:   
 

(1)  To conduct a survey of buildings in the city and sites for the purpose of determining 
those of historic significance architecturally or otherwise. Copies of this continuing 
survey shall be placed in the hands of the city planning department, the 
redevelopment authority, the building department, and the public library and 
periodically updated by the commission;   

 
(2)  To propose from time to time as it deems appropriate the establishment, in 

accordance with the provisions of the historic districts act, of additional historic 
districts and changes in historic districts;   

 
(3)  To determine an appropriate system of markers for selected historic sites and 

buildings not already sufficiently marked, to arrange for preparation and installation 
of such markers, and to arrange for care of historic markers;   

 
(4)      To arrange for preparation and publication of maps and brochures and descriptive  

                  material about the city historic sites and buildings;   
 

(5)  To cooperate with and advise the planning department, the redevelopment 
authority, the public works department, and other city agencies in matters 
involving historic sites and buildings;   

 
(6) To cooperate with and enlist assistance for the city from the National Park Service, 

the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the Society for the Preservation of New 
England Antiquities, and other agencies, public and private, from time to time 
concerned with historic sites and buildings;   

 
(7)      To advise owners of historic buildings in the city on problems of preservation.   

(Code 1963, § 3-3103; Ord. of 6-10-71; Ord. of 5-28-81, § 1)   
  
Sec. 2-153. Recommending committees.  
 

The commission may recommend to the mayor from time to time as needed the 
appointment of advisory committees of historians and persons experienced in architecture or 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
other arts or in historic preservation or restoration, to assist in a manner comparable to the 
National Park Service Advisory Board or Consulting Committee.   
(Code 1963, § 3-3104; Ord. of 6-10-71)   
 
Sec. 2-154. Publication of guidelines.  

 
The commission may formulate and publish guidelines for construction or alteration of 

buildings or structures or appurtenant fixtures in the areas as defined in section 5 of Chapter 40C 
of the Massachusetts General Laws.   
(Code 1963, § 3-3105; Ord. of 6-10-71)  
 
Sec. 2-155. Certificate of appropriateness; time for decision.  
 

When taking action under the provisions of the second paragraph of section 7 of the 
historic districts act, the commission shall make its determination within forty-five (45) days after 
the filing of the application for a certificate of appropriateness, or such further time as the 
applicant may in writing allow.   
(Code 1963, § 3-3106; Ord. of 6-10-71)  

State Law Reference-See M.G.L.A. c. 40C, § 11.   
 
Sec. 2-156. Bedford Landing Historic District established.  
 

There is hereby established under the provisions of the historic districts act, one historic 
district to be known as Bedford Landing, bounded and described as shown on the map entitled, 
"Bedford Landing-Waterfront Historic District," as amended, attached to and made part of the 
ordinance from which this section is derived.   
(Code 1963, § 3-3102; Ord. of 6-10-71; Ord. of 9-13-79; Ord. of 2-8-01, § 1)   
 
Sec.  2-157. Demolition of Buildings-Purpose 

This section is adopted to protect and preserve buildings and structures from demolition 
within the City which constitute distinctive features of architectural, cultural, economic, political or 
social history.  (Ord. of 5-23-02, § 1) 

Editor’s note -  Section 1 of an ordinance adopted May 23, 2002 deleted former § 2-157, 
pertaining to demolition of buildings, and replaced it with provisions intended for use as §§ 2-157 
– 2-157.9.  At the discretion of the editor, these provisions have been renumbered §§ 2-157 – 2-
166.  Former § 2-157 derived from § 3-3110 of the 1963 Code, § 1 of an ordinance adopted 
March 24, 1977, and § 1 of an ordinance adopted May 28, 1981.                                                                 
 
Sec. 2-158.  Same – Definitions 
 
 The following words and phrases in this section are defined as set forth below: 
 
Commission.  The New Bedford Historical Commission, which has the powers and duties and acts 
as the New Bedford Historical Commission.  The commission may designate one or more of its 
members to act in its behalf between the commission’s regular monthly meetings. 
 
Demolition.  The intentional act or pulling down, destroying, defacing, removing or razing a 
building or structure or commencing the work of total, substantial or partial destruction with the 
intent of completing same. 
 
Historic district.  Any designated or nominated assembly or group of buildings and structures 
within the city under Chapter 40C (Historic Districts Act) of the General Laws of Massachusetts; or 
the Regulations of the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
Historically significant building or structure.  Any building or structure within the City which is 
determined by the commission to be historically significant because such building is: 
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(1) Associated with one or more historic persons or events, or with architectural, cultural, 
economic, political or social history of the City of New Bedford; 

 
(2) Or historically or architecturally important (in terms of period, style, method of building 

construction or association with a famous architect or builder) either by itself or in the 
context of a group of buildings or structures. 

 
Preferably preserved historic building or structure.  Any historically significant building or 
structure which is determined by the commission, because of the important contribution made by 
such building or structure to the historical and/or cultural resources of the city, to be in the public 
interest to preserve. (Ord. of 5-23-02, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-159.  Same – Regulated buildings and structures. 
 
 The provisions of this section shall apply only to any building or structure which, in whole or in 
part, was built fifty (50) or more years prior to the date of the application for the demolition 
permit, and is: 
 

(1) A building or structure listed or eligible to be listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places, or in the State Register of Historic Places (based on Secretary of Interior’s 
standards). 

 
(2) A building or structure importantly associated with one or more historic persons or 

events, or with the broad architectural, cultural, economic, political or social history of 
the city, or; 

 
(3) A building or structure which is historically or architecturally significant in terms of 

period style, method of building construction or association with a significant architect 
or builder either by itself or as a part of a group of buildings, or; 

 
(4) A building or structure located within one hundred fifty (150) feet of a federal, state or 

local historic district boundary. 
(Ord. of 5-23-02, § 1) 
 

Sec. 2-160.  Same – Procedures for review and approval of demolition permits. 
 

(a) Upon receipt of an application for a demolition permit the building department shall 
certify whether the subject building or structure is fifty (50) years or older within five (5) business 
days from applicant’s filing date. 
 

(b) If the subject building or structure is certified to be fifty (50) years old or older, the 
building department shall file Form E-1 (Demolition-Historic) with the New Bedford Historical 
Commission for review within five (5) business days from applicant’s filing date. 
 

(c) Within ten (10) calendar days from receipt of Form E-1 from the building department, 
the commission shall determine whether the subject building or structure is a regulation building 
or structure as defined in this section.  The commission’s determination under this section shall 
hereinafter be referred to as the “classification determination.” 
 

(d) If the commission determines the building or structure is not regulated by this section 
nor is it a historically significant building or structure, the demolition permit application shall be 
approved by the commission and its findings shall be filed with the city council and the building 
department within ten (10) calendar days from the receipt of Form E-1. 
 

(e) Upon receipt of the commission’s approval of the demolition permit and the approval of 
the city council, the building department may, subject to building codes and other applicable 
laws, issue the demolition permit. 
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(f) If the commission determines that the subject building or structure may be a 
historically significant building or structure, the commission shall announce the scheduling of a 
public hearing to review the application for demolition, to be held within twenty-one (21) calendar 
days from date of classification determination and shall file with the city council, the building 
department and the applicant (via registered US Mail), within ten (10) calendar days from the 
receipt of Form E-1, a notice of its intent to hold a public hearing to review the application.  Said 
notice shall include the date, time and location of the scheduled hearing. 
 

(g) In addition to the notice requirements stated above, notice of the public hearing 
required pursuant to this section shall also be sent by the commission to the immediate abutters 
to the subject property, the building inspector and other such persons, departments or 
organizations in such manner as the commission may determine appropriate. 
 

(h) The commission shall publish in a newspaper of local circulation notice of the date, 
time and place of such public hearing.  Such notice shall specify the address of the subject 
building, and shall be published in said newspaper at least fourteen (14) days prior to the date of 
such public hearing. 
 

(i) The time limits for the public hearing may be extended by written agreement between 
the applicant and the granting authority.  A copy of any such agreement shall be filed in the office 
of the city clerk. 
 

(j) The property owner/applicant shall submit to the commission no later than five (5) 
business days before the scheduled public hearing three (3) copies of a demolition plan which 
shall include the following five (5) items presented on standard letter-size (8.6” x 11”) format: 
 

(1) A scaled map showing the location of the subject building or structure and references 
to abutting properties; 

 
(2) Color or black and white photographs of all street facade elevations; 

 
(3) A narrative description of the building or structure to be demolished; 

 
(4) Statement for reason of proposed demolition and data supporting said reason, and; 

 
(5) A brief narrative description of proposed development plans of the property. 

 
(k) The commission shall conduct a public hearing and, within five (5) business days from 

the closing of said public hearing, shall issue findings that: 
 

(1) The subject building is historically significant and a preferably preserved building or 
structure; 

 
(2) The subject building is not historically significant nor a preferably preserved building or 

structure. 
 

(l) Within five (5) business days from the closing of the public hearing, the commission 
shall notify in writing the property owner/applicant, the city council, the building department and 
any other parties of interest of its findings, stating the reasons for the determination.  Notice to 
the owner/applicant shall be made via registered US Mail. 
 

(m) In the event the time period lapses without the issuance of a finding by the 
commission, the subject building shall be deemed to not be historically significant and a 
preferably preserved building or structure. 
 

(n) Within 30 days after receiving the Commission’s findings that the subject building is 
Historically Significant and a Preferably Preserved Building or Structure, the City Council shall a) 
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accept the Commission’s determination that subject building is Historically Significant and a 
Preferably Preserved Building or Structure and deny a demolition permit; or b) reject the 
Commission’s determination and instruct the Building Department within 10 days of said City 
Council meeting to issue a demolition permit. 
(Ord. of 5-23-02, § 1; Ord. of 7-18-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-161.  Same – Notice. 
 
 The commission may require that the applicant post on the subject property a notice, in a form 
designated by the commission, visible from the public way, of the public hearing required 
pursuant to this section. 
(Ord. of 5-23-02, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-162.  Same – Emergency demolition. 
 
 Nothing in this article shall be construed to derogate in any way from the authority of the 
building inspector derived from Chapter 143 of the General Laws; however, the building inspector 
shall make reasonable efforts to inform the chairperson of the commission of his intentions to 
cause demolition before he initiates same. 
(Ord. of 5-23-02, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-163.  Same – Historic Districts Act. 
 
 Nothing in this section shall be deemed to conflict with the provisions of the Historic Districts 
Act, Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 40C, with respect to requirements of notice, hearing 
and issuance by the commission of a certificate of appropriateness, a certificate of non-
applicability or a certificate of hardship prior to the demolition of a building in an historic district.  
Any temporary building erected or maintained in an historic district pursuant to a certificate 
issued by the commission may be demolished in a manner consistent with the terms of such 
certificate. 
(Ord. of 5-23-02, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-164.  Same – Enforcement. 
 
 The New Bedford Historical Commission or its agent is hereby empowered to enforce this 
section and to issue cease and desist orders and/or tickets for any violations thereof. 
(Ord. of 5-23-02, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-165.  Same – Penalty. 
 

(a) Any owner of a building determined by the commission to be a preferably preserved 
historic building or structure who causes said building to be demolished without first obtaining a 
demolition permit in accordance with the provisions of this section shall be subject to a fine in the 
amount of three hundred dollars ($300.00) per day, per violation. 
 

(b) Said fines shall be issued pursuant to the provisions of section 17-18 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of New Bedford. 
 

(c) Nothing contained herein shall limit the city from pursuing any other legal remedies 
that may be available pursuant to the Massachusetts Building Code or other applicable federal, 
state or local laws or regulations. 
(Ord. of 5-23-02, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-166.  Same – Severability. 
 
 In case any section, paragraph or part of this ordinance is declared invalid or unconstitutional 
by a court of competent jurisdiction, every other section, paragraph or part shall continue in force 
and in effect. (Ord. of 5-23-02, § 1) 
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§ 2-167 
 
Secs. 2-167-2-170. Reserved.   
 

ARTICLE XII. EXHIBITION HALL COMMISSION* 
 
Sec. 2-171. Establishment and membership.  
 

There is hereby established under Chapter 486 of the Acts and Resolves of 1980, with all 
the powers and duties of an exhibition hall commission, the New Bedford Exhibition Hall 
Commission, consisting of five  (5) members, one of whom shall be a member of the city council, 
to be appointed by the mayor, with the approval of the city council. When the commission is first 
established, one member shall be appointed for a term of one year; one member shall be 
appointed for a term of two  (2) years; one member shall be appointed for a term of three  (3) 
years; one member shall be appointed for a term of four  (4) years, and one member shall be 
appointed for a term of five  (5) years, and their successors shall be appointed in like manner for 
terms of five  (5) years. Vacancies shall be filled in like manner for the unexpired term.  

 
The member of the city council shall be replaced by another member of the city council 

when he or she is no longer a member of the city council for the unexpired portion of his or her 
term.  

 
The members of the commission shall serve without compensation and shall annually elect 

a chairman and a treasurer.  (Ord. of 11-9-82, § 1)   
 
Sec. 2-172. Powers and duties.   
 
(a)  The commission shall establish a special fund for each project under its cognizance, each 
such fund to be known by the principal name of the project. The commission shall deposit all 
grants received from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the federal government, and any 
other monies received by it from private sources, to be used solely for the cost of the particular 
project for which they were granted or donated. Said monies to be expended by the treasurer for 
each particular project upon a majority vote of the commission. In no event shall the monies 
designated for one project and deposited in that fund, be used for any other project.  
 
(b)  The commission shall submit an annual report including an audit to the director of the bureau 
of accounts, the secretary of administration and finance of the commonwealth, and the house and 
senate committees of ways and means.   
 
(c)   The commission shall have the power to employ agents, managers, and employees and the 
power to enter into contracts for the purposes of carrying out the provisions of Chapter 486 of the 
Acts and Resolves of 1980, subject to the approval of the city solicitor as to form.   
 
(d) The commission shall have the right to solicit and receive monies from private sources for 
each individual project under its cognizance and shall deposit any such monies into the separate 
funds designated for those projects.   
 
(e)  In the case of the Zeiterion Theatre Performing Arts Center, the commission shall have the 
power to appoint the trustee in the state theatre condominium, a condominium established by 
James F. Penler, et al, pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 183A by Master Deed 
Declaration of Condominium dated December 31, 1981 and recorded on December 31, 1981 with 
Bristol County  (S.D.) Registry of Deeds at Book 1834, page 769 ("master deed") for Unit 2 which 
                                                 
* Editor’s note – An ordinance of Nov. 9, 1982, amended the former Code by adding new §§ 3-
3001 and 3-3002, which provisions, at the discretion of the editor; have been included as §§ 2-
171 and 2-172 of the present Code.  Subsection (g) of § 3-3002(2-172), not set out herein, 
provided that the New Bedford Exhibition Hall Commission shall be effective upon passage of this 
ordinance. 
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is shown on the floor plans filed simultaneously with said master deed and which Unit is also 
shown on the copy of the portion of said plans attached to the deed from James F. Penler, et al to 
Whale dated December 31, 1981 and recorded in the Bristol County  (S.D.) Registry of Deeds, 
Book 1834, Page 823.   
 
(f)   The commission shall have any and all other powers necessary to carry out the purposes of 
Chapter 486 of the Acts and Resolves of 1980 as amended from time to time.   
(Ord. of 11-9-82, 11)  
 
Secs. 2-173-2-179. Reserved.  
 
ARTICLE XIII. COMMISSION FOR CITIZENS WITH DISABILITIES 
 
Sec. 2-180. Membership; vacancies; officers; quorum; rules; appropriations.   
 

(a)  There is hereby established under Chapter 75 of the Acts and Resolves of 1983, a 
commission for citizens with disabilities, hereinafter called the commission, which shall consist of 
nine  (9) members, each of whom shall reside in the city. At least five (5) of the nine (9) 
members shall be persons with a disability, as defined in section 2-182 of this article, and 
represent as many cross-disabilities as possible. One (1) of such members shall be a member of 
the immediate family of a person with a disability, and one  (1) member of said commission shall 
be either an elected or appointed municipal official. Commission members shall serve without 
compensation. All members shall be appointed by the mayor and confirmed by the city council. 
The commission will be available to consult with the mayor regarding prospective commission 
members. Of the two  (2) members added by this amendment, one  (1) shall be appointed for a 
term to expire in May 1995 and one  (1) for a term to expire in May 1996. Thereafter, as the 
terms of the appointees and newly appointed commissioners expire, their successors shall be 
appointed for three-year terms. In the event of death or resignation of any member, a successor 
shall be appointed to serve the unexpired term by the mayor, subject to confirmation by the city 
council.   
 

(b) The members shall annually elect a chairperson, vice-chairperson, secretary and a 
treasurer.   
  

(c) A majority of the commission shall constitute a quorum in the exercise of any of the 
commission's powers and duties.   
 

(d) The commission shall establish by-laws which designate such practices, rules and 
regulations as it deems necessary to effectuate the purposes and provisions of this article.   
 

(e) The commission may raise and receive funds, bequests and gifts of property, both real 
and personal, public and private, in the name of the city, subject to the approval of the city 
council. Any such funds shall be deposited in a separate fund or account and shall be known as, 
"The City of New Bedford Commission For Citizens With Disabilities Fund". Management and 
control of such fund is hereby vested in said commission. Said commission shall have the 
authority to expend said funds, and/or any income thereof, to help finance its activities under this 
article. Said expenditures to be made in accordance with the law, policies and ordinances of the 
city.   

(f) Funds received by the city treasurer from fines assessed for violations of handicap 
parking restrictions within the city shall be deposited in a separate account and shall be used 
solely for the benefit of persons with disabilities in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 40, Section 22G.   

 
(g) The commission for citizens with disabilities established pursuant to section 2-180 of 

the Code of Ordinances of the City of New Bedford shall annually submit a recommendation to the 
mayor, no later than May first, for the purpose of proposing a list of expenditures for the following 
fiscal year to be included in the annual budget approved by the mayor and submitted to the city 
council.   
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(h) Expenditures from this account shall be made upon certification of the chairperson of 

the commission in the same manner as funds are expended to finance the activities of the 
commission under this article.   

 
(i) Funds available from receipts of fines assessed after November 25, 1992 - the effective 

date of Chapter 241 of the Acts of 1992, and presently in a separate account held by the city 
treasurer, shall be available for expenditure for fiscal year 1994 upon recommendation of the 
commission with the approval of the mayor and the city council.   

 
(j) The city auditor shall annually in July submit a report of said account to the mayor and 

the city council.   
(Ord. of 5-10-84, § 1; Ord. of 9-23-93, § 1; Ord. of 11-23-93, § 1)   
 
Sec. 2-181. Members; vacancies; and removals.   
 

(a) Any member of the commission may, after a public hearing, if so requested, be 
removed for cause by the appointing authority.  
 

(b) If a member misses three  (3) unexcused commission meetings during the year, 
he/she is subject to automatic termination by the appointing authority.   
 

(c) A vacancy occurring otherwise than by expiration of term shall be filled for the 
unexpired term in the same manner as the original appointment.   
 

(d) Upon the termination of the term of office of the appointed or elected official, he or she 
shall be replaced by another appointed or elected official for the unexpired portion of his or her 
term.   
(Ord. of 5-10-84, § 1)   
 
Sec. 2-182. Definition of a person with a disability.  

 
For purposes of this article, a person with a disability, is defined as, "any person who:  (1) 

has a physical or mental impairment which substantially limits one or more major life activities;   
(2) has a record of such impairment; or (3) is regarded as having such impairments," as defined 
in Title 20 of the Code of Federal Regulations, as amended.   
(Ord. of 5-10-84, § 1)   
 
Sec. 2-183. Function and purpose.  
 

It shall be the function of the commission to:   
 

(1) Act as a centralizing force in the City of New Bedford which will deal with all issues 
relating to citizens with disabilities; providing information, referral, guidance, coordination, 
offering and providing technical assistance to other public agencies and private persons, 
organizations and institutions engaged in activities and programs intended to enhance the quality 
of living and eliminate prejudice and discrimination against person(s) with disabilities because of 
their status as a person with a disability or as a minority person with a disability.   
 

(2) Take such action as the commission considers appropriate to ensure the equal status 
of person(s) with disabilities of every race, creed, color, sex, national origin and age.   
 

(3) Assure that no otherwise qualified individual with a disability in the City of New Bedford 
shall solely by reason of his or her disability be excluded from participation in, denied the benefits 
of, or otherwise be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity within the City of 
New Bedford.  (Ord. of 5-10-84, § 1)   
 
Sec. 2-184. Meeting; annual report; and record keeping.   
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(a) The commission shall meet at least six  (6) times a year.   
 

(b) The commission shall keep accurate records of its meetings and actions, and shall file 
an annual report which shall be printed and included in the annual report of the city.   
 

(c) The commission shall submit an annual financial report to the city auditor, which report 
shall also be made a part of the annual report required in section 2-184 (b) above. (Ord. of 5-10-
84, § 1)  
 
Sec. 2-185. Powers and duties.  
 
The powers and duties of the commission shall include the following:   
 

(1) To ensure the equal status of person(s) with disabilities in education, employment, 
economic, political, health, legal and social spheres.   

 
(2) To design and implement programs that promote equality for all person(s) with disabilities 

in the city in coordination with programs of the office of handicapped affairs.   
 

(3) To initiate, coordinate and monitor the enactment of legislation which promotes equal 
status of person(s) with disabilities on the city, state and federal levels, and to ensure that 
appropriate regulations are adopted and enforced pursuant to such legislation.   

 
(4) To participate in an advisory capacity in the hearing of complaints brought alleging 

discrimination against person(s) with disabilities, including but not limited to, the office of 
equal opportunity.   

 
(5) To obtain from city departments and agencies, information necessary to carry out the 

functions; purposes, programs and activities of the commission.   
 

(6) To review policies of all departments and agencies of the city as it directly relates to the 
powers, duties and functions of the commission.  
 

(7) To assist in public awareness of person(s) with disabilities through participation in public 
and media events sponsored by the administration and/or legislative bodies of the city, 
including but not limited to, city-sponsored recreational, educational and development 
activities.   

 
(8) To be an active and participating member of appropriate organizations dealing with issues 

affecting person(s) with disabilities.   
 

(9) To acquire, analyze, use and store disability related statistics and materials for program 
planning, evaluation and assistance.   
 

(10) To research local problems of person(s) with disabilities, and may advertise, prepare, 
print and distribute books, maps, charts, plans and pamphlets necessary to its work.   

 
(11) Such other powers and duties as may be agreed on by the mayor and the commission, 

subject to confirmation by the city council.  (Ord. of 5-10-84, § 1)   
 
Sec. 2-186. Appointment and term of executive director.  

 
Subject to availability of funds, an executive director of the commission shall be ap-

pointed annually on April first by the mayor, subject to confirmation by the city council. The  
commission will be available to consult with the mayor regarding qualified candidates for this 
position. Said executive director shall receive such compensation and perform such duties as the 
commission shall prescribe, subject to approval of the mayor and the city council. The executive 
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director shall hold office for the term of one  (1) year or until his successor is appointed and 
qualified.  (Ord. of 5-10-84, § 1)   
 
Sec. 2-187. Duties of executive director; meetings.  

 
The executive director shall attend all meetings of the commission and shall perform such 

duties as prescribed by the commission, so long as such duties are consistent with the provisions 
of this article.  (Ord. of 5-10-84, § 1)  

 
ARTICLE XIV. INSPECTOR OF WIRES 

 
Sec. 2-188. Electrical code adopted.  
 

There is hereby adopted by the city, for the purposes of prescribing regulations governing 
all installations, repairs and maintenance of electrical wiring and electrical fixtures used for light, 
heat and power purposes in any building or structure, that certain code known as the 
Massachusetts Electrical Code (527 CMR 12.00) and, from the date on which this section shall 
take effect the provisions of 527 CMR 12.00 shall be controlling within the limits of the city.   
(Ord. of 5-9-91, § 3)  
 
Sec. 2-189. Inspector of wires-Appointment. 

 
Annually in the month of April, the mayor shall appoint, subject to confirmation by the city 

council, an inspector of wires, who shall also be the superintendent of street lights and traffic 
signals.   
(Ord. of 5.9-91, § 3)   
 
Sec. 2-190. Same-Office and attendance of inspector, issuance of permits; records.  
 

The inspector of wires shall be provided with a suitable office by the city council, at which 
such inspector shall be in daily attendance to receive all applications and plans required by the 
laws and ordinances for electrical work; inspect the same, and if found to be in proper condition 
to be used for the purposes specified, issue a permit for same. The inspector of wires shall keep A 
record of and file all applications, plans and permits. Such records, plans and certificates shall be 
kept on file in such office for not less than seven  (7) years, and in no case shall they be 
destroyed without authority to do so being first obtained from the secretary of state, supervisor of 
public records.   
(Ord. of 5-9-91, § 3)   
 
Sec. 2-191. Same-Duties.  
 

The inspector of wires shall exercise general control over all installations, repairs, and 
maintenance of electrical wiring, and fixtures used for light, heat and power purposes in every 
building or structure within the city. It shall be the duty of the inspector of wires or his authorized 
assistants to inspect and approve, before its erection, every sign illuminated from within as to 
wiring and lining.  

 
The inspector of wires shall be responsible for the issuance of all permits in accordance 

with this article and with the Massachusetts Electrical Code (527 CMR 12.00); and he shall be 
responsible for the collection of all fees, if any, for said permits.  

 
The inspector of wires shall make and promulgate, and from time to time may alter, 

amend and repeal, rules and regulations relative to the installation, repair and maintenance of 
electrical wiring and electrical fixtures used for light, heat and power purposes in buildings and 
structures within the city. He shall make and promulgate all rules and regulations as pertains to 
the determination and implementation of such fees, if any, as he deems reasonably necessary, 
and such rules and regulations as may pertain to the management of the wire department and 
the maintenance of street and traffic lights.  
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It shall be the duty of the inspector of wires to have the care of all electrical wiring and 

apparatus in public buildings of the city not provided for by the ordinance of the city, and to 
superintend all alterations, additions and repairs of same in public buildings hereafter to be 
erected; and all electrical work and apparatus installed in all public buildings hereafter to be 
erected shall be installed under such inspector's supervision and control.  

 
Before any bids are obtained for, or any work done, in connection with any electrical 

material, or the installation or alteration of any electrical work for the city, the inspector of wires 
shall carefully examine the plans and specifications for the same, and shall certify in writing to the 
superintendent of buildings and to the department, board or committee having the matter in 
charge, whether in his judgment said plans and specifications are sufficient and complete.  
 

It shall be the duty of the inspector of wires, when notified by the commissioner of 
buildings or the director of the health department that a building has been condemned, 
abandoned or is otherwise unfit for human habitation, to immediately disconnect all electric 
service to that building.   
(Ord. of 5-9-91, § 3)   
 
Sec. 2-192. Notice to inspector prior to commencement of work; inspector to judge 
whether installation is safe; shutting off current when not safe.  
 

No person shall install for hire any electrical wiring or fixtures without first, or within five  
(5) days after commencing the work, giving notice to the inspector of wires. Said notice shall be 
given by mailing or delivering a permit application form to said inspector. Any person failing to 
give such notice shall be punished by a fine not exceeding twenty dollars ($20.00).  

 
Any person installing for hire electrical wiring or fixtures shall notify the inspector of wires 

in writing upon the completion of the work. The inspector of wires shall, within five  (5) days of 
such notification, give written notice of his approval or disapproval of said work. A notice of 
disapproval shall contain specifications of the part of the work disapproved, together with a 
reference to the section or sections of the Massachusetts Electrical Code which have been 
violated.  

 
The inspector of wires shall be deemed the sole judge of what constitutes proper insulation 

and the safe installation of electric wiring and fixtures; and, whenever in the opinion of the 
inspector of wires, any electrical wiring or fixtures are in an unsafe and dangerous condition, such 
inspector is hereby authorized to cause the current to be shut off forthwith.   
(Ord. of 5-9-91, § 3)   
 
Sec. 2-193. Underground system-Permission to install conduits, manholes, etc.   
 

(a) Each petition for permission to construct an underground line for transmission of 
electricity under a public way as a portion of a supply or communication system or transmission 
of intelligence shall be filed in duplicate in the offices of the city clerk and the inspector of wires, 
together with a plan or plans not less than eleven  (11) inches in width, and to a scale of sixty  
(60) feet to the inch, showing the desired location, arrangement, number, size, depth, grade and 
character of proposed subways, ducts, conduits, manholes, handholes and buried cables. Such 
plan shall also show the locations of all sewer, water and gas pipes, catch basins and hydrants, 
and underground conduits and structures of communication and supply systems occupying the 
streets at the date of making said plan or plans, the ownership of each to be plainly lettered, and 
the whole to be done in a thorough and workmanlike manner.  

 
No material departures from the description and location of said line, as approved by the 

city council, and as shown on such plan or plans, shall be made without the consent of the 
inspector of wires.  
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If, on completion of the work, the actual location of said line or any material portion 

thereof, as found or installed, differs from that shown on the plans filed, amended plans 
accurately showing actual locations shall be filed in the offices of the city clerk and the inspector 
of wires.  
 
The above applies to all underground work, except service connections and connections to poles 
of less than three hundred (300) feet in length taken from the manholes and handholes be-
longing to the utility company making such connections.   
 

(b) All electrical conduits and ducts shall be so constructed as to permit the drawing in or 
removal of the conductors or cables without opening the streets, and so far as practicable, 
without disturbing any other part of the conduit or duct construction.   

 
(c) The conduits and ducts shall provide suitable mechanical protection to the cables 

therein, and in addition, whenever it may be necessary, shall themselves be suitably protected 
from outside damage.   

 
(d) The conduits, ducts, manholes and handholes shall be made, insofar as practicable, 

watertight and gastight. The conduits and ducts shall be so arranged that moisture will drain from 
them in manholes.   

 
(e) No persons, except authorized agents of utility companies, shall lay cables, conduits or 

ducts in any sidewalk unless by special permission of the inspector of wires.   
 

(f) Conduits or ducts built of wrought iron, vitrified clay, fibre and materials of a similar 
nature shall be surrounded by concrete not less than three  (3) inches in thickness. Single 
conduits or ducts of standard wrought iron or steel pipe with screw threads or approved 
couplings, or approved cable for services, may be laid directly in the ground; but a covering of 
wood, concrete or some other suitable material, at least two  (2) inches thick, shall be placed 
over them to protect them from, mechanical injury by persons digging in the street or sidewalk. 
Treated wood duct, transits or other heavy-walled pipe may be laid without protective cover. 
When ducts cross under or over water or other pipes, care shall be taken that ducts and pipes do 
not come in contact with each other, and if close together, they shall be separated by a covering 
of wood, concrete or some other suitable material at least two  (2) inches thick.   
 

(g) Manholes and handholes shall also be of enduring construction, and be kept free from 
water and gas insofar as practicable.   
 

(h) No manhole or handhole shall, insofar as practicable, include within its construction 
any gas, water or sewer pipes, or any other foreign construction. The ducts or tubes of supply 
systems shall not run through the manholes of communication systems, sewer or catch basins.   
 

(i) The owner of a conduit shall provide means for effectively preventing the entrance or 
accumulation of gas therein whenever, in the judgment of the inspector of wires, public safety so 
requires.  

 
(j) All manholes shall be maintained in accordance with rules and regulations governing 

maintenance of manholes in public highways from time to time prescribed by the state board of 
fire prevention regulations, department of public safety. All manholes shall be kept clean, and 
clear of oily waste and rubbish of all kinds.  
 

(k) When a manhole is opened it shall be carefully examined for the presence of gas 
before any open or enclosed flame, or unextinguished cigarette, cigar or pipe is brought near the 
opening. If gas is found to be present, the manhole shall be effectively cleared of the same before 
any work is begun or any flame used. If the flow of gas into a manhole is so great as to prevent 
its proper ventilation, it shall not be entered until the place from which gas comes is found, and 
the leak stopped, or the source of supply cut off.   
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(l) Every manhole and handhole cover shall permanently bear the name or initials of its 

owner by which it can be identified.   
 

(m) No person shall be allowed access to manholes or handholes except the authorized 
representatives of the inspector of wires, and those of the owners of said manholes and hand-
holes or the ducts, cables and conductors entering the same.   
 

(n) When any manhole or handhole cover is removed or any excavation is made, the 
opening shall be protected promptly with a barrier, temporary cover, or other suitable guard; and 
danger signals or red lights shall be displayed in a location conspicuous to the traffic until a 
permanent cover is in place or the excavation is filled.   
(Ord of 5-9-91, § 3)   
 
Sec. 2.194. Same-Classes of conductors; insulation; tags, separate ducts for different 
classes; supports of conductors, risers.   
 

(a) All underground conductors, for the purposes of carrying out the requirements of the 
rules in this section, are divided into the following three  (3) classes:    

 
(1) High-voltage supply system conductors.   
 
(2) Low-voltage supply system conductors.   
 
(3) Communication system conductors.   

 
(b) All underground conductors shall be protected on the outside of the insulation against 

mechanical damage and the action of gases, moisture and changes in temperature; such covering 
shall be of uniform thickness, free from pinholes and like imperfections, and sufficiently ductile to 
prevent cracking when being drawn into ducts and manholes.   
 

(c) Underground conductors of different owners occupying the same manholes and hand-
holes shall be permanently identified by tags, or other suitable means, marked with the owner's 
name and a distinguishing circuit number.   
 

(d) Underground conductors of different owners occupying the same manholes and hand-
holes with high- or low-voltage conductors, except where such communication conductors are an 
adjunct of the supply system of the owner of both said high- or low-voltage conductors and said 
ducts, conduits, manholes and handholes.   
 

(e) Cables shall not be permitted to rest on the bottom of any manhole but shall be 
supported at the sides on racks, brick shelving, or other suitable means.   

 
(f) Risers of high-and low-voltage underground systems shall not be placed on the same 

pole with risers of fire, police, and other underground communication systems, except systems  
of a telephone and telegraph utility company, without special permission of the inspector of wires.   
 

(g) All conductors from underground supply systems which connect to overhead systems 
shall have a covering which give mechanical protection to said conductors up to a point ten  (10) 
feet above the ground.   
 

(h) Exposed metal riser pipes containing conductors of a supply system shall be effectively 
grounded unless such conductors are covered with an effectively grounded sheath or are 
themselves grounded conductors.   
 

(i) The terminals of underground cables connecting to overhead open-wire systems shall 
be insulated and protected against entrance of moisture into the cable.   
(Ord. of 5-9-91, § 3)   
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Sec. 2-195. Overhead systems-Poles.   
 

(a) Except in the case of abnormally wide streets, not more than one  (1) line of poles 
bearing conductors of a particular class shall be erected on any street, avenue or square, and not 
more than one  (1) line of poles shall be erected on any side of such street, avenue or square; 
however, the foregoing shall not apply to poles supporting street lights.   
 

(b) When physical conditions permit, each line of poles shall be set on one  (1) side of the 
street only.   
 

(c) Poles shall be set in the sidewalk not less than twelve  (12) inches from the outer side 
of the curbline, and shall not be located within less than ten  (10) feet of any lamppost or any 
other pole, except at street intersections, nor within less than four  (4) feet of any catch basin or 
fire hydrant.   
 

(d) All poles erected shall be kept in good condition, to the satisfaction of the inspector of 
wires; they shall be stenciled, marked or branded with the owner's name or initials, at a point less 
than five  (5) feet nor more than seven  (7) feet from the ground.   
 

(e) No poles less than thirty-five (35) feet long shall be set in the streets of the city to 
support supply or communication system conductors; however, poles no less than twenty  (20) 
feet may be set in the streets to support community antenna television system conductors. All 
poles shall be set at least five  (5) feet in the ground and shall be spaced and graded as to height 
as uniformly as physical conditions permit. The distance between two  (2) adjacent poles shall not 
exceed one hundred fifty  (150) feet except in locations where the topography of the earth or the 
height or location of structures or public works requires a greater distance. No pole shall be 
extended in height after erection without the approval of the inspector of wires.   

 
(f) All poles supporting equipment frequently worked on shall be equipped with pole steps 

beginning at a point seven  (7) feet from the ground.   
 
(g) On every pole set in the streets of the city, one  (1) gain space not less than forty-

eight (48) inches below the nearest supply system conductor shall be reserved free of cost to the 
city for municipal communication system conductors.  
 

(h) Crossarms shall be securely supported by bracing so as to support s they may be 
subjected.   
 

(i) Crossarms supporting supply conductors shall be spaced not less the measured 
vertically between centers; however, this requirement shall not placed between crossarms.  

 
(j) No staple, tack, nail, hook or other device shall be driven in or fastened to any pole for 

the purpose of attaching signs, posters, or other advertising matter; and no person shall deface 
any pole by cutting with a knife, axe, or any other implement without permission of the owner.   
 

(k) When a pole location has been abandoned by the owner thereof, the pile shall be 
removed within sixty  (60) days unless restored to use within such period. Wires owned by 
persons other than the owner of said pole shall be removed unless the owner of such wires 
assumes the ownership of said pole and is granted a location therefore by grant of the city 
council. Notice of abandonment of a pole location shall be filed in the office of the city clerk not 
less than ten  (10) days before the removal of the pole or transfer of ownership is undertaken. 

 
(l) New poles shall not be stored on any street more than two  (2) days in advance of the 

time they are to be set; and when old poles are taken down, they shall be removed from the 
street the same day. Sufficient barriers and lights shall be maintained on any poles so stored on 
any street in accordance with this section.   
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(m) Each petition for permission to erect poles in a public way shall be filed in duplicate in 

the offices of the city clerk and the inspector of wires together with a plan or plans not less than 
eleven  (11) inches in width, and to a scale of sixty  (60) feet to the inch, showing the proposed 
locations of all poles to be set. If the actual location of any pole varies materially from the 
granted location, amended petitions and plans shall be submitted to the offices of the city clerk 
and the inspector of wires.   
 

(n) All metal poles or posts for street lighting purposes shall be grounded by permanent 
connection to a rod driven at least six  (6) feet into the ground, or in such other manner as the 
inspector of wires may approve.   
 

(o) Every guy wire not securely connected to an effectively grounded conductor shall be 
insulated from poles and fixtures by inserting an insulator not less than six  (6) feet above the 
finished grade of the earth.   
(Ord. of 5-9-91, § 3)   
 
Sec. 2-196. Same-Supporting fixtures.   
 

(a) All supporting fixtures on buildings shall be substantially constructed, firmly secured to 
the building and rigidly braced. Between five  (5) feet and seven  (7) feet above the roof, said 
fixtures shall plainly bear the name or initials of the owner, if other than the owner of the 
building.    

 
(b) Supporting fixtures shall not be located over skylights, or placed in such a position that 

they will in any way interfere with a free passage to and from the roof, through such skylights, or 
any other opening. Where it is possible, supporting fixtures placed on buildings shall be uniform in 
height to avoid any abrupt rise or fall in conductors. All supporting fixtures of the same line shall 
bear crossarms of uniform length and size, so that conductors supported thereon will have 
adequate separations; and the crossarms shall be of sufficient height to give said conductors a 
clearance of not less than eight  (8) feet from any part of the roof. Conductors shall not be 
attached to the uprights or braces of supporting fixtures.   
 

(c) All supporting fixtures, outriggers and other equipment attached to buildings shall be 
kept in thorough order and repair; and when removed, a report of same shall be made to the 
inspector of wires.   
(Ord. of 5-9-91, § 3)   
 
Sec. 2-197. Same-Conductors.   
 

(a) For the purpose of overhead construction, electric conductors are divided into the 
following four  (4) classes:   
 

(1) High-voltage supply system conductors.   
 
(2) Low-voltage supply system conductors.   

 
(3) Communication system conductors.   

 
(4) Intelligence communications.   

 
(b) A distance of forty  (40) inches shall be maintained between supply system conductors 

and communication system conductors at points of attachment to the same pole.   
 

(c) Service drop wires shall not be smaller than number eight  (8) American wire gauge. 
This minimum shall apply to each conductor of a multi-conductor cable.   
 

(d) All conductors shall have weatherproof or equivalent covering. The provisions of this 
subsection shall not apply to the following.   
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(1) Supply system conductors carrying thirteen thousand two hundred (13,200) volts or 
more.   

 
(2) Neutral conductors of service drop cables.   

 
(3) Effectively grounded neutral conductors.   

 
(4) Span lengths in excess of two hundred (200) feet. Whenever in the opinion of the 

inspector of wires the covering of conductors becomes impaired or unsightly, the owner shall 
renew such covered wire without unnecessary delay.   

 
(e) All tie-wires shall have a covering similar to that of the conductors they confine. Bare 

conductors shall be tied with bare wire.   
 

(f) No supply system conductor smaller than number six  (6) American wire gauge, shall 
be used for outside construction between poles or supporting fixtures, except in the case of cables 
supplying street lights.  

 
(g) Unguarded high-voltage conductors shall not be run within three  (3) feet, nor low-

voltage conductors within four  (4) inches of any pole, building or any other structure without 
being securely attached thereto, and insulated therefrom.   
 

(h) If any portion of a street light fixture or other part of supply system equipment can be 
touched by persons standing on the ground or roof of a building, or reaching from a door or 
window, it shall be insulated, guarded or grounded.   

 
(i) All supply and bare communication system conductors supported by the same crossarm 

and running in the same direction shall not be less than eleven  (11) inches apart, and conductors 
adjacent to the pole shall not be less than thirty  (30) inches apart, to enable linemen to pass up 
and down the pole freely and without danger of contact with such conductors.   
 

(j) Supply system conductors running in the same direction shall not be attached to both 
the upperside and underside of the same crossarm.   
 

(k) Conductors crossing from one side of the street to the other shall cross at right angles 
as nearly as physical conditions permit, and shall cross from arms or brackets secured to poles or 
supporting fixtures. When crossing from one building to another, they shall do so from the 
highest practicable point of the same. When crossing conductors of another owner, they shall 
pass either over or under, and not between such other conductors. They shall be drawn taut, and 
at least twenty  (20) inches' separation from such other wires shall be maintained to avoid 
swinging contacts.   
 

(l) No conductor shall hang less than eighteen  (18) feet from the street or sidewalk at the 
lowest point of sag. However, if a communication system service drop or an effectively insulated 
or grounded guy crosses a street, the clearance may be reduced to sixteen  (16) feet at the side 
of the traveled way; and where communication system wires or cables cross over or run along 
alleys, the clearance may be reduced to fifteen  (15) feet.   
 

(m) Where sharp angles occur in a line, or where it is necessary to run conductors so that 
the tendency is to lift the supports, appropriate means shall be employed to prevent such 
conductors from pulling away from their crossarms or other supports.   
 

(n) Conductors shall not be attached to chimneys and shall not be attached to or carried 
near fire escapes in such a way that they will interfere with the free use of the same, or be within 
reach of persons standing thereon.   
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(o) Unused services and drop wires from supply system circuits which in the opinion of the 

inspector of wires constitute a nuisance or hazard to the public shall be removed by the owners 
thereof upon written notice from said inspector. Dead or unused wires not removed within a 
reasonable time after notice given by the inspector of wires may be removed by the inspector of 
wires at the expense of the owners.   
 

(p) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, all overhead conductors, unless 
properly guarded, shall be at least eight  (8) feet above the highest portion of flat-roofed 
buildings, or the ridge of pitched-roof buildings. With respect to pitched-roof buildings, the 
clearance shall be at least three  (3) feet for supply system service cables carrying voltages not in 
excess of three hundred (300) volts and at least eight  (8) inches for communication system 
conductors.  
   

(q) Whenever in the opinion of the inspector of wires any supply system overhead 
conductors, poles or supporting fixtures are in any unsafe or dangerous condition, the inspector 
will cause the current to be shut off forthwith, after notice to the owner thereof; and such 
defective conductors will then be treated as being dead and unused, and will be removed by the 
inspector at the expense of the owner thereof.   
(Ord. of 5-9-91, § 3)   
 
Sec. 2-198. Television antenna installation requirements.   
 

(a) Every person proposing to install a television antenna shall give written notice thereof 
to the inspector of wires before commencing the work. Notice cards will be furnished by the 
inspector of wires.   
 

(b) All metallic antenna masts or towers must be grounded in an approved manner.   
 

(1) The ground conductor shall not be smaller than number eight  (8) American wire 
gauge copper wire of the insulated type, and must be continuous without joint or splice and 
connected to a cold-water pipe. Cast ground fittings must be used in all cases.   
 

(2) The ground conductor must be supported at least every ten  (10) feet on the surface 
wired over.   
 

(3) Ground conductors run horizontally above a flat roof shall be at least eight  (8) feet 
above the roof surface.   
 

(c) The lead-in wires from the antenna mast on the outside of the building wall and on the 
roof shall be supported in a manner to hold the wires taut on both horizontal and vertical runs, 
and the supports shall be of the approved stand-off insulator type placed at least every ten  (10) 
feet on the surface wired over.   
 

(1) The lead-in line shall be protected and insulated where passing through partition or 
floor by the use of an insulating tube and shall be separated at least two  (2) inches from any 
ground object. The insulating tube may be of the nonmetallic approved type. Inside buildings, the 
lead-in lines shall be secured to the surface wired over at least every four  (4) feet with an 
approved fitting.   
 

(2) Each lead-in conductor from an outdoor antenna shall be provided with an approved 
lightning arrestor, located outside the building and connected to the ground conductor or ground 
electrode, except where the conductors are protected by a continuous me tallic sheath   
(coaxial cable) which is permanently and effectively grounded to the ground conductor, or the 
ground electrode.   
 

(3) Lead-in wires running horizontally above a flat roof shall be at least eight  (8) feet 
above the roof surface.   
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(4) No wires, cables or guys used for a televisions system shall cross under or over any 

existing light or power circuit wires. No such television antenna system wires, run overhead, shall 
cross over any public way or street.  
 

(5) All wires, cables or guys used for a television system shall have a permanent 
separation of at least two  (2) feet from open wires carrying up to two hundred fifty  (250) volts; 
and for higher voltages, the inspector of wires will determine the separation distance.   
 

(6) No metallic mast or tower shall be placed in such a position where there is a possibility 
that, unless properly installed and supported, the system may fall in high winds, dropping across 
power lines or injuring persons or property.   
 

(7) A certificate of approval will be issued upon request only when the installation 
conforms to the requirements of the inspector of wires.   
(Ord. of 5-9-91, § 3)   
 
Sec. 2-199. Deviations.  
 

In cases in which the literal application of the requirements set forth in sections 2-193 
through 2-199 of this article will occasion unnecessary hardship and expenses; and when 
considerations of public safety permit, the inspector of wires may, upon application of any person 
or corporation, authorize deviations therefrom in writing.   
(Ord. of 5-9-91, § 3)   
 

ARTICLE XV ENERGY RESOURCE COMMISSION 
 
Sec. 2-200. Establishment and membership.  
 

There is hereby created a energy resource commission to be comprised of five  (5) 
members, to serve without pay, appointed by the mayor and confirmed by the city council. Of the 
five  (5) members, one  (1) shall be the city planner (or a member of the planning department 
delegated by the city planner), one shall be a City Councilor (chosen by the President of the city 
council), and one  (1) shall be an officer or employee of a public utility company which does 
business in New Bedford. Of the five  (5) members appointed, two  (2) shall serve for terms 
ending on December 31, 1994; two  (2) shall serve for terms ending on December 31, 1995; and 
one  (1) shall serve for a term ending on December 31, 1996. All appointments thereafter shall be 
for three-year terms. The commission shall elect its own chairperson on an annual basis. It shall 
meet as frequently as it deems necessary to perform its duties.   
(Ord. of 10-14-93, § 1)   
 
Sec. 2-201. Powers and duties.   
 

(a) The commission shall study and investigate alternate sources of energy, including wind 
power, as such might be utilized in New Bedford for private or public benefit. It shall explore the 
possibilities of federal and state funding of alternate energy projects in New Bedford, and it shall 
coordinate its efforts with those of the planning department in order to help such department in 
this endeavor. It shall explore the manner in which the city could promote the use of wind power 
on publicly held land, and in particular, it shall study the feasibility of using city land for the 
generation of energy by wind power.   
 

(b) The commission may undertake other programs relating to energy conservation as 
described in M.G.L. c.40, section 8I.   
(Ord. of 10-14-93, § 1)   
 
Sec. 2-202. Annual report.  
 
The commission shall annually make and publish a report of its studies and recommendations.   
(Ord. of 10-14-93, § 1)   
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ARTICLE XVI. DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 
Sec. 2-203. Established.  
 

Pursuant to G.L. c. 43, § 5 there is hereby established within the municipal government a 
Department of Community Services, consisting of a Director of Community Services and other 
such employees as the Mayor may from time to time determine, subject to sufficient 
appropriation.  The Department of Community Services shall provide staff support to the 
Commission for Citizens with Disabilities, the Human Relations Commission, the Recreation 
Commission, the Board of Park Commissioners and the Council on Aging.  (Ord. of 11-01-06, 
§ 1) 

 
Sec. 2-204. Director of community services-Appointment; compensation.  
 

The Director of Community Services shall be appointed by the Mayor for a term to be 
determined by the Mayor, subject to confirmation by the City Council, and shall qualify by 
oath before entrance upon the duties of the office.  The Director of Community Services shall 
perform such duties and receive compensation as may be determined by the Mayor and City 
Council. (Ord. of 11-01-06, § 1) 

 
Sec. 2-205. Same-Duties.  
 
The Director of Community Services shall: 
 

(1) Advise the Mayor and provide assistance to appropriate boards on issues regarding 
delivery of community services, including governmental and local community service 
programs. 

 
(2) Follow legislation and budget issues on State and Federal levels likely to impact the 

community service needs of City residents. 
 
 

(3) Coordinate and follow through on interdepartmental activities involving such 
community service issues such as homelessness, safe streets, adequate housing, 
adult education and job training, teen pregnancy, immunization, extended school day 
programming, high school dropout rate, hunger, substance abuse, elderly services, 
recreational programs and Americans with Disabilities Act. 
 

(4) Serve as resource to the Mayor on needs and concerns of the City’s low/moderate      
income and homeless populations and the needs and concerns of the City’s elderly 
and disabled populations. 

 
(5) Apply for and administer State, Federal and/or private (e.g. foundation) grants or 

gifts that will enable the City to increase and enhance the capacity of its resources for 
community service programming. 

 
(6) Identify issues and program initiatives requiring Mayoral approval with regard to 

community services. 
 
(7) At the Mayor’s discretion, serve as his liaison to the local and regional community 

services provider community and State and Federal and community service 
governmental departments. 

 
(8) Respond to the scene of major crises, such as fire, major accidents and natural 

disasters, to provide crisis intervention and emotional support to affected parties, and 
coordinate the provision of extended services with other City departments and 
appropriate agencies in the community. 
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(9) Perform such duties as may be lawfully delegated by the boards and commissions of 

the City, including but not limited to: the Recreation Commission, the Commission for 
Citizens with Disabilities, the Human Relations Commission, the Board of Park 
Commissioners and the Council on Aging. Said duties shall be performed in 
accordance with the requirements of the delegating authority and the applicable code 
or law.    

 
(10) Except as otherwise provided by law, the Director of Community Services shall                 

employ such persons as may be necessary and approved by the Mayor to carry out 
the duties of the department. 

 
       (11) Perform such duties as are incidental to the office.  (Ord. of 11-01-06, § 1) 

 
Sec. 2-206. Annual report.  
 

The Director of Community Services shall annually make a report of the activities of the 
department pursuant to Section 2-6 of this code.  (Ord. of 11-01-06, § 1) 
 

 
ARTICLE XVII. INSPECTIONAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 
Sec. 2-207 Established. 
 

Pursuant to G.L. c. 43, § 5 there is hereby established within the municipal government an 
inspectional services department, which shall be responsible for the performance of building 
inspections, wire inspections, minimum housing inspections, sanitarian inspections, sealer of 
weights and measures inspections, plumbing and gas fitting inspectors, gas piping and gas 
appliances inspectors. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-208  Appointment of Commissioner. 
 

The department of inspectional services shall be under the charge of an officer known as 
the commissioner of inspectional services, who shall be appointed by the mayor for a term to be 
determined by the mayor, subject to confirmation by the city council and shall qualify by oath 
before entrance upon the duties of the office.   The commissioner of inspectional services shall 
perform such duties and receive such compensation as may be determined by the mayor and city 
council. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-209 Commissioner – Powers and duties   
  

(a) The commissioner of inspectional services shall serve as the executive head of the 
inspectional services department and shall be responsible for supervising the 
inspector of buildings, wire inspectors, minimum housing inspectors, sealer or 
weights and measures, plumbing and gas fitting inspectors, gas piping and gas 
appliances inspectors and other departmental staff. 

 
(b) Except as otherwise provided by law, the commissioner of inspectional services shall 

employ such persons as may be necessary and approved by the mayor to carry out 
the duties of the department. 

 
(c) The commissioner of inspectional services shall conduct a meeting on a weekly basis 

and shall summon to such meeting any and all department heads, inspectors, or 
other employees including but not limited to: local building inspectors, wire 
inspectors, plumbing and gas inspectors, minimum housing inspectors, sanitarians, 
commissioner of public infrastructure, city planner, conservation agent and airport 
director to review pending building permits and to discuss proposed commercial 
developments.  
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(d) The commissioner of inspectional services shall keep records of all plans, permit 
applications and records pertaining to inspections conducted by the inspectional 
services department. 

 
(e) Perform such other duties as are incident to the office. 

(Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-210 Other inspectional duties  
 

The commissioner of inspectional services, under the direction of the mayor, shall oversee 
the performance of such inspectional duties as may be lawfully delegated to him by the several 
commissioners, departments, boards and commissions of the city, including but not limited to: the 
board of health.  The inspectional duties shall be performed in accordance with the requirements 
of the delegating authority and the applicable code or law. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-211 Transfer of Certain Boards to Department 
 

The inspectional services department will provide technical and clerical support to the 
zoning board of appeals and the building board of appeals, and shall perform the duties designated 
by said boards, however, the zoning board of appeals and the building board of appeals shall not 
be under its supervision or control. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-212.  Record and report of departmental business. 
 

The commissioner shall cause to be kept a record of the business of the Inspectional 
Services Department, which business the commissioner shall report to the city council annually in 
the month of January. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  
 

ARTICLE XVIII.  DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP 
 
Sec. 2-213 Established. 
 

Pursuant to G.L. c. 43, § 5 there is hereby established within the municipal government a 
department of environmental stewardship, which shall be responsible for overseeing brownfield 
and other environmental planning projects for the city and for providing assistance to the 
conservation commission. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-214  Appointment of Director. 
 

The department of environmental stewardship shall be under the charge of an officer 
known as the director of environmental stewardship, who shall be appointed by the Mayor for a 
term to be determined by the mayor, subject to confirmation by the city council and shall qualify 
by oath before entrance upon the duties of the office.  The director of environmental stewardship 
shall perform such duties and  receive such compensation as may be determined by the mayor 
and city council.  (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  
 
Sec. 2-215 Director – Powers and duties   
  

(a) The director of environmental stewardship shall serve as the executive head of the 
department of environmental stewardship and shall be responsible for supervising all 
departmental staff. 

 
(b) Except as otherwise provided by law, the director of environmental stewardship shall 

employ such persons as may be necessary and approved by the mayor to carry out 
the duties of the department. 
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(c) The director of environmental stewardship shall maintain records of all projects 

pertaining to the environmental stewardship department. 
 
(d) Perform such other duties as are incident to the office. 

(Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-216 Other inspectional duties  
 
 The director of environmental stewardship, under the direction of the mayor, shall oversee the 
performance of such duties as may be lawfully delegated to him by the conservation commission.  
The duties shall be performed in accordance with the requirements of the delegating authority and 
the applicable code or law. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
 Sec. 2-217.  Record and report of departmental business. 
 

The director of environmental stewardship shall annually make a report of the activities of 
the department pursuant to section 2-6 of this code. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 

   
ARTICLE XIX. ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 

 
Sec. 2-218 Established. 
 

Pursuant to G.L. c. 43, § 5 there is hereby established within the municipal government an 
engineering department, which shall be responsible for the performance and oversight of all 
engineering functions for the city. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-219  Appointment of City Engineer. 
 

The engineering department shall be under the charge of an officer known as the city 
engineer, who shall be appointed by the mayor for a term to be determined by the mayor, subject 
to confirmation by the city council.  The city engineer shall perform such duties and receive such 
compensation as may be determined by the mayor and city council.  (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  
 
Sec. 2-220 City Engineer – Qualifications 
 Any person appointed as city engineer shall have not less than a bachelors degree in 
engineering, a minimum of five years management experience and shall be a licensed professional 
engineer.  (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-221 City Engineer – Powers and duties   
  

(a) The city engineer shall serve as the executive head of the engineering department 
and shall be responsible for performing and/or overseeing all engineering work  for 
the city. 

(b) The city engineer shall have charge of all work performed within  public ways, any 
sewer construction or repair work and any work performed on ways located within a 
subdivision, to ensure compliance with city ordinances, permits, regulations, policies 
and procedures.  

(c) The city engineer shall grant permits for the cutting or alteration of curbings and 
also for the laying of granolithic sidewalks, which granolithic permits shall not be 
granted until the commissioner has received an indemnity bond, as required by 
ordinance, with good and sufficient sureties. 

(d) The city engineer shall be responsible for: 
(1)  Causing to be drawn the specifications for all construction work and cause to 

be made all surveys, measurements, levels, designs, estimates and plans 
pertaining to the streets, drains, sewers, bridges and lands of the city;   

(2)  Furnishing said specifications and make such surveys, measurements, 
designs, levels, estimates and plans when required so to do by the mayor, 
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the city council, or any committee thereof, or any administrative board or 
officer having the same in charge;   

(3)    Furnishing the city solicitor, at such solicitor's request, with descriptions of 
lands, and with the details concerning any proposed taking of lands, or the 
location, widening, alteration or discontinuance of streets;   

(4)  When required to do so by the mayor, by the city council, or any committee 
thereof, or any administrative board or officer of the city having the same in 
charge, measure or cause to be measured, all work done by contract for the 
city, and certify to the same;   

(5)   Performing such other duties as are incident to such duties;   
(6)  Furnishing all data for the preparation of all orders and other papers relating 

to drains, sewers or streets.   
(7)  Upon the completion of work under the authority of law or any order of the 

mayor or council authorizing the assessment of betterments, the city 
engineer shall draw up a statement setting forth the cost of said work and 
such other facts as may be deemed necessary for the levying of such 
assessment for betterments, and shall cause to be prepared the necessary 
plans for assessments showing the damages if any paid for land and 
buildings, taken, and report the same to the mayor and council.  

(8)  The city engineer shall keep a record alphabetically arranged of all highways 
in the city; and shall designate numbers to be affixed to or inscribed on 
buildings.   

(9)   Record of notices, of defects in streets; repairs. The city engineer shall keep 
a record of the notices of defects in streets sent to such city engineer, with 
the name of the person giving the notice, and the time when given, and 
shall without delay cause the locality of the alleged defect to be examined, 
and if the defect is of such a character as to endanger the safety of public 
travel shall instruct the commissioner of public infrastructure to do whatever 
may be necessary to protect the public from injury by the defect and cause 
it to be immediately repaired.  

(10) Record of real estate transactions. It shall be the duty of the city engineer to  
make a daily record of all transfers of real estate within the city limits on the 
plans and indexes of the engineering department and to make such 
corrections and changes as may be necessary in the assessors' plots.   

(11)  All plans, delineations, estimates and reports, together with all field books, 
notes and other memoranda made by the city engineer or any of the city 
engineer's assistants in connection with their official duties, shall be and 
remain the property of the city, and it shall be the duty of the city engineer 
to preserve the same, properly classified and indexed.   

 
(e) Except as otherwise provided by law, the city engineer shall employ such persons as 

may be necessary and approved by the mayor to carry out the duties of the 
department. 

 
(f) The city engineer shall perform such other duties as are incident to the office. 

(Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-222.  Record and report of departmental business. 
 

The city engineer shall annually make a report of the activities of the department pursuant 
to section 2-6 of this code.  (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)    
 

ARTICLE XX. PUBLIC FACILITIES DEPARTMENT 
 
Sec. 2-223 Established. 
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Pursuant to G.L. c. 43, § 5 there is hereby established within the municipal government a 

public facilities department, which shall be responsible for maintaining all public buildings and 
facilities, including but not limited to public cemeteries, trees, parks and public places,  performing 
traffic functions and oversee the municipal collection of solid waste, recyclables and other wastes. 
(Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-224  Appointment of Commissioner. 
 

The department of public facilities shall be under the charge of an officer known as the 
commissioner of public facilities, who shall be appointed by the mayor for a term to be determined 
by the mayor, subject to confirmation by the city council and shall qualify by oath before entrance 
upon the duties of the office.   The commissioner of public facilities shall perform such duties and 
receive such compensation as may be determined by the mayor and city council. (Ord. of 7-21-03, 
§ 1)  

  
Sec. 2-225 Commissioner – Powers and duties   
  

(a) The commissioner of public facilities services shall serve as the executive head of 
the public facilities department and shall be responsible for supervising all 
departmental staff. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided by law, the commissioner of public facilities shall 
employ such persons as may be necessary and approved by the mayor to carry out 
the duties of the department.  
The commissioner of public facilities shall, with the exception of the city council 
chamber and antechamber which shall be under the care and custody of the city 
council but maintained by the public facilities manager, have the care, custody, 
management, and maintenance of the municipal building and of all other city-
owned buildings not specifically given into the custody of any other municipal 
department, board or commission. The supervisor of custodians shall be under the 
commissioner of public facilities direct supervision and control and the 
commissioner of public facilities shall purchase all supplies required by public 
facilities, including so-called, janitor supplies. 
 

(c)The commissioner of public facilities shall also have charge of the construction, 
alteration and repairs of all public buildings.   

(1) At the written request of any officer, board or committee, the commissioner 
of public facilities shall examine plans for any proposed alteration, or repairs 
of any public building, and the commissioner of public facilities shall report 
in writing the commissioner’s recommendations and an estimate of the cost 
of the work to said officer, board or committee.   

(2) Before any bids are obtained for the construction, alteration or repair of any 
public building, the commissioner of public facilities shall carefully examine 
the plans and the specifications for the same, and shall certify in writing 
officer, board or committee in charge, whether said plans and specifications 
are sufficient and complete for the purpose intended.  

(3) The commissioner of public facilities shall examine all bills rendered for work 
performed and materials furnished in the construction, alteration and repair 
of public buildings, where such work is done under such officer's charge, and 
shall certify to the correctness of the same, and no bill for such work or 
materials shall be paid without such certificate. 

(4) The commissioner of public facilities shall report failure by any contractor to 
properly perform any contract for construction, alteration or repair of any 
public building according to plans and specifications.  The commissioner of 
public facilities shall report the same at once, in writing, to the officer, board 
or committee having the same in charge, and to the city solicitor.   

 
(c) The commissioner of public facilities shall have charge of the collection and disposal 

of ashes, trash, garbage, refuse and rubbish and shall be empowered to adopt rules 
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for the control of the storage, collection, transportation and disposal of all garbage, 
burnable and nonburnable material, rubbish, refuse, ashes, trash or waste matter.  

 
(d) The commissioner of public facilities shall perform the duties of tree warden and 

forester and have the care and control of all public shade trees and the planting, 
trimming and cutting thereof except so far as is otherwise required by statute. 

 
(e) The commissioner of public facilities shall have the charge of the city yard, the 

municipal garage, and all tools, appliances and apparatus used by the department of 
public facilities.   
 

(f) The commissioner of public facilities shall keep records of all plans, permit 
applications and other records pertaining to public facilities. 

 
(g) Perform such other duties as are incident to the office. 

(Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-226 Other inspectional duties  
 
 The commissioner of public facilities, under the direction of the mayor, shall oversee the 
performance of such duties as may be lawfully delegated to him by the several commissioners, 
departments, boards and commissions of the city, including but not limited to: the board of park 
commissioners, the cemetery board and the traffic commission.  Said duties shall be performed in 
accordance with the requirements of the delegating authority and the applicable code or law. (Ord. 
of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-227 Transfer of Certain Boards to Department 
 
 The public facilities department will provide technical and clerical support to the board of park 
commissioners the cemetery board and the traffic commission, and shall perform the duties 
designated by said board, however, the water board shall not be under its supervision or control. 
(Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-228.  Record and report of departmental business. 
 
 The commissioner shall annually make a report of the activities of the department pursuant to 
section 2-6 of this code. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 

ARTICLE XXI. PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE DEPARTMENT 
 
Sec. 2-229 Established. 
 

Pursuant to G.L. c. 43, § 5 there is hereby established within the municipal government a 
public infrastructure department, which shall be responsible for maintaining and improving city 
systems and facilities relating to drinking water and wastewater and drainage and maintaining  
public layouts within the city. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-230  Appointment of Commissioner. 
 

The department of public infrastructure shall be under the charge of an officer known as the 
commissioner of public infrastructure, who shall be appointed by the mayor for a term to be 
determined by the mayor, subject to confirmation by the city council and shall qualify by oath 
before entrance upon the duties of the office.   The commissioner of public infrastructure shall 
perform such duties and receive such compensation as may be determined by the mayor and city 
council.  (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 

  
Sec. 2-231 Commissioner – Powers and duties   
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(a) The commissioner of public infrastructure shall serve as the executive head of the 

public facilities department and shall be responsible for supervising all departmental 
staff. 

 
(b) Except as otherwise provided by law, the commissioner of public infrastructure shall 

employ such persons as may be necessary and approved by the mayor to carry out 
the duties of the department. 

 
(c) The commissioner of public infrastructure shall be responsible for keeping public 

ways clean and in good condition and repair. 
 

(d) The commissioner of public infrastructure shall exercise general control over the 
maintenance of streets and sewers and drinking water. 

 
(e) The commissioner of public infrastructure shall be empowered to adopt rules for use 

of the city’s wastewater collection system. 
 

(f) commissioner of public infrastructure shall keep the railings and wearing  surface of 
bridges in good order, and shall remove all dirt, snow and ice from the sidewalks; 
shall keep all bridges and the abutments, guards, draws and wharves thereof, clean 
and in good condition and repair.   

 
(g) The commissioner of public infrastructure shall keep records of all plans, permit 

applications and other records pertaining to public infrastructure. 
 

(h) Perform such other duties as are incident to the office. 
(Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-232 Other inspectional duties  
 
 The commissioner of public infrastructure, under the direction of the mayor, shall oversee the 
performance of such duties as may be lawfully delegated to him by the several commissioners, 
departments, boards and commissions of the city, including but not limited to: the water board.  
Said duties shall be performed in accordance with the requirements of the delegating authority and 
the applicable code or law. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-233 Transfer of Certain Boards to Department 
 
 The public infrastructure department will provide technical and clerical support to the water 
board, and shall perform the duties designated by said board, however, the water board shall not 
be under its supervision or control. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 2-234.  Record and report of departmental business. 
 
 The commissioner shall annually make a report of the activities of the department pursuant to 
section 2-6 of this code.  (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  
 
Sec. 2-235. CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER – Appointed 
 
The Chief Financial Officer shall be appointed by the Mayor with the approval of a majority of the 
City Council for a term of three (3) years.  The Chief Financial Officer shall report to and be under 
the direction of the Mayor.  Before entering upon the duties of the office the person shall be 
sworn to faithfully discharge the duties thereof. 
 
Sec. 2-236. Chief Financial Officer – Duties. 
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A. The Chief Financial Officer shall exercise continuous scrutiny of the expenditures and 

revenues in conformance with the City’s budget and generally accepted Municipal 
accounting standards. 

 
B. The powers and duties of the Chief Financial Officer shall include the following: 

coordination, administration, and supervision of all financial services and activities; 
assistance  in all matters   related  to Municipal financial affairs; implementation and 
maintenance of uniform systems, controls, and procedures for all financial activities in all 
Municipal Departments, Boards, Commissions, Agencies or other units of City 
Government, the operations which have a financial impact upon the general fund of the 
City, and including, but not limited to, maintenance of all financial and accounting data 
and records; implementation and maintenance of uniform systems and financial data  
processing capabilities for all departments; supervision of all financial data processing 
activities; implementation and maintenance of uniform budget guidelines and 
procedures; assistance in development and preparation of all department budgets and 
spending plans; review, compilation and recommendations for all department budgets, 
the budgets or spending plans for all other activities of the City, requests for 
supplemental appropriations and requests for transfers or revenue or appropriations, 
prior to submission to the Mayor and City Council; oversight of full and fair cash 
valuations and classifications of all property; review of all proposed contracts and 
obligations with a term in excess of one (1) year;  monitoring of the expenditure of all 
funds, including periodic reporting by or to appropriate bodies or agencies of the status 
of accounts; review of the spending plan for each department or activity of the City as 
provided herein; supervision of the allotment of funds on a periodic basis; management 
of relationships with outside financial agencies, including bond rating agencies and 
Security and Exchange Commission (SEC) filing requirements; oversight of debt and 
presentations to allow for successful sale; analysis and recommendation of all capital 
spending in accordance with City Ordinances; direct participation in and advice on labor 
contract bargaining; advice and recommendation to Mayor and City Council with respect 
to procurement contract strategy and structure for long term contracts for water and 
sewer utilities operations, and negotiation of terms and conditions; review of and make 
recommendations for all proposed Tax Increment Financing Agreement and Special Tax 
Assessments for potential certified projects in Economic Opportunity Area; compliance 
with all financial requirements as contained in Massachusetts General Laws and generally 
accepted Municipal accounting procedures.  In all cases where the duty is not expressly 
charged to any other department or office, it shall be the duty of the Chief Financial 
Officer to promote, secure, and preserve the financial interests of the City. 

  
D. The Chief Financial Officer shall have direct oversight and supervisory authority over the 

professional finance staff of the following departments: Assessing, Auditor, Purchasing    
Agent, Management Information Systems (M.I.S.) and Treasurer/Collector, and shall 
report directly to the Mayor. 

 
C. For each and every proposed appropriation order, and with respect to any proposed City  

Council vote necessary to effectuate a financial transfer, ordinance revision, or special     
legislation which may require the expenditure of funds or otherwise financially obligate 
the City for a period in excess of one (1) year, or with respect to a vote to authorize a 
borrowing pursuant to a provision of law other than Sections four, six, or six A of 
Chapter 44 of the General Laws, the Chief Financial Officer shall, if it be the case, submit 
in writing to the Mayor and City Council a certification that it is his/her professional 
opinion, after an evaluation of all pertinent financial information reasonably available, 
that the City’s financial resources and revenues are and will continue to be adequate to 
support such proposed expenditures or obligations without a detrimental impact on the 
continuous provision of the existing level of Municipal services.  If the Chief Financial 
Officer fails to provide a certification as aforementioned within seven (7) days of a 
request for such certification from the City Council or Mayor, such appropriation order, 
financial transfer, Ordinance revision, special legislation or borrowing authorization may 
nonetheless be approved. 
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Sec. 2-237. Chief Financial Officer – Qualifications. 
 

A. The person appointed Chief Financial Officer shall be a graduate of an accredited college 
or university, with a Masters Degree in Business Administration, Accounting or Finance or 
especially suited by equivalent education, training and experience to perform the duties 
of the office, and have a minimum of eight (8) years experience in a senior management 
role.  This position is specifically exempted from the residency requirements of Article II, 
Section 19-21; however, New Bedford residents will be preferred. 

 
 

Chapter 3 
 

AIRPORTS AND AIRCRAFT 
   
Art. I.  In General, § § 3-1-3-19   
Art. II.  Airport Approach Regulations, § § 3-20-3-27   
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 
Sec. 3-1. New Bedford Airport Commission-Appointment, qualifications and 
compensation of members.   
 

(a) The New Bedford Airport Commission shall be comprised of nine  (9) members, who 
shall be appointed by the mayor subject to confirmation by the city council.   
 

(b) At least two  (2) of the nine  (9) members shall have experience in aeronautics, as 
defined in Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 90, section 35.   
 

(c) The members of said commission shall serve without pay or other remuneration except 
for the chairman, who will be compensation at a rate of two thousand five hundred dollars 
($2,500.00) annually.   
(Code 1963, § 3-701; Ord. of 6-13-96, § 1)  

State Law Reference-Authority to establish, etc., M.G.L.A. c. 90, § 51E.   
 
Sec. 3-2. Same-Terms of office of members.  
 

When the term of any member of the airport commission expires, his successor shall be 
appointed to serve for the term of three  (3) years and, in each instance, until the qualification of 
his successor.   
(Code 1963, § 3-702; Ord. of 5-10-84, § 1)   
 
Sec. 3-3. Same-Clerk.  
 

The clerk at the municipal airport shall serve as clerk of the airport commission and shall 
keep such records as the commission may prescribe.   
(Code 1963, § 3-705)   
 
Sec. 3-4. Same-Duties.  
 

The airport commission shall have the care, custody, control and management of all real 
and personal property heretofore purchased or procured, or which may be hereafter acquired for 
municipal airport purposes, and shall perform such other duties as may be legally delegated to it 
by the city council or statutory enactment.   
( Code 1963, § 3-703)  
 
Sec. 3-5. Same-Prior authorization for leases.  
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No lease of the airport or any part thereof shall be executed in behalf of the city without 
prior authorization of the mayor and city council.   
(Code 1963, § 3-704)  

State Law Reference-Leasing authority, M.G.L.A. c. 90, § 51F. 
 

Sec. 3-6. Airport Enterprise Fund. 
 

There is hereby established, within the City of New Bedford, under the provisions of 
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44, Section 53F½, an Airport Enterprise Fund.  Said fund is 
established to account for all receipts, revenues, and funds from any source derived from all 
activities of the enterprise, which shall be deposited in such separate account. 

 
The enterprise fund shall be so designated as to provide an adequate financial 

management system that will accurately account for revenues generated by the system, and 
expenditures for operation and maintenance, including Capitol Improvements based on an 
adequate budget identifying the basis for determining the annual operation and maintenance 
costs and the costs of personnel, material, energy and administration. 

 
The Airport Enterprise Fund shall be maintained by the Treasurer.  The Treasurer may 

invest the funds in such separate account in the manner authorized by Sections 55 and 55A of 
Chapter 44 of the Laws of the Commonwealth.  Any interest earned thereon shall be credited to 
become part of such separate account.  The books and records of the enterprise shall be 
maintained in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles, and in accordance with 
requirements of Section 38 of Chapter 44 of the Laws of the Commonwealth. 

 
No later than one hundred and twenty (120) days prior to the beginning of each fiscal 

year, an estimate of the income for the ensuing fiscal year, and a proposed line item budget of 
the enterprise shall be submitted to the Mayor by the Commissioner.  The Mayor shall submit 
his/her recommendation to the City Council, which shall act upon the budget in the same manner 
as all other budgets.  

 
The City shall include in its tax levy for the fiscal year, the amount appropriated for the 

total expenses of the enterprise, and an estimate of the income to be derived by the operations of 
the enterprise.  If the estimated income is more than the total appropriation, the excess shall be 
appropriated to a separate reserve fund and used for capital expenditures of the enterprise, 
subject to appropriation.  If, during a fiscal year, the enterprise incurs a loss, such loss shall be 
included in the succeeding fiscal year’s budget. 

 
If, during a fiscal year, the enterprise produces a surplus, such surplus shall be kept in 

such separate reserve fund and used for the purposes provided therefore in this section. 
 
No funds contained in the enterprise fund or in the separate reserve fund shall be used to 

create new positions within the City of New Bedford, without the prior approval of the City 
Council.  The Mayor shall, on a quarterly basis, submit to the City Council, a written report of the 
revenues deposited to and expenses paid from the enterprise fund and the separate reserve fund. 
(Ord. of 11-10-04, § 1) 
 
Secs. 3-7 – 3.19. Reserved.   
 

ARTICLE II. AIRPORT APPROACH REGULATIONS* 
 
Sec. 3-20. Definitions.  
 

As used in this article, unless the context otherwise requires:  
                                                 
* Note – Ordinance from which this article is derived was approved by the Massachusetts 
Aeronautics Commission on July 27, 1961, and by the attorney general on Aug. 21, 1961. 
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Administrative agency: The New Bedford Airport Commission.  
 
Airport: The New Bedford Municipal Airport.  
 
Airport approach zone: Any airspace above the areas defined and shown on a map entitled 

"Map of Approach Zones, New Bedford Municipal Airport, New Bedford, Massachusetts," dated 
January 3, 1961, and which is made a part hereof, as provided in Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 90, section 40A.  

 
Airport hazard: Any structure or tree which extends into any airport approach zone.  
 
Structure: Any object or structure installed by persons, including any object regulated or 

licensed under any other provision of law.  
 
Tree: A tree or other object of natural growth.   

(Code 1963, § 9-306)   
 
Sec. 3-21. Purpose.  
 

It is hereby declared that the existence of any airport hazard endangers the lives and 
property of the users of the municipal airport and the occupants of the land in its vicinity, and 
effects a reduction of the area available for the landing, taking off and maneuvering of aircraft, 
thus tending to impair the utility of the airport and the public investment therein. Accordingly, it 
is necessary in the interest of public health, safety and general welfare that the creation, 
establishment or maintenance of airport hazards be prevented by exercise of police power, 
without compensation to any person, except as herein specifically provided.   
(Code 1963, § 9-302)  

 
Sec. 3-22. Administrative agency.  
 

The airport commission is hereby designated as the administrative agency charged with 
the duty of administering and enforcing the regulations herein prescribed. The duties of such 
agency shall include that of hearing and deciding all permits under section 3-26.   
(Code 1963, § 9-301)   
 
Sec. 3-23. Height of structures and trees-Vertical distances at end of runways.  
 

Except as otherwise provided in this article no structure may be erected or altered or any 
tree permitted to grow or be maintained to a height which would exceed the elevation of the end 
of the runway by a vertical distance hereby established for each of the following areas, as shown 
and indicated on the map referred to in section 3-20:  

 
Area A. One-fortieth (1/40) of the shortest horizontal distance from the structure or tree  

(or any part thereof) to a line two hundred (200) feet outward from and parallel to the end of the 
runway within the approach zone in which the structure or tree is located.  

 
Area B. One-fiftieth ( 1/50) of the shortest horizontal distance from the structure or tree   

(or any part thereof) to a line two hundred (200) feet outward from and parallel to the end of the 
runway within the approach zone in which the structure or tree is located.  
 

Area C. One-fortieth (1/40) of the shortest horizontal distance from the structure or tree  
(or any part thereof) to the outer end of Area B, such vertical height to be exclusive of and in 
addition to the vertical height limit permitted at the outer end of Area B, within the approach zone 
in which the structure or tree is located.   
(Code 1963, § 9-303)   
 
Sec. 3-24. Same-Above surface elevations.  
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Except as otherwise provided in this article no structure may be erected or altered or any 
tree permitted to grow or be maintained to a height which would exceed the elevation of the 
horizontal surface, the conical surface, or the transitional surfaces, as hereby established for 
each, as shown and indicated on the map referred to in section 3-20:   
 

(1) Horizontal surface. An elevation of two hundred and twenty-nine (229) feet 
above mean sea level, except that if section 3-23 requires a lower elevation 
within Area A or Area B, at the point in question, such lower elevation shall 
control.   

 
(2) Conical surface. An elevation rising uniformly from two-hundred and twenty-

nine (229) feet above mean sea level from the inner edge of the conical surface   
(being also the outer edge of the horizontal surface) to four hundred and       
seventy-nine (479) feet above mean sea level at the outer edge of the conical  
surface, except that if section 3-23 requires a lower elevation with Area A, Area  
B or Area C at the point in question, such lower elevation shall control.   

 
(3) Transitional surfaces. The elevation of the transitional surfaces shall be that of a 

set of planes sloping upward and outward from the edges of Areas A, B and C to 
meet the horizontal and conical surfaces. Each plane shall rise one foot for 
every seven  (7) feet from the edge of Area A, Area B or Area C, whichever may 
be applicable, measured horizontally at right angles to the nearest runway 
centerline.   

(Code 1963, § 9-303)   
 
Sec. 3-25. Nonconforming use.  
 

The limitations prescribed in this article shall not be construed to require the removal, 
lowering or other change or alteration of any structure or tree not conforming to these regulations 
as of the effective date thereof or otherwise interfere with the continuance on any such 
nonconforming use. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to permit any such 
nonconforming structure or tree to be substantially altered or repaired, rebuilt, allowed to grow or 
replanted so as to become a greater hazard to air navigation than it was on such effective date.   
(Code 1963, § 9-304)   
 
Sec. 3-26. Variances.  
 

Any person desiring to erect or increase the height of any structure, or to permit the 
growth of any tree, in a manner not conforming to the airport approach regulations as herein 
established, or to establish the right so to do, may apply to the airport commission for a variance 
from the regulations applicable to such person's property. Such variance may be allowed where a 
literal application or enforcement of such regulation would result in practical difficulty or 
unnecessary hardship and the relief granted would not be contrary to public interest. Any permit 
or variance granted under this section shall be conditioned as to require the owner of the 
structure or tree to permit the airport commission at its own expense to install, operate and 
maintain suitable obstruction markings or obstruction lights thereon.   
(Code 1963, § 9-307)   
 
Sec. 3-27. Exemptions.  
 

Nothing in this article shall be construed as prohibiting the growth, erection or 
maintenance of any tree or structure to a height up to twenty  (20) feet above the surface of the 
land.   
(Code 1963, § 9-305) 
 

Chapter 4 
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ANIMALS*   

 
Art. I.  In General, § § 4.1-4-18   
Art. II.  Dogs; Rabies Control, § § 4-19-4-37   
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 
Sec. 4-1. Definitions.  
 

As used in this chapter the following terms shall have the respective meanings ascribed to 
them:  

At large: Any dog or other animal shall be deemed to be at large when it is off the 
property of its owner and not under control of a competent person.  

 
Dog pound: Any premises designated by action of the city for the purpose of impounding 

and caring for all animals found running at large in violation of article 11 of this chapter. 
  
Kennel: Any person engaged in the commercial business of breeding, buying, selling or 

boarding dogs and also including every pack or collection of more than three  (3) dogs three  (3) 
months old or over owned or kept by a person on a single premises irrespective of the purpose 
for which they are maintained.  

 
Owner: Any person owning, keeping or harboring any dog or other animal.  
 
Restraint (of dog): A dog is under restraint if it is controlled or at "heel" beside a 

competent person and obedient to that person's commands, on or within a vehicle being driven or 
parked on the streets, or within the property limits of its owner or keeper.  

 
Vicious dog:   

 
(1)  Any dog that, without provocation, approaches in a threatening or terrorizing manner, any 
person in apparent attitude of attack upon the street, sidewalks, or any public grounds or places; 
or   

 
(2)  Any dog with a known propensity, tendency, or disposition to attack without provocation, to 
cause injury, or to otherwise endanger the safety of human beings or domestic animals; or   

 
(3)  Any dog that bites, inflicts injury, assaults or otherwise attacks a human being or domestic 
animal without provocation; or   
 
(4)  Any dog not licensed according to law;   
 
(5)  Any dog trained in dogfighting. Notwithstanding the enumerated criteria above, no dog may 

be declared vicious for inflicting injury or damage on a person committing a  
willful trespass or other tort upon premises occupied by the owner of the dog, or teasing, 
tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the dog, or committing or attempting to commit a crime.   

(Code 1963, § 1-805; Ord. of 8-17-72, § 1; Ord of 8-18-88, § 1; Ord. of 8-20-98, § 1)  
State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 140  § 136A.   

 
Sec. 4-2. Inspectors of animals-Appointment; one to be a veterinarian.  
 

The mayor shall annually in March, nominate one or more inspectors of animals, and 
before April first shall send to the state director of animal health the name, address and 

                                                 
* Cross reference – Riding or driving animals on sidewalks, § 23-10. 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
occupation of each nominee. Such nominee shall not be appointed until approved by such 
director. At least one such inspector shall be a registered veterinarian.   
(Code 1963, § 1-1401)  

State Law Reference-Appointment of inspector required, M.G.L.A. c. 129, § 15.   
 
Sec. 4-3. Same Oath.  
 

Each inspector shall be sworn to the faithful performance of official duties.   
(Code 1963, § 1-1402)  

State Law References-Oath and compensation, M.G.L.A. c. 129, § 17; duties, § 18 et 
seq.   
 
Sec. 4-4. Fowl or livestock at large or grazing in streets.  
 

No person owning or having the care of domestic fowl, or of goats, sheep, swine, horses, 
oxen, cows or other grazing animals, shall permit or suffer the same to go at large or graze in any 
street or public place, or go upon any sidewalk in any street or public place.   
(Code 1963, § 14-129)  

Cross Reference-See  § 4-31 as to restraint of dogs.  
State Law Reference-Permitting animals to trespass on land, M.G.L.A. c. 266, § 118.   

 
Sec. 4-5. Beekeeping.  
 

No person shall knowingly maintain or allow to remain a colony of honey bees in hives, 
other receptacles, trees or other lodging places within the city limits.   
(Code 1963, § 14-162; Ord. of 7-15-76)  

Editor's Note-Section 2 of an ordinance adopted August 18, 1988, deleted former  § 4-5, 
relative to nuisance abatement, and  § 3 of said ordinance renumbered former  § 4-6 as  § 4-5. 
The provisions of former  § 4-5 derived from Code 1963, § 1-816, § 1 of an Ord. of 8-17-72; and  
§ 1 of an Ord. of 4-24-80.  

 
Secs. 4-6-4-18. Reserved.  
 

ARTICLE II. DOGS; RABIES CONTROL* 
 
Sec. 4-19. Regular Licensing.  
 
All dogs shall be licensed annually before February 1 in the office of the City Clerk.  The fee for 
licensing shall be $10 if spayed or neutered and $20 if unaltered plus any applicable surcharges.  
There shall be a discount of the annual fee of $5 upon proof of behavioral training certification, 
American Temperament Test Society certification or AKC Canine Good Citizen certification.  Such 
proof must be presented annually for discount to be applicable.  Documentation of active 
insurance policy must be provided at time of licensing for dangerous or vicious dogs required 
under section 4-29(f).  No kennel license of 5 dogs or more shall be issued in any residentially 
zoned area.  ( Ord. of 12-17-92, § 1; Ord. of 10-23-05, § 3)   
 
Sec. 4-20. Enforcement officers designated.  
 

The provisions of this article shall be enforced by the dog officer of the city and may be 
enforced by any police officer or parking supervisor of the city.   
( Code 1963, § 1-821; Ord. of 8-17-72, § 1; Ord. of 4-24-80, §2)  

State Law Reference-As to special police officers for Animal Rescue League of New 
Bedford, see M.G.L.A. c. 22C, § 57.   
                                                 
* Editor’s note – Sections 4-11 of an ordinance adopted Aug. 18, 1988, substantially amended 
the provisions of Art. II by the deletion, renumbering and revision of various provisions.  Former 
history notation has been retained when possible.  See the Code Comparative Table for specific 
disposition of said ordinance. 
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Sec. 4-21. Dog officers-Designation; contract with nonprofit corporation; duties.  
 

The mayor shall annually on May 1 designate one or more dog officers, who may be police 
officers or constables, and who, except as herein provided, shall hold office for one year or until 
their successors are qualified. The mayor shall forthwith submit to the county commissioners the 
names and addresses of such officers.  

 
The mayor may, instead of appointing dog officers as hereinbefore provided, enter into a 

contract with a nonprofit corporation incorporated exclusively for the purpose of protecting 
animals from cruelty, neglect or abuse, to perform the duties required of dog officers, which 
contract shall be subject to the approval of the city council. In any such case, the payments to 
such corporation under the terms of the contract shall be in full for all services rendered by it in 
such capacity.  

 
Each dog officer or corporation appointed under this section shall also attend to all com-

plaints or other matters pertaining to dogs in addition to the duties imposed by such officer's or 
corporation's warrant.   
(Code 1963, § § 1-801, 1-802, 1-803; Ord. of 8-18-88, § 4)  

State Law Reference-Designation required, M.G.L.A., c. 140, § § 151, 151A.   
 
Sec. 4-22. Same-flight of entry and removal of animal.  
 

In the discharge of the duties imposed by this chapter, the dog officer shall have the 
authority at all reasonable times to enter upon any premises (but such authority should not 
include the right to enter any residence on such premises) to examine a dog or other animal 
which is allegedly in violation of a provision of this article. Such dog officer shall have the  
further authority to take possession of any such dog or other animal and remove it from such 
premises.  
 

It shall be the duty of the dog officer to keep, or cause to be kept, accurate and detailed 
records of the impoundment and disposition of all animals coming into such officer's custody.  

 
It shall be the duty of the dog officer to keep, or cause to be kept, accurate and detailed 

records of all bite cases reported to such officer and such officer's investigation of the same.   
(Code 1963, § § 1-818, 1-820; Ord. of 8-17-72, § 1; Ord. of 8-18-88, § 6)   
 
Sec. 4-23. Same-Interference by others.  
 

No person shall interfere with, hinder or molest the dog officer in the performance of such 
officer's duties, or seek to release any animal in the custody of the dog officer, except as herein 
provided.   
(Code 1963, § 1-819; Ord. of 8-17-72, § 1; Ord. of 8-18-88, § 7)   
 
Sec. 4.24. Same-Removal.  
 

Any dog officer who fails to comply with the terms of such officer's warrant shall forthwith 
be removed from office by the mayor, and notice of such removal shall forthwith be given to the 
county commissioners.   
(Code 1963, § 1-804; Ord. of 8-18-88, § 7)   
 
Sec. 4.25. Penalties.   
 

(a) Except as otherwise provided herein or by law, any person convicted of violating any 
provision of this article pertaining to licensing and restraining of dogs may be punished by the 
imposition of a fine not exceeding twenty-five dollars ($25.00), and if such violation be continued, 
each violation may constitute a separate offense.   
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(b) In addition to the provisions of section 4-33, the enforcement officer may issue a 

citation of offense to the owner of a dog found running at large. Said citation shall carry a 
punishment fine of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per offense.   
 

(c) Said fines shall be issued under the provisions of section 17-18, the ticketing by-law.   
(Code 1963, § 1-822; Ord. of 8-17-72, § 1; Ord. of 7-18-74, § 2; Ord. of 6-24-82, § 1; Ord. of 8-
18-88. § 7; Ord. of 12-17-92, § 2)  

State Law Reference-Penalties, M.G.L.A. c. 140, § 173A.   
 
Sec. 4.26. Complaints.  
 

All complaints made under the provisions of this article shall be made to the dog officer.   
(Code 1963, § 1-817 (c); Ord. of 8-17-72, § 1; Ord. of 7-18-74, § 1; Ord. of 8-18-88, § 7)  
 
Sec. 4-27. Exemptions.   
 

(a) Hospitals, clinics and other premises operated by licensed veterinarians for the care 
and treatment of animals are exempt from the provisions of this article except where expressly 
stated.   
 

(b) The vaccination requirements of this article shall not apply to any dog belonging to a 
nonresident of the city and kept within the city for not longer than thirty  (30) days, provided all 
such dogs shall at all times while in the city be kept within a building, enclosure or vehicle, or be 
under restraint by the owner.   
(Code 1963, § 1-814; Ord. of 8-17-72, § 1; Ord. of 8-18-88, § 7)   
 
Sec. 4-28. Restraint of dogs; nuisance abatement; notice to remove or destroy dog.  
 

No person owning or harboring a dog shall suffer or allow it to run at large in any of the 
streets or public places in the city or allow it upon the premises of anyone other than the owner 
or keeper of such dog without the permission of the owner or occupant of such premises. No dog 
shall be permitted in any street or public place within the city unless it is effectively restrained as 
above defined by a chain or leash not exceeding seven  (7) feet.  

 
The keeping or harboring of any dog or other animal, whether licensed or not, which by 

habitual howling, yelping, barking or other noise disturbs or annoys any considerable number of 
persons or neighborhood is unlawful, and is hereby declared to be a public nuisance and each day 
shall constitute a separate offense. The provisions of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 140 
shall be applicable.  

 
It shall be the duty of each person who owns, possesses or controls a dog or any other 

animal, to remove and dispose of any feces left by such person's dog or other animal, on any 
sidewalk, street or any other area to which the public has access. It shall be the duty of each 
person who owns, possesses or controls a dog or any other animal, to remove and dispose of any 
feces left by such person's dog or other animal on private property abutting a public way while 
such person's dog or animal is under restraint, control or command. This subsection shall not 
apply to a guide dog accompanying any blind person.  

 
On complaint made to the dog officer of any dog owned or kept within the city, which 

shall, by barking, biting, howling or in any way or manner endanger the safety or disturb the 
quiet of any person whomsoever, the dog officer shall, on such complaint, if satisfied that good 
cause exists thereof, issue notice thereof to the person owning or keeping such dog; and in case 
such person shall, after such notice, neglect to cause such dog to be forthwith removed and kept 
beyond the limits of the city or to be killed, such person shall be subject to the penalty provided 
in section 17-18, the ticketing by-law.  
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If any person, after being convicted under the provisions of this section, shall still neglect 

or refuse to kill or remove such dog beyond the limits of the city, it shall be the duty of the dog 
officer to cause such dog to be killed.  

 
It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly keep or harbor any dog which barks, howls or 

yelps in such a manner as to materially disturb or annoy persons in the neighborhood who are of 
ordinary sensibilities. Such dogs are hereby declared to be a public nuisance.  
 

Whenever any person shall complain to the police department or dog officer that a dog 
which excessively barks, howls or yelps is being kept by any person in the city, the police 
department or dog officer shall notify the owner of such dog that a complaint has been received 
and that the person should take whatever steps necessary to alleviate the howling, yelping or 
barking.  
 

If after three  (3) complaints in a calendar year is given to the person alleged to be 
keeping a dog as set forth above, then a verified complaint may be presented to the police 
department or dog officer, alleging that a dog which excessively barks, howls or yelps is being 
kept by a person within the city. The police department or dog officer shall notify the owner of 
such dog that such verified complaint has been received and shall cite the owner of the dog for 
the violation alleged in such petition pursuant to section 17-180).   
(Code 1963, § § 1-806, 1-816, 7-121, 7-122; Ord. of 8-17-72, § 1; Ord. of 4-24-80, § 1; Ord. of 
8-18-88, § § 7, 8; Ord. of 12-17-92, § 5; Ord. of 12-21-95, § 1)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A- c. 140, § 157.   
 
Sec. 4-29. Dangerous and vicious dogs.   
(a) Definition.  A “dangerous dog” or “vicious dog” as used in this section, shall mean: 
 

1. Any dog that has bitten or attacked any person or has attempted to bite or attack any 
person.  A dog shall be deemed to be attempting to attack, if it is restrained by a 
leash, fence or other means, and it is clear from the dog’s excited actions that only 
the presence of the leash, fence, or other means of restraint is preventing the dog 
from making an immediate attack. 

 
2. Any dog with a known propensity, tendency or disposition to attack, to cause injury 

to, or to otherwise threaten the safety of domestic animals. 
 

3. Any dog whether leashed or not which, in a vicious or terrorizing manner, approaches 
any person in an apparent attitude of attack upon the streets, sidewalks, or any public 
grounds or places. 

 
4. Any dog owned or harbored primarily or in the past for the purpose of dog fighting or 

any trained for dog fighting. 
 

5. The determination that a dog is dangerous or vicious under this section shall be in the 
discretion of the Animal Control Officer and the Animal Control Officer shall notify the 
owner of any such determination. 

 
Except that no dog shall be considered dangerous or vicious if: 
 

1. A human being who, at the time the injury was sustained, was committing criminal 
trespass or other tort upon premises occupied by the owner of the dog, or was 
teasing, tormenting, abusing or assaulting the dog, or was committing or attempting 
to commit a crime. 

 
2. A domestic animal, which, at the time the injury was sustained, was teasing, 

tormenting, abusing or assaulting the dog. 
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3. A domestic animal while the dog was working as a hunting dog, herding dog, or 

predator control dog on the property of or under the control of its owner, and the 
injury was to a species or type of domestic animal appropriate to the work of the dog. 

 
4. The dog was protecting or defending a person within the immediate vicinity of the dog 

from an attack or assault. 
 

5. The actions of the dog under the consideration occurred under official duties as a 
military, correctional, or police dog. 

 
6. In the discretion of the Animal Control Officer, the dog acted in reaction to pain or 

injury; or was protecting itself, its kennel or its offspring. 
 
(b) Duties of Animal Control when dog is deemed dangerous.  When a dog is deemed to be 

dangerous or vicious, the Animal Control Officer shall order all of the following: 
 

1. Spay or neutering, if the animal is not already altered.  The animal will be exempt 
from such an order if a veterinarian certifies in a written statement that the animal is 
unfit for alterations because of medical conditions. 

 
2. Microchip identification, if the animal is not already microchipped. 

 
3. Behavior training from a certified behaviorist, as determined by the Office of Animal 

Control; and 
 

4. Rabies vaccination as required by Chapter 140 § 145B of the General Laws, if the 
animal is not up to date on its annual vaccinations, as certified by a licensed 
veterinarian. 

 
(c) Outdoor confinement.  No person shall own, keep or harbor, or allow to be upon any premises 

occupied by him under his charge or control, any vicious dog; or any dog of a cross, 
dangerous or ferocious disposition, or a dog that may manifest a disposition to bite, without it 
being confined to a proper enclosure. 

 
For purposes of this subsection, a proper enclosure shall mean a securely enclosed pen or 
structure suitably padlocked to reasonably prevent the entry of any person to enter or release 
the dog that is not authorized by the dog’s owner and designed to prevent escape by the dog.  
The proper enclosure shall also have secure sides and top and shall provide protection and 
shelter for the dog from the elements and weather.  Said proper enclosure must be a chain 
link structure or pen of dimensions at least 12 feet by 12 feet and 6 feet high containing a 
solid floor sufficient to prevent the dog’s escape by digging or breaking floor.  The proper 
enclosure must be inspected and approved by the Animal Control Department before use of 
said proper enclosure satisfies the requirements of this subsection. 
 
Whenever the dog is removed from its’ proper enclosure, the dog shall be securely muzzled 
and leashed on a leash no longer than 4 feet in length.  The dog must be under control of a 
responsible person 18 years of age or older.  No such dogs are allowed on or within 500 feet 
of any City parks, playgrounds whether at-large or under restraint. 

 
(d) Indoor confinement.  No vicious dog may be kept on a porch, patio, or in any part of a house 

or structure that would allow the dog to exit such building on its own volition.  In addition, no 
such animal may be kept in a house or structure when the windows are open or when screen 
windows or screen doors are the only obstacles preventing the dog from exiting the structure. 

 
(e) Signs.  All owners, keepers, or harborers of vicious dogs shall display in a prominent place on 

their premises a sign easily readable by the public, using the words “Beware of Dog.”  In 
addition, a similar sign is required to be posted on the kennel or pen of such dog. 
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(f) Insurance.  The owner or custodian of any vicious dog shall maintain a policy of insurance in 

an amount not less than $100,000 per incident insuring such person against any claim, loss 
damage, or injury to any human being resulting from the acts of such dog.  Such person shall 
produce evidence of the required insurance upon the request of an Animal Control Officer.  
This section shall not apply to dogs kept by law enforcement agencies. 

 
(g) Giving away, selling, bartering.  Any dog deemed vicious under this section shall not be given 

away, sold or bartered unless new owners comply with the commands or directions under this 
section. 

 
(h) Impoundment. Any dog found running at large or in violation of this section shall be 

impounded by the Animal Control Officer and cannot be claimed until the provisions of the 
section are met.  The impoundment fee is borne by the owner whether or not such dog is 
claimed.  If such dog is not reclaimed within 10 days of such impoundment, the animal may 
be disposed of by adoption or euthanasia, dependent upon species and condition of the animal 
impounded, which determination shall be made by the Dog Officer. 

 
(i) Destruction.  When, in the judgment of the Animal Control Officer, a dog should be destroyed 

after being determined to be vicious, Section 157 of Chapter 140 of the General Laws shall be 
applicable. 

 
(j) Licensing surcharge.  The annual licensing fee for a dangerous dog shall include a $50 

surcharge in addition to the regular licensing fee.  The surcharge required by this provision 
shall be enforced by the Animal Control Officer. 

 
(k) Penalties.  After 30 days of being notified that a dog is dangerous or vicious, any owner found 

not in compliance with any of the provisions of this section, shall be subject to a fine of $300.  
Each day that the owner is not in compliance with any provision shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

(Code 1963, § 1-810; Ord. of 8-17-72, § 1; Ord. of 8-18-88, § 9; Ord. of 4-11-96, § 1; Ord. of 7-
18-96, § 1; Ord. of 11-13-97, § 1; Ord. of 12-18-97, § 1; Ord. of 10-23-05, § 1; Ord. of 8-22-06, 
§ 1) 
 
Sec. 4-29.1  Potentially dangerous dogs. 
 
(a) Definition.  A “potentially dangerous dog” as used in this section, shall mean: 
 

1. Any dog that is impounded or its owners cited for allowing a dog to run off leash two 
or more times in a 12-month period; or 

 
2. Any dog that acts in a highly aggressive manner, when unprovoked.  Within a fenced 

yard or enclosure and appears to the Animal Control Officer to be able to jump over or 
escape.  Vocalization or barking, without more, shall not cause a dog to be deemed of 
a highly aggressive manner. 

 
3. Any dog owned by a person cited more than once for allowing said dog to run at large 

in any public streets or places in the City or upon the premises of anyone other than 
the owner or keeper without said owner’s or occupant’s permission as under section 
4-28. 

 
4. The determination that a dog is potentially dangerous under this section shall be in 

the discretion of the Animal Control Officer and the Animal Control Officer shall notify 
the owner of any such determination. 

 
(b) Duties of Animal Control when dog is deemed potentially dangerous.  When a dog is deemed 
to be potentially dangerous, the Animal Control Officer shall order all of the following: 
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1. Spay or neutering, if the animal is not already altered.  The animal will be exempt 

from such an order if a veterinarian certifies in a written statement that the animal is 
unfit for alterations because of medical reasons. 

 
2. Microchip identification, if the animal is not already micro chipped. 

 
3. Behavior training from a certified behaviorist, as determined by the Office of Animal 

Control; and 
 

4. Rabies vaccination as required by Chapter 140 § 145B of the General Laws, if the 
animal is not up to date on its annual vaccinations, as certified by a licensed 
veterinarian. 

 
5. The owner provides adequate security to the premises where the potentially 

dangerous dog is kept, as specifically described in writing to the owner by the Animal 
Control Officer.  Said owner must comply within 60 days of receiving description. 

 
(c) Persons responsible.  No person under the age of 18 shall own, handle, control or be 
responsible for a potentially dangerous dog. 
 
(d) Signs.  All owners, keepers, or harborers of potentially dangerous dogs shall display in a 
prominent place on their premises a sign easily readable by the public, using the words “Beward 
of Dog.”  In addition, a similar sign is required to be posted on the kennel or pen of such dog. 
 
(e) Licensing surcharge.  The annual licensing fee for a potentially dangerous dog shall include a 
$25 surcharge in addition to the regular licensing fee.  The Animal Control Officer shall enforce 
the surcharge required by this provision. 
 
(f) Penalties.  After 30 days of being notified that a dog is potentially dangerous, any owner found 
not in compliance with any of the provisions of this section, except for section b (5) for which 
violations found after 60 days of said notification, shall be subject to a $100 fine for any first 
offense; $200 for any second offense; and $300 for any offense thereafter.  Each day that the 
owner is not in compliance shall constitute a separate offense.  (Ord. of 1-23-05, § 2) 
 
Sec. 4-30. Dogs on school property, stores or eating places.   
 

(a)  No dogs are allowed in school yards or on school property, whether at large or under 
restraint, seeing-eye dogs, so-called, excepted.   

 
(b) No dogs are allowed in any stores or eating places within the city, whether at large or 

under restraint, seeing-eye dogs, so-called, excepted.   
(Code 1963, § 1-817 (a),  (b); Ord. of 8-18-88, § 10)   
 
Sec. 4-31. Impoundment-Generally.  
 

Any dog found running at large shall be taken up by the dog officer and impounded in the 
shelter designated as the city dog pound, and there confined in a human manner for a period of 
not less than ten  (10) days, and may thereafter be disposed of in a humane manner if not 
claimed by the owner. Dogs not claimed by their owners before the expiration of ten  (10) days 
may be disposed of at the discretion of the dog officer, except as hereinafter provided in the case 
of certain dogs:   

 
(1)  When dogs are found running at large, and their ownership is known to the dog 

officer, such dogs need not be impounded, but the agent may, at such agent's 
discretion, cite the owners of such dogs to appear in court to answer to charges of 
violation of this article.   
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(2)  Immediately upon impounding dogs or other animals, the dog officer shall make a 

reasonable effort to notify the owners of such dogs or other animals, so 
impounded, and inform such owners by registered letter of the conditions whereby 
they may regain custody of such animals.   

 
(3)  No dog shall be turned over or sold to any hospital, institution or organization of 

any kind for experimental purposes.   
(Code 1963, § 1-807; Ord. of 8-17-72, § 1; Ord. of 8-18-88, § 10)   
 
Sec. 4-32. Same-Fee.  
 

Any dog impounded hereunder may be reclaimed as herein provided upon payment by the 
owner to the dog officer of the sum of ten dollars ($10.00) per day for the care of such dog, 
payable by the owner or keeper thereof, if known, otherwise from the dog fund. 

 
 License fees shall be set from time to time by order of the city council.   

(Code 1963, § 1-809; Ord. of 8-17-72, § 1; Ord. of 12-9-76, § 1; Ord. of 8-18-88, § 10; Ord. of 
12-17-92, § 3)  
 
Sec. 4-33. Same-Redemption of animals.   
 

(a)  The owner shall be entitled to resume possession of any impounded dog, except as 
hereinafter provided in the cases of certain dogs, upon compliance with the provisions of this 
article and the payment of impounding fees set forth herein.   
 

(b) Any animal impounded under the provisions of this article and not reclaimed by its 
owner within ten  (10) days, may be humanely destroyed by the dog officer, or placed in the 
custody of some person deemed to be a responsible and suitable owner, who will agree to comply 
with the provisions of this chapter and such other regulations as shall be fixed by the city.   
(Code 1963, § 1-808; Ord. of 8-17-72, § 1; Ord. of 8-18-88, § 10) '  

State Law Reference-Use of certain animals for scientific investigation, etc., M.G.L.A. c. 
140, § 174D.   
 
Sec. 4-34. Rabies control generally.   
 

(a) The dog officer shall receive a prompt report of every dog bite case. Such dog shall 
thereupon be securely quarantined at the direction of the dog officer for a period of ten  (10) 
days, and shall not be released from such quarantine except by written permission of the dog 
officer. At the discretion of the dog officer, such quarantine may be on the premises of the owner, 
at the shelter designated as the city pound, or at the owner's option and expense, in a veterinary 
hospital of such owner's choice. In the case of stray animals, or in the case of animals the 
ownership of which is not known, such quarantine shall be at the shelter designated as the city 
pound.   
 

(b) The owner upon demand by the dog officer shall forthwith surrender any animal which 
has bitten a human, or which is suspected as having been exposed to rabies, for supervised 
quarantine, the expense of which shall be borne by the owner. Said animal may be reclaimed by 
the owner if it is adjudged free of rabies, upon payment of fees set forth in section 4-34.   
 

(c) When rabies has been diagnosed in an animal under quarantine or rabies suspected by 
a licensed veterinarian, and the animal dies while under such observation, the dog officer shall 
immediately send the head of such animal to the Massachusetts Health Department for 
pathological examination and shall notify the proper public health officer of reports of human 
contacts and diagnosis.   
 

(d) When one or both reports indicate a positive diagnosis of rabies, the dog officer shall 
recommend an areawide quarantine for a period of sixty  (60) days, and upon invoking of such 
emergency quarantine, no pet animal shall be taken into the streets, or permitted to be in the 
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streets, during such quarantine, and no animal may be taken or shipped from the city without 
written permission of the dog officer. During this quarantine period and as long afterward as the 
health officer decides it is necessary to prevent the spread of rabies, the health officer shall 
require all dogs three  (3) months of age and older to be vaccinated against rabies with a canine 
rabies vaccine approved by the Biologics Control Section of the United States Department of 
Agriculture. The types of approved canine antirabies vaccine to be used and the recognized  
duration of immunity for each shall be established by the health officer. All vaccinated dogs shall 
be restricted (leashing or confinement on enclosed premises) for thirty  (30) days after 
vaccination. During the quarantine period, the health officer shall be empowered to provide for a 
program of mass immunization by the establishment of temporary emergency canine rabies 
vaccination clinics located throughout the city. No dog which has been impounded by reason of its 
being a stray, unclaimed by its owner, is allowed to be claimed during the period of the rabies 
emergency quarantine, except by special authorization of the health officer and the dog officer.   
 

(e) Dogs bitten by a known rabid animal shall be immediately destroyed or if the owner is 
unwilling to destroy the exposed animal, strict isolation of the animal in a kennel for six  (6) 
months shall be enforced.   
 

(f) In the event there are additional positive cases of rabies occurring during the period of 
quarantine, such period of quarantine may be extended for an additional six  (6) months.   
 

(g) No person shall kill, or cause to be killed, any rabid animal, any animal suspected of 
having been exposed to rabies, or any animal biting a human, except as herein provided, nor 
remove from the city limits without written permission from the dog officer.   
(Code 1963, § 1-811; Ord. of 8-17-72, § 1; Ord. of 8-18-88, § 10)  

State Law Reference---See M.G.L.A. c. 140, § 145.   
 
Sec. 4-35. Responsibilities of veterinarians.  
 

It shall be the duty of every licensed veterinarian to report to the dog officer any animal 
considered by such veterinarian to be a rabies suspect.  

 
All veterinarians shall send a copy of each rabies vaccination certificate within thirty  (30) 

days of each vaccination to the city or town clerk wherein such owner or keeper of each dog 
resides, as required by M.G.L.A. Chapter 140, Section 145B.   
(Code 1963, § 1-813; Ord. of 8-17-72, § 1; Ord. of 8-18-88, § 10; Ord. of 12-17-92, § 4)   
 
Sec. 4-36. Reports of bite cases.  
 

It shall be the duty of every physician to report to the dog officer the names and 
addresses of persons treated for bites inflicted by animals, together with such other information 
as will be helpful in rabies control.   
( Code 1963, § 1-812; Ord. of 8-17-72, § 1; Ord. of 8-18-88, § 10)   
 
Sec. 4-37. Rabies vaccination.   
 

(a) The owner or keeper of a dog six  (6) months of age or older shall cause such dog to 
be vaccinated against rabies by a licensed veterinarian using a vaccine approved by the board of 
health.  
 

(b) Unvaccinated dogs acquired or brought into the commonwealth shall be vaccinated 
within thirty  (30) days after the acquisition or entry into the commonwealth or upon reaching the 
age of six  (6) months, whichever comes later.  

 
(c) Vaccinated dogs shall be revaccinated periodically in accordance with rules and 

regulations adopted and promulgated by the board of health.   
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(d) Whoever violates the provisions of this section shall be punished by a fine of not more 

than fifty dollars ($50.00).   
(Code 1963, § 1-815; Ord. of 8-17-72, § 1; Ord. of 8-18-88, § 10)  

State Law Reference-Vaccination, M.G.L.A. c. 140, § 145B. 
 

Sec. 4-38. Dog Attack Prevention Commission. 
 
There shall be a Dog Attack Prevention Commission in the City. 
 

(a) Purpose:  The commission is established to review the annual report of the Animal 
Control Officer concerning the statistical data on dog bites and attacks taking place in the City; to 
regularly review the ordinances and policies of the City, the statutes of the commonwealth and 
any other law or regulations related to the prevention of dog attacks and bites; to analyze the 
enforcement of laws, policies, ordinances and regulations relating to controlling dogs; and to 
make recommendations to the Mayor and City Council on these issues as the commission deems 
necessary. 

 
(b) Composition:  The commission shall comprise of the Animal Control Officer, the 

Director of the Health Department, a licensed veterinarian, a dog trainer or behaviorist, one 
citizen of New Bedford who owns one or more dogs and one citizen of New Bedford who does not 
own a dog.  Members, except the Animal Control Officer and Director of the Health Department, 
shall be appointed annually in March by the Mayor subject to confirmation by the City Council.  
(Ord. of 10-23-05; § 4) 
 
   

Chapter 5 
 

BOATS AND WATERWAYS* 
 
Sec. 5-1. Harbor master-Appointment; bond.  
 

The mayor may appoint, subject to confirmation by the city council, a harbor master for 
the port of New Bedford, who shall continue in office until a successor is qualified, and who before 
entering upon the duties of such office, shall give to the city treasurer a bond, which shall be 
satisfactory to the mayor and city council in the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00), 
conditioned upon the faithful performance of the duties of such office.   
(Code 1963, § 1-1201; Ord. of 1-13-83, § 1)  

State Law Reference-Appointment required, M.G.L.A. c. 102, § 19.   
 
Sec. 5-2. Same-Assistant harbor master.  
 

The harbor master shall have the power to appoint an assistant when in the opinion of the 
mayor and city council it is necessary, and such appointment shall be subject to their approval.   
(Code 1963, § 1-1201)  

State Law Reference-See M.G.L.A. c. 102, § 19.   
 
Sec. 5-3. Same-Salary as fixed.  
 

The harbor master and assistant harbor master shall receive such salaries as the city 
council shall set, subject however, to the approval of the mayor.   
(Code 1963, § 1-1203)   
 

                                                 
* Cross reference – Sale at auction of perishable products by operators of commercial fishing 
vessels, § 15-13. 
   State law references – Outer limits of New Bedford and Fairhaven Harbor, M.G.L.A. c. 102, § 
4; court having jurisdiction, c. 102, § 3; waterways, c. 90B. 
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Sec. 5-4. Same-Duties.  

 
The harbor master shall enforce the provisions of Chapter 36 of the Acts of 1876 and any 

amendments thereto. The harbor master shall also serve as agent of the harbor development 
commission.   
(Code 1963, § 1-1204)  

Editor's Note-The New Bedford Harbor Development Commission was established by Ch. 
762 of Acts of 1957 (accepted Sept. 26, 1957), and powers increased by Ch. 193 of Acts of 1960.  

State Law References-Powers of harbor master, M.G.L.A. c. 102, § 21; powers and 
duties of assistants, c. 102, § 20.   
 
Sec. 5-5. Harbor pollution control.   

 
(a) As used in this section, the following terms shall have the respective meanings ascribed to 
them:  
   
(1)  Boat: Any vessel or watercraft moved by oars, paddles, sails or other power mechanism, 

inboard or outboard, or any other vessel or structure floating upon the water, whether or 
not capable of self-locomotion.   

 
(2)  Marina: Includes all areas where four  (4) or more boats are berthed, anchored, tied, 

stored, docked or otherwise kept, whether private or public, and includes a boat or boats 
for hire.   

 
(3)  Owner: Any person who, alone, jointly or severally with others, holds legal or equitable 

title to a marina.   
 
(4)  Permit: An application for an annual permit will be sent to the owners of berthing areas 

prior to January first of each year. This form shall be completed . and returned to the city 
board of health. This permit may be revoked at any time by the board of health if any of 
the provisions of this section are violated.   

 
(5)  Pollution: Sewage, garbage, trash and debris, chemicals, petroleum products or any other 

material which might contaminate or degrade the water quality.   
 
(6)  Waters of the city: All streams, lakes, marshes, ponds, watercourses, waterways and all 

other bodies or accumulations of water, natural or artificial, public or private lying within 
the corporate boundaries of the city and including the harbor of the city, the outer limits of 
which shall be the outer limits of Buzzard's Bay.   

 
(b)  All owners of marinas or areas where boats are berthed shall provide adequate toilet 
facilities, potable water supply and garbage containers which meet the requirements of the board 
of health. The board of health may designate the location of such facilities.   
 
(c)  Toilet facilities will be required at a marina in accordance with the following standards:   
 
(1)  Minimum of one toilet and one lavatory for each sex up to twenty  (20) boat docking slips 

and/or permanent mooring buoys.   
 
(2)  Additional facilities, above the minimum, shall be provided at the rate of one toilet and one 

lavatory for each sex for every additional thirty  (30) boat docking slips and/or permanent 
mooring buoys, or fraction thereof.   

 
(3)  At the discretion of the director of public health of the city, when boats are being utilized 

as residences for twenty-four (24) hour periods, a minimum of two  (2) showers for up to 
forty  (40) boat docking slips and/or permanent mooring buoys and additional facilities 
shall be provided at the rate of two  (2) showers for each additional forty  (40) boat 
docking slips and/or permanent mooring buoys or fraction thereof.   
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(4)  All of these facilities must be connected in an approved manner to water supply and 

sewage disposal systems as approved by the board of health.  
 
(d)  Houseboats used as residences shall not dock in waters covered by this section unless 
approved by the board of health.   
 
(e)  It shall be the responsibility of every owner to see that toilet facilities on boats shall not be 
used when berthed, anchored or otherwise moored. Adequate toilet facilities on shore shall be 
provided for all boat owners and guests. All marine toilet facilities   
(marine heads) shall be kept locked or sealed when boats are tied to piers, berthed at marinas, at 
anchor or otherwise moored in the waters of the city. The sealing or locking of the toilet facilities 
shall be done by the harbor master.   
 
(f)  No sewage, garbage, refuse or other contaminants shall be discharged from marine craft 
into any waters covered by this section at any time.   
 
(g)  The harbor master, board of health personnel and/or authorized representatives shall have 
the right of entry to board any marine vessel or boat to determine whether or not a pollution 
violation exists.   
 
(h)  All owners of marinas and other berthing areas will be sent a copy of this section or the 
ordinance from which this section is derived and it shall be maintained as a record for the public 
to review.   
 
(i)  All marinas shall obtain an annual permit from the board of health. Such permits shall be 
posted in a conspicuous place at all times.   
 
(j)  Anyone who willfully violates this section will be subject to punishment as provided in 
section 1-9 of this Code for each violation. Each day that such violation continues shall constitute 
a separate offense.   
 
(k)  All existing marinas shall have had a period of one year from the effective date of the 
ordinance from which this section is derived, or an additional one year if granted by the board of 
health, to be brought up to the minimum standards for this section, insofar as the requirements 
for the provision of sanitary accommodations are concerned.   
 
(l)     The department of public health may designate all authority granted by this section to a 
designated agent who will have full power and effect of said department in investigation and 
enforcement of this section.   
(Ord. of 12-13-73, § 1)  

State Law Reference-Discharge of sewage, etc., into coastal waters, M.G.L.A. c. 130, § 
25.   
 
Sec. 5-6. Boats, motors and water activities on Sassaquin Pond restricted.  
 

All persons operating motorboats on Sassaquin Pond shall be limited to boats not in excess 
of twelve  (12) feet in length, to outboard motors not in excess of ten  (10) horsepower, to a 
speed limit not in excess of ten  (10) mph and shall operate the same at least one hundred fifty  
(150) feet from all rafts, piers and bathing beaches. No internal combustion engines, water 
skiing, surfboard riding or racing shall be allowed on said pond.   
(Code 1963, § 14-156; Ord. of 2-13-75) 
 
Sec. 5-6.1 Personal Watercraft, Jet Ski Limitations. 
 
(a) No person shall operate a personal watercraft, jet ski, surf jet or wet bike within the 
following area(s): 
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(1) The area known as Clark’s Cove more specifically defined from a point in the northwest 
corner of Clark’s Cove at 41° 36.810 north/70° 55.754 west on a line drawn easterly to 41° 36.810 
north/70° 55.324 west; then on a line drawn along the coastline south easterly to 41° 35.462 north/70° 
54.090 west; then on a line drawn westerly to 41° 35.334 north/70° 54.832 west; then on a line northerly 
back to the northwest corner as described above. 
 

(b) Whoever violates the provisions of this section shall be subject to a penalty of one hundred 
dollars ($100.00). 
 
(c)  The Shellfish Constable shall be responsible for enforcing the provisions of this section. 
(Ord. of 8-1-03, § 1) 
  
Sec. 5-7. Harbor master plan provisions.   
 

(a)  Uses. All new uses, substantial changes in use, or increases in the intensity of a use, 
occurring within the study area of the New Bedford/Fairhaven Harbor Plan, as amended, shall 
comply with the provisions of said harbor plan or shall be deemed to be in violation of this 
section.   
 

(b)  Enforcement. The executive director of the harbor development commission is hereby 
empowered to enforce this section and to issue cease and desist order and/or tickets for any 
violations hereof.   
 

(c)  Applicability. This section shall apply only to the study area of the New Bedford/ 
Fairhaven Harbor Plan which are located within the municipal boundaries of the City of New 
Bedford.   
 

(d)  Penalty.   
(1)  Any violation of paragraphs (a) or (b) of this section shall be punishable by a fine in 

the amount of three hundred dollars ($300.00) per day, per violation.   
 

(2)  Said fines shall be issued under the provisions of section 17-18 of this Code.   
(Ord. of 3-22-01, § 1)  
Cross Reference-Penalty, § 17-18.   
 
Sec. 5-8. Excise tax on vessels. 
   

(a)  Listing of vessels.   
 

(1)  All public and private marina operators, all operators of boat storage areas, or entities or 
persons maintaining moorings shall provide to the assessors of the city, on or before July 
8th of each year, a listing of all boats, ships and vessels moored, docked, berthed, or 
stored in facilities under their control on land or on water located within the r municipal 
boundaries of the city, as of the previous July 1st.   

 
(2)  Said listing shall be submitted on a form prescribed by the assessors of the city.   

 
(b)  Enforcement. The executive director of the harbor development commission is hereby 

empowered to enforce this section and to issue tickets for any violations hereof.   
 

(c)  Applicability. This section shall not apply to those boats, ships and vessels exempted 
from Chapter 60B of the General Laws of Massachusetts by Chapter 60B, Section 3.   
 

(d)  Penalty.   
 

(1)  Any violation of paragraph (a) of this section shall be punishable by a fine in the amount of 
twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per day, per violation.   
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(2)  Each boat, ship and vessel shall be considered a separate violation.   

 
(3)  Said fines shall be issued under the provisions of section 17-18 of this Code.   

( Ord. of 7-20-00, § 1)  
Cross Reference-Penalty, § 17-18.  

 
Chapter 6 

 
BUILDINGS AND OTHER STRUCTURES* 

 
Art. I.   In General, § § 6-1-6-19   
Art. II.   Building Commissioner, § § 6-20-6-39   
Art. III. Public Facilities Management, § § 6.40-6-59   

   Art. IV.     Signs, Awnings, Marquees and Fire Escapes In or Over Streets Generally, § § 
6-60-6-79   

Art. V.   Sign Code for the Central Business District, § § 6-80-6-99   
Art. VI.  Auxiliary Connected Fire Alarm Systems, § § 6-100-6-108   
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 
Sec. 6-1. Fire district.   
 
(a)  For the purpose of preventing the spread of fire, a fire district is hereby established. The 
areas described are subject to the fire district restrictions in the state building code.   
 
(b)  Following are descriptions of the established fire district. The one hundred-foot distance 
from street lines, when mentioned, shall include the total area of any lot, the majority of which is 
located within the one hundred-foot distance; and the total area of any lot that abuts the street 
line that the one hundred-foot distance is measured from:  
 
Area "A": Beginning at a point in the westerly side of the Acushnet River in the harbor line, as is 

now or may be established, said point being the intersection of said harbor line and the 
prolongation of the northerly line of Cove Street; thence, westerly in said northerly line of Cove 
Street, to a point 100 feet east of the intersection of Cove Street and West Rodney French 
Boulevard; thence, southerly along the 100-foot line from the easterly line of West Rodney 
French Boulevard, to a point 100 feet from the northerly line of Brock Avenue; thence, 
southeasterly along the 100-foot line from the northeasterly line of Brock Avenue, to the 
northerly line of Mott Street; thence, westerly along the northerly line of Mott Street, to a point 
in the northerly line of Emery Street, 100 feet west of the southwesterly line of Brock Avenue; 
thence, northwesterly along the 100-foot line from the southwesterly line of Brock Avenue, to 
a point 100 feet west of the westerly line of West Rodney French Boulevard; thence, northerly 
along the 100-foot line from the westerly line of West Rodney French Boulevard and Water 
Street, to the southerly line of Division Street; thence, easterly along the southerly line of 
Division Street, to the westerly line of Water Street; thence, southerly along the westerly line 
of Water Street, to the southerly line of Gifford Street; thence, easterly along the southerly line 
of Gifford Street and its extension, to the harbor line; thence, southerly, to the point of 
beginning.  

 

                                                 
* Cross references – Demolition of buildings, § 2-157; zoning regulations, Ch. 9; fire prevention 
code, § 11-1 et seq.; permit for moving building, § 22-50; permit for obstructing street, § 22-51. 
  State law references – All building regulations are now under the State Building Commission, 
141 Milk Street, Boston, Mass., except as otherwise provided in Massachusetts General Laws.  
Copies of these regulations may be obtained at above address for a fee as set by such 
commission.  Such regulations are provided for in M.G.L.A. c. 23B; mayor may recommend rules 
and regulations to state building code commission, M.G.L.A. c. 143, § 98. 
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Area "B": Beginning at a point at the intersection of the John F. Kennedy Memorial Highway Route 

18 at the Elm Street (Downtown) Exit-and the northwesterly corner of Elm and Water Streets; 
thence, westerly along the northerly line of Elm Street, to the westerly line of Second Street; 
thence, southerly along the westerly line of Second Street, to the northerly line of School 
Street; thence, westerly along the northerly line of School Street, to a point 100 feet west of 
the westerly line of Sixth Street; thence, northerly along the 100-foot line from the westerly 
line of Sixth Street, to the easterly line of Pleasant Street at the Route 6 (Kempton Street) 
intersection; thence, northerly along the easterly line of Pleasant Street, to the southerly line 
of Maxfield Street; thence, easterly along the southerly line of Maxfield Street, to a point 100 
feet west of the westerly line of Purchase Street; thence, northerly along the 100-foot line 
from the westerly line of Purchase Street, to a point under Interstate 195 between Penniman 
Street and Cedar Grove Street; thence, easterly along Interstate 195, to the easterly line of 
Belleville Avenue; thence, northerly along the easterly line of Belleville Avenue, to the 
southerly line of Coffin Avenue; thence, easterly along the southerly line of Coffin Avenue, to 
the easterly line of Riverside Avenue; thence, northerly along the easterly line of Riverside 
Avenue, to the northerly line of Belleville Road; thence, westerly along the northerly line of 
Belleville Road, to the easterly line of Healey Street; thence, northerly along the easterly line 
of Healey Street and Conduit Street, to the southerly line of Hatch Street; thence, easterly 
along the southerly line of Hatch Street, to the easterly line of Belleville Avenue; thence, 
northerly along the easterly line of Belleville Avenue, to the southerly line of Howard Avenue; 
thence, easterly along the southerly line of Howard Avenue, to the easterly line of River Road; 
thence, northerly along the easterly line of River Road, to the southerly line of Wood Street; 
thence, easterly along the southerly line of Wood Street, to the westerly side of the Acushnet 
River; thence, southerly along the western bank of the Acushnet River, to the United States 
pierhead and bulkhead line; thence, southerly along the U.S. pierhead and bulkhead line, to a 
point 100 feet south of the southerly line of Wamsutta Street extended; thence, westerly along 
the 100-foot line south of the southerly line of Wamsutta Street extended and Wamsutta 
Street, to the John F. Kennedy Memorial Highway-Route 18; thence, southerly along the 
westerly line of the John F. Kennedy Memorial Highway-Route 18, to the point of beginning.  

 
Area "C": Beginning at a point on the northerly line of Coggeshall Street at the railroad track 

overpass; thence easterly along the northerly line of Coggeshall Street, to the westerly line of 
Jean Street; thence, northerly along the westerly line of Jean Street, to the southerly line of 
Sawyer Street; thence, westerly along the southerly line of Sawyer Street, to the westerly line 
of Brook Street; thence, northerly along the westerly line of Brook Street, to a point ninety-
eight and forty-seven hundredths (98.47) feet more or less, north of the northerly line of 
Tallman Street; thence, easterly in a line perpendicular to the westerly line of Brook Street and 
following the direction of Tallman Street, to the westerly line of Brook Street; thence, northerly 
along the westerly line of Brook Street, to the southerly line of Deane Street; thence, westerly 
along the southerly line of Deane Street, to the westerly line of Brook Street; thence, northerly 
along the westerly line of Brook Street, to the northerly line of Coffin Avenue; thence, easterly 
along the northerly line of Coffin Avenue, to the westerly line of Oneko Lane; thence, northerly 
along the westerly line of Oneko Lane, to the northerly line of Phillips Avenue; thence, easterly 
along the northerly line of Phillips Avenue, a distance of thirty  (30) feet more or less, to a lot 
line separating Industrial from Residential-zoned property; thence, northerly along said 
property line, to the southerly line of Collette Street; thence, westerly along the southerly line 
of Collette Street, to the easterly line of the railroad track; thence, southerly along the easterly 
line of the railroad track, to the point of beginning.  

 
Area "D". The area on both sides of Acushnet Avenue, from Coggeshall Street northerly to 

Conduit Street, along a line 100 feet from the westerly line of Acushnet Avenue and 100 feet 
from the easterly line of Acushnet Avenue.   

(Code 1963, § § 8-115, 9-333; Ord. of 5-27-71; Ord. of 11-13-79, § 1)   
 
Sec. 6-2. Obtaining street grades and lines and sewer locations.  
 

Every person, before proceeding to erect any foundation, building, or wall, or make any 
alteration in the external wall of any structure, shall apply to the commissioner of public works for 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
the definition of the lines and grades of any public street, or other public land upon which the 
property to be built upon abuts. The commissioner of public works shall furnish the same at a 
fixed flat rate not to exceed the actual cost of labor involved, together with the location and depth 
of adjoining sewers, and shall make return of the same to the building commissioner.   
(Code 1963, § 3-309)   
 
Sec. 6-3. Fence viewers-Appointment.  
 

The mayor shall annually in April, subject to confirmation by the city council, appoint two  
(2) or more fence viewers, to hold office for one year and until their successors are qualified.   
(Code 1963, § 1-1001)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 49, § 1.  
 
Sec. 6-4. Same-Compensation.  
 

Each fence viewer shall be paid at the rate of five dollars ($5.00) a day for the time during 
which such person is employed, but the fee for services in any case shall not be less than one 
dollar ($1.00). Such payment shall be made by all or by such of the parties in dispute, and in 
such proportions, as shall be determined by a certificate in writing under the hands of the fence 
viewers acting in each case.   
(Code 1963, § 1-1002)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 49, § 20.  
 
Secs. 6-5-6-19. Reserved.    
 

ARTICLE II. BUILDING COMMISSIONER 
 
Sec. 6-20. Building commissioner in charge of building department; conflict of interests.   
 

(a)  The building commissioner shall be in charge of the building department.   
 

(b)  Neither the commissioner nor any other officer connected with the building department 
shall be financially interested in the doing of work or the furnishing of material for the 
construction, repair or maintenance of any building, or in the making of plans or of specifications 
therefore, unless such officer is the owner of the building.   
(Code 1963, § 3-504)  

State Law Reference-Designation, etc., of inspector of buildings, M.G.L.A. c. 143, § 3, c. 
268A.   
 
Sec. 6.21. Enforcement of building code.  
 

The building commissioner is charged with the duty of executing the provisions of the state 
building code and the statutes of the commonwealth relating to buildings and elevators, except as 
is otherwise provided.   
(Code 1963, § 3-510; Ord. of 10-8-92, § 1)   

State Law Reference-Required, M.G.L.A. c. 143, § 3A.  
Editor's Note-Section 1 of an ordinance adopted Oct. 8, 1992, repealed § § 6-21 and 6-

30 through and including:6-32. Section 1 also renumbered § § 6-22-6-29.1 as 6-21-6-29 and 6-
33, 6-34 as 6-30, 6-31. Former § § 6-21, 6-30, 6-31 and 6-32 pertained to duties in general of 
building commissioner, public buildings, examination, etc., of public building plans; certification of 
specifications, bills, etc., as to public buildings; report of improper performance of public building 
contracts and derived from Code 1963, § § 3-506-3-509 and an ordinance adopted Oct. 12, 1989, 
§ 1.   
 
Sec. 6-22. Inspector of buildings; enforcement of plumbing regulations.   
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(a) The building commissioner shall also be inspector of buildings and as such shall be 

responsible for the enforcement of all statutes, regulations and ordinances relative to 
the inspection and regulation of buildings delegated to municipal authorities.  

 
(b)  The commissioner shall administratively enforce all rules and regulations relative to 

plumbing and plumbing fixtures.   
(Code 1963, § 3-502; Ord. of 10-8-92, § 1)  

Cross Reference-Plumbing inspectors, § 6-26.  
State Law Reference-Qualifications of building inspector, M.G.L.A. c. 143, § 99.   

 
Sec. 6-23. Deputy commissioner of buildings.   
 

(a)  Annually in the month of April the building commissioner may appoint a qualified 
employee of the building department as deputy commissioner of buildings. Such appointment 
shall be subject to the approval of the mayor.   
 

(b)  The deputy commissioner of buildings shall be under the direction of the commissioner 
and may be removed by the commissioner with the approval of the mayor.   
 

(c)  The deputy commissioner of buildings shall assist the commissioner in the duties of 
office, and in the absence of the commissioner or vacancy in that office, discharge the duties of 
the commissioner.   
(Code 1963, § 3-518; Ord. of 10-8-92, § 1)  

Cross Reference-Inspection of illuminated signs by inspector of wires, § 22-6.   
 
Sec. 6-24. Employees.  
 

The building commissioner shall employ such persons as may be necessary and approved 
by the mayor to carry out the duties of the building department and the work entrusted to the 
commissioner by the city council.   
(Code 1963, § 3-505; Ord. of 10-8-92, § 1)   
 
Sec. 6-25. Plumbing inspectors, supervision, etc.  
 

Inspectors of plumbing shall, under civil service rules and regulations, be appointed by and 
under the supervision and control of the building commissioner.   
(Code 1963, § 3-503; Ord. of 10-8-92, § 1)  

State Law Reference-Inspectors of plumbing, M.G.L.A. c. 142, § 11.   
 
Sec. 6-26. Inspector of gas piping-Appointment; duties.  
 

The building commissioner shall appoint an inspector of gas piping and gas appliances in 
buildings, whose duty shall be the enforcement of the rules and regulations as provided in section 
13 of Chapter 142 of the Massachusetts General Laws and the state building code.   
(Code 1963, § 3-505A; Ord. of 10-8-92, § 1)  
    State Law References-Designation, etc., of inspector of gas piping and gas appliances, 
M.G.L.A. c. 143, § 30; gas fitting rules, M.G.L.A. c. 142, § 13.   
 
Sec. 6-27. Same-Inspection of gas appliances and gas piping.   
 

(a) No person shall construct, add or alter any portion of the gas piping of any building until a 
notice, on such forms as the building department shall prescribe, has been received at the office 
of the inspector of gas piping and appliances. All new installations of gas piping shall require 
inspection and shall be tested in such a manner as prescribed by the inspector.   
 

(b)  All replacements of gas piping or gas appliances (except wherein not more than one gas 
appliance is involved) shall require inspection and test as prescribed in subsection (a) above. A 
detailed sketch of the work, showing pipe sizes and applications to be installed may be required. 
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When a test is required, the gas fitter shall notify the inspector when the work is ready for test. 
Upon completion of all other installations the gas fitter shall notify the inspector. New installations 
or extensions of existing installations shall not be permitted to be used until approved by the 
inspector, ' and so designated in a manner as the inspector shall prescribe.   
(Code 1963, § 3-505A; Ord. of 10-8-92, § 1)   
 
Sec. 6-28. Examination of buildings generally; right of entry; permit.   
 

(a) The building commissioner shall cause to be examined all buildings in the course of 
erection or alterations.   
 

(b) The commissioner, or the representative of the commissioner and any member of the 
board of appeals may enter any building or any premises and reasonable means of access shall 
be provided to all parts of buildings so far as may be necessary for the performance of duties 
under the terms of this chapter.   
 

(c) No building shall be constructed, reconstructed, altered, repaired, removed or 
demolished, or changed as to the use or occupancy thereof, nor shall any equipment for which 
provision is made or installation of which is regulated by the building code, be installed or altered 
without first filing a written application with the building official and obtaining the required permit 
therefor, in accordance with the provisions of the state building code (780 CMR), sections 113, 
114 and 115.   
 

(d) Any violation of this section shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty dollars 
($50.00) for the first violation, and of a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) for 
each subsequent violation. Said fine shall be paid directly to the city treasurer. 
(Code 1963, § 3-512; Ord. of 5-12-83, § 1; Ord. of 10-8-92, § 1; Ord. of 10-24-02, § 1; Ord. of 
7-21-03, § 8; Ord. of 6-14-07, § 1) 
  
Sec. 6-29. Building permit application; form.  
 
The application for a permit as required in section 6-29(c) shall be in the following form:  
 

FOR BUILDING DEPT. USE 
City of New Bedford, Massachusetts 

 Building Department  
Application for Plan Extension 

 and Building Permit 

DATE RECEIVED: _______________________ 
RECEIVED BY: _________________________ 
DATE REVIEW TO BE COMPLETE: __________ 
_____________________________________ 
 

IMPORTANT - COMPLETE ALL ITEMS – 
MARK BOXES WHERE APPLICABLE – PRINT 

I. LOCATION 
OF 

BUILDING 

(AT LOCATION) ___________________________________________________ 
                                    (NO)                                  (STREET) 
BETWEEN _______________________ AND ____________________________ 
                              (CROSS STREETS)                                          (CROSS STREETS) 
PLOT _________ LOT _________ DISTRICT _________ FIRE ZONE _________ 
PLANS FILED:     YES       NO 

II. TYPE AND COST OF BUILDING-all applicants complete parts A through D. 
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A. TYPE OF IMPROVEMENT 
     1  New Building 
     2  Addition (If residential, enter                  
             number of new housing units added 
             if any, in Part D, 14)      
     3  Alteration (If residential, enter      
                 number of new housing units 
             added if f any, in Part D, 14) 
    4  Repair, replacement 
    5   Demolition (If multifamily residen- 
              tial, enter number of units in 
              building in Part D, 14, if non. 
              residential, indicate most recent 
              use checking D-18 - D-32) 
     6   Moving  (relocation) 
     7   Foundation only 

 
D.1. PROPOSED USE - For demolition most recent use  
 
Residential                                                                         Nonresidential 
13   One family                                                              19   Amusement, recre. 
14   Two or more family -                                                         ational 
        Enter number of units __________                          20   Church, other reli. 
15   Transient hotel, motel,                                                      gious 
        or dormitory – Enter                                                 21   Industrial 
        number of units   __________                                 22   Parking garage 
16   Garage                                                                  23   Service station, repair 
17   Carport                                                                            garage 
18   Other – Specify ______________________        24   Hospital, institutional 
        ____________________________________        25   Office, bank, profes. 
        ___________________________________                     sional 

26   Public utility 
27   School, library, other  
       educational 
28  Stores, mercantile 

29  Tanks, towers 

30  Funeral homes 

31  Food establishments 

32  Other – Specify 
     __________________ 
     __________________ 
     __________________ 
     __________________ 

 
D.2. Dose this building contain asbestos? 
        YES  NO If yes complete the fol- 
       lowing: 
       Name & Address of Asbestos Removal 
       Firm: _________________________ 
       ______________________________  
     Submit copy of notification sent to DEOE 
       and the State Dept. of Labor & Industries 
       and results of air sample analysis after 
       asbestos removal is completed 
 

 
B. OWNERSHIP 
    8  Private  (individual, corporation, 
          nonprofit institution, etc.) 
    9  Public  (Federal, State, or local gov- 
          ernment) 
 
__________________________________ 
 
C. COST                                (Omit cents) 
    10. Cost of construction $ ___________ 
        To be installed but not in- 
         cluded in the above coat 
         a. Electrical ...............__________ 
           b. Plumbing ...............__________ 
         c. Heating, air condi- 
               tioning ...................__________ 
         d. Other (elevator, etc.).. _______ 
    11. TOTAL VALUE OF CON- 
         STRUCTION ...............__________ 
   12. TOTAL ASSESSED 
         BLDG. VALUE .............__________ 

 
D.3 Non-residential - Describe in detail proposed use of buildings, e.g. food  
      processing plant, machine shop, laundry building at hospital, elementary 
      school, secondary school, college, parochial school, parking garage for 
      department store, rental office building, office building at industrial  
      plant. If use of existing building is being changed, enter proposed use.\ 
 
      ________________________________________________________ 
 
      ________________________________________________________ 

  
 
 
 
 
  
III. SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF BUILDING - For new buildings complete part E through N. for 
                                                                                           demolition, complete only parts G and 0. For all 
                                                                                           others, (additions, alterations, repair, moving, foun- 
                                                                         dation), complete E through 0. 

 
G. TYPE OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
     43  Public or private company 

     44  Private (septic tank, etc.) 
 

 
E. PRINCIPAL TYPE OF FRAME 
    33  Masonry  (wall bearing) 

    34  Wood frame 

    35  Structural steel 

    36  Reinforced concrete 

    37  Other-Specify_________ 
         
__________________________ 
 

 
H. TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY 
     45  Public or private company 

     46  Private  (well, cistern) 

 

 
J. DIMENSIONS 
    53 Number of stories               ______ 
    54 Height                               ______ 
    55 Total square feet of floor  
         area, all floors based on ex-  
         terior dimensions                ______ 
    56 Building length 
    57 Building width                     ______ 
    58 Total sq. R. of bldg. Foot- 
         print                                  ______ 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
 
F. PRINCIPAL TYPE OF HEATING 
    FUEL 
    38  Gas 

    39 Oil 

    40  Electricity 

    41  Coal 

    42  Other-specify ________ 
            ___________________   
     

 
I. TYPE OF MECHANICAL 
   Is there a fire sprinkler system? 
    47  YES             48  NO 
    Will there be central air condi- 
    tioning?  
     49  YES            50  NO 
    Will there be an elevator? 
     51  YES            52  NO 

    59 Front lot line width              ______ 
    60 Rear lot line width               ______ 
    61 Depth of lot                        ______ 
    62 Total sq. R. of lot size          ______ 
    63 % of lot occupied by bldg. 
         (58-62)                              ______ 
    64 Distance from lot line 
        (front)                                 ______ 
    65 Distance from lot line   
         (rear)                                 ______ 
    66 Distance from lot line  
          (left)                                 ______ 
    67 Distance from lot line   
         (right)                                ______ 

 
K. NUMBER OF OFF STREET PARKING SPACES 
68 Enclosed                                ______________ 
69 Outdoors                                ______________ 

 
L. RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS ONLY 
70 Number of Bedrooms                         ______ 
71 Number of Bathrooms  (full)               ______ 
72 Number of Bathrooms  (partial)          ______ 
 

 
M. STRUCTURAL INFORMATION 
 
                            FOUNDATION                                                                          ROOF (check type) 
 
73 Foundation Material ___________________________ 76 Flat ____________________ 79 Hip _________________ 
 
74 Height of Foundation _____________________ inches 77 Pitch ___________________ 80 Other  (describe) ______ 
 
75 Thickness of Foundation __________________ inches  78 Gambrel ________________  ______________________ 
 
                                                                    SIZE OR MATERIALS 
 
81 sills ________________________ 84 columns _________________________ 88 spacing of rafters _____________ 
 
82 posts _______________________ 85 walls ___________________________ 89 rafter size & length ____________ 
 
83 girder ______________________ 86 wall thickness _____________________ 90 joist size ____________________ 
 
Structural Review completed: ______ 87 spacing of studs ___________________ 91 spacing of joists ______________  
 
 
N. WETLANDS PROTECTION 
     Is Location subject to flooding? 
     92 Yes             93 No                94 Don't know  
     Is location part of a know wetland? 
     95 Yes             96 No                97 Don't know  
     Has local conservation commission reviewed this site? 
     98  Yes            99 No    If yes, has an order of con- 
     ditions been issued? ___________________________ 
 

 
Q. ADDITIONS, ALTERATIONS, DEMOLITIONS 
    100 Present use (describe) ______________________ 
 
    101 no. apts. ________ 102 no. stories ____________ 
 
    103 Proposed use (describe) _____________________ 
 
    104 no. opts. _______ 105 no. stories _____________ 
 
    106 If addition, increased sq. ft. __________________ 
 

 
 
  
 
IV. IDENTIFICATION-to be completed by all applicants 
  

Name 
 
Mailing address-Number, street city and State 
 

 
ZIP code 

 
Tel. No. 

 
 

  1.  
Owner or 
Lessee 

 
 

 

 

 

  Builder's 
License No. 

 2.  
Contractor 
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  3.  
Architect or 
Engineer 

 
 

 

 

 

Signature of Owner 
 

 

Signature of Applicant  (if other than owner)  contractor  architect Application Date 

      Massachusetts State Code 204.2 Omission of reference to any provision shall not nullify any requirement of this code nor 
exempt any structure from such requirement. 
 
      The applicant (s) understand and warrant that they will comply with all pertinent federal and state statutes, local 
ordinances and all federal, state, and local regulations, including those of the Architectural Barriers Board, Department of 
Environmental Quality Engineering, and the Environmental Protection Agency. It is understood that the issuance of a permit 
shall not serve as an acceptance or acknowledgment of compliance nor exempt any structure from such requirement. The 
permit shall be a license to proceed with the work and shall not be construed as authority to violate, cancel, or set aside any 
of the provisions of the State Building Code or local code of ordinances, except as specifically stipulated by modification or 
legally granted variation in accordance with Section 126.0 of the State Building Code or local code of ordinances. 
 
      I have read the above and sign under sin and penalty of perjury as to the truth of all of the information and statements 
contained in ion's I through IV of this application. 
 
 
 

              APPLICANTS SIGNATURE                                       ADDRESS                                    CITY AND STATE 
 

- FOR BUILDING DEPARTMENT USE - 

V. ADDITIONAL PERMITS REQUIRED OR OTHER JURISDICTION APPROVALS 

Date Date 
Permit or Approval Dept. 

Form 
Req 
(√) By 

Given Return 
Permit or Approval Dept Req 

(√) By 
Given Return 

Structures subject to 
controlled construction A    Gas fitting G    

Access survey B    Line and grade H    

Swimming pool permit C    Sign erection permit I    

Wood stove installation D    Food establishment     

Demolition-Historic E-1    Wetlands protection J    

Demolition-Asbestos     Disposal work 
construction permit     

Demolition-Rodent 
extermination E-2    Curb/sidewalk cut     

Demolition-Public utility 
removal E-3    Sewer connection     

Plumbing F         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VI. ZONING REVIEW 
DISTRICT: 

USE: 

FRONT DISTANCE FROM LOT LINE: 

SIDE LOT LINE (LEFT):                                                      SIDE LOT LINE (RIGHT): 

REAR LOT LINE:                                                                 PERCENTAGE OF LOT OCCUPIED BY PRIMARY STRUCTURE: ________% 
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REVIEW OF VARIANCE HISTORY: 

VII. OTHER APPLICABLE REVIEWS 

Is location within flood hazard area?        Yes          No.     If yes, zone:  ___________________ and base elevation ______________FT 
Street     accepted      unaccepted.  If unaccepted way, applicant has been informed that a certificate of occupancy cannot be issued until 
the street has been brought to grade and paved in accordance with the standards of the Public Works Department of the City of New 
Bedford. 
 
 
Applicant Acknowledgement ________________________________ Building Dept. Representative _______________________________ 
 
VIII. OTHER DEPARTMENT/COMMISSION REVIEW 
In order to provide for a complete and comprehensive identification of any and all factors that may affect the issuance of a building permit, 
this application for permit may be forwarded for review to any and all of the following departments and commissions including the Airport 
Commission, Conservation Commission, Department of Public Works, Fire Department, Harbor Development Commission, Health 
Department, Historical Commission, Park Department, Planning Department, Water Department, Wire Department, and any other 
department or commission whose review is deemed to be relevant by the Building Department. Specific objections and concerns identified 
by these reviewing departments or commissions may result in a determination by the Building Commissioner that the Application for Permit 
be rejected which shall be expressed in writing citing specific sections of the State Building Code or pertinent law. The Building 
Commissioner may determine that the building permit be issued noting the specific department(s)/commission(s)  who have expressed 
objections and concerns. In this case, the applicant is strongly advised to contact the specific department or commission in an attempt to 
seek resolution of the objection(s). 
 
Applicant Acknowledgement_______________________________________________________ 
 
IX. VALIDATION 
A. Building Permit Approved    :   
    Building Permit Number       : _________ 
    Building Permit Issued         : _______________________ 20 ____ 
    Building Permit Fee              : $ ____________________________ 
 
B. Building Permit approved with departmenta/lcommission objection/concern:      
   Department(s)/Commission(s) : __________________________________________________________________________________ 
     Objection/Concern 
 
 
C. Building Permit Rejected   :  
   Rejection Date                  : _____________________ 20 ____ 
     Reason for Rejection       : 
 
 
 
Signed _______________________________________________________________________________ Date ________________20___ 
 
Title ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                       Not valid unless signed (not stamped) by Building commissioner or Deputy Building commissioner 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
X. NOTES/COMMENTS 

 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT REVIEW COMMENTS AND CONDITIONS: 
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( Ord. of 9-14-89, § 1; Ord. of 10-8-92, § 1)   
 
Sec. 6-30. Cessation of work in case of danger; closing sidewalks or streets.  
 

If the building commissioner considers that danger to life or property exists by reason of 
any defective work or work in violation of any provisions of law or ordinance, during the 
construction, alteration, repair, moving or demolition of any building, such officer shall order all 
work to cease and the building to be vacated forthwith and shall cause such work to be done in 
and about the building as in such officer's judgment may be necessary to remove all danger. In 
the interest of public safety the commissioner may temporarily close the sidewalks or streets 
adjacent to said building.   
(Code 1963, § 3-513; Ord. of 10-8-92, § 1)   
 
Sec. 6-31. Record and report of departmental business.  
 

The building commissioner shall cause to be kept a record of the business of the building 
department, which business the commissioner shall report to the city council annually in the 
month of January.   
(Code 1963, § 3-511; Ord. of 10-8-92, § 1)  
 
Sec. 6-32 Certificate of occupancy. 
 

(a). It shall be unlawful for the owner to use or permit the use of any building or 
premises or part thereof hereafter erected or enlarged, or to use or permit the use of any building 
or premises or part thereof hereafter changed to a different use, until a certificate of occupancy 
shall have been issued to the owner by the inspector of buildings.  Such certificate shall show that 
such building or premises, or part thereof and the proposed use thereof, are in conformity with 
the provisions of this chapter and of the building code.  (Ord. of 11-30-04, § 1) 
 

(b). All certificates of occupancy issued by the inspector of buildings shall bear the 
signatures of the inspector of buildings, the commissioner of the public infrastructure department, 
the local building inspector, the city engineer, the wire inspector, the chief of the fire department, 
the chief plumbing and gas inspector, the chief sanitarian, the city planner, and the conservation 
commission, indicating that the building or premises complies with all the rules, regulations, laws, 
ordinances and codes administered and enforced by these departments, before such certificates 
of occupancy are issued and deemed effective.  (Ord. of 11-30-04, § 1) 
 

(c). No certificate of occupancy shall be issued for any dwelling in a development until 
the developer has had the streets brought up to grade and paved. 
(Ord. of 4-9-04, § 1) 
 
Sec. 6-33. Demolition of structures. 
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 It shall be the duty of the inspector of buildings to enforce the provisions to ensure the 
protection of the city’s sewer and/or the storm drain systems.  No permit shall be issued for the 
demolition or razing of a building or moving of any building or part thereof unless the owner or 
agent of the owner shall secure all openings in the waste plumbing within the structure in order to 
prevent demolition debris from entering the city’s sewer or storm drains.  The building owner or 
his agent shall apply to the engineering department, prior to obtaining a permit, for a certification 
of attesting by the city engineer that the above has been conformed with.  Upon receipt of the 
proper form, the inspector of buildings shall be authorized to issue a demolition permit.  In the 
case of emergency conditions, where such structure may endanger life or limb, the city engineer 
shall make an emergency verification and forward a report to the inspector of buildings. 
(Ord. of 4-9-04, § 2)  
 
Secs. 6.34-6-39. Reserved.  
  
Secs. 6.40-6-45. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE IV. SIGNS, AWNINGS, MARQUEES AND FIRE ESCAPES IN OR 
OVER STREETS GENERALLY 

 
Sec. 6-60. Definitions.  
 

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the respective meanings ascribed to 
them:  

 
Awning: A detachable shade of cloth, canvas or a light-weight metal, such as aluminum, 

which is so constructed that it may be readily rolled up or retracted while still attached to a 
building.  

 
Sign: Any sign, board or device as described in section 6-61, exclusive of fastenings.   

(Code 1963, § § 10-301,10-314)   
 
Sec. 6-61. Permit required-For sign extending over sidewalk.  
 

No person shall attach to or maintain on any building, structure or other support or 
otherwise locate or maintain any sign, board or other device in the nature of a notice, designation 
or other advertisement, so that it shall extend or project over the sidewalk of any street in the 
city, except under a permit therefore and in compliance with this article.   
(Code 1963, § 10-301)   
 
Sec. 6-62. Same-For display of banner.  
 

No banner shall be displayed across a street without the application and issuance of the 
city clerk of a permit therefore.   
(Code 1963, § 10-311)   
 
Sec. 6-63. Same-For projecting awning or shade; minimum height; maximum 
projection.  
 

No awning or shade shall be placed or maintained on any building so as to project into the 
street, without a permit from the city clerk. All such awnings or shades shall be supported from 
above, and shall not be less than seven  (7) feet above the level of the sidewalk over which they 
are placed, and shall not reach within six  (6) inches of lines perpendicular to the outer edge of 
the curbing of said sidewalk.   
(Code 1963, § 10-314)   
 
Sec. 6-64. Application for and issuance of permits.  
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Upon application therefore on blanks to be provided, the city clerk may issue permits to 

the owner, lessee, or occupant of a building, structure or other support, for the location of signs, 
awnings or shades to extend or project over a sidewalk, subject to the conditions, limitations and 
requirements in this article specified. Every applicant for a permit shall sign an agreement on the 
application blank to observe and conform with the conditions, limitations and requirements, 
subject to which the permit is granted. The city clerk shall not grant any such permit until such 
officer shall have submitted the application therefore to the superintendent of buildings, and the 
latter shall have approved the definite location and construction thereof. In each application the 
specifications of the proposed construction shall be stated and said superintendent may require a 
plan thereof to be filed with such superintendent.   
(Code 1963, § 10-303)   
 
Sec. 6-65. Permit fee.  
 

A fee of one dollar ($1.00) shall be charged by the city clerk upon the issuance of' any 
permit as required by the provisions of this article.   
(Code 1963, § 10-316)   
 
Sec. 6-66. Conditions of permits subject to amendment.  
 

No right shall be acquired under any such general or special permission or any other 
provisions hereof, which shall prevent the governing body of the city at any time from 
withdrawing permission for the construction or maintenance of signs, awnings or shades over 
sidewalks, or from changing the conditions, limitations or requirements under which permission 
may be had for the same, or from repealing or amending this article, or any ordinance in 
amendment thereof or in addition thereto.   
(Code 1963, § 10-313)   
 
Sec. 6-67. Certain signs and poles not required to have permits.  
 

A sign which does not weigh more than ten  (10) pounds, or a sign which does not project 
into the highway more than six  (6) inches may be constructed and maintained without a permit 
therefore; neither shall permits be required for poles, wires, conduits, and appurtenances of 
steam railroad, street railway, telegraph and telephone, water, gas, electric light, heat and power 
companies.   
(Code 1963, § 10-302)   
 
Sec. 6-68. Temporary permit to erect sign.  
 

The city clerk is hereby empowered to grant a temporary permit to erect a sign, which has 
been approved by the inspector of wires as to wiring if such approval be required by section 6-72. 
As soon as a sign is erected under a temporary permit issued by the city clerk the applicant shall 
notify the superintendent of buildings that the sign is ready for inspection by such superintendent.   
(Code 1963, § 10-306)   
 
Sec. 6-69. Forfeiture of privilege for violation.  
 

Any failure to comply with any conditions, limitations or requirements of this article by any 
licensee, owner, or person maintaining any such sign, awning or shade, whether under general or 
special permission hereunder, shall work in each such case a forfeiture of such permission or 
privilege.   
(Code 1963, § 10-309)   
 
Sec. 6-70. Indemnity of city.  
 

Such general permission hereunder in each case is upon the condition, and every such 
permit shall be granted upon the condition, that the licensee, and every owner of, or person 
maintaining any such sign shall be liable for and shall satisfy, and save the city harmless and 
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indemnified against any liability on its part on account of any lawful damages to persons or 
property caused by the construction or maintenance of such sign, awning or shade over the 
sidewalk, or any negligence relative thereto.   
(Code 1963, § 10-307)   
 
Sec. 6-71. Conditions for sign erection.  
 

No sign which does not relate exclusively to the occupation and use of or business 
conducted on the abutting property shall be permitted to extend or project over any sidewalk. No 
permanent sign hereafter erected shall extend or project into the highway beyond a line drawn 
eighteen  (18) inches back from the curbline. No sign of cloth or fabric on a wood frame shall be 
maintained for a period of longer than thirty  (30) days from the date of the temporary permit, 
and no sign of this type shall be permitted of a size greater than twenty  (20) square feet, nor to 
project into the highway more than five  (5) feet. If the sidewalk beneath the proposed cloth sign 
is less than seven  (7) feet in width, it shall not extend nearer than two  (2) feet to the curbline. 
The lower edge of all signs requiring a permit shall be not less than ten  (10) feet above the 
sidewalk, except that signs which do not extend into the highway more than two  (2) feet may be 
erected to have a clearance of eight and one-half (8 1 /2) feet. No permit for a cloth sign shall be 
renewed after expiration of thirty  (30) days.   

 
Notwithstanding any provisions to the contrary, no new billboards, as defined in Chapter 9, 

Section 1200, shall be constructed within the City of New Bedford for a period of six months from 
the date of approval of this section.  Whereas the City of New Bedford is in the process of drafting 
new requirements to regulate billboards and a moratorium on the issuance of building permits for 
the construction of billboards is hereby in effect for a period of time described above. (Code 1963, 
§ 10-304; Ord. of 1-13-04, § 1)   
 
Sec. 6-72. Manner of construction of signs; wiring to be inspected and approved.  
 

Every sign permitted hereunder and the framework, braces, anchors and other supports 
therefore shall be constructed of materials and in a manner that shall be satisfactory to the 
superintendent of buildings, and shall be kept in good repair, and in safe condition.  

 
It is further provided that any sign to be illuminated from within shall be inspected and 

approved as to wiring and lining by the inspector of wires before the issuance of a temporary 
permit. No sign now erected and maintained shall be removed and replaced without a new permit 
therefore, but this clause shall not prohibit repainting or repairs made to an existing sign, if the 
same are made without removal of sign from its supports.   
(Code 1963, § 10-305)   
 
Sec. 6-73. Marking awnings.  
 

Nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit any marking or printing upon any awning 
constructed and maintained according to law.   
(Code 1963, § 10-315)   
 
Sec. 6-74. Regulations for removal of signs.  
 

Whenever any sign over any sidewalk in the city is found by the inspector of wires or 
superintendent, which is not constructed or maintained in accordance with the conditions, 
limitations and requirements hereof, said superintendent may, or if in such inspector's or 
superintendent's opinion it is for any reason unsafe or dangerous or if in such inspector's or 
superintendent's opinion the public interests require its removal, order the owner of, or person 
maintaining or having the care of such sign to remove the same, and if the same is not so 
removed by within five  (5) days from the date such order is given such person, said 
superintendent shall cause the same to be removed, and such owner or other person shall 
reimburse the city for all expenses of such removal paid by it. In any case of emergency, said 
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superintendent may cause any such sign to be forthwith removed, and the expense thereof shall 
be repaid the city by such owner or other person.   
(Code 1963, § 10-310)   
 
Sec. 6-75. Marquees or fire escapes.  
 

Every owner of an estate hereafter maintaining any marquee, metal awning or fire escape 
over any cellar, elevator, vault, coal hole or other excavation, under the part of the street which 
is adjacent to, or any part of such person's estate, shall do so only on condition that such 
maintenance shall be considered as an agreement on such person's part with the city to keep the 
same and the covers thereof in good repair and condition at all times during such person's 
ownership and to indemnify and save harmless the city against all damages, cost, expenses, or 
compensation which it may sustain or be required to pay, by reason of such excavation or 
structure being over, under or in the street, or being out of repair during such person's 
ownership, or by reason of any cover of the same being out of repair or unfastened during such 
person's ownership.   
(Code 1963, § 10-317)   
 
Sec. 6-76. Penalty.  

 
Any person erecting or maintaining any such sign, banner awning or other structure in 

violation of any provisions hereof, after five  (5) days' notice to remove has been given, shall be 
punished as provided in section 1-9 of this Code.  

 
Secs. 6-77-6-78. Reserved.   
 

ARTICLE V. SIGN CODE FOR THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT 
 
Sec. 6-80. Definitions.  
 

For the purpose of this article a sign shall include any commercial device, structure, light, 
letter, word, model, banner, pennant, insignia, trade flag, or representation that is painted to or 
applied to a building and is seen from outside a building; it advertises activities, goods, products, 
services or facilities available on the location where the sign appears or in some other location. 
Not included in this definition are "For Sale," "For Rent" or political signs. This definition includes 
electric signs in windows or doors, but does not include window displays of merchandise or signs 
incidental to the display of merchandise.  

 
For the purposes of this article, the following term shall have the respective meanings 

ascribed to them:  
 
Area of a sign: Includes all lettering, wording and accompanying design and symbols, 

together with the background, whether open or enclosed, on which they are displayed.   
(This includes the spaces between the sections of a free-standing sign.) The area does not include 
supporting framework, bracing or decorative structure. When a sign is painted upon or applied to 
a building, the area includes all lettering, wording and accompanying designs or symbols together 
with any background of a different color than the natural color of the building. When individual 
letters or figures are attached or painted on a surface, a building, canopy, awning, wall or 
window, the area is that of the smallest rectangle or other geometric shape that encompasses all 
of the letters or symbols.  
 

Awning sign: A sign that is attached to a temporary retractable shelter that is supported 
entirely from the exterior wall of a building.  

 
Canopy sign: A sign on or attached to a permanent overhanging shelter that projects from 

the face of a building and is supported only partially by the building.  
 
Free-standing sign: A sign not supported by a wall or screening surface.  
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Marquee sign: A sign on or attached to a permanent overhanging shelter that projects 

from the face of a building and is supported entirely by the building.  
 
Off-premises sign: A sign that advertises activities, goods, products, etc., that are 

available elsewhere than within the building or on the lot where the sign is located.  
 
On-premises sign: A sign which advertises activities, goods, products, etc., that are 

available within the building or on the lot where the sign is located.  
 
Street frontage: The length in feet of the ground-floor level of a building front or side 

facing a street (or facing a right-of-way accessible from a street) that is occupied by an individual 
business.   
(Code 1963, § 17-103; Ord. of 12-11-80, § 1)   
 
Sec. 6-81. Area of applicability of article.  
 

This Article is adopted for the regulation and restriction of all signs and advertising devices 
within the defined boundaries of the Central Business District (CBD) of the city, as described 
below: Beginning at the intersection of Walnut Street and County Street; thence northerly in the 
line of County Street to Kempton Street; thence easterly in the line of Kempton Street, and 
continuing easterly in the line of the eastbound lane of U.S. Route 6, so-called, to the John F. 
Kennedy Memorial Highway; thence southerly in the line of said John F. Kennedy Memorial 
Highway to Rodman Street; thence westerly in the line of Rodman Street to Water Street; thence 
northerly in the line of Water Street to Elm Street; thence westerly in the line of Elm Street to 
Acushnet Avenue; thence southerly in the line of Acushnet Avenue to Union Street; thence 
easterly in the line of Union Street to Water Street; thence southerly in the line of Water Street to 
Walnut Street; thence westerly in the line of Walnut Street to the point of beginning at County 
Street.   
(Code 1963, § 17-101; Ord. of 12-11-80, § 1)  
  
Sec. 6-82. Purpose.  
 

It is the purpose of this article to promote the revitalization of the city's historic downtown 
by encouraging the imaginative integration of existing and proposed signage with buildings or 
architectural integrity and historical significance. This article shall regulate, restrict, and place 
such limitations on the design, size, location and illumination of all permanent signs and 
advertising devices to assure that they will be appropriate to the land, building or use to which 
they are appurtenant.   
( Code 1963, § 17-102; Ord. of 12-11-80, § 1)   
 
Sec. 6-83. Sign permits-Required; application.  
 

No sign in the Central Business District (CBD) shall be erected, altered or relocated after 
the effective date of the ordinance from which this section is derived without a permit issued by 
the inspector of buildings. Applicants shall submit the following to the inspector of buildings to 
obtain a sign permit:   
 
(1) A dimensioned drawing of the proposed sign. The drawing must indicate:   
 

(a) The type of proposed sign (wall sign, hanging sign, etc.).   
(b) Dimensions of the proposed sign, including any designs and/or lettering.   
(c) Material and method of affixing the sign to the building.   

 
(2) Materials the sign is to be constructed of.   
 
(3) A drawing of the area of the building where the proposed sign is to be located, accurate lineal 
footage of the building and any other necessary dimensions.   
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( Code 1963, § 17-106; Ord. of 12-11-80, § 1)   
 
Sec. 6-84. Same-Fees. 
 
 A sign permit fee set from time to time by order of the city council shall be paid to the building 
inspector for each sign permit.  

  
(Code 1963, § 17-107; Ord. of 12-11-80, § 1; Ord. of 4-11-02, § 1)   
 
Sec. 6-85. Sign design review board; appeals and exceptions.   
 

(a) There is hereby created a sign design review board comprised of the city planner, a 
member of the New Bedford Historical Commission (to be appointed by such commission), 
a representative of the local retail merchants' industry (to be appointed by the mayor), a 
representative of the local sign industry (to be appointed by the mayor), and a 
representative of the city council (to be appointed by the president of the city council).   

 
(1)  Board members (except the city planner) shall serve for terms of three  (3) years, 

except that the initial terms of representatives of the merchants' industry and sign 
industry shall be one  (1) and two  (2) years, respectively. Board members who are 
city officials shall cease to serve upon termination of their city employment.   

 
(2)  The board shall annually elect its chairperson and secretary, keep written records of 

Its proceedings and/or hearings, hold meetings and/or hearings as it deems 
necessary. Publications, advertisements of hearings, and notices shall be issued in 
the same manner as required under General Laws, Chapter 40A, section 11.   

 
(3)  The board shall have power to review the correctness of decisions of the building 

inspector upon appeal of an aggrieved party, and alter such decisions when 
incorrect; further, the board shall have power to make exceptions to the 
requirements of this article: to avoid substantial hardship (economic or otherwise) 
to an applicant, and/or to promote the revitalization of the city's historic downtown 
area by encouraging imaginative integration of existing and/or proposed signage 
with the building's architectural character, upon application from an aggrieved 
party.   

 
(b)  Applicants seeking relief shall notify the city planner and the city clerk, in writing, of 

their intent to appear before the sign design review board. The board shall have thirty (30) days 
from the date of written receipt of the request to hold an advertised public hearing. The board 
shall have forty-five (45) days, from the date of written receipt of request, to issue a decision. 
Failure to act within forty-five (45) days shall constitute approval of the request.   
(Code 1963, § 17-108; Ord. of 12-11-80, § 1)   
 
Sec. 6-86. Sign regulations.  
 

The building inspector shall administer this Article in accordance with the following 
regulations:   
 

(1)  All signs must be stationary. With the exception of time and/or temperature 
messages, and the appropriate lights during the holiday seasons, all signs may be 
lighted only with continuous light.   

 
(2)      No off-premise signs or billboards are permitted.   

 
(3)  No sign shall be attached to roofs, chimneys or smokestacks. No support for any 

sign may extend above the cornice line of the building to which it is attached. A 
non-functional (decorative) mansard shall not be considered part of the roof.  
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(4)  The registered trademark of a specific product shall occupy no more than twenty-

five (25) per cent of the area of a sign face. If the sale of the trademark product is 
the major business conducted on the premises, however, the trademark is not 
restricted to size.   

 
(5)  No sign shall be erected in any manner that will cover any windows or doors or 

otherwise obscure significant architectural elements on a building's facade, for 
example: Decorated terra cotta, decorated moldings, medallions, pilasters, 
balusters or other ornaments.   

 
(6)  A sign attached at right angles to a building shall project no more than six (6) feet 

from the building. No more than one (1) projecting sign is allowed for each 
entrance to a business establishment. The bottom of the sign shall be at least ten 
(10) feet above ground level. Notwithstanding regulation number (7) below, a 
right-angle sign may extend higher than the top of the sills of the first level of 
windows above the first story, if in the opinion of the building inspector, such right-
angle sign cannot otherwise be attached to the building. The area of a projecting 
sign shall not exceed twenty-four (24) square feet on either side.   

 
(7)  No sign for a street or sub-street level establishment shall extend higher than 

whichever of the following is lowest: Twenty-five (25) feet above grade, the top of 
the sills of the first level of windows above the first story, or the lowest point of the 
roof.   

 
(8)  Establishments in which the sole place of business is above the street level may 

locate a sign higher than twenty-five (25) feet above grade. However, all other 
regulations contained herein regarding sign design, size and location shall apply.   

 
(9)  A wall sign attached parallel to a building shall project no more than fifteen  (15) 

inches from the building surface.   
 

(10)  Vacant lots that are used for parking may have one free-standing sign at each 
entrance. The maximum square footage of each free-standing sign shall be thirty-
two (32).   

(Code 1963, § 17-104; Ord. of 12-11-80, § 1)   
 
Sec. 6-87. Determining allowable area of a sign.   
 

(a)  The maximum allowable number of square feet of permanent signage for a business 
or use in the Central Business District (CBD) shall be determined by the distance of a building 
from the center line of the street or pedestrian mall it faces and by the business's street frontage.   
 

(b)  The following shall be used to compute maximum square footage of signs allowed for 
an individual business or use:  
 

If Then 
Average distance of the building face from 

center line of abutting street is: 
Multiply the number of feet of the use's street 

frontage by: 
0-99 feet 3 

100-399 feet 4 
400-and more 5 

 
 

Examples:   
 

(1)  When computing to erect a parallel sign: A store has a street frontage of twenty  
(20) feet and is twenty-five (25) feet from the street center line. Multiply twenty  
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(20) feet by three  (3) and sixty (60) square feet will be the maximum allowed 
display surface.   

 
(2)  When computing to erect both a projecting sign and a parallel sign: A store has a 

street frontage of twenty  (20) feet and is twenty-five (25) feet from the street 
center line. Multiply twenty  (20) feet by three  (3) and sixty (60) square feet will 
be the maximum total display surface allowed. The square footage of the projecting 
sign (maximum size, twenty-four (24) square feet) is subtracted from the 
maximum display surface (sixty  (60) square feet). The remaining square footage is 
the maximum allowed for a parallel sign.   

                    (Code 1963, § 17-105; Ord. No. 12-11-80, § 1)   
 
Sec. 6-88. Nonconforming signs.   
 

(a)  All new signs within the herein described boundaries of the Central Business District 
(CBD) must comply with the requirements of this article. In addition, any sign that is 
reconstructed, extended, changed structurally or in content, and any sign that replaces an 
existing sign must comply.   
 

(b)  An existing sign that does not now conform may be repaired provided the cost of 
repair does not exceed fifty  (50) per cent of the replacement cost for the entire sign.   
(Code 1963, § 17-109; Ord. of 12-11-80, § 1)   
 
Sec. 6-89. Safety and maintenance.  
 

All signs and all parts thereof, including framework, supports, background, anchors, and 
wiring systems shall be constructed and maintained in compliance with the applicable building, 
electrical and fire prevention codes of the city. All signs and all parts thereof shall be kept in a 
good state of repair and maintenance as determined by the Building Inspector. The Building 
Inspector may order the removal of any sign in any location in the Central Business District (CBD) 
where the maintenance thereof constitutes a fire hazard, is dangerous or a menace to public 
health or safety, when the use thereof has been abandoned, or the permit for its use has been 
revoked.  (Code 1963, § 17-110; Ord. of 12-11-80, § 1)  

 
 Secs. 6-90-6-99. Reserved.   
 

ARTICLE VI. AUXILIARY CONNECTED FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS 
 
Sec. 6-100. Definition.  

 
Auxiliary connected fire alarm system shall mean and include central station signaling 

systems, local protective signaling systems, auxiliary signaling systems, remote station signaling 
systems, proprietary signaling systems, and public fire service communications.   
(Code 1963, § 8-501; Ord. of 8-20-81, § 1)   
 
Sec. 6-101. Reference standards.  
 

The following reference standards shall be used in all auxiliary connected fire alarm system 
design, operation, and maintenance. The reference standard used, shall be the latest edition of 
said reference standard, unless otherwise superseded by a reference standard listed in specific 
articles of the Massachusetts State Building Code.  

 
RS-1  Standard 70,   N.F.P.A. National Electrical Code.  
RS-2  Standard 71,   N.F.P.A. Central Station Signaling Systems.  
RS-3  Standard 72-A,  N.F.P.A. Local Protective Signaling Systems.  
RS-4  Standard 72-B,  N.F.P.A. Auxiliary Signaling Systems.  
RS-5  Standard 72-C,  N.F.P.A. Remote Station Signaling Systems.  
RS-6  Standard 72-D,  N.F.P.A. Proprietary Signaling Systems.  
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RS-7  Standard 73,   N.F.P.A. Public Fire Service Communications.  
RS-8  Standard 74,   N.F.P.A. Household Fire Warning Equipment.  
RS-9  New Bedford Fire Prevention Code.  
RS-10  Building Code, Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  
RS-11  Electrical Code, Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  
RS-12  Standard 101, N.F.P.A. Life Safety Code.  
RS-13  New Bedford Fire Alarm Installation Specifications.  
N.F.P.A. National Fire Protection Association.   

(Code 1963, § 8-502; Ord. of 8-20-81, § 1)   
 
Sec. 6-102. Application for circuit.  
 

The owner of every building hereafter constructed or of any existing building undergoing 
extensive remodeling, repair or construction of additions, applying for a municipal fire alarm 
circuit must comply with the provisions of this article.   
(Code 1963, § 8-503; Ord. of 8-20-81, § 1)   
 
Sec. 6-103. Meaning of terms; type of circuit; approval; testing.  
 

The intent and meaning of the terms used in this article shall be, unless otherwise defined 
herein, the same as those of applicable reference standards.  
 

All circuits in an interior fire alarm system shall be of the closed type electrically 
supervised.  

 
Complete information regarding the system, including specifications, wiring diagrams, and 

floor plans, shall be submitted to the fire alarm division of the city fire department for approval 
prior to installation of equipment or wiring.  

 
All devices, combination of devices, and equipment constructed and installed in conformity 

with this article shall be approved for the purpose for which they were intended.  
 
Upon completion of the installation of the system, a satisfactory test of the entire 

installation shall be made in the presence of a representative of the fire alarm division of the city 
fire department.   
(Code 1963, § 8-504; Ord. No. 8-20-81, § 1)   
 
Sec. 6-104. Municipal system connection.   
 

(A)  Availability of municipal fire alarm circuit. Prior to planning the fire alarm system for a 
building, the applicant shall contact the fire alarm division of the city fire department for 
availability of a municipal fire alarm circuit. A plot plan shall be submitted to the fire alarm 
division.   

 
(B) Type of system. Complete information regarding the system proposed shall be 

submitted to the fire alarm division for approval. Such information shall include the proposed 
make and type of system involved, such as sprinklers, heat detectors, smoke detectors, and 
manual stations as well as standpipe systems.   
 

(C) Service to building. Cable must be furnished and installed from the master fire alarm 
box to a connection point into the municipal system, by the applicant. The connection point shall 
be designated by the fire alarm division.   
 

(D) Master box. Shall be located as close as possible to the main entrance. Consult fire 
alarm division as to proper location. Master box movement to be timed at one-half ( 1 /2) second. 
Code number to be furnished after fire alarm division receives and approves initial fire alarm 
plans.   
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(E) Location of annunciator.   
 
(1)  Should an annunciated control panel be installed close to the main entrance, no 

remote annunciator is necessary.   
 

(2)  Should a control panel be installed at some remote location such as an electric 
room, janitor's room, etc., an approved remote annunciator shall be installed at the 
main entrance. This remote annunciator shall have the following controls:   

 
(a)  A remote system reset.   

 
(b)  A remote trouble indicator panel with audible as well as visual signals. Means for 

silencing this trouble condition shall conform to section 6-105 (D).   
 

(c)  Evacuation alarm silencing switch.  
 

(F)  Overhead service. The following materials, methods and procedures shall be used in 
the installation of overhead services:   
 

(1)  Five-eighths (5/8) eyebolt or "D" bracket securely fastened to building.   
 

(2)  Weather cap installed or rigid metal conduit or aluminum pipe.   
 

(3)  Locate lightning arrestor between weather cap and point of attachment.   
 

(4)  Lightning arrestor shall be properly grounded.   
 

(5)  Install two  (2) number twelve (12) solid red wires from lightning arrestor to weather 
cap, to master box, in that order.   

 
(6)  All splices shall be soldered.   

 
(G)  Underground service. The following materials, methods and procedures shall be used 

in the installation of underground services:   
 

(1)  An approved raceway shall be used throughout underground system. Consult fire 
alarm division as to size and type needed.   

 
(2)  12-2 U.F. cable or approved I.M.S.A. cable from junction in building to point of 

attachment, (pedestal or pole) designated by the fire alarm division. For longer distances, number 
ten (10) wire shall be used. From junction in building to master box, use same U.F. cable or two  
(2) solid red wires. All splices of fire department circuit shall be soldered.   
 

(3) Should construction change from underground to overhead, an approved lightning 
arrestor shall be used.  (Brach 284-C or the equivalent.) Number eight (8) wire shall be run from 
arrestor to a driven ground rod (copper clad) with an approved grounding clamp; arrestor location 
to be designated by the fire alarm division.   
 

(4) Conductors on pole shall be protected up to ten (10) feet from ground level.   
(Code 1963, § 8-505; Ord. of 8-20-81, § 1)   
 
Sec. 6-105. Equipment and operation of interior fire alarm system.   
 

(A)  The definitions and standards of applicable reference standards for interior fire alarm 
systems shall be used for defining the operation and component make-up of interior fire alarm 
systems, control panel and/or annunciator panel as designated by the fire alarm division.   
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(B)  The general operation of the system shall be to give notice to the fire department of a 

fire, to give notice to the occupant of the property of the existence of a fire, to provide for the 
sounding of evacuation signals of the building, to constantly supervise the interior system for a 
trouble (disarrangement) condition.   
 

(C)  Equipment and installation, including number and location of manual stations, 
sprinkler connections, heat and smoke detection systems, shall conform to the requirements of 
applicable laws, ordinances, and rules or regulations, in addition to the requirements of the city 
fire department.   
 

(D)  Trouble signals. All systems shall be indicated both audibly and visually, at the time of 
trouble or disarrangement. Means shall be provided to silence the audible signal, but the visual 
signal shall remain lighted until the complete system has been restored to the normal operating 
condition. The audible trouble signal shall be capable of being heard at a point where some 
responsible person is on duty. The visual trouble signal shall be so located as to be readily seen 
by personnel on duty within the protected property. The following methods are acceptable for 
silencing the trouble signal:   
 

(1)  Manual reset: A manually operated switch shall be provided which, when thrown to 
the "off' position, shall silence the audible signal and allow the amber trouble light 
to remain lighted. When the complete system has been restored to its normal 
operating condition, the audible signal shall sound again. The return of the audible 
trouble switch to the "normal" position shall silence the audible signal and 
extinguish the amber light.   

 
(2) Automatic reset: A momentary contact switch shall be provided which, when de-

pressed, shall silence the audible trouble signal and allow the amber trouble light to 
remain lighted. When the complete system has been restored to its normal 
operating condition, the amber trouble light will be extinguished and the trouble 
circuit automatically conditioned to receive the next trouble signal.   

 
(E)  Operating switches: All nonkey-operated switches shall be enclosed within the locked 

control cabinet or remote panel. Any switch not located in a locked cabinet shall be of the key-
operated type and shall be of the type which retains or "traps" the key when not in normal 
operating position. The following switches shall be provided to perform the function indicated and 
shall be properly identified:   

 
(1)  Trouble signal switch to silence the audible trouble signal. The "normal" and "off' 

positions shall also be identified.   
 

(2)  A reset switch shall be provided to restore all relays to normal after an alarm 
initiating circuit has been restored to normal.   

 
(3)  Drill switches to sound the evacuation signals only. The operation of this switch 

shall in no way interfere with the transmission of an alarm of fire during a fire drill.   
 

(4)  Evacuation alarm silencing switch shall be provided to silence the evacuation alarm 
and light the trouble light and sound the audible trouble signal.   

 
(F) Electrical supervision: Electrical supervision of the system shall conform to Article 240 

of RS-4 except as noted ...  
 
Wiring to the principal point of annunciation shall be supervised. The principal point of 
annunciation shall be defined as the point of annunciation most accessible to the fire 
department.  

   
(G)  Annunciation: The type of annunciation shall be dependent upon system design but 

shall be either a punched or inked paper tape register, a drop tab or lighted annunciator, 
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approved for the service. Annunciator lamps shall be lighted to indicate the particular zone from 
which an alarm originated. So-called "negative" annunciation shall not be allowed. The 
annunciator lamps, once lighted, shall remain lighted until extinguished by means of a manual 
reset. Self-restoring annunciators are prohibited. Annunciator lamps sockets and lamps, shall be 
of a "non-tamp" type. Trouble light and signal shall show on annunciator.   
 

(H)  Horns: Horns shall be used in all occupancies to indicate required evacuation. In cases 
where bells are used to indicate by code, the location of the alarm, means shall be provided to 
sound the bells continuously to provide for evacuation from designated floors. Spacing of audible 
signaling devices shall conform with requirements of applicable reference standards.   
 

(I)  Stand-by power: Stand-by power shall meet the requirements of Article 220, of RS-4, 
except that primary batteries are not permitted. Where stand-by power is provided by a 
generator system, trouble and disarrangement signals must also be by a stand-by battery 
meeting the requirements of Article 220 of RS-4. Charging facilities shall be of the automatic 
voltage regulating type and shall be capable of maintaining the stand-by battery set at a full state 
of charge. The charging facilities shall be capable of returning the stand-by batteries to a full 
state of charge within twenty-four (24) hours after an extended power failure of sixty (60) hours. 
A voltmeter shall be provided to measure the terminal voltage of the batteries under load. An 
ammeter shall be provided to indicate the charge current to the batteries.   
 

(J)  Alarm panels: Alarm panels shall be so designed that on the loss of normal power or 
on return to normal power, a false alarm caused by a transient shall not occur. This feature shall 
not be dependent upon stand-by batteries.   
 

(K)  Automatic extinguishing systems:   
 

(1)  Method of alarm transmission:   
 

(a)  Wet pipe system: Method of transmitting an alarm on a wet pipe system shall comply 
with the following:   
 

(i)  An approved pneumatic retard pressure switch placed at the alarm port.   
(No devices such as shut-offs, retard chambers, valves, etc., shall be placed 
ahead. of this switch.)   

 
(ii) An approved pneumatic retard water flow switch or switches.   

 
(iii)  An approved excess pressure unit.   

 
(b)  Dry pipe systems:   

 
(i)  An approved non time-delay pressure switch shall be installed at alarm port.   

(No devices such as shut-offs, retard chambers, valves, etc., shall be placed 
ahead of this switch.)   

 
(2) In addition to the normal water flow devices for actuating the tripping circuit to the 

alarm transmitter, a low pressure switch shall be inserted into the system side of 
either a dry or wet sprinkler system so that if there is an interruption in the water 
supply to the protected property, the drop in pressure caused by a sprinkler head 
operating, will cause the low pressure switch to actuate the tripping circuit.   

 
(3)  Tamper switches and gate valve switches, if connected to the fire alarm system, 

shall be wired to cause a trouble signal and not an alarm on the system. These 
switches shall be so wired, that in the event of their operation, they will not cause 
the loss of an alarm from any other device.   

 
(L)  Interior wiring:   
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(1)     All interior wiring shall be enclosed in electrical metallic raceway or the equivalent.   
 

(2) Wiring shall be number fourteen (14) solid copper.   
 
(3)  Master trip circuit shall be two  (2) number fourteen (14) solid conductors, yellow 

or orange.   
 
(4)     A uniform color code shall be kept throughout interior system.   
 
(5)  In splice boxes, all circuits shall be properly tagged as to operation and area of 

building serviced.   
 

(M)  Relays: All relays shall have transparent covers, permitting easy observation of the 
unit as it operates. Protection from dust and dirt is a prime factor in relay design. Out-standing 
contact reliability shall be a major feature of relay design. Hinges shall be so designed that 
precise contact alignment is maintained. Contacts shall be rated for the current voltage used. All 
internal connections shall be soldered or welded. This shall not preclude the use of plug-in relays. 
D.C. relays shall operate over a range of eighty  (80) per cent to one hundred ten  (110) per cent 
of their normal operating voltage. A.C. relays shall operate over a range of eighty-five (85) per 
cent to one hundred ten  (110) per cent of their normal operating voltage. All relays shall with-
stand a voltage breakdown test of one thousand (1,000) V.A.C. between all components.   
(Code 1963, § 8-506; Ord. of 8-20-81, § 1)   
 
Sec. 6-106. System operating characteristics.   
 

(a)  The operation of any alarm initiating device shall cause the transmission of the alarm 
to the fire department and the operation of alerting devices within the protected property as 
hereinafter allowed and prescribed.   
  

(b)  Except as permitted by fire alarm division, the operation of any alarm initiating device 
shall cause the alarm to sound and display on all audible alarm devices connected to the system.   
 

(c)  In buildings which are defined as "high rise" under the requirements of RS-10 and 
associated fire prevention codes, the operation of any alarm initiating device shall cause an alarm 
to be transmitted to the fire department, shall cause the evacuation signal to sound on the floor 
involved and the next floor above, and shall alert the building fire brigade by appropriate signals 
and annunciators at designated points.   
 

(d)  Systems so designed shall be capable of sounding the general evacuation alarm on all 
floors of the building involved by means of a switch located at the designated control point of the 
system.   

 
(e)  A public address system shall be installed in all buildings designated "high rise" by RS-

10, as a part of the interior fire alarm system. The purpose of this system shall be to allow the 
fire chief in charge, to issue instructions to the occupants of the protected property on a selected 
floor, combination of floors, or an all floors operation.   
 

(f)   The use of loudspeakers to provide audible signals for local fire alarm systems shall be 
subject to the requirements of RS-3. The equipment and operation of such equipment shall 
conform to the requirements of RS-3 for public address operation.   
 

(g)  The operating point for such a public address system shall be either in the designated 
"control point" for the building as designated by the fire alarm division or, in the absence of such 
a control point, adjacent to the annunciator at the main entrance to the building.   

 
(h)  The operation of the public address system from the control point or main 

annunciator, shall have pre-emption over any operation of the system.   
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(i)  Speakers for this system shall be located at each floor landing, of each stairwell, and 
at least one  (1) speaker within each floor of the protected property.   
 

(j)  In all buildings designated as "high rise" by RS-10, there shall also be provided a 
telephone from each floor to the control point of the interior fire alarm system. The system shall 
be capable of emergency operation from stand-by battery or other source compatible with RS-3. 
The telephone system shall be capable of signaling each floor to the control point.   
(Code 1963, § 8-507; Ord. of 8-20-81, § 1)   
 
Sec. 6-107. Painting.  

 
All equipment such as junction boxes, alarm panel equipment housing panels, manual fire 

alarm stations, etc., shall be painted fire department red, except as permitted by the fire alarm 
division.   
(Code 1963, § 8-508; Ord. of 8-20-81, § 1)   
 
Sec. 6-108. Operating instructions.  
 

All manual pull stations shall have the instructions for the operation of the station clearly 
imprinted on each station in a manner that will not become obliterated. Equipment housing for 
telephones as required by this order, shall be clearly labeled: "FIRE ALARM TELEPHONE," and 
instructions for its use shall be posted adjacent to the telephone.   
(Code 1963, § 8-509; Ord. of 8-20-81., § 1)  
 

Chapter 7 
 

CEMETERIES* 
 
Sec. 7-1. Board of cemetery commissioners-Membership.  
 

The board of cemetery commissioners (hereinafter referred to as the "board") shall consist 
of five  (5) members. Nominations shall be made by the mayor in April, subject to confirmation by 
the city council, for a term of office of three  (3) years from the first day of May in the year in 
which the appointment is made.  

 
The original terms of office of the two  (2) additional members provided for shall be one 

for a term ending May 1, 1965, and one for a term ending May 1, 1966; thereafter, as their terms 
expire, their successors shall be appointed for three  (3) year terms.   
(Code 1963, § 3-1001; Ord. of 12-26-63)  

State Law Reference-Board of cemetery commissioners, M.G.L.A. c. 114, § 22.   
 
Sec. 7-2. Same-Organization.  
 

The board shall meet as soon as practicable after the first day of May and organize as a 
board by the choice of a chairperson and a clerk.   
(Code 1963, § 3-1002)   
 
Sec. 7-3. Same-Duties.  
 

The several cemeteries belonging to the city shall be under the sole care, superintendence 
and management of said cemetery board; it shall set apart and appropriate a suitable portion of 
said cemeteries as a public burial place for the use of the inhabitants of the city, free of charge; it 
shall lay out said cemeteries in suitable lots or other subdivisions for burials, with necessary paths 
and avenues, and shall at all times provide sufficient number of such lots of various classes and 

                                                 
* Cross reference – Veterans’ grave officer, § 25-8 35 seq. 
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prices in a condition for immediate use and sale; it shall keep said cemeteries in good order and 
repair, and may plant and embellish the same with trees, shrubs, flowers and other rural 
ornaments. It shall set the hours which said cemeteries will be open to the public and shall be 
authorized to close the cemeteries to the general public during the hours of darkness.   
(Code 1963,§ 3-1003; Ord. of 5-28-81, § 1)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 114, § 23.   
 
Sec. 7-4. Annual report.  
 

Annually in the month of January, the board shall report to the city council the condition of 
the cemeteries under its care, with such suggestions as it may deem pertinent and proper. Said 
report shall also contain a statement in detail of all receipts and expenditures of the department 
for the preceding year.   
(Code 1963, § 3-1012)  
 
Sec. 7-5. Agents and employees.  
 

The superintendent of cemeteries and all other cemetery employees shall hold their 
respective offices subject to the provisions of civil service, and shall perform such duties and 
receive such compensation as the board shall from time to time determine in conformity with 
established schedules of the city council.   
(Code 1963, § 3-1004)   
 
Sec. 7-6. Regulation for care and management of cemeteries.  
 

The board shall have full power to make all needful regulations for the care, use and 
management of said cemeteries.   
(Code 1963, § 3-1013)   
 
Sec. 7-7. Sales of burial lots; records; fee.  
 

The board may, by deed made and executed in such manner and form as it may prescribe, 
convey to any person the sole and exclusive right of burial in any lot in such cemeteries and of 
erecting tombs, cenotaphs and other monuments or structures thereon, upon such terms and 
conditions as its regulations prescribe. Such deeds and all subsequent deeds of such lots made by 
owners thereof shall be recorded in the office of the city clerk in books kept for that purpose upon 
payment of the statutory fee. The office of the board shall be deemed a part of the offices of the 
city clerk for the keeping of the aforementioned records. Said records shall be open to the public 
at all reasonable times.   
(Code 1963, § 3-1005)  

State Law References-Conveyance of burial lots, M.G.L.A. c. 114, § 24; for such fees, 
see c. 262, § 34 (78).   
 
Sec. 7-8. Record of lots and transactions.  

 
The board shall keep suitable books, in which it shall cause to be entered full records of all 

lots in every public cemetery, giving the name and address of the person entitled to the right of 
burial in said lots, and of all transfers of the same, and also the place of every grave in said 
cemetery, and the name of the person buried in said grave, and shall cause to be prepared, and 
from time to time corrected, an accurate plan of every public cemetery, showing every lot and 
every grave therein, to be used in connection with said records. The board shall also keep records 
of its transactions.   
(Code 1963, § 3-1006)   
 
Sec. 7-9. Deposits for care of lots.  
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The board shall determine the amount to be deposited for perpetual or other care of lots 

and may give a certificate certifying that such deposit has been paid to the city treasurer for the 
care and preservation of a designated lot.   
(Code 1963, § 3-1007)   
 
Sec. 7-10. Disposition of funds.  

 
All sums now held by the city, and all sums received by the city treasurer under provisions 

of section 7-9 may be deposited in some savings bank in this commonwealth or may be invested 
in securities which are legal for the investment of funds of savings banks under the laws of the 
commonwealth. The city treasurer shall keep books in which such officer shall enter full details of 
such investments. The city treasurer shall collect the income of said investments and properly 
credit the same on such books. It shall be the duty of the board to apply the income of said 
investments for the preservation and care of the lots for which said deposits have been made, 
and to manage all sums held by the city which are otherwise applicable to the care of particular 
lots in both public and private cemeteries.   
(Code 1963, § § 3-209, 3-1008)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 114, § § 19, 25.   
 
Sec. 7-11. Separation of proceeds of sales.  

 
The proceeds of all sales of burial rights received by the city treasurer shall be kept 

separate and apart from all other funds, and shall be appropriated to reimburse the city for 'the 
cost of land purchased or acquired by the city for cemetery purposes, or for the improvement and 
embellishment thereof. All receipts of the cemetery department, except as heretofore provided, 
together with all amounts charged to the care of lots under the provisions of section 7-9 shall be 
credited to the accounts of cemeteries.   
( Code 1963, § 3-1009)   
 
Sec. 7-12. Graves not to be opened except under direction of board.  
 

No grave shall be opened in any public cemetery except under the direction of the board, 
and application must be made therefore, and no grave shall be opened in any portion of a public 
cemetery not divided into lots, except at such places as said board shall designate, and said 
board shall make no reservation of any part thereof with a view to the prospective occupancy 
thereof.   
(Code 1963, § 3-1010)   
 
Sec. 7-13. Approval of gravestones, monuments, etc.  
 

No person shall erect any gravestone, monument or structure of any kind, or plant any 
trees, shrubs or flowers in any public cemetery of the city, unless it be with the sanction, consent 
and approval of the board.   
(Code 1963, § 3-1011)   
 
Sec. 7-14. Permission required to pass through cemetery.  
 

Whoever uses as a means of passage from one point to another, or for any other purpose, 
the premises of a cemetery or burial place between one-half hour before sunset and one-half hour 
after sunup (during the hours of darkness) without first obtaining the permission of the cemetery 
board, in writing, shall be punished as provided in section 1-9 of this Code.   
(Code 1963, § 14-163; Ord. of 5-28-81, § 1)  
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Chapter 8 
 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT* 
 
Sec. 8-1. Department of emergency management.  
 

There is hereby established a department of emergency management. It shall be the 
function of the department to have charge of emergency management as defined in section 1, 
Chapter 639, Acts of 1950, as amended, and to perform emergency management functions as 
authorized or directed by said chapter or by executive orders or general regulations promulgated 
thereunder, and to exercise any authority delegated to it by the governor under said chapter.   
( Code 1963, § 1-701; Ord. of 10-14-93, § 1)  

State law reference-The act is codified as section 13-1 et seq., ch. 33 App., M.G.L.A.   
(Special Laws edition).   
 
Sec. 8-2. Director.   
 

(a)  The department shall be under the direction of a director of emergency management 
who shall be appointed as prescribed by law.   
 

(b)  The director shall have direct responsibility for the organization, administration and 
operation of the department, subject to the direction and control of the appointing authority. The 
director may, within the limits of the amount appropriated therefore, appoint such experts, clerks 
and other assistants as the work of the department may require and may remove them, and may 
make such expenditures as may be necessary to execute effectively the purposes of Chapter 639, 
Acts of 1950.   
 

(c)  The director shall also have authority to appoint district coordinators and may accept 
and may receive, on behalf of the city, services, equipment, supplies, materials or funds by way 
of gift, grant or loan, for purposes of emergency management offered by the federal government 
or any agency or officer thereof or any person, subject to the terms of the offer and the rules and 
regulations, if any, of the agency making the offer. The director shall cause appropriate records to 
be kept of all matters relating to such gifts, grants or loans.   
(Code 1963, § 1-702; Ord. of 10-14-93, § 1)  

State Law Reference-Director, M.G.L.A. c. 33 App., § 13-13.   
 
Sec. 8-3. Comprehensive emergency management planning committee.  
 

There is hereby established, a comprehensive emergency planning committee. Said 
committee shall serve without pay and shall consist of the director of emergency management, 
such other department heads, and such other persons as the authority appointing said director 
may deem necessary. Such member of said committee as said appointing authority shall 
designate, shall serve as chairman of said committee. Said committee shall work with said 
director to develop and maintain current, an emergency plan to mitigate, prepare for, respond to 
and recover from the effects of various hazards to which the city is vulnerable.   
(Code 1963, § 1-703; Ord. of 10-14-93, § 2)   
 
Sec. 8.4. Termination of chapter.  
 

This chapter shall remain in force during the effective period of Chapter 639, Acts of 1950, 
and any act in amendment of continuance thereof or substitution therefore.   
(Code 1963, § 1-705)  

                                                 
* Editor’s note – An ordinance adopted October 14, 1993, amended Ch. 8 by changing “civil 
defense” to “emergency management.”  Inasmuch as the title of Ch. 8 was “Civil Defense,” the 
title has been changed at the discretion of the editor to “Emergency Management.” 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
 

Chapter 9 
 

COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
SECTION 1000.  PURPOSE, AUTHORITY, AND DEFINITIONS. 
 
 1100.  PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY 
 
 1200.  DEFINITIONS 
 
SECTION 2000.  USE AND DIMENSIONAL REGULATIONS. 
 
 2100.  DISTRICTS 
  

2110. Establishment 
2120.  Boundary Definition 

 
2200.  USE REGULATIONS 

 
2210.  General 
2220.  Applicability 
2230.  Table of Use Regulations   

 
2300.  ACCESSORY BUILDINGS AND USES   

 
2310.  General 
2320.  Accessory Uses 
2330.  Accessory Structures 
2340.  Accessory Dwelling Units 

   
2400.  NONCONFORMING USES AND STRUCTURES 

 
2410.   Applicability 
2420.   Nonconforming Uses 
2430. Nonconforming Structures, Other Than Single & Two Family 

Structures 
2440.   Nonconforming Single and Two Family Structures 
2450.   Abandonment or Non-Use 
2460.   Catastrophe 
2470.   Reversion to Nonconformity 

 
2500.  HOME OCCUPATIONS 

 
2510.   Home Occupations As of Right 
2520.   Home Occupations by Special Permit 

 
 2600.  LOW LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE 
  
  2610. Low-level radioactive waste or nuclear waste facilities 
 

2700.  DIMENSIONAL REGULATIONS 
 

2710.   General 
2720.   Table of Dimensional Requirements 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
2730.   Dimensional Variation 
2740.   Vision Clearance on Corner Lots in Residence Districts 
2750.   Yards in Residence Districts 
2760.   Cornices and Belt Courses 
2770.   Courts 
2780.  Height of Buildings 

 
SECTION 3000.  GENERAL REGULATIONS. 
 

3100.  PARKING AND LOADING 
 

3110.  Applicability 
3120.  Special Permit 
3130.  Table of Parking and Loading Requirements 
3140.  Location and Layout of Parking and  

  Loading Facilities 
3150.  Size of Parking Space 

 
3200.  GENERAL SIGN AND AWNING REGULATIONS 

 
3210.  General Requirements 
3220.  Prohibited Signs 
3230.  Permit Required 
3240.  Signs extending over a street layout 
3250.  Regulations governing particular sign types 
3260.  Application for and issuance of permits 
3270.  Exemptions 
3280. General standards for signs requiring permits in accordance with 

section 3260 
3290. Temporary permit to erect sign 

3290A. Penalty for violation 
3290B.   Indemnity of City 
3290C. Regulations for removal of signs 

 
3200AA.  SIGNS IN THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT. 
 

  3210AA.  Purpose 
  3220AA.  Area of applicability 
  3230AA.  Permits required 
  3240AA.  Application 
  3250AA.  Fees 
  3260AA.  Sign design review board; appeals and exceptions 
3270AA.  Standards 
3280AA.  Nonconforming signs 
3290AA. Safety and maintenance 

 
3300.  SCREENING AND LANDSCAPING 

 
3310.  Purpose 
3320.  Applicability 
3330.  Requirements 
3340.  Special Permit 
3350.  Coordination with Site Plan Approval 
3360.  Maintenance 

 
3400.  STORAGE REGULATIONS 

 
3410.  Major Recreational Equipment 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
3420.  Unregistered Motor Vehicles 

 
SECTION 4000.  SPECIAL REGULATIONS 
 

4100.  ADULT USES 
 

4110.  General 
4120.  Separation Distances 
4130.  Measurement of Radius 
4140.  Size of Establishment 
4150.  Parking Requirements 
4160.  Screening 
4170.  Application 
4180.  Prohibition 

 
4200.  BODY ART 
 
 4210. General 
 4220. Separation Distances 
 4230. Determining the Radius 
 4240. Parking Requirements 
 4250.  Screening 
 4260. Application 

 
 4300.  ASPHALT PLANTS 
 
  4310.  Special Permit 
 

4400.  FLOOD HAZARD OVERLAY DISTRICT (FHOD) 
 

4410. Purpose 
4420. Location 
4430. Definitions   
4440. Procedures 
4450. General Standards 
4460. Utilities in the FHOD 
4470. Stored Materials 
4480. Development Standards in the A, Al, A9 and All Zones Designated on 

the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) 
4490. Development Standards in the V9 and V14 Zones Designated on the 

Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) 
 
 
 4500. DOWNTOWN BUSINESS OVERLAY DISTRICT (DBOD) 
 

4510.  Purpose 
4520.  Location 
4530.  Definitions 
4540.  Front Yard 
4550.  Special Permit 
4560.  Special Permit Application 
4570.  Action by the Zoning Board of Appeals 

  
4600.  WORKING WATERFRONT OVERLAY DISTRICT 

 
4700. ASSISTED AND INDEPENDENT LIVING FACILITIES 

 
4710.  Purpose 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
4720.  Definitions 
4730.  Special Permit 
4740.  Application 
4750.  Standards 
4760.  Conversion of Existing Structures 
4770.  Action by the Planning Board 

 
4800.  MOTOR VEHICLE LIGHT SERVICE AND REPAIR  

 
4810.  General 
4820.  Permit Required 
4830.  Procedures 
4840.  Parking 
4850.  Special Permit Required 

 
4900.  WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES (WCF) 

 
4910.  Purpose 
4920.  Location 
4930.  Submittal Requirements 
4940.  Special Permit 
4950.  Conditions 

 
SECTION 5000.  ADMINISTRATION AND PROCEDURES 
 

5100.  ADMINISTRATION 
 

5110.  Permits 
5120.  Enforcement 
5130.  Penalties 

 
5200.  ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS. 

 
5210.  Establishment 
5220.  Powers 
5230.  Regulations 
5240.  Fees 

 
5300.  SPECIAL PERMITS 

 
5310.  Special Permit Granting Authority  
5320.  Criteria 
5330.  Procedures 
5340.  Plans 
5350.  Development Impact Statement (DIS) 
5360.  Conditions 
5370.  Lapse 
5380.  Regulations 
5390.  Fees 

 
5400.  SITE PLAN REVIEW. 

 
5410.  Purpose 

 5420.  Applicability 
5430.  Procedures 
5440.  Preparation of Plans 
5450.  Contents of Plan 
5460.  Waivers 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
5470.  Approval 
5480.  Lapse 
5490.  Regulations 
5490A. Fee 
5490B. Appeal 

 
5500.  AMENDMENTS 

 
5600.  APPLICABILITY 

 
5610.  Other Laws 
5620.  Conformance 

 
5700.  PLANNING MORATORIUM 

 
 5800 – 8999. RESERVED 
 

9000. SEPARABILITY 
 
APPENDICES 
 

A TABLE OF PRINCIPAL USE REGULATIONS 
        B     TABLE OF DIMENSIONAL REGULATIONS 

C TABLE OF PARKING AND LOADING REQUIREMENTS 
 
SECTION 1000.  PURPOSE, AUTHORITY, AND DEFINITIONS. 
 
1100.  PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY. 
 
These regulations are enacted to promote the general welfare of the City of New Bedford, to 
protect the health and safety of its inhabitants, to encourage the most appropriate use of land 
throughout the city, to preserve the cultural, historical heritage of the community, to increase the 
amenities of the city, and to reduce the hazard from fire by regulating the location and use of 
buildings and the area of open space around them, all as authorized by, but not limited to, the 
provisions of the Zoning Act, G.L. c. 40A, as amended, Section 2A of 1975 Mass. Acts 808, and by 
Article 89 of the Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  (Ord. 
of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
 
1200.  DEFINITIONS. 
 
In this ordinance, the following terms and constructions shall apply unless a contrary meaning is 
required by the context or is specifically prescribed in the text of the ordinance.  Words used in 
the present tense include the future.  The singular includes the plural and the plural includes the 
singular.  The word "shall" is mandatory and "may" is permissive or discretionary.  The word 
"and" includes "or" unless the contrary is evident from the text.  The word "includes" or 
"including" shall not limit a term to specified examples, but is intended to extend its meaning to 
all other instances, circumstances, or items of like character or kind.  The word "lot" includes 
"plot"; the word "used" or "occupied" shall be considered as though followed by the words "or 
intended, arranged, or designed to be used or occupied".  The words "building," "structure," "lot," 
or "parcel," shall be construed as being followed by the words "or any portion thereof." The word 
"person" includes a firm, association, organization, partnership, company, or corporation, as well 
as an individual.  Terms and words not defined herein but defined in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts state building code shall have the meaning given therein unless a contrary 
intention is clearly evident in this ordinance. 
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Accessory Dwelling Unit: A dwelling unit, subordinate to the dwelling unit in a Single Family 
structure, whether located within the principal structure or in a detached structure on the 
property. 
 
Accessory building:  A subordinate building located on the same lot as the main, or principal 
building or principal use, the use of which is customarily incidental to that of the principal building 
or use of the land. 
 
Accessory use:  A use customarily incidental to that of the main or principal building or use of the 
land, and located on the same lot. 
 
Adult day care facility:  A social day care or adult day health facility, as those terms are defined 
by the Commonwealth’s Department of Elder Affairs. 
  
Adult entertainment establishment: An establishment having a substantial or significant portion of 
its business activity, stock in trade, or other materials for sale, rental or display, which are 
distinguished or characterized by their emphasis on matter depicting, describing, or relating to 
sexual conduct as defined in M.G.L. c. 272, § 31, including but not limited to the following: any 
adult bookstore, adult live entertainment establishment, adult motion picture theatre, adult mini 
motion picture theatre, adult paraphernalia store or adult video store as defined below:  
 
Adult bookstore:  An establishment having as a substantial or significant portion of its stock in 
trade printed matter, books, magazines, picture periodicals, motion picture films, video cassettes, 
computer compact disks, computer disks or diskettes, or coin-operated motion picture machines 
for sale, barter or rental which are distinguished or characterized by their emphasis on matters 
depicting, describing or relating to "sexual conduct" as that term is defined in G.L. c 272, s. 31, 
"sexual devices" or an establishment having for sale sexual devices which shall mean any artificial 
human penis, vagina or anus or other device primarily designed promoted or marketed to 
physically stimulate or manipulate the human genitals, pubic area or anal area, including dildos, 
penisators, vibrators, penis rings, erection enlargement or prolonging creams or other 
preparations or an establishment with a segment or section devoted to the sale or display of such 
materials. 
 
Adult live entertainment establishments:  Establishments which feature live entertainment which 
consists of entertainers engaging in "sexual conduct" or "nudity" as defined in G.L. c. 272, s. 31. 
 
Adult motion picture theater:  An enclosed building with a capacity of fifty (50) or more persons 
used for presenting material distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on matter depicting, 
describing or relating “sexual conduct” as defined in G.L. c. 272, s.31, for observation by patrons 
therein. 
 
Adult mini motion picture theater:  An enclosed building with a capacity for less than fifty (50) 
persons used for presenting material distinguished or characterized by emphasis on matter 
depicting, describing or relating to “sexual conduct” as defined in G.L. c. 272, s.31, for 
observation by patrons therein. 
 
Adult paraphernalia store: an establishment having as a substantial or significant portion of its 
stock devices, objects, tools, or toys which are distinguished or characterized by their association 
with sexual activity, including sexual conduct or sexual excitement as defined in chapter 272, 
section 31 of the Massachusetts General Laws. 
 
Adult video store: An establishment having a substantial or significant portion of its stock in 
trade, books, magazines, and other matter which are distinguished or characterized by an 
emphasis on matter depicting, describing or relating to “sexual conduct" as defined in G.L. c. 272, 
s.31.  
 

As to Adult Entertainment, "Substantial or significant portion" shall mean at least that portion 
of: 
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(i)  retail sales accounting for at least twenty (20) percent of gross sales; or 
 

(ii) merchandise accounting for at least twenty (20) percent of total merchandise available for 
sales; or 

 
(iii) shelf space and display space which when combined is in excess of eighty (80) square 
feet; or 
 
(iv) twenty (20) percent or more of the hours during which the establishment is open. 

 
Advertising blimp: An advertising blimp is an inflatable sign that by way of gas or other manner is 
caused to float above the structure it is attached to. Further, such inflatable sign is capable of 
moving from place to place and is not permanently affixed to the ground or structure. 

 
Agricultural use, nonexempt: Agricultural use of property not exempted by G.L. c. 40A, s. 3. 
 
Alterations:  As applied to a building or structure, a change or rearrangement in the structural 
parts or in the existing facilities, or an enlargement whether by extending on a side or by 
increasing in height, or the moving from one (1) location or position to another. 
 
Alternative tower structure: Man-made trees, clock facilities, bell steeples, light poles and similar 
alterative-design mounting structures that camouflage or conceal the presence of antennas or 
wireless telecommunications facilities. 

 
Animal clinic or hospital:  A place where animals or pets are given medical or surgical treatment 
and the boarding of animals is limited to short term care incidental to the clinic or hospital use. 
 
Antenna: Any exterior transmitting or receiving device mounted on a wireless telecommunications 
facility, building or structure and used in communications that radiate or capture electromagnetic 
waves, digital signals, analog signals, radio frequencies (excluding radar signals), wireless 
telecommunications signals or other communication signals. This definition includes repeaters as 
defined herein. 
 
Aquarium: A building where collections of fish, live water plants, and marine animals are 
exhibited for public display. 
 
Aquaculture: The cultivation of fish or shellfish for food. 
 
Aquifer: Geologic formation composed of rock or sand and gravel that contains significant 
amounts of potentially recoverable potable water. 
 
Assisted living community: A structure or structures used for the multifamily residence of persons 
that: (i) Provides room and board; and (ii) Provides, directly by employees of the entity or 
through arrangements with another organization which the entity may or may not control or own, 
assistance with activities of daily living (defined as physical support, aid or assistance with 
bathing, dressing/grooming, ambulation, eating, toileting, or other similar tasks) for three or 
more adult residents not related by consanguinity or affinity to their care provider; and  (iii) 
Collects payments or third party reimbursement from or on behalf of residents to pay for the 
provision of assistance with the activities of daily living or arranges from the same, or as 
otherwise defined in G.L. c. 19D, s.1, as amended from time to time. 
 
Attic: The space between the ceiling beams of the top story and the roof rafters. 
 
Awning:  A detachable or permanent shade of cloth, canvas or a light-weight metal, such as 
aluminum, which is so constructed that it may be readily rolled up or retracted while still attached 
to a building. 
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Bank: A financial institution regulated by the Commissioner of Banking for the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
 
Batch asphalt plant: A facility for the manufacture of asphalt products. 
 
Bed and breakfast: A private owner-occupied residence in which lodging and breakfast are offered 
to transients for a fee.  Such a facility shall not contain more than 3 rooms for rent.  Only 
breakfast shall be served and only guests residing in the structure may be served.   
 
Billboard: An accessory or non accessory, changeable copy sign erected for the purpose of 
advertising a product, event, person or subject not entirely related to the premises on which the 
sign is located, and upon which the advertising message is painted or posted with printed art 
panels. 
 

On-ground billboard: A billboard which is supported by one or more columns, poles, uprights 
or braces, in or upon the ground which is not a direct part of a building. 

 
On-structure billboard: A billboard which is attached to and is therefore a direct part of a 
building. 

 
Boarding house:  A dwelling or part thereof in which lodging is provided by the owner or operator 
to three or more boarders. 
 
Body Art Establishment:  Any building or structure where the practices of body piercing and/or 
tattooing, whether or not for profit, are performed. 
 
Body Piercing:  The puncturing or penetration of the skin of a person using pre-sterilized single 
use needles and the insertion of pre-sterilized jewelry or other adornment thereto in the opening.  
Puncturing the outer perimeter or lobe of the ear using a pre-sterilized single use stud and clasp 
ear piercing system shall not be included in this definition. 
 
Building:  A structure enclosed within exterior walls or firewalls, built, erected, and framed of a 
combination of any materials, having a roof, to form a structure for the shelter of persons, 
animals, or property.  For the purposes of this definition, "roof" shall include an awning or any 
similar covering, whether or not permanent in nature.  Unless otherwise permitted by law, 
portable structures shall not be used for dwelling purposes, for the transaction of business or the 
provision of services. 
 
Building area: The exterior horizontal projected area of a building including enclosed porches, but 
excluding cornices, steps, terraces, fire escapes, ramps, open porches and decks.   
 
Building height:  The vertical distance from the mean grade of the street curb directly in front of it 
to the highest point of the roof, except that where a lot abuts upon two (2) or more streets the 
height shall be measured from the curb of the street of greatest width, and where the widths are 
the same, from the highest mean grade upon which it abuts, and if the building does not abut 
directly on a street, from the mean grade of the ground adjoining the building. 
 
Building, principal:  A building in which is conducted the main or principal use of the lot on which 
said building is situated. 
 
Business or professional office:  A building or part thereof, for the transaction of business or the 
provision of services exclusive of the receipt, sale, storage, or processing of merchandise. 
 
Cemetery:  A plot of land within which the remains of a deceased person or other living being are 
buried or interred pursuant to the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 114, as 
amended. 
 
Change of use: Any use that substantially differs from the previous use of a building or land. 
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Child Care Facility: A child care facility defined in G.L. c. 28A, s. 9. 
 
Club or lodge, nonprofit:  Buildings, structures and premises used by a nonprofit social or civic 
organization, or by a nonprofit organization catering exclusively to members and their guests for 
social, civic, recreational, or athletic purposes which are not conducted primarily for gain and 
provided there are no vending stands, merchandising, or commercial activities except as may be 
required generally for the membership and purposes of such organization. 
 
Commercial recreation, indoors: A structure for recreational, social or amusement purposes, 
which may include as an accessory use the consumption of food and drink, including all connected 
rooms or space with a common means of egress and entrance.  Places of assembly shall include 
theaters, concert halls, dance halls, skating rinks, bowling alleys, health clubs, dance studios, or 
other commercial recreational centers conducted for or not for profit. 
 
Commercial recreation, outdoors:  Drive-in theater, golf course/driving range, bathing beach, 
sports club, horseback riding stable, boathouse, game preserve, marina or other commercial 
recreation carried on in whole or in part outdoors, except those activities more specifically 
designated in this ordinance. 
 
Commercial vehicle, light: Any vehicle under 10,000 lbs. gross vehicle weight which is used in 
construction or other commercial enterprise.  This does not include other equipment used for 
landscaping and/or construction or cube vans, stepvans and buses. 
 
Commercial vehicle, heavy: Any vehicle over 10,000 lbs. gross vehicle weight which is used in 
construction or other commercial enterprise.  This includes other equipment used for landscaping 
and/or construction or cube vans, stepvans and buses. 

 
Corner lot: A lot bounded by more than one (1) street. 
 
Concrete plant: A facility for the manufacture of concrete products. 
 
Condominium: A building, or group of buildings, in which dwelling units, offices, or floor area are 
owned individually, and the structure, common areas, and facilities are owned by all the owners 
on a proportional, undivided basis. 
 
Construction Site Trailer: A temporary and mobile structure used as a site construction office 
throughout the duration of a construction project. 
 
Contractor’s yard: Land used for the storage of commercial construction equipment, materials, 
and supplies and for the parking of registered commercial vehicles.  
 
Convention center: A facility for the convocation and gathering of large groups of individuals. 
 
Conversion of dwelling: Conversion of an existing dwelling, which, because of its size has become 
unsuitable or unsellable for its original purpose due to changes in present day living conditions, so 
as to be occupied by more families than allowed in the zoning district in which it is situated. 
 
Court: An unoccupied space other than a yard, open to the sky, and wholly or partly enclosed by 
the walls of a building situated on the same lot. 
 

An "outer court" is a court which extends for its full required width to a street or yard. 
 
  An "inner court" is a court not thus extending. 
 

"Width" as applied to an outer court is the horizontal dimension of the open side of the court. 
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"Depth" as applied to an outer court is the dimension measured at right angles to the width of 
the same. 

 
"Width" as applied to an inner court is the lesser dimension, and "length" is the greater 
dimension. 

 
Debris: Accumulated fragments, ruins or rubbish.  In addition to this usual meaning shall also 
include but not be limited to the following: used motor vehicle and heavy equipment parts and 
demolition materials from buildings and other structures. 
 
Distribution facility: A facility for the packaging, storage and distribution of previously 
manufactured products. 
 
Driveway: A graded area, covered with an impervious surface or crushed stone used to access the 
principal use on a property from a public or public way. 
 
Dwelling unit: One or more rooms providing complete living facilities for one family including 
equipment for cooking or provisions for the same and including room or rooms for living, sleeping 
and eating. 
 
Dwelling:  A building designed and occupied as the living quarters of one family.  Single- and 
two-family dwellings shall be designed for and occupied by not more than one (1) or two (2) 
families, respectively.  A multifamily dwelling shall be one designed for and occupied by three (3) 
or more families. 
 
Earth removal:  Extraction of sand, gravel, top soil, or other earth for sale or for use at a site 
removed from the place of extraction exclusive of the grading of a lot preparatory to the 
construction of a building for which a building permit has been issued, or the grading of streets in 
accordance with an approved definitive plan. 
 
Education use, exempt: Educational facilities exempted from regulation by G.L. c. 40A, s. 3. 
 
Educational use, nonexempt: Educational facilities not exempted from regulation by G.L. c. 40A, 
s. 3. 
 
Erect:  To build, construct, reconstruct, move upon, or conduct any physical development of the 
premises required for a building; to excavate, fill, drain, and the like preparation for building shall 
also be considered to erect. 
 
Essential services: Services provided by a public service corporation or by governmental agencies 
through erection, construction, alteration, or maintenance of gas, electrical, steam, or water 
transmission or distribution systems and collection, communication, supply, or disposal systems 
whether underground or overhand, but not including wireless communications facilities.  Facilities 
necessary for the provision of essential services include poles, wires, drains, sewers, pipes, 
conduits, cables, fire alarm boxes, police call boxes, traffic signals, hydrants and other similar 
equipment in connection therewith. 
 
Family:   One or more persons related by blood, adoption, or marriage, living and cooking 
together as a single housekeeping unit, exclusive of household servants.  A number of persons 
but not exceeding two (2) living and cooking together as a single housekeeping unit though not 
related by blood, adoption, or marriage shall be deemed to constitute a family. 
 
Family day care:  Any private residence which on a regular basis receives for temporary custody 
and care during part or all of the day, children under seven (7) years of age or children under 
sixteen (16) years of age if such children have special needs.  Provided, however, in either case, 
that the total number of children shall not exceed more than ten (10), excluding participating 
children living in the residence. 
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Farm stand, exempt:  Facility for the sale of produce, wine and dairy products on property 
exempted by G.L. c. 40A, s. 3. 
 
Farm stand, nonexempt:  Facility for the sale of produce, wine and dairy products on property not 
exempted by G.L. c. 40A, s. 3. 
 
FIRM: Flood Insurance Rate Map(s). 
 
Fish Processing: A process by which harvested seafood, or by -product of harvested seafood,   is 
cleaned, cut and otherwise prepared or cooked  for sale in bulk.   
 
Floodplain: Those areas of land adjacent to rivers, streams and other water courses in the City 
which experience regular of periodic flooding. 
 
Funeral home:  Facility for the conducting of funerals and related activities such as embalming. 
 
Garden apartment: One or more two or three-story, multifamily structures, generally built as at a 
gross density of ten to fifteen dwelling units per acre, with each structure containing eight to 
twenty dwelling units and including related off-street parking, open space, and recreation.  
 
Green Space: That certain portion of a parcel of land which may not be improved with a structure 
or pavement. 
 
Gross floor area: The sum of all floor areas of a building or group of buildings on a lot as 
measured from the exterior faces of the walls.  In the case of dwellings, cellars, unenclosed 
porches, or attics not used for human occupancy shall not be included.  Further, floor area 
intended or designed for the parking of motor vehicles or for the housing of heating and 
ventilation equipment shall not be included. 
 
Group home: A nonprofit boarding home, licensed by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, for 
the sheltered care of persons with special needs, which, in addition to providing food and shelter, 
may provide some combination of personal care, social or counseling services, and transportation. 
 
Hazardous material:  Any substance which is listed in, but not limited to, the EPA priority 
pollutants as described in section 307(a) of the Clean Water Act, as amended. 
 
Home occupation:  An occupation, business, trade, service or profession which is incidental to and 
conducted in a dwelling unit, by a permanent resident thereof.  No more than one home 
occupation can be conducted on any premises. 
 
Hospital: An institution providing primary health services and medical or surgical care to persons, 
primarily inpatients, suffering from illnesses, disease, injury and other conditions, and related 
facilities, such as laboratories, outpatient facilities, training facilities, offices, and staff residences. 
 
Hotel: A building occupied as a temporary abode of individuals, in which provision is not made for 
cooking in any room, and in which there are more than twenty (20) sleeping rooms, a public 
dinning room, and a general kitchen. 
 
Inn:  An establishment where transient guests are lodged for a consideration and where they may 
receive for a consideration meals, maid or room service, telephone or desk service and all other 
necessities, conveniences and facilities. 
 
Junk:  Any article or material or collection thereof, which is worn out, cast off or discarded and 
which is ready for destruction or has been collected or stored for salvage or conversion.  Any 
article or material which, unaltered or unchanged and without further reconditioning can be used 
for its original purpose as readily as when new shall be considered junk. 
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Junk motor vehicle:  A motor vehicle which is worn out, cast off, or discarded and which is ready 
for dismantling or destruction, or which has been collected or stored for salvage, or for stripping 
in order to make use of the parts thereof.  Any parts from such a vehicle shall be considered a 
junk motor vehicle under this Ordinance. 
 
Junkyard or automobile graveyard:  The use of any area or any lot, whether inside or outside of a 
building, for the storage, keeping, or abandonment of junk, scrap or discarded materials, or the 
dismantling, demolition, or abandonment of automobiles, other vehicles, machinery, or parts 
thereof, licensed therefore. 
 
Kennel:  Premises used for the harboring and/or care of more than three (3) dogs or other 
domestic, non-farm animals (three (3) months old or over).  Use shall be so classified regardless 
of the purpose for which the animals are maintained, whether fees are charged or not, and 
whether the use is a principal or accessory one. 
 
Light manufacturing:  Fabrication, assembly, processing, finishing work or packaging, but 
excluding fish processing.  
 
Loading space, off-street: Space located on the same lot with a main building, or contiguous to a 
group of buildings, for bulk pickups and deliveries, scaled to delivery vehicles expected to be 
used, and accessible to such vehicles when required off-street parking spaces are filed.  Such 
space shall abut a street, alley, or other appropriate means of ingress or egress. 
 
Lot: Any lot or plot, in one ownership and not divided by a street and not within the limits of a 
public or private way upon which the lot abuts, occupied by one building and its accessory 
buildings and uses and including such open spaces as are required by this ordinance. 
 

Area:  The horizontal area of the lot exclusive of any area in a street or recorded way open to 
public use.  At least eighty (80) percent of the lot area required for zoning compliance shall 
be contiguous land other than that under any water body, bog, swamp, wet meadow, marsh, 
or other wetland, as defined in G.L. c. 131, s.40, as amended. 

 
Corner:  A lot with two (2) adjacent sides abutting upon streets or other public spaces. 

 
Depth of:  The mean distance from a street line of the lot to its opposite rear line, measured 
in Frontage the mean general direction of the side lines of the lot. 

 
of:  A lot line coinciding with the sideline of a street which provides both legal rights of 
vehicular access and actual physical vehicular access to the lot, said line to be measured 
continuously along a single street for the entire width of the lot.  Vehicular access to a 
building site on the lot shall be exclusively through the legal frontage of the lot. 

 
Line:  The dividing line between lots.  A rear lot line is the lot line opposite to the street line, 
or in the case of a corner lot, the lot line elected by the owner, provided that it be indicated 
on the plans filed with the Inspector of Buildings as provided hereafter.  On a corner lot, only 
one line can be considered a street line; all other lines shall be considered side lines. 

 
Width of:  The horizontal distance between side lot lines, measured parallel to the lot frontage 
at the front yard setback line. 

 
Low-level or radioactive waste facility:  A facility the primary purpose or principal activity of which 
is the commercial collection, processing, reprocessing, storage, burial, incineration, disposal or 
brokerage of radioactive wastes, including but not limited to waste classified as low-level 
radioactive waste. 
 
M.G.L.:  The General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, as amended from time to 
time. 
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Major recreational equipment: Campers, trailers, boats, vessels or other recreational vehicles or 
equipment. 
 
Manufacturing: A use engaged in the basic processing and manufacturing of materials, or the 
manufacture from previously prepared materials, of finished products or parts, including 
processing, fabrication, assembly, treatment, packaging, incidental storage, sales and distribution 
of such products, but not including the following: 
 
 Garbage and refuse incineration or disposal otherwise of material not originating on the premises, 
except by the City of New Bedford; distillation of bones, rendering or fat or reduction of animal 
matter; manufacturing of glue; oil refining; bulk storage of petroleum products; foundries, 
manufacture of large machine parts, metal working; taberues; manufacture of cement products 
and cement mixing; processing, storage and distribution of asphalt products; slaughterhouses; 
sand gravel and stone processing plants; trailer parks and mobile homes; airports; piggeries.   
 
Medical center or clinic: A building designed and used for the diagnosis and treatment of human 
patients that does not include overnight care facilities. 
 
Mobile home:  A dwelling built upon a chassis, containing complete electrical, plumbing and 
sanitary facilities, and designed without necessity of a permanent foundation for year-round 
living, irrespective of whether actually attached to a foundation or otherwise permanently located. 
 
Motel:  A building or buildings intended and designed for transient, overnight or extended 
occupancy, divided into separate units within the same building with or without a public dining 
facility.  If such motel has independent cooking facilities, such unit shall not be occupied by any 
guest for more than four (4) continuous months, nor may the guest reoccupy any unit within 
thirty (30) days of a continuous four-month stay, nor may the guest stay more than six (6) 
months in any calendar year.  No occupant of such motel may claim residency at such location. 
 
Motor vehicle: An automobile, truck, motorcycle, or other trackless, self-propelled vehicle 
designed primarily to transport persons or property over public streets and highways. 
 
Motor vehicle body repair: An establishment, garage or work area enclosed within a building 
where repairs are made or caused to be made to motor vehicle bodies, including fenders, 
bumpers and similar components of motor vehicle bodies or fuel sales. 
 
Motor vehicle general repair: An establishment, garage or work area enclosed within a building 
where any automobile repair, excluding body work and painting  may occur , but does not include 
the storage of vehicles for the cannibalization of parts or fuel sales. 
 
Motor vehicle general or body repair:  An establishment, garage or work area enclosed within a 
building where repairs are made or caused to be made to motor vehicle and their bodies, 
including fenders, bumpers and similar components of motor vehicle bodies, but does not include 
the storage vehicles for the cannibalization of parts or fuel sales. 
 
Motor vehicle light service:  Premises for the supplying of fuel, oil, lubrication, washing, or minor 
repair services, but not to include body work, painting, or major repairs, or storage of vehicles for 
parts. 
 
Motor vehicle light services/convenience store: A light service station which also engages in the 
over-the-counter sale of non-automobile related products. This use shall adhere to the regulations 
for specific uses for both commercial/business facilities and motor vehicle light service, whichever 
is greater. This use shall also adhere to the off-street parking regulations for retail businesses. 
 
Municipal facilities:  Facilities owned or operated by the City of New Bedford. 
 
Nursing or convalescent home:  Any building with sleeping rooms where persons are housed or 
lodged and furnished with meals and nursing care for hire.   
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Oceanarium:  A large aquarium for the exhibition or study of marine life. 
 
Place of assembly: A facility as defined in the State Building Code, 780 CMR 1.00 et seq. 
 
Private garage:  A garage for private use, whether as a principal or accessory use of a lot, 
provided that no business, service or industry connected directly or indirectly with motor vehicles 
is carried on, and provided that such garage shall not contain space for more than one motor 
vehicle for the first one thousand (1,000) square feet of lot area, and one additional motor vehicle 
for each additional two thousand (2,000) square feet of lot area, but in no event shall said garage 
contain space for more than three motor vehicles.  One commercial vehicle of one and one-half 
(l/2) tons capacity or less may be stored by its owner in such owner's private garage, but space 
shall not be leased for a commercial vehicle. 
 
Restaurant:  A building, or portion thereof, containing tables and/or booths for at least two-thirds 
(2/3) of its legal capacity, which is designed, intended and used for the indoor sales and 
consumption of food prepared on the premises, except that food may be consumed outdoors in 
landscaped terraces, designed for dining purposes, which are adjuncts to the main indoor 
restaurant facility.  The term "restaurant" shall not include "fast food establishments." 
 

Drive-through: A restaurant with a window for food service to motor vehicles. 
 

Fast-food or take-out:  An establishment whose principal business is the sale of pre-prepared 
or rapidly prepared food in edible or disposable containers directly to the customer in a ready 
to consume state for consumption either within the restaurant building or off premises which 
usually requires ordering food at a counter or drive through lane or window. 

 
Retail:  A facility selling goods but not specifically listed in 2230, the Table of Use Regulations. 
 
Salvage yard:  Property where motor vehicles are junked, dismantled or stored for later 
dismantling or distribution, licensed therefore. 
 
Sign:  Any device designed to inform or attract the attention of persons not on the premises on 
which the device is located.  Any building surfaces other than windows which are internally 
illuminated or decorated with gaseous tube or other lights are considered "signs."  The following, 
however, shall not be considered signs within the context of this ordinance: 
 

 (a) Flags and insignia of any government except when displayed in connection with 
commercial promotion. 

 
(b) Legal notices, or informational devices erected or required  by public agencies. 

 
(c) Temporary devices erected for a charitable or religious cause, provided they are removed 
within seven (7) days of erection. 

  
(d) Temporary displays inside windows, covering not more than thirty (30) percent of window 
area, illuminated by building illumination only. 

 
(e) Standard gasoline pumps bearing thereon in usual size and form the name, type, and 
price of gasoline. 

 
(f) Integral decorative or architectural features of a building, except letters, trademarks, 
moving parts, or parts internally illuminated or decorated with gaseous tube or other lights. 

 
(g) Devices identifying a building as distinct from one (1) or more of its occupants, such 
device being carved into or attached in such a way as to be an integral part of the building, 
not illuminated separate from building illumination, without color contrasting with sign 
background, and not exceeding four (4) square feet in area. 
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(h) Address identification through numerals or letters not exceeding three (3) inches in 
height. 
 
(i) "For Sale," "For Rent" or political signs.   

 
(j) window displays of merchandise or signs incidental to the display of merchandise. 

 
Sign, area of: Includes all lettering, wording and accompanying design and symbols, together 
with the background, whether open or enclosed, on which they are displayed. (This includes the 
spaces between the sections of a free-standing sign.) The area does not include supporting 
framework, bracing or decorative structure.  When a sign is painted upon or applied to a building, 
the area includes all lettering, wording and accompanying designs or symbols together with any 
background of a different color than the natural color of the building.  When individual letters or 
figures are attached or painted on a surface, a building, canopy, awning, wall or window, the area 
is that of the smallest rectangle or other geometric shape that encompasses all of the letters or 
symbols. 
 
Sign, canopy: A sign on or attached to a permanent overhanging shelter that projects from the 
face of a building and is supported only partially by the building. 
 
Sign, free-standing: A sign not supported by a wall or screening surface. 
 
Sign, marquee: A sign on or attached to a permanent overhanging shelter that projects from the 
face of a building and is supported entirely by the building. 
 
Sign, off-premises: A sign that advertises activities, goods, products, etc., that are available 
elsewhere than within the building or on the lot where the sign is located. 
 
Sign, on-premises: A sign which advertises activities, goods, products, etc., that are available 
within the building or on the lot where the sign is located. 
 
Storage Shed: A covered structure, with no more than 120 square feet of floor space and a height 
no greater than 12 feet.  
 
Story: That part of a building between the top of a finished floor and the top of the finished floor 
or roof next above. 
 

A "ground story" or "first story" is the lowest story entirely above the mean grade of the 
adjoining ground. 

 
An "upper story" is a story above the first story. 

 
A "mezzanine story" is a full story wherever it occupies more than one-third (1/3) of the area 
of the story in which it is situated. 

 
An "attic" is the space between the top story and a pitched roof. 

 
Street:  An accepted city way, or a way established by or maintained under county, state, or 
federal authority, or a way established by a subdivision plan approved in accordance with the 
subdivision control law actually constructed to specifications or for which adequate security exists 
to construct such way. 
 
Street line: The dividing line between a street and a lot.  
 
Structure:  A combination of materials assembled at a fixed location to give support or shelter, 
such as a building, framework, retaining wall, tent, reviewing stand, platform, bin, fence, sign, 
flagpole, recreational tramway, mast for radio antenna or the like.   
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Tattooing:  Any method of placing ink or other pigment into or under the skin or mucosa by the 
aid of needles or any other instrument used to puncture the skin, resulting in permanent 
coloration of the skin or mucosa.  This includes all forms of cosmetic tattooing. 
 
Tire recycling and re-treading:  The process by which used tires are cut, torn, ripped or mutilated 
with the intention of being used in the manufacture of new tires or the process by which new tire 
treads are affixed to used tires. 
 
Trailer: Any so-called automobile trailer, trailer coach, mobile home, including any portable 
structure, means of conveyance, or vehicle so designed, constructed, altered or converted in any 
manner as to permit occupancy thereof for dwelling or sleeping purposes, storage, or conducting 
business. The term “trailer” shall exclude construction site trailers. 
 
Trailer camp or park: Any lot, parcel or tract of land, upon which two (2) or more trailers, 
occupied for dwelling or sleeping purposes, are located, regardless of whether or not a charge is 
made for such an accommodation. 
 
Transport terminal:  Terminal facilities for handling freight with or without maintenance facilities. 
 
Warehouse:  A building used primarily for the storage of goods and materials, for distribution, but 
not for sale on the premises. 

 
Wireless Communication Facilities (WCF): A facility for the provision of wireless communication 
service including, but not limited to, towers, monopoles, satellite dish(es) over three (3) feet 
diameter, antennas, antennas attached to existing structures, and accessory structures, if any, 
which facilitate the provision of wireless communication service. 

 
Wireless Communication Service (WCS): The provision of the following types of services: cellular 
telephone service, personal communication service and enhanced mobile radio service. 
 
Yard: A space open to the sky, located between a building or structure and a lot line, unoccupied 
except by fences, walls, poles, paving, and other customary yard accessories. 
 

A "front yard" is a required open unoccupied space, within and extending the full width of the 
lot, between the street line and the front of a building. 

 
A "side yard" is a required open unoccupied space within the lot between a side lot line, not a 
street line, and the parts of the building nearest to such lot line.  Such a side yard shall 
extend for its required width from the street line or the front yard to the rear yard or its 
equivalent or to another street. 

 
A "rear yard" is a required open unoccupied space, the full width of the lot, lying between the 
extreme rear wall of the building and the rear line of the lot or the middle line of a public street or 
private way in case the lot borders on such street or way, except as hereinafter provided.  In the 
case of a triangular lot with only one side fronting on a street, the rear yard is the open 
unoccupied space between the extreme rear wall of the building and a line half way between it 
and the point of intersection of the side lines of the lot, except as hereinafter provided.  (Ord. of 
12-23-03, § 1)  

 
 
SECTION 2000.  USE AND DIMENSIONAL REGULATIONS. 
 
2100.  DISTRICTS. 
  
2110.  Establishment.  For the purposes of this Ordinance, the City of New Bedford is hereby 
divided into the following districts: 
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 Residence A District (RA) 
 Residence B District (RB) 
 Residence C District (RC) 
 Residence AA District (RAA) 
 Mixed Use Business District (MUB) 
 Planned Business District (PB) 
 Industrial A District (IA) 
 Industrial B District (IB) 
 Industrial C District (IC) 
 Waterfront Industrial District (WI) 
 Downtown Business Overlay District (DBOD) 
Riverside Avenue Mill Overlay District (RAMOD) 
 
The following overlay districts are also hereby created:  
 
 Flood Hazard Overlay District 
 Downtown Overlay District 
 Waterfront Overlay District 
Wamsutta Mill Overlay District (WMOD) 
Cove Street Mill Overlay District (COSMOD) 
Mott-David-Ruth Mill Overlay District (MDRMOD)  
 
Except as otherwise provided herein, the boundaries of these districts are defined and set forth on 
the map entitled, "Zoning Map, City of New Bedford, dated ____, as may be subsequently 
amended by vote of the City Council.  This map is on file with the City Clerk.  The zoning map, 
with all explanatory matter thereon, is hereby made a part of this Ordinance.  The boundaries of 
all land use zoning districts adjoining tidal waters shall extend to the low water mark as defined in 
regulations promulgated pursuant to G.L. c. 91 by the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection.  (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1; Ord. of 6-7-04, § 1; Ord. of 1-27-06, § 1)  
 
2120.  Boundary Definition.  Except when labeled to the contrary, boundary or dimension lines 
shown approximately following or terminating at street, railroad, or utility easement center or 
layout lines, boundary or lot lines at water body shoreline or the channel of a stream, shall be 
construed to be actually at those lines; when shown approximately parallel, perpendicular, or at 
an angle to such lines shall be construed to be actually parallel, perpendicular, or at an angle 
thereto.  When not located in any other way, boundaries shall be determined by scale from the 
map.  (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
2200.  USE REGULATIONS. 
 
2210.  General.  No structure shall be erected or used or land used except as set forth in Section 
2230. "Table of Use Regulations", unless otherwise provided by this Ordinance or by statute.  
Uses not expressly provided for herein are prohibited.  Not more than one principal structure shall 
be placed on a lot, except in accordance with Section 2330. 
 
Symbols employed below shall mean the following: 
 
Y  -  A permitted use. 
N  -   An excluded or prohibited use. 
BA -  A use authorized under special permit from the Board of Appeals as provided under 
   Section 5300. 
CC - A use authorized under special permit from the City Council as provided under 
   Section 5300. 
PB - A use authorized under special permit from the Planning 
    Board as provided under Section 5300. 
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2220.  Applicability.  When an activity might be classified under more than one of the following 
uses, the more specific classification shall govern; if equally specific, the more restrictive shall 
govern. 
 
2230.  Table of Use Regulations.  See Appendix A. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
2300.  ACCESSORY BUILDINGS AND USES.   
 

2310.  General.  Any use permitted as a principal use is also allowed as an accessory use, as 
are others customarily accessory and incidental to permitted principal uses.  Accessory uses 
are permitted only in accordance with lawfully existing principal uses. An accessory use may 
not, in effect, convert a principal use to a use not permitted in the zoning district in which it is 
located.  Where a principal use is permitted under special permit, its accessory use is also 
subject to the special permit. In all instances where site plan review and approval is required 
for a principal use, the addition of any new accessory use to the principal use, where such 
addition exceeds the thresholds established in Section 5400, shall also require site plan review 
and approval.  

 
  2320.  Accessory Uses. 
 

2321.  Accessory Scientific Uses.  Uses, whether or not on the same parcel as activities 
permitted as a matter of right, which are necessary in connection with scientific research 
or scientific development or related production, may be permitted upon the issuance of a 
special permit by the Board of Appeals, provided that the Board of Appeals finds that the 
proposed use does not substantially derogate from the public good. 

 
2322.  Boarders in Single-Family Dwelling.  The renting of rooms and/or furnishing of 
board to not more than two persons in an owner occupied single-family dwelling by the 
owner/occupant thereof shall be a permitted accessory use. The renting of rooms and/or 
furnishing of board to three or more persons in an owner occupied single-family dwelling 
by the owner/occupant thereof shall be deemed a boarding house subject to the provisions 
of Section 2230, herein.  

 
2323.  Family Day Care Homes.  In all districts, family day care may be provided as an 
accessory use upon the issuance of special permit by the Board of Appeals.   

 
2324.  In residence districts, by special permit from the Board of Appeals, off-street 
parking facilities for more than five (5) automobiles, provided that said parking facilities 
are on a lot directly across the street from the building they are intended to serve and that 
said parking facilities shall be used only by the occupants of the building and by persons 
visiting or doing business with said occupants. 

 
2325.  In residence districts, by special permit from the Board of Appeals, joint use of off-
street parking facilities by buildings on contiguous lots provided that said parking facilities 
shall be used only by the occupants of the buildings they are intended to serve and by 
persons visiting or doing business with said occupants.  (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
          

 
2330.  Accessory Structures. 
 

2331.  Private Garages.  Where a private garage constitutes an attached part of the 
principal dwelling, the minimum setback, side yard and rear yard requirements of the 
district shall be provided.   Where the private garage is detached and accessory, the 
garage shall be at least ten (10) feet from the principal building, except for garages which 
meet the fire rating standards of the Massachusetts Building Code for attached garages, in 
which case the  separation requirement is waived.  Side yard requirements for detached 
accessory garages shall be the same as for the principal dwelling.  The minimum distance 
from the rear lot line for detached garages shall be four (4) feet. 
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2332.  Accessory buildings or structures, including private garages, may occupy in the 
aggregate not over forty (40) per cent of the required rear yard area. 

 
2333.  Accessory buildings or structures shall not be erected over eighteen (18) feet in 
height, as measured from the mean average grade of the proposed location of the 
structure, prior to construction. 

 
2334.  No part of such accessory buildings or structures shall be located within thirty (30) 
feet of the street line on which the principal structure fronts, and, if located within fifty 
(50) feet from the front street line of the lot, no part of such buildings or structures shall 
be located within twelve (12) feet of any side lot line intersecting such street.  If located in 
excess of fifty (50) feet from the front street line, the side yard setback shall conform to 
the requirements of the principal dwelling. 

 
2335.  In the case of corner lots less than fifty (50) feet in width, a garage not over 
twenty-four (24) feet in depth may be placed at the rear of the lot to comply with Section 
2334 as nearly as possible, provided that in no case shall the said garage be located less 
than twenty (20) feet from the street line bounding the longer side of the lot and not less 
than twelve (12) feet from the lot line intersecting said street line.  Such restriction may 
be waived by mutual agreement between the adjoining property owners, secured by and 
filed with the Inspector of Buildings. 

 
2336. No trailer shall be occupied for dwelling or sleeping purposes within any residential 
district, except as allowed pursuant to M.G.L. 40A, § 3. A trailer may be permitted to 
locate within any district other than a residential district provided a special permit is 
granted by the City Council after a public hearing, upon a finding that the placement and 
occupancy of the trailer will not be  detrimental to the neighborhood in which the lot is 
located  and after consideration of the factors specified in Section 5300 herein. 
  
2337. The initial term and subsequent terms of a special permit for a trailer shall expire 
after two years.  In the event such special permit is renewed, after a public hearing, upon 
a finding that the placement and occupancy of the trailer will not be  detrimental to the 
neighborhood in which the lot is located  and after consideration of the factors specified in 
Section 5300 herein, the City Council shall promptly notify the Inspector of Buildings.  
Subsequent special permit issuances for existing trailers, if any, shall be granted after 
certification by affidavit is made by the applicant that the trailer has not been extended, 
enlarged, or altered to increase its original dimensions, or use as defined in the initial 
special permit application, and that the need for the special permit still exists and there 
has been no change in the use or circumstances for which the special permit was originally 
granted.  
 
2338. Protection of swimming pools and fish ponds.  Every person owning land on which 
there is situated an inground swimming pool, an aboveground swimming pool four (4) feet 
or more deep, a fish pond or other natural or man-made body of water which constitutes 
an obvious hazard, having a depth at any point of more than two  (2) feet, shall cause the 
same to be completely enclosed by a fence. All fence openings or points of entry into the 
land area shall be equipped with gates. The fence and gates shall be four  (4) feet in 
height above the ground level. All gates shall be equipped with self-closing and self-
latching devices placed at the top of the gate. Swimming pools or fish ponds, containing 
more than twenty-four (24) inches of water in depth, whether public or private, shall be 
located in such a way that it will not be closer than three  (3) feet to any building, six  (6) 
feet to any property line and shall not extend into any front yard or beyond the front 
sidewall of the dwelling on said lot.   
 

2339. Barbed Wire.  Barbed wire is prohibited in all residential zones, or on property lines   
abutting residential zones below a height of eight  (8) feet above grade. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
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2339A. Structures used for kennels or the housing of animals.  Any structure used for a kennel or 
for the housing of animals shall be located at least twelve (12) feet from any lot line, street line 
or dwelling and shall not extend into any front yard or beyond the front sidewall of any dwelling. 
(Ord. of 11-12-04, § 1) 
2340.  Accessory Dwelling Units.  For the purpose of enabling owners of single family           
dwellings larger than required for their present needs, particularly elderly homeowners, to share 
space and the burdens of home ownership, the Board of Appeals may grant a special permit in 
accordance with the following requirements.   
  

2341.  Accessory dwelling units may be allowed on special permit, which shall lapse every 
two years, in accordance with Section 5300, and provided that each of the following 
additional criteria are met.   

  
2342.  A plot plan, prepared by a Registered Land surveyor, of the existing dwelling unit 
and proposed accessory dwelling unit shall be submitted, showing the location of the 
building on the lot, proposed accessory dwelling unit, location of any septic system and 
required parking.  A mortgage inspection survey, properly adapted by a surveyor, shall be 
sufficient to meet this requirement;  

  
2343.  Certification by affidavit shall be provided that while said accessory dwelling unit is 
occupied, the primary dwelling until shall be occupied by the owner of the property;  

  
2344.  Not more than one accessory dwelling unit may be established on a lot.  The 
accessory dwelling unit shall not exceed 1000 sq. ft. in floor space and shall be located in 
the existing residential structure on the premises;  

  
2345.  The external appearance of the structure in which the accessory dwelling unit is to 
be located shall not be significantly altered from the appearance of a single-family 
structure, in accordance with the following:  

  
2345.a.  Any accessory dwelling unit construction shall not create more than a 15% 
increase in the gross floor  space of the structure existing as of date of enactment, 
12-23-03.   

  
2345.b.  Any stairways or access and egress alterations serving the accessory 
dwelling unit shall be enclosed, screened, or located so that visibility from public 
ways is minimized;  

  
2345.c.  Sufficient and appropriate space for at least one (1) additional parking 
space shall be constructed by the owner to serve the accessory dwelling unit.  Said 
parking space shall be constructed of materials consistent with the existing 
driveway and shall have vehicular access to the driveway.   

  
2346.  The initial term and subsequent terms of a special permit for an accessory dwelling 
unit shall expire after two years.  In the event such special permit is not renewed, the 
Board of Appeals shall promptly notify the Inspector of Buildings.  Subsequent special 
permit issuances for existing accessory dwelling unit, if any, shall be granted after 
certification by affidavit is made by the applicant that the accessory dwelling unit has not 
been extended, enlarged, or altered to increase its original dimensions, as defined in the 
initial special permit application, and that the need for the special permit still exists and 
there has been no change in the use or circumstances for which the special permit was 
originally granted.  

  
2347.  Special permits for an accessory dwelling unit may be issued, after a public hearing, upon 
a finding that the construction and occupancy of the apartment will not be  detrimental to the 
neighborhood in which the lot is located  and after consideration of the factors specified in Section 
5300 herein. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
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2400.  NONCONFORMING USES AND STRUCTURES. 
 
2410.  Applicability.  This zoning ordinance shall not apply to structures or uses lawfully in 
existence or lawfully begun, or to a building or special permit issued before the first publication of 
notice of the public hearing required by G.L. c. 40A, s. 5 at which this zoning ordinance, or any 
relevant part thereof, was adopted.  Such prior, lawfully existing nonconforming uses and 
structures may continue, provided that no modification of the use or structure is accomplished, 
unless authorized hereunder. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
2420.  Nonconforming Uses.  The Board of Appeals may award a special permit to change a 
nonconforming use in accordance with this section only if it determines that such change or 
extension shall not be substantially more detrimental than the existing nonconforming use to the 
neighborhood.  The following types of changes to nonconforming uses may be considered by the 
Board of Appeals:   
 
 2421.  Change or substantial extension of the use; 
 
2422.  Change from one nonconforming use to another, less detrimental, nonconforming use.  
(Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
2430.  Nonconforming Structures, Other Than Single and Two Family Structures.  The 
Board of Appeals may award a special permit to reconstruct, extend, alter, or change a 
nonconforming structure in accordance with this section only if it determines that such 
reconstruction, extension, alteration, or change shall not be substantially more detrimental than 
the existing nonconforming structure to the neighborhood.  The following types of changes to 
nonconforming structures may be considered by the Board of Appeals: 
 
 2431.  Reconstructed, extended or structurally changed;  
 

2432.  Altered to provide for a substantially different purpose or for the same purpose in a 
substantially different manner or to a substantially greater extent; 

 
The reconstruction, extension or structural change of such nonconforming structures so as to 
increase an existing nonconformity, or create a new nonconformity, including the extension of an 
exterior wall at or along the same nonconforming distance within a required yard, shall require 
the issuance of a variance from the Board of Appeals. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
2440.  Nonconforming Single and Two Family Structures.   Nonconforming single and two 
family residential structures may be reconstructed, extended, altered, or structurally changed 
upon a determination by the Inspector of Buildings that such proposed reconstruction, extension, 
alteration, or change does not increase the nonconforming nature of said structure, and the 
issuance of a building permit, where applicable.  In the event that the Inspector of Buildings 
determines that the nonconforming nature of such structure would be increased by the proposed 
reconstruction, extension, alteration, or change, the Board of Appeals may, by finding (which 
shall not require a super majority), allow such reconstruction, extension, alteration, or change 
where it determines that the proposed modification will not be substantially more detrimental 
than the existing nonconforming structure to the neighborhood. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
2450.  Abandonment or Non-Use.  A nonconforming use or structure which has been 
abandoned, or not used for a period of two years, shall lose its protected status and be subject to 
all of the provisions of this zoning ordinance. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
2460.  Catastrophe.  Any nonconforming structure may be reconstructed after a fire, explosion 
or other catastrophe, provided that such reconstruction is completed within twelve months after 
such catastrophe, and provided that the building(s) as reconstructed shall be only as great in 
volume or area as the original nonconforming structure unless a larger volume or area is 
authorized by special permit from the Board of Appeals.  Such time for reconstruction may be 
extended by the Board of Appeals for good cause. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
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2470.  Reversion to Nonconformity.  No nonconforming use shall, if changed to a conforming 
use, revert to a nonconforming use. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
2500.  HOME OCCUPATIONS.   
 
2510.  Home Occupations As of Right.  Businesses or professions incidental to and customarily 
associated with the principal residential use of premises may be engaged in as an accessory use 
by the owner of that dwelling; provided, however, that all of the following conditions shall be 
satisfied: 
 

2511.  The occupation or profession shall be carried on wholly within the principal building. 
 

2512.  Not more than thirty (30) percent of the floor area of the residence shall be used in 
the home occupation.   

  
2513.  No person not a member of the household shall be employed on the premises in 
the home occupation.   

   
2514.  The home occupation shall not serve clients, customers, pupils, salespersons, or 
the like on the premises. 

 
2515.  There shall be no sign, exterior display, no exterior storage of materials, and no 
other exterior indication of the home occupation, or other variation from the residential 
character of the premises. 

 
2516.  No use or storage hazardous materials in quantities greater than associated with 
normal household use shall be permitted. 

 
2517.  Traffic generated shall not exceed volumes normally expected in a residential 
neighborhood.      

 
2518.  Only one home occupation may be conducted on the premises. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
2520.  Home Occupations by Special Permit.  Businesses or professions incidental to and 
customarily associated with the principal residential use of premises may be engaged in as an 
accessory use by the owner of that dwelling upon the issuance of a special permit by the Board of 
Appeals; provided, however, that all of the following conditions shall be satisfied: 
 

2521.  The occupation or profession shall be carried on wholly within the principal building, 
or within a building or other structure accessory thereto, which has been in existence at 
least five (5) years, without extension thereof. 

 
2522.  Not more than thirty (30) percent of the combined floor area of the residence and 
any qualified accessory structures shall be used in the home occupation.   

 
2523. Only one home occupation may be conducted on the premises. 

 
2524.  The home occupation may serve clients, customers, pupils, salespersons, or the 
like on the premises, if the Board of Appeals determines that the neighborhood will not be 
detrimentally affected. 

 
2525.  Not more than one (1) person not a member of the household shall be employed on 
the premises in the home occupation.   

 
2526.  An unlighted sign of not more than three (3) square feet in area may be permitted.  
The visibility of exterior storage of materials and other exterior indications of the home 
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occupation, or other variation from the residential character of the premises, shall be 
minimized through screening and other appropriate devices. 

 
2527.  Parking generated by the home occupation shall be accommodated off-street, other 
than in a required front yard, and such parking shall not occupy more than 35% of lot 
area. 

 
2528.  The use or storage of hazardous materials in quantities greater than associated 
with normal household use shall be subject to design requirements to protect against 
discharge to the environment. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 

2600.  LOW LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE. 
 
2610. Low-level radioactive waste or nuclear waste facilities. No facility may be located 
within the City of New Bedford, the primary purpose or principal activity of which is the 
commercial collection, processing, reprocessing, storage, burial, incineration, disposal or 
brokerage of radioactive wastes, including but not limited to waste classified as, low-level 
radioactive waste. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
2700.  DIMENSIONAL REGULATIONS. 
 
2710.  General.  No structure shall be erected or used, premises used, or lot changed in size or 
shape except in conformity with the requirements of this section, unless exempted by this 
Ordinance or by statute. 
 

2711.   Lot change.  No existing conforming or nonconforming lot shall be changed in size 
or shape except through a public land taking or donation for road widening, drainage, 
utility improvements or except where otherwise permitted herein, so as to violate the 
provisions of this ordinance with respect to the size of lots or yards or to create a non-
conformity or increase the degree of nonconformity that presently exists. 
 
2712.   Merger of lots.  Adjacent lots held in common ownership on or after the effective 
date of this section shall be treated as a single lot for zoning purposes so as to minimize 
nonconformities with the dimensional requirements of this ordinance.  Notwithstanding the 
previous sentence, adjacent lots in common ownership may be treated as separate lots for 
zoning purposes upon a finding by the zoning enforcement officer that the owner of said 
lots has expressly exhibited the intent to maintain the lots as separate.  In making said 
finding the zoning enforcement officer shall rely on the following factors: 
 

2712.a.  The existence and maintenance of walls or fences along the original lot 
lines; 

 
 2712.b.   The fact that the lots are separately assessed for tax purposes; 

 
  2712.c.   The placement of structures on the various lots 
 
 The manner in which said lots were acquired or the fact that said lots were separately 

described on a deed shall not be considered by the zoning enforcement officer in making 
said finding. 

 
 2713.   Recorded Lots.  A lot or parcel of land having an area or frontage of lesser amounts 
than required in the following schedule of dimensional requirements may be considered as 
satisfying the area and frontage requirements of this section provided such lot or parcel of land 
was shown on a plan or described in a duly recorded deed or registered at the time of adoption of 
this ordinance and did not at the time of adoptions of adjoin other land of the same owner 
available for use in connection with such lot or parcel. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  

  
2720.  Table of Dimensional Requirements.  See Appendix B. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
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2730.  Dimensional Variation.  The Board of Appeals may vary otherwise applicable 
dimensional requirements pertaining to frontage, lot area, building height and sidelines upon 
finding that owing to circumstances relating to the soil conditions, shape, or topography of such 
land or structures and especially affecting such land or structures but not affecting generally the 
zoning district in which it is located, a literal enforcement of the provisions of the ordinance or by-
law would involve substantial hardship, financial or otherwise, to the petitioner or appellant, and 
that desirable relief may be granted without substantial detriment to the public good and without 
nullifying or substantially derogating from the intent or purpose of such ordinance or by-law. 
(Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
2740.  Vision Clearance on Corner Lots in Residence Districts.  On a corner lot no fence, 
wall or structure more than three and one-half (3 ½) feet high above the plane of the established 
grades of the streets shall be erected on a front or side yard herein established which is included 
within the street lines of the intersecting streets and a straight line connecting said street lines at 
points which are twenty (20) feet distant from their point of intersection, measured along said 
street line, and no trees or hedges which will materially obstruct the view of a driver of a vehicle 
approaching the street intersection shall be placed or maintained within such area. (Ord. of 12-
23-03, § 1)  
 
2750.  Yards in Residence Districts. 
 

2751.  Front yards. No story or part of any building except projecting eaves or uncovered 
steps shall be erected nearer to the street line of any street on which it fronts than the 
average alignment of the corresponding stories or parts of existing buildings within two 
hundred (200) feet on each side of the lot and within the same block and district.  Where 
there is a building on one or both of the adjoining lots, the front yard for a building shall 
have a depth equal to the average of the front yard depths of the two (2) adjoining lots.  A 
lot without a building shall be counted as having a front yard of the depth required by this 
ordinance.  If there are no existing buildings on the same side of the street, the average 
setback alignment of corresponding stories within two hundred (200) feet on each side of 
and directly opposite the lot shall govern.  Nothing in this ordinance shall require any story 
or part of a building to set back more than fifteen (15) feet from any street line.  One 
street frontage of a corner lot shall be exempt from these provisions as provided in 
subsection 2752.  The front yard of a lot shall remain clear of debris and junk.  

 
2752. Where the alignment of a building is not controlled by subsection 2751, between 
every building and the line of the street upon which it fronts there shall be a front yard of 
a clear depth of fifteen (15) feet, except that on one side of a corner lot a yard of a clear 
depth of not less than ten (10) feet shall be provided, in which case this distance shall not 
be considered in determining the front yard depths on such street. 

 
2753.  Rear Yards.  There shall be a rear yard on every lot and it shall be at least thirty 
(30) feet deep behind a dwelling, except that a ground story deck or porch, without a 
permanent roof, a patio, or a pool (including any projections therefrom) may extend to six 
(6) feet of a rear lot line.  An unattached private garage or shed may extend to four feet of 
a rear yard.  Unless referenced in this Code, nothing may be placed or constructed in or 
upon the ground within six feet of a rear lot line.  Notwithstanding the previous sentence, 
a fence may be constructed near or along a rear lot line and vegetation may also be 
planted within six feet of a rear lot line.   
 
2754. Where a lot is more than one hundred (100) feet deep, one-half (1/2) of the 
additional depth of the lot in excess of one hundred (100) feet shall be added to said rear 
yard depth; but in no case shall a rear yard depth in excess of forty (40) feet be required.  
The setbacks referenced in the previous section shall also apply to this section. 
 

2755.  Side Yards. There shall be a side yard on every lot and it shall be at least eight (8) feet on 
one side and twelve (12) feet on the other side.  The side yard shall be unobstructed from the line 
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of the street to the rear lot line except that open porches, decks, steps, patios and pools 
(including any projections therefrom), which are located behind the dwelling within the rear yard, 
may extend to six feet of a side lot line, driveways may extend to four feet of a side lot line and 
sheds, which are located behind the dwelling within the rear yard may extend to four feet of a 
side yard. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
2760.  Cornices and Belt Courses. 
 

2761.  A cornice shall not project more than one-third (1/3) of the width of a required 
open space. 

 
2762.  A belt course or other ornamental feature shall not project more than nine (9) inches into 
a required open space. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
2770.  Courts.   
 

2771.  If any part of a story of a non residence building is used for offices, studios or 
workshops which are not lighted from the street or the rear yard, there shall be a court 
starting not more than fifty (50) feet from the main exterior walls of that story. 

 
2772.  If any part of a story is used for living or sleeping rooms which are not lighted from 
the street or the rear yard, such court shall be required starting not more than two (2) 
rooms or thirty-five (35) feet from the main exterior walls of that story. 

 
2773.  An inner court shall be at least one-third (1/3) as wide as it is high, measured from 
the sills of the lowest windows served by it to the average level of the tops of the 
enclosing walls, and shall be at least twice as long as its required width or of an equivalent 
area, but no court shall be less than ten (10) feet in width. 

 
2774.  The minimum width of an outer court shall be double that required in this section 
for an inner court. 

 
2775.  A cornice or belt course shall not project more than six (6) inches into any inner court. 
(Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
2780. Height of Buildings.  The provisions governing the height of buildings in Appendix B shall 
apply to chimneys, cooling towers, flagpoles, elevator bulkheads, skylights, ventilators, and other 
necessary appurtenant features usually carried above roofs; to domes, stacks or spires and also 
to wireless communications facilities. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)   
 
SECTION 3000.  GENERAL REGULATIONS. 
 
3100.  PARKING AND LOADING. 
 
3110.  Applicability.  Every building erected, enlarged, converted, or relocated and each use or 
change of use of land shall be provided with off-street parking spaces and off-street loading 
spaces in accordance with Section 3130, Table of Parking Requirements.  
 

3111.  In the event of the enlargement of a structure existing on the effective date of the 
ordinance from which this section is derived, or the construction or relocation of additional 
structures on a lot, after such effective date, the regulations of this section shall apply only 
to the enlargement, construction or relocation thereof, except that any off-street parking 
and off-street loading facilities established to serve any buildings and any uses prior to 
such effective date shall not be reduced below the required number. 

 
3112.  For a building or premises used for combined purposes, the number of off-street 
parking spaces and off-street loading spaces shall be determined as the sum of the 
required number of spaces in each component of the combined use. 
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3113.  Where the computation of required parking spaces and loading spaces result in a 
fractional number, the required parking spaces shall be the next whole number. (Ord. of 
12-23-03, § 1)   

 
3120.  Special Permit.  Any parking or loading requirement set forth herein may be reduced 
upon the issuance of a special permit by the Planning Board if the Board finds that the reduction 
is not inconsistent with public health and safety, or that the reduction promotes a public benefit.  
Such cases might include: 
 

3121.  Use of a common parking lot for separate uses having peak demands occurring at 
different times; 

 
3122.  Age or other characteristics of occupants of the facility requiring parking which 
reduces auto usage; 

 
3123.  Peculiarities of the use which make usual measures of demand invalid; 

 
3124.  Availability of on-street parking or parking at nearby municipally owned facilities. 
 
3125.  Where a special permit is granted, a reserve area, to be maintained indefinitely as 
landscaped open space, may be required sufficient to accommodate the difference 
between the spaces otherwise required and the spaces reduced by special permit.  The 
parking/site plan shall show (in dotted outline) how the reserve area would be laid out in 
to provide the otherwise required number of spaces. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  

 
3130.  Table of Parking and Loading Requirements.  See Appendix C. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 
1)  
 
3140.  Location and Layout of Parking and Loading Facilities.  Off-street parking and 
loading, for facilities other than single or two family residences, may be provided in structures or 
in the open air, and shall be subject to the following regulations pertaining to their layout and 
location: 
 

3141.  Parking spaces shall be located on the same lot as the building or use where they 
are intended to serve, except that they may be provided on an adjoining lot in the same 
ownership.   

 
3142.  Where the provisions of subsection 3141 cannot be satisfied and the parking lot 
contains five (5) or more required spaces, the required parking spaces may be located on 
a lot in the same ownership within two hundred (200) feet of the building or lot they are 
intended to serve. 

 
3143.  Parking space for three or fewer vehicles may be provided in the form of a driveway 
on a lot; the improved surface may be extended to one (1) foot of the side line. 

  
3144.  Where a drive or aisle, other than a street, is required to maneuver a vehicle into 
or out of a parking space, such drive or aisle shall be at least twenty-two (22) feet wide 
for parking spaces situated at right-angles, or nearly right-angles to the aisle.  For parking 
spaces situated at an angle of thirty (30) to sixty (60) degrees to the aisle, the required 
width of the aisle shall be at least fifteen (15) feet. 

 
3145.  Open-air off-street parking facilities may be located in required front, rear and side 
yards, except that in a residential district, no open-air off-street parking space shall be 
located in front of the dwelling or principal building.  Notwithstanding the previous 
sentence, in cases where a garage faces the frontage of the dwelling and is located 
beneath the dwelling, open-air off-street parking may be located in front of the dwelling in 
a residential district provided that the dwelling is set back a minimum of twenty feet from 
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the front property line and provided that said parking occurs only within the driveway, the 
width of which shall not exceed the lesser of the width of said garage or eighteen feet.  
Any driveway in a residential district, requiring more than one curb cut, shall require Site 
Plan Approval.  No driveway in a residential district shall exceed eighteen feet in width. 

 
3146.  When five (5) or more parking spaces are required on a lot, the provisions of 
Section 3300 shall apply.  All spaces shall be laid out so that vehicles can enter or leave 
any parking space directly from a drive or aisle other than a street.  Additionally, all 
spaces shall be laid out so the vehicles entering a street may do so facing the street. 

 
3147.  All parking spaces and loading areas or berths in the open-air and the access drives 
or aisles, shall be provided with a concrete or asphalt surface. Compacted gravel or stone 
shall be permitted only for single or two family residential dwellings. 

 
3148.  No off-street loading areas or berths shall be laid out in such a manner as will 
result in loading or unloading being carried on within a street right-of-way or other public 
property.  Each area or berth shall be sufficient size as to accommodate the largest 
expected truck or tractor trailer common to the building use. 

 
3149. Special Permit for Commercial Parking in Residential Districts.  Commercial parking 
may be allowed on residentially zoned property, held in common ownership and located 
immediately adjacent to the commercial business to which it is to serve, upon the issuance 
of a special permit by the Zoning Board of Appeals, if the Board finds that said parking is 
not detrimental to public health and safety, and that said parking promotes a public 
benefit. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
3149A.  A Special Permit for vehicular access to a building lot accessed from public way 
that does not constitute frontage of the lot.  Upon the issuance of a special permit by the 
Zoning Board of Appeals, vehicular access may be allowed from a public way that does not 
constitute the legal frontage of the subject lot if said lot is residentially zoned, if the 
proposed vehicular access is for the purpose of accessing parking that is located beside or 
behind the dwelling or principal building, and if the Board finds that said vehicular access 
promotes a public benefit and is not detrimental to public health and safety.  
Notwithstanding Section 5240 of Chapter 9 of the Code of Ordinances or any other 
provision to the contrary, no fee of any kind shall be charged or imposed by the Special 
Permit Authority to the applicant of a Special Permit applied for under this Section.  (Ord. 
of 8-22-06, § 1) 
 

3150. Size of Parking Space.  A parking space shall be a rectangle at least nine (9) feet by 
twenty (20) feet exclusive of any required drive or aisle.   

 
3151. The area of required off-street loading space is not to be included as off-street 
parking space in the computation of required off-street parking space. (Ord. of 12-23-03, 
§ 1)  

 
3200.  SIGN REGULATIONS 
 
 3201. Purpose 

(A) Signs constitute a separate and distinct use of the land upon which they are 
placed and affect the use of adjacent streets sidewalks and other public places and 
adjacent private places open to the public.  The unregulated construction, 
placement and display of signs constitute a public nuisance detrimental to the 
health, safety, convenience and welfare of the residents of the city. 
(B) The purpose of article 3200 is to establish reasonable and impartial regulations 
for all exterior signs and those interior signs designed to attract the attention of 
persons located outdoors in order to: reduce traffic hazards caused by such 
unregulated signs which may distract and confuse , and impair the visibility of, 
motorists and pedestrians; ensure the effectiveness of public traffic signs and 
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signals; protect property values by ensuring the compatibility of property with that 
surrounding it; provide an attractive visual environment throughout the city; 
protect the character and appearance of the various neighborhoods in the city; 
attract tourists to the city; protect the public investment in streets, highways, and 
other public improvements; and protect and improve the public health, safety, and 
general welfare.  Additionally it is intended to protect the Central Business District 
and Historic District in accordance with the purposes stated in Section 3200AA. 
(C) The regulations contained in this Section advance these significant government 
interests and are the minimum amount of regulation necessary to achieve them. 
(Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  

 
 
3210.  General Regulations. 

This sign ordinance shall apply to all City signs and their supporting devices, including 
signs located within the Chapter 40C Historic District. Signs in the Historic District will 
require approval from the New Bedford Historical Commission.  

 
This ordinance shall not apply to signs erected by government agencies. 

 
Any sign or any related frame, structure or mounting device, deemed to be abandoned by 
the Inspector of Buildings must be removed from the premises by the owner of the 
premises upon cessation of the business, activity, trade, product or service. 
 
Any sign, display or device allowed in this section may contain, in lieu of any other copy, 
any otherwise lawful noncommercial message that does not direct attention to a business 
operated for profit, or to a commodity or service for sale, and that complies with all other 
requirements of this chapter. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 
 

3220.  Prohibited signs. 
 
The following signs are prohibited: 
 

3221.  Any sign which may be confused with or construed as a public safety device or sign 
or traffic or emergency light because of its color, shape or design.                  
3222.  Any sign which incorporates moving, flashing,   animated or intermittent lighting, 
excluding public service signs such as those that display time and temperature. 

 
 3223.  Signs mimicking the appearance or copy of traffic signs or signals. 
 
 3224.  Revolving signs. 
 
 3225.  Portable signs mounted on wheeled trailers 
 
 3226.  Signs constructed, mounted or maintained upon the roof of any building. 
 

3227.  Off-Premises Signs: The construction of new off-premises signs, including bill 
boards, is prohibited throughout the city and the city may not issue permits for their 
construction or relocation. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)    

  
3230.  Permit required.  The following types of signs require a permit:   
 
3240.  Signs extending over a street layout.  No person shall attach to or maintain on any 
building, structure or other support or otherwise locate or maintain any sign, board or other 
device in the nature of a notice, designation or other advertisement, so that it shall extend or 
project over the sidewalk of any street in the city, except under a permit therefore and in 
compliance with this Section.  
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3241. Display of banners.  No banner shall be displayed across a street without the 
application to and issuance by the City Clerk, who shall consult with the Fire Department 
prior to the issuance of a permit. 

 
3242. Awning, shade; minimum height; maximum projection.  No awning or shade shall 
be placed or maintained on any building so as to project into the sidewalk area of a street, 
without a permit from the city clerk.  All such awnings or shades shall be supported from 
above, and shall not be less than eight (8) feet above the level of the sidewalk over which 
they are placed, and shall not reach within twenty-four (24) inches of a line perpendicular 
to the outer edge of the curbing of said sidewalk. Nothing herein shall be construed to 
prohibit any marking or printing upon any awning constructed and maintained according to 
law. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 

3250.  Regulations governing particular types of signs 
 
3251. Wall signs. Wall sign shall mean and include any sign attached to or erected against 
a building or other structure with the face of the sign in a plane parallel to such building or 
other structures and not projecting more than twelve (12) inches therefrom. Individual 
letters or devices cut into masonry or so affixed as to form an integral part of an exterior 
wall, shall not be considered wall signs if they are cut into or project out of said wall for a 
depth of one-fourth (1/4) of an inch or less. 
 
3252.  Area Restrictions for wall signs. In Mixed-Use Business districts, no wall sign shall 
have an area in square feet in excess of the product of the width of the building or 
storefront, as may be appropriate, times two (2). Such allowable area shall also include 
the length of the building, if on a corner lot, times two (2).  This section shall not apply in 
the Central Business District (CBD) which is controlled by Section 3200A. 
 
3253.  Diagonal Walls. Where a wall upon which a wall sign is located is not parallel to the 
street toward which it faces, the length of the wall shall be calculated as the length of 
street frontage between two lines developed perpendicular to the street line from the ends 
of the diagonal wall. 
 
3254.  Ground Signs.  Ground sign shall mean and include any sign having as supports 
wood or metal columns, pipes, angle iron framing, masonry, plastic or any combination of 
these materials unattached to any building or other structure.  
 
3255.  Area restrictions for ground signs. In Mixed-Use Business districts, no ground sign 
shall exceed one (1) square foot in area for each linear foot of street frontage of the lot 
upon which it is erected, but in no event shall such sign exceed twenty-five (25) square 
feet in area, nor shall there be a distance of more than ten (10) feet from the ground to 
the bottom of the sign and not more than fifteen (15) feet from the ground to the top of 
the sign.   
 
3256.  Location restrictions.  No ground sign shall project over a public way, nor shall a 
ground sign be located closer than six (6) feet from a lot line. Only one ground sign shall 
be permitted per lot in a Mixed-Use Business district. 
 
3257.  Deleted. 
 
3258.  Shopping Center signs.  Each shopping center in a Mixed-Use Business district is 
authorized to have a ground sign of the size allowed in Section 3212. This sign may 
identify the shopping center or list the several businesses therein, or a combination of the 
two. Separate ground signs identifying separate establishments are prohibited.  
   
3259.  Signs on non-conforming buildings.  When a building used for business or industrial 
purposes exists in a residential district as a non-conforming use, wall signs in existence on 
the date of enactment of this ordinance may be maintained, repaired or replaced provided 
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in the latter case that the sign area is neither increased nor larger than would be allowed 
in a Mixed-Use Business district, whichever is smaller. Projecting, roof or ground signs are 
prohibited and cannot be replaced. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  

 
3260.  Application for and issuance of permits.  Upon application, the City Clerk may issue 
permits to the owner, lessee, or occupant of a building, structure or other support, for activities 
regulated by Section 3203, subject to the conditions, limitations and requirements of this Section.  
Every applicant for a permit shall sign an agreement on the application blank to observe and 
conform with the conditions, limitations and requirements, subject to which the permit is granted.  
The City Clerk shall not grant any such permit until such Clerk shall have submitted the 
application therefore to the Inspector of Buildings, and such Inspector shall have approved the 
definite location and construction thereof.  In each application the specifications of the proposed 
construction shall be stated and said superintendent may require a plan thereof to be filed along 
with the application.  
 

3261.  Permit fee.  A fee of one dollar ($1.00) shall be charged by the city clerk upon the 
issuance of any permit as required by the provisions of this Section.  

 
3262.  Conditions of permits subject to amendment.  No right shall be acquired under any 
such general or special permission or any other provisions hereof, which shall prevent the 
governing body of the city at any time from withdrawing permission for the construction or 
maintenance of signs, awnings or shades over sidewalks, or from changing the conditions, 
limitations or requirements under which permission may be had for the same, or from 
repealing or amending this Section, or any ordinance in amendment thereof or in addition 
thereto. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  

 
3270.  Exemptions.  The following types of signs are not required to obtain a permit from the 
City Clerk in accordance with this Section:  
 

3271.  A sign which does not weigh more than ten (10) pounds, neither shall permits be 
required for poles, wires, conduits, and appurtenances of railroad, telephone, water, gas 
and electric companies. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  

 
3280.  General standards for signs requiring permits in accordance with section 3220.   
 

3281.  No permanent sign hereafter erected shall extend or project into the street layout 
beyond a line drawn twenty-four (24) inches back from the curbline.   

 
3282.  No sign of cloth or fabric on a wood frame shall be maintained for a period of longer 
than thirty (30) days from the date of the temporary permit, and no sign of this type shall 
be permitted of a size greater than twenty (20) square feet, nor to project into the street 
layout more than five (5) feet.  If the sidewalk beneath the proposed cloth sign is less than 
seven (7) feet in width, it shall not extend nearer than two (2) feet to the curbline.  No 
permit for a cloth sign shall be renewed after expiration of thirty (30) days.  

 
3283.  The lower edge of all signs requiring a permit shall be not less than eight (8) feet 
above the sidewalk.   

 
3284.  Every sign permitted hereunder and the framework, braces, anchors and other 
supports therefore shall be constructed of materials and in a manner that shall be 
satisfactory to the Inspector of Buildings, and shall be kept in good repair, and in safe 
condition. 

 
3285.  Any sign to be illuminated from within shall be inspected and approved as to wiring 
by the inspector of wires before the issuance of a temporary permit.  No sign now erected 
and maintained shall be removed and replaced without a new permit therefore, but this 
clause shall not prohibit repainting or repairs made to an existing sign, if the same are 
made without removal of sign from its supports. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
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3290.  Temporary permit to erect sign.   The City Clerk is hereby empowered to grant a 
temporary permit to erect a sign, subject to the approval of the City Council, which has been 
approved by the inspector of wires as to wiring, if such approval is required, and provided that a 
permit for said sign has been issued by the by the Inspector of Buildings.  As soon as a sign is 
erected under a temporary permit issued by the City Clerk the applicant shall notify the Inspector 
of Buildings that the sign is ready for inspection by the Inspector of Buildings. (Ord. of 12-23-03, 
§ 1)  
 
3290A.  Penalty for violation.  Any failure to comply with any conditions, limitations or 
requirements of this Section by any licensee, owner, or person maintaining any such sign, awning 
or shade, whether under general or special permission hereunder, shall constitute in each case a 
forfeiture of such permission or privilege.  Any person erecting or maintaining any such sign, 
banner awning or other structure in violation of any provisions hereof, after five (5) days' notice 
to remove has been given, shall be punished as provided by law. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
3290B.  Indemnity of city.  Prior to obtaining a temporary sign permit from the City Clerk, the 
license applicant shall provide an insurance certificate, naming the City as an additional insured.  
Said insurance certificate shall be in an amount deemed adequate by the City Solicitor, to protect 
the City’s interests. Prior to obtaining a temporary sign permit from the City Clerk, the license 
applicant shall also provide certification that the licensee, and every owner of, or person 
maintaining any such sign shall be liable for and shall satisfy, and hold the city harmless and 
indemnified against any liability on its part on account of any lawful damages to persons or 
property caused by the construction or maintenance of such sign, awning or shade over the 
sidewalk, or any negligence relative thereto. Failure to maintain adequate insurance or failure to 
maintain a valid certificate of indemnification shall void said license.  Upon determining that a 
license has become void, the City Clerk shall notify the property owner in writing that failing to 
obtain a new license, within five (5) days from the date of the notice, will result in the City’s 
removal of the sign, awning or shade, at the sole expense of the property owner and such owner 
shall be liable for reimbursing the city for all expenses of such removal paid by it. (Ord. of 12-23-
03, § 1)   
 
3290C.  Regulations for removal of signs.  Whenever any sign in the city is found by the 
Inspector of Wires or Inspector of Buildings, which is not constructed or maintained in accordance 
with the conditions, limitations and requirements thereof, said Inspector of Wires of Buildings 
may, or if in such Inspector’s opinion it is for any reason unsafe or dangerous, or if in such 
Inspector’s opinion the public interests require its removal, or if the use for the sign has been 
discontinued, the Inspector of Wires or Inspector of Buildings may order the owner of, or person 
maintaining or having the care of such sign to remove the sign and its appurtenances, and if the 
same is not so removed by within five (5) days from the date such order is given such person, the 
Inspector of Buildings shall cause the same to be removed, and such owner or other person shall 
reimburse the city for all expenses of such removal paid by it.  In any case of emergency, said 
Inspector may cause any such sign to be forthwith removed, and the expense thereof shall be 
repaid the city by such owner or other person. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
3200AA.  SIGNS IN THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT. 
 
3210AA.  Purpose.  It is the purpose of this Section 3200A to promote the revitalization of the 
city's historic downtown by encouraging the imaginative integration of existing and proposed 
signage with buildings or architectural integrity and historical significance.  This Section shall 
regulate, restrict, and place such limitations on the design, size, location and illumination of all 
permanent signs and advertising devices to assure that they will be appropriate to the land, 
building or use to which they are appurtenant. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
3220AA.  Area of applicability.  This Section 3200A is adopted for the regulation and restriction 
of all signs and advertising devices within the defined boundaries of the Central Business District 
(CBD) of the city, as described below: Beginning at the intersection of Walnut Street and County 
Street; thence northerly in the line of County Street to Kempton Street; thence easterly in the 
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line of Kempton Street, and continuing easterly in the line of the eastbound lane of U.S. Route 6, 
so-called, to the John F. Kennedy Memorial Highway; thence southerly in the line of said John F. 
Kennedy Memorial Highway to Rodman Street; thence westerly in the line of Rodman Street to 
Water Street; thence northerly in the line of Water Street to Elm Street; thence westerly in the 
line of Elm Street to Acushnet Avenue; thence southerly in the line of Acushnet Avenue to Union 
Street; thence easterly in the line of Union Street to Water Street; thence southerly in the line of 
Water Street to Walnut Street; thence westerly in the line of Walnut Street to the point of 
beginning at County Street. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
3230AA.  Permits required.  No sign in the Central Business District (CBD) shall be erected, 
altered or relocated after the effective date of the ordinance from which this section is derived 
without a permit issued by the Inspector of Buildings. Such permit shall not be issued until the 
Inspector of Buildings has reviewed the application specified in section 3240A for completeness 
and accuracy and has applied the review standards specified in section 3270A to such application. 
The Inspector of Buildings shall not refuse to issue such permit if the Inspector feels that the 
purpose of section 3210A has been met.  (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
3240AA.  Application.  Applicants shall submit the following to the Inspector of Buildings to 
obtain a building permit for a sign: 
 

3241AA.  A dimensioned drawing of the proposed sign.  The drawing must indicate: 
 

3241AA.a.  The type of proposed sign (Wall sign, projecting sign, ground sign etc.). 
 
3241AA.b.  Dimensions of the proposed sign, including any designs and/or 
lettering. 

 
  3241AA.c. Material and method of attaching the sign to the building. 

 
3241AA.d. Materials and methods of constructing ground signs. 
 
3241AA.e. Materials from which the sign is to be constructed. 
 
3241AA.f. scaled drawing of the area of the building or structure or lot where the 
proposed sign is to be located, showing accurate lineal footage and any other 
necessary dimensions (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  

 
3250AA.  Fees.  A sign permit fee shall be paid to the building inspector upon application for each 
sign permit in accordance with the following:   
 
Section 1.01  Total Sign Valuation      Fee 
 Less than $20.00       No fee 
 $20.00 to $500.00       $5.00 
 $501.00 and over – for the first $500.00    $5.00 
 plus for each $100.00 of value     $1.00 

(Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
3260AA.  Sign design review board; appeals and exceptions.  There is hereby created a sign 
design review board comprised of the City Planner, a member of the New Bedford Historical 
Commission (to be appointed by such commission), a representative of the Central Business 
District retail merchants' industry (to be appointed by the mayor), a representative of the local 
sign industry (to be appointed by the mayor), and a representative of the City Council (to be 
appointed by the president of the City Council). 
 

3261AA.  Board members (except the City Planner) shall serve for terms of three (3) 
years, except that the initial terms of representatives of the merchants' industry and sign 
industry shall be one (1) and two (2) years, respectively.  Board members who are city 
officials shall cease to serve upon termination of their city employment. 
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3262AA.  The board shall annually elect its chairperson and secretary, keep written 
records of its proceedings and/or hearings, hold meetings and/or hearings as it deems 
necessary.  Publications, advertisements of hearings, and notices shall be issued in the 
same manner as required under G. L. c. 40A, s. 11. 

 
3263AA.  The board shall have power to review the correctness of decisions of the 
Inspector of Buildings upon appeal of an aggrieved party, and alter such decisions when 
deemed incorrect; further, the board shall have power to make exceptions to the 
requirements of this Section: to avoid substantial hardship (economic or otherwise) to an 
applicant, and/or to promote the revitalization of the city's historic downtown area by 
encouraging imaginative integration of existing and/or proposed signage with the 
building's architectural character, upon application from an aggrieved party. 

 
3264AA.  Applicants seeking relief shall notify the City Planner and the City Clerk, in 
writing, of their intent to appear before the sign design review board.  The board shall 
have thirty (30) days from the date of written receipt of the request to hold an advertised 
public hearing.  The board shall have forty-five (45) days, from the date of written receipt 
of request, to issue a decision.  Failure to act within forty-five (45) days shall constitute 
approval of the request. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  

 
3270AA. Standards.  The maximum allowable number of square feet of permanent signage for a 
business or use in the Central Business District (CBD) shall be determined by the distance of a 
building from the center line of the street it faces and by the business's street frontage.  The 
following shall be used to compute maximum square footage of signs allowed for an individual 
business or use: 
 
 
 If         Then 
The average distance of the building    Multiply the number of feet of the 
 Face from the center line of the abutting Street is:  use’s street frontage by: 
 
 0 – 99 feet        3 
 100 – 399 feet       4 
 400 – and more       5 
 
 
The Inspector of Buildings shall administer this Section in accordance with the following 
regulations: 
 

3271AA.  All signs must be stationary.  With the exception of time and/or temperature 
messages, and appropriate lights during the holiday seasons, all signs may be lighted only 
with continuous light. No off-premise signs or billboards are permitted. 

 
3272AA.  No sign shall be attached to roofs, chimneys or smokestacks unless painted upon 
the same.  No support for any sign may extend above the cornice line of the building to 
which. it is attached.  A non-functional (decorative) mansard shall not be considered part 
of the roof. 

 
3273AA.  The registered trademark of a specific product shall occupy no more than 
twenty-five (25) per cent of the area of a sign face.  If the sale of the trademark product is 
the major business conducted on the premises, however, the trademark is not restricted to 
size. 

 
3274AA.  No sign shall be erected in any manner that will cover any windows or doors or 
otherwise obscure significant architectural elements on a building's facade, for example: 
Decorated terra cotta, decorated moldings, medallions, pilasters, balusters or other 
ornaments. 
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3275AA.  A sign attached at right angles to a building shall project no more than six (6) 
feet from the building.  No more than one (1) projecting sign is allowed for each entrance 
to each individual business establishment.  The bottom of the sign shall be at least ten (8) 
feet above ground level. The area of a projecting sign shall not exceed twenty-four (24) 
square feet on either side. 

 
3276AA.  No sign for a street or sub-street level establishment shall extend higher than 
whichever of the following is lowest: Twenty-five (25) feet above grade, the top of the sills 
of the first level of windows above the first story, or the lowest point of the roof. 

 
3277AA.  Establishments in which the sole place of business is above the street level may 
locate a sign higher than twenty-five (25) feet above grade.  However, all other 
regulations contained herein regarding sign design, size and location shall apply. 

 
3278AA.  A wall sign attached parallel to a building shall project no more than twelve (12) 
inches from the building surface. 

 
3279AA.  Vacant lots that are used for parking may have one ground sign at each 
entrance, not to exceed two (2) signs.  The maximum square footage of each ground sign 
shall be thirty-two (32) square feet and shall not exceed twenty-five (25) feet in height. 
Only one of the two permitted signs shall be allowed to describe the business(s) for which 
the parking is being provided. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 

3280AA.  Nonconforming signs.  All new signs within the herein described boundaries of the 
Central Business District (CBD) must comply with the requirements of this Section.  In addition, 
any sign that is reconstructed, extended, changed structurally or in content, and any sign that 
replaces an existing sign must comply with these regulations. 
 

3281AA.  An existing sign that does not now conform may be repaired provided the cost of 
repair does not exceed fifty (50) per cent of the replacement cost for the entire sign. Such 
cost estimates shall be verified by the Inspector of Buildings. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  

 
3290AA.  Safety and maintenance.  All signs and all parts thereof, including framework, 
supports, background, anchors, and wiring systems shall be constructed and maintained in 
compliance with the applicable building, electrical and fire prevention codes of the city.  All signs 
and all parts thereof shall be kept in a good state of repair and maintenance as determined by the 
Inspector of Buildings.  The Inspector of Buildings may order the removal of any sign in any 
location in the Central Business District (CBD) where the maintenance thereof constitutes a fire 
hazard, is dangerous or a menace to public health or safety, when the use thereof has been 
abandoned, or the permit for its use has been revoked. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
3300.  SCREENING AND LANDSCAPING. 
 
3310.  Purpose.  This section is designed to accomplish the following objectives: 
 

3311.  To provide a suitable boundary or buffer between residential uses and districts and 
abutting nonresidential uses; 

 
3312.  To separate different and otherwise incompatible land uses from each other in 
order to partially or completely reduce or obscure potential nuisances such as dirt, dust, 
litter, noise, glare from motor vehicle headlights, intrusion from artificial light (including 
ambient glare), or view of signs, unsightly buildings or parking lots; 

 
3313.  To provide visual relief to parking lots and protection from wind in open areas; 

 
3314.  To preserve or improve the visual and environmental character of New Bedford, as 
generally viewed from residential or publicly accessible locations; and  
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3315.  To offer residential property owners protection against diminution of property 
values due to adjacent nonresidential use. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  

 
3320.  Applicability.  The requirements of this section shall apply to: 
 

3321.  Any nonresidential use which adjoins or abuts any residential use or residential 
district or street; 

 
3322.  Any nonresidential use which adjoins or abuts any educational use; 

 
3323.  Any nonresidential or multi-family parking facility of five (5) spaces or more which 
adjoins or abuts any residential use or residential district; 

 
3324.  Any nonresidential or multifamily area used for loading or storage of new or 
discarded materials, products or wastes, in bulk or in containers, in open-air or unenclosed 
structures. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  

 
3330.  Requirements.  The street or property line(s) separating residential uses or districts from 
adjoining or abutting non-residential uses shall be screened from the uses specified herein by 
means of vegetation, plantings, or fencing, to be provided and maintained by the owner of the 
property used for nonresidential or multifamily purposes.  Fencing shall be of a type approved by 
the Inspector of Buildings. 
 

3331.  A screen may consist of plant materials, at least three (3) feet in height at the time 
of planting which will provide a compact dense form year-round and will reach a height at 
maturity of at least six (6) feet or a masonry wall or wooden fence designed in an 
attractive manner to visually obscure. 

 
3332.  A screen shall occupy a strip of land at least five (5) feet in width along a property 
line or along the perimeter of a storage area.  Where a screen consists of a masonry wall, 
wooden fence or a vinyl fence produced to resemble a classical wooden fence, the 
remainder of the required five (5) foot strip shall be landscaped with trees and shrubs. 
Lawn or bark mulch may be used as ground cover in conjunction with such trees and 
shrubs. The schedule and amount of plantings will be determined subject to the schedule 
found in Appendix __ and shall be reviewed during the site plan review process described 
in Section 5400 of this Code. 

 
3333.  A screen other than of plant materials, shall be at least six (6) feet in height above 
the ground elevation.  Where a screen is required to visually obscure a storage area, the 
height of such screen shall not be less than six (6) feet and shall be equal to the height of 
materials stored above six (6) feet, but in no instance shall the materials to be screened 
be in excess of ten (10) feet in height. 

 
3334.  Except for on-premises directional signs not in excess of six (6) square feet in area, 
no sign shall be attached to or suspended from a screen. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  

 
3340.  Special Permit.  Any screening or landscaping requirement set forth herein may be 
reduced upon the issuance of a special permit by the Planning Board if the Board finds that the 
reduction is not inconsistent with public health and safety, or that the reduction promotes a public 
benefit. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)   
 
3350.  Coordination with Site Plan Approval.  The Planning Board shall not approve a site 
plan unless said plan complies in all pertinent respects with the requirements of section 3300. 
(Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
3360.  Maintenance.  The owner of the property used for nonresidential or multifamily purposes 
shall be responsible for the maintenance, repair and replacement of all landscaping materials 
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installed in accordance with this section.  All plant materials required by this ordinance shall be 
maintained in a healthful condition.  Dead limbs, refuse and debris shall be promptly removed.  
Ground cover materials shall be maintained so as to control weed growth.  Dead plantings shall 
be replaced with new live plantings at the earliest appropriate season.  Fences or walls shall be 
maintained in good repair and presentable appearance, or shall be replaced forthwith. (Ord. of 
12-23-03, § 1)  
 
3400. STORAGE REGULATIONS. 

 
3410.  Major Recreational Equipment.  No major recreational equipment shall be stored on 
any lot in a residential district other than in a carport or enclosed building or behind the rear 
building line of the principal building, provided however that such equipment may be parked 
anywhere on residential premises for a period not to exceed forty-eight (48) hours.  No major 
recreational equipment shall be stored closer than eight feet to any side lot line or closer than six 
feet to a rear lot line.  Unless otherwise provided by law, no such equipment shall be used for 
living or housekeeping purposes when stored on a residential lot, or in any location not approved 
for such use.  All equipment which does not conform to these regulations shall be considered 
nonconforming.  (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  

 
3420. Unregistered Motor Vehicles.  No person or entity, corporate or otherwise, as owner or 
as one in control of premises situated within the limits of the City of New Bedford shall keep in 
the open on said premises more than one unregistered motor vehicle and shall not keep a 
wrecked or partially dismantled motor vehicle or junk motor vehicle or motor vehicle parts 
thereon except as hereinafter provided. This restriction shall apply to "stock racing cars" so-
called.  
 

3421. Exemption. Anyone holding a class three automobile license under the provisions of 
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 140, Section 58, as amended, is exempt from the 
provisions of this section.  
 
3422. License Request. A license to keep no more than two  (2) unregistered or one 
wrecked or partially dismantled or stock racing motor vehicle or junk motor vehicle in the 
open on such premises shall be requested from the inspector of buildings, who may issue 
said license under the terms and standards herein set forth. The fee for such a license shall 
be one hundred dollars ($100.00) annually, which sum shall be paid into the city treasury.  

 
3423. License Issuance.  The inspector of buildings may grant a one-year license to keep 
no more than two  (2) unregistered or one wrecked or partially dismantled or stock racing 
motor vehicle or junk motor vehicle in the open on such premises after a determination by 
the inspector of buildings that the same will not create a hazard to the public safety or will 
not become a public nuisance. The inspector of buildings may renew said license upon 
reapplication and payment of appropriate fee.  

 
3424. Appeal of License Denial. The refusal on the part of the inspector of buildings to 
issue a license may be appealed to the city council by filing an appeal with the city clerk 
within twenty  (20) days of the refusal. The city council shall hold a public hearing on such 
appeal, notice of which shall be given by publishing in the newspaper circulated in the city 
seven  (7) days, at least, before the date of the hearing. The cost of publication shall be 
paid by the applicant for the license.  

 
3425. Remedies upon appeal.  Upon appeal, the city council may approve the granting of a 
one-year license, upon such conditions as it may deem proper, to keep no more than two  
(2) unregistered or one wrecked or partially dismantled or stock racing motor vehicle or 
junk motor vehicle in the open after a public hearing has been held and the council 
determines that the keeping of the same will not create a hazard to the public safety or 
will not become a public nuisance.  
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3426. License Renewal.  Renewals of said license shall be granted only after the procedure 
set forth in this section is followed.  

 
3427. Violation. Any person who violates this section shall, unless otherwise provided by 
law, be liable to a penalty of not less than one dollar  ($1.00) or not more than fifty dollars 
($50.00) for each day said violation continues.  

 
3428. Entry for Inspection.  The inspector of buildings, the chief of police, or any person 
authorized by either, may at any time enter upon any premises upon which is kept two  
(2) or more unregistered or one or more wrecked or partially dismantled or stock racing 
motor vehicle or junk motor vehicle for the purpose of examining all such motor vehicles 
or parts thereof.  

 
3429. Denial of Entry. Any person, whether licensed or not, in charge of said premises who 
refuses to admit thereto any persons authorized above to enter the same, or who fails to 
exhibit to him on demand all such motor vehicles or parts thereof, and any person who 
willfully hinders, obstructs or prevents such examiner from entering the premises or from 
making the examination authorized in this preceding paragraph, shall be punished by a 
fine of not less than three hundred dollars ($300.00). Said fine shall be issued under the 
provisions of section 17-18 of the New Bedford Code of Ordinances.  
 
3430. Inspector of Buildings to investigate complaints.  The inspector of buildings 
immediately upon being informed by report or otherwise that two  (2) or more 
unregistered or one or more wrecked or partially dismantled or stock racing motor vehicle 
or junk motor vehicle is being kept on any premises not licensed pursuant to this section 
or Chapter 140 of the General Laws shall inspect the same; and he shall forthwith in 
writing notify the owner or one in control of said premises to remove the offending motor 
vehicles or to apply for a proper license as described above. Any person so notified shall 
be allowed forty-eight (48) hours following the service of the notice in which to begin to 
remove said motor vehicles or apply for said license and he shall employ sufficient labor to 
speedily remove the offending motor vehicles.  

 
3431. Removal of Vehicles.  If an owner or person in control of the premises upon which is 
kept two  (2) or more unregistered or one or more wrecked or partially dismantled or 
stock racing motor vehicle or junk motor vehicles refuse or neglects to comply with the 
requirements of such notice within the time limited, and such motor vehicles are not 
removed (or license issued) as herein ordered, the inspector of buildings may at once 
enter the premises or the abutting land with such assistance as he may require and 
remove the same. In case of such a removal, the costs and charges incurred shall be 
charged to the owner or person in control of the premises.  

 
3432. Fine for failing to comply with Notice of Inspector of Buildings.  Such owner or 
person in control shall, for every day's continuance of such refusal or neglect after being 
so notified, be punished by a fine of not less than one dollar ($1.00) nor more than fifty 
dollars ($50.00)per day. Said fines shall be issued under the provisions of section 17-18 of 
the New Bedford Code of Ordinances. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  

 
 
SECTION 4000.  SPECIAL REGULATIONS. 
 
4100.  ADULT USES. 
 
4110.  General.  No building or buildings shall be used as an adult entertainment establishment 
within a Business, Mixed Use, Business Planned, Industrial "A", Industrial "B", Industrial "C", or 
Waterfront Industrial District, unless a special permit for such use is granted by the City Council 
in accordance with the following provisions.  No special permit for an adult entertainment 
establishment shall be granted for a building or buildings located within any residential district, 
the Bedford Landing-Waterfront Historic District (as established pursuant to Section 2-156 of the 
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New Bedford Code of Ordinances) or the Central Business District (as described in Section 6-81 of 
the New Bedford Code of Ordinances). (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
4120. Separation Distances.  Adult entertainment establishments or uses may be permitted 
only when located outside the area circumscribed by a circle which has a radius of 500 feet from 
the following specified uses or zoning district boundaries: 

 
4121.  Residential district; 

 
4122.  School or church; 

 
 4123.  Another adult entertainment establishment; 
 

4124.  An establishment licensed to sell alcoholic beverages under the provisions of G.L. c. 
138, s. 12. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  

 
4130.  Measurement of Radius. The radius distance shall be measured by following a straight 
line from the nearest point of the property parcel upon which the proposed adult entertainment 
establishment is to be located, to the nearest point of the parcel of property or the zoning district 
boundary line from which the proposed establishment is to be separated.  In the case of the 
distance between adult entertainment establishments and between an adult entertainment 
establishment and an establishment licensed under G.L c. 138, s. 12 such distances shall be 
measured between the closet points of the buildings in which such uses are located. (Ord. of 12-
23-03, § 1)  
 
4140.  Size of Establishment.  Adult entertainment establishments may not exceed three 
thousand five hundred (3,500) square feet of gross floor area. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
4150.  Parking Requirements.  The following parking requirements shall apply: 
 

4151.  Parking shall be provided in the side or rear yard area only. 
 

4152.  All parking areas shall be illuminated, and all lighting shall be contained on the 
property. 

 
4153.  Parking areas shall be landscaped in conformance with the appropriate provisions of this 
Ordinance. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
4160.  Screening.  A five (5) foot wide landscaped buffer shall be provided along the side and 
rear property lines of an adult entertainment establishment consisting of evergreen shrubs or 
trees not less than five (5) feet in height at the time of planting, or solid fence not less than six 
(6) feet in height. 
 

4161.  All building openings, entries and windows shall be screened in such a manner as to 
prevent visual access to the interior of the establishment by the public. (Ord. of 12-23-03, 
§ 1)  

 
4170.  Application.  The application for a special permit for an adult entertainment 
establishment must include the following information: 
 

4171.  Name and address of the legal owner of the establishment; 
 

4172.  Name and address of all persons having lawful equity or security interest in the 
establishment; 

 
4173.  Name and address of the manager; 

 
4174.  Number of employees; 
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4175.  Proposed provisions for security within and without the establishment; 
 

4176.  The physical layout of the interior of the establishment. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 
 
4180. Prohibition.  No special permit shall be issued to any person convicted of violating the 
provisions of G. L. c. 119,  s. 63, or G.L. c. 272, s. 28. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
4200.  BODY ART 

 
4210. General.  No building or buildings shall be used as a body art establishment within a 
Business, Mixed Use, Business Planned, Industrial "A", Industrial "B", Industrial "C", or Waterfront 
Industrial District, unless a special permit for such use is granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals 
in accordance with the following provisions.  No special permit for a body art establishment shall 
be granted for a building or buildings located within any residential district. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 
1; Ord. of 02-05-07, § 1)  
 
No body art establishment shall operate between the hours of 10 p.m. to 10 a.m.  No special 
permit granted for the operation of a body art establishment shall be transferable to any other 
owner, establishment or location. (Ord. of 02-05-07, , § 2)   
 

4212. Zoning Board Authority. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall have the authority 
to issue special permits in accordance with Sections 4200 to 4267 and shall have 
the authority to impose any reasonable conditions for maintaining and ensuring the 
health, safety and welfare of the general public. 
 

4212.1.1  The Zoning Board of Appeals shall provide written notice to the City’s Board of 
Health and Police Department within 5 days after granting a special permit which 
shall include name of owner, address, conditions imposed and any other 
information the Board of Appeals deems necessary. 

 
4212.2 The Zoning Board of Appeals shall hold a duly advertised public hearing               

prior to granting a special permit. (Ord. of 02-05-07, § 3)    
 

4220. Separation Distances.  Body art establishments or uses may be permitted only when 
located outside an area circumscribed by a circle which has a radius of 200 feet from any property 
being used as a school, child care facility or church or when located outside an area circumscribed 
by a circle which has a radius of 1000 feet from any property used as a body art establishment.  
No permit previously granted shall be revoked or subject to new conditions due solely to the 
location of any school, child care facility or church within the circumscribed area subsequent to 
the special permit being granted.(Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1, Ord. of 02-05-07, § 4)  
 
4230. Determining the Radius. The radius distance shall be measured by following a straight 
line from the nearest point of the property parcel upon which the proposed body art 
establishment is to be located, to the nearest point of the parcel of property or the zoning district 
boundary line from which the proposed establishment is to be separated.  In the case of the 
distance between body art establishments and between a body art establishment and an 
establishment licensed under G.L c. 138, s. 12 such distances shall be measured between the 
closet points of the buildings in which such uses are located. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
4250. Screening.  The following screening requirements shall apply: 
  
 

4252.  All building openings, entries and windows shall be screened in such a manner as to 
prevent visual access to the interior of the establishment by the public. (Ord. of 12-23-03, 
§ 1; Ord. of 02-05-07, § 6) 
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4260.  Application.  The application for a special permit for a body art must include the following 
information: 
 

4261.  Name and address of the legal owner of the establishment; 
 

4262.  Name and address of all persons having lawful equity or security interest in the 
establishment; 

 
4263.  Name and address of the manager; 

 
4264.  Number of employees; 

 
4265.  Proposed provisions for security within and without the establishment; 
 
4266.  The physical layout of the interior of the establishment;  
 
4267.  A site plan depicting the building, parking areas and screening. (Ord. of 12-23-03, 
§ 1) 

 
4300. ASPHALT PLANTS.   
 
4310 Special Permit.  No land located within an industrial "B" or industrial "C" zone shall be 
used for the operation of an asphalt or bituminous concrete processing plant, batching plant or a 
liquid asphalt storage facility unless a special permit for such use is granted by the city council in 
accordance with the provisions of this section.   
 
(a) Standard. In granting a special permit under this section, the city council shall consider the 
effects upon the neighborhood and the city at large.  
  
(b) Procedure. Before granting a special permit the city council shall hold a public hearing 
thereon, within sixty-five (65) days from the date of filing of the application for special permit; 
notice of time and place of such hearing and the subject thereof, sufficient for identification shall 
be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the City of New Bedford once in each of two  
(2) successive weeks, the first publication to be not less than fourteen (14) days before the day 
of the hearing and also shall be sent by mail, postage prepaid, to the petitioner and to the owners 
of all property deemed by the city council to be affected thereby as they appear on the most 
recent local tax list and to the planning board. Said notice shall also be posted in a conspicuous 
place in city hall for a period of not less than fourteen (14) days before the day of such hearing.   
 
(c) Issuance of permit. In granting any special permit provided for in this chapter the city council 
may issue said special permit subject to such appropriate conditions and safeguards as in its 
discretion will make an excepted use harmonious with the general purpose and intent of this 
chapter. No special permit shall be granted under this section except by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of 
the members of the city council. A decision shall be made within ninety (90) days following the 
date of the public hearing. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 
 
4400.  FLOOD HAZARD OVERLAY DISTRICT (FHOD). 
 
4410.  Purpose.  The purpose of the FHOD is to provide adequate minimum standards and 
procedures for the construction of new residential and nonresidential structures and existing 
structures that are substantially improved within flood hazard areas, so that the construction or 
improvement of such structures will be eligible for insurance under the national flood insurance 
program by conforming to recognized construction techniques designed to offer flood protection 
and minimize flood losses. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 
 
4420.  Location.  The FHOD is hereby established as an overlay district and includes all special 
flood hazard areas designated as Zones A, Al, A9, All, V9 and V14 on the New Bedford Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) as amended, effective January 5, 1984 and on file with the city 
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clerk, city planning department and Inspector of Buildings.  These maps, as well as the 
accompanying New Bedford Flood Insurance Study are incorporated herein by reference. (Ord. of 
12-23-03, § 1) 
 
4430.  Definitions.  As used in this Section 4300, the following terms have these definitions: 
 
Base-flood elevation: Also known as the "10-year flood level; the elevation of flood waters having 
a one (1) percent or greater chance of flooding in any given year. 
 
Development: any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including but not 
limited to, buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation or 
drilling operations. 
 
FHOD:  The special flood hazard areas in the flood plain within the community subject to a one 
(1) percent or greater chance of flooding in any given year.  These areas are designated on the 
New Bedford Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FE as zones A, Al, All, V9 and V14. 
 
Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM): The set of seven (7) official maps dated January 5, 1984, 
delineating special flood hazard areas of New Bedford as determined by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA). 
 
Flood or flooding:  A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of 
normally dry-land areas from: 
 

(a) The overflow of streams, rivers or other inland water, or 
 

(b) Abnormally high tidal water or rising coastal waters resulting from storms or 
hurricanes. 

 
Flood proofing: Any combination of structural and nonstructural additions, changes or 
adjustments to properties and structures which reduce or eliminate flood damage so that, below 
the base-flood elevation, the structure is watertight, with walls substantially impermeable to the 
passage of water and with structural components having the capability of resisting hydrostatic 
and hydrodynamic loads and effects of buoyancy.  
 
Lowest floor elevation: In zones A, Al, A9 and All, the lowest floor elevation is the elevation of the 
top of the lowest floor, including basement.  In zones V9 and V14, the lowest floor elevation is the 
elevation of the bottom of the floor beam of the lowest floor. 
 
Structure:  A walled and roofed building, including a gas or liquid storage tank that is principally 
above ground, as well as, a mobile home. 
 
Substantial improvement: Any repair, reconstruction or improvement of a structure, the cost of 
which equals or exceeds fifty (50) percent of the market value of the structure either: 
 

(a)  Before the improvement or repair is started, or  
 

(b) If the structure has been damaged and is being restored, before the damage occurred.  
For the purposes of this definition, "substantial improvement" is considered to occur when 
the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor or other structural part of the building 
commences, whether or not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the 
structure.  The term does not, however, include either: 

 
(i)  Any project for improvement of a structure to comply with existing state or 
local health, sanitary or safety code specifications which are solely necessary to 
assure safe living conditions, or 
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(ii)  Any alterations of a structure listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or a state inventory of historic places. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 

 
4440.  Procedures.  All building permits shall be reviewed by the Inspector of Buildings to 
determine if the location is within a FHOD as defined herein.  The Inspector of Buildings shall 
administer this ordinance as follows: 
 

4441.  Review all permits for proposed development or substantial improvement, to 
assure that all other necessary permits have been received by those governmental 
agencies from which approval is required by federal or state law. 

 
4442.  Obtain, review, and reasonably utilize any base-flood elevation data available from 
a federal, state or other source, until such other data has been provided by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) as criteria for requiring: 

 
4442.a.  For residential structures; that the lowest floor elevation, including 
basement, be at or above the base-flood elevation. 

 
4442.b.  For nonresidential structures; that the lowest floor elevation, including 
basement, be: 

 
 4442.b.(i)  At or above the base-flood elevation, or 

 
4442.b.(ii)  That the basement be flood proofed to the base-flood elevation. 

 
4443.  Review all permit applications to determine whether proposed building sites will be 
reasonably safe from flooding. 

 
4444.  Obtain and maintain records of the lowest floor elevation, including basement, in 
relation to mean sea level, of all new or substantially improved structures, whether or not 
such structure has a basement; and, if the structure has been flood proofed, the elevation 
to which the structure was flood proofed. 

 
4445.  Include the base-flood elevation data for all new subdivision proposals and other 
proposed new developments greater than fifty (50) lots or five (5) acres, whichever is 
greater. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 

 
4450.  General Standards.  All new construction, major repairs or substantial improvements, 
including the placement of prefabricated and mobile buildings, within the FHOD shall be located 
and designed to be consistent with the need to minimize flood damage, and: 
 

4451.  Be designed or modified and anchored to resist flotation, collapse or lateral 
movement of the structures; and, 

 
4452.  Use construction materials and utility equipment that are resistant to flood 
damage; and, 

 
4453.  Use construction methods and practices that will minimize flood damage; and, 

 
4454.  Have all new and replacement water supply systems and sanitary sewerage 
systems designed to minimize or eliminate infiltration of flood waters into the systems.  
Sanitary sewerage systems shall also be designed to minimize or eliminate discharges 
from the system into flood waters, and on-site disposal systems shall be located to avoid 
impairment to them, or contamination from them, during flooding. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 
1) 
 

4460.  Utilities in the FHOD.  Utilities in the FHOD shall comply with the following standards: 
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4461.  Electric and communications service, if of the direct burial type located 
underground, shall consist of waterproofed material, with junction or terminal boxes 
located above the base-flood elevation, with the exception of waterproofed commercial or 
industrial buildings in which case, externally located conduit, cable, terminal and/or 
junction boxes of gasketed waterproof construction meeting FEMA standards shall be 
used. 

 
4462.  All vents of sewage systems shall be constructed of solid pipe, terminating at least 
one foot above the base-flood elevation.  All fixtures, except in waterproofed structures, 
shall be located above the base-flood elevation and equipped with special shut-off valves 
to be closed in flood conditions.  Said fixtures shall also display permanent signs 
containing operating instructions of such fixtures. 

 
4463.  Manhole covers on individual or public sewer systems below the base-flood 
elevation, shall have watertight covers to the manhole frames. 

 
4464. Sewer service piping shall be waterproofed, from the main sewage disposal system 
to either above the base-flood elevation, or the interior of a waterproofed structure.  Such 
piping shall also be adequately anchored to prevent flotation. 
 
4465.  All construction materials for sewer service or disposal systems shall be water 
resistant. 

 
4466.  No heating system in any structure shall be located below the base-flood 
elevation, unless said system is enclosed in a waterproofed structure. 

 
4467.  Any underground tank for the storage of fuels or other liquids, located below the 
base-flood elevation, shall be designed and weighted to prevent flotation when empty. 
(Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)   

 
4470.  Stored Materials.  No materials or chemicals which would create hazard to life by 
flotation, release or contact, by solution or chemical reaction through contact with water, creating 
harmful effects, fire or explosion, shall be stored or used in manufacturing in any FHOD. (Ord. of 
12-23-03, § 1) 
 
4480.  Development Standards in the A, Al, A9 and All Zones Designated on the Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM).   
 

4481.  All new construction and substantial improvements of residential structures shall 
have the lowest floor elevation, including basement, elevated to or above the base flood 
elevation.  In A zones, in the absence of Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
base-flood elevation data, other reliable data shall be utilized as the basis for elevating 
residential structures to or above the base-flood elevation. 

 
4482.  All new construction and substantial improvement of nonresidential structures 
shall have the lowest floor elevation, including basement, elevated to or above the base 
flood elevation, or designed so that the structure and attendant utility and sanitary 
facilities below the base-flood elevation, are watertight with walls substantially 
impermeable to the passage of water and with structural components having the 
capability of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and effects of buoyancy.  In A 
zones, in the absence of Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) base-flood 
elevation data, other reliable data shall be utilized as the basis for elevating or watertight 
flood-proofing nonresidential structures to or above the base-flood elevation. 
 
4383.  Where flood proofing is utilized for a particular structure in accordance with the 
above paragraphs, a registered professional engineer or architect, shall certify that the 
flood proofing methods are adequate to withstand the flood depths, pressures, velocities, 
impact and uplift forces and other factors associated with the base-flood elevation. 
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4484.  Within all A, Al, A9 and All zones, all mobile home placement, including all new, 
substantially improved or expanded mobile home parks or subdivisions, shall be securely 
anchored to resist flotation, collapse or lateral movement by providing over-the-top ties 
at each of the four (4) corners of the mobile home, with two (2) additional ties per side at 
intermediate locations.  Mobile homes less than fifty (50) feet in length shall require three 
(3) ties per side at intermediate locations.  All components of the anchoring system shall 
be capable of carrying a force of four thousand eight hundred (4,800) pounds, and any 
additions to a mobile home shall be similarly anchored as described above.  In addition, 
within all A, Al, A9 and All zones, all mobile home placement, including all new, 
substantially improved or expanded mobile home parks or subdivisions shall require 
stands or lots which are elevated to or above the base-flood elevation, and provide 
adequate access and drainage.  If pilings are used for elevation, such piling foundations 
shall be placed in stable soil no more than ten (10) feet apart and reinforcement provided 
for pilings more than six (6) feet above ground level. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 

 
4490.  Development Standards in the V9 and V14 Zones Designated on the Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM). 
 

4491.  All new construction of walled and roofed buildings shall be located landward of 
mean high tide. 

 
4492.  All new construction and substantial improvements shall be elevated on 
adequately anchored pilings or columns, and securely anchored to such pilings or 
columns, so that the lowest portion of the structural members of the lowest floor 
elevation (excluding the pilings or columns) is elevated to or above the base-flood 
elevation.  In the absence of Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) base-flood 
elevation data, other reliable data shall be used as the basis for elevating structures to or 
above the base-flood elevation. 

 
4493.  All new construction and substantial improvements shall be certified by a 
registered, professional engineer or architect, that the structure is securely anchored to 
adequately anchored pilings or columns, in order to withstand velocity, water and 
hurricane wave wash. 

 
4494.  All new construction and substantial improvements shall have the space below the 
lowest habitable floor free of obstructions, or be constructed with "breakaway walls," 
intended to collapse under stress without jeopardizing the structural support of the 
structure, so that the impact on the structure by abnormally high tides or wind driven 
water is minimized.  Such enclosed space shall not be used for human habitation. 

 
4495.  The use of fill for structural support of buildings is prohibited. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 
1) 

 
4500. DOWNTOWN BUSINESS OVERLAY DISTRICT (DBOD) 
 
4510.  Purpose.  The purpose of the DBOD is to provide adequate minimum standards and 
procedures for the construction of new and rehabilitation of existing structures so as to promote 
economic and cultural development in the downtown area. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)   
 
4520.  Location. The DBOD is hereby established as an overlay district comprised of the area 
between the east side of County Street, the north side of School Street, the west side of Route 18 
and the south side of Kempton Street, specifically excluding areas located within said boundaries, 
which have been designated as residentially zoned on the effective date of this ordinance.  The 
DBOD is hereby designated on the City of New Bedford Zoning Map, as may be subsequently 
amended, on file in the Office of the City Clerk. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)     
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4530.  Definitions.  Within this Section 4500, the following terms shall have the following 
meanings: 
 
Applicant:  The person or persons, including a corporation or other legal entity, who applies for 
issuance  of a special permit hereunder. The Applicant must own, or be the beneficial owner of, all 
the land included in the proposed site, or have authority from the owner(s) to act for 
him/her/it/them or hold an option or contract duly executed by the owner(s) and the Applicant 
giving the latter the right to acquire the land to be included in the site.  
 
Dwelling Unit: A residence, including studio units. Each residence shall contain a living area, 
bathroom and, except in studio units, one or more bedrooms, and may contain a kitchen area or 
combination kitchen/living area.  
 
Proposed project: The project proposed by the applicant for which a special permit is being 
sought. 
 
Regulations: The rules and regulations of the Planning Board.  
 
Upper level floors: Any floor of a building that is located above the  street level floor.  In the 
event that two floors of the same building are level to a street or streets, neither of the two floors 
shall be considered upper level floors. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)   
 
4540.   Front Yard.   
 

4541. No story or part of any building except projecting eaves or uncovered steps shall be 
erected nearer to the street line of any street on which it fronts than the average 
alignment of the corresponding stories or parts of existing buildings within two hundred 
(200) feet on each side of the lot and within the same block and district.  Where there is 
a building on one or both of the adjoining lots, the front yard for a building shall have a 
depth equal to the average of the front yard depths of the two (2) adjoining lots.  A lot 
without a building shall be counted as having a front yard of the depth required by this 
ordinance.  If there are no existing buildings on the same side of the street, the average 
setback alignment of corresponding stories within two hundred (200) feet on each side of 
and directly opposite the lot shall govern.   

 
4542.  Notwithstanding the previous paragraph, no building constructed within the DBOD 
shall have a front yard that exceeds ten (10) feet.  

 
4543.  Where the alignment of a building is not controlled by paragraph 4541, between 
every building and the line of the street upon which it fronts there shall be a front yard of 
a clear depth of not more than ten (10) feet. 

 
4544. No off-street parking shall be located within the front yard.  (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 

 
4550. Special Permit.  Pursuant to the requirements of this Section 4500, the following may 
be permitted upon the issuance of a Special Permit by the Zoning Board of Appeals. (Ord. 04-26-
07, § 1) 
 

4551. Residential dwelling units on the upper level floors of new and pre-existing 
buildings. (Ord. of 04-26-07, § 2) 

 
4552.  Reductions in setbacks, density, green space and parking requirements to allow 
for the development of residential dwelling units on the upper level floors of new and pre-
existing structures (Ord. of 04-26-07, § 3) 
 

  
4553.  Reductions in parking requirements for commercial use of pre-existing or new 
structures.  (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)   
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4560.  Special Permit Application.  An application for a special permit shall be submitted to the 
Zoning Board of Appeals on forms therefrom furnished.  Applicants are encouraged to rehabilitate 
existing structures and to permit reuses which are compatible with the character of the 
neighborhood and which take into consideration the interests of abutters, neighbors and the 
public, especially where the site abuts a residential area or the building(s) merit preservation.  
 
In addition the applicants shall submit: 
 

4561.  The following plans: 
 

 (A) A copy of the site plan approved by the Planning Board, if required pursuant to 
Section 5400. (Ord. of 04-26-07, § 4)   

 
(B) A plan illustrating location and layout of buildings, including layouts of any 
dwelling units.  Additional drawings may be subsequently required by the Planning 
Board; 

  
4562.  The following narrative reports or data: 

 
(A) A proposed development schedule showing the beginning of construction, the 
rate of construction and development, including stages, if applicable, and the 
estimated cost of construction and date of completion; 

 
(B) Information pertaining to any organization which the Applicant proposes to 
form where the development is to be a condominium development, including forms 
and plans to be used to organize and manage the same, for approval as to form by 
City Solicitor; 

  
(C) Copies of all proposed covenants, easements, and other restrictions which the 
Applicant proposes to grant to the City, the Conservation Commission, utility 
companies, any condominium organization and the owners thereof, including plans 
of land to which they are intended to apply, for approval as to form by City 
Solicitor; 

 
4563.  Any and all other information that the Zoning Board may reasonably require in a 
form acceptable to it to assist in determining whether the Applicant's proposed 
development plan meets the objectives of this Section. 

 
4564.  New Bedford Historic Commission approval, if applicable. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 

   
4570.  Action by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  The Board may grant a special permit where it 
makes the following findings: 
 

4571.  The proposed project complies with the requirements of this section; 
 

4572.  The proposed project does not cause substantial detriment to the neighborhood 
after considering the following potential consequences: 

 
a.   noise, during the construction and operational phases; 

 
  b.  pedestrian and vehicular traffic; 
 

c.   environmental harm; 
 

d. visual impact caused by the character and scale of the proposed structure(s); 
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e. where relief to parking requirement has been sought, applicant has demonstrated 
that reasonable efforts have been made to comply with parking requirements. 

 
f.  For conversions of existing structures, the Zoning Board of Appeals must find 
that the proposed project protects the City's heritage by minimizing removal or 
disruption of historic, traditional or significant uses, structures or architectural 
elements, whether these exist on the site or on adjacent properties. If the building 
is a municipally owned building, the proposed uses and structures are consistent 
with any conditions imposed by the Planning Board on the sale, lease, or transfer of 
the site.  (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 

 
4600. WORKING WATERFRONT OVERLAY DISTRICT 
 
There shall be a Working Waterfront Overlay District, comprising the waterfront area between 
Gifford Street and Interstate Route I-195.  A fish fillet or fish processing plant shall only be 
allowed in Industrial “B” Zones that are located within the Working Waterfront Overlay District. 
(Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 
Article II.  
4700. ASSISTED AND INDEPENDENT LIVING FACILITIES. 
 
4710.  Purpose.  The purpose of this section is to provide a mechanism for the approval of: 
 

4711.  Assisted living facilities (ALF) within a residential environment that offer supportive 
services to individuals who are unable to live independently in the community by offering 
supervision and/or assistance with basic activities of daily life, such as, but not limited to, 
dressing, bathing, toileting, and nutrition; and  

  
4712.  Independent living facilities (ILF) that offer congregate living arrangements to 
persons over the age of fifty-five; 

 
4713. The development of ALF and ILF in a manner that conserves environmental 
features, woodlands, wet areas, open  space, areas of scenic beauty, views and vistas as 
well as encouraging the renovation and rehabilitation of older, existing buildings; and 
 
4714. The development of ALF and ILF in a manner harmonious with the surrounding land 
uses while protecting natural resources and open space. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 

 
4720.  Definitions.  Within this Section 4700, the following terms shall have the following 
meanings: 
 
Applicant:  The person or persons, including a corporation or other legal entity, who applies for 
issuance  of a special permit hereunder. The Applicant must own, or be the beneficial owner of, all 
the land included in the proposed site, or have authority from the owner(s) to act for 
him/her/it/them or hold an option or contract duly executed by the owner(s) and the Applicant 
giving the latter the right to acquire the land to be included in the site.  
 
Assisted Living Facility (ALF):  A facility as defined in 651 CMR 12.02. 
 
Bedroom: A separate room intended for, or which customarily could be used for, sleeping. 
 
Dwelling Unit: A residence, including studio units. Each residence shall contain a  living area, 
bathroom and, except in studio units, one or more bedrooms, and may contain a kitchen area or 
combination kitchen/living area.  
 
Independent Living Facility (ILF): A facility reserved by deed for occupancy by persons over the 
age of fifty-five who are able to care for themselves, but with some common facilities as 
described herein. 
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Land: Land, including areas covered by water.  
 
Regulations: The rules and regulations of the Planning Board.  
 
Wetlands: Land subject to the provisions of G.L. c. 131, ss. 40 and 40A. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 
 
4730.  Special Permit.  The development of an ALF and/or an ILF may be permitted upon the 
issuance of a special permit by the Planning Board, and upon site plan approval pursuant to 
Section 5400. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)   
 
4740.  Application.  An application for a special permit shall be submitted to the Planning Board 
on forms therefrom furnished.  Each such application shall be accompanied, if applicable, by a 
definitive plan of land pursuant to the Regulations of the Planning Board.  In addition the 
applicants shall submit: 
 

4741.  The following plans: 
 
  (A) a site plan pursuant to Section 5400;  
 

(B) a plan at a scale of 1" = 40' showing the topography of the site at a minimum 
of two foot intervals, as well as vegetation and special features, including wetlands, 
perennial streams and ponds, trees of more than 8" caliper, rock outcroppings, 
slopes in excess of 15%, existing and proposed trails and paths, open vistas, 
structures of historical importance and biological or wildlife habitats, and proposed 
conservation and recreation easement areas; 

 
C) a plan illustrating preliminary landscaping and architectural design, showing 
types, location and layout of buildings, and typical elevations, as well as the 
general height, bulk and appearance of structures.  Perspective drawings may be 
subsequently required by the Planning Board. 

  
4742.  The following narrative reports or data: 

 
(A) a proposed development schedule showing the beginning of construction, the 
rate of construction and development, including stages, if applicable, and the 
estimated date of completion; 

 
(B) a development impact statement prepared by qualified professionals, detailing 
the impact of the development on the City's capacity to furnish services including, 
but not limited to, roads, police, fire, emergency services and water; 

 
(C) information pertaining to any organization which the Applicant proposes to form 
where the development is to be a condominium development, including forms and 
plans to be used to organize and manage the same, for approval as to form by City 
Solicitor; 

  
(D) copies of all proposed covenants, easements, and other restrictions which the 
Applicant proposes to grant to the City, the Conservation Commission, utility 
companies, any condominium organization and the owners thereof, including plans 
of land to which they are intended to apply, for approval as to form by City 
Solicitor; 

 
(E) any and all other information that the Planning Board may reasonably require in 
a form acceptable to it to assist in determining whether the Applicant's proposed 
development plan meets the objectives of this Section. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 

   
4750.  Standards.  In order to be eligible for consideration for a special permit pursuant to this 
Section, the proposed development shall meet all of the following standards:  
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4751.  Minimum dimensional requirements for ALFs and ILFs shall be as set forth in the 
district in which the proposed facility is located. 

 
4752.  Buffer.  A buffer area of twenty (20) feet shall be provided at the perimeter of the 
property where it abuts residentially zoned or occupied properties, except for driveways 
necessary for access and egress to and from the site. No vegetation in this buffer area 
will be disturbed, destroyed or removed, except for normal maintenance.  The Planning 
Board may waive the buffer requirement (i) where the land abutting the site is the 
subject of a permanent restriction for conservation or recreation so long as a buffer is 
established of at least ten (10') feet in depth which may include such restricted land area 
within such buffer area calculation; or (ii) where the land abutting the site is held by the 
City for conservation or recreation purposes; or (iii) the Planning Board determines that a 
smaller buffer will suffice to accomplish the objectives set forth herein.  

 
4753.   Removal and Replacement of Vegetation.  With the site, no clear cutting shall be 
permitted, except incidental to construction of buildings, roads, trails and parking areas.  

 
4754.  Roadways.  The principal roadway(s) serving the site shall be designed to conform 
with the standards of the City where the roadway is or may be ultimately intended for 
dedication and acceptance by the City of New Bedford.  Private ways shall be adequate 
for the intended use and vehicular traffic and shall be maintained by an association of 
unit owners or by the Applicant.  

 
4755.   Parking.  The applicant shall provide adequate parking to serve all anticipated 
uses on the property, with information detailing the method of computation of parking 
spaces. The minimum number of parking spaces provided on the site shall be 0.5 parking 
space per dwelling unit in an ALF and 1.0 parking space per dwelling unit in an ILF.  For 
both ALFs and ILFs one (1) parking space shall be provided for every three (3) employees 
during the largest shift. The Planning Board may increase the required parking by up to 
10% to serve the needs of employees, visitors and service vehicles. All parking areas 
shall be screened from view from adjacent residentially zoned or occupied premises 
located outside the site, including public ways, by a landscaped border at least ten (10) 
feet in width.  Parking lots in front setbacks in residential zones, and in buffer areas in all 
zones, with the exception of necessary access driveways, are prohibited. Parking areas in 
residential districts shall be located to the side or rear of all buildings. Parking lot layout 
shall be planned to permit landscaping, buffering, or screening to prevent direct views of 
parked vehicles from adjacent streets. The use of traditional picket fencing, hedges, 
walls, or landscape berms to define parking areas is encouraged.  In parking areas of 
eleven or more parking stalls, at least one tree of three inch or greater caliper shall be 
planted for every six parking places. Adequate tree wells and irrigation shall be provided 
for all parking lot landscaping. Pedestrian access is to be taken into consideration in 
parking lot design. The use of separate walkways is encouraged. Textured paving or 
grade separated (elevated) walkways are desired on all pedestrian access ways.  

 
4756.  Loading.  Loading areas must be at least 20 X 9 feet, and have a minimum 
overhead clearance of 10 feet. Screening and landscaping shall be provided to block all 
views of loading areas (except those specifically designated for emergency vehicles) from 
the public right-of-way and adjacent properties. 

 
4757.  Surface Drainage.  The surface drainage system shall be designed in accordance 
with the Subdivision Rules and Regulations of the Planning Board, if any, and the 
standards of the Department of Public Works. 

 
4758.  Utilities.  All electric, gas, telephone, and water distribution lines shall be placed 
underground, except upon a demonstration of exceptional circumstances.  
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4759.  Paths.  Paths for the use of residents shall be attractively designed with proper 
regard for convenience, separation of vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian traffic, adequate 
connectivity, completeness of access to the various amenities and facilities on the site 
and to pathways on adjacent sites.  

 
4751A.  Paving and curbing.  Where the roadway is or may be ultimately intended for 
dedication and acceptance by the City of New Bedford, granite curbing, gray in color, is 
required, except in areas of very low traffic volume where no curbing will be required.  
Rolled asphalt (Cape Cod berm) curbing is unacceptable in all such ways.  Curbing is to 
be sloped or cut to provide a barrier free transition at road crossings and building 
entrances. Paving should be textured or of different materials at pedestrian crossings and 
walkways. The use of stone, brick or cultured stone pavers for entrance walkway borders 
is encouraged. The use of textured materials for walkway borders is encouraged. 

 
4751B.  Design and Architectural Character. The Planning Board may require massing and 
style, roofs, facade elements, entrances, door and window openings, building materials 
and design elements consistent with the City and the neighborhood.   

 
4751C.  The ALF or ILF shall have an integrated emergency call, telephone and other 
communications system to provide monitoring for its residents. There shall be sufficient 
site access for public safety vehicles.  A plan shall be approved by the Fire Department 
and the Inspector of Buildings for the emergency evacuation of the residents with 
emphasis on ensuring the safety of residents with physical impairments.  

 
4751D.  An ALF or an ILF may consist of a single building or multiple buildings. 

 
4751E.  Structures and uses accessory to the ALF of ILF may also be provided (with the 
exception of covered parking areas) within the same building, including, but not limited 
to, the following: beauty and barber salons; recreational, physical fitness and therapy 
services; nondenominational chapel; library; bank automated teller machine; 
management offices; adult day care or adult day health facility; hospice residence; food 
service; laundry and covered parking areas; provided, however, that such accessory uses 
and structures shall be designed for the primary use of the residents and staff of the ALF 
or ILF. Such accessory uses may not be designed for or used as a general business by the 
general public. Such accessory uses shall be wholly be within a structure containing 
residential units, and shall have not exterior advertising display. 

 
4751F.  The facility shall be served by the municipal water system. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 
1) 

 
4760.  Conversion of Existing Structures. Applicants are encouraged to convert land and 
buildings that are no longer needed or suitable for their original use, and to permit reuses which 
are compatible with the character of the neighborhood and which take into consideration the 
interests of abutters, neighbors and the public, especially where the site abuts a residential area 
or the building(s) merit preservation.  
 

4761.  Where conversion of an existing structure is proposed, the standards set forth in 
Section 4450 shall not apply where the existing structure is nonconforming; provided, 
however, that any proposed expansion of the existing structure shall conform to the 
extent feasible. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 

 
4770.  Action by the Planning Board.  The Board may grant a special permit for an ALF/ILF 
where it makes the following findings: 
 

4771.  The proposed ALF complies with the requirements of this section; 
 
4772.  The proposed ALF does not cause substantial detriment to the neighborhood after 
considering the following potential consequences: 
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(A) noise, during the construction and operational phases; 
 
  (B) pedestrian and vehicular traffic; 
 
  (C) environmental harm; 
 

(D) visual impact caused by the character and scale of the proposed structure(s). 
 

4773.  For conversions of existing structures, the Planning Board must find that the 
proposal protects the City's heritage by minimizing removal or disruption of historic, 
traditional or significant uses, structures or architectural elements, whether these exist on 
the site or on adjacent properties. If the building is a municipally owned building, the 
proposed uses and structures are consistent with any conditions imposed by the Planning 
Board on the sale, lease, or transfer of the site.  The buffer requirements, minimum open 
space requirements, and building height requirements shall be those physically existing 
as of [date of enactment].  The Council may permit expansion of the structure to the 
degree reasonably necessary to comply with federal and state law. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 
1) 

 
4800.  MOTOR VEHICLE LIGHT SERVICE AND REPAIR.   
 
4810.  General.  No automobile repair work, except emergency work, shall be done out of doors, 
and only subject to licenses and permits in accordance with law.  Auto body and fender repairing 
is prohibited.  (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 
 
4820.  Permit Required.  No building shall be erected, altered or converted for motor vehicle 
light service until a permit is issued by the Inspector of Buildings as provided in the State Building 
Code.  (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 
 
4830.  Procedures.  Plot plans shall be submitted in duplicate for repair and in quadruplicate for 
light service; one set shall be kept at the building site during the progress of the work, one set on 
file in the office of the Inspector of Buildings; and in case of light service, one set for the mayor 
and council and one set for the chief of the fire department. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 
 
4840.  Parking.  No pump, pipe or structure of any kind for the distribution of petroleum 
products shall henceforth be erected or installed unless there are parking facilities for vehicles to 
be serviced on private property, and the dispensing of said products over sidewalks and traveled 
ways by the use of hose, swinging arms or other devices is hereby prohibited, except where such 
use is absolutely required by installations made prior to August 1, 1946. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 
 
4850.  Special Permit Required.  No site shall be used for light service and no permits for the 
erection, alteration or conversion of a building for said purpose shall be issued until a special 
permit for the use of said site for light service has been approved by the Board of Appeals 
following a public hearing. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 
 
4900.  WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES (WCF). 
 
4910.  Purpose.  The purpose of this section is to establish procedures for establishment of 
wireless communications facilities (a) by safe and appropriate siting consistent with the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996, while (b) minimizing visual impacts from such facilities on 
residential districts and scenic areas within New Bedford. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 
 
4920. Location.  WCF may be allowed by special permit in all districts.  No WCF shall be erected 
or installed except in compliance with the provisions of this section. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 
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4930. Submittal Requirements.  As part of any application for a special permit, applicants shall 
submit the information required for site plan review, as set forth herein at Section 5400.  
Applicants shall also provide: 
 

4931. A description of the capacity of the facility, including the number and types of 
antennas that it can accommodate and the basis for the calculation of capacity. 
 
4932. Documentation evidencing that providers of WCS intend to co-locate on the facility. 
 
4933. Documentation that the applicant is unable to co-locate on an existing or approved 
facility. 
 
4934. Documentation that the facility complies with all requirements of the Federal 
Aviation Administration and City of New Bedford, including but not limited to lighting and 
airport approach zone encroachments. 
 
4935. Documentation evidencing that the facility is designed to be the minimum height 
necessary to accommodate the anticipated and future users. 

 
4936. Documentation certifying that the proposed WCF will meet all applicable FCC and 
state health and environmental standards. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 

 
4940. Special Permit.  A WCF may be erected upon the issuance of a special permit by the 
Zoning Board of Appeals if the Board determines that the adverse effects of the proposed facility 
will not outweigh the need for the WCF, in view of the particular characteristics of the site and of 
the proposal in relation to that site.  The determination shall include consideration of each of the 
following: 
 
 4941. Communication needs served by the facility; 
 
 4942. Traffic flow and safety, including parking and loading; 
 
 4943. Impact on neighborhood character, including aesthetics; 
 
 4944. Impacts on the natural environment, including visual impacts; 
 

4945. Potential fiscal impact, including impact on city services, tax base, and employment; 
 
4946. New monopoles shall be considered only upon a finding that existing or approved 
monopoles or facilities cannot accommodate, or reasonably be made to accommodate, the 
equipment planned for proposed monopoles. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 
 

4950. Conditions. All WCF shall be subject to the following conditions: 
 

4951. To the extent feasible, the facility shall be designed and constructed so it is capable 
of accommodating co-location.  Monopoles shall be designed to structurally accommodate 
foreseeable users (within a ten-year period), including wireless services providers and local 
police, fire and ambulance companies, unless the applicant demonstrates to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals that it is technically infeasible to do so. 

 
4952.  New free-standing facilities shall be limited to monopoles; no lattice towers shall be 
permitted.  Monopole height shall not exceed the height restrictions of the zoning district 
within which the structure is to be located.  Existing ground elevations may not be altered 
or distorted in order to achieve additional height. 
 
4953. Free-standing facilities shall be set back from the nearest residential dwelling by a 
minimum distance equal to the height of the facility (as measured to its highest point, 
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including antennae, etc.) and further, said WCF shall not be located closer than twenty-five 
(25) feet from any street or lot line. 

 
4954. WCF may be placed upon or inside existing buildings or structures, including water 
tanks and towers, church spires, electrical transmission towers, and the like.  In such 
cases, the facility height shall not exceed two (2) feet above the height of the existing 
structure or building. 

 
4955. All structures associated with WCF shall be removed within one year of cessation of 
use at the expense of the applicant.  The Board of Appeals may require a performance 
guarantee to effect this result, including a bond of an amount to be determined by the 
Board of Appeals. 
 
4956. To the extent feasible, all network interconnections from the communications facility 
shall be via land lines. 
 
4957. Existing on-site vegetation shall be preserved to the maximum extent feasible. 
 
4958. The facility shall minimize, to the extent feasible, adverse visual effects on the 
environment.  The Zoning Board of Appeals may impose reasonable conditions to ensure 
this result, including painting, lighting standards, landscaping, 
and screening. 
 
4959. Traffic associated with the facility shall not adversely affect public ways. 
 
4951A. Fencing may be required to control unauthorized entry to the WCF. 
 
4951B. No interference to existing broadcast television, cable television, or radio signals, 
including emergency systems and public safety communications, shall be permitted from 
the WCF or components thereon.  If interference occurs, the applicant must remedy the 
interference within the time period affixed by the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 
4951C. The Zoning Board of Appeals may require an applicant to pay for costs incurred by 
the Board to review the application for a WCF.  These costs may include, without 
limitation, engineering, planning, technical or legal consulting services necessary for 
review purposes. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 

 
Section 4100A. Wamsutta Mill Overlay District (WMOD) 
 
 4110A. Purpose.  The purpose of the WMOD is to provide adequate minimum 

standards and procedures for the construction of new and rehabilitation of existing 
structures so as to promote economic and cultural development in the Wamsutta Mill 
area.  

 
4120A. Location. The WMOD is hereby established as an overlay district comprised of the 
area between the north side of Logan Street, the east side of Acushnet Avenue, the south 
side of Wamsutta Street and the west side of North Front Street, specifically excluding 
areas located within said boundaries, which have been designated as residentially zoned 
on the effective date of this ordinance.  The WMOD is hereby designated on the City of 
New Bedford Zoning Map, as may be subsequently amended, on file in the Office of the 
City Clerk.     

 
 4130A. Definitions.  Within this Section 4100A, the following terms shall 

 have the following meanings:  
 

4131A.   Applicant:  The person or persons, including a corporation or other legal 
entity, who applies for issuance  of a special permit hereunder. The Applicant must 
own, or be the beneficial owner of, all the land included in the proposed site, or 
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have authority from the owner(s) to act for him/her/it/them or hold an option or 
contract duly executed by the owner(s) and the Applicant giving the latter the right 
to acquire the land to be included in the site.  
 
4132A.   Dwelling Unit: A residence, including studio units. Each residence shall 
contain a  living area, bathroom and, except in studio units, one or more bedrooms, 
and may contain a kitchen area or combination kitchen/living area.  

 
4133A.   Proposed project: The project proposed by the applicant for which a 
special permit is being sought. 
 
4134A.  Proposed Project Site:  The parcel of land, with buildings thereon on which 
the Proposed Project is located. (Ord. of 9-13-05, § 2) 
 

  4135A.   Regulations: The rules and regulations of the Planning Board.  
 

4135A.(i).   Upper level floors: Any floor of a building that is located above 
the street level floor.  In the event that two floors of the same 
building are level to a street or streets, neither of the two 
floors shall be considered upper level floors.  Notwithstanding 
the previous sentence, in the event the Planning Board 
determines that the majority or an equal amount of street 
access is provided through the lower of the two floors level to a 
street or streets, the higher of the two floors level to a street 
or streets may be deemed an upper level floor. (Ord. of 9-13-
05, § 5).  

 
   4140A. Front Yard.   

 
4141A.  No story or part of any building except projecting eaves or uncovered steps 
shall be erected nearer to the street line of any street on which it fronts than the 
average alignment of the corresponding stories or parts of existing buildings within 
two hundred (200) feet on each side of the lot and within the same block and 
district.  Where there is a building on one or both of the adjoining lots, the front 
yard for a building shall have a depth equal to the average of the front yard depths 
of the two (2) adjoining lots.  A lot without a building shall be counted as having a 
front yard of the depth required by this ordinance.  If there are no existing 
buildings on the same side of the street, the average setback alignment of 
corresponding stories within two hundred (200) feet on each side of and directly 
opposite the lot shall govern.   

 
4142A.   Notwithstanding the previous paragraph, no building constructed within 
the WMOD shall have a front yard that exceeds ten (10) feet.  

 
4143A.    Where the alignment of a building is not controlled by subsection 4141A., 
between every building and the line of the street upon which it fronts there shall be 
a front yard of a clear depth of not more than ten (10) feet. 

 
  4144A.   No off-street parking shall be located within the front yard.   
  

4150A. Special Permit.  Pursuant to the requirements of this section 4100A, the following 
may be permitted upon the issuance of a special permit by the Zoning Board of Appeals:  

  
4151A.   Residential dwelling units on the upper level floors of pre-existing 
structures. 
 
4151B.  Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 4151A hereof Residential 
Dwelling Units may be permitted, in addition to those permitted pursuant to Section 
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4151A, hereof, on floors other than upper level floors as defined in Section 4135A, 
hereof upon: 
 

i. a written determination of the Zoning Board of Appeals specifically  
finding that it will be economically unfeasible for the Applicant  to 
successfully complete the proposed project if he is not allowed to 
develop residential units on floors other than the upper level floors; 
said finding to be made upon consideration and review of appropriate 
information by the Applicant supporting his claim of economic 
unfeasibility; and  
 

either 
 
ii. written agreement of the Applicant, in a form acceptable to the 

Zoning Board of Appeals, to develop in another location on the 
Proposed Project Site,  commercial and/or industrial space greater 
than or equal to 50% of the usable floor space of the non-upper level 
floor for which he seeks  permission to develop residential dwelling 
units; or 

 
iii. written agreement of the Applicant, in a form acceptable to the 

Zoning Board of Appeals, to develop in another location within the 
City of New Bedford that is approved by the Planning Board of the 
City of New Bedford,  commercial and/or industrial space greater 
than or equal to 75% of the usable floor space of the non-upper level 
floor for which he seeks permission to develop residential dwelling 
units. (Ord. of 9-13-05, § 1) 

  
4152A.   Reductions in setbacks, density, green space and parking requirements to 
allow for the development of residential dwelling units on the upper level floors of 
pre-existing structures. 

 
4153A.   Reductions in parking requirements for commercial use of pre- 
existing or new structures.    

 
4160A. Special Permit Application.  An application for a special permit shall be submitted 
to the Zoning Board of Appeals on forms therefrom furnished.  Applicants are encouraged 
to rehabilitate existing structures and to permit reuses which are compatible with the 
character of the neighborhood and which take into consideration the interests of abutters, 
neighbors and the public, especially where the site abuts a residential area or the 
building(s) merit preservation.  

 
 In addition the applicants shall submit: 
 

 4161A.   The following plans: 
 

4161(A)(i).   A copy of the site plan approved by the Planning Board, if 
required pursuant to Section 5400 et al; Notwithstanding the 
previous sentence, the Applicant may choose to seek site plan 
approval from the Planning Board at the same time the Zoning 
Board of Appeals is considering his application for a Special 
Permit, hereunder in which case he shall submit a statement 
indicating that he has filed an application for Site Plan Approval 
with the Planning Board. Upon receipt of said statement, 
signed under the penalties of perjury, on a form proscribed by 
the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall 
deem this requirement fulfilled and shall include a condition in 
any approval that said approval is contingent upon the 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
approval of  said site plan by the Planning Board; (Ord. of 9-
13-05, § 3)  

 
4161(A)(ii).   A plan illustrating location and layout of buildings, including 

layouts of any dwelling units.  Additional drawings may be 
subsequently required by the Planning Board; 

  
  4161(A)(iii).  The following narrative reports or data: 

 
(1) A proposed development schedule showing the beginning 
of construction, the rate of construction and development, 
including stages, if applicable, and the estimated cost of 
construction and date of completion; 

    
(2) Information pertaining to any organization which the 
Applicant proposes to form where the development is to be a 
condominium development, including forms and plans to be 
used to organize and manage the same, for approval as to 
form by City Solicitor; 

  
(3) Copies of all proposed covenants, easements, and other 
restrictions which the Applicant proposes to grant to the City, 
the Conservation Commission, utility companies, any 
condominium organization and the owners thereof, including 
plans of land to which they are intended to apply, for approval 
as to form by City Solicitor; 

 
(4) Any and all other information that the Zoning Board may 
reasonably require in a form acceptable to it to assist in 
determining whether the Applicant's proposed development 
plan meets the objectives of this Section; 

 
(5) New Bedford Historic Commission approval, if applicable. 

   
 4170A.  Action by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  The Board may grant a special permit 
where it makes the following findings: 
 
  4171A. The proposed project complies with the requirements of this section; 
 

4172A. The proposed project does not cause substantial detriment to the 
neighborhood after considering the following potential consequences: 

 
    4172A(i).   noise, during the construction and operational phases; 
 
    4172A(ii).   pedestrian and vehicular traffic; 
 
     4172A(iii). environmental harm; 
 

 4172A(iv). visual impact caused by the character and scale of the 
proposed structure(s); 

 
 4172A(v).  where relief to parking requirement has been sought, applicant 

has demonstrated that reasonable efforts have been made to 
comply with parking requirements; 

 
 4172A(vi). For conversions of existing structures, the Zoning Board of 

Appeals must find that the proposed project protects the City's 
heritage by minimizing removal or disruption of historic, 
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traditional or significant uses, structures or architectural 
elements, whether these exist on the site or on adjacent 
properties. If the building is a municipally owned building, the 
proposed uses and structures are consistent with any 
conditions imposed by the Planning Board on the sale, lease, or 
transfer of the site.  (Ord. of 6-7-04, § 1) 

 
Section 4200A. Riverside Avenue Mill Overlay District (RAMOD) 
 
 4210A. Purpose.  The purpose of the RAMOD is to provide adequate minimum 

standards and procedures for the construction of new housing facilities and rehabilitation 
of existing structures so as to promote economic and cultural development in the 
Riverside Avenue Mill area.  

 
4220A. Location. The RAMOD is hereby established as an overlay district comprised of the 
area beginning at a point of intersection with the easterly line of Riverside Avenue and 
the southerly line of Manomet Street; thence easterly in the southerly line of Manomet 
Street, a distance of four hundred eighty seven (487) feet, more or less, to the Acushnet 
River; thence commencing again at the first point mentioned and running southerly in the 
east line of Riverside Avenue, a distance of one thousand two hundred sixty (1,260) feet, 
more or less, to a point in the Acushnet River; thence easterly and northerly along the 
Acushnet River to the termination of the first line herein described; containing 
approximately six hundred ninety thousand six hundred ninety one (690,691) square 
feet, more or less; and, all of the area bounded southerly by the north line of Manomet 
Street, westerly by the easterly line of Riverside Avenue; northerly by the southerly line 
of Belleville Road; easterly by the Acushnet River.  The RAMOD is hereby designated on 
the City of New Bedford Zoning Map, as may be subsequently amended, on file in the 
Office of the City Clerk.  (Ord. of 10-16-06, § 1)     

 
 4230A. Definitions.  Within this Section 4200A, the following terms shall 

 have the following meanings: 
 
4231A.   Applicant:  The person or persons, including a corporation or other legal entity, 
who applies for issuance of a special permit hereunder. The Applicant must own, or be 
the beneficial owner of, all the land included in the proposed site, or have authority from 
the owner(s) to act for him/her/it/them or hold an option or contract duly executed by 
the owner(s) and the Applicant giving the latter the right to acquire the land to be 
included in the site.  

 
4232A.   Dwelling Unit: A functioning room or group of rooms capable of being used as a 
residence (including studio units). Each residence shall contain a living area, bathroom 
and, except in studio units, one or more bedrooms, and may contain a kitchen area or 
combination kitchen/living area.  

 
 4233A.   Proposed Project: The project proposed by the Applicant for which a 

 special permit hereunder is being sought. 
 

4233B. Proposed Project Site:  The parcel of land, with buildings thereon on which the   
Proposed Project is located. 

 
 4234A.   Regulations: The rules and regulations of the Planning Board.  

 
4235A.   Upper level floors: Any floor of a building that is located above the street level 
floor.  In the event that a portion of two floors of the same building are level to a street or 
streets, neither of said two floors shall be considered upper level floors.  Notwithstanding 
the previous sentence, in the event the Planning Board determines that the majority or an 
equal amount of street access is provided through the lower of the two floors level to a 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
street or streets, the higher of the two floors level to a street or streets may be deemed an 
upper level floor.  

 
   4240A. Front Yard.   

 
4241A.   No story or part of any building except projecting eaves or uncovered steps 

shall be erected nearer to the street line of any street on which it fronts than the average 
alignment of the corresponding stories or parts of existing buildings within two hundred (200) feet 
on each side of the lot containing the Proposed Project and within the same block and district.  
Where there is a building on one or both of the adjoining lots, the front yard for a building shall 
have a depth equal to the average of the front yard depths of the two (2) adjoining lots.  A lot 
without a building shall be counted as having a front yard of the depth required by this ordinance.  
If there are no existing buildings on the same side of the street, the average setback alignment of 
corresponding stories within two hundred (200) feet on each side of and directly opposite the lot 
shall govern.   
 

4242A.   Notwithstanding the previous paragraph, no building constructed within the 
RAMOD shall have a front yard that exceeds ten (10) feet.  

 
4243A.    Where the alignment of a building is not controlled by subsection 4241A., 

between every building and the line of the street upon which it fronts there shall be a front yard 
of a clear depth of not more than ten (10) feet. 
 
  4244A.   No off-street parking shall be located within the front yard.   
  

4250A. Special Permit.  Pursuant to the requirements of this section 4200A, the following 
may be permitted upon the issuance of a special permit by the Zoning Board of Appeals:  

  
4251A.   Residential Dwelling Units on the upper level floors of pre-existing structures.  

 
4251B.  Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 4251A hereof Residential Dwelling 
Units may be permitted, in addition to those permitted pursuant to Section 4251A, hereof, 
on floors other than upper level floors as defined in Section 4235A, hereof upon: 

 
i. a written determination of the Zoning Board of Appeals specifically  

finding that it will be economically unfeasible for the Applicant  to 
successfully complete the proposed project if he is not allowed to 
develop residential units on floors other than the upper level floors; 
said finding to be made upon consideration and review of appropriate 
information by the Applicant supporting his claim of economic 
unfeasibility; and  
 

either 
 
ii. written agreement of the Applicant, in a form acceptable to the 

Zoning Board of Appeals, to develop in another location on the 
Proposed Project Site,  commercial and/or industrial space greater 
than or equal to 50% of the usable floor space of the non-upper level 
floor for which he seeks permission to develop residential dwelling 
units; or 

 
iii. written agreement of the Applicant, in a form acceptable to the 

Zoning Board of Appeals, to develop in another location within the 
City of New Bedford that is approved by the Planning Board of the 
City of New Bedford,  commercial and/or industrial space greater 
than or equal to 50% of the usable floor space of the non-upper level 
floor for which he seeks permission to develop residential dwelling 
units. (Ord. of 9-13-05, § 1) 
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4252A.   Reductions in setbacks, density, green space and parking requirements to allow 
for the development of Dwelling Units on the upper level floors of pre-existing structures. 
 
  4253A.   Reductions in parking requirements for commercial use of pre- 

existing or new structures.    
 

4260A. Special Permit Application.  An application for a special permit shall be submitted 
to the Zoning Board of Appeals on forms therefrom furnished.  Applicants are encouraged 
to rehabilitate existing structures and to permit reuses which are compatible with the 
character of the neighborhood and which take into consideration the interests of abutters, 
neighbors and the public, especially where the site abuts a residential area or the 
building(s) merit preservation.  

 
 In addition, the Applicant shall submit: 
 

 4261A.   The following plans: 
 

4261A(i).   A copy of the site plan approved by the Planning Board, if 
required pursuant to Section 5400 et al; Notwithstanding the 
previous sentence, the Applicant may choose to seek site plan 
approval from the Planning Board at the same time the Zoning 
Board of Appeals is considering his application for a Special 
Permit, hereunder in which case he shall submit a statement 
indicating that he has filed an application for Site Plan Approval 
with the Planning Board. Upon receipt of said statement, 
signed under the penalties of perjury, on a form proscribed by 
the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall 
deem this requirement fulfilled and shall include a condition in 
any approval that said approval is contingent upon the 
approval of said site plan by the Planning Board; (Ord. of 9-13-
05, § 3)  

 
4261A(ii).   A plan illustrating location and layout of buildings, including 

layouts of any Dwelling Units.  Additional drawings may be 
subsequently required by the Planning Board; 

  
  4261A(iii).  The following narrative reports or data: 

 
(1) A proposed development schedule showing the beginning 
of construction, the rate of construction and development, 
including stages, if applicable, and the estimated cost of 
construction and date of completion; 

    
(2) Information pertaining to any organization which the 
Applicant proposes to form where the development is to be a 
condominium development, including forms and plans to be 
used to organize and manage the same, for approval as to 
form by the City Solicitor; 

  
(3) Copies of all proposed covenants, easements, and other 
restrictions which the Applicant proposes to grant to the City, 
the Conservation Commission, utility companies, any 
condominium organization and the owners thereof, including 
plans of land to which they are intended to apply, for approval 
as to form by the City Solicitor; 
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(4) Any and all other information that the Zoning Board may 
reasonably require in a form acceptable to it to assist in 
determining whether the Applicant's proposed development 
plan meets the objectives of this Section; 

 
(5) New Bedford Historic Commission approval, if applicable. 

   
4270A.  Action by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  The Board may grant a special permit 
where it makes the following findings: 

 
  4271A. The Proposed Project complies with the requirements of this section; 
 

4272A. The Proposed Project does not cause substantial detriment to the 
neighborhood after considering the following potential consequences: 

 
    4272A(i).   noise, during the construction and operational phases; 
 
    4272A(ii).   pedestrian and vehicular traffic; 
 
     4272A(iii). environmental harm; 
 

 4272A(iv). visual impact caused by the character and scale of the 
proposed structure(s); 

 
 4272A(v).  where relief to parking requirement has been sought, applicant 

has demonstrated that reasonable efforts have been made to 
comply with parking requirements; 

 
 4272A(vi). For conversions of existing structures, the Zoning Board of 

Appeals must find that the Proposed Project protects the City's 
heritage by minimizing removal or disruption of historic, 
traditional or significant uses, structures or architectural 
elements, whether these exist on the site or on adjacent 
properties. If the building is a municipally owned building, the 
proposed uses and structures are consistent with any 
conditions imposed by the Planning Board on the sale, lease, or 
transfer of the site.  (Ord. of 12-27-04, § 1) 

 
 
Section 4300A. Cove Street Mill Overlay District (COSMOD) 
 
 4310A. Purpose.  The purpose of the COSMOD is to provide adequate minimum 

standards and procedures for the construction of new housing facilities and rehabilitation 
of existing structures so as to promote economic and cultural development in the Cove 
Street Mill area.  

 
4320A. Location. The COSMOD is hereby established as an overlay district comprised of 
the area bounded northerly by the southerly line of Gifford Street from its intersection 
with the easterly line of Morton Court to the Acushnet River; bounded easterly by the 
Acushnet River; bounded southerly by the northerly line of Cove Street from the Acushnet 
River to its intersection with the easterly line of Morton court; and bounded westerly by 
the easterly line of Morton Court.  The COSMOD is hereby designated on the City of New 
Bedford Zoning Map, as may be subsequently amended, on file in the Office of the City 
Clerk.     

 
 4330A. Definitions.  Within this Section 4300A, the following terms shall 

 have the following meanings: 
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4331A.   Applicant:  The person or persons, including a corporation or other legal entity, 
who applies for issuance of a special permit hereunder. The Applicant must own, or be 
the beneficial owner of, all the land included in the proposed site, or have authority from 
the owner(s) to act for him/her/it/them or hold an option or contract duly executed by 
the owner(s) and the Applicant giving the latter the right to acquire the land to be 
included in the site.  

 
4332A.   Dwelling Unit: A functioning room or group of rooms capable of being used as a 

residence (including studio units). Each residence shall contain a living area, bathroom and, 
except in studio units, one or more bedrooms, and may contain a kitchen area or combination 
kitchen/living area.  

 
4333A.   Proposed Project: The project proposed by the Applicant for which a 
special permit hereunder is being sought. 
 
4334A     Proposed Project Site:  The parcel of land, with buildings thereon on     

   which the Proposed Project is located. 
 

  4335A.   Regulations: The rules and regulations of the Planning Board.  
 
  4336A.   Upper level floors: Any floor of a building that is located above the street 

level floor.  In the event that a portion of two floors of the same building 
are level to a street or streets, neither of said two floors shall be 
considered upper level floors.  Notwithstanding the previous sentence, in 
the event the Planning Board determines that the majority or an equal 
amount of street access is provided through the lower of the two floors 
level to a street or streets, the higher of the two floors level to a street or 
streets may be deemed an upper level floor.  

 
   4340A. Front Yard.   

 
4341A.   No story or part of any building except projecting eaves or uncovered steps 

shall be erected nearer to the street line of any street on which it fronts than the average 
alignment of the corresponding stories or parts of existing buildings within two hundred (200) feet 
on each side of the lot containing the Proposed Project and within the same block and district.  
Where there is a building on one or both of the adjoining lots, the front yard for a building shall 
have a depth equal to the average of the front yard depths of the two (2) adjoining lots.  A lot 
without a building shall be counted as having a front yard of the depth required by this ordinance.  
If there are no existing buildings on the same side of the street, the average setback alignment of 
corresponding stories within two hundred (200) feet on each side of and directly opposite the lot 
shall govern.   
 

4342A.   Notwithstanding the previous paragraph, no building constructed within the 
COSMOD shall have a front yard that exceeds ten (10) feet.  

 
4343A.    Where the alignment of a building is not controlled by subsection 4341A., 

between every building and the line of the street upon which it fronts there shall be a front yard 
of a clear depth of not more than ten (10) feet. 
 
  4344A.   No off-street parking shall be located within the front yard.   
  

4350A. Special Permit.  Pursuant to the requirements of this section 4300A, the following 
may be permitted upon the issuance of a special permit by the Zoning Board of Appeals:  

  
4351A.   Residential Dwelling Units on the upper level floors of pre-existing structures.  
 

4351B.    Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 4351A hereof Residential   
Dwelling Units may be permitted, in addition to those permitted pursuant 
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to Section 4351A, hereof, on floors other than upper level floors as defined 
in Section 4335A, hereof upon: 

 
iv. a written determination of the Zoning Board of Appeals specifically  

finding that it will be economically unfeasible for the Applicant  to 
successfully complete the proposed project if he is not allowed to 
develop residential units on floors other than the upper level floors; 
said finding to be made upon consideration and review of appropriate 
information by the Applicant supporting his claim of economic 
unfeasibility; and  
 

either 
 
v. written agreement of the Applicant, in a form acceptable to the 

Zoning Board of Appeals, to develop in another location on the 
Proposed Project Site,  commercial and/or industrial space greater 
than or equal to 50% of the usable floor space of the non-upper level 
floor for which he seeks permission to develop residential dwelling 
units; or 

 
vi. written agreement of the Applicant, in a form acceptable to the 

Zoning Board of Appeals, to develop in another location within the 
City of New Bedford that is approved by the Planning Board of the 
City of New Bedford,  commercial and/or industrial space greater 
than or equal to 75% of the usable floor space of the non-upper level 
floor for which he seeks permission to develop residential dwelling 
units. 

 
 
4352A.   Reductions in setbacks, density, green space and parking requirements to allow 

for the development of Dwelling Units on the upper level floors of pre-existing structures. 
 
  4353A.   Reductions in parking requirements for commercial use of pre- 

existing or new structures.    
 

4360A. Special Permit Application.  An application for a special permit shall be submitted 
to the Zoning Board of Appeals on forms therefrom furnished.  Applicants are encouraged 
to rehabilitate existing structures and to permit reuses which are compatible with the 
character of the neighborhood and which take into consideration the interests of abutters, 
neighbors and the public, especially where the site abuts a residential area or the 
building(s) merit preservation.  

 
 In addition, the Applicant shall submit: 
 

 4361A.   The following plans: 
 

4361A(i).   A copy of the site plan approved by the Planning Board, if 
required pursuant to Section 5400 et al. Notwithstanding the 
previous sentence, the Applicant may choose to seek site plan 
approval from the Planning Board at the same time the Zoning 
Board of Appeals is considering his application for a Special 
Permit, hereunder in which case he shall submit a statement 
indicating that he has filed an application for Site Plan Approval 
with the Planning Board. Upon receipt of said statement, 
signed under the penalties of perjury, on a form proscribed by 
the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall 
deem this requirement fulfilled and shall include a condition in 
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any approval that said approval is contingent upon the 
approval of  said site plan by the Planning Board;  

 
 

4361A(ii).    A plan illustrating location and layout of buildings, including 
layouts of any Dwelling Units.  Additional drawings may be 
subsequently required by the Planning Board; 

  
  4361A(iii).  The following narrative reports or data: 

 
(1) A proposed development schedule showing the beginning 
of construction, the rate of construction and development, 
including stages, if applicable, and the estimated cost of 
construction and date of completion; 

    
(2) Information pertaining to any organization which the 
Applicant proposes to form where the development is to be a 
condominium development, including forms and plans to be 
used to organize and manage the same, for approval as to 
form by the City Solicitor; 

  
(3) Copies of all proposed covenants, easements, and other 
restrictions which the Applicant proposes to grant to the City, 
the Conservation Commission, utility companies, any 
condominium organization and the owners thereof, including 
plans of land to which they are intended to apply, for approval 
as to form by the City Solicitor; 

 
(4) Any and all other information that the Zoning Board may 
reasonably require in a form acceptable to it to assist in 
determining whether the Applicant's proposed development 
plan meets the objectives of this Section. 

 
(5) New Bedford Historic Commission approval, if applicable. 

   
4370A.  Action by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  The Board may grant a special permit 
where it makes the following findings: 

 
  4371A. The Proposed Project complies with the requirements of this section; 
 

4372A. The Proposed Project does not cause substantial detriment to the 
neighborhood after considering the following potential consequences: 

 
    4372A(i).   noise, during the construction and operational phases; 
 
    4372A(ii).   pedestrian and vehicular traffic; 
 
     4372A(iii). environmental harm; 
 

 4372A(iv). visual impact caused by the character and scale of the 
proposed structure(s). 

 
 4372A(v).  where relief to parking requirement has been sought, applicant 

has demonstrated that reasonable efforts have been made to 
comply with parking requirements. 

 
 4372A(vi). For conversions of existing structures, the Zoning Board of 

Appeals must find that the Proposed Project protects the City's 
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heritage by minimizing removal or disruption of historic, 
traditional or significant uses, structures or architectural 
elements, whether these exist on the site or on adjacent 
properties. If the building is a municipally owned building, the 
proposed uses and structures are consistent with any 
conditions imposed by the Planning Board on the sale, lease, or 
transfer of the site. (Ord. of 9-13-05, § 1)   

 
Section 4400A. Mott-David-Ruth Mill Overlay District (MDRMOD) 
  
 4410A. Purpose.  The purpose of the MDRMOD is to provide adequate minimum 

standards and procedures for the construction of new housing facilities and rehabilitation 
of existing structures so as to promote economic and cultural development in the Mott-
David-Ruth Street Mill area.  

 
4420A. Location. The MDRMOD is hereby established as an overlay district comprised of 
the area beginning at the intersection of the westerly line of East Rodney French 
Boulevard and northerly line of Mott Street; thence proceeding westerly along the 
northerly line of Mott Street to the intersection of the northerly line of Mott Street and the 
easterly line of Cleveland Street; thence proceeding northerly along the easterly line of 
Cleveland Street to the intersection of the easterly line of Cleveland Street and the 
southerly line of Ruth Street; thence proceeding easterly along the southerly line of Ruth 
Street to the intersection of the southerly line of Ruth Street and the westerly line of East 
Rodney French Boulevard; thence proceeding along East Rodney French Boulevard to the 
point of beginning.  Notwithstanding the previous sentence, Lot 153 as shown on City of 
New Bedford Assessor’s Map 16 is excluded from the MDRMOD.  The MDRMOD is hereby 
designated on the City of New Bedford Zoning Map, as may be subsequently amended, on 
file in the Office of the City Clerk.   

 
 4430A. Definitions.  Within this Section 4400A, the following terms shall 

 have the following meanings: 
4431A.   Applicant:  The person or persons, including a corporation or other legal 

entity, who applies for issuance of a special permit hereunder. The 
Applicant must own, or be the beneficial owner of, all the land included 
in the proposed site, or have authority from the owner(s) to act for 
him/her/it/them or hold an option or contract duly executed by the 
owner(s) and the Applicant giving the latter the right to acquire the land 
to be included in the site.  

 
4432A.   Dwelling Unit: A functioning room or group of rooms capable of being used 

as a residence (including studio units). Each residence shall contain a 
living area, bathroom and, except in studio units, one or more 
bedrooms, and may contain a kitchen area or combination kitchen/living 
area.  

 
4433A.   Proposed Project: The project proposed by the Applicant for which a 

special permit hereunder is being sought. 
 
4434A     Proposed Project Site:  The parcel of land, with buildings thereon on    

which the Proposed Project is located. 
 

  4435A.   Regulations: The rules and regulations of the Planning Board.  
 
  4436A.   Upper level floors: Any floor of a building that is located above the street 

level floor.  In the event that a portion of two floors of the same building 
are level to a street or streets, neither of said two floors shall be 
considered upper level floors.  Notwithstanding the previous sentence, in 
the event the Planning Board determines that the majority or an equal 
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amount of street access is provided through the lower of the two floors 
level to a street or streets, the higher of the two floors level to a street or 
streets may be deemed an upper level floor.  

 
   4440A. Front Yard.   

 
4441A.   No story or part of any building except projecting eaves or uncovered steps 

shall be erected nearer to the street line of any street on which it fronts than the average 
alignment of the corresponding stories or parts of existing buildings within two hundred (200) feet 
on each side of the lot containing the Proposed Project and within the same block and district.  
Where there is a building on one or both of the adjoining lots, the front yard for a building shall 
have a depth equal to the average of the front yard depths of the two (2) adjoining lots.  A lot 
without a building shall be counted as having a front yard of the depth required by this ordinance.  
If there are no existing buildings on the same side of the street, the average setback alignment of 
corresponding stories within two hundred (200) feet on each side of and directly opposite the lot 
shall govern.   
 

4442A.   Notwithstanding the previous paragraph, no building constructed within the 
MDRMOD shall have a front yard that exceeds ten (10) feet.  

 
4443A.    Where the alignment of a building is not controlled by subsection 4441A., 

between every building and the line of the street upon which it fronts there shall be a front yard 
of a clear depth of not more than ten (10) feet. 
 
 4444A.   No off-street parking shall be located within the front yard.   
  

4450A. Special Permit.  Pursuant to the requirements of this section 4400A, the following 
may be permitted upon the issuance of a special permit by the Zoning Board of Appeals:  

  
4451A.   Residential Dwelling Units on the upper level floors of pre-existing structures.  
 

4451B. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 4451A hereof Residential   
Dwelling Units may be permitted, in addition to those permitted pursuant 
to Section 4451A, hereof, on floors other than upper level floors as defined 
in Section 4435A, hereof upon: 

 
i. a written determination of the Zoning Board of Appeals specifically  

finding that it will be economically unfeasible for the Applicant  to 
successfully complete the proposed project if he is not allowed to 
develop residential units on floors other than the upper level floors; 
said finding to be made upon consideration and review of appropriate 
information by the Applicant supporting his claim of economic 
unfeasibility; and  
 

either 
 
ii. written agreement of the Applicant, in a form acceptable to the 

Zoning Board of Appeals, to develop in another location on the 
Proposed Project Site,  commercial and/or industrial space greater 
than or equal to 50% of the usable floor space of the non-upper level 
floor for which he seeks permission to develop residential dwelling 
units; or 

 
iii. written agreement of the Applicant, in a form acceptable to the 

Zoning Board of Appeals, to develop in another location within the 
City of New Bedford that is approved by the Planning Board of the 
City of New Bedford,  commercial and/or industrial space greater 
than or equal to 75% of the usable floor space of the non-upper level 
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floor for which he seeks permission to develop residential dwelling 
units. 

 
4452A.  Reductions in setbacks, density, green space and parking requirements to 

allow for the development of Dwelling Units on the upper level floors of 
pre-existing structures. 

 
  4453A.  Reductions in parking requirements for commercial use of pre-existing or 

new structures.    
 

4460A. Special Permit Application.  An application for a special permit shall be submitted 
to the Zoning Board of Appeals on forms therefrom furnished.  Applicants are encouraged 
to rehabilitate existing structures and to permit reuses which are compatible with the 
character of the neighborhood and which take into consideration the interests of abutters, 
neighbors and the public, especially where the site abuts a residential area or the 
building(s) merit preservation.  

 
 In addition, the Applicant shall submit: 
 

 4461A.   The following plans: 
 

4461A(i).   A copy of the site plan approved by the Planning Board, if 
required pursuant to Section 5400 et al. Notwithstanding the 
previous sentence, the Applicant may choose to seek site plan 
approval from the Planning Board at the same time the Zoning 
Board of Appeals is considering his application for a Special 
Permit, hereunder in which case he shall submit a statement 
indicating that he has filed an application for Site Plan Approval 
with the Planning Board. Upon receipt of said statement, 
signed under the penalties of perjury, on a form proscribed by 
the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall 
deem this requirement fulfilled and shall include a condition in 
any approval that said approval is contingent upon the 
approval of  said site plan by the Planning Board;  

 
4461A(ii).    A plan illustrating location and layout of buildings, including 

layouts of any Dwelling Units.  Additional drawings may be 
subsequently required by the Planning Board; 

  
  4461A(iii).  The following narrative reports or data: 

 
(1) A proposed development schedule showing the beginning 
of construction, the rate of construction and development, 
including stages, if applicable, and the estimated cost of 
construction and date of completion; 

    
(2) Information pertaining to any organization which the 
Applicant proposes to form where the development is to be a 
condominium development, including forms and plans to be 
used to organize and manage the same, for approval as to 
form by the City Solicitor; 

  
(3) Copies of all proposed covenants, easements, and other 
restrictions which the Applicant proposes to grant to the City, 
the Conservation Commission, utility companies, any 
condominium organization and the owners thereof, including 
plans of land to which they are intended to apply, for approval 
as to form by the City Solicitor; 
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(4) Any and all other information that the Zoning Board may 
reasonably require in a form acceptable to it to assist in 
determining whether the Applicant's proposed development 
plan meets the objectives of this Section. 

 
(5) New Bedford Historic Commission approval, if applicable. 

   
4470A.  Action by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  The Board may grant a special permit 
where it makes the following findings: 

 
  4471A. The Proposed Project complies with the requirements of this section; 
 

4472A. The Proposed Project does not cause substantial detriment to the 
neighborhood after considering the following potential consequences: 

 
    4472A(i).   noise, during the construction and operational phases; 
 
    4472A(ii).   pedestrian and vehicular traffic; 
 
     4472A(iii). environmental harm; 
 

 4472A(iv). visual impact caused by the character and scale of the 
proposed structure(s). 

 
 4472A(v).  where relief to parking requirement has been sought, applicant 

has demonstrated that reasonable efforts have been made to 
comply with parking requirements. 

 
 4472A(vi). For conversions of existing structures, the Zoning Board of 

Appeals must find that the Proposed Project protects the City's 
heritage by minimizing removal or disruption of historic, 
traditional or significant uses, structures or architectural 
elements, whether these exist on the site or on adjacent 
properties. If the building is a municipally owned building, the 
proposed uses and structures are consistent with any 
conditions imposed by the Planning Board on the sale, lease, or 
transfer of the site.  (Ord. of 1-27-06, § 1)   

 
SECTION 4500A. SOULE MILL OVERLAY DISTRICT (SMOD) 

 
4510A. Purpose.  The purpose of the SMOD is to provide adequate minimum standards 
and procedures for the construction of new housing facilities and rehabilitation of existing 
structures for mixed uses so as to promote economic and cultural development 
contributing to the emerging creative economy of New Bedford. 
  
4520A. Location.  The SMOD is hereby established, as an Overlay District comprised of the 
one-block area bounded by Nash Road to the south, Edison Street to the west, Belleville 
Road to the north, and Brook Street to the east. The SMOD is hereby designated on the 
City of New Bedford Zoning Map, as may be subsequently amended, on file in the Office of 
the City Clerk. 
  
4530A. Definitions.  Within this Section 4500A, the following terms shall have the following 
meanings: 
  

4531A. Applicant: The person or persons, including a corporation or             other 
legal entity, which applies for issuance of a Special Permit hereunder. The Applicant 
must own, or be the beneficial owner of, or have the authority from the owner(s) to 
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act for him/her/it/them or hold an option or contract duly executed by the owner(s) 
and the Applicant giving the latter the right to acquire the land to be included in the 
site. 
  
4532A.  Creative Economy:  Those industries that have their origin in individual 
creativity, skill and talent which have a potential for wealth and job creation 
through the generation and exploitation of intellectual property. 
  
4533A.  Dwelling Unit:  A functioning room or group of rooms capable of being used 
as residence (including studio units).  Each residence shall contain a living area, 
bathroom and, except in studio units, one or more bedrooms, and may contain a 
kitchen area or combination kitchen/living area. 
  
4534A. Proposed Project:  The project proposed by the Applicant for which a 
Special Permit hereunder is being sought. 
  
4535A.  Proposed Project Site:  The parcel of land, with buildings thereon on, which 
the Proposed Project is located. 
  
4536A.  Regulations:  The rules and regulations of the Planning Board. 
  
4537A.  Upper Level Floors:  Any floor of a building that is located above the street 
level floor. Notwithstanding the above, any building with a single level, that level 
will be considered an upper level. 
  

4540A.  Front Yard Requirements.   
  

 4541A.  No story or part of any building except projecting eaves or uncovered steps shall 
be erected nearer to the street line of any street on which it fronts than the average 
alignment of the corresponding stories or parts of existing buildings within two hundred 
(200) feet on each side of the lot containing the Proposed Project and within the same 
block and district.  Where there is a building on one or both of the adjoining lots, the front 
yard of a building shall have a depth equal to the average of the front yard depths of the 
two (2) adjoining lots.  A lot without a building shall be counted as having a front yard of 
the depth required by this Ordinance.  If there are no existing buildings on the same side 
of the street, the average setback alignment of corresponding stories within two hundred 
(200) feet on each side of and directly opposite the lot shall govern. 

  
4542A. Notwithstanding the previous paragraph, no building constructed within the 
SMOD shall have a front yard that exceeds ten (10) feet. 

  
4543A. Where the alignment of a building is not controlled by Subsection 4541A, 
between every building and the line of the street upon which it fronts there shall be 
a front yard of a clear depth of not more than ten (10) feet. 
  
4544A.  No off-street parking shall be located within the front yard. 

  
4550A.  Special Permit.  Pursuant to the requirements of this Section 4500A, the following 
may be permitted upon the issuance of a Special Permit by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  
  

4551A.   Residential dwelling units on all floors of pre-existing structures. 
  

4552A. Reductions in setbacks, density, green space and parking requirements to 
allow for the development of dwelling units in pre-existing structures. 

  
4553A.  Reductions in parking requirements for commercial use of pre-existing 
structures or the construction of new structures. 
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4560A.  Special Permit Application.  An application for a Special Permit shall be submitted 
to the Zoning Board of Appeals on forms there from furnished.  Applicants area 
encouraged to rehabilitate existing structures and to permit reuses which are compatible 
with the character of the neighborhood and which takes into consideration the interests of 
abutters, neighbors and the public, especially where the site abuts a residential area or the 
building(s) merit preservation. 
 

  
              In addition, the Applicant shall submit: 
  
  4561A.  The following plans: 
   

4561A(i) A copy of the site plan approved by the Planning Board, if required 
pursuant to Section 5400 et al. Notwithstanding the previous sentence, 
the Applicant may choose to seek site plan approval from the Planning 
Board at the same time the Zoning Board of Appeals is considering his 
application for a Special Permit, hereunder in which case he shall 
submit a statement indicating that he has filed an application for Site 
Plan Approval with the Planning Board.  Upon receipt of said 
statement, signed under the penalties of perjury, on a form proscribed 
by the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall 
deem this requirement fulfilled and shall include a condition in any 
approval that said approval is contingent upon the approval of said site 
plan by the Planning Board.  

  
4561A(ii) A plan illustrating location and layout of buildings, including layouts 

of any Dwelling Units. Additional drawings may be subsequently 
required by the Planning Board; 

  
4561A(iii) The following narrative reports or data: 

  
(1) A proposed development schedule showing the beginning of 
construction, the rate of construction and development, including 
stages, if applicable, and the estimated cost of construction and date 
of completion;  

  
(2) Information pertaining to any organization which the Applicant 
proposes to form where the development is to be a condominium 
development, including forms and plans to be used to organize and 
manage the same, for approval as to form by the City Solicitor; 

  
(3) Copies of all proposed covenants, easements, and other 
restrictions which the Applicant proposes to grant to the City, the 
Conservation Commission, utility companies, any condominium 
organization and the owners thereof, including plans of land to which 
they are to apply, for approval as to form by the City Solicitor; 
 
(4) Any and all other information that the Zoning Board may 
reasonably require in a form acceptable to it to assist in determining 
whether the Applicant’s proposed development plan meets the 
objectives of this Section. 

  
(5) New Bedford Historic Commission approval, if applicable.  

  
4570A.  Action by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  The Board may grant a Special Permit 
where it makes the following findings: 

  
4571A. The Proposed Project complies with the requirements of this Section; 
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4572A. The Proposed Project does not cause substantial detriment to the 
neighborhood after considering the following potential consequences: 

  
4572A(i) noise, during the construction and operational phases; 

    
     4572A(ii) pedestrian and vehicular traffic;   
  
    4572A(iii) environmental harm;   
  

4572A(iv) visual impact caused by the character and scale of the 
proposed structure(s).   

  
4572A(v) where relief to parking requirement has been sought, 
applicant has demonstrated that reasonable efforts have been made 
to comply with parking requirements. 

  
4572A(vi) For conversions of existing structures, the Zoning Board of 
Appeals must find that the Proposed Project protects the City’s 
heritage by minimizing removal or disruption of historic, traditional or 
significant uses, structures or architectural elements, whether these 
exist on the site or on adjacent properties.  If the building is a 
municipally-owned building, the proposed uses and structures are 
consistent with any condition imposed by the Planning Board on the 
sale, lease, or transfer of the site.  (Ord. of 01/27/05 Subsection 1; 
Ord. of 09-11-07, § 1) 

 
 
SECTION 5000.  ADMINISTRATION AND PROCEDURES. 
 
5100.  ADMINISTRATION. 
 
5110.  Permits.  This ordinance shall be administered by the Inspector of Buildings.  Pursuant to 
the State Building Code, the Inspector of Buildings may require such plans and specifications as 
may be necessary to determine compliance with all pertinent laws of the Commonwealth and may 
request advisory reviews by other municipal boards and officials.  Buildings, structures or signs 
may not be erected, substantially altered, moved, or changed in use and land may not be 
substantially altered or changed with regard to size or shape or principal use except in compliance 
with then-applicable zoning, and after all necessary permits have been received under federal, 
state, or local law.  Issuance of a Building Permit or Certificate of Use and Occupancy, where 
required under the Commonwealth's State Building Code, may serve as such certification. (Ord. of 
12-23-03, § 1) 
 
5120.  Enforcement. The Inspector of Buildings shall institute and take any and all such action 
as may be necessary to enforce full compliance with any and all of the provisions of this 
ordinance and of permits, special permits, variances, and site plan approval issued thereunder. 
(Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)   
 
5130.  Penalties.  The penalty for violation of any provision of this ordinance, of any of the 
conditions under which a permit is issued, or of any decision rendered by the Board of Appeals, 
any special permit granting authority, or the Planning Board acting as site plan approval board 
shall be three hundred dollars ($300.00) for each offense.  Each day that each violation continues 
shall constitute a separate offense. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 
 
5200.  ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS. 
 
5210.  Establishment.  The Zoning Board of Appeals (sometimes referred to as the Board of 
Appeals herein) shall consist of five (5) persons who shall be appointed by the mayor and 
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confirmed by the City Council.  One (1) member shall be appointed annually in the month of 
January to serve for a term of five (5) years or until a successor is duly appointed, confirmed and 
qualified.  Vacancies shall be filled in the manner as provided for original appointments.  All 
members of the Board shall be residents of the city.  Each member shall be paid at the rate of 
twenty dollars ($20.00) per meeting attended, but in no event shall any member receive in 
excess of five hundred dollars ($500.00) in any fiscal year.   
 

5211.  In case of a vacancy, inability to act, or interest on the part of a member of the 
Board of Appeals, such member's place shall be taken by an associate member designated 
by the presiding member of the Board. There shall be five (5) associate members of the 
Board of Appeals, who shall be appointed by the mayor and confirmed by the City Council.  
Annually in the month of January, one (1) member shall be appointed for a term of five 
(5) years.  Vacancies shall be filled in the manner as provided for original appointments.  
All associate members of the Board of Appeals shall be residents of the city.  Each 
associate member shall be paid at the rate of twenty dollars ($20.00) per meeting 
attended, as a member replacing an absent member, and only when acting in that 
capacity according to the first sentence of this subsection; but in no event shall any 
associate member receive in excess of five hundred dollars ($500.00) in any fiscal year. 
(Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 

 
5220.  Powers.  The Board of Appeals shall have and exercise all the powers granted to it by G.L. 
c. 40A, c. 40B, and c. 41 and by this ordinance.  The Board's powers are as follows: 
   

5221.  To hear and decide applications for special permits.  Where specified herein, the 
Board of Appeals shall serve as the special permit granting authority, to act in all matters 
in accordance with the provisions of Section 5300, or as otherwise specified. 

 
5222.  To hear and decide appeals or petitions for variances from the terms of this 
ordinance, with respect to particular land or structures, as set forth in G.L. c. 40A, s. 10.  
The Board of Appeals may not grant use variances. 

 
5223.  To hear and decide appeals taken by any person aggrieved by reason of his inability 
to obtain a permit or enforcement action from any administrative officer under the 
provisions of G.L. c. 40A, ss. 7, 8 and 15. 

 
5224.  To hear and decide comprehensive permits for construction of low or moderate 
income housing by a public agency or limited dividend or nonprofit corporation, as set 
forth in G.L. c. 40B, ss. 20-23. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 

 
5230.  Regulations.  The Board of Appeals may adopt rules and regulations for the 
administration of its powers. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 
 
5240.  Fees.  The Board of Appeals may adopt reasonable administrative fees and technical 
review fees for petitions for variances, administrative appeals, and applications for comprehensive 
permits. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 
   
5300.  SPECIAL PERMITS. 
 
5310.  Special Permit Granting Authority.  The Zoning Board of Appeals, the Planning Board 
or the City Council shall act as the Special Permit Granting Authority under this Chapter as 
specifically designated in a particular Section or in accordance with the Specific Designations in 
the Table of Principal Use Regulations under Appendix A of this Chapter. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1; 
Ord. of 12-8-05, § 1) 
 
5320.  Criteria.  Special permits shall be granted by the special permit granting authority, unless 
otherwise specified herein, only upon its written determination that the benefit to the city and the 
neighborhood outweigh the adverse effects of the proposed use, taking into account the 
characteristics of the site and of the proposal in relation to that site.  In addition to any specific 
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factors that may be set forth in this ordinance, the determination shall include consideration of 
each of the following: 
 

5321.  Social, economic, or community needs which are served by the proposal; 
 

5322.  Traffic flow and safety, including parking and loading; 
 

5323.  Adequacy of utilities and other public services; 
 

5324.  Neighborhood character and social structures; 
 

5325.  Impacts on the natural environment; and 
 

5326. Potential fiscal impact, including impact on city services, tax base, and employment. 
(Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 

 
5330.  Procedures.  Applications for special permits shall be filed in accordance with the rules 
and regulations of the various special permit granting authorities, as may be applicable. (Ord. of 
12-23-03, § 1) 
 
5340.  Plans.  An applicant for a special permit shall submit a plan in substantial conformance 
with the requirements of Section 5400, herein. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 
 
5350.  Development Impact Statement (DIS).  At the discretion of the special permit granting 
authority, the submittal of a development impact statement (DIS) may be required.  The DIS 
shall be prepared by an interdisciplinary team including a Registered Landscape Architect or 
Architect, a Registered Professional or Civil Engineer, and a Registered Surveyor.  
 
 5351.   Physical Environment.   
 

(a) Describe the general physical conditions of the site, including amounts and 
varieties of vegetation, general topography, unusual geologic, archeological, scenic 
and historical features or structures, location of significant viewpoints, stone walls, 
trees over 16 inches in diameter, trails and open space links, and indigenous 
wildlife. 

 
   (b) Describe how the project will affect these conditions, providing a complete 

physical description of the project and its relationship to the immediate surrounding 
area. 

 
 5352.   Surface Water and Subsurface Conditions. 
 
  (a)  Describe location, extent, and type of existing  water and wetlands, 

including existing surface drainage characteristics, both within and adjacent to the 
site. 

 
(b)  Describe any proposed alterations of shore lines, marshes, or seasonal wet 
areas. 

 
(c)  Describe any limitations imposed on the project by the site's soil and water 
conditions. 

 
(d)  Describe the impact  upon  ground and surface water quality and recharge, 
including estimated phosphate and nitrate loading on groundwater and surface 
water from septic tanks, lawn fertilizer, and other activities within the site.    

   
 5353.   Circulation Systems. 
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Project the number of motor vehicles to enter depart the site per average day and 
peak hour.  Also state the number of motor vehicles to use streets adjacent to the 
site per average day and peak hour.  Such data shall be sufficient to enable the 
special permit granting authority to evaluate (i) existing traffic on streets adjacent 
to or approaching the site, (ii) traffic generated or resulting from the site, and (iii) 
the impact of such additional traffic on all ways within and providing access to the 
site.  Actual study results, a description of the study methodology, and the name, 
address, and telephone number of the person responsible for implementing the 
study, shall be attached to the DIS.   
 

 5354.   Support Systems. 
 

(a)  Water Distribution: Discuss the types of wells or water system proposed for the 
site, means of providing water for fire-fighting, and any problems unique to the 
site. 

 
(b)  Sewage Disposal:  Discuss the type of on-site or sewer system to be used, 
suitability of soils, procedures and results of percolation tests, and evaluate impact 
of disposal methods on surface and groundwater. 

 
(c)  Refuse Disposal:  Discuss the location and type of facilities, the impact on 
existing city refuse disposal capacity, hazardous materials requiring special 
precautions. 

 
(d)  Fire Protection:  Discuss the type, location, and capacity of fuel storage 
facilities or other flammables,  distance to fire station, and adequacy of existing fire 
fighting equipment to confront potential fires on the proposed site. 

 
(e)  Recreation:  Discuss the distance to and type of public facilities to be used by 
residents of the proposed site, and the type of private recreation facilities to be 
provided on the site. 

 
(f)  Schools:  Project the increase to the student population for nursery, 
elementary, junior high school, and high school levels, also indicating present 
enrollment in the nearest public schools serving these categories of students.  

   
5355.  Phasing.  Where development of the site will be phased over more than one (1) 
year, indicate the following: 

 
  (a)  Describe the methods to be used during  construction to control erosion 

and sedimentation through use of sediment basins, mulching, matting, temporary 
vegetation, or covering of soil stockpiles. Describe the approximate size and 
location of portion of the parcel to be cleared at any given time and length of time 
of exposure. 

 
(b) Describe the phased construction, if any, of any required public improvements, 
and how such improvements are to be integrated into site development. (Ord. of 
12-23-03, § 1) 

 
5360.  Conditions.  Special permits may be granted with such reasonable conditions, safeguards, 
or limitations on time or use, including performance guarantees, as the special permit granting 
authority may deem necessary to serve the purposes of this ordinance. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 
 
5370.  Lapse.  Special permits shall lapse if a substantial use thereof or construction thereunder 
has not begun, except for good cause, within 12 months following the filing of the special permit 
approval (plus such time required to pursue or await the determination of an appeal referred to in 
G.L. c. 40A, s. 17, from the grant thereof) with the City Clerk. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 
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5380.  Regulations.  The special permit granting authority may adopt rules and regulations for 
the administration of this section. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 
 
5390.  Fees.  The special permit granting authority may adopt reasonable administrative fees and 
technical review fees for applications for special permits. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 
 
5400.   SITE PLAN REVIEW. 
 
5410. Purpose.  The purpose of this section is to provide for individual detailed review of 
development proposals which have an impact on the natural or built environment of the City in 
order to promote the health, safety and general welfare of the community; to ensure adequate 
parking, safe and accessible pedestrian and vehicular circulation; and to minimize traffic impact 
on city streets. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  
 
5420.  Applicability.   The following types of activities and uses require site plan review by the 
Planning Board: 
 

5421. Any new industrial or commercial construction or expansion over two thousand 
(2,000) gross square feet or any new industrial or commercial construction or expansion 
requiring more than five (5) additional parking spaces; 

 
5422. New multiple family residential construction of three (3) or more units or expansion 
of existing multi-family residential structures resulting in the creation of one or more 
additional units. 
 
5423. Any new construction or expansion of existing construction where a drive-thru 
window for any service including self-service is proposed; and any expansion of a 
structure presently containing a drive-thru. 

 
5424. Any residential subdivision which is submitted under the subdivision control 
process; 
 

 5425. New industrial or commercial construction or additions less than two thousand 
(2,000) square feet if requiring a new curb cut or driveway or if substantially affecting 
existing internal circulation. 
 
5426. Driveways in residential areas which require more than one new curb cut. 

 
 5427.  Commercial or industrial ground signs. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)   
 
5430.  Procedures.   Applicants for site plan approval shall submit seventeen (17) copies of the 
site plan to the Planning Board for distribution to City departments and commissions for their 
review.  The Planning Board shall review and act upon the site plan, with such conditions as may 
be deemed appropriate and notify the applicant of its decision.  In the event two meetings have 
lapsed after the application for site plan approval is filed, without the Planning Board taking action 
on said site plan said Applicant may file a statement with the Board that the Board has received 
complete information in accordance with this ordinance and has had adequate time to consider 
the Site Plan.  Upon receiving said statement, the Planning Board shall act on said Site Plan at its 
next meeting, if said Board determines that the Board has, in fact, received complete information 
in accordance with this ordinance. The decision of the Planning Board shall be a vote of a majority 
of the members of the Planning Board and shall be in writing.  No building permit, for activities 
requiring site plan approval, shall be issued by the Inspector of Buildings without the written 
approval of the site plan by the Planning Board.  
 

5431.  Application for Building Permit.  An application for a building permit to perform 
work as set forth in Section 5410 available as of right shall be accompanied by an 
approved site plan.   
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5432.  Application for Special Permit or Variance.  An application for a special permit or a 
variance to perform work as set forth in Section 5420 shall be accompanied by an 
approved site plan; in the alternative, any special permit or variance granted for work set 
forth in Section 5420 shall contain the following condition and cause the same to be 
written on such special permit or variance: 

 
The work described herein requires the approval of a site plan by the New Bedford 
Planning Board pursuant to Section 5400 of the Zoning Ordinance.  Any conditions 
imposed in such site plan approval shall also be conditions of this special 
permit/variance. 

 
5433.  Where the Planning Board approves a site plan "with conditions", and said 
approved site plan accompanies a special permit or variance application to the Board of 
Appeals, the conditions imposed by the Planning Board shall be incorporated into the 
issuance, if any, of a special permit or variance by the Board of Appeals.  

 
5434.  Where the Planning Board serves as the special permit granting authority for 
proposed work, it shall consolidate its site plan review and special permit procedures.   
 
5435.  The applicant may request, and the Planning Board may grant by majority vote of 
it’s membership, an extension of the time limits set forth herein.  

 
5436.  No deviation from an approved site plan shall be permitted without modification 
thereof. 

 
5437.  Site plan approval does not constitute a certification that the proposed plan 
conforms to applicable zoning regulations, wetland regulations and/or any other City, 
State or Federal requirements that must be obtained prior to implementation the of 
elements of the site plan. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 

 
5440.  Preparation of Plans.  Applicants are invited to submit a pre-application sketch of the 
proposed project to the Planning Department and are encouraged  to schedule a pre-submission 
meeting with the Planning Department.  Site Plans shall be submitted on 24-inch by 36-inch 
sheets.  Plans shall be prepared by a Registered Professional Engineer, Registered Land Surveyor, 
Architect, or Landscape Architect, as appropriate.  Dimensions and scales shall be adequate to 
determine that all requirements are met and to make a complete analysis and evaluation of the 
proposal.  All plans shall have a minimum scale of 1"=40'. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)   
 
5450.  Contents of Plan.  The contents of the site plan are as follows: 
 

5451.  Plan sheets prepared at a scale of one (1) inch equals forty (40) feet or such other 
scale as may be approved by the Planning Board.  The plans are as follows: 

 
5451.a.  Site layout, which shall contain the boundaries of the lot(s) in the 
proposed development, proposed structures, general circulation plan for vehicles 
and pedestrians, drive-thru windows, curb cut locations, parking, fences, walls, 
walks, outdoor lighting including proposed fixtures, loading facilities, solid waste 
storage locations, and areas for snow storage after plowing.  The first sheet in this 
plan shall be a locus plan, at a scale of one (1) inch equals one hundred (100) feet, 
showing the entire project and its relation to existing areas, buildings and roads for 
a distance of one thousand (1,000) feet from the project boundaries or such other 
distance as may be approved or required by the Planning Board. 

 
5451.b.  Topography and drainage plan, which shall contain the existing and 
proposed final topography at two-foot intervals and plans for handling storm water 
runoff drainage.   
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5451.c.  Utility plan, which shall include all facilities for refuse and sewerage 
disposal or storage of all  these wastes, the location of all hydrants, fire alarm and 
firefighting facilities on and adjacent to the site, all proposed recreational facilities 
and open space areas, and all wetlands including floodplain areas. 

 
5451.d.  Architectural plan, which shall include the ground floor plan, proposed 
exterior building materials, treatments and colors and architectural elevations of all 
proposed buildings and a color rendering where necessary to determine the 
proposal’s affect on the visual environment. 

 
5451.e. Landscaping plan, showing the limits of work, existing tree lines as well as 
those tree lines to remain, and all proposed landscape features and improvements 
including screening, planting areas with size and type of stock for each shrub or 
tree, and including proposed erosion control measures during construction. 
 
5451.f. Lighting plan showing the location and orientation of all existing and 
proposed exterior lighting, including building and ground lighting. The plan shall 
note the height, initial foot-candle readings on the ground and the types of fixtures 
to be used. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 

 
5452.  The site plan shall be accompanied by a written statement indicating the estimated 
time required to complete the proposed project and any and all phases thereof. There 
shall be submitted a written estimate, showing in detail the costs of all site improvements 
planned. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 

 
5453.  A written summary of the contemplated projects shall be submitted with the site 
plan indicating, where appropriate, the number of dwelling units to be built and the 
acreage in residential use, the evidence of compliance with parking and off-street loading 
requirements, the forms of ownership contemplated for the property and a summary of 
the provisions of any ownership or maintenance thereof, identification of all land that will 
become common or public land, and any other evidence necessary to indicate compliance 
with this ordinance. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 

 
5454.  The site plan shall be accompanied by drainage calculations by a registered    
professional engineer as well as wetland delineations, if applicable.  Storm drainage 
design must conform to City of New Bedford subdivision regulations. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 
1) 

 
5455.  The Planning Board may require a DIS as set forth in Section 5300, above. (Ord. 
of 12-23-03, § 1)   

 
5456.  Certification that the proposal is in compliance with the provisions, if applicable, of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act and the Massachusetts Architectural Barriers Board. 
(Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1) 

 
5460.  Waivers.  The Planning Board may, upon written request of the applicant, waive any of 
the submittal or technical requirements of Section 5430 and 5440 where the project involves 
relatively simple development plans. (Ord. of  12-23-03, § 1) 

 
5470.  Approval.  Site Plan approval shall be granted upon determination by the Planning Board 
that the plan meets the following objectives.  The Planning Board may impose reasonable 
conditions at the expense of the applicant, including performance guarantees, to promote these 
objectives.  Any new building construction or other site alteration shall provide adequate access 
to each structure for fire and service equipment and adequate provision for utilities and storm 
water drainage consistent with the functional requirements of the Planning Board’s Subdivision 
Rules and Regulations.  New building construction or other site alteration shall be designed in the 
Site Plan, after considering the qualities of the specific location, the proposed land use, the design 
of building form, grading, egress points, and other aspects of the development, so as to:  
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5471.  Minimize: the volume of cut and fill, the number of removed trees 6" caliper or 
larger, the length of removed stone walls, the area of wetland vegetation displaced, the 
extent of storm water flow increase from the site, soil erosion, and the threat of air and 
water pollution; 

 
  5472.  Maximize: pedestrian and vehicular safety to and from the site; 
 

5473.  Minimize obstruction of scenic views from publicly accessible locations; 
 

5474.  Minimize visual intrusion by controlling the layout and visibility of parking, storage, 
or other outdoor service areas viewed from public ways or premises which are 
residentially used or zoned; 

    
 5475.  Minimize glare from vehicle headlights and lighting fixtures; 

    
5476.  Minimize unreasonable departure from the character, materials, and scale of 
buildings in the vicinity, as viewed from public ways and places.   

 
5477.  Minimize contamination of groundwater from on-site waste-water disposal systems 
or operations on the premises involving the use, storage, handling, or containment of 
solid and liquid wastes and hazardous substances; 

 
5478.  Ensure compliance with the provisions of this Zoning Ordinance. 
 
5479.  Minimize damage to existing adjacent public ways. 
 
5479A. Promote orderly and reasonable internal circulation within the site so as to protect 
public safety and not unreasonably interfere with access to a public way or circulation of 
traffic on a public way in general.  (Ord. of  12-23-03, § 1) 

 
5480. Lapse.  Site plan approval shall lapse after one year from the final approval if a substantial 
use in accordance with such approved plans has not commenced except for good cause.  Such 
approval may, for good cause, be extended in writing by the Planning Board upon the written 
request of the applicant, within this one year period.  (Ord. of  12-23-03, § 1) 
 
5490.  Regulations.  The Planning Board may adopt and from time to time amend reasonable 
regulations for the administration of these Site Plan guidelines.  (Ord. of  12-23-03, § 1) 
 
5490A.  Fee.  The Planning Board may, from time to time, adopt reasonable administrative fees 
and technical review fees for site plan review. (Ord. of  12-23-03, § 1)  
 
5490B.  Appeal.  Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Planning Board rendered pursuant to 
section 5400 may appeal such decision to the Zoning Board of Appeals as provided in G.L. c. 40A 
section 8. (Ord. of  12-23-03, § 1)  
 
5500.  AMENDMENTS. 
 
This Ordinance may from time to time be changed by amendment, addition, or repeal by the City 
Council in the manner provided in G.L. c. 40A, s.5, and any amendments thereto.  (Ord. of  12-
23-03, § 1) 
 
5510. Amendment advertising.  Any advertisement for a hearing, the purpose of which is to 
serve as notice of a zoning amendment proposal under G.L. c. 40A, s. 5, that proposes to change 
25 parcels or fewer from one principal use district to another principal use district under section 
2100, shall include the plot and lot number and the street address of the parcel or parcels 
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whenever said plot and lot number and address is reasonably ascertainable.  (Ord. of 4-19-06, § 
1) 
5600.  APPLICABILITY. 
 
5610.  Other Laws.  Where the application of this Ordinance imposes greater restrictions than 
those imposed by any other regulations, permits, restrictions, easements, covenants, or 
agreements, the provisions of this Ordinance shall control.  (Ord. of  12-23-03, § 1) 
 
5620.  Conformance.  Construction or operations under a Building or Special Permit shall 
conform to any subsequent amendment of this Ordinance unless the use or construction is 
commenced within a period of six months after the issuance of the permit, and in cases involving 
construction, unless such construction is continued through to completion as continuously and 
expeditiously as is reasonable.  (Ord. of  12-23-03, § 1) 
 
5700. PLANNING MORATORIUM 
 
5710. Moratorium on used car sales permits.  To provide the licensing board with the 
opportunity to review criteria for granting licenses for used car sales, there is hereby imposed a 
moratorium on Class II used car sales permits, other than renewals, for a period of one year.  
During the term of this moratorium (unless earlier terminated by ordinance) the city will not 
accept any permit applications for Class II used car sales.  The moratorium imposed by this 
section shall be in effect for one year commencing on the date of passage. (Ord. of  12-23-03, § 1)  
 
5800 – 8999. RESERVED.  (Ord. of  12-23-03, § 1) 
 
9000.  SEPARABILITY.   
 
The invalidity of any section or provision of this ordinance shall not invalidate any other section or 
provision herein.  (Ord. of  12-23-03, § 1) 
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APPENDIX A 

TABLE OF PRINCIPAL USE REGULATIONS 
 
 

D    I    S    T    R    I    C    T    S 
 

PRINCIPAL USE RA RB RC RAA MUB PB IA IB IC WI 
A. RESIDENTIAL           

1. Single-family dwelling Y Y Y Y Y N N N N N 
2. Two-family dwelling N Y Y N Y N N N N N 
3. Multifamily dwelling  N N Y N Y N N N N N 
4.    Boarding House N N BA N BA N N N N N 
5. Group residence BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA 
6. Assisted or Independent Living Facility BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA 
7. Nursing or convalescent home BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA 
8. Trailer camp or park  N N N N N N N N N N 

      9.   Hoofed animals    N N N N N Y N N N N 
 10. Animals or head of poultry, not exceed to 

exceed one   animal or head of poultry per 
one thousand (1,000) square feet of the net 
area of the lot.  Net area shall be determined 
by subtracting the gross ground floor aea of 
all buildings and structures on the lots from 
the gross area of the lot plus any contiguous 
lots owned by the same party.   

   Y Y Y Y Y Y N N N N 

               
B. EXEMPT AND INSTITUTIONAL USES           

1. Use of land or structures for religious 
purposes  

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

2. Use of land or structures for educational 
purposes on land owned or leased by the 
commonwealth or any of its agencies, 
subdivisions or bodies politic or by a religious 
sect or denomination, or by a nonprofit 
educational corporation 

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

3. Child care facility (in existing building) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
4. Child care facility (not in existing building) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
5. Use of land for the primary purpose of Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
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PRINCIPAL USE RA RB RC RAA MUB PB IA IB IC WI 
agriculture, horticulture, floriculture, or 
viticulture on a parcel of more than five acres 
in area  

6. Facilities for the sale of produce, and wine and 
dairy products, provided that during the 
months of June, July, August, and September 
of every year, or during the harvest season 
of the primary crop, the majority of such 
products for sale, based on either gross sales 
dollars or volume, have been produced by 
the owner of the land containing more than 
five acres in area on which the facility is 
located  

 

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

7. Municipal facilities  Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
8. Essential services BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA 
9. Cemeteries Y Y Y Y Y N N N N N 
10. Hospital Y Y Y Y Y N N N N N 

                 
           
C. COMMERCIAL           

1. Nonexempt agricultural use BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA 
2. Nonexempt educational use N N N N Y Y BA BA BA BA 
3. Animal clinic or hospital; with ancillary 

animal boarding 
N N N N SP N BA BA BA N 

4. Adult day care BA BA BA BA BA N N N N N 
5. Family day care BA BA BA BA BA N N N N N 
6. Large family day care BA BA BA BA BA N N N N N 
7. club or lodge, nonprofit CC CC CC CC CC N N N N N 
8. Funeral home BA BA BA BA BA BA N N N N 
9. Adult entertainment establishment N N N N CC CC CC CC CC CC 
10. Bed & Breakfast BA BA BA BA BA N N N N N 
11. Motel, hotel or inn N N N N Y Y Y Y Y Y 
12. Retail stores and services not elsewhere set 

forth  
N N N N Y Y Y Y Y Y 

13. Motor vehicle sales and rental N N N N CC CC CC CC N N 
14. Motor vehicle general repairs N N N N CC CC N CC N Y 
15. Motor Vehicle body repairs N N N N N N N CC N N 
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PRINCIPAL USE RA RB RC RAA MUB PB IA IB IC WI 
16. Motor vehicle light service N N N N CC CC CC CC N CC 
17. Restaurant N N N N Y Y Y N SP Y 
18. Restaurant, fast-food  N N N N BA BA BA N N BA 
19. Business or professional office N N N N Y Y Y N Y Y 
20. Medical offices, center, or clinic N N N N BA BA BA N BA BA 
21. Bank, financial agency N N N N Y Y Y N Y Y 
22. Indoor commercial recreation N N N N Y Y Y N N Y 
23. Outdoor commercial recreation N N N N BA BA BA N BA BA 
24. Wireless Communications Facilities  PB PB PB PB PB PB PB PB PB PB 
25.   Theatres and auditoriums N N N N PB PB N N N N 
26.   Convention Centers M M M M PB PB PB PB PB N 

           
           
D. INDUSTRIAL            

1. Earth removal  N N N N N N N N N N 
2. Manufacturing N N N N N N Y Y Y Y 
3. Light manufacturing N N N N N N Y Y Y Y 
4. Research, development or testing 

laboratories and facilities 
N N N N Y Y Y Y Y Y 

5. Fish processing N N N N N N N N N Y 
6. Wholesale, warehouse, self-storage mini-

warehouse, or distribution facility 
N N N N N N Y Y Y Y 

7. Transportation terminal N N N N N N Y Y Y Y 
8. Water freight terminal N N N N N N N N N Y 
9. Businesses engaged in the sale, distribution 

or storage of grain, petroleum products, 
building materials and industrial machinery 
provided that such businesses shall be 
primarily reliant upon a waterfront location or 
shall be in direct support of an industrial use 
which requires a waterfront location 

N N N N N N N N N Y 

10. Businesses engaged in the sale, distribution 
or storage of grain, petroleum products, 
building materials and industrial machinery 

N N N N N N N CC N N 

11. Businesses engaged in salvaging, dismantling 
and reprocessing of scrap and waste 
materials including building materials, motor 
vehicles, machinery and equipment, paper, 

N N N N N N N N N Y 
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PRINCIPAL USE RA RB RC RAA MUB PB IA IB IC WI 
rags or any other discarded material, 
provided that such business shall be 
primarily reliant upon a waterfront location 

12. Junkyard or automobile graveyard N N N N N N N N N N 
13. Contractor's yard  N N N N Y Y Y Y N N 
14. Low-level radioactive or nuclear waste facility N N N N N N N N N N 
15. Tire recycling & re-treading N N N N N N N N N N 
16. Batch asphalt & concrete plants N N N N N N N CC N N 

(Ord. of  12-23-03, § 1; Ord. of 12-8-05, §§ 2-4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX B 
i) TABLE OF DIMENSIONAL REGULATIONS 

 
 

Section 2.02 D    I    S    T    R    I    C    T    S 
 

REQUIREMENT RA RB RC RAA MUB PB IA IB IC WI 
Minimum Lot Size 
(sq. ft.) 

8,000  8,000 for 
uses 
allowed in 
RA;  
10,000 for 
two family 
units  

8,000 for 
uses allowed 
in RA;  
10,000 for 
two family 
units; 
15,000 for 3 
or more 
family units  

16,000  8,000 for 
uses allowed 
in residence 
A; 10,000 for 
two family 
units; 15,000 
for 3 or more 
family units 

0 0 0 0 0 
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REQUIREMENT RA RB RC RAA MUB PB IA IB IC WI 
Density of Dwelling 
Units per Lot 

1 per 
10,000 
sq.ft. 

1 per  
10,0000 sq. 
ft. for single 
family; 1 
per 5,000 
sq. feet for 
two family 

1 per 
10,0000 sq. 
ft. for single 
family; 1 per 
5,000 sq. 
feet for two 
family; 1 per 
1,000 sq. 
feet for 
three or 
more family 

1 per 
16,000 sq. 
ft. 

1 per 
10,0000 sq. 
ft. for single 
family; 1 per 
5,000 sq. 
feet for two 
family; 1 per 
1,000 sq. 
feet for three 
or more 
family 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Lot Frontage (ft.) 75  75 for uses 
allowed in 
RA; 
100 for two 
family 

75 for uses 
allowed in 
RA; 
100 for two 
family; 150 
for 3 or 
more family 

150 75 for uses 
allowed in 
RA; 100 for 
two family; 
150 for 3 or 
more family; 
0 for other 
allowed uses 

0 0 0 0 0 

Height of Buildings (ft.) 45 ft.; 
60 for 
religious, 
educational, 
or 
institutional 
buildings 

45; 
60 for 
religious, 
educational, 
or 
institutional 
buildings 

60 35; 
60 for 
religious, 
educational, 
or 
institutional 
buildings 

45 for single 
or two 
family;  
60 for three 
family, 1001 

for other 
allowed uses 

25  100
1
  100

1
  100

1
  100

1
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REQUIREMENT RA RB RC RAA MUB PB IA IB IC WI 
Height of Buildings (# 
stories) 

2.5 
3 for 
religious, 
educational, 
or 
institutional 
buildings 

2.5; 3 for 
religious, 
educational, 
or 
institutional 
buildings 

4 2.5 
3 for 
religious, 
educational, 
or 
institutional 
buildings 

2.5 for uses 
allowed in 
residence A 
or B; 4 for 
three or 
more family; 
7 for other 
allowed uses 

2 7 7 7 7 

Front Yard (ft.) 202 202 202 402 20 for uses 
allowed in 
residential 

district
1
; 0 

for other 
allowed uses 

25 25 25 25 
 

10 

Side Yard (ft.) 8 on one 
side; 
12 on the 
other 

8 on one 
side; 
12 on the 
other 

8 on one 
side; 
12 on the 
other 

16 on one 
side; 
24 on the 
other 

8 on one 
side, 12 on 
the other for 
uses allowed 
in residential 
district; for 
other uses, 8 
on any side 
where 
adjacent lot 
is in a 
residential 
district or 
used for 
residential 
purposes 

25 25 25 25 10 
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REQUIREMENT RA RB RC RAA MUB PB IA IB IC WI 
Rear Yard (ft.) 30 30 30 30 30 for uses 

allowed in  
residential 
district; for 
other uses, 
10 for 1-2 
story 
buildings; 20 
feet for 3 or 
more stories 

25 25 25 25 10 for 1-
2 story 
buildings; 
20 feet 
for 3 or 
more 
stories 
 

Lot Coverage by 
Buildings (%) 

30; 
40 on 
corner lots 

30; 
40 on 
corner lots 

30; 
40 on corner 
lots 

30; 
40 on 
corner lots 

30; 
40 on corner 
lots for uses 
allowed in 
residential 
district;  0 
for other 
uses  

50 50 50 50 50 

Article III. Green 
Space 

35% 35% 35% 35% 35% for uses 
allowed in  
residential 
districts; 0 
for other 
uses 

20% 20% 20% 20% 20% 

(Ord. of  12-23-03, § 1) 
 

APPENDIX C 
TABLE OF PARKING AND LOADING REQUIREMENTS 

 
 
USE PARKING REQUIREMENTS LOADING REQUIREMENTS 
One-family dwelling 
Two-family dwelling 
Multi-family (3) or more per structure 

Two (2) spaces per dwelling unit 
Two (2) spaces per dwelling unit 

Article IV. Two (2) spaces per 
dwelling unit 

One (1) loading space for each 
multi-family dwelling containing 
more than ten (10) dwelling units, 
or more than twenty (20) 
housekeeping units 

Hotel, motel, bed and breakfast, 
rooming or boarding or lodging house, 

One (1) space per each employee per shift, 
who does not reside on the premises; one (1) 

One (1) loading space for each 
building containing more than 20 
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USE PARKING REQUIREMENTS LOADING REQUIREMENTS 
tourist home, dormitories, or other non-
family residence accommodations, 
excluding group homes 

space per guest room, dwelling parking 
requirements, if applicable 

guest rooms 

Offices: General, professional, business, 
banks, medical clinics and laboratories, 
radio and television stations; office of 
non-profit educational, cultural, or 
charitable organizations 

One (1) space per each 200 sq. ft. of gross 
floor area but not less than two (2) spaces for 
each business unit intended to occupy the 
premises.  After 10,000 sq. ft. of gross floor 
area, one space for every 1,000 sq. ft. of 
gross floor area  

One (1) loading space for each 
building containing 10,000 sq. Ft. 
or more of gross floor area.  Two 
(2) loading spaces for 100,000 sq. 
Ft. or more of gross floor area 

Fast-food drive-in, carry-out 
restaurants 

One (1) space per each employee per shift for 
a minimum of five (5) spaces plus one (1) 
space per 100 sq. ft. of gross floor area with 
a minimum of twenty (20) spaces 

One (1) loading space for each 
building 
 
 
 

Businesses engaged in retail sale of 
goods and services, not elsewhere 
enumerated herein 

One (1) space per each 200 sq. ft. of gross 
floor area, but not less than two (2) spaces 
for each business use intended to occupy the 
premises.  After 20,000 sq. ft. gross floor 
area, one space per 400 sq. ft. 

One loading space for each building 
containing more than 5,000 and 
less than 10,000 sq. ft. of gross 
floor area.  Thereafter, one (1) 
additional loading space shall be 
required for each additional 25,000 
sq. ft. of gross floor area 

Businesses engaged in retail sale, 
rental, repair, servicing, storage and 
distribution of motor vehicles, trailers, 
campers, boats, furniture or building 
materials 
 
 
 

One (1) space per each 400 sq. ft. of gross 
floor area, but not less than two (2) spaces 
for each business use intended to occupy the 
premises 

 

Hospital, convalescent homes, nursing 
homes, rest homes or homes for the 
aged 

One (1) space per three (3) beds, three (3) 
space Drop-Off Zone. 

One (1) loading space for each 
building containing 10,000 sq. ft. 
or more of gross floor area.  Two 
(2) loading spaces for buildings 
containing 100,000 sq. ft. or more 
of gross floor area 

Places of assembly, including theaters, 
veterans, fraternal, social and 
recreational clubs and organizations not 
operated for a profit; facilities primarily 

One (1) space per five (5) seats for which the 
building is designed or one (1) spaces for 
each 200 sq. ft. of gross floor area whichever 
results in the greatest number 
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USE PARKING REQUIREMENTS LOADING REQUIREMENTS 
for the education and instruction of 
persons 16 yrs. of age and older; taxi, 
bus & railroad passenger terminals; 
auditoriums, theaters, bowling alleys 
and dance halls; sports facilities; places 
of worship; funeral homes 
Businesses engaged in the 
manufacturing, processing, assembly, 
fabrication of products, including 
research and testing laboratories and 
facilities 

One (1) space per each 500 sq. ft. of gross 
floor area plus one (1) space for each vehicle 
used in conducting the business 

Two (2) loading spaces for each 
building containing 10,000 sq. Ft of 
gross floor area.  Thereafter, one 
(1) additional loading space shall 
be required for each additional 
25,000 sq. Ft. of gross floor area or 
for each fifteen (15) feet of dock, 
platform or opening in the building 
where the loading or unloading of 
commodities is intended to occur, 
whichever is the greatest 

Businesses engaged in the warehousing 
and distribution of goods & materials 
including building & construction 
contractors, equipment & supplies on 
premises, motor freight terminal, 
facilities for storing & servicing of motor 
vehicles used in conducting a business 
or public transportation, industrial 
machinery & equipment, grain, 
petroleum products & junkyards 

One (1) space per 1500 sq. Ft. of gross floor 
area up to 15,000 sq. ft.  Thereafter, one (1) 
additional space for each 5,000 sq. Ft or 
portion thereof in excess of 15,000 sq. ft., 
plus one (1) space for each vehicle utilized in 
the business 

 

Schools, Adult Day Care Centers, Day 
Care Centers, excluding family day care 
homes 

One (1) space for each employee in addition 
to three (3) space Drop-Off Zone 

One (1) loading space for each 
building containing 10,000 sq. ft. 
or more of gross floor area.  Two 
(2) loading spaces for buildings 
containing 100,000 sq. ft. or more 
of gross floor area 

Group Homes One (1) space for each employee per shift One (1) loading space for each 
building containing more than 20 
guest rooms 

Family Day Care Home, Large Family 
Day Care Home 

One (1) space for each non-resident 
employee in addition to residential parking 
requirement 

N/A 
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(Ord. of  12-23-03, § 1) 
 

Chapter 10 
 

FINANCE; TAXATION; PROPERTY*  
 

Art. I. In General, § § 10-1-10-49   
Art. II. Purchasing, § § 10-50-10-79   
Art. III. Board of Assessors, § § 10-80-10-99   
Art. IV Bequests, Gifts and Trust Funds, § § 10-100-10-124   
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 
Sec. 10-1. Fiscal year.  
 

The fiscal year of the city shall commence on the first day of July and end on the thirtieth day 
of June in each year, and the annual statements of the city treasurer and city auditor shall be 
made up to June thirtieth, and shall include all items of expenditures to said date.   
(Code 1963, § 4-108)  

State Law Reference-Fiscal year, July 1-June 30, M.G.L.A. c. 44, § 56A.   
 
Sec. 10-2. Custody of official bonds.  
 

The bond of the city treasurer shall be kept by the city clerk. The bonds of the other city 
officers shall be kept by the city treasurer, unless otherwise provided by law.   
(Code 1963, § § 3-211, 4-122)   
 
Sec. 10-3. Execution of deeds, etc.  
 

All deeds, conveyances, leases and other instruments, including the execution of agreements 
for special assessments or tax increment financing in accordance with Chapter 19 of the Acts of 
1993, given by the city which must be signed, sealed and acknowledged, shall be signed, 
acknowledged and delivered on behalf of the city by the mayor, who shall cause the city seal to 
be affixed thereto, but this provision shall not be construed to prevent any officer from executing 
any conveyance, lease, contract or other instrument in the performance of the duties devolving 
upon such officer. The mayor may also discharge any mortgage when the amount due and 
payable thereon has been paid, or may assign the same without liability or recourse to the city, 
and for that purpose may execute and deliver all necessary papers.   
(Code 1963, § 1-107; Ord. of 9-8-94, § 1)  
 
Sec. 10-4. City auditor-Appointment.  
 

Annually in April, the mayor shall appoint, subject to confirmation by the city council, a city 
auditor.   
(Code 1963, § 3-101)  

State Law Reference-Tenure of auditor, M.G.L.A. c. 41, § 48 (city accepted act from which 
statute derived).   
 
Sec. 10-5. Same-Bond.  
 

                                                 
* Cross reference – Relevant duties of committee on audit, § 2-64; relevant duties of committee 
on city property, § 2-65; relevant duties of committee on finance, § 2-66; relevant duties of 
committee on historical objects and tourism, § 2-68; office of city treasurer, § 2-100 et seq.; 
notice of claims by officers, § 2-116; building commissioner in charge of municipal buildings, § 6-
21; charge for use of city lockup, § 19-104; public works, Ch. 22; veterans’ agent, § 25-4; 
appropriation for care of veterans’ graves, § 25-9. 
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The city auditor shall give a bond in the sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) with 

sufficient surety for the faithful discharge of the duties of such office.   
( Code 1963, § 3-103)   
Sec. 10-6. Same-Assistant.  
 

Annually in April, the auditor shall appoint, subject to approval of the mayor, an assistant city 
auditor.  

 
The assistant auditor shall be under the direction of the auditor and may be removed by the 

mayor. The assistant auditor shall assist the auditor in such auditor's duties and, in the absence 
of the auditor or vacancy in that office, shall discharge the duties of auditor.   
(Code 1963, § 3-104)  

State Law Reference-Assistant auditor, M.G.L.A. c. 41, § 49A.   
 
Sec. 10-7. Same-Duties.  
  

(a) The city auditor, shall be the general accountant of the city. The city auditor shall keep a 
complete set of books and accounts, which shall comprise all the financial transactions of the city 
through the various departments and offices under their respective appropriations. The books 
shall be kept by the city auditor in double entry with monthly trial balances of the ledger 
accounts.  
  

(b) The books of the various departments of the city shall be kept, as far as practicable, in 
accordance with the distribution of accounts provided by the municipal schedule of the United 
States Census Office for cities the size of this city. All transactions relating to the "revenue" of the 
current year shall be separated from transactions pertaining to other years and from transactions 
relating to loans, construction, purchases or sales of land and other "nonrevenue" or "capital" 
accounts of the city.  
  

(c) A statement shall be prepared by the city auditor and printed monthly, which shall set forth 
the amount of each appropriation, the amount expended thereunder and the balance unexpended 
or overdrawn. This printed statement shall be presented to the city council and to the mayor as 
soon after the last day of every month as is practicable, but, in no case later than the second 
regular city council meeting of the following month. A printed monthly "balance sheet" of current 
assets and current liabilities of the city at the close of every month shall accompany the 
statement of appropriation accounts previously described.   
(Code 1963, § § 3-102, 4-101)  

Cross Reference-Audit of auditor's accounts by committee on finance, § 2-67.  
State Law Reference-Powers and duties, M.G.L.A. c. 41, § 50.   

 
Sec. 10-8. Same-Annual report to city council.  
 

The auditor shall, at the close of each fiscal year, report to the city council the expenditures 
and receipts during said year, giving in detail the amount of appropriations and expenditures, and 
the receipts from each source of income, and the whole shall be arranged so as to show, as 
nearly as practicable, the expenses of maintaining each department. The auditor shall include in 
said report a statement of the funded and temporary loans, with the rate of interest thereon, and 
when payable; a balance sheet of the current assets and liabilities and an exhibit of all the 
liabilities and assets as shown on the books in such office at the close of the fiscal year.   
(Code 1963, § 3-105)   
 
Sec. 10-9. Annual statement and account of treasurer.  
 

The city treasurer shall annually, and oftener if required, lay before the city council a 
statement of the condition of the city treasury and all moneys received and paid by the city 
treasurer during the current year. The city treasurer shall make up the annual account to and 
including the last day of June. The city treasurer shall furnish such information respecting the 
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accounts and finances as the city council may require. The committee on finance shall have 
access to all books and vouchers of the city in the city treasurer's possession.   
(Code 1963, § 3-205)   
Sec. 10-10. Payments to treasurer-Money received by officers; recording; reports to 
auditor.  
 

All city officers who shall receive any money due to the city shall forthwith pay the same to the 
city treasurer on forms prescribed by the city auditor, and the same and all other receipts of the 
treasurer on account of the city together with the name of the person paying, and the particular 
accounts to which the same have been carried, shall be entered upon the books of the city 
treasurer. The city treasurer shall forthwith report the same to the city auditor, provided, that 
receipts for water rates and taxes need not be so reported oftener than once a month, except 
upon special request of the city auditor. (Code 1963, § 4-105)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 44, § 53.   
 
Sec. 10-11. Same-Fees, charges and commissions.  
 

All fees, charges and commissions of every kind and description allowed by law or ordinance to 
any official of the city including recording fees paid to the members of the licensing board, but 
excluding those fees allowed by Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 140, section 147 and 
Chapter 131, section 11, shall on or before the fifth of each month be paid into the city treasury.   
(Code 1963, § 4-121)   
 
Sec. 10-12. Accounts due city to be payable to city.  
 

All bills for accounts due the city shall state that all checks, drafts or money orders shall be 
made payable to or to the order of the city and not to the order of any officer, board or 
commission.  (Code 1963, § 3-203)   
 
Sec. 10-13. Collector to collect accounts.  
 

The collector, whenever an account for municipal charges or bills is delivered to such collector 
for collection, shall forthwith demand payment of the same.  The payment for such account shall 
be due and payable within thirty (30) days from the date of mailing.  Interest at the rate specified 
by statute pursuant to Massachusetts General Law Chapter 40, Section 22F will be added to all 
accounts that remain unpaid after the due date.  If any such account remains unpaid after three 
(3) months the collector shall proceed to collect such account and all legal costs according to law 
by legal process, and may do so at any time before the expiration of said three (3) months if, in 
such collector’s judgment, or in the opinion of the city solicitor, the interests of the city require.  
(Code 1963, § 3-206; Ord. of 8-2-05, § 1)  

Cross References-Duty of treasurer to collect accounts, § 2-102; tax bills, § 10-86.   
 
Sec. 10-14. Certification of appropriation orders.  
 

The city clerk shall, as soon as an order or vote appropriating money becomes effective, certify 
to the treasurer, assessors and auditor, each appropriation in detail, and the provisions made for 
meeting the same, if specified in the appropriation order or vote.   
(Code 1963, § 2-308)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 41, § 15A.   
 
Sec. 10-15. Notification of authorization of expenditures, appropriations, transfers and 
accounts. 
 

The city clerk shall forthwith notify the city auditor and the head of the department concerned, 
of all orders passed by the city council authorizing expenditures, appropriations, transfers thereof, 
and credits to any account. (Code 1963, § 4-109)  
 
Sec. 10-16. Notification to director of accounts of authorization of debt.  
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Whenever the city votes to authorize the incurrence of indebtedness, the city clerk shall, within 
forty-eight (48) hours after the vote becomes effective, furnish to the director of accounts of the 
commonwealth, a copy thereof. (Code 1963, § 2-309)  

Cross References-Time and manner of payment of bills, § 10-25; certification of payment for 
purposes authorized, § 10-26.  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 44, § 28. 
   

Sec. 10-17. Notification of certification and/or approval of expenditures.  
 

The city clerk shall notify the mayor, head of the department, or other official in writing with a 
copy to the city auditor, whenever the terms of an order authorizing an appropriation requires the 
certification or approval of said official prior to incurring any liability against the appropriation. No 
claim against such appropriation shall be allowed or approved by the city auditor unless all the 
necessary certifications and/or approvals have been secured from the officials required by the 
order authorizing the appropriations.   
(Code 1963, § 4-109A; Ord. of 12-11-69)   
 
Sec. 10-18. Notification of exhaustion of appropriation; claims not allowed afterwards.  
 

Whenever any appropriation has been expended, or whenever it is evident that the liabilities 
incurred against any appropriation, by a department or official are in excess of the previous 
unexpended balance of that appropriation, the city auditor shall immediately give notice to the 
mayor and the head of the department or official in question, and thereafter no claim against 
such appropriation shall be allowed nor any further liability be incurred until the city council 
provides the means for paying the same. (Code 1963, § 4-102)   
 
Sec. 10-19. Funding of new programs.  
 

Any orders, programs or legislation requiring new or increased expenditures of city funds 
submitted by the mayor to the city council shall have printed thereon or attached thereto as an 
appendix an explanatory statement, and an estimate of the amount of city funds required to 
make its provisions effective, and the prospective source of said funds. This estimate shall set 
forth the amount of funds for the first full year of operation, and the prospective amount of funds 
which will be expended in the fifth year of operations as closely as said amounts can be 
determined. (Code 1963, § 1-108A; Ord. of 2-26-70)  

State Law Reference-Liabilities in excess of appropriations forbidden, M.G.L.A. c. 44, § 31.   
 
Sec. 10-20. Transfer of funds.  
 

The mayor may, at any time, recommend to the city council a transfer of funds appropriated 
by the annual budget or any supplementary budget. Such recommendation shall clearly specify 
the amount to be transferred, and the appropriation from which, and to which the transfer is to 
be made. Such transfer, as shall be presented, may be reduced, and shall be acted upon by the 
city council as provided in Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44, section 32.  (Code 1963, § § 
1-108, 4-120)  

State Law Reference-Transfer of appropriation, M.G.L.A. c. 44, § 33B.   
 
Sec. 10-21. Unappropriated funds.  
 

All receipts shall be paid into the city treasury and, with the exception of departmental refunds 
from current year expenditures, shall be regarded as unappropriated funds.   
(Code 1963, § 4-110)   
 
Sec. 10-22. Receipt and disposition of dog funds.  
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The treasurer shall receive all sums of money paid under the provisions of Massachusetts General 
Laws, Chapter 140, section 172, and shall forthwith credit the amount of such money in equal 
shares to schools and library.  (Code 1963, § 3-207)  

State Law References-Issuance of dog licenses, M.G.L.A. c. 140, § 147; sporting, hunting, 
fishing and trapping licenses, M.G.L.A. c. 131, § 11.   
 
Sec. 10-23. Approval by auditor of bills, accounts and claims.  
 

All bills, accounts and claims before payment, shall be approved by the city auditor.   
(Code 1963, § 4-114)  

State Law Reference-Approval of bills, M.G.L.A. c. 41, § 52.   
 
Sec. 10-24. Authority of treasurer to pay warrants, bonds and certificates.  
 

The city treasurer shall pay all warrants for the payment of accounts and claims and final 
judgments, duly approved as provided by ordinance; also all bonds or certificates of indebtedness 
issued by the city, and the interest on the same, as they become due, and shall cancel, when 
paid, all such bonds or certificates of indebtedness. The treasurer shall so far as practicable, 
charge such payments to the accounts indicated on orders drawn by the city auditor. The 
treasurer shall also make a daily report of such officer's receipts to the city auditor in suitable 
form.  (Code 1963, § 3-204)   
 
Sec. 10-25. General procedure for payment of bills, accounts, payrolls and claims.  
 

All bills, accounts, payrolls and claims against the city other than final judgments shall be 
examined by the department, board or officer authorized to create the liability, and if not within 
the province of any department, board or officer, then by the mayor, and if found just, shall be 
approved and certified by the head of the department, chairperson of the board or authorized 
officer, or by the mayor, and transmitted to the auditor. Such of the bills, accounts, claims and 
payrolls as are payable monthly shall be so presented to the auditor on or before the twenty-fifth 
day of the month following their receipt, with a schedule giving the amounts of the bills, to whom 
due and the appropriation chargeable therewith. The payrolls of all employees required by law to 
be paid weekly shall be made up to the end of each calendar week, shall be approved and 
certified by such head of the department, chairperson of the board or authorized officer, or by the 
mayor, and transmitted to the city auditor before 10:00 a.m. of Tuesday of the week following 
the performance of the work.  (Code 1963, § 4-111)  

Cross Reference-Tax bills, § 10-86.   
 
Sec. 10-26. Certification of the payment of bills for purposes authorized. 
 

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 10-25, whenever in the judgment of the city auditor 
the liabilities incurred against any appropriation appear to be for purposes other than those set 
forth in the appropriation, the auditor shall immediately give written notice to the mayor, head of 
the department, or other responsible official of such an appearance. No claim against such 
appropriation shall be allowed or approved nor any further liability for the purpose be incurred 
until the mayor, head of department or other official certifies in writing that the liability incurred 
is for purposes authorized in the appropriation. The city auditor shall notify the committee on 
audit in writing whenever such auditor has given the above referenced notice to the mayor, head 
of the department, or other official, together with a copy of the certification approving the 
expenditure by said official. (Code 1963, § 4-111A; Ord. of 12-11-69)   
 
Sec. 10-27. Payments on tenth of month; exceptions.  
 

All bills, accounts and claims except as provided in section 10-29, and except weekly payrolls 
as provided in section 10-38, shall be payable on the tenth day of the month following the receipt 
of said bills, accounts and claims. No bill, account or claim shall be paid prior to said tenth day of 
the month, unless two  (2) per cent of the amount of said bills is discounted therefrom when 
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payment may be made and except final judgments, interest or principal of any bond, note or 
other security coming due and advancements to department heads. (Code 1963, § 4-115)   
 
Sec. 10-28. Payments of accounts and claims on auditor's orders.  
 

Payments of accounts and claims shall be made by the city treasurer upon orders drawn upon 
such treasurer by the city auditor. Said orders of the auditor shall conform in name, number and 
amount with the items of the claims or accounts in said schedule. The original vouchers for all 
paid claims against the city shall be filed by the city auditor. The orders drawn by the city auditor 
and paid by the city treasurer shall be retained and filed by the city treasurer as such treasurer's 
vouchers for the moneys expended.  (Code 1963, § 4-103)   
 
Sec. 10-29. Discounting bills, accounts and claims.  
 

Any bill, account or claim against the city upon which a discount may be obtained by the 
prompt payment thereof, shall, if just, be approved forthwith by the department, board or officer, 
authorized to create the liability and transmitted to the city auditor endorsed "discount for prompt 
payment."  (Code 1963, § 4-113)  
 
Sec. 10-30. Reports of payments to auditor and committee on audit.  
 

The city treasurer shall forthwith report to the auditor all payments on account of interest, or 
principal of any bond, note or other security, or on account of final judgment, and the auditor 
shall report the same, together with a schedule of all bills, accounts, claims and advancements, 
which have been certified and approved by the auditor as provided in this chapter, to the 
committee on audit at its next meeting.  (Code 1963, § 4-116)   
 
Sec. 10-31. Sand, gravel, motor fuel and oil, heating fuel-Estimates of requirements. 
   

(a) The head of any department which uses sand, gravel, motor fuel or motor oil, shall 
annually in June, furnish an estimate of the amount to be used in the ensuing year, beginning 
August first, to the purchasing agent.   

 
(b) The head of any department which requires heating fuel shall annually in April furnish an 

estimate of the amount to be used in the ensuing year, beginning July 1, to the purchasing agent.   
(Code 1963, § § 1-327, 3-514)   
 
Sec. 10-32. Same-Specifications to be prepared.  
  

(a) The commissioner of public works shall annually in the month of June prepare 
specifications and proposals to be used in connection with requests for bids to be asked for by the 
purchasing agent for supplying the city with sand, gravel, motor fuel and motor oil for the year 
beginning August first. The specifications shall provide for delivery at such time and place and in 
such quantity as may be ordered by the purchasing agent and shall further provide for a term of 
delivery not to exceed three  (3) years from August first next ensuing.   
 

(b) The public facilities manager shall annually in the month of May prepare specifications and 
proposals to be used in connection with requests for bids to be asked for by the purchasing agent 
for supplying the city with heating fuel for the year next beginning July first. The proposals shall 
provide for delivery at such time and places and in such quantity as may be ordered and shall 
further provide for a term of delivery not to exceed one year from July first next ensuing.   
(Code 1963, § § 1-328, 3-515; Ord. of 10-8-92, § 3)   
 
Sec. 10-33. Same-Requisitions.  
 

Any department of the city requiring sand, gravel, motor fuel or motor oil or heating fuel shall, 
by proper requisition, notify the purchasing agent, who shall see that delivery is made according 
to the terms of the contract.  (Code 1963, § § 1-325, 3-517)   
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Sec. 10-34. Successful bidder to furnish bond.  
 

The successful bidder on sand, gravel, motor fuel, motor oil or heating fuel shall furnish the 
city, at the time the contract is executed, an indemnity bond, satisfactory to the city solicitor, to 
guarantee faithful performance of the contract. (Code 1963, § § 1-329, 3-516)   
 
Sec. 10-35. Advances to heads of departments.  
 

The city treasurer may pay to heads of departments such sums of money as may be required 
to be expended forthwith for matters not admitting of delay, and for which credit cannot be 
ordinarily and conveniently obtained. The head of department receiving such advance shall 
furnish the city auditor such additional vouchers therefore as the auditor may require.   
(Code 1963, § 4-117)   
 
Sec. 10-36. Reports of bills and claims, memoranda; water bills.  
 

Every board, commission, committee, department or officer of the city rendering any service, 
furnishing supplies or materials, or making sale of any of the real or personal property of the city, 
for which compensation is due the city, shall forthwith report the same in the form of an itemized 
bill or claim to the city auditor. The city auditor shall make a memorandum of all such bills or 
claims, in books provided for the purpose and shall promptly submit each of said bills or claims to 
the city treasurer, or to the debtor named therein, with a demand for payment to be made to the 
city collector, provided, however, that bills for water rates shall be transmitted directly to water 
takers by the water registrar and a certified statement of the aggregate amount of all bills so 
transmitted during the previous month, together with a certified statement of the aggregate of all 
abatements during that month shall be reported to the city auditor by the water registrar on the 
first day of each month. The city auditor shall file these statements after promptly entering the 
amounts thereof in books kept for this purpose. (Code 1963, § 4-104)   
 
Sec. 10-37. Labor, etc., for other than municipal undertakings.  
 

Labor, work and material for other than strictly municipal undertakings, shall not be rendered 
or furnished except when the same is in conjunction with general public improvements, and when 
any labor, work or materials are so furnished or rendered by the city for private persons, a money 
deposit shall be made to the city treasurer, based on a reasonable estimate of expected cost or 
value thereof, which shall be provided by the proper department head or officer.  

 
When such materials have been furnished and such work has been completed, the charge for 

same shall be certified by the head of the department, or officer, to the city treasurer, who shall 
thereby be authorized to collect the balance, if due to the city, or to pay the balance, if due to the 
depositor.   
(Code 1963, § 4-106)   
 
Sec. 10-38. Weekly payment of salaries.  
 

All salaries and payments to city officials which by law or ordinance are to be paid from the city 
treasury, except where a different provision is made by law or ordinance, shall be paid weekly.   
(Code 1963, § 4-112)  
 
Sec. 10-39. Payroll deductions-Hospital service.  
 

Deductions on payroll schedule may be made from the salaries, wages or like remuneration of 
any municipal employee of any amount which such employee may specify in writing to the city 
auditor for the payment of premiums under a contract issued to the employee as a subscriber by 
a nonprofit hospital service corporation. ( Code 1963, § 4-123)   
 
Sec. 10-40. Same-Life and accident coverage.   
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(a) Deductions on payroll schedules may be made from the salary, wages or like remuneration 
of any municipal employee of any amount which such employee may specify in writing to the city 
auditor for the payment of premiums under a master policy or policies issued to an association of 
municipal employees by an insurance company providing for life insurance, casualty insurance 
and health insurance coverage for such employee and family.   

 
(b) Any such authorization may be withdrawn by the employee by giving at least sixty  (60) 

days notice in writing of such withdrawal to the city auditor.   
(Code 1963, § 4-124)  

Note-On December 22, 1960, the city council accepted the provisions of M.G.L.A. 32B 
"Contributory Group General or Blanket Insurance For Persons In The Service of Counties, Cities, 
Towns and Districts, and their Dependents."   
 
Sec. 10-41. Same-Community chests or united funds.  
 

Deductions on payroll schedules may be made from the salary, wages or like remuneration of 
any municipal employee of any amount which such employee may specify in writing to the city 
auditor for the payment of a contribution to a community chest or a united fund. Deductions shall 
be subject to the terms and conditions contained in Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 180, 
section 17B.  (Code 1963, § 4-125)  

Note-Statute accepted Oct. 11, 1956.   
 
Sec. 10-42. Same-Union dues.  
 

Deductions on payroll schedules may be made from the salary or wages of any municipal 
employee of any amount which such employee may specify in writing to the city auditor, for the 
payment of union dues to the association of state, county or municipal, employees. Deductions 
shall be subject to the terms and conditions contained in General Laws, Chapter 180, section 17A.   
(Code 1963, § 4-126)  

Note-Statute accepted March 28, 1957.   
 
Sec. 10-43. City vehicles-Lettering.  
 

All motor vehicles now owned, and subsequently acquired by the city, except certain police 
vehicles at the discretion of the chief of police, and except the car assigned to the human 
relations commission, shall be clearly identified as city property by having painted on the panels 
of the two  (2) front doors, in legible type in letters at least two  (2) inches high and in colors 
contrasting to that of the car, the following: 
 

"CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 
 

( Department or official having charge of car)" 
 

Said lettering is to be done within ten  (10) days of acquisition of the vehicle. (Code 1963, § 
12-201; Ord. of 11-11-71)   
 
Sec. 10-44. Same-Official use only.  
 

No city-owned vehicle shall be used for other than official city business.   
(Code 1963, § 12-201; Ord. of 11-11-71)  

Cross Reference-Bills for servicing, § 10-72.   
 
Sec. 10-45. Grant or renewal of license as affected by nonpayment of local taxes, fees, 
etc.; ordinance; exceptions.  
  

(a) The tax collector of all municipal taxes, assessments, betterments and other municipal 
charges, hereinafter referred to as the tax collector, shall annually furnish to each department, 
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board, commission or division, hereinafter referred to as the licensing authority, that issues 
licenses or permits including renewals and transfers, a list of any person, corporation, or business 
enterprise, hereinafter referred to as the party, that has neglected or refused to pay any local 
taxes, fees, assessments, betterments or other municipal charges for not less than a twelve-
month period, and that such party has not filed in good faith a pending application for an 
abatement of such tax or a pending petition before the appellate tax board.   

 
(b) The licensing authority may deny, revoke or suspend any license or permit, including 

renewals and transfers of any party whose name appears on said list furnished to the licensing 
authority from the tax collector; provided, however, that written notice is given to the party and 
the tax collector, as required by applicable provisions of law, and the party is given a hearing, to 
be held not earlier than fourteen days after said notice. Said list shall be prima facie evidence for 
denial, revocation or suspension of said license or permit to any party. The tax collector shall 
have the right to intervene in any hearing conducted with respect to such license denial, 
revocation or suspension. Any findings made by the licensing authority with respect to such 
license denial, revocation or suspension shall be made only for the purposes of such proceeding 
and shall not be relevant to or introduced in any other proceeding at law, except for any appeal 
from such license denial, revocation or suspension. Any license or permit denied, suspended or 
revoked under this section shall not be reissued or renewed until the license authority receives a 
certificate issued by the tax collector that the party is in good standing with respect to any and all 
local taxes, fees, assessments, betterments or other municipal charges, payable to the 
municipality as the date of issuance of said certificate.   
 

(c) Any party shall be given an opportunity to enter into a payment agreement, thereby 
allowing the licensing authority to issue a certificate indicating said limitations to the license or 
permit and the validity of said license shall be conditioned upon the satisfactory compliance with 
said agreement. Failure to comply with said agreement shall be grounds for the suspension or 
revocation of said license or permit; provided, however, that the holder be given notice and a 
hearing as required by applicable provisions of law.   
 

(d) The mayor may waive such denial, suspension or revocation if he finds there is no direct or 
indirect business interest by the property owner, its officers or stockholders, if any, or members 
of his immediate family, as defined in section 1 of Chapter 268B of the General Laws of 
Massachusetts, in the business or activity conducted in or on said property.  

 
This section shall not apply to the following licenses and permits: Open burning, section 13 of 

Chapter 48; bicycle permits, section 11A of Chapter 85; sales of articles for charitable purposes, 
section 33 of Chapter 101; children work permits, section 69 of Chapter 149; clubs, associations 
dispensing food or beverage licenses, section 21E of Chapter 140; dog licenses, section 137 of 
Chapter 140; fishing, hunting, trapping license, section 12 of Chapter 131; marriage licenses, 
section 28 of Chapter 207 and theatrical events, public exhibition permits, section 181 of Chapter 
140 of the General Laws of Massachusetts.  (Ord. of 1-14-88, § 1)   
 
Sec. 10-46. Hotels, motels, lodging houses and bed and breakfast establishments; 
excise tax.  
 

There is hereby imposed an excise tax upon the transfer of occupancy of any room or rooms in 
a hotel, motel, lodging house, or bed and breakfast establishment within the City of New Bedford 
by any operator at a rate of four  (4) percent of the total amount of rent for each such occupancy. 
No excise shall be imposed if the total amount of rent is less than fifteen dollars ($15.00) per day 
or its equivalent or if the accommodations are exempt under the provisions of General Laws 
Chapter 64G, section 2, as amended. The operator of such accommodation shall pay the local 
excise tax imposed under this section to the commissioner of the Massachusetts Department of 
Revenue at the same time and in the same manner as the excise tax due to the commonwealth.   
(Ord. of 9-14-89, § 1)  
 
Secs. 10-47-10-49. Reserved.   
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ARTICLE II. PURCHASING* 
 
Sec. 10-50. Department established within executive department.  
 

There is hereby established within the executive department of the municipal government a 
purchasing department, to consist of a purchasing agent and such assistants as the city council 
shall determine.   
(Code 1963, § 1-301; Ord. of 9.27-90, § 1)  

Note-Section 103 of Chapter 41, M.G.L.A., accepted at municipal election held December 3, 
1940, relates to purchasing department. 
 
Sec. 10-51. Purchasing agent-Appointment; qualifications.  
 

The executive officer of the purchasing department shall be the purchasing agent, who shall be 
appointed by the mayor subject to confirmation by the city council, and shall qualify by oath 
before entrance upon the duties of the office. The purchasing agent shall be a resident of the city 
at the time of appointment, or become a resident of the city not less than ninety (90) days after 
confirmation by the city council, and remain a resident during the term of office. The purchasing 
agent shall be removed from office by the mayor for failure to comply with the residence 
requirement of this section. The purchasing agent shall have not less than five  (5) years of 
general diversified business experience, which shall include experience in the purchasing of 
commodities. (Code 1963, § 1-302; Ord. of 9-27-90, § 1)   
 
Sec. 10-52. Same-Term of office; compensation as fixed.  
 

The term of office of the incumbent purchasing agent shall expire on the first Monday in April 
of the calendar year 1992, and thereafter the appointment or reappointment of the purchasing 
agent shall be made annually in April by the mayor, subject to confirmation by the city council; 
but if not reappointed, the purchasing agent shall continue in office until a successor is appointed, 
confirmed and qualifies. The purchasing agent shall receive compensation as fixed according to 
law.  (Code 1963, § 1-303; Ord. of 9-27-90, § 1; Ord. of 11-14-91, § 1)  

State Law Reference-Authority to fix salary, M.G.L.A. c. 41, § 103.   
 
Sec. 10-53. Same-Bond.  
 

Before entrance upon the duties of the office, the purchasing agent shall furnish a surety bond 
for the faithful performance of such duties in the amount of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) 
with the surety thereon to be approved by the city solicitor.   
(Code 1963, § 1-304; Ord. of 9-27-90, § 1)   
 
Sec. 10-54. Same-Powers and duties.  
 

The purchasing agent shall have the following powers and duties:   
 

(1) Responsibility as the chief procurement officer for the procurement of all supplies, 
services, materials and equipment for all departments and offices of the City pursuant to 
all applicable provisions of the Massachusetts General Laws relating to such 
procurement.  The purchasing agent shall be responsible for the maintenance of all files 

                                                 
* Editor’s note – Section 1 of an ordinance adopted Sept. 27, 1990, amended Ch. 10, Art. II, 
relative to purchasing, by striking former §§ 10-50 – 10-75 in their entirety and by enacting in 
lieu thereof new §§ 10-50 – 10-73.  The history notation to former §§ 10-50 – 10-75 has been 
retained where appropriate in new §§ 10-50 – 10-73 for reference purposes.  The provisions of 
former §§ 10-58, 10-73 and 10-75 relative to encumbrance of funds, leases of personal property 
and modification, waiver by mayor, were not addressed in the new Art. II provisions and derived 
from Code 1963, §§ 1-312, 1-325 and § 1(5) of an ordinance adopted Oct. 12, 1989. 
   Cross reference – Administration, Ch.2. 
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and records required to be kept by law and make such records available for public 
inspection. 

 
(2) Responsibility for the inspection of all supplies, materials, equipment and services 

delivered to the city, and for such purpose may delegate to any individual to act for 
such agent in accordance with General Laws Chapter 30B.   

 
(3) Authority to order or make inventories of the supplies, materials, equipment and 

furnishings of any and all departments, and any department possessing excess or 
surplus personal property of any kind and description shall not sell, exchange, transfer 
or dispose thereof without first certifying such personal property as surplus to the 
purchasing agent; and thereupon, the purchasing agent shall notify every department 
and agency in writing of the availability of such surplus personal property, on a form to 
be provided by the purchasing agent. The head of each department or agency shall 
reply, in writing on the form provided, whether there is a need for the surplus personal 
property in their respective departments or agencies. If a department or agency 
indicates a need for the surplus personal property, the purchasing agent shall order the 
transfer of such personal property from one department or agency to another, and 
inventory adjustments between the departments shall be made accordingly. The 
purchasing agency shall forward copies of all forms returned to such agent from each 
department and agency to the property committee and inform it, in writing, of the 
action taken by such agent as a result of said notice to each department and agency. 
Property determined by the purchasing agent to be no longer useful for any municipal 
purpose shall be transferred to the city council for disposal in accordance with General 
Laws Chapter 30B.   

 
(4) Control and supervision of all existing storerooms and warehouses and any which may 

be hereafter established. The city council, upon estimates prepared by the purchasing 
agent and submitted from time to time by the mayor, shall provide a revolving store 
fund of sufficient amount to finance the purchase and storage of standard supplies, 
materials and equipment for use by all departments and agencies which may be 
purchased and stored advantageously. Such fund shall be under the control of the 
purchasing agent who shall also be responsible and accountable for all supplies, 
materials and equipment under such agent's control and shall maintain a perpetual 
inventory record thereof.   

 
(5) Preparation and securing, with the cooperation of the various department heads, 

purchase descriptions, including standard written specifications for supplies and ser-
vices used by the departments. It shall be the duty of the agent to classify supplies used 
in the various departments, to adopt as standards the minimum number of qualities, 
sizes and varieties of supplies consistent with the successful operation of the city 
government and to prepare and adopt written specifications of all such standard 
supplies. Except in the cases of noncompetitive types and kinds of supplies and ser-
vices authorized under General Laws Chapter 30B, section 7, all specifications shall be 
definite and certain and shall permit competition. After its adoption, each standard 
specification shall, unless revised or rescinded, apply alike in terms and effect to any 
future purchase order or contract for the supply described in such specifications, except 
that the agent shall have the authority with the approval of the mayor, to exempt any 
department of the city from the use of any supply or service described in such 
specifications. The agent shall consult with the heads of departments to determine their 
precise requirements and shall endeavor to prescribe those standards which best meet 
the needs of the majority of departments. The agent shall have the authority to make 
use of the laboratory and engineering facilities of the city and technical staffs thereof. 
The agent shall enforce the written specifications adopted pursuant to this section.   

 
(6) May require any officer or department to furnish information essential to the operation 

of the purchasing department for the enforcement of this article or any regulations 
adopted hereunder. At least once in each year the agent shall require the several 
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departments and offices to submit statements of supplies, services, materials and 
equipment on hand, and estimates of probable requirements for such periods of time 
and in such form and detail as the agent may prescribe.   

 
(7) May from time to time establish and amend such rules and regulations relative to the 

purchase, storage, inventory and distribution of supplies, services, materials and 
equipment as such agent may deem most conducive to the efficient management of the 
personal property and affairs of the city. (Code 1963, § 1-306; Ord. of 5-10-73, § 1; 
Ord. of 10-12-89, § 1 (1); Ord. of 9-27-90, § 1; Ord. of 8-22-06, § 1)  

Cross Reference-Disposition of personal property by water board, § 16-50.   
 
Sec. 10-55. Same-Annual report.  
 

The purchasing agent shall submit before December first of each year a full and comprehensive 
report on the work of the agent's office as conducted in accordance with the provisions of this 
article, and may suggest, from time to time, recommendations for changes in said provisions 
which such agent deems necessary.   
(Code 1963, § 1-315; Ord. of 9-27-90, § 1)   
 
Sec. 10-56. Departmental estimates.  
 

All departments of the city shall file with the purchasing department detailed estimates of their 
requirements for supplies, equipment, and services in such manner, at such times and for such 
future periods as the agent shall prescribe. This shall not prevent any department from filing with 
the purchasing department at any time a requisition for any supplies, equipment, or services the 
need of which was not foreseen when the detailed estimates were filed.   
(Code 1963, § 1-310; Ord. of 9-27-90, § 1)  
Cross Reference-Estimates of fuel requirements, § 10-31.   
 
Sec. 10-57. Requisitions.  
 

Except as provided by section 10-58, requisitions for the purchase of supplies, equipment, or 
services for any department shall be received by the purchasing department prior to the issuance 
of a purchase order or contract for such supplies, equipment, or services and shall be signed by 
the head of the using department, or an authorized agent. The purchasing agent shall examine 
each requisition and shall have the authority, after consultation with the department head, to 
revise it as to quantity, quality or estimated costs, but revision as to quality shall be in 
accordance with the standards and specifications provided pursuant to section 10-54 (5). The 
agent shall promptly notify in writing the requisitioning department head of any such revision.   
(Code 1963, § 1-311; Ord. of 10-12-89, § 1 (2); Ord. of 9-27-90, § 1)  

Cross Reference-Requisition of sand, gravel, motor oil and fuel, § 10-33.   
 
Sec. 10-58. Emergency purchases.  
 

Whenever the time required to comply with a requirement of General Laws Chapter 30B and 
this Code would endanger the health or safety of the people or their property the purchasing 
agent may make an emergency procurement without following the requirement under the statute 
and Code. An emergency procurement shall be limited to only supplies or services necessary to 
meet the emergency and shall conform to the requirements of law to the extent practicable under 
the circumstances. The purchasing agent shall make a record of each emergency as soon after 
the procurement as practicable, specifying each contractor's name, the amount and the type of 
each contract, a listing of the supply or service provided under each contract, and the basis for 
determining the need for an emergency procurement.  
 

The purchasing agent shall submit a copy of this record at the earliest possible time to the 
state secretary for placement in any publication established by the state secretary for the 
advertisement of procurements.  (Code 1963, § 1-305; Ord. of 9-27-90, § 1)   
 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
Sec. 10-59. Filing of contracts by officers.  
 

Every officer of the city who makes or executes a contract on behalf of the city shall furnish 
said contract or copy thereof to the city clerk and the city auditor within one week after its 
execution, and the city clerk shall keep such contract or copy on file, open to public inspection 
during business hours. (Code 1963, § 2-307; Ord. of 9-27-90, § 1)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 41, § 17.   
 
Sec. 10-60. Exercise of authority to conform with all legal requirements.  
 

Nothing in this Code shall be construed to authorize the purchasing agent to take any action in 
connection with any purchase or contract in conflict with the general laws of the commonwealth 
or federal statutes; now shall anything herein contained authorize the purchasing agent to take 
any action in connection with any purchase or contract in conflict with the provisions of Chapter 
43 of the Massachusetts General Laws; nor shall anything herein contained authorize or empower 
the purchasing agent to have any jurisdiction or control over the acquisition, contracts for 
purchase or sale, transfer or disposition of real property acquired by or owned by the city.   
(Code 1963, § 1-313; Ord. of 9-27-90, § 1)  

State Law Reference-Approval of contracts, M.G.L.A. c. 43, § 29.   
 
Sec. 10-61. Contracts in writing, competitive bids required; execution.  
 

All purchases or contracts for purchases of supplies, services, materials, equipment and real 
property and for the disposition of supplies or real property shall comply with and be governed by 
the applicable Massachusetts General Laws as they pertain to the procurement of same, 
including, but not limited to:  M.G.L. c. 30B, as amended; M.G.L. c. 7, as amended; M.G.L. c. 
149, as amended and M.G.L. c. 30, section 39M, as amended.  (Code 1963, § 1-307; Ord. of 5-
26-66; Ord. of 10-13-66; Ord. of 5-10-73, § 2; Ord. of 11-8-84, § 1; Ord. of 10-12-89, § 1 (3); 
Ord. of 9-27-90, § 1; Ord. of 8-22-06, § 2)  

State Law Reference-M.G.L.- c. 43, § 29 and M.G.L.A. 30B.   
 
Sec. 10-62. Competitive bid procedures; contracts less than twenty-five thousand 
dollars ($25,000.00).   
 

(a) Except as permitted pursuant to section 10-58, for the procurement of a supply or 
service in the amount of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) or greater, but less than twenty-five 
thousand dollars ($25,000.00), the purchasing agent shall seek written or oral quotations from no 
fewer than three (3) persons customarily providing such supply or service.  The purchasing agent 
shall record the names and addresses of all persons from whom quotations were sought, the 
names of the persons submitting quotations and the date and amount of each quotation. 
 

(b) The purchasing agent shall award the contract to the responsible person offering the 
needed quantity of supply or service at the lowest quotation. 
 

(c) A procurement in the amount of less than five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) shall be 
obtained through the exercise of sound business practices. (Ord. of 9-27-90, § 1; Ord. of 8-22-
06, § 3)   
 
Sec. 10-63. Competitive sealed bidding procedures and competitive sealed proposals; 
manner of bidding. 
 

(a) Award of procurement contracts, other than contracts for the procurement of real 
property, shall conform to the competitive sealed bidding procedures or competitive sealed 
proposals procedures as provided at M.G.L. Chapter 30B, sections 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9. 
 

(b)  Every bid which comes into the office of the purchasing department shall be stamped 
with the time and date it is received, and again with the time and date at the opening of all bids or 
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proposals.  The time-stamp should indicate on its face “CITY OF NEW BEDFORD-PURCHASING 
DEPARTMENT.” 
(Code 1963, § 1-308; Ord. of 5-26-66; Ord. of 8-28-71; Ord. of 5-10-73, § 3; Ord. of 3-13-80; 
Ord. of 11-8-84, § 2; Ord. of 10-12-89, § 1 (4); Ord. of 9-27-90, § 1; Ord. of 8-22-06, § 4)   
 
Sec. 10-64. Specifications to allow open competition. 
 

Every notice inviting bids shall contain such specifications as will allow the most open 
competition. Wherever possible invitations for bids shall be sent to New Bedford firms certified by 
the State Office of Minority Business Affairs (SOMBA). (Code 1963, § 1-319; Ord. of 9-27-90, § 1)   
 
Sec. 10-65. Splitting of contract prohibited.  

 
No requisition, order or contract shall be split or subdivided for the purpose of evading any of 

the requirements of applicable M.G.L. c. 30B, c. 30-39M or c. 149, as amended. (Code 1963, § 1-
314; Ord. of 9-27-90, § 1; Ord. of 8-22-06, § 5)   
 
Sec. 10-66. Bonds for construction, reconstruction et. al. 
 

All contracts for the construction, reconstruction, alteration, remodeling, repair or demolition of 
public buildings or other public works shall have bonds equal to the amount of the contract for 
payment of labor, materials, rentals or transportation charges when required by M.G.L. c. 149, §§ 
29 and 20, and c. 30, § 39M, as amended.  Bonds may be required under procurements governed 
by M.G.L. c. 30B, at the discretion of the purchasing agent. (Code 1963, § 1-316; Ord. of 9-27-
90, § 1; Ord. of 8-22-06, § 6)  

State Law Reference-Required bond, M.G.L.A. c. 149, § 29.   
 
Sec. 10-67. Same-Contracts amounting to ten thousand dollars.  
 

All contracts for any purpose, made by any department, board or commission except election 
printing and except tangible, personal property and where the amount involved is ten thousand 
dollars ($10,000.00) or more shall be accompanied by a bond or other security representing one-
half (1/2) of the full amount of the contract. Such contracts shall conform to the requirements of 
Chapter 149, section 29 Massachusetts General Laws, or section 20 if the latter section applied.   
(Code 1963, § 1-317, Ord. of 5-10-73, § 4; Ord. of 9-27-90, § 1; Ord. of 11-10-94, § 1)   
 
Sec. 10-68. Same-Cash or surety company; approval by city solicitor. 
 

Bonds or other securities furnished by contractors under sections 10-66 and 10-67 shall be 
cash, letter of credit or surety company bonds written by insurance, bonding companies, or banks 
licensed to do business in the commonwealth and shall be subject to the approval of the city 
solicitor.  (Code 1963, § 1-318; Ord. of 9-27-90, § 1)   
 
Sec. 10-69. Forfeiture clause in public building contracts.  
 

Every contract for the election or alteration of a public building shall contain a clause providing 
for a cash forfeit, by the contractor, of a specified sum, for each day that the completion of the 
work is delayed beyond the time fixed in the contract.  (Code 1963, § 1-322; Ord. of 9-27-90, § 
1)   
 
Sec. 10-70. Prevailing wages to be paid.  
 

Each contract for the construction of public works to which the city is a party, which may 
involve the employment of laborers, workers or mechanics, shall contain a stipulation that said 
laborers, workmen and mechanics shall be paid not less per day than the prevailing rate in the 
same trade or occupation in the city. ( Code 1963, § 1-321; Ord. of 9-27-90, § 1)  

State Law Reference-Wages, M.G.L.A. c. 149, § 26.   
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Sec. 10-71. Trade-in values.  
 

In purchasing equipment, apparatus, vehicles, supplies or materials, credit may be obtained 
from the vendor on a so-called "trade-in" allowance thereon, provided that full and specific 
description of the equipment, apparatus, vehicles, supplies or materials on which the allowance is 
given, together with the price being allowed thereon, shall be set forth in the contract.  
 

All specifications for the purchase of equipment, apparatus, vehicles, supplies or materials 
wherein a trade-in allowance is sought shall set forth fully and specifically the description thereof 
for which the allowance is sought and each proposal shall set out separately the price allowed 
thereon.   
(Code 1963, § 1-323; Ord. of 9-27-90, § 1)   
 
Sec. 10-72. Bills for servicing city-owned vehicles.  
 

Whenever a city-owned vehicle is serviced in an amount under one thousand dollars 
($1,000.00) with fuel, equipment, repairs or any other service, the bills for such service rendered 
to the city shall contain, in addition to a detailed itemized account of such service, the date of 
said service, the registration of the vehicle serviced, the department to which said vehicle is 
attached, and the signature of the driver of said vehicle, except city-owned motor vehicles 
repaired or services at the municipal garage, the police department garage, or the fire 
department garage.   
(Code 1963, § 1-324; Ord. of 9-27-90, § 1)   
 
Sec. 10-73. Purchase of books and instructional items for schools or library.  
 

Purchase of textbooks or library books, shall be made only upon the requisition of the school 
department or library. If the item to be purchased is peculiar to the field of education, the school 
department's determination as to quality as disclosed in its requisition shall be conclusive upon 
the purchasing agent. Such a procurement may be made without competition if the school 
department or library department certifies in writing that only one source exist.   
(Code 1963, § 1-307; Ord. of 9-27-90, § 1)  

Annotation-School Committee of Gloucester v. Gloucester, 324 Mass. 209 (1949); 85 N.E. 2d 
429.  

State Law Reference-Authority, M.G.L.A. c. 30B, § 7.  
Cross Reference-Requisitions generally, § 10-57.  

 
Secs. 10-74, 10-75. Reserved.   
 
Sec. 10-76. Residency requirements for certain city-supported construction projects.  
 

In order to assist to the unemployment rate, to assist the problem of businesses leaving the 
region, to decrease the number of businesses filing bankruptcy, to combat the recession in the 
region, to assist the problem caused by the reduction of local aid from the commonwealth and to 
assist in preventing the depletion of the tax base, all general and subcontractors constructing or 
rehabilitating public works projects which have a projected cost of more than one hundred 
thousand dollars ($100,000.00) and are funded in full or in part with federal, state, or city funds, 
shall have the worker hours on a craft by craft basis performed by residents of the City of New 
Bedford, who shall comprise at least fifty  (50) percent of the total employee man-hours in each 
trade, excluding the employer's foreman or supervisor and two  (2) other key employees.   
(Ord. of 7-16-92, § 1) 

Editor's Note-An ordinance adopted July 16, 1992, added provisions designated as § § 10-
76.1-10.76.4. Such provisions have been redesignated as § § 10-76-10-76.3 at the discretion of 
the editor.  
 
Sec. 10-76.1. Same-Definition.  
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Residents are defined as persons being domiciled in the City of New Bedford; that is, that place 

where that person has had his or her true, fixed, and permanent home and principal 
establishment for a minimum of six  (6) months prior to the contract bid opening date.   
(Ord. of 7-16-92, § 1)  

Note-See the Editor’s note- following § 10-76.   
 
Sec. 10-76.2. Same-Administration and enforcement.  
 

The City of New Bedford Office of Equal Opportunity and Contract Compliance shall administer 
and enforce the provisions of this section. A copy of this section shall be included by each city 
department and/or agency, in all public works construction or rehabilitation contracts of one 
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) or more and shall be a part of such contract.  

 
Upon the request of the city council, the office of equal opportunity and contract compliance 

shall provide the city council with certified copies of current list of names and addresses of 
unemployed New Bedford residents along with trades and skills in which they are qualified.  

 
The office of equal opportunity and contract compliance shall be responsible for providing this 

same information to any contractor or subcontractor who requests it. Such information shall be 
delivered within thirty  (30) days of receipt of request by the office of equal opportunity and 
contract compliance. Such requests shall be made by certified mail. Should the office of equal 
opportunity and contract compliance fail to deliver such information within thirty  (30) days of the 
request, the contractor's or subcontractor's requirements under the provisions of this section shall 
be deemed waived.( Ord. of 7-16-92, § 1)  

Note-See the Editor’s note- following § 10-76.   
 
Sec. 10-76.3. Same-Contractor's duties.  
 

The contractor shall designate, and require each subcontractor to designate, an individual to 
serve as compliance officer for the purpose of administering the provisions of this section. Prior to 
the start of construction, the contractor and each subcontractor, then selected, shall meet with 
the appropriate officials of the office of equal opportunity and contract compliance for the purpose 
of reviewing standards and employment requirements for construction activity. At said 
conference, the contractors and subcontractors shall provide complete projections of the work 
force needs over the course of construction of the project.  

 
The contractor shall obtain from each worker employed in construction of the project, a sworn 

statement containing the worker's name, place of residence, and length of residence at that 
particular place.  

 
One week following the commencement of construction of the project, and each week 

thereafter until such work is completed, the contractor and subcontractor shall complete and 
submit to the office of equal opportunity and contract compliance, for the week just ended, a  
report which reflects for each employee, the employee's name, place of residence, race, gender, 
trade, and total number of hours he or she worked; and the total worker hours of its total work 
force. (Ord. of 7-16-92, § 1)  

Note-See the Editor’s note- following § 10-76.   
 
Sec. 10-76.4. Same-Penalties.  
 

Any person who provides false information regarding his or her residence shall be penalized 
three hundred ($300.00): Any contractor or subcontractor who violates the provisions of this 
section shall be penalized three hundred dollars ($300.00) per day for each and every day the 
ordinance is in violation. Said penalty shall be levied and withheld from payments due the 
contractor or subcontractor.   
(Ord. of 7-16-92, § 1)  

Note-See the Editor’s note- following  § 10-76.   
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Sec. 10-77. Obligations of contractors for bidding.  
  

(a) All bidders and subcontractors under the bidder for projects subject to Massachusetts 
General Laws Chapter 149, Section 44A (2) shall, as a condition for bidding, agree in writing 
through the completion of a pre-bid qualification application that they shall comply with the 
following obligations:     
 

(1) The bidder and all subcontractors under the bidder shall comply with the city employment 
plan as it currently exists and as it may, from time to time, be amended.   

 
(2) The bidder and all subcontractors under the bidder must comply with the obligations 

established under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 149 to pay the appropriate lawful 
prevailing wage rates to their employees.   

 
(3) The bidder and all subcontractors under the bidder must maintain or participate in a bona 

fide apprentice training program, as defined by Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 23, 
Sections 11H and 11I, for each apprenticeable trade or occupation represented in their 
workforce that is approved by the division of apprentice training of the department of 
labor and industries and must abide by the apprentice to journeyman ratio for each trade 
prescribed therein in the performance of the contract.   

 
(4) The bidder and all subcontractors under the bidder must furnish, at their expense, 

hospitalization and medical benefits for all their employees employed on the project and/or 
coverage at least comparable in value to the hospitalization and medical benefits provided 
by the health and welfare plans in the applicable craft recognized by Massachusetts 
General Laws Chapter 149, Section 26 in establishing minimum wage rates.   

 
(5) The bidder and all subcontractors under the bidder must maintain appropriate industrial 

accident insurance coverage for all the employees employed on the project in accordance 
with Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 152.  

 
(6) The bidder and all subcontractors under the bidder must properly classify employees as 

employees rather than independent contractors and treat them accordingly for purposes of 
workers' compensation insurance coverage, unemployment taxes, social security taxes, 
and income tax withholding in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 149, 
Section 148B, and further, for purposes of equal opportunity and civil rights issues, in 
accordance with Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 151B.   

 
(b) All bidders and subcontractors under the bidder who are awarded or who otherwise obtain 

contracts on projects subject to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 149, Section 44A (2) shall 
comply with the obligations numbered (1) through (6) as set forth in paragraph (a) above for the 
entire duration of their work on the project, and an officer of each such bidder or subcontractor 
under the bidder shall certify under oath and in writing on a weekly basis that they are, in 
compliance with such obligations. If requested, each such bidder or subcontractor under the 
bidder shall provide, within 30 days of said request, any documentation necessary to support a 
weekly certification.    
 

(c) Any bidder or subcontractor under the bidder who fails to comply with any one of 
obligations (1) through (6) as set forth in paragraph (a) above for period of time shall be, at the 
sole discretion of the mayor, subject to one or more of the following sanctions:   
 

(1) Cessation of work on the project until compliance is obtained;   
 

(2) Withholding of payment due under any contract or subcontract until compliance is 
obtained;   
 

(3) Permanent removal from any further work on the project;   
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(4) Liquidated damages payable to the city in the amount of five  (5) percent of the dollar 

value of the contract.   
 

(d) In addition to the sanctions outlined in paragraph (c) above, a general bidder or contractor 
shall be equally liable for the violations of its subcontractor, with the exception of violations 
arising from work performed pursuant to subcontracts that are subject to Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 149, Section 44F. Any contractor or subcontractor who has been determined to 
have violated any of the obligations set forth in paragraphs (a) and (b) above shall be barred 
from performing any work on any future projects for six  (6) months for a first violation, for three  
(3) years for a second violation, and permanently for a third violation.   
 

(e) The provisions of the section shall not apply to construction projects for which the low 
general bid was less than one hundred thousand dollars ($100,00.00) or to work performed 
pursuant to subcontracts that are subject to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 149, Section 
44F and that were bid for less than twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000.00) or to re-bids for 
construction projects for which the city receives fewer than three  (3) qualified general contract 
bidders in the original bid. 

    
(f) Prior to bid opening, all bidders and all subcontractors under the bidder must provide 

documentation that they are incompliance with the provisions of this ordinance. 
 

(g) All pre-bid qualification applications, compliance documentation and weekly certification for 
a particular project shall be made available to the city council or Committee thereof upon request 
by a majority vote; except that no such application or documentation shall be made available 
until after the bid has been awarded. 
 

(h) If any provision of this ordinance, or the application of such provision to any person or 
circumstances, shall be enjoined or held to be invalid, the remaining provisions of this ordinance, 
or the application of such provisions to persons or circumstances, other than that which is 
enjoined or held invalid shall not be affected hereby.   
(Ord. of 10-9-97, § 1; Ord. of 5-22-03, §§ 1-3) 
 
Secs. 10-78,10-79. Reserved.   
 

ARTICLE III. BOARD OF ASSESSORS* 
 
Sec. 10-80. Election; term.   
 
(a) There shall be a board of assessors consisting of three  (3) members elected by and from the 
registered voters of the city.   
 
(b) Biennially at the municipal election, one assessor shall be elected for a term of six  (6) years.   
(Code 1963, § 3-601) 

Charter reference-For relevant provisions, see Char. 1847, § 10.  
State Law Reference Provided in Acts 1921, Ch. 46, § 3, which act was accepted by the city.   

 
Sec. 10-81. Oath.  
 

Assessors and assistant assessors before entering upon the performance of their duties shall 
take the oath set forth in Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 41, section 29.   
(Code 1963, § 3-602)   
 
Sec. 10-82. Organization.  
 

The assessors shall meet as soon as practicable after the first Monday in January to select a 
chairperson and clerk.   
                                                 
* State law reference – Assessment of local taxes, M.G.L.A. c. 59. 
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(Code 1963, § 3-603)   
 
Sec. 10-83. Vacancy on board.  
 

In case of a vacancy in the board of assessors, the city council shall elect a suitable person to 
fill said vacancy temporarily until the first Monday in January following the next regular municipal 
election. The vacancy shall be permanently filled at such regular municipal election for the 
balance of the unexpired term.   
(Code 1963, § 3-604)  

Charter Reference See Char. 1847 as to filling vacancy.  
State Law Reference-M.G.L.A. c. 41, § 30A states: "A vacancy in the office of assessor shall 

not divest or suspend the authority and powers of the remaining assessors, notwithstanding any 
provisions of special law making mandatory the filling of vacancies."   
 
Sec. 10-84. Making out and delivery of tax lists.  
 

The board of assessors shall make out and deliver to the collector of taxes, on or before the 
first day of June in each year, lists of all taxes assessed, together with a warrant for the collection 
of the sums named therein.   
(Code 1963, § 3-605)  
 
Sec. 10-85. Statement of amount of tax lists to be given auditor.  
 

The board of assessors shall render to the city auditor at the time it delivers any tax list to. the 
collector of taxes, a statement of the amount of such tax list so far as the amounts thereof have 
not been included in any statement previously made to such auditor. Such statement shall also 
include the amount of taxes which have been abated during each month, giving the year in which 
the taxes abated were laid.   
( Code 1963, § 3-606)   
 
Sec. 10-86. Tax bills.  
 

After the delivery of the tax lists to the collector of taxes, the collector shall promptly issue tax 
bills, at the expense of the city, to each person assessed. Said tax bills shall, in addition to the 
other requirements of law, state the amount of personal property and real estate taxes. Bills for 
personal property and real property taxes shall be rendered on or before the first of October. At 
least one-half of said taxes is due and payable on rendition of the bill. The unpaid balance is due 
and payable on or before April first. Interest at the rate specified by statute will be added to all 
personal property and real property taxes remaining unpaid after the date provided by statute. 
Before the first day of January, a demand notice for which two dollars ($2.00) will be charged, 
will issue to each delinquent. Fourteen  (14) days after the issuance of such demand notice the 
collector will proceed to collect such taxes and all legal costs according to law. Such tax bill is a 
demand for said tax by the collector of taxes.  

State Law Reference-See M.G.L.A. c. 59, § 57 as to interest.   
 
Sec. 10-87. Summons from collector when taxes not paid.  
 

The collector of taxes may cause a summons to be served upon all persons whose taxes are 
not paid by the first day of January, for all sums then owing and due to city.   
(Code 1963, § 4-119)   
 
Sec. 10-88. Report of estates improved by betterments.  
 

Whenever betterments are to be assessed in the laying out, altering or widening of streets, or 
for any purpose except for sewers and sidewalks, the board of assessors, upon the written 
request of the mayor or council, shall state in writing the estates specially benefited by said 
improvement and the amount in their opinion of the benefit thereto.   
(Code 1963, § 3-608)   
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Sec. 10-89. Certificate of abatement forwarded to collector.  
 

The board of assessors shall forthwith forward to the collector of taxes all certificates of 
abatement allowed by it.   
(Code 1963, § 3-607)  
 
Sec. 10-90. Salary of the board of assessors.  
 

The members of the board of assessors shall receive for all services an annual base rate of 
twenty thousand, two hundred ninety-one dollars ($20,291.00), and the chairman shall receive 
an annual base rate of twenty-seven thousand fifty-four dollars ($27,054.00).   
(Ord. of 12-15-94, § 1; Ord. of 9-11-97, § 1)  
 
Sec. 10-91.  Administrative Assistant to the Board of Assessors; duties, responsibilities. 
 
 There shall be an administrative assistant to the Board of Assessors who shall have charge and 
control of the assessing department, shall be devoted to the duties of the department and shall 
have all the powers and perform all the duties of assessors of cities in accordance and in 
compliance with Massachusetts General Laws, except as otherwise provided herein, and in 
addition shall: 
 

1. Coordinate, administer, and supervise all non-elected employees in the assessing 
department in the provision of all services and activities of such department. 

 
2. Establish full and fair cash valuations and classifications of all property, real and personal, 

on an annual basis in conformity with the General Laws relating thereto. 
 

3. Provide for the custody, control, confidentiality, and security of all documents, materials, 
records, or information, in whatever form, of the assessing department, including without 
limitation the records of the board of assessors. 

 
4. Review every application for abatement or exemption of taxes and excises.  The 

administrative assistant shall submit his/her recommendation in writing to the board of 
assessors for action thereon.  Said board may grant or deny the abatement as 
recommended, or substitute another amount.  If an application for abatement or 
exemption is not granted or denied as provided for above prior to the expiration of three 
months from the date of filing such application, it shall be deemed to be denied for all 
purposes including those of section sixty-four of chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws. 

 
5. Possess exclusive authority, subject to all general or special laws or local ordinances 

relating thereto, to initiate, negotiate and execute on behalf of the assessing department 
all contracts for goods and services relating to the assessing function of the city. 

 
6. Conduct investigations and studies on all matters relating to the valuation, assessment, 

abatement and exemption of properties. 
 

7. Make reports and recommendations to the board of assessors, mayor and city council 
concerning valuation, assessment, abatement and exemption policies to promote economy 
and efficiency in assessment administration. 

 
8. Represent the city before judicial and administrative bodies on all matters related to the 

administration and enforcement of the duties and responsibilities of the assessing 
department. 

 
9. Develop, implement and maintain uniform systems, controls and procedures, consistent 

with local ordinances and regulations or policies prescribed by the financial officers of the 
city, for all financial activities of the assessing department. 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
 

10. Develop and prepare a detailed, annual budget and spending plan for the assessing 
department. 

 
11. Make rules with the approval of the city council and the mayor for the administration of 

the provisions contained in this section. 
 

12. Possess such other powers and duties as the mayor and city council may, from time to 
time, direct. 

 
13. The administrative assistant shall appoint all assistants and other employees necessary to 

carry out the work of the assessing department in accordance with the provisions of 
Chapter 31 of the M.G.L., and shall also report directly to the Chief Financial Officer or 
Mayor if there is no Chief Financial Officer of the City of New Bedford. 

 
14. The administrative assistant shall not approve any abatement in settlement or other 

disposition of a complaint filed by an aggrieved person with the Appellate Tax Board 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 59, Section 69 without first having 
submitted a recommendation to the Board of Assessors for their action thereon.  The 
Board may grant or deny the settlement or disposition as recommended or substitute 
another amount. (Ord. of 8-22-06; § 1) 

 
Sec. 10-92. Appointment; term; qualification of administrative assistant. 
 
 The administrative assistant shall be a resident of the city of New Bedford, appointed by the 
mayor, with the approval of the city council, for a term of five years.  Said assistant shall have a 
bachelor’s degree from an accredited four year college or university with major course work in 
accounting, finance, business or public administration, economics, statistics, real estate, 
computer science, engineering or mathematics and not less than five years of paid, full-time 
experience in the public or private sector where the primary task involved the assessment or 
appraisal of real property, two years of which were in mass appraisal or assessment 
administration; provided, however, that possession of any one or more of the following 
certificates or memberships may be substituted for the bachelor’s degree requirement: (1) 
Certified Massachusetts Assessor, (2) Certified Appraisal Evaluation, (3) Designated member of 
Society of Real Estate Appraisers, (4) Designated member of the American Institute of Real 
Estate Appraisers, or any other professional designations which qualify a candidate to perform the 
duties of administrative assistant.  The provisions of this subsection may be waived by the mayor, 
with the approval of a two-thirds vote of the city council, if the mayor determines that there is no 
reasonable expectation that qualified persons will be able and willing to accept appointment as 
administrative assistant; provided, however, that a waiver granted pursuant to this subsection 
must be renewed annually.  If such waiver is not presented to the city council by the first 
regularly scheduled meeting of the city council in April, then such administrative assistant shall 
cease to hold office.  The waiver provided for herein shall be granted for not more than three 
consecutive times to each person. (Ord. of 8-22-06; § 1) 
 
Sec. 10-93. Department open. 
 
 The assessing department shall remain open to the public Monday through Friday during 
normal business hours except legal holidays. (Ord. of 8-22-06; § 1) 
 
Secs. 10-94-10-99. Reserved.   
 
 

ARTICLE IV BEQUESTS, GIFTS AND TRUST FUNDS 
 
Sec. 10-100. Board of trustees-General.  
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There shall be five (5) trustees, nominated by the mayor and confirmed by the city 

council, to have the management, direction, and control of all bequests and trust funds of the 
city, unless otherwise provided by law, ordinance or terms of the bequest, gift or trust. Said 
trustees shall constitute the board of trustees of bequests, gifts and trust funds of the city. (Ord. 
of 4-1-04, § 1)  

 
Each trustee shall serve for a term of three  (3) years, their terms to be staggered so that 

the term of one trustee shall expire each year. Annually in the month of April, the mayor shall 
appoint, subject to confirmation by the city council, one person to serve as a member of said 
board of trustees.   
(Code 1963, § 3-2001) 
 
Sec. 10-101. Same-Duty.  
 

It shall be the duty of the trustees to cause the several funds under their charge to be carefully 
invested in securities, except personal securities, in which funds of savings banks may by law be 
invested, the income thereof credited to its proper fund and paid into the city treasury.   
( Code 1963, § 3-2002)   
 
Sec. 10-102. Same-Reports to council.  
 

Said trustees shall, annually in January, make a report to the city council setting forth in detail 
the state of each fund and the investment of the same. Said report shall be printed and bound in 
the city documents.   
( Code 1963, § 3-2003)   
 
Sec. 10-103. Treasurer of bequests, gifts and trust funds.  
 

The city treasurer shall be treasurer, ex officio, of the bequests, gifts and trust funds, and such 
officers duty, so far as is applicable, shall be the same in respect thereto as to other financial 
affairs of the city. The treasurer shall keep distinct and separate accounts of the principal and 
income of said funds, shall properly credit the receipt of income and report the same to the city 
auditor.   
(Code 1963, § 3-208)   
 
Sec. 10-104. Designation of certain bequests.  
 

The bequest of Sylvia Ann Howland of $100,000.00 shall be known and designated as the 
Sylvia Ann Howland Educational and Library Fund; the donation of George Howland, Jr., of 
1,600.00 as the George Howland Jr., Library Fund; the bequest of Charles W Morgan of 
$1,000.00 as the Charles W Morgan Library Fund; the donation of James B. Congdon of $500.00 
as the James B. Congdon Library Fund; the bequest of Oliver Crocker of $1,000.00 as the Oliver 
Crocker Library Fund; the bequest of George O. Crocker of $10,000.00 as the George O. Crocker 
Library Fund; the bequest of Elizabeth T. Wood of $2,000.00 as the Charles L. Wood Library 
Fund; the donation of Jonathan Bourne of $1,000.00 as the Jonathan Bourne School Fund; and 
the bequest of Sarah E. Potter of $250,000.00 as the Kempton Fund, the gift of Sarah E. Potter.   
(Code 1963, § 3-2004)  

Note-The Edward Denham Library Fund was relinquished; the Charles Kwiatkowski Fund was 
terminated.   
 
Sec. 10-105. Expenditures of certain bequests by library trustees.  
 

The trustees of the Free Public Library, subject to the city's method governing the expenditure 
of city funds, shall have authority to expend such income as may be received from the Charles W. 
Morgan Library Fund, George Howland, Jr., Library Fund, James B. Congdon Library Fund, Oliver 
Crocker Library Fund, George O. Crocker Library Fund, Charles L. Wood Library Fund, Kempton 
Fund, the gift of Sarah E. Potter, Frederick S. Allen Library Fund, Susan Jones Library Fund, 
Florence Waite Library Fund, Patty Wilcox Library Fund; and so much of the income from the 
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Sylvia Ann Howland Educational and Library Fund as may from time to time be directed by the 
city council. All expenditures therefrom to be for the purposes and in strict accordance with the 
conditions, restrictions and limitations specified in the several bequests and donations.   
(Code 1963, § 3-2005)  

Cross Reference Use of appropriations by library trustees, § 14-5.   
 
Sec. 10-106. Elizabeth B. Mackie Fund.  
 

The city accepts the legacy of $1,000.00 bequeathed to the board of trustees of the Free Public 
Library of New Bedford in section 8 of the last will of Mrs. Elizabeth B. Mackie, later of said New 
Bedford, the income thereof to be paid to the board of trustees of the Free Public Library of New 
Bedford.  
 
The board of trustees of bequests, gifts and trust funds of the city is hereby authorized and 
directed to receive for the city the legacy bequeathed to the board of trustees of the Free Public 
Library of New Bedford by section 8 of said will and to manage direct and control said legacy in 
accordance with the provisions of said will and of law and ordinance.  
 

This bequest shall be known as the Elizabeth B. Mackie Fund.   
(Code 1963, § 3-2006)  
Annotation-See Trustees of the Public Library of Melrose v City of Melrose et al., 316 Mass. 584 
(1994).  
 
Sec. 10-107. Ellen R. Hathaway Playground Fund-Acceptance by city.  
 

The city accepts the legacy of $5,000.00 bequeathed under the will of Ellen R. Hathaway, late 
of New Bedford, the bequest to be known and designated as the Ellen R. Hathaway Playground 
Fund, to be held, in accordance with the terms of the will, "as a permanent fund and the income 
therefrom used for the care, maintenance and improvement of the playground bounded by Union 
and Court Streets and Newton and Tremont Streets in New Bedford, given to the city by my 
mother, Ellen R. Hathaway. Whatever portion of said income is not used for the aforesaid 
purposes shall be used for the employment of directors," said income thereof to be paid to the 
board of park commissioners of the city having custody of the Hathaway playground, to be 
expended in accordance with provisions of the will as herein set forth. (Code 1963, § 3-2007)   
 
Sec. 10-108. Same-Authority of board.  
 

The board of trustees of bequests, gifts and trust funds of the city is hereby authorized to 
receive for said city the sum, mentioned in section 10-107, bequeathed to it, with accrued 
interest, to manage, direct and control the same in accordance with the terms of the will and of 
this section. (Code 1963, § 3-2008)   
 
Sec. 10-109. Frederick Slocum Allen Fund.  
 

The city accepts the legacy of $1,000.00 bequeathed to the city in trust for the Free Public 
Library under paragraph 6, clause 2 of the will of George H. H. Allen, the income thereof to be 
paid to the board of trustees of the Free Public Library of the city for the purchase of books and 
articles of interest having reference to the whaling industry.  

 
The board of trustees of bequests, gifts and trust funds is hereby authorized and directed to 

receive for said city the legacy bequeathed to the city by the sixth clause of the aforementioned 
will and to manage, direct and control said legacy in accordance with the provisions of law and 
said will.  

 
This bequest shall be known as the Frederick Slocum Allen Fund, and all additions made to the 

library by reason of this fund shall be suitably marked showing the sources of the purchase from 
said fund. (Code 1963, § 3-2010)   
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Sec. 10-110. Florence L. Waite Fund.  
 

The city accepts the legacy of $2,000.00 under the twenty-sixth clause, and the bequest of 
one-eighth of all the rest, residue and remainder under the twenty-eighth clause of the will of 
Florence L. Waite, late of New Bedford, Massachusetts. The board of trustees of bequests, gifts 
and trust funds is hereby authorized and directed to receive for said city the aforesaid legacy and 
bequest, and to use and expend said legacy and bequest under the direction of the trustees of the 
New Bedford Free Public Library for the benefit of said public library.  
 

This legacy and bequest shall be known as the Florence L. Waite Fund. (Code 1963, § 3-2011)   
 
Sec. 10-111. William L. R. Gifford Fund.  
 

The city accepts the legacy of $500.00 bequeathed to the board of trustees of the Free Public 
Library of New Bedford in the will of William L. R. Gifford.  

 
The board of trustees of bequests, gifts and trust funds is hereby authorized and directed to 

receive for said city the aforesaid legacy and to use and expend said legacy and bequest under 
the direction of the trustees of the New Bedford Free Public Library for the purposes set forth in 
the will. (Code 1963, § 3-2013)   
 
Sec. 10-112. Elizabeth C. Carter Brooks Prize Fund.  
 

The City of New Bedford accepts the legacy of $3,000.00 bequeathed to the public school 
department of the City of New Bedford, Massachusetts, under the ninth article of the will of 
Elizabeth C. Carter Brooks.  

 
The board of trustees of bequests, gifts and trust funds is hereby authorized and directed to 

receive for said city the aforesaid legacy and the school committee of New Bedford shall have 
authority, in accordance with decree of the probate court dated April 6, 1953, to direct the 
expenditure of the income of said legacy annually for the purposes and in accordance with the 
conditions, restrictions and limitations set forth in said will.  

 
The bequest shall be known as the Elizabeth C. Carter Brooks Prize Fund. (Code 1963, § 3-

2014)   
 
Sec. 10-113. Elwyn G. Campbell Teacher Scholarship Fund-Initial gift.  
 

The city accepts the gift of $3,000.00 given to the public school department of the city by Mrs. 
Elwyn G. Campbell.  

 
The board of trustees of bequests, gifts and trust funds is hereby authorized and directed to 

receive for said city the aforesaid gift, and a committee consisting of the superintendent of the 
New Bedford Public Schools, the principal of the New Bedford High School and the principal of the 
Elwyn G. Campbell Elementary School shall have authority in accordance with a written 
instrument dated April 7, 1959, to direct the expenditure of the income of said legacy annually for 
the purpose and in accordance with the conditions, restrictions and limitations set forth in said 
written instrument.  

 
The gift shall be known as the Elwyn G. Campbell Teacher Scholarship Fund. (Code 1963, § 3-

2015)   
 
Sec. 10-114. Same-Additional gift.  
 

The city accepts the gift of $200.00 given to the public school department of the city by Mrs. 
Elywn G. Campbell, said gift to be added to and administered in accordance with the provisions of 
section 10-113. (Code 1963, § 3-2015A; Ord. of 9-11-69)  
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Sec. 10-115. Patty Wilcox Fund.  
 

The city accepts the legacy of $5,000.00 bequeathed to the New Bedford Public Library under 
the eleventh clause of the will of the late Patty Wilcox of New Bedford, the income thereof to be 
paid to the board of trustees of the Free Public Library of New Bedford for the purchase of books 
of travel.  

 
The board of trustees of bequests, gifts and trust funds is hereby authorized and directed to 

receive for said city the legacy bequeathed to the New Bedford Public Library by the eleventh 
clause of the aforementioned will and to manage, direct and control said legacy in accordance 
with the provisions of law and said will.  

 
This bequest shall be known as the Patty Wilcox Fund. (Code 1963, § 3-2009)   

 
Sec. 10-116. Etta M. Abbott Smead, Cook School Fund.  
 

The city accepts the legacy of $1,000.00 under the sixth paragraph of the sixth clause of the 
will of Etta M. Abbott Smead and any additional amount under the fourteenth paragraph of said 
sixth clause of said will of Etta M. Abbott Smead, late of said New Bedford.  

 
The board of trustees of bequests, gifts and trust funds is hereby authorized and directed to 

receive for said city the aforesaid legacy, and the school committee of New Bedford, subject to 
the city's method governing the expenditure of city funds, shall have authority to expend the 
income of said legacy for the purposes and in accordance with the conditions, restrictions and 
limitations set forth in said will.  

 
This legacy shall be known and designated as the Etta M. Abbott Smead, Cook School Fund.   

(Code 1963, § 3-2012)   
 
Sec. 10-117. Susan G. W. Jones Fund.  
 

The city accepts the legacy of $11,562.81 bequeathed to the city to be held and invested as a 
permanent fund for the use of the New Bedford Free Public Library, to be applied in the purchase 
of books and equipment under the fifth clause of the last will of Susan G. W. Jones, late of New 
Bedford, the income thereof to be paid to the board of trustees of the Free Public Library of New 
Bedford.  

 
The board of trustees of bequests, gifts and trust funds is hereby authorized and directed to 

receive for the city the aforesaid gift and to manage, direct and control said legacy in accordance 
with the provisions of said will and of law and ordinance.  

 
This bequest shall be known as the Susan G. W. Jones Fund. (Code 1963, § 3-2016)   

 
Sec. 10-118. Beatrice Cassie Mosgrove Fund.  
 

The city accepts the legacy of $15,000.00 bequeathed to the city under the sixth clause of the 
will of Beatrice Cassie Mosgrove and any additional amount which shall be forthcoming to New 
Bedford under said sixth clause.  
 

The board of trustees of bequests, gifts and trust funds is hereby authorized and directed to 
receive for said city the aforesaid legacy and to manage said legacy in accordance with the 
provisions of this article, and the school department of the City of New Bedford shall have 
authority to expend said legacy, and the income thereof, for the purpose of purchasing 
kindergarten materials in accordance with the provisions of the sixth clause of said will.  

This bequest shall be known as the Beatrice Cassie Mosgrove Fund. (Code 1963, § 3-2017)   
 
Sec. 10-119. Edith C. Wollison Memorial Fund.  
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The city accepts the gift $1,000.00, given to the public school department of the city by the 

family and friends of the late Edith C. Wollison.  
 
The board of trustees of bequests, gifts and trust funds is hereby authorized and directed to 

receive for said city the aforesaid gift and to manage said gift in accordance with the provisions of 
this article, and the person in direct charge of the Latin Department of the New Bedford High 
School shall have authority to direct that up to $50.00 from the annual income produced by said 
gift and the principal thereof be used for the purchase of an appropriate annual award, or awards, 
to be given to a student, or students, of the New Bedford High School for outstanding 
achievement in the study of Latin for three  (3) years.  

 
In the event that the study of Latin is discontinued at the New Bedford High School, the 

principal of the New Bedford High School is authorized to direct that up to $50.00 from the annual 
income produced by said gift and the principal thereof be used for the purchase of an appropriate 
annual award, or awards, to be given to a student, or students, of the New Bedford High School 
for outstanding achievement in the study of a language, or languages, for three  (3) years.  

 
The award, or awards, made under the provisions of this section shall be designated as the 

Edith C. Wollison Memorial Senior Latin Award or in the event that the study of Latin is 
discontinued at the New Bedford High School, the award, or awards, shall be designated as the 
Edith C. Wollison Memorial Senior Language Award.  

 
This gift shall be known as the Edith C. Wollison Memorial Fund. (Code 1963, § 3-2018; Ord. of 

2-9-67)   
 
Sec. 10-120. A. Melissa Girrioer Fund.  
 

The city accepts the legacy of $35,482.82 bequeathed to the city under the residuary clause of 
the will of A. Melissa Girrioer, to be used for maintenance of animals and buildings in Buttonwood 
Park, New Bedford, Massachusetts.  

 
Such fund, as long as it exists, shall be deposited in a separate fund or account and shall be 

known as the "A. Melissa Girrioer Fund." Management and control of such fund is hereby vested 
in the board of park commissioners. Said board shall have the authority to expend said  
legacy, and/or any income thereof, for the maintenance of the animals and buildings at the 
Buttonwood Park Zoo, said expenditures to be made in accordance with the law and ordinances of 
the city.   
( Ord. of 8-19-82, § 1)  

Editor's Note-An ordinance of Aug. 19, 1982, § 1, amended the 1963 Code with the addition 
of a new § 3-2019. Inclusion as § 10-120 of this Code was at the editor's discretion.   
 
Sec. 10-121. Bernard A. Perry Fund.  
 

The city accepts the legacy of $1,000 bequeathed to the New Bedford Public Library under the 
sixth article of the will of the late Ethel L. Perry of Providence, Rhode Island, the income thereof 
to be paid to the board of trustees of the Free Public Library of New Bedford, to be used for the 
purpose of purchasing books and literature on whaling and oceanography.  

 
The board of trustees of bequests, gifts, and trust funds is hereby authorized and directed to 

receive for said city, the legacy bequeathed to the New Bedford Public Library, and to manage, 
direct, and control said legacy in accordance with the provisions of said will and of law and 
ordinance.  

 
This bequest shall be known as the Bernard A. Perry Fund.   

(Ord. of 2-23-84, § 1)   
 
Sec. 10-122. Ida Tucker Fund.  
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The City of New Bedford accepts the legacy of $11,189.12 to the board of park commissioners 

of the City of New Bedford under the fifth clause of the will of Ida Tucker, to be used for the care 
and maintenance of the animals at the Buttonwood Park Zoo.  

 
Such fund, as long as it exists, shall be deposited in a separate fund or account and shall be 

known as the "Ida Tucker Fund." Management and control of such fund is hereby vested in the 
board of park commissioners. Said board shall have the authority to expend said legacy, and/or 
the income thereof, for the care and maintenance of the animals at the Buttonwood Park Zoo, 
said expenditures to be made in accordance with the law and ordinances of the city.   
(Ord. of 1-9-86, § 1)   
 
Sec. 10-123. Concerned Parents of Taylor School Scholarship Trust Fund.  
 

The city accepts the gifts of $20,000.00 given to the city by the Concerned Parents of Taylor 
School.  

 
The board of trustees of bequests, gifts and trust funds is hereby authorized and directed to 

receive for said city the aforesaid gift to be known as "Concerned Parents of Taylor School 
Scholarship Trust Fund" and to manage said gift in accordance with the provisions of this article 
and the school committee of New Bedford shall have authority to and shall direct the expenditure 
of the income and principal of said gift annually for scholarships in accordance with the 
conditions, restrictions and limitations set forth below. The Concerned Parents of Taylor School 
Scholarship Committee shall each year provide a list of scholarship recipients for approval by the 
school committee prior to disbursal.  
 

Scholarships shall be awarded to applicants in accordance with the following conditions, 
restrictions and limitations:  

  
(1) Scholarships shall be awarded without regard to financial need or academic achievement; 

and   
 

(2) Scholarships shall be awarded only to applicants who attended Taylor Elementary School 
for a period of at least three  (3) years during the years commencing September 1986 to 
and ending June 1997; and   

 
 
(3) Scholarships shall be awarded only to applicants who graduated or will graduate from high 

school during the years 1998 through 2007 inclusive and who are attending or will attend 
college; and   

 
(4) Each applicant shall be eligible to receive a scholarship only in the year of his or her 

graduation from high school except that applicants who graduated in the years 1998, 1999 
and 2000 shall be awarded scholarships in June 2001. Applicants who graduate from high 
school in 2001 and thereafter shall be awarded scholarships in June of each year.  

 
The total of all scholarships awarded for each year shall be in the sum of $2,000.00 plus 

interest earned to January 1 of the year in which the scholarships are awarded. The amount of 
each individual scholarship awarded shall be equal to $2,000.00 plus accumulated interest divided 
by the total number of scholarships awarded in that particular year. For the scholarships awarded 
in the year 2007, any balance remaining in the fund shall be awarded equally as additional 
scholarship to all eligible applicants for that year.  
 

This section shall terminate with the exhaustion of the trust fund as provided herein.   
(Ord. of 12-19-00, § § 1)   
 
Sec. 10-124. Olive King Grimes Fund.  
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The city accepts the legacy of $5,000.00 bequeathed to the New Bedford Public Library 

under the third article of the will of the late Olive King Grimes of St. Petersburg, Florida.  
 
The board of trustees of bequests, gifts, and trusts is hereby authorized and directed to 

receive for said city, the legacy bequeathed to the New Bedford Public Library, and to manage, 
direct, and control said legacy in accordance with the provisions of said will and of law and 
ordinance.  

 
This bequest shall be known as the Olive King Grimes Fund.   

(Ord. of 5-10-01, § 1) 
 
Sec. 10-125.  Mary C. Miranda Fund. 
 
 The city accepts the legacy of thirty one thousand, two hundred ninety dollars and sixty-six 
cents ($31,290.66) bequeathed to the New Bedford Public Library under Article One, section 
2(c)2 of the trust of the late Mary C. Miranda of Deltona, Florida. 
 
 The board of trustees of bequests, gifts, and trusts is hereby authorized and directed to receive 
for said city, the legacy bequeathed to the New Bedford Public Library, and to manage, direct and 
control said legacy in accordance with the provisions of said trust and of law and ordinance.  This 
bequest shall be known as the Mary C. Miranda Fund. 
(Ord. of 5-23-02, § 1) 
 

Chapter 11 
 

FIRE PREVENTION* 
 
Sec. 11-1. Code-Adopted.  
 

There is hereby adopted by the city for the purpose of prescribing regulations governing 
conditions hazardous to life and property from fire or explosion, that certain code known as, the 
National Fire Protection Association Code, as amended, and the whole thereof, save and except 
such portions as may hereinafter be deleted, modified or amended, of which code not less than 
three  (3) copies have been and now are filed in the office of the city clerk, and the same is 
hereby adopted and incorporated as fully as if set out at length herein, and from the date on 
which this section shall take effect, the provisions thereof shall be controlling within the limits of 
the city. (Code 1963, § 8-401; Ord. of 2-8-73, § 1; Ord. of 10-12-89, § 1)  

State Law Reference-M.G.L.A. c. 148 and state building code.   
 
Sec. 11-2. Same-Definitions. 
   

(a) Wherever the word "municipality" is used in the fire prevention code, it shall mean this 
city. 
   

(b) Wherever the term "corporation counsel" is used in the fire prevention code, it shall mean 
the attorney for the city.  (Code 1963, § 8-403; Ord. of 2-8-73, § 1)   
 
Sec. 11-3. Same-Modifications.  
 

The city fire marshal shall have power to modify any of the provisions of the fire prevention 
code upon application in writing by the owner or lessee, or the owner's or lessee's duly authorized 
agent, when there are practical difficulties in the way of carrying out the strict letter of the code, 

                                                 
* Cross references – Fire department, § 19-120 et seq.; duties of chief as to construction, § 19-
133; auxiliary connected fire alarm system, § 6-100 et seq.; bonfires on streets, § 22-8; burning 
of garbage, § 12-46. 
   State law reference – Fire prevention, M.G.L.A. c. 148. 
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provided that the spirit of the code shall be observed, public safety secured, and substantial 
justice done. The particulars of such modifications when granted or allowed and the decision of 
the city fire marshal thereon shall be entered upon the records of the department and a signed 
copy shall be furnished the applicant. (Code 1963, § 8-408; Ord. of 2-8-73, § 1; Ord. of 6-9-88, 
§ 1)   
 
Sec. 11-4. Same-Penalties. 
   

(a) Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of the code hereby adopted or fail to 
comply therewith, or who shall violate or fail to comply with any order made thereunder, or who 
shall build in violation of any detailed statement of specifications or plans submitted and approved 
thereunder, or any certificate or permit issued thereunder, and from which no appeal has been 
taken, or who shall fail to comply with such an order as affirmed or modified by the fire 
prevention bureau or by a court of competent jurisdiction, within the time fixed herein, shall 
severally for each such violation and noncompliance respectively, be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
punishable by a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) nor more than fifty dollars 
($50.00) for each day said offense continues. The imposition of one penalty for any violation shall 
not excuse the violation or permit it to continue; and all such persons shall be required to correct 
or remedy such violations or defects within a reasonable time; and when not otherwise specified, 
each ten  (10) days that prohibited conditions are maintained shall constitute a separate offense.   
 

(b) The application of the above penalty shall not be held to prevent the enforced removal of 
prohibited conditions. (Code 1963, § 8-411; Ord. of 2-8-73, § 1)   
 
Sec. 11-5. Establishment and duties of bureau of fire prevention.  
  

(a) The fire prevention code shall be enforced by the bureau of fire prevention in the fire 
department of the city. Such bureau shall be operated under the supervision of the chief of the 
fire department.   

 
(b) The city fire marshal shall be appointed by the mayor on the basis of examination to 

determine such officer's qualifications. The appointment shall continue during good behavior and 
satisfactory service, and such officer shall not be removed from office except for cause after 
public hearing.  

 
(c) The chief of the fire department may detail such members of the fire department as 

inspectors as shall from time to time be necessary. The chief of the fire department shall 
recommend to the mayor the employment of technical inspectors, who, when such authorization 
is made shall be selected through an examination to determine their fitness for the position. The 
examination shall be open to members of the fire department, and appointments made after 
examination shall be for an indefinite term with removal only for cause.  

  
(d) A report of the bureau of fire prevention shall be made annually and transmitted to the 

mayor; it shall contain all proceedings under the fire prevention code, with such statistics as the 
chief of the fire department may wish to include therein; the chief of the fire department shall 
also recommend any amendments to the code which, in such chief's judgment, shall be desirable.   
(Code 1963, § 8-402; Ord. of 2-8-73, § 1; Ord. of 6-9-88, § 1)   
 
Sec. 11-6. New materials, processes or occupancies which may require permits.  
 

The inspector of buildings, the chief of the fire department and the city fire marshal shall 
act as a committee to determine and specify, after giving affected persons an opportunity to be 
heard, any new materials, processes or occupancies, which shall require permits, in addition to 
those now enumerated in said code. The city fire marshal shall post such list in a conspicuous 
place in such officer's office, and distribute copies thereof to interested persons.   

(Code 1963, § 8-410; Ord. of 2-8-73, § 1; Ord. of 6-9-88, § 1; Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 11-7. Appeals.  
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In any case where the city fire marshall shall disapprove an application or refuse to grant a 
permit applied for, or when it is claimed that the provisions of the code do not apply or that the 
true intent and meaning of the code have been misconstrued or wrongly interpreted, the 
applicant may appeal from the decision of the city fire marshal to the chief of the fire department 
and the state fire marshal within ten  (10) days from the date of the decision appealed.   
(Code 1963, § 8-409; Ord. of 2-8-73, § 1; Ord. of 6-9-88, § 1)   
 
Sec. 11-8. Establishment of limits of districts in which storage of explosives and 
blasting agents, and of flammable liquids in outside aboveground tanks is to be 
prohibited. 
   

(a) In reference to sections 12.5b, 16.22a and 16.61, or analogous sections in a current 
edition, of the fire prevention code, the bureau of fire prevention shall establish the limits and 
make rules and regulations for the keeping, storage, use, manufacture, sale, handling, 
transportation or other disposition of gunpowder, dynamite, crude petroleum or any of its 
products, or explosive or inflammable fluids or compounds, tablets, torpedoes or any explosives 
of a like nature, or any other explosives, fireworks, firecrackers, or any substance having such 
properties that it may spontaneously, or acting under the influence of any contiguous substance, 
or of any chemical or physical agency, ignite or inflame or generate inflammable or explosive 
vapors or gases to a dangerous extent, and may prescribe the location, materials and 
construction of buildings to be used for any of the said purposes. Such rules and regulations shall 
require persons keeping, storing, using, selling, manufacturing, handling or transporting dynamite 
or other high explosives to make reports to the bureau of fire prevention in such particulars and 
in such detail that the quantity and location thereof will always be a matter of authentic record in 
the bureau.   
 

(b) No building or other structure shall be used for the keeping, storage, manufacture or sale 
of flammable or combustible liquids, unless granted a license according to the provisions of 
section 13 of Chapter 148 of Massachusetts General Laws.   
(Code 1963, § 8-404; Ord. of 2-8-73, § 1)   
 
Sec. 11-9. Establishment of limits in which bulk storage of liquefied petroleum gases is 
to be restricted.  
 

The limits referred to in section 21.6a or analogous section in a current edition, of the fire 
prevention code, in which bulk storage of liquefied petroleum gas is restricted are hereby 
established as follows: Limits will be determined in each individual case upon application for 
permit for bulk storage of liquefied petroleum gas.   
(Code 1963, § 8-405; Ord. of 2-8-73, § 1)  
 
Sec. 11-10. Establishment of motor vehicle routes for vehicles transporting explosives, 
blasting agents, hazardous chemicals or other dangerous articles.  
 

The routes referred to in sections 12.7m and 20.14, or analogous sections in a current edition, 
of the fire prevention code for vehicles transporting explosives, blasting agents and hazardous 
chemicals and other dangerous articles, are hereby established as follows: Specific routes will be 
designated in each individual case when application is made for permit to transport explosives, 
over the highways of the city.   
(Code 1963, § 8-406; Ord. of 2-8-73, § 1)   
 
Sec. 11-11. Establishment of fire lanes on private property devoted to public use.  
 

The fire lanes referred to in section 28.16, or analogous section in a current edition, of the fire 
prevention code, are hereby established as follows: In each instance the bureau of fire prevention 
shall set forth and describe the width and route of fire lanes on private property devoted to public 
use.   
(Code 1963, § 8-407; Ord. of 2-8-73, § 1)   
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Sec. 11-12. Home oxygen services.  
 

No individual, except individuals in a medical or nursing home facility, shall use oxygen 
cylinders, oxygen concentrators, and liquid oxygen containers used for respiratory therapy in their 
home unless registered with the city fire department and proper signs of the use thereof are 
displayed in such individual's home or apartment so as to be seen by the public. No seller or 
renter or provider of oxygen cylinders, oxygen concentrators, and liquid oxygen containers shall 
deliver such equipment unless the recipient is so registered with the city fire department and 
proper signs are displayed on the premises.   
(Ord. of 12-18-97, § 1)  

Cross Reference Penalty, § 17-18.  
 

Chapter 12  
 

HEALTH AND SANITATION* 
   
Art. 1. In General, § § 12.1-12-19   
Art. II. Littering Generally, § § 12-20-12-47   
 

Section 4.01 ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 
Sec. 12-1. Board of health-Membership; term.  
 

There shall be a board of health consisting of three (3) persons, one of whom shall be a doctor 
of medicine, and no one of whom shall be a member of the city council; and one of whom shall 
annually, in January, be appointed by the mayor subject to confirmation by the city council, for a 
term of three  (3) years next succeeding the first Monday in February.   
(Code 1963, § 3-801)  

Editor's Note-The city council rescinded the acceptance of M.G.L.A: c. 111, § 26A et seq., 
which had replaced the board of health with the health department.  

Charter Reference-As to board of health, see Char. 1847, § 3.   
 
Sec. 12-2. Same-Compensation as fixed.  
 

Members of the board of health shall receive such compensation as the city council may 
determine. (Code 1963, § 3-803)   
 
Sec. 12-3. Same-Removal of members.  
 

Any member of the board of health may be removed by the mayor for cause. (Code 1963, § 3-
802)   
 
Sec. 12-4. Same-Powers and responsibilities.  
 

In the exercise of its powers and the fulfilling of its responsibilities, the board of health shall:  
  
(1) Call upon any department, board, commission or officer of the city or of any authority or 

political subdivision of the commonwealth for such information as it may desire in the 
course of its duties.  

  
(2) Hold public hearings and establish rules of procedure governing the conduct of its hearings 

which shall be made available in printed form to each witness prior to such persons 
testimony. Witnesses shall have the right to be represented by counsel and shall before 
testifying be sworn. 

                                                 
* Cross references – Dogs prohibited in eating places, § 4-32; harbor pollution control, § 5-5. 
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(3) Solicit and accept for use, any gift of money or property made by will or otherwise, and 
any grant or loan of money, services or property from the federal government, the 
commonwealth or any political subdivision thereof or any private source.   

 
(4) Require by summons the attendance and testimony under oath of witnesses and the 

production before it of books, records and papers relating to any matter under 
investigation by it. (Code 1963, §,3-806; Ord. of 5-13-71, § 1)   

 
Sec. 12-5. Same-Investigation of nuisances.  
 

Whenever the board of health shall have cause to suspect that a nuisance exists in any house, 
cellar or enclosure, it, or its representative may demand entry therein in the daytime of the 
owner or occupier for the purpose of an examination.   
(Code 1963, § 3-804; Ord. of 12-9-65)  

Cross References-Authority over nuisances, etc., preserved, § 16-72; nuisances created by 
animals, § § 4-5, 4-40.  

State Law Reference-Nuisance abatement, M.G.L.A. c. 111, § 122 et seq.   
 
Sec. 12-6. Same-Investigation of abuse or damage to environment.   
 

(a) The board of health shall receive complaints relating to damage or abuse of the 
environment and upon the receipt of any such complaint shall take appropriate action itself or 
transmit it to the proper government agency. The board of health shall keep records concerning 
such complaints. If the complaint alleges that an agency, political subdivision or authority of the 
city is itself causing damage or abuse to the environment, the board may investigate said 
compliant, and if it is found that such damage or abuse has actually occurred, it may exercise 
such powers as are conferred upon it by subsections (b) and (c) of this section. 
   

(b) The board of health shall receive complaints relating to malfeasance or nonfeasance on the 
part of any agency or political subdivision of the city in fulfilling its statutory responsibilities to 
prevent or correct damage or abuse to the environment. Upon receipt of such complaint the 
board may investigate by calling for such records and information as it may desire. The board 
may also hold public hearings concerning said malfeasance or nonfeasance. The board shall report 
the findings of any such public hearings to the mayor, to the city council, or to the governor, to 
the general court and to any other public official whom it deems appropriate. Any such report 
shall be a public document.   
 

(c) The board may maintain actions in equity or for declaratory relief. The decision to maintain 
any such actions shall be made by the board.   

 
(d) The board may appear before any commission, board, department or agency of any city 

governmental body concerning any matter affecting the environment of the city. (Code 1963, § 3-
805; Ord. of 5-13-71, § 1)  

State Law Reference-As to state environmental code, see M.G.L.A. c. 21A, § 13.  
 
Sec. 12-7. City physician-Appointment.  
 

Annually in the month of April the mayor shall appoint, subject to confirmation by the city 
council, a city physician.  (Code 1963, § 1-601)  

Annotation-As to power of board of health to fix city physician's compensation, see Caw v. 
Ashley, 195 Mass. 173 (1907), 80 N.E. 790.   
 
Sec. 12-8. Same-Duties relating to contagious diseases.  
 

It shall be the duty of the city physician, in case of the prevalence or impending of any 
infectious or contagious disease within the city, to give to the mayor, the board of health, and the 
city council all such professional advice and counsel relating thereto as may be by them required.   
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(Code 1963, § 1-602)   
 
Sec. 12-9. Same-Other professional services. 
   

(a) The city physician shall perform all professional services that may be required in the 
various police stations of the city, and all professional services that may be required by the city 
solicitor's office in connection with industrial accidents, or heads of departments in carrying out 
the provisions of law relating to industrial accidents; and all such professional services as may be 
reasonably required of such physician by the mayor, city council or board of health.  
  

(b) The city physician shall, upon request of the mayor or the city council, submit a report on 
the number of city employees treated for work-related injuries during the previous calendar year, 
or any other specified period of time. The report shall contain such general statistical information 
as may be reasonably requested by the mayor or city council.  (Code 1963, § 1-603; Ord. of 12-
13-79, § 1)   
 
Sec. 12-10. Revocation of acceptance of "Health Department Act."  
 

The city, under authority granted to it by section 14 of Chapter 151 of the Acts of 1979, 
hereby revokes and rescinds its acceptance on May 10, 1956, by the city council, of the 
provisions of section 2 of Chapter 268 of the Acts of 1946 (General Laws, Chapter 111, Sections 
26A to 26E, inclusive) entitled "An Act Relative to the Replacement of a Board of Health of a City 
by a Health Department," pursuant to which acceptance there was to be created a health 
department in the city to replace the board of health. (Ord. of 8-21-80)  
 
Secs. 12-11-12-19. Reserved.  
 

ARTICLE II. LITTERING GENERALLY* 
 
Sec. 12-20. Definitions.  
 

For the purposes of this article, the following terms, phrases, words, and their derivations, 
shall have the meaning given herein. When not inconsistent with the context, words used in the 
present tense include the future, words in the plural number include the singular number, and 
words used in the singular number include the plural number. The word "shall" is always 
mandatory and not merely directory.  

 
Aircraft: Any contrivance now known or hereafter invented, used or designated for navigation 

or for flight in the air. The word "aircraft" shall include helicopters and lighter-than-air dirigibles 
and balloons.  

 
City: The City of New Bedford.  
 
Commercial handbill Any printed or written matter, any sample or device, dodger, circular, 

leaflet, pamphlet, paper, booklet, or any other printed or otherwise reproduced original or copies 
of any matter of literature:   
 

(1) Which advertises for sale any merchandise, product, commodity, or thing; or   
 

                                                 
* Editor’s note – An ordinance adopted March 24, 1983, amended Ch. 12, Art. II, in its entirety 
to read as herein set out in §§ 12-20 – 12-47.  Said ordinance also contained §§ 12-48 and 12-
49, separability and repeal clauses, which sections have been omitted from codification for 
purposes of maintaining Code format.  Prior to amendment, Art. II, §§ 12-20 – 12-30, relative to 
littering and discharge of illegal waste, derived from Code 1963, §§ 11-203, 14-108, 14-119, 14-
119A, 14-124, 14-125, 14-127, 14-128, 14-132, 14-133 and 14-146. 
   Cross reference – Harbor pollution control, § 5-5. 
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(2) Which directs attention to any business or mercantile or commercial establishment, or 

other activity, for the purpose of either directly or indirectly promoting the interest thereof 
by sales; or   

 
(3) Which directs attention to or advertises any meeting, theatrical performance, exhibition, or 

event of any kind, for which an admission fee is charged for the purpose of private gain or 
profit; but the terms of this clause shall not apply where an admission fee is charged or a 
collection is taken up for the purpose of defraying the expenses incident to such meeting, 
theatrical performance, exhibition, or event of any kind, when either of the same is held, 
given, or takes place in connection with the dissemination of information which is not 
restricted under the ordinary rules of decency, good morals, public peace, safety and good 
order, provided that nothing contained in this clause shall be deemed to authorize the 
holding, giving or taking place of any meeting, theatrical performance, exhibition, or event 
of any kind, without a license, where such license is or may be required by any law of this 
state, or under any ordinance of this city; or   

 
(4) Which, while containing reading matter other than advertising matter, is predominantly 

and essentially an advertisement, and is distributed or circulated for advertising purposes, 
or for the private benefit and gain of any person so engaged as advertiser or distributor.  

 
Elements: Any element whether created by nature or created by man, which with reasonable 

foreseeability, could carry litter from one place to another. "Elements," shall include, but not be 
limited to, air current, rain, water current, and animals.  

 
Garbage: Putrescible animal and vegetable wastes resulting from the handling, preparation, 

cooking and consumption of food.  
 
Litter:  Any containerized man-made or man-used waste which, if deposited within the city, 

otherwise than in a litter receptacle, tends to create a danger to public health, safety, and welfare 
or to impair the environment of the people of the city. "Litter" may include, but is not limited to, 
any garbage, trash, refuse, confetti, debris, leaves, grass clippings or other lawn or garden waste, 
newspaper, magazine, glass, metal, plastic or paper container or other construction material, 
motor vehicle part, tires, furniture, oil, carcass of a dead animal, or nauseous or offensive matter 
of any kind or any object likely to injure any person or create a traffic hazard.  

 
Litter receptacles. Any container which is designed to receive litter and to prevent the escape 

of litter deposited therein, which is of such size or sufficient capacity to hold all litter generated 
between collection periods.  

 
Newspaper. Any newspaper or general circulation as defined by general law, any newspaper 

duly entered with the Post Office Department of the United States, in accordance with federal 
status or regulation, and any newspaper filed and recorded with any recording officer as provided 
by general law; and, in addition thereto, shall mean and include any periodical or current 
magazine, regularly published with not less than four (4) issues per year, and sold to the public.  

 
Noncommercial handbill Any printed or written matter, any sample, or device, dodger, circular, 

leaflet, pamphlet, newspaper, magazine, paper, booklet, or any other printed or otherwise 
reproduced original or copies of any matter of literature not included in the aforesaid definitions of 
a commercial handbill or newspaper.  

 
Park: A park, reservation, playground, beach, recreation center or any other public area in the 

city owned or used by the city and devoted to active or passive recreation.  
 
Parking lots: Any private or public property with provisions for parking vehicles, to which the 

public is invited or which the public is permitted to use or which is visible from any public place or 
private premises.  
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Person: Any person, firm, partnership, association, corporation, company or organization of 

any kind.  
 
Private premises: Any dwelling, house, building, or other structure, designed or used either 

wholly or in part for private residential purposes, whether inhabited or temporarily or 
continuously uninhabited or vacant, and shall include any yard, grounds, walk, driveway, porch, 
steps, vestibule or mailbox belonging or appurtenant to such dwelling, house, building, or other 
structure.  
 

Public place Any and all streets, sidewalks, boulevards, alleys or other public ways and any and 
all public parks, squares, spaces, grounds, and buildings.  

 
Refuse: All putrescible and nonputrescible solid wastes (except body wastes), including 

garbage, rubbish, ashes, street cleanings, dead animals, abandoned automobiles, and solid 
market and industrial wastes.  

 
Rubbish: Nonputrescible solid wastes consisting of both combustible and noncombustible 

wastes; such as paper, wrappings, cigarettes, cardboard, tin cans, yard clippings, leaves, wood, 
glass, bedding, crockery and similar materials.  

 
Vehicle: Every device in, upon, or by which any person or property is or may be transported. 

or drawn upon a highway, including devices used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks.   
(Ord. of 3-24-83, § 1; Ord. of 9-9-93, § 1)   
 
Sec. 12-21. Litter in public places.  

 
No person shall throw or deposit litter in or upon any street, sidewalk, or other public place 

within the city except in public receptacles, in authorized private receptacles for collection, or in 
official city dumps. (Ord. of 3-24-83, § 1)  

Cross Reference-Penalty, § 17-18.   
 
Sec. 12-22. Placement of litter in receptacles so as to prevent scattering.  
 

Persons placing litter in public receptacles or in authorized private receptacles shall do so in 
such a manner as to prevent it from being carried or deposited by the elements upon any street, 
sidewalk or other public place or upon private property. (Ord. of 3-24-83, § 1)  

Cross Reference-Penalty, § 17-18.   
 
Sec. 12-23. Sweeping litter into gutters, streets, etc., prohibited.  
 

No person shall sweep into or deposit in any gutter, street, or other public place within the city 
the accumulation of litter from any building or lot or from any public or private sidewalk or 
driveway. Persons owning or occupying property shall keep the sidewalk in front of their premises 
free of litter.  (Ord. of 3-24-83, § 1)  

Cross Reference-Penalty, § 17-18.   
 
Sec. 12-24. Merchants’ duty to keep sidewalks free of litter.  
 

No person owning or occupying a place of business shall sweep into or deposit in any gutter, 
street or other public place within the city the accumulation of litter from any building or lot or 
from any public or private sidewalk or driveway. Persons owning or occupying places of business 
within the city shall keep the sidewalk in front of their business premises free of litter. (Ord. of 3-
24-83, § 1)  

Cross Reference-Penalty, § 17-18.   
 
Sec. 12-25. Litter thrown by persons in vehicles.  
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No person, while a driver or passenger in a vehicle, shall throw or deposit litter upon any street 

or other public place within the city, or upon private property. (Ord. of 3-24-83, § 1)  
Cross Reference-Penalty, § 17-18.  

 
Sec. 12-26. Truckloads causing litter.  
 

No person shall drive or move any truck or other vehicle within the city unless such vehicle is 
so constructed or loaded as to prevent any load, contents or litter from being blown or deposited 
upon any street, alley or other public place. Nor shall any person drive or move any vehicle or 
truck within the city, the wheels or tires of which carry onto or deposit in any street, alley or 
other public place, mud, dirt, sticky substances, litter or foreign matter of any kind. (Ord. of 3-
24-83, § 1)   
 
Sec. 12-27. Litter in parks.  
 

No person shall throw or deposit litter in any park within the city except in public receptacles 
and in such a manner that the litter will be prevented from being carried or deposited by the 
elements upon any part of the park or upon any street or other public place. Where public 
receptacles are not provided, all such litter shall be carried away from the park by the person 
responsible for its presence and properly disposed of elsewhere as provided herein. (Ord. of 3-24-
83, § 1)  

Cross Reference-Parks and recreation, Ch. 18.   
 
Sec. 12-28. Litter in lakes and fountains.  
 

No person shall throw or deposit litter in any fountain, pond, lake, stream, bay or any other 
body of water in a park or elsewhere within the city.  (Ord. of 3-24-83, § 1)   
 
Sec. 12-29. Throwing or distributing commercial handbills in public places.  
 

No person shall throw or deposit any commercial or noncommercial handbill in or upon any 
sidewalk, street or other public place within the city. Nor shall any person handout or distribute or 
sell any commercial handbill in any public place. Provided, however, that it shall not be unlawful 
on any sidewalk, street, or other public place within the city for any person to hand out or 
distribute, without charge to the receiver thereof, any noncommercial handbill to any person 
willing to accept it.  (Ord. of 3-24-83, § 1)   
 
Sec. 12-30. Placing commercial and noncommercial handbills on vehicles.  
 

No person shall throw or deposit any commercial or noncommercial handbill in or upon any 
vehicle. Provided, however, that it shall not be unlawful in any public place for a person to hand 
out or distribute without charge to the receiver thereof, a noncommercial handbill to any occupant 
of a vehicle who is willing to accept it.  (Ord. of 3-24-83, § 1)   
 
Sec. 12-31. Depositing commercial and noncommercial handbills on uninhabited or 
vacant premises.  
 

No person shall throw or deposit any commercial or noncommercial handbill in or upon any 
private premises which are temporarily or continuously uninhabited or vacant.  (Ord. of 3-24-83, 
§ 1)  
 
Sec. 12-32. Prohibiting distribution of handbills where property posted.  
 

No person shall throw, deposit or distribute any commercial or noncommercial handbill upon 
any private premises if requested by anyone thereon not to do so, or if there is placed on said 
premises in a conspicuous position near the entrance thereof, a sign bearing the words, "No 
Trespassing," "No Peddlers or Agents," "No Advertisements," or any similar notice, indicating in 
any manner that the occupants of said premises do not desire to be molested or have their right 
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of privacy disturbed, or to have any such handbills left upon such premises.  (Ord. of 3-24-83, § 
1)   
 
Sec. 12-33. Distributing commercial and noncommercial handbills at inhabited private 
premises. 
 

No person shall throw, deposit or distribute any commercial or noncommercial handbill in or 
upon private premises which are inhabited, except by handing or transmitting any such handbill 
directly to the owner, occupant, or other person then present in or upon such private premises. 
Provided, however, that in case of inhabited private premises which are not posted, as provided 
in this article, such person, unless requested by anyone upon such premises not to do so, may 
place or deposit any such handbill in or upon such inhabited private premises, if such handbill is 
so placed or deposited as to secure or prevent such handbill from being blown or drifted about 
such premises or sidewalks, streets, or other public places, and except that mailboxes may not be 
so used when so prohibited by federal postal law or regulations.  (Ord. of 3-24-83, § 1)   
 
Sec. 12-34. Exemption for mail and newspapers.  
 

The provisions of this article shall not apply to the distribution of mail by the United States, nor 
to newspapers (as defined herein) except that newspapers shall be placed on private property in 
such a manner as to prevent their being carried or deposited by the elements upon any street, 
sidewalk or other public place or upon private property.  (Ord. of 3-24-83, § 1)   
 
Sec. 12-35. Dropping litter from aircraft.  
 

No person in an aircraft shall throw out, drop or deposit within the city any litter, handbill or 
any other object. (Ord. of 3-24-83, § 1)   
 
Sec. 12-36. Posting notices prohibited.  
 

No person shall post or affix any notice, poster or other paper or device, calculated to attract 
the attention of the public, to any lamp post, public utility pole or shade tree, or upon any public 
structure or building, except as may be authorized or required by law. (Ord. of 3-24-83, § 1)   
 
Sec. 12-37. Litter on occupied private property.  
 

No person shall throw or deposit litter in any occupied private property within the city, whether 
owned by such person or not, except that the owner or person in control of private property may 
maintain authorized private receptacles for collection in such a manner that litter will be 
prevented from being carried or deposited by the elements upon any street, sidewalk or other 
public place or upon any private property. (Ord. of 3-24-83, § 1)   
 
Sec. 12-38. Owner to maintain premises free of litter.  
 

The owner or person in control of any private property shall at all times maintain the premises 
free of litter. Provided, however, that this section shall not prohibit the storage of litter in 
authorized receptacles for collection. 

 
Any commercial or business establishment in the city that distributes food or beverages from a 

drive-thru or drive-up window, so called, shall provide trash receptacles at or before the speaker 
or area where the customer is expected to order and at or after the window or place where the 
customer is expected to pickup order.  Said receptacles shall be strategically placed so that 
vehicle drivers under usual circumstances are able to reach trash receptacles through the vehicle 
driver’s window.  Receptacles shall have a chute or device attached sufficiently thereto in order to 
aid in accurately placing trash and litter into the receptacle. 

 
Should any establishment required to provide trash receptacles under this section be unable to 

conform to the requirements due to circumstances relating to the layout of the drive-thru or some 
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other reasonable logistical problem, they shall notify the Health Department, in writing, of the 
name and address of the establishment and detail the problem which prevents conformity, and 
the establishment shall offer a reasonable alternative, if possible, as a good faith effort to meet 
the general purpose of this paragraph. 

 
The Health Department shall have the authority to order an establishment to cease operating 

the drive-thru or drive-up window, so-called, when the provisions of this section are violated, 
until such time as the establishment conforms to the provisions of this section to the satisfaction 
of the Health Department. (Ord. of 3-24-83, § 1; Ord. of 4-19-06; § 1)   
 
Sec. 12-39. Litter on vacant lots.  
 

No person shall throw or deposit litter on any open or vacant private property within the city 
whether owned by such person or not. (Ord. of 3-24-83, § 1)   
 
Sec. 12-40. Recovery by city of expenses of litter removal.  
 

The city is damaged by the depositing of litter within the city, and the cost of litter removal has 
become a significant expense of the city. It is intended that persons responsible for such 
expenses shall bear the costs of same. In order to recover the cost of litter removal, the city, 
through its health department, may bring a civil action against any person believed to be 
responsible for depositing litter. The city may, in order to avoid the necessity of the institution of 
such action, make an offer of settlement to any person believed to be responsible for depositing 
litter. If the settlement offer is accepted, no action will be instituted by the city.   
 

(1) The city health department and/or police department:  
 

a. Shall be responsible for determining the identity of persons responsible for 
damaging the city by depositing litter within the city; and 

 
b. Except as provided in subsection (3), the health department is hereby 

empowered, as agent of the city, to make to any person believed to be 
responsible for damaging the city by depositing litter within the city, an offer of 
settlement.  

 
(2) The health department shall determine a standard amount of the settlement offer 

authorized to be made by this section. In determining the standard amount of the 
settlement offer, the health department shall consider only such factors as may reasonably 
be considered when any individual offer of settlement is determined.  

  
(3) The provisions of subsection (1) shall not be construed to require that a settlement offer be 

made if the amount of damage caused by the litter being deposited in the city is significantly 
greater than the standard amount of the settlement offer determined by the health department 
pursuant to the subsection (2) hereof. (Ord. of 3-24-83, § 1; Ord. of 3-8-84, § 1)   
 
Sec. 12-41. Clearing of litter from open private property by city. 
   

(a) Notice to remove The city health department is hereby authorized and empowered to notify 
the owner of any open or vacant private property within the city, or the agent of such owner, to 
properly dispose of litter located on such owner's property which is dangerous to public health, 
safety or welfare. Such notice shall be by registered mail, addressed to said owner at his last 
known address.   
 

(b) Action upon noncompliance Upon the failure, neglect or refusal of any owner or agent so 
notified, to properly dispose of litter dangerous to the public health, safety or welfare within 
fourteen (14) days after receipt of written notice provided for in subsection (a) above, or within 
fourteen (14) days after the date of such notice in the event the same is returned to the city by 
the post office department because of its inability to make delivery thereof, provided the same 
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was properly addressed to the last known address of such owner, or agent, the city health 
department, is hereby authorized and empowered to pay for the disposing of such litter or to 
order its disposal by the city.   
 

(c) Charge included in tax bill When the city has effected the removal of such dangerous litter 
and has paid for its removal, the actual cost thereof, plus accrued interest at the rate of ten  (10) 
per cent per annum from the date of the completion of the work, if not paid by such owner prior 
thereto, shall be charged to the owner of such property on the next regular tax bill forwarded to 
such owner by the city, and said charge shall be due and payable by said owner at the time of 
payment of such bill.   
 

(d) Recorded statement constitutes lien. Where the full amount due the city is not paid by such 
owner within fourteen (14) days after the disposal of such litter, as provided for in subsections   
(1) and  (2) above, then, and in that case, the city health department shall cause to be recorded 
in the office of the assessors and registry of deeds, Bristol County  (S.D.) a sworn statement 
showing the cost and expense incurred for the work, the date the work was done and the location 
of the property on which said work was done. The recordation of such sworn statement shall 
constitute a lien and privilege on the property, and shall remain in full force and effect for the 
amount due in principal and interest, plus costs of court, if any, for collection, until final payment 
has been made. Said costs and expenses shall be collected in the manner fixed by law for the 
collection of taxes and further, shall be subject to a delinquent penalty of sixteen  (16) per cent in 
the event same is not paid in full on or before the date the tax bill upon which said charge 
appears becomes delinquent. Sworn statements recorded in accordance with the provisions 
hereof shall be prima facie evidence that all legal formalities have been complied with and that 
the work has been done properly and satisfactorily, and shall be full notice to every person 
concerned that the amount of the statement, plus interest, constitutes a charge against the 
property designated or described in the settlement and that the same is due and collectible as 
provided by law. (Ord. of 3-24-83, § 1)   
 
Sec. 12-42. Emptying ash barrels, etc., on public ways.  
 

No person shall willfully or maliciously tip over and upset the contents of any box or barrel 
containing ashes or other house dirt set upon any public way. No person shall open, disturb or 
otherwise interfere with garbage left on the the city streets for pickup.  
(Ord. of 3-24-83, § 1; Ord. Of 5-23-02, § 1)  

Cross reference – Penalty, § 17-18. 
 
Sec. 12-43. Emptying brine or impure water onto public ways.  
 

No person shall empty brine onto any public way or allow any sink water or other impure water 
to run from the house, barn or lot occupied by such person onto any public way in the city. (Ord. 
of 3-24-83, § 1) 

Cross reference – Penalty, § 17-18.  
 
Sec. 12-44. Placing dirt, etc., in drinking fountains.  
 

No person shall place in any drinking fountain, trough, or basin of water set up or established 
in any street or public place in the city for the use of man or beast, any dirt, stone, ashes, 
rubbish, offal, filth or other matter.  (Ord. of 3-24-83, § 1)  

Cross Reference-Penalty, § 17-18.   
 
Sec. 12-45. Placing refuse in sewers, etc.  
 

No person shall sweep or throw into or in any manner cause to enter a catch basin, sand 
catcher or manhole connected with the sewer or drainage system of the city, any paper, leaves, 
sticks, manure, garbage, rubbish or any other offensive matter, or place such material in a street, 
where the same is liable to be washed into a catch basin, sand catcher or manhole.  (Ord. of 3-
24-83, § 1)  
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Cross Reference-Penalty, § 17-18.   

Sec. 12-46. Burning of garbage.  
 

No person including the city, its agents and employees, shall dispose of any garbage or refuse 
or any substances which are offensive when burned, by burning the same anywhere within the 
city, except in the incinerator at the municipal garbage plant. (Ord. of 3-24-83, § 1)  

Cross References-Penalty, § 17-18; Bonfires in streets, § 22-48.  
State Law References-Air pollution control, M.G.L.A. c. 111, § § 31C, 142Aet seq.; burning 

refuse within shoreline boundaries, M.G.L.A. c. 270, § 20.   
 
Sec. 12-47. Penalties.  

Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined in the amount of two hundred and fifty 
dollars ($250.00). Each day such violation is committed or permitted to continue shall constitute 
a separate offense and shall be punishable as such hereunder. (Ord. of 3-24-83, § 1; Ord. of 7-
20-00)   
 
Sec. 12-48. Abandoned motor vehicles.  
 

The abandonment of a motor vehicle or other vehicle or any part thereof on any highway 
within the limits of the City of New Bedford is unlawful and subject to penalties as set forth 
herein.  
 

The abandonment of a motor vehicle or other vehicle or any part thereof on private or 
public property, other than a highway, in view of the general public, anywhere in the city is 
unlawful. A motor vehicle or other vehicles or any part thereof so abandoned on private property 
not that of the owner may be authorized for removal by or upon the order of the inspector of 
buildings, after a waiting period of forty-eight (48) hours.   
 

When a motor vehicle or other vehicle or part thereof is abandoned on a highway in the 
city ten  (10) hours or more, its removal may be authorized by the chief of police.  
 

When an abandoned, unattended, wrecked, burned, or partially dismantled motor vehicle 
or other vehicle is creating a traffic hazard because of its position in relation to the highway or its 
physical appearance is causing the impeding of traffic, its immediate removal from the highway 
may be authorized by order of the chief of police.  
 

When a vehicle removed from either public or private property is authorized by order of 
the chief of police or the inspector of buildings, the owner of the vehicle will be responsible for all 
towing costs.  
 

When a motor vehicle or other vehicle abandoned on a highway is authorized to be towed 
away, the police department shall keep and maintain a record of the vehicle towed, listing the 
color, year of manufacture, manufacturer's trade name, manufacturer's series name, body style, 
vehicle identification number, and license plate year and number displayed on the vehicle. The 
record shall also include the date and hour of tow, location towed from, location towed to, reason 
for towing and the name of the office authorizing the tow.  

 
When the police department does not know the identity of the registered owner or other 

legally entitled person, they will cause the motor vehicle registration records to be searched by a 
directed communication to the Registrar of Motor Vehicles for the purpose of obtaining the 
required ownership information. 

  
The police department will cause the stolen motor vehicle files of the state police to be 

searched by a directed communication to the state police for stolen or wanted information on the 
vehicle. When the state police files are searched with negative results, the information contained 
in the National Crime Information Center (NCIC) files will be requested of the state police. The 
information determined from these record searches will be used by the police department in 
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sending a notification by certified mail to the owner or legally entitled person, advising where the 
vehicle is held.  
 

When the registered owner or other person legally entitled to the possession of a motor 
vehicle or other vehicle abandoned on a highway or public property cannot be identified from the 
registration files of the commonwealth or from the registration files of another state, the police 
department shall notify the state police for the purpose of identifying the vehicle's owner or other 
person legally entitled to the possession of the vehicle.  
 

The owner or other person legally entitled to possession may reclaim the vehicle by 
presenting to the police department proof of ownership or proof of the right to possession of the 
vehicle. No vehicle shall be released to the owner or other person under this section until all 
towing and storage charges have been paid.  
 

Whenever an abandoned, lost, stolen, or unclaimed motor vehicle, seven  (7) years of age 
or newer, remains unclaimed by the registered owner or other person legally entitled to its 
possession for a period of thirty  (30) days after notice has been given as provided herein, the 
police department shall cause it to be sold at public sale to the highest bidder. Notice of the time 
and place of the sale shall be posted in a conspicuous place for at least ten  (10) days prior to the 
sale on the premises where the vehicle has been impounded. At least ten  (10) days prior to the 
sale, the police department shall cause a notice of the time and place of the sale to be sent by 
certified mail to the registered owner or other person known by the police department to be 
legally entitled to the possession of the vehicle. Such notice shall contain a complete description 
of the vehicle to be sold and what steps must be taken by any legally entitled person to reclaim 
the vehicle.  
 

In those instances where the certified notification specified herein has been returned by 
the postal authorities to the police department due to the addressee having moved, or being 
unknown at the address obtained from the registration records of this state, the sending of a 
second certified notice will not be required.  
 

When the identity of the registered owner or other person legally entitled to the possession 
of an abandoned, lost, or unclaimed vehicle cannot be determined by any means provided for in 
this section, the vehicle may be sold as provided herein or disposed of in the manner authorized 
by this section without notice to the registered owner or other person legally entitled to the 
possession of the vehicle.  
 

When a motor vehicle or other vehicle in the custody of the police department is reclaimed 
by the registered owner or other legally entitled person, or when the vehicle is sold at public sale 
or otherwise disposed of as provided by this section, a report of the transaction will be retained 
by the police department for a period of one year from the date of the sale or disposal.  
 

When a vehicle located within the limits of the city is authorized to be towed away by the 
chief of police and disposed of as set forth in this section, the proceeds of the public sale or 
disposition after the deduction of towing, storage and processing charges shall be paid into the 
treasury.  
 

Any police officer, towing service owner, operator, or employee shall not be held to answer 
or be liable for damages in any action brought by the registered owner, former registered owner, 
or his legal representative, or any other person legally entitled to the possession of a motor 
vehicle or other vehicle when the vehicle was processed and sold or disposed of as provided by 
this section.   
(Ord. of 1-8-87, § 1; Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  
Cross Reference-Keeping unregistered motor vehicles, junk motor vehicles, motor vehicle parts, 
§ 9-207E.  
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Chapter 13 
 

HOUSING* 
 
Sec. 13-1. Housing authority-Composition; appointment; term; residence.  
 

The local housing authority shall consist of five  (5) members, of whom four (4) shall be 
appointed by the mayor subject to confirmation by the city council and the fifth member shall be 
appointed by the Massachusetts Department of Community Affairs. As the term of each member 
expires, a successor shall be appointed in the same manner and by the same body for the term of 
five  (5) years. Every member, unless sooner removed, shall serve until the qualification of a 
successor.  

 
Membership in the housing authority shall be restricted to residents of the city. (Code 1963, § 

1-1301; Ord. of 5-27-76)  
Note-Local authority created by order of city council on November 23, 1937.  
State Law Reference-Created by statute, M.G.L.A. c. 121B, § 3.   

 
Sec. 13-2. Same-Removal of members.  
 

The mayor with the approval of the city council may receive written charges against, and may 
after hearing remove because of inefficiency, neglect of duty and misconduct in office, or any of 
such causes, a member of a housing authority appointed by the mayor and confirmed by the city 
council.  

 
Pending final action upon such charges, the mayor with the approval of the city council may 

temporarily suspend such member. In case of any such removal the removing authority shall 
deliver forthwith to the city clerk, for filing, attested copies of such charges and of its findings 
thereon.  (Code 1963, § 1-1302)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 121B, § 6.   
 
Sec. 13-3. Same-Officers and employees.  
 

The housing authority shall elect from among its members a chairperson and a vice-
chairperson, and may employ counsel, an executive director who shall be ex officio secretary of 
the housing authority, a treasurer who may be a member of the authority and such other officers, 
agents and employees as it deems necessary or proper and shall determine their qualifications, 
duties and compensation, and may delegate to one or more of its members, agents or employees 
such powers and duties as it deems necessary or proper for the carrying out of any action 
determined upon by it. So far as practicable the housing authority shall make use of the services 
of the agencies, officers and employees of the city and the city shall, if requested, make available 
such services.  (Code 1963, § 1-1303)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 121B, § 7.  
 
Sec. 13-4. Same-Powers generally.  
 

The housing authority shall have all the powers necessary or convenient to effectuate the 
purposes and provisions of the housing authority law, including clearing substandard or decadent 
or blighted open areas, engaging in land assembly and redevelopment projects and providing 
housing for families of low income. (Code 1963, § 1-1304)  

State Law Reference-Powers, M.G.L.A. c. 121B, § 8.   
 

                                                 
* Cross reference – As to fair housing, see § 2-133(5). 
  State law reference – As to building standards, see M.G.L.A. c. 23B.  
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Sec. 13-5. Condominium conversion; removal of rental units from the market; 
definitions; notice; eviction; purchase; benefits; assistance and punishment; 
condominium review board. 
   
(a) Preamble.  
 
Whereas, a serious public emergency exists with respect to the housing of a substantial number 
of citizens of new Bedford; and  
 
Whereas, the deterioration and demolition of existing housing and an insufficient supply of new 
rental housing have resulted in a substantial and critical shortage of safe, decent, and reasonable 
priced rental housing accommodations; and  
 
Whereas, the prolonged increases in housing costs at a rate substantially exceeding increases in 
personal income, the increased costs of new housing construction and the conversion of multiple 
unit rental housing accommodations occupied by tenants to condominium units and cooperatives 
has resulted in a substantial and critical shortage of safe, decent, and reasonably priced housing 
accommodations; and 
  
Whereas, home ownership creates an interest in real estate which tends to contribute to the 
maintenance and preservation of housing and to an increase in real estate taxes which has a 
salutary effect on the city and its people, and the city council should, therefore, encourage an 
increase in such ownership or at least should avoid discouraging it; and  
 
Whereas, at present in the city there is a great interest in and a significant amount of conversions 
of multiple unit rental housing occupied by tenants to condominium units or cooperatives 
occupied by individual owners thereof; and  
 
Whereas, notwithstanding the general good accomplished by such increase in home ownership, 
many people of limited means, particularly the elderly, the handicapped, and persons and families 
of low and moderate income, are suffering thereby in that they have difficulty in obtaining 
alternative rental housing at prices which they can afford when evicted for condominium 
conversion; and  
 
Whereas, the untoward effects of condominium conversion evictions on tenants can be adequately 
dealt with by providing potentially displaced tenants with sufficient time to examine the housing 
market, evaluate available housing alternatives, formulate future housing plans, secure any 
necessary financing and decide whether to purchase the condominium unit or relocate; and  
 
Whereas, this emergency cannot be dealt with solely by the operation of the private rental 
housing market, and unless evictions for condominium conversions and cooperatives are 
regulated and controlled, such emergency and the inflationary pressures and displacement 
resulting therefrom will produce serious threats to the public health, safety, and general welfare 
of the citizens of New Bedford;  
 
Now, therefore, pursuant to the authority vested in it by law, including without limitation, Chapter 
527 of the Acts of 1983, as amended by Chapter 170 of the Acts of 1984, be it ordained by the 
City Council of the City of New Bedford as follows:   
 

(b) Definitions. As used in this section, the following words shall, unless the context clearly 
requires otherwise, have the following meanings:  

 
Condominium unit. A unit in a housing condominium as that term is defined in Chapter 183A of 

Massachusetts General Laws.  
 
Condominium or cooperative conversion eviction. An eviction of a tenant for the purpose of 

removing such tenant from a housing accommodation in order to facilitate the initial sale and 
transfer of legal title to that housing accommodation as a condominium or cooperative unit to a 
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prospective purchaser or an eviction of a tenant by any other person who has purchased a 
housing accommodation as a condominium or cooperative unit when the tenant whose eviction is 
sought was a resident of the housing accommodation at the time the notice of intent to convert is 
given to convert the building or buildings to the condominium or cooperative form of ownership 
pursuant to this section provided, however, that the eviction of a tenant for nonpayment of rent 
or other violation of a rental agreement shall in no event be deemed a condominium or 
cooperation conversion eviction.  

 
Elderly tenant. A tenant who is a person or group of persons residing in the same housing 

accommodation any of whom has reached the age of fifty-nine (59) years or over as of the date 
of receipt of the notice provided for hereunder.  

 
Handicapped tenant. A person who is physically handicapped as defined in section 9 of Chapter 

239 of the Massachusetts General Laws, as of the date of receipt of the notice provided for 
hereunder.  

 
Housing accommodation. Any building, structure, or part thereof or land appurtenant thereto, 

or any other real or personal property rented or offered for rent for living or dwelling purposes, 
together with all services connected with the use or occupancy of such property, but not including 
the following:   
 

(1) Housing accommodations which the United States or the commonwealth or any authority 
created under the laws thereof either owns or operates;   
 

(2) Housing accommodations in any hospital, convent, monastery, asylum, public institution or 
college or school dormitory operated exclusively for charitable or educational purposes or in any 
nursing or rest home for the aged;   
 

(3) Buildings containing fewer than three  (3) housing accommodations;   
 

(4) Housing accommodation in hotels, motels, inns, tourist homes, and rooming and boarding 
houses which are occupied by transient guests staying for a period of fewer than fourteen (14) 
consecutive calendar days.  
 

Interest subsidy. Any payment made by the federal or state government to reduce the 
effective interest rate payable by the mortgagor.  

 
Low or moderate income tenant. A tenant who is a person or group of persons residing in the 

same housing accommodation so long as the total income for all such tenants for the twelve  (12) 
months immediately preceding the date of notice provided for hereunder is less than the income 
eligibility levels as set forth in regulations promulgated from time to time by the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development regulating the Section 8 Rental Subsidy Program, and calculated 
pursuant to said regulations.  

 
Tenant. A person or group of persons collectively entitled to occupy a housing accommodation 

pursuant to a rental agreement written or implied.  
 
Tenant subsidy. Any payment made by the federal or state government for or on behalf of any 

tenant to be applied toward the reduction of the tenant's rental payment.   
 

(c) Conversion, notice, eviction, purchase, benefits and assistance.   
 

(1) If a building submitted to the provisions of Chapter 183A, Chapter 156B, Chapter 157, 
Chapter 157B or any provisions of the Massachusetts General laws governing the 
cooperative form of ownership has been used in whole or in part for residential purposes 
within one year prior to the recording of a master deed creating a condominium or the 
filing of the articles of organization creating a housing cooperative, the owner thereof 
shall give each tenant of all housing accommodations in such building or buildings notice 
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of intent to convert the building or buildings to the condominium or cooperative form of 
ownership. Such notice shall state in clear and conspicuous language the following in 
English, Spanish, and Portuguese: 

  
a. That the owner has filed or intends to file a master deed at the registry of deeds 

whose location is stated in the notice or has filed or intends to file articles of 
organization with the secretary of the commonwealth;  

 
b. That any tenant residing on the date the notice of intent is given in the building or 

buildings converted or to be converted to the condominium or cooperative forms 
of ownership shall have a period of time which shall be stated in the notice, from 
the date of receipt of such notice, as authorized by this act, before the tenant 
shall be required to vacate the housing accommodation occupied on the date the 
notice is received;  

 
c. That any tenant residing on the date the notice of intent was given in the building 

or buildings to be converted shall have a period of time, which shall be stated in 
the notice, from the date of receipt of such notice, as authorized by this section, 
to purchase the unit occupied by the tenant on the date the notice is received on 
terms and conditions which are substantially the same as or more favorable than 
those which the owner extends to the public generally for the ninety days 
following the expiration of said tenants right to purchase as may be required by 
paragraph  (2). 

 
All notices required under this section shall be deemed to have been given when a written notice 
is delivered in person or mailed by certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, to the 
party to whom the notice is being given.  
 
Whenever an owner is required to give notice of intent provided for in this section the period of 
notice shall not be less than the expiration of any written agreement between the owner and the 
tenant of the housing accommodation which governs the use and occupancy of said housing 
accommodation or one year from the date the tenant of such housing accommodation is given 
said notice of intent, whichever is greater; provided, however, that in the case of a housing 
accommodation occupied in whole or in part by a handicapped tenant or occupied by an elderly or 
low or moderate income tenant the period of notice shall not be less than two  (2) years from the 
date the tenant of such housing accommodation received said notice of intent.  
 
No person shall bring any action seeking a condominium or cooperative eviction until the 
expiration of the periods of time for notice to tenants specified in this section.  
 
The burden of proving qualifications with respect to age, handicap, and income shall rest with the 
tenant.   
 

(2) Any owner of residential property who converts such property to the condominium or 
cooperative form of ownership shall give to any tenant who is entitled to receive notice 
pursuant to this section the right to purchase the housing accommodation occupied by 
such tenant at the time such notice is delivered on terms and conditions which are 
substantially the same as or more favorable than those which the owner extends to the 
public generally for the ninety  (90) days following the expiration of said tenant's right 
to purchase. Such tenant may exercise a right to purchase such housing 
accommodations by executing a purchase and sale agreement prior to the expiration of 
ninety  (90) days after the date of receiving a copy of the purchase and sale agreement 
properly executed by the person offering the housing accommodation for sale.   

 
(3) The owner of residential property converted to the condominium or cooperative form of 

ownership shall pay to any tenant who is entitled to receive a notice pursuant to this 
section and who does not purchase the housing accommodation which he occupies or 
another housing accommodation in the same building or buildings relocation benefits for 
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the actual, documented costs of moving, not to exceed seven hundred and fifty dollars 
($750.00) per housing accommodation; provided, that if such housing accommodation is 
occupied in whole or in part by a handicapped tenant or is occupied by an elderly or low 
or moderate income tenant the maximum relocation benefit shall not exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1,000.00) per housing accommodation. Such relocation benefits shall 
be payable within ten  (10) days after the date on which the tenant vacates the housing 
accommodation occupied by him; provided, however, that no tenant shall be eligible for 
such relocation benefits unless all rent due and payable for said unit under the rental 
agreement or extension of such agreement, if any, has been paid by the tenant prior to 
the date on which the housing accommodation is vacated and only as long as the tenant 
voluntarily vacates the housing accommodation for which recovery of possession is 
sought on or before the expiration of the notice period.   

 
(4) Any owner of residential property converted to the condominium or cooperative form of 

ownership shall assist elderly, handicapped and low or moderate income tenants who 
qualified as such as of the date of receipt of the notice authorized pursuant to this 
section locating, within the period of the notice to such tenants, comparable rental 
housing within the same city or town in which such tenant resides which rents for a sum 
which is equal to or less than the sum which such tenant had been paying for the 
housing accommodation occupied at the time of receipt of the notice authorized by this 
section. The failure of the owner of such residential property to find such substitute 
housing accommodation shall extend the period of notice for up to an additional two  (2) 
years.   

 
(5) Any owner of residential property converted to the condominium or cooperative form of 

ownership shall give to any tenant who is entitled to receive a notice pursuant to this 
section an extension of the rental agreement at the expiration thereof. Such extension, 
where required, shall be for such period or periods of one year or such fraction thereof 
as shall equal the period of notice to which such tenant is entitled pursuant to the 
provisions of this section. The provisions of such rental agreement may not otherwise be 
modified by the property owner except with respect to the amount of annual rent, any 
increase in which shall not exceed an amount equal to the sum which would result by 
multiplying said rent by the percentage increase in the consumer price index for all 
urban consumers as published by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, during the calendar year immediately preceding the date upon which 
such rental agreement is commenced, or ten percent, whichever is less; provided, 
however, nothing herein shall limit the right of a property owner to any amounts which 
may be due under a valid tax escalation clause.   

 
(d) Punishment, enforcement. In accordance with the Acts of 1983, Chapter 527, Section 5, 

any owner who converts residential property in violation of any provisions of the ordinance, 
adopted pursuant to the Acts of 1983, Chapter 527, shall be punished by a fine of not less than 
one thousand dollars ($1,000.00), or by imprisonment of not less than sixty  (60) days. Each unit 
covered in violation of this section constitutes a separate offense.  

 
Any violation of this section adopted pursuant to the Acts of 1983, Chapter 527, by an owner 

of residential property shall not affect the validity of a conveyance of a condominium unit or an 
interest in a housing cooperative to a purchaser for value who has no knowledge of the violation.  

 
The district and superior courts, in the City of New Bedford and Bristol County, shall have 

jurisdiction over any action arising from any violation of this section adopted pursuant to the Acts 
of 1983, Chapter 527, and shall have jurisdiction in equity to restrain any such violation. 
 

(e) Condominium review board.   
 

(1) There is hereby established a condominium review board, hereinafter called the "board," 
which shall consist of five  (5) members, each of whom shall be residents of the City of 
New Bedford as a condition of their appointment and continued service as a member of 
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the board. Board members shall serve without compensation and shall be appointed by 
the mayor and confirmed by the city council, except that one member shall be a member 
of the city council appointed annually in January by the president of the city council, and 
one member shall be familiar with the housing needs and issues of the City of New 
Bedford. Of the four  (4) members originally appointed by the mayor one shall be 
appointed for a term of one  (1) year, one shall be appointed for a term of two  (2) years 
and two shall be appointed for a term of three  (3) years. Thereafter, as the terms of the 
original members expire, their successors shall be appointed for a term of three  (3) years. 
In the event of a vacancy on the board, a successor may be appointed to serve the 
unexpired term of the member.   

 
(2) The members of the board shall meet, organize, elect such officers as it may deem 

necessary and adopt, alter or amend such rules and regulations of organization or 
procedure consistent with the City ordinances and the Massachusetts General Laws. The 
board shall keep written records of its proceedings, which shall be open to public 
inspection. All meetings of the board shall be held in the Municipal Building at 133 Williams 
Street, New Bedford. The board shall also make an annual report to the mayor and city 
council and such other reports as the mayor and city council may, from time to time, 
request.   

 
(3) The powers and duties of the board shall be as follows:   

 
(i) It shall monitor all condominium conversion with the City of New Bedford to 

insure that all applicable regulations, ordinances and laws are enforced;   
 

(ii) It shall verify low-income, handicap or elderly status of tenants affected by 
condominium conversion;   

 
(iii) It shall issue condominium conversion permits to owners who comply with the 

provisions of this section;   
 

(iv) It shall hear complaints alleging violations of this section on behalf of tenants or 
owners;   

 
(v) It shall assist in public awareness programs through participation in public and 

media events;   
 

(vi) It shall, from time to time, establish fees, with the approval of the mayor and 
city council, for the issuing of permits;   

 
(vii) It shall acquire, analyze, use and maintain related statistics and data for plan-

ning, evaluation and to assist it in enforcing this section;   
 

(viii) The municipal departments and other agencies and the board shall cooperate to 
further the objectives and purposes of this section;   

 
(ix) It shall exercise such other powers and duties as, from time to time, may be 

granted by the mayor and city council;  
  

(x) It shall not issue a permit to any owner who has taken any action within twelve  
(12) months prior to the application for the permit to circumvent the provisions 
of Chapter 527 of the General Laws or of this section, including: Unreasonable 
rent increases, reduction or elimination of services, termination of any tenancy 
without cause, or the imposition of new conditions of the tenancy.   

 
(f) Severability. The provisions of the section are severable, and if any of its provisions shall be 

held unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, the decision of 
such court shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions. (Ord. of 1-14-88, § 1)  
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Chapter 14 
 

LIBRARY* 
 
Sec. 14-1. Board of trustees of the free public library-Composition.  
 

The board of trustees of the free public library shall consist of nine (9) members and the 
mayor who shall be an ex officio member for the term of such mayor's office; the other nine (9) 
members shall be appointed by the mayor, subject to confirmation by the city council as 
hereinafter provided. (Code 1963, § 3-2101; Ord. of 3-12-64)   
 
Sec. 14-2. Same-Appointment; confirmation; terms.  
 

Annually in April, the mayor shall appoint, subject to confirmation by the city council, three  
(3) members of said board to serve for a term of three (3) years. (Code 1963, § 3-2102; Ord. of 
3-12-64)   
 
Sec. 14-3. Same-Meetings; officers, committees.  
 

The board shall meet at dates and times it may determine to conduct its legal business, and 
shall choose a vice-chairperson, who shall preside in the absence of the mayor, and a clerk. The 
chairperson or vice-chairperson shall appoint standing and pro tempore committees as needed.   
(Code 1963, § 3-2103)   
 
Sec. 14-4. Same-Director; officers; staff; agents.  
 

The board shall appoint a director and all such staff, officers and agents as may be found 
necessary. All such staff, officers and agents shall hold their respective offices during the pleasure 
of the board, subject however, to the provisions of such contract as may be negotiated between 
the city and such organization or body as may represent them and shall perform such duties as 
the board shall from time to time determine through job specifications approved by the city 
director of personnel.  (Code 1963, § § 3-2105; 3-2106)   
 
Sec. 14-5. Use of appropriations, grants, etc.  
 

All income received through city appropriation, federal or state grant or otherwise gifts, 
provisions of any statute, or otherwise, shall be expended at the direction of the board. Said 
board, unless otherwise provided, shall have full power to expend the same in the purchase of 
such books, maps, charts, pictures, films, records and such other library material as in its 
judgment, may promote the usefulness of the library or in meeting all such expenditures as the 
management of the institution may demand.  (Code 1963, § 3-2104)  

Cross Reference-Expenditures of certain bequests by library trustees, § 10-105.  
 
Sec. 14-6. Making regulations for care and management.  
 

The board shall have full power to make all needful regulations for the care and management 
of the library. The board shall develop policies and other documents needed to govern the 
operation and management of the library.   
(Code 1963, § 3-2106)   
 
Sec. 14-7. Same-Annual report.  

                                                 
* State law reference – Establishment of libraries, M.G.L.A. c. 78, § 7. 
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The board shall annually in the month of January, report to the city council, setting forth a 
statement of the operation and condition of the library, together with an account of the 
administration of the trust funds under its care. (Code 1963, § 3-2107)  
 

Chapter 15 
 

LICENSES AND PERMITS; BUSINESS REGULATIONS* 
 
Art. I. In General, § § 15-1-15-19   

(a) Art. II. Mayor's Licenses, § § 15-20-15-29   
Art. III. City Council's Licenses, § § 15-30-15-79   
Art. IV Weighers, Measurers and Surveyor of Commodities, § § 15-80-15-89   
Art. V Alcoholic Beverages, § § 15-90-15-97   
 

Section 4.02 ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 
Sec. 15-1. Granting and issuing authority delegated to city clerk; licensing board.  
 

The authority vested in the mayor and city council, by statute, in the matter of granting and 
issuing particular licenses and permits as set forth in this chapter is hereby delegated to the city 
clerk, as permitted by Chapter 141 of the Acts of 1914. By virtue of such delegation, the city 
clerk, may, in such officer's discretion, grant and issue those particular licenses and permits 
subject to the provisions of law and the regulations and restrictions set forth in this chapter, or 
which may hereafter be made by law or ordinance. The granting and issuing of certain other 
licenses and permits is hereby delegated to the City of New Bedford Licensing Board as 
constituted under Article I section 15-90 of this Code.   
(Code 1963, § § 2-306, 6-101; Ord. of 9-14-89, § 1)   
 
Sec. 15-1.1. Particular licenses and permits issued by city clerk; fees.  
 

The following licenses and permits shall be issued by the city clerk and no person shall engage 
in any such business without first having obtained a license or permit therefore: (1) auctioneer;   
(2) to keep for hire, gain or reward, billiard, pool and sippio tables and bowling alleys; (3) to be a 
hawker and peddler of fruit and vegetables; (4) to be a hawker and peddler of fish; (5) to collect 
junk, old metals, or any secondhand articles; (6) to deal in junk, old metals, or any secondhand 
articles; (7) as a pawnbroker; (8) to take shellfish within the waters of the city; (9) to establish, 
keep open and maintain a skating rink for the amusement of roller skating, and carousels, 
inclined railways, ferris wheels and outdoor exhibitions of fire fighting for the amusement of the 
public for hire, gain or reward; (10) to be a hawker or peddler of any merchandise, article or 
thing.  
 

The fees for certain licenses and permits issued by the city clerk shall be according to the 
following schedule:   
 

(1) For issuing and recording licenses to keepers of billiard saloons, pool or sippio rooms or 
tables, bowling alleys, roller skating rinks, carousels, inclined railways, ferris wheels, outdoor 
exhibitions or fire fighting for the amusement of the public, and picnic groves.  
 

First table or alley.........................................…………....          $30.00  
 

Each additional table or alley .......................................           15.00   
 

(2) For issuing and recording licenses to dealers in old and precious metals  100.00   

                                                 
* Cross reference – License to keep unregistered motor vehicle, § 9-207E; parking vehicle for 
purpose of advertising, § 23-17; vehicle for hire license, § 24-1 et seq. 
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(3) For issuing and recording licenses to junk collectors and dealers in junk and secondhand 
articles.............................................                50.00   
 

(4) For issuing and recording pawnbroker's licenses ...............……………...... 100.00   
(Ord. of 1-14-82, § 1; Ord. of 4-28-83, § § l, 2; Ord. of 3-24-88, § 1; Ord. of 9-14-89, § 2; Ord. 
of 5-26-94, § l; Ord. of 12-20-01, § 1)  

Editor's Note-Section 1 of an ordinance adopted December 20, 2001 rescinded in its entirety 
the transient vendors ordinance of May 26, 1994, which amended this section. Accordingly, 
language referring to transient vendors has been removed from this section.  

Cross References-Administrative and recording fees charged by city clerk, § 2-7; penalty, § 
17-18.   
 
Sec. 15-1.2. Licenses and permits issued by the licensing board; fees.  
 

The following licenses and permits shall be issued by the City of New Bedford Licensing 
Board and no person shall engage in any such business without first having obtained a license of 
permit therefore:  (1) automatic amusement devises; (2) lodging houses; (3) common victualler, 
restaurants; (4) entertainment (televisions, radios, jukeboxes); (5) entertainment (concerts, 
public exhibitions, theatrical events); (6) fortunetellers; (7) motor vehicle engine repair shops, 
motor vehicle damage repair shops and/or towing; (8) motor vehicle sales: classes I, II, and III. 

 
The licensing board shall establish a schedule of fees associated with the above referenced 

licenses and shall amend said schedule as the board deems necessary and appropriate. 
(a) (Ord. of 2-9-84, § 1; Ord. of 9-14-89, § 3; Ord. of 1-10-91, § 1; Ord. of 7-18-02, § 1; 

Ord. of 10-21-03, § 1)   
 
Sec. 15-2. Advertising notice of application; deposit for cost.  
 

Whenever there is filed with the city clerk an application for a license or permit on which a 
public hearing before the mayor or the city council is required by law, the city clerk shall cause 
notice to be given of such hearing by publishing in a daily newspaper distributed in the City of 
New Bedford at least seven (7) days prior to the hearing date, in addition to any other method of 
notice as may be required by law; the applicant shall deposit with the city clerk at the time of 
making application, a sum of money sufficient to pay the expense of publishing and distributing 
said notice. (Code 1963, § 6-109; Ord. of 9-14-89, § 4).  
 
Sec. 15-3. Investigation of applicant-Required.  
 

The city clerk before granting and issuing any of the licenses or permits mentioned in this 
chapter shall be satisfied, by investigation through the police department or by such other means 
as such clerk deems desirable, that the applicant is legally entitled to exercise the license or 
permit applied for. (Code 1963, § 6-104)   
 
Sec. 15-4. Same-Chief of police to assist.  
 

For the assistance of the city clerk in the investigation of the applicant for a license or permit, 
the chief of police is hereby directed, upon request of the city clerk, to forthwith cause an 
investigation to be made and report rendered to the city clerk, upon notification of the pendency 
of application for any license or permit named herein. (Code 1963, § 6-105)   
 
Sec. 15-5. Ineligibility for license or permit; conviction of certain offenses.  
 

None of the licenses or permits mentioned in this chapter shall be granted or issued to a 
person who, within one year previous to the date of application therefore, has been convicted in 
any court in this commonwealth of larceny, illegal gaming, or the illegal keeping or sale of 
intoxicating liquors, any crime involving moral turpitude, including, without limitation, pros-
titution or other criminal acts in violation of M.G.L. Chapter 265, through 272, any criminal acts in 
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violation of M.G.L. Chapter 94C, entitled, the Controlled Substances Act, violations of the terms of 
a similar license or permit held by an applicant, or has been convicted under any state or federal 
laws of any criminal violations relating to the applicant's fitness to be licensed under this chapter.   
(Code 1963, § 6-107; Ord. of 5-11-89, § 1)   
 
Sec. 15-6. Same-Minors.  
 

No license or permit mentioned in this chapter shall be granted and issued to a person under 
the age of eighteen (18) years, and no minor shall sell or expose for sale any goods, wares or 
merchandise, for the sale of which a license or permit is required by law or ordinance.   
(Code 1963, § 6-108; Ord. of 12-12-74)   
 
Sec. 15-7. Reference of application to mayor and city council.  
 

The city clerk may, in such clerk's discretion, refer any application for a license or permit to the 
mayor and/or city council, whichever may be the licensing authority, together with any 
information relating thereto which the clerk may possess; then said mayor and/or city council, 
shall determine whether or not the license or permit applied for shall be granted and shall pass a 
vote directing the city clerk to grant and issue or refuse such license or permit.  
 

Upon the request of any applicant who has been refused a license or permit by the city clerk, 
the city clerk shall submit the application, together with a written statement of the grounds for 
such refusal, with a copy of the police report as to the applicant, to the mayor or city council, as 
the case may require, who shall review the matter and determine whether or not the license or 
permit applied for shall be granted, and shall pass a vote directing the city clerk to grant and 
issue or to refuse such license or permit. (Code 1963, § 6-106)   
 
Sec. 15-8. Term of license or permit.  
 

Licenses or permits designated in this chapter, unless otherwise provided by law shall be 
granted to expire on the thirtieth day of April following the issuance thereof. The city clerk may 
grant such licenses or permits during the month of April to take effect on the first day of May 
following.  (Code 1963. § 6-10:3)   
 
Sec. 15-9. Transfer of license or permit.  
 

The city clerk may make transfers of licenses or permits which involve change in location of 
the licensed premises.  (Code 1963, § 6-110)   
 
Sec. 15-10. Revocation of license or permit-Authorized.  
 

Any license or permit named in this chapter may be revoked by the mayor and/or city council, 
under the provisions of applicable law.  (Code 1963, § 6-112)   
 
Sec. 15-11. Same-Grounds.  
 

If the holder of any license or permit granted hereunder is convicted in any court of the 
commonwealth of larceny, illegal gaming on the licensed premises or the illegal keeping or sale of 
intoxicating liquors upon the licensed premises or any crime involving moral turpitude, or the 
violation of the terms of the license or permit, during the term for which license or permit is 
granted, said license or permit shall be revoked by the mayor and city council, upon notification 
of such conviction from the chief of police. It shall be the duty of the chief of police to forward 
such notices to the mayor and city council upon any such conviction of which such officer may 
have knowledge. (Code 1963. § 6-107)   
 
Sec. 15-12. Loudspeakers, sound trucks, etc. 
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(a) No person shall use or operate or cause to be used or to be operated, for business or 

commercial purposes, in front or outside of any building, place or premises, or in or through any 
window, doorway or opening of such building, or any public street or place any radio device or 
apparatus or any device or apparatus for the amplification of any sounds from any radio, 
phonograph or other sound-making or sound-producing device or any device or apparatus for the 
reproducing or amplification of the human voice.   

 
(b) This section shall not be construed to prohibit the use of sound trucks duly licensed as 

hereinafter provided nor to prohibit the use of public address systems for purposes of speaking on 
matters of public interest.  
 

(c) No sound truck shall be operated in the city, unless duly licensed therefore by the city 
clerk, with the approval of the chief of police of the city.   
 

(d) The fee for any license shall be collected by the city clerk, at the annual rate of twenty-five 
dollars ($25.00) for each such license, and all such licenses shall expire on May first each year. 
The fee for any license issued for less than one year shall be at the rate of three dollars ($3.00) 
per day.   
 

(e) No such license shall authorize the operation or use of more than one such vehicle or 
machine, or authorize the operation, use or parking of any such vehicle or machine between the 
hours of 9:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m. daily, or authorize the operation, use or parking of any such 
vehicle or machine within one thousand (1,000) feet of any hospital, or three hundred (300) feet 
of any funeral home, or three hundred (300) feet of any school building, located in the city.   
 

(f) The use or operation of any sound producing apparatus from a licensed sound truck or 
vehicle of any description is strictly prohibited, except during such time as said licensed vehicle is 
actually in motion.  (Code 1963, § 14-109)  

Annotation-See Commonwealth v. Jacobs, 333 Mass. 204 (1955); 129 N.E. 2d 620.  
State Law Reference-Offensive operation of motor vehicle, M.G.L.A. c. 90, § 16.   

 
Sec. 15-13. Reserved. 
   
Sec. 15-14. Spray paint containers; sale; prohibition against to persons under age of 
eighteen years. 
  

(a) Definitions.  
 

Minor: Any person under the age of eighteen  (18) years.  
 

Person: Any retail establishment.  
 

Spray paint container: Any container which holds paint, stain or other liquid coloring which 
sprays or otherwise emits such contents upon the activation of a carbon dioxide or other gaseous 
propellant button device or by pump action.   
 

(b) Prohibited conduct. No person shall sell or offer for sale, transfer or offer to transfer any 
spray paint container unless such spray paint container is held for sale or transfer in an enclosed 
device which is constructed to prevent removal of the merchandise except by authorized 
attendants or is stored out of sight of the public in such a way as to prevent free access to the 
merchandise by the public.  

 
No person shall sell or otherwise transfer any spray paint container to a minor, unless said 

minor is accompanied by a parent or legal guardian at the time of sale or transfer. Except as 
herein provided, no minor shall purchase or possess any spray paint container.  

 
No minor, shall, at the time of purchase of items specified in this section, knowingly furnish 

fraudulent evidence of maturity including but not limited to, a motor vehicle operator's license, a 
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registration certificate issued under the Federal Selective Service Act, an identification card issued 
to a member of the armed forces or any document issued by a federal, state, county or municipal 
government.   
 

(c) Penalties. Any person who violates the provisions of this section shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof, shall be fined in an amount not less than twenty-five 
dollars ($25.00), nor more than three hundred dollars ($300.00) for each offense. (Ord. of 7-17-
86, § 1)  

Editor's Note-Section 1 of an ordinance adopted July 17, 1986, amended the Code by the 
addition of § 15-70, which provisions have been redesignated at the discretion of the editor as  
§ 15-14.  
 
Secs. 15-15-15-19. Reserved.   
 

ARTICLE II. MAYOR'S LICENSES 
 
Sec. 15-20. Roller skating rinks, carousels, Ferris wheels-Authority to license; 
conditions.  
 

The mayor may grant a license to any person to establish, keep open and maintain skating 
rinks to be used for roller skating, carousels or Ferris wheels, for hire, gain or reward, upon such 
terms, conditions and regulations as such officer may deem proper, subject to Massachusetts 
General Laws, Chapter 140, sections 202 to 205, inclusive, and to the provisions of law relating to 
the observance of Sunday.  (Code 1963, § 6-201)  

State Law Reference-Authority, M.G.L.A. c. 136, § 4; approval by commissioner of public 
safety, M.G.L.A. c. 136, § 4.  
 
Sec. 15-21. Same-Fee.  
 

The city shall receive for each license hereunder, such fee as the mayor considers reasonable, 
which fee, however, shall in no case be less than two dollars ($2.00). (Code 1963, § 6-202)  

State Law Reference-Minimum fee, M.G.L.A. c. 140, § 202.   
 
Sec. 15-22. Theatrical exhibitions.  
 

The mayor may, except as provided in Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 149, section 105, 
grant upon such terms and conditions as such officer deems reasonable, a license for theatrical 
exhibitions, public shows, public amusements and exhibitions of every description, to be held 
upon week days only, to which admission is obtained upon payment of money or upon the 
delivery of any valuable thing, by a ticket, or voucher obtained for money or any valuable thing, 
or, in which, after free admission, amusement is furnished upon a deposit of money in a coin-
controlled apparatus; and the mayor may revoke or suspend such license at such officer's 
pleasure, but shall not grant a license for any such theatrical exhibitions, public shows or public 
amusements or exhibitions of any description, whatever, to be held upon Sundays, except as 
provided in Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 136. (Code 1963, § 6-203)  

Annotations-Commonwealth v. McGann, 213 Mass. 213 (1912), 100 N.E. 355; Jaffarian v. 
Murphy 280 Mass. 402 (1932); Jaffarian v. Somerville Bldg. Com'r. 275 Mass. 267 (1931).  

State Law References-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 140, § 181; racing meetings excepted 
from Sunday prohibition, M.G.L.A. c. 128A.   
 
Sec. 15-23. Sunday amusement licenses.  
 

The mayor may, upon written application describing the proposed entertainment grant, upon 
such terms or conditions as such officer may prescribe, a license to hold on Sunday a public 
entertainment, including musical entertainment, provided by mechanical or electrical means.   
(Code 1963, § 6-204)  

Annotation-Brattle Films, Inc. v. Com. of Public Safety, 333 Mass. 58 (1955).  
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State Law References-Authority to grant, M.G.L.A. c. 140, § 186; observance of Sundays 

and holidays, M.G.L.A. c. 136; required license from commissioner of public safety, M.G.L.A. c. 
136, § 4.  
 
Secs. 15-24-15-29. Reserved.   
 

ARTICLE III. CITY COUNCIL'S LICENSES 
 
Sec. 15-30. Temporary licenses for charitable purposes.  
 

The city clerk may under such conditions as such clerk may deem proper, grant to any 
organization engaged exclusively in charitable work, or to a post of any incorporated organization 
of veterans who served in the military or naval service of the United States in time of war or 
insurrection, a special license authorizing it, for a particular time period not to exceed a period of 
four (4) days to be stated in the license, a particular day and for a charitable purpose stated in 
such license, to sell, through its accredited agents in the streets and other public places within the 
city, or in any designated part thereof, flags, badges, medals, buttons, flowers, souvenirs and 
similar small articles, provided that no person under sixteen (16) years of age shall be accredited 
as such agent, that each agent shall wear in plain sight while engaged in selling such articles, a 
badge, provided by such organization or post and approved by the authority issuing the license, 
bearing upon it the name of such organization or post and the date on which the license is to be 
exercised, and that no such agent shall be authorized to make or attempt to make such sales in 
front of any private premises against the objection of the owner or occupant thereof. (Code 1963, 
§ 6-332; Ord. of 5-13-71, § 1)  

State Law Reference-Authority, M.G.L.A. c. 101, § 12A.   
 
Sec. 15-31. Auctioneer license; fee; residence; term of license.  
 

In accordance with the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 100, Section 10, 
and amendments thereto, no person shall conduct an auction in the city without a special or 
annual permit issued by the local auction permit agent.  

 
Application for such a permit shall be filed with the local auction permit agent and shall contain 

the name of the applicant; the name, address and license number of the auctioneer; the hours 
between which the auction is to be conducted; the location of the auction; and a general 
description of the goods to be auctioned. As to a special permit, the estimated value of the goods 
and the date or dates, not to exceed ten (10), on which the auction shall be held shall also be 
included.  

 
Within three (3) days of the filing of an application for a special permit, the local auction permit 

agent shall either approve the permit subject to stated reasonable terms and conditions relating 
to public safety as he may establish, or deny the application on stated grounds, which must be 
reasonable grounds relating to public safety. Failure of an agent to act within the three-day period 
shall constitute approval of the application. Upon approval, express or implied, the applicant shall 
tender to the city treasurer the permit fee established by said agent, which fee shall be 
reasonable.  

 
No person shall be eligible for an annual permit unless he maintains a regular place of business 

for the conduct of auctioneering in the city. Said permit shall be issued or denied on the same 
terms applicable to a special permit, except that an application which is not acted upon within 
fourteen (14) days of the date of filing with the local auction permit agent shall be deemed 
approved. Each annual permit issued shall be valid for a term of one year commencing on the 
date of the express or implied approval of the application therefore. Any applicant for a special or 
annual permit who is aggrieved by the action of the local auction permit agent on his application 
shall be entitled to a public hearing by the mayor in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 
30A of the Massachusetts General Laws. (Ord. of 3-12-87, § 1)  

Editor's Note-Section 1 of an ordinance adopted March 12, 1987, amended Ch. 15, Art. III, 
by deleting  § 15-31, relative to an auctioneer's license and § 15-32, relative to the bond  
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required for an auctioneer's license, and enacting in lieu thereof a new § 15-31 to read as herein 
set out. The provisions of former § § 15-31 and 15-32 derived from Code 1963, § § 6-303, 6-
304; § 1 of an ordinance adopted Jan. 14, 1982; and § 1 of an ordinance adopted Jan. 13, 1983.   
 
Sec. 15-32. Reserved.  
 

Note-See the Editor’s note- to § 15-31.   
 
Sec. 15-33. Pawnbrokers-Bond.  
 

The city council may license suitable persons to carry on the business of pawnbrokers and may 
revoke such licenses at pleasure. The licensee shall, at the time of receiving such license, file with 
the city clerk, a bond to the city, in the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) with two (2) 
personal sureties approved by the city clerk or a surety company authorized to do business in 
Massachusetts and conditioned for the faithful performance of the duties and obligations 
pertaining to the business so licensed. (Code 1963, § 6-305; Ord. of 1-14-82, § 2, 1-14-82; Ord. 
of 1-13-83, § 1)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 140, § § 70, 77.   
 
Sec. 15-34. Same-Signature, address and description of person selling. 
   

(a) The holder of a license as a pawnbroker shall require the person who pawns, sells or 
exchanges any property upon the licensed premises to personally sign such person's name in full, 
and to add thereto such person's address, and social security number, in such person's own 
handwriting upon a card which shall be furnished so said licensee by the chief of police. The 
licensee shall thereto add a personal description of the person offering any article for pawn, sale 
or exchange, in form substantially as follows: Complexion; height ft. in.; weight lbs.; age; date of 
birth; color of hair; color of eyes; any particularly distinguishing characteristics and including 
driver's license number of such person and the registration number of a motor vehicle used by 
such person, if any. If the person offering said article for pawn, sale or exchange, cannot write, 
the licensee shall so state on said card, and shall witness the seller's mark in place of the 
signature required herein.   
 

(b) Any person who makes a false statement regarding such per inability to write such person's 
name or who writes on the card herein described an address which is not such person's bona fide 
address at the time of so writing, or who makes a false statement to the licensee regarding any of 
the items or data included in the personal description herein required, shall be punished by a fine 
not exceeding twenty dollars ($20.00); and any licensed pawnbroker who knowingly makes, on 
the card provided as herein mentioned and furnished by the chief of police, any false statement 
as to the inability to write or the personal description of any person who offers articles for pawn, 
sale or exchange, shall be punished as provided in section 15-50.  
   

(c) The card above described shall be preserved and filed by the licensee for at least six (6) 
years from the date of pawn, sale or exchange, and shall be displayed by the licensee on request 
of any police officer of the city. (Code 1963, § 6-308)  

State Law Reference-Authority, M.G.L.A. c. 140, § 79.   
 
Sec. 15-35. Same-Daily return.  
 

Every person holding a license as a pawnbroker granted and issued by the city council or by 
the city clerk, in accordance with the provisions of law, shall make a daily return to the chief of 
police on blank forms to be obtained from said chief by said licensee, the form of said blank 
having been approved by the city council, covering the particulars of all loans, purchases, sales or 
transactions of any nature involving property pawned, bought, sold or exchanged under said 
license. (Code 1963, § 6-306)   
 
Sec. 15-36. Same-Notice of circumstances indicating stolen property.  
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It shall be a condition of every license that the licensee shall immediately notify the officer in 

charge of police headquarters of any attempt or suspected attempt on the part of any person 
entering the licensed premises for the disposal of property by pawn, sale, exchange or by any 
other means, when the attending circumstances indicate any possibility that said property has 
been stolen, or is unlawfully in the possession of the person offering it for pawn, sale or 
exchange.  (Code 1963, § 6-307)   
 
Sec. 15-37. Same-Dealing with minor.  
 

No keeper of a pawn shop shall directly or indirectly purchase or receive by way of barter or 
exchange any article or loan any money to a minor knowing or having reason to believe such 
person to be such.  (Code 1963, § 6-307A)   
 
Sec. 15-38. Junk, old metals and secondhand articles dealers-Residence requirement.  
 

Licenses to deal in junk, old metals or any secondhand articles shall be granted only to persons 
who have been residents of the city or to a firm, the principal officers of which have been 
residents of the city, for at least six (6) months next preceding the date of the application for 
such licenses and to persons who have been residents for at least six (6) months in one of the 
towns next adjoining the limits of the city. Provided, however, that this requirement may be 
waived by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the city council. (Code 1963, § 6-309; Ord. of 3-14-74, § 1; 
Ord. of 5-23-85, § 1)  

Annotation-Commonwealth v. Silverman, 220 Mass. 552 (1955).  
Cross Reference-Required certificate from sealer of weights and measures, § 15-87.  
State Law References-Authority, M.G.L.A. c. 140, § § 54, 202.   

 
Sec. 15-39. Same-Record; identification sign.   
 

(a) Every such licensed keeper of a shop for the purchase, sale or barter of junk, old metals or 
secondhand articles, shall keep a book in which shall be written at the time of every purchase of 
any such article, a description thereof, the name, age, date of birth and residence of the person 
from whom, and the day and hour when such purchase was made, and the vehicle registration 
number and operator's license number when such articles are delivered by motor vehicle; such 
book shall at all times be open to the inspection of the mayor, council, chief of police and of any 
person by them authorized to make such inspection.   
 

(b) Every keeper of such shop shall put in some suitable and conspicuous place on such shop a 
sign, having such licensee's name and occupation legibly inscribed thereon in large letters; such 
shop and all articles of merchandise therein may be at all times examined by the mayor, council, 
chief of police, or by any person by them authorized to make such examination. (Code 1963, § 6-
310; Ord. of 9-26-74, § 1)   
Sec. 15-40. Same-Fire prevention precautions.  
 

With each application for a license to deal in junk, old metals or any secondhand articles, the 
applicant shall file with the city clerk a certificate, signed by the chief of the fire department, to 
the effect that the premises covered by the application, which premises shall be clearly described 
in said certificate, have been inspected by the chief or the chiefs representative, within one week 
from the date of said application and that proper precautions against danger from fire, both 
within and surrounding said premises, satisfactory to said chief, have been taken. It shall be the 
duty of the chief of the fire department, either in person or through some member of the fire 
department delegated by the chief, to make an inspection of the premises covered by every 
application for a license to deal in junk, old metals, or any secondhand articles, upon notification 
by the city clerk, and to furnish a certificate of inspection when satisfied that the conditions 
warrant the same. (Code 1963, § 6-309; Ord. of 3-14-74, § 1)   
 
Sec. 15-41. Same-Dealing with minor; holding period. 
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(a) No keeper of a junk, old metals or secondhand articles shop shall, directly or indirectly, 

either purchase or receive by way of barter or exchange, any of the articles aforesaid of a minor 
knowing or having reason to believe the person to be such.   
 

(b) No articles purchased or received by such shop keeper shall be sold until at least thirty  
(30) days from the date of its purchase or receipt have elapsed. (Code 1963, § 6-310)   
 
Sec. 15-42. Same-Information in license.  
 

All the regulations of sections 15-39, 15-40 and 15-41 shall be incorporated in every such 
license granted.   
(Code 1963, § 6-310)   
 
Sec. 15-43. Same-Signature, etc., of seller; daily return; notice of suspected theft.  
 

The provisions of sections 15-34, 15-35, 15-36 and 15-37 shall apply to and be observed by 
the holders of licenses as dealers in junk, old metals and secondhand articles. (Code 1963, § 6-
310)  
 
Sec. 15-44. Junk collectors and hawkers and peddlers of fruits and vegetables and fish-
Residence of junk collectors and peddlers of fruits and vegetables; endorsement, 
display, etc. of license. 
   

(a) No license as a junk collector or as a hawker and peddler of fruits and vegetables shall be 
granted to a person who has not been a resident of the city for at least six (6) months next 
preceding the date of application for such license.   
 

(b) Every person licensed as a junk collector or as a hawker and peddler of fruits and 
vegetables shall endorse his usual signature upon his license. The city clerk shall, at the expense 
of the licensee, provide means for displaying such license which must be worn in a visible and 
conspicuous manner on his outer clothing with the license number, licensee's name and date of 
expiration exposed to view. Each licensee shall produce his, license for inspection whenever 
demanded by the mayor, inspector of standards, sealer or deputy sealer of weights and 
measures, city treasurer, city clerk, constables, police officer or justice of the peace; and if he 
fails so to do, or fails to wear his license in a visible and conspicuous manner as heretofore 
prescribed, he shall be subject to the same penalty as if he had no license.   
(Code 1963, § 6-311; Ord. of 3-14-74, § 2; Ord. of 1-14-82, § 3, 1-14-82)  

State Law References-Junk collector's license, M.G.L.A. c.. 140, § § 54, 202; defined, 
M.G.L.A. c. 140, § 56; transient vendor's license, M.G.L.A. c. 101, § 5; hawkers and peddlers' 
license fees, M.G.L.A. c. 101, § 22.   
 
Sec. 15-45. Same-License as both junk collector and peddler of fruits and vegetables.  
 

Unless with the express sanction of the mayor and council, the city clerk shall not grant or 
issue:   
 

(1) A license as a collector of junk to the holder of a license as a hawker and peddler of fruits 
and vegetables; nor   
 

(2) A license as a hawker and peddler of fruits and vegetables to the holder of a license as a 
junk collector; provided, however, in case the holder of either license herein mentioned 
surrenders such license, the city clerk may grant and issue a license of the other kind upon 
payment of the established fee; the purpose of this section being to prohibit one licensee from 
holding a license as a junk collector and a license as a hawker and peddler of fruits and 
vegetables at the same time, unless the same shall be permitted by express vote of the mayor 
and council.  (Code 1963, § 6-319)  
 
Secs. 15-46-15-48. Reserved.  
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Editor's Note-Section 4 of an ordinance adopted Jan. 14, 1982, repealed § § 6-313, 6-314 
and 6-316 of the 1963 Code. Said sections were codified as § § 15-46-15-48 of this Code and 
formerly concerned badges for junk collectors, hawkers and peddlers of fruits, vegetables and 
fish.  
 
Sec. 15-49. Same-Dealing with minor by junk collector.  
 

No person to whom a junk collector's license shall be granted shall directly or indirectly, either 
purchase or receive by way of barter or exchange any of the articles aforesaid of a minor, 
knowing or having reason to believe the person to be such.   
(Code 1963, § 6-312)   
 
Sec. 15-50. Violations by pawnbrokers, junk, etc., dealers-Fine; revocation of license.  
 

Whoever violates any of the provisions of sections 15-31 through 15-49 shall be punished by a 
fine not exceeding fifty dollars ($50.00) for each offense, and any license as a pawnbroker or as a 
dealer in junk, old metals, or any secondhand articles or as a junk collector or as a hawker and 
peddler of fruits and vegetables held by him shall forthwith be revoked by the mayor and council 
upon notification of conviction of such violation by the chief of police, who is hereby directed to 
notify the mayor and council of every such conviction involving a person holding such license from 
the city.   
(Code 1963, § 6-317; Ord. of 9-26-74, § 2; Ord. of 1-14-82, § 4, 1-14-82)   
 
Sec. 15-51. Same-Disqualification following revocation.  
 

No new license as a pawnbroker, or as a dealer in junk, old metals or any secondhand articles 
or as a junk collector or as a hawker or peddler of fruits and vegetables shall be granted or issued 
to a person whose license has been revoked, as set forth in section 15-50, or to a firm or 
corporation in which any person whose license has been so revoked is in any way financially 
interested, for the period of five (5) years following such revocation.   
(Code 1963, § 6-318; Ord. of t-14-82, § 5, 1-14-82; Ord. of 3-24-88, § 2)  

Editor's Note-Section 2 of an ordinance adopted March 24, 1988, deleted former § 15-51, 
relative to noise and parking restrictions for peddlers, vendors and hawkers, which derived from 
Code 1963, § § 14-102 and 14-115. Section 2 of said ordinance also renumbered former § 15-52 
as  § 15-51 and enacted a new § 15-52.   
 
Sec. 15-52. Restrictions governing hawkers and peddlers. 
  

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the business of hawker or peddler of any 
merchandise, article or thing without having first secured a license therefore from the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Director of Standards.   
 

(b) The word, "person," as used herein shall include the singular and the plural and shall also 
mean and include any person, firm, or corporation, association, club, co-partnership or society, or 
any other organization.   
 

(c) The word "peddler," as used herein shall include any person, whether a resident of the City 
of New Bedford or not, traveling by foot, wagon, automotive vehicle, or any other type of 
conveyance, from place to place, from house to house, or from street to street, carrying, 
conveying or transporting foods, wares, or merchandise, offering and exposing the same for sale, 
and further provided, that one who solicits orders and, as a separate transaction, makes  
deliveries to purchasers as a part of a scheme or design to evade the provisions of this section 
shall be deemed a peddler subject to the provisions of this section. The word, "peddler," shall 
include the words, "hawker" and "huckster."   
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(d) Every hawker or peddler under this section must file with the city clerk a copy of the 

Director of Standards' license issued to him before engaging in the business of hawker or peddler, 
as described above, in the City of New Bedford.   
 

(e) Any badge issued by the director of standards shall be worn constantly by the hawker or 
peddler on the front of his hat or outer garment in such a way as to be conspicuous during such 
time as said person is engaged in peddling.  

 
No license or badge issued under the provisions of General Laws-Chapter 101 shall be used or 

worn at any time by any person other than the one to whom it was issued. Hawkers and peddlers 
are required to exhibit their licenses at the request of any citizen.  

 
It shall be the duty of any police officer of the City of New Bedford to require any person seen 

peddling, and who is not known by such officer to be duly licensed, to produce his peddler's 
license and to enforce the provisions of the section against any person found to be violating the 
same.   
 

(f) The sale by hawkers or peddlers of jewelry, furs, wines or spirituous liquors, small artificial 
flowers or miniature flags is prohibited.  

 
Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent the granting of temporary licenses under 

section 15-30 for the sale of small artificial flowers or miniature flags. For the purposes of this 
section, a "small artificial flower" shall mean any artificial flower the blossom or body of which 
does not exceed two and one-quarter   
(2¼) inches in any dimension.   
 

(g) No hawker or peddler, nor any person in his behalf, shall shout, make any cryout, blow a 
horn, ring a bell or use any sound device, including any loud-speaking radio or sound amplifying 
system upon any of the streets, alleys, parks or other public places of the city or upon any private 
premises in the city where sound of sufficient volume is emitted or produced therefrom to be 
capable of being plainly heard upon the streets, avenues, alleys, parks, or other public places, for 
the purpose of attracting attention to any goods, wares or merchandise which such hawker or 
peddler proposes to sell.   

 
(h) No hawker or peddler shall have any exclusive right to any location in the public streets, 

nor shall any be permitted a stationary location, nor shall he be permitted to operate in any 
congested area where his operations might impede or inconvenience the public. For the purpose 
of this section, the judgment of a police officer, exercised in good faith, shall be deemed 
conclusive as to whether the area is congested or the public impeded or inconvenienced. Nor shall 
any hawker or peddler be permitted to operate within one hundred (100) feet of a licensed place 
of entertainment nor within one hundred (100) feet of any picnic grove, park or playground. 
Notwithstanding anything in this subsection to the contrary, in the area of the city known as "East 
Beach" and "West Beach", no hawker or peddler shall be permitted to operate within one hundred 
(100) feet of an entrance of a licensed place of entertainment, park, playground or city leased 
concession stand.  
 

Notwithstanding anything in this subsection to the contrary, a hawker and peddler of foods 
shall be permitted a stationary location between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 2:00 a.m. from 
June 1 to September 30 in the following area in the city:  
 

Beginning at the intersection of the south line of Spring Street and the east line of Seventh 
Street; thence northerly in the east line of Seventh Street to the north line of Union Street; 
thence easterly in the north line of Union Street to the west line of No. Sixth Street; thence 
northerly in the west line of No. Sixth Street to the north line of Middle Street; thence easterly 
in the north line of Middle Street to the east line of Acushnet Avenue; thence southerly in the 
east line of Acushnet Avenue to the north line of Elm Street; thence easterly in the north line 
of Elm Street to the east line of Water Street; thence southerly in the east line of Water Street 
to the south line of Union Street; thence westerly in the south line of Union Street to the east 
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line of Second Street; thence southerly in the east line of Second Street to the south line of 
Spring Street; thence westerly in the south line of Spring Street to the place of beginning.   

 
(i) The chief of police shall report to the city clerk all convictions for violation of this section 

and the city clerk shall maintain a record for each license filed pursuant to paragraph (d) above 
and record the reports of violation therein.   
 

(j) Any person violating any of the provisions of this section shall, upon conviction thereof, be 
punished by a fine not to exceed one hundred dollars ($100.00) for each offense; and a separate 
offense shall be deemed committed on each day during or on which a violation occurs or 
continues.   
(Ord. of 3-24-88, § 2; Ord. of 6-13-96, § 1; Ord. of 1-19-99, § 1)   
 
Sec. 15-53. Billiards, pool, sippio, bowling-Hours for billiards, pool, sippio.  
 

No billiard, pool or sippio table, operated under license provided for by law and issued under 
the provisions of this chapter, shall be used or permitted by the licensee to be used between the 
hours of 12:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., except that on the night preceding a holiday (save when such 
holiday comes on a Sunday) such tables may be used until 2:00 a.m.; provided, however, that 
the city council may, upon the application of a licensee, waive the preceding time limitations if the 
use thereof is to be permitted by the licensee to a charitable organization or public agency.  

State Law Reference-Authority, M.G.L.A. c. 140, § § 177, 202.   
 
Sec. 15-54. Same-Admitting minors.  
 

The keeper of a billiard, pool or sippio room or table who admits a minor under the age of 
eighteen (18) thereto without the written consent of the minor's parent or guardian, or the  
keeper of a bowling alley in which alcoholic beverages are sold who admits thereto a minor under 
the age of sixteen (16) without such consent, shall forfeit ten dollars ($10.00) for the first twenty 
dollars ($20.00) for each subsequent offense.   
(Code 1963, § 6-321)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 140, § 179.   
 
Sec. 15-55. Same-Revocation of pool, billiard or sippio table licenses; penalty.  
 

If a licensee uses or permits the use of such tables contrary to the provisions contained in 
section 15-53, the license shall be revoked by the mayor and council; and in addition shall be 
subject to the penalty provided by Massachusetts General Laws, and/or section 15-54.   
(Code 1963, § 6-322)   
 
 
Sec. 15-56. Shooting galleries-Term of license; suspension, revocation.  
 

The city council may grant a license to conduct a shooting gallery which shall expire on May 
first following the date of issue. Said license may be suspended or revoked at pleasure.   
(Code 1963, § 6-323)  

State Law Reference-Authority, M.G.L.A. c. 140, § 56A.   
 
Sec. 15-57. Same-Definition.  
 

The term "shooting gallery" as used herein shall mean a public resort equipped with appliances 
for target shooting.   
(Code 1963, § 6-324)  

State Law Reference-Similar provision, M.G.L.A. c. 140, § 56A.   
 
Sec. 15-58. Same-Bond.  
 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
Before the granting of a shooting gallery license, the applicant for the license shall file with the 

city clerk a bond running to the city, with sureties approved by the treasurer thereof, in the 
amount of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) to be conditioned upon the payment of any loss, 
damage or injury resulting to persons or property by reason of the conduct of such shooting 
gallery.   
(Code 1963, § 6-325)  

State Law Reference-Similar provision, M.G.L.A. c. 140, § 56A.   
 
Sec. 15-59. Same-Fees.  
 

The fee for each annual license for a shooting gallery shall be thirty dollars ($30.00).   
(Code 1963, § 6-326; Ord. of 1-14-82, § 6, 1-14-82)  

State Law Reference-Authority, M.G.L.A. c. 140, § 56A.   
 
Sec. 15-60. Sunday sports.  
 

Such sports or games on Sunday shall take place on such playgrounds, parks or other places 
as may be designated for that purpose in a license issued by the city council, with the approval of 
the mayor, provided, that if, under any statute or ordinance, a public playground or park is  
placed under the exclusive charge and authority of any other officials, such officials shall, for that 
playground or park, be the licensing authority; and provided, that no sport or game shall be 
permitted in a place, other than a public playground or park, within one thousand (1,000) feet of 
any regular place of worship.   
(Code 1963, § 6-327)  

State Law References-Authority, restrictions, M.G.L.A. c. 136, § 4; prior law accepted by city 
on Dec. 13, 1928.   
 
Sec. 15-61. Petroleum products, etc.-Licenses authorized.  
 

Licenses for the keeping, storage, manufacture or sale of crude petroleum or any of its 
products or of any of the articles mentioned in section 9 of Chapter 148 of Massachusetts General 
Laws, shall be granted by the city council after compliance with all statutory conditions and 
regulations and on the payment of such fees as are established therefore.   
(Code 1963, § 6-328)   
 
Sec. 15-62. Same-Fees for petroleum licenses.  
 

The fees to be charged for licenses granted under the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 148, 
are hereby established as follows:   
 

(1) Keeping and storage in a designated building or structure of:  
 

Not more than 5 automobiles........................................ $20.00  
 

Not more than 10 automobiles....................................... 40.00  
 

Not more than 20 automobiles....................................... 60.00  
 

Not more than 25 automobiles ....................................... $80.00  
 

More than 25 automobiles ........................................... 200.00   
 

(2) Keeping, storage, and sale, or for use in the generation of electricity or energy, at a 
designated locus of crude petroleum or any of its products:  
 

Not more than 50 gallons ........................................... $20.00  
 

51 gallons to 100 gallons inclusive ................................... 40.00  
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101 gallons to 200 gallons inclusive .................................. 60.00  
 

201 gallons to 250 gallons inclusive .................................. 80.00  
 

251 gallons to 1,000 gallons inclusive ................................ 100.00  
 

1001 gallons to 5,000 gallons inclusive ............................... 120.00  
 

5,001 gallons to 10,000 gallons inclusive.............................. 140.00  
 

10,001 gallons to 60,000 gallons inclusive............................. 250.00  
 

More than 60,000 gallons............................................ 300.00  
 

Plus, each additional 10,000 gallons .............................. 60.00  
 

More than 100,000 gallons .......................................... 600.00  
 

Plus, each additional 10,000 gallons ............................. 60.00  
 

Maximum fee....................................................... 2,000.00   
 

(3) In all cases where a new license is applied for to cover the keeping, storage or sale of an 
additional quantity of petroleum products in connection with a license already in existence and in 
full force and effect, the fee to be charged therefore shall be based on the amount of additional 
gallonage only.   
 

(4) In the construction of this section, no extra fee shall be charged for a lubritorium of not 
over three  (3) car capacity designed to be used in connection with a commercial filling station.   
(Code 1963, § 6-329; Ord. of 2-12-81, § 1; Ord. of 10-23-86, § 1; Ord. of 6-23-94, '§ 1)   
 
Sec. 15-63. Same-Annual certificate of registration; fee.  
 

Annually on or before April thirtieth the owner or occupant of the licensed land shall file with 
the city clerk a certificate of registration and pay therefore a fee of one-half (1/2) the amount of 
the above established license fee.   
(Code 1963, § 6-330; Ord. of 4-10-80)   
 
 
 
 
Sec. 15-64. Shellfish-License or permit required; penalty; issuance; regulations 
authorized. 
   

(a) No person shall take shellfish, including scallops, from the waters of the city until a proper 
license or permit has been obtained.  
 

(b) Any person violating these provisions shall be punished by a fine of ten dollars ($10.00) for 
each offense.   
 

(c) The city council may, as authorized by Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 130, section 
52, issue licenses and permits for the taking of shellfish and make regulations, not contrary to 
law, in connection therewith.   
(Code 1963, § § 6-331, 14-117)  

Cross Reference-Weigher of fish, § 15-83.  
State Law Reference-issuance to aliens in this city, M.G.L.A. c. 130, § 55.   
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Sec. 15-65. Same-Designation of shellfish constables and wardens.  
 

The mayor may designate as shellfish constable and warden, one or more constables for the 
detection and prosecution of violations of the laws of the commonwealth, or local ordinances, 
rules and regulations relative to shellfish or shellfisheries.   
(Code 1963, § 1-1701)  

Editor's Note-Ch. 411, Acts 1911, creating board of shellfish commissioners, is perhaps of 
historical interest only.  

State Law Reference-Authority, M.G.L.A. c. 130, § 98.   
 
Sec. 15-66. Same-Suspension of licenses and permits. 
   

(a) The shellfish warden or deputy warden is authorized to take the license or permit of any 
person found by such warden to be violating any state or municipal rule, regulation or law 
pertaining to the taking of shellfish.   
 

(b) The shellfish warden shall report to the city council the nature of said violation, and the city 
council shall take whatever action it deems required by the circumstances.   
 

(c) The taking of said license or permit by the shellfish warden or deputy warden shall act as a 
suspension of all rights and privileges contained in said license or permit, and said suspension 
shall not be lifted until the matter has been considered by the city council.   
(Code 1963, § 1-1702; Ord. of 8-20-98, § 1)   
 
Sec. 15-67. Same-Surrender of license or permit; ineligibility for renewal.  
 

Any person convicted of the violation of any of the rules and regulations promulgated by the 
city council or of any statute pertaining to the taking, transportation or sale of shellfish, including 
scallops, shall immediately surrender such person's license or permit to the shellfish warden, who, 
in turn, shall deposit it with the city clerk.  

 
A person so convicted shall be ineligible for a license or permit until the expiration of one year 

from the date of said conviction.   
(Code 1963, § 1-1703)  
 
Sec. 15-68. Same-Interference with taking.  
 

Whoever willfully and without lawful authority, by word, act or deed, hinders or interferes with 
or aids in hindering or interfering with a person lawfully engaged in the process of taking shellfish, 
including scallops, shall be punished by a fine of twenty dollars ($20.00) in addition to any and all 
other penalties provided by law.   
(Code 1963, § 14-118; Ord. of 9-14-89, § 5)  
 
Sec. 15-69. Motor vehicle engine repair shops and motor vehicle auto body repair 
shops-License required.  
 

No person or firm shall engage in the business of operating a motor vehicle engine repair shop 
or motor vehicle body repair shop without obtaining a license therefore from the licensing board 
and complying with the terms of this ordinance [sections 15-69 through 15-69.13].   
(Ord. of 9-14-89, § 6)   
 
Sec. 15-69.1. Same-Definitions.  
  

(1) Motor vehicle repair shop shall mean any place, indoors or outdoors, where damaged 
motor vehicle engines and/or bodies are repaired for a charge, and any place where the work of 
repairing damaged motor vehicles is carried on as an incident to the business of selling new or 
used motor vehicles, or new and used motor vehicle parts, except that a place where only the 
following work is done, is not an automobile repair shop: Ordinary repairs and maintenance; tire 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
changing or repairing, lamp globe changing; fan belt changing; the charging or changing of 
batteries; and the installation of such other minor parts or the making of such trivial repairs as is 
customarily done as an incident to the business of selling motor fuel, oil or accessories.   
 

(2) Motor vehicle shall mean an automobile, truck, motorcycle, or other trackless, self-
propelled vehicle designed primarily to transport persons or property over public streets and 
highway.   
(Ord. of 9-14-89, § 6; Ord. of 4-22-93, § 2)   
 
Sec. 15-69.2. Same-License applications; fee.  
 

Applications for licenses hereunder shall be made to the licensing board on forms to be 
provided by said board. No applications for licenses nor applications for renewal shall be received 
by said board unless accompanied with a certificate of registration issued to the applicant under 
the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 100A, and any amendments thereto. Each 
application shall be accompanied by a fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00) which shall be 
retained by the city.   
(Ord. of 9-14-89, § 6, Ord. of 4-22-93, § 1)   
 
Sec. 15-69.3. Same-Notice of license application; cost.  
 

Upon application for said license, the clerk of the licensing board shall cause notice of such 
application, stating the location of the proposed business, and stating that a public hearing will be 
given by the licensing board at a specified time and place, to be advertised at least seven (7) 
days prior to the hearing in one or more daily newspapers distributed in the City of New Bedford. 
Notice shall also be given by certified mail, not less than seven (7) days prior to said hearing, to 
all owners of real estate abutting the land for which the application is made, and to the owners of 
land directly opposite subject land on any public or private street, as furnished by the board of 
assessors from the most recent city tax list at the time the application for such license is filed.  
 

Upon such application, the Licensing Board shall request the fire chief, the police chief, the 
inspector of buildings, and the director of health department, to investigate the site of the 
proposed license and to report to the licensing board on the effects of granting such a license, 
considering the standards set out in section 15-69.5 of this ordinance.  

 
The cost of all notices, including publication costs, shall be paid by the applicant at the 

time of application.   
(Ord. of 9-14-89, § 6; Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)   
 
Sec. 15-69.4. Same-Hearing on application.  
 

After application and notice, the licensing board shall hold a public hearing at the time and 
place stated in said notices. At the public hearing, the licensing board will hear fully the applicant 
and any person interested and wishing to be heard.   
( Ord. of 9-14-89, § 6)   
 
Sec. 15-69.5. Same-Grant of license; restrictions.  
 

In determining whether to grant the license, the licensing board shall consider the effect the 
motor vehicle repair shop will have on the neighborhood in relation to fire hazards, noise, 
aesthetics, traffic, waste disposal, and air pollution.  

 
The licensing board may place such restrictions on the license as it deems necessary as a 

condition of granting or renewing the license.   
( Ord. of 9-14-89, § 6)   
 
Sec. 15-69.6. Same-Posting of license.  
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Any license granted under this ordinance [section 15-69 through 15-69.13] shall be posted in a 

conspicuous place on the premises of the licensed property. A separate license shall be obtained 
in the manner prescribed herein for each branch location or establishment of the business 
engaged in, as if each such branch establishment or location were a separate business.  

 
The license provided for in this ordinance shall allow the holder to operate only on the property 

address for which the license is granted.   
( Ord. of 9-14-89, § 6)   
 
Sec. 15-69.7. Same-Requirements; temporary exemption.  
 

Within sixty (60) days from the date of the enactment of this ordinance, any person or 
firm operating a motor vehicle repair shop on the date of enactment of this ordinance, shall apply 
to the licensing board for a motor vehicle repair shop license. The clerk of the licensing board 
shall grant such license without licensing board consideration or approval regardless of any other 
provisions of this ordinance, provided that the inspector of buildings certifies that any such 
application conforms with the zoning ordinances of the City of New Bedford and that the chief of 
police certifies it conforms to public safety, and that the chief of the fire department certifies it 
conforms to fire safety.   
(Ord. of 9-14-89, § 6; Ord. of 7-21-03, § 2)   
 
Sec. 15-69.8. Same-Termination of license upon transfer.  
 

The license shall terminate upon the transfer of the business to another location, or the 
transfer of the business from the licensed holder to any other person or entity.   
(Ord. of 9-14-89, § 6)   
 
Sec. 15-69.9. Same-Fire hazards.  
 

The chief of the fire department may require such safety devices as he deems necessary to 
protect the public against fire and/or hazards likely to cause fires.   
(Ord. of 9-14-89, § 6)   
 
Sec. 15-69.10. Same-License renewal.  
 

This license shall be renewed annually and only upon application for renewal. Renewal fee shall 
be seventy-five dollars ($75.00).   
(Ord. of 9-14-89, § 6)   
 
Sec. 15-69.11. Same-Revocation of license.  
 

The licensing board may revoke such license for good cause shown, after giving the license 
holder notice and an opportunity to be heard at a public meeting.   
(Ord. of 9-14-89, § 6)   
 
Sec. 15-69.12. Same-Penalty.  
 

Any violation of this ordinance [sections 15-69 through 15-69.13] shall be punished by a fine 
of not more than two hundred dollars ($200.00) for each day the violations continue.   
(Ord. of 9-14-89, § 6)   
 
Sec. 15-69.13. Same-Enforcement.  
 

The New Bedford Police Department shall be charged with enforcing any violations of this 
ordinance [sections 15-69 through 15-69.13].   
(Ord. of 9-14-89, § 6)   
 
Sec. 15-70. Transportation of mechanism for incineration and water treatment.  
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(1) Permit. No person, firm or corporation shall transport ovens, incinerators, mobile 
incinerators, mobile water treatment plants, devices or mechanisms of any kind used in 
incineration or water treatment through the streets or air space or waterways of the city without 
first obtaining a permit from the mayor and city council.  
   

(2) Notice. When those items requiring a permit as specified in this section are to be shipped 
or transported into, within, through or out of the city, the shipper or carrier, or person otherwise 
responsible, shall first notify the mayor and city council, in a form provided, eight (8) weeks prior 
to the date of shipment. The form shall include the date of shipment, type and quantity of items 
involved, method of transportation, route, starting point, destination and such other information 
as the mayor and city council may reasonably require.   
 

(3) Hearing. Before granting a permit the mayor and city council shall hold a public hearing 
thereon; notice of time and place of such hearing and the subject thereof, sufficient for 
identification shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the City of New Bedford 
once in each of two (2) successive weeks, the first publication to be not less than fourteen (14) 
days before the day of hearing and, also, notice of said hearing shall be sent by mail, postage 
prepaid, to the petitioner.   
 

(4) Issuance of permit. The mayor and city council shall not issue a permit for the 
transportation of the items enumerated in this section unless it is satisfied that the transportation 
and use of said items shall not cause air pollution, danger to the health of the residents and shall 
not be detrimental to the welfare and safety of the neighborhood. In granting any permit provided 
for in this section the mayor and city council may issue said permit subject to such appropriate 
conditions and safeguards as in its discretion will make an excepted use harmonious with the 
general purpose and intent of this section. No permit shall be granted under this section except 
by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the mayor and of all the members of the city council.   
 

(5) Severability. The provisions of this section are severable, and if any part of this section 
should be found to be invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the remaining provisions.   
 

(6) Penalty. Any person, firm or corporation violating any provision of this section shall be 
fined three hundred dollars ($300.00) for each offense, and a separate offense shall be deemed 
committed on each day during or on which a violation occurs or continues. The New Bedford 
Police Department shall be charged with enforcing any violations of this section.   
(Ord. of 7-15-93, § 1)  
 
Secs. 15-71-15-71.8. Reserved.  

 
Editor's Note-Section 1 of an ordinance adopted December 20, 2001 rescinded the ordinance 

of May 26, 1994 which pertained to transient vendors, and added former § § 15-71- 15-71.8.  
 
Secs. 15-72-15-79. Reserved.   
 
ARTICLE IV WEIGHERS, MEASURERS AND SURVEYOR OF COMMODITIES 

 
Sec. 15-80. General-Appointment; qualification; term.  

 
The mayor on the written request of any person engaged in buying, selling or transporting 

goods or commodities which require weighing, surveying or measuring, shall appoint weighers, 
measurers or surveyors of such goods or commodities, who shall be sworn before entering upon 
their duties, shall serve for one year, and may be removed at any time by the appointing 
authority. At least one such weigher and surveyor shall not be engaged in the business of buying, 
selling or transporting the goods or commodities weighed, measured or surveyed by such person, 
but no person shall be ineligible for appointment because of residence elsewhere than in this city.   
(Code 1963, § 3-1301)  
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State Law References-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 41, § 85; giving false weights, M.C.L.A. 

c. 94, § 177.   
 
Sec. 15-81. Duties and obligations.  
 

All persons appointed under section 15-80 shall keep accurate records, in the form prescribed 
by the director of standards, of all weighings, measurements or surveys made by them, which 
shall at all reasonable times be open to inspection by the director and the director's inspectors 
and by the local sealer of weights and measures.   
(Code 1963, § 3-1302)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 41, § 86.   
 
Sec. 15-82. Measurers of wood and bark; appointment, oath, term.  
 

Annually in January, the mayor shall appoint, subject to confirmation by the city council, one 
or more measurers of wood and bark, who shall be sworn to the faithful performance of their 
duties and shall hold office during the year and until otherwise are appointed and qualified in their 
stead.   
(Code 1963, § 3-1303)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 94, § 296.  
 
Sec. 15-83. Public weigher of fish-Appointment; term; bond.  
 

The mayor shall annually appoint a public weigher of fish, who shall be a resident of the City of 
New Bedford, to hold office for one year from the time of appointment and until a successor is 
appointed, who shall be sworn to the faithful performance of official duties and shall give bond, 
with sureties, in the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00). He shall provide assistance to all 
members of the city's commercial fishing industry on a voluntary contractual basis in the 
unloading of fish and other seafood. (Code 1963, § 1-1607; Ord. of 12-13-84, § 1)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. ch. 41, § 88.   
 
Sec. 15-84. Same-Deputy weighers.  
 

The public weigher of fish may appoint, subject to the approval of the mayor, deputy weighers, 
who shall be residents of the City of New Bedford, and for whose official conduct the public 
weigher of fish shall be answerable, who shall be sworn, and from each of whom such weigher 
shall require a bond, with sureties, in the sum of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00). The number 
of deputy weighers appointed should be sufficient to provide one individual each for each vessel 
unloading on the day on which the largest number of vessels in the port unloading, called for the 
services of the public weigher of fish and the deputy weighers on any one single day during the 
prior calendar year. Deputy weighers of fish shall be assigned by the public weigher of fish from a 
posted rotating list. Said list shall be posted in the Wharfinger Building and, the next person not 
assigned the previous working day shall be the first assigned the following day, if available, and 
the other listed deputies shall be assigned in succession. (Code 1963, § 1-1602; Ord. of 1-13-83, 
§ 1; Ord. of 12-13-84, § 2)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 41, § 89.   
 
Sec. 15-85. Same-Conflict of interest.  
 

The weigher and deputy weighers of fish shall not be interested directly or indirectly in the 
buying or selling of fish.   
(Code 1963, § 1-1603)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 41, § 89.   
 
Sec. 15-85.1. Same-Definitions ; duties; fee; validity.   
 

(a) The following terms, as used in sections 15-83 through 15-85.1, shall have the respective 
meanings ascribed to them:  
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Species of fish and seafood All saltwater fish and seafood of every nature and description, 

including without limitation, finfish and scallops.  
 
Tally sheet Paper on which weight or measure of fish or other seafood, specie, selling vessel, 

buyer, public weigher of fish or deputy weigher of fish, and date are recorded clearly when the 
fish or other seafood is unloaded.   
 

(b) The public weigher of fish and deputy weighers of fish shall assist in the unloading of fish 
and other seafood by personally observing and tallying or checking the quantities as unloaded, 
and shall guard against tampering or other dishonesty with weighing and measuring devices, and 
shall guard against pilferage. Additionally, the public weigher of fish and the deputy weighers of 
fish shall prepare the completed tally sheet, in triplicate, as the fish or other seafood is unloaded, 
which shall be signed by the public weigher or deputy weigher, a representative of the selling 
vessel and a representative of the buyer, after landing and prior to the removal of the fish or 
seafood from the immediate unloading area. No fish shall be removed from the immediate loading 
area until a tally sheet recording the same has been completed and signed (or punched or 
otherwise marked) by the weigher, a representative of the vessel and by a representative of the 
buyer. The public weigher or the deputy weigher shall provide a signed copy of the tally sheet to 
each aforedescribed representative, and return the third copy to the respective settlement house, 
unless directed otherwise by the settlement house.   
 

(c) The public weigher and the deputy weighers shall balance the scale on a voluntary basis. If 
the public weigher or deputy weighers are specifically called, they shall then be paid ten dollars 
($10.00) by the person requesting such balancing of the scale. At no time shall the public weigher 
or deputy weighers be paid more than ten dollars ($10.00) for balancing scales during the 
unloading of one vessel. The public weigher and the deputy weighers may and should remove ice 
and other debris accumulating on such devices, and shall alert all parties as soon as any such 
device being used, or to be used, is observed reading other than zero, or not in balance when no 
fish or other seafood is then upon such device. Nothing contained herein shall be deemed to 
derogate, lessen or supersede the powers, duties and authority of the sealer of weights and 
measures or his deputies.    
 

(d) The public weigher of fish shall assist in the placement of him/or herself and the deputy 
weighers, with those members, including transient users, of the city's commercial fishing industry 
who wish to hire the public weigher or the deputy weighers to perform the deputies outlined in 
this section. Should a dispute arise after the fish or seafood has been transported from the 
immediate unloading area without a tally sheet having been completed, including being signed by 
the public weigher or deputy weigher, and the representatives of the selling vessel and the buyer, 
the public weigher or deputy weigher's totals shall be conclusive evidence of the same, admissible 
in any court or proceeding concerning the same.   
 

(e) Validity. Should any subsection, paragraph, sentence or word of this section hereby 
adopted be declared for any reason to be invalid, the remainder of said section shall not be 
affected.   
(Ord. of 12-13-84, § 3)   
 
Sec. 15-86. Sealer and deputy sealers-Appointment; salary; fees; accounting.  
 

Subject to Chapter 31 of Massachusetts General Laws, the mayor shall appoint a sealer, 
and one or more deputies to act under the direction of the sealer. The sealer and deputies shall 
enforce the law pertaining to weighing and measuring devices and to the giving of false or 
insufficient weight or measure. Sealers and deputies shall receive a salary in conformity with 
established schedules. They shall account for and pay into the city treasury monthly all fees 
received and shall make an annual report to the city council and to the director of standards.  The 
sealer of weights and measures shall report to the commissioner of inspectional services.  (Code 
1963, § 3-1304; Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 98, § 34.    
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Sec. 15-87. Same-Certificate required for certain businesses.  
 

The city clerk shall require, at the time of the application, from each person who applies for a 
license as a hawker and peddler of fruits and vegetables, or for a license as a dealer in junk, old 
metals or any secondhand articles, or for a license as a junk collector, a certificate from the sealer 
of weights and measures showing that the scales, weights, measures and balances used or 
intended to be used in the exercise of said license have been sealed in accordance with law.   
(Code 1963, § 6-110)   
 
Sec. 15-88. Fees of sealers; city council authorized to set.  
 

The city council shall, from time to time, set fees for sealing, weighing, or measuring devices, 
by city council order.   
(Ord. of 9-10-87, § 1)   
 
Sec. 15-89. Reserved.   
 

ARTICLE I. ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES* 
 
Sec. 15-90. Licensing board-Constituted.  
 

There shall be a licensing board consisting of three (3) persons appointed by the mayor and 
confirmed by the city council, which shall possess those powers and duties enumerated in Chapter 
138 of Massachusetts General Laws, and other applicable law. One member shall be appointed 
from each of the two leading political parties, and the third member may also be appointed from 
one of said parties. (Code 1963, § 3-1401)  

State Law References-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 138, § 4; records and reports, M.G.L.A. 
c. 138, § 9.   
 
Sec. 15-91. Same-Qualifications of members.  
 

Appointees shall not be engaged, directly or indirectly, in the manufacture or sale of alcoholic 
beverages and shall have been residents of the city for at least two (2) years immediately 
preceding their appointment. They shall not hold any other public office, except that of notary 
public or justice of the peace. If any member engages, directly or indirectly, in such manufacture 
or sale, such office shall immediately become vacant. If a member ceases to be a resident of the 
city or becomes unable to perform official duties, there shall be a vacancy in the board.   
(Code 1963, § 3-1402)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 138, § 4.   
 
Sec. 15-92. Same-Terms of office.  
 

Annually in the month of May, the mayor shall appoint, subject to confirmation by the city 
council, one member for a term of six (6) years beginning at the first Monday in June following.   
(Code 1963, § 3-1403)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 138, § 5.  
 
Sec. 15-93. Same-Removal of members.  
 

A member may be removed by the mayor for cause, after charges preferred, reasonable notice 
thereof, and a hearing thereon; and the mayor shall, in the order of removal, state the reasons 
therefore. (Code 1963, § 3-1404)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 138, § 5.   
 
Sec. 15-94. Same-Officers.  

                                                 
* Cross reference – Drinking in public, § 17-10. 
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The mayor shall designate one member to act as chairperson of the board, who shall also act 

as secretary. (Code 1963, § 3-1405)  
State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 138, § 6.   

 
Sec. 15-95. Same-Quorum.  
 

Two (2) members shall be a quorum for the transaction of business. (Code 1963, § 3-1406)  
State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 138, § 6.   

 
Sec. 15-96. Exclusion of minors from liquor establishments during entertainment.  
 

No person under the age provided in Massachusetts General Laws shall be present or go upon 
premises licensed for the sale of alcoholic beverages, if the premises are, or should be, licensed 
for entertainment, while entertainment is being offered thereon. (Code 1963, § 14-158; Ord. of 
5-27-65)  

State Law Reference-Delivery to minors, M.G.L.A. c. 138, § 34.   
 
Sec. 15-97. Same-Exceptions.  
 

The provisions of section 15-96 shall not apply to a minor when accompanied by such minor's 
parent or legal guardian, or by a spouse the age provided in Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 138, section 34, while performing as a bona fide professional or amateur entertainer, 
while calling for a "take-out" order and without loitering on the premises, or while at a wedding.   
(Code 1963, § 14-159; Ord. of 5-27-65)  
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ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 
Secs. 16-1-16-19. Reserved.   
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ARTICLE II. SEWERS AND DRAINS 
 
Introduction 
 
This regulation shall be known as the City of New Bedford Sewer Use Ordinance.  The purpose of 
this document is to set uniform requirements for dischargers to enable the City to comply with 
the provisions of the Clean Water Act and associated federal and state regulations and to provide 
for the public health and welfare by regulating the quality of wastewater discharged into the 
sewer system.  This document provides a means for determining wastewater volumes, 
constituents and characteristics, the setting of charges and fees, and the issuance of permits to 
certain users.  This document establishes effluent limitations and other discharge criteria and 
provides that certain users must pretreat their waste prior to discharge in an effort to protect the 
City’s wastewater treatment facility.  This document also provides measures for the enforcement 
of its provisions. 
 
Sec. 16-20.  Definitions 
 

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the respective meanings ascribed to 
them: 
 

Act means the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, also known as the Clean Water Act. 
 

Approval Authority means the City of New Bedford. 
 

Authorized Representative of the User means the president, secretary, treasurer, or a vice 
president of a business in charge of a principal business function or the manager of one or more 
manufacturing, production, or similar operations. 
 

Average Daily Flow means the total volume of sewage in gallons, or water consumption, in 
cubic feet, measured at a metering station or other point during a continuous period of three 
hundred sixty-five (365) days divided by three hundred sixty-five (365). 
 

BMR's means Baseline Monitoring Reports. 
 

BOD (Biochemical Oxygen Demand) means the quantity of oxygen utilized in the 
biochemical oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedure in five (5) days @ 
twenty (20) degrees Celsius, expressed in milligrams per liter. 
 

Building Drain, Sanitary means that part of a building drainage system which receives the 
polluted discharge from soil, waste, and other drainage pipes inside the walls of the building, and 
conveys it to the building sanitary sewer. 
 

Building Sewer, Sanitary means that pipe or conduit which receives sewage, industrial 
wastes, or other polluted drainage from a building sanitary drain, and which conveys said 
discharge to the public sanitary sewer or other place of disposal. 
 

Building Sewer, Storm means that pipe or conduit which receives storm water, surface 
runoff, or other unpolluted drainage from a building storm drain, and which conveys said 
discharge to the public storm drain or other place of disposal. 
 

Building Drain, Storm means that part of a building drainage system which receives the 
unpolluted discharge from roof leaders, areaway drains, or other storm or surface water collectors 
on or within the building, and conveys it to the building storm sewer. 
 

Bypass means the intentional diversion of wastestreams from any portion of a User's 
Treatment Facility 
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Categorical pretreatment standards means pollutant discharge limitations for specific 

industrial user categories promulgated by the United States Environmental Protection Agency. 
(which may be found in 40 CFR Chapter I, Subchapter N, Parts 405-471). 
 

City Engineer means the City Engineer of the city, or the City Engineer’s authorized 
deputy, agent or representative. 
 

Clean Water Act means the Federal Clean Water Act, as amended. 
 

CFR means Code of Federal Regulations. 
 

CMR means Code of Massachusetts Regulations. 
 

Color means the optical density at the visual wave length of maximum absorption, relative 
to distilled water.  One hundred percent transmittance is equal to zero optical density. 
 

Combined Sewer means a sewer receiving both surface runoff and sewage. 
 

Commissioner means the Commissioner of the Department of Public Infrastructure or the 
Commissioner's authorized deputy, agent, or representative. 
 

Composite Sample means the sample resulting from the combination of individual 
wastewater samples taken at selected intervals based on an increment of either flow or time. 
 

Control Authority means the City of New Bedford Department of Public Infrastructure. 
 

Domestic Waste means water carried wastes of human origin, as opposed to commercial 
or industrial processes. 

 
Direct Discharge means the discharge of treated or untreated wastewaters directly to the 

waters of New Bedford and its’ surrounding area. 
 

Effluent means the wastewater, which flows from a building, treatment process, or 
treatment plant. 
 

Enforcement Response Guide is a document outlining various administrative actions that 
the Commissioner may take for various pretreatment violations. 
 

Existing Source means any source of discharge, the construction or operation of which 
commenced prior to the publication of proposed categorical pretreatment standards, which will be 
applicable to such source if the standard is thereafter promulgated in accordance with Section 
307 of the Act. 
 

EPA means the United States Environmental Protection Agency. 
 

Garbage means solid wastes from the domestic and commercial preparation, cooking and 
dispensing of food, and from the handling, storage and sale of produce. 
 

General Pretreatment Regulations means those regulations, and any revisions, contained 
in the Federal Register 40 CFR 403. 
 

Grab Sample means a sample which is taken from a waste stream on a one-time basis 
without regard to the flow in the waste stream and without consideration of time. 
 

Grease means a material, either liquid or solid, composed primarily of fat, oil and grease 
from animal or vegetable sources.  The terms “fats oil and grease” (FOG), “oil and grease” or oil 
and grease substances shall all be included within this definition. 
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Grease Interceptor means a device located underground and outside of a food service 

facility designed to collect, contain, or remove food wastes and grease from the wastestream 
while allowing the balance of liquid waste to discharge to the wastewater collection system. 

 
Grease Trap means a device located in a food service facility or under a sink designed to 

collect, contain or remove food wastes and grease from the wastestream while allowing the 
balance of the liquid waste to discharge to the wastewater collection system. 
 

Indirect Discharge means the discharge of pollutants into a Publicly Owned Treatment 
Works (POTW) from any nondomestic source regulated under sections 307(b), (c), or (d) of the 
Clean Water Act (CWA). 
 

Industrial User (IU) means a source of indirect discharge. 
 

Industrial User, Categorical means an industrial user subject to categorical pretreatment 
standards. 
 

Industrial Wastes means the solid, liquid, or gaseous/vapor wastes from any nondomestic 
source. 
 

Interference means a discharge which, alone or in conjunction with a discharge or 
discharges from other sources, both: 
 

(a) Inhibits or disrupts the POTW, its treatment processes or operations, or its 
sludge processes, use or disposal; and 

 
(b) Therefore is a cause of a violation of any requirement of the POTW, National 

Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit (including an increase in 
the magnitude or duration of a violation) or of the prevention of sewage sludge 
use or disposal in compliance with the following statutory provisions and 
regulations or permits issued thereunder (or more stringent State or local 
regulations): Section 405 of the Clean Water Act, the Solid Waste Disposal Act 
(SWDA), (including Title II, more commonly referred to as the Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), management plans prepared pursuant 
to Subtitle D of the SWDA), the Clean Air Act, the Toxic Substances Control Act, 
and the Marine Protection Research and Sanctuaries Act (40 CFR 403.3). 

 
Limit means any restriction or prohibition established herein or in any wastewater 

discharge permit issued under this regulation. 
 

Maximum Daily Flow means the highest volume in gallons measured at a metering station 
or other point during any continuous twenty-four (24) hour period. 
 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) means a permit issued to a 
wastewater treatment facility, municipal or otherwise, or to an industry pursuant to section 402 of 
the Clean Water Act. 
 

National Federal Pretreatment Standard means any regulation containing pollutant 
discharge limits promulgated by EPA under Sections 307 (b) and (c) of the Clean Water Act 
applicable to Industrial User's, including the general and specific prohibitions found in 40 CFR Part 
403.5. 
 

Natural Outlet means any outlet into a watercourse, pond, ditch, lake or other body of 
surface or groundwater. 
 

New Source means a facility from which there is, or may be, a discharge of pollutants, 
construction of which began after the publication of the proposed pretreatment standards 
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pursuant to Section 307(c) of the Clean Water Act, which will apply to the facility if the standards 
are promulgated, provided certain location and construction criteria are met. 
 

Noncontact Cooling Water means water used for cooling, which does not come into direct 
contact with any raw material intermediate product, waste product, or finished product. 
 

Pass-through means any discharge, which exits the POTW in quantities or concentrations 
which, alone or with discharges from other sources, causes, or significantly contributes to, a 
violation of the POTW's NPDES permit. 
 

Person means an individual, firm, company, association, society, corporation, or group. 
 

pH means the logarithm of the reciprocal of the weight of hydrogen ions in grams per liter 
of solution. 
 

Pollutant means any dredged spoil, solid waste, incinerator residue, sewage, garbage, 
sewage sludge, munitions, medical wastes, chemical wastes, industrial wastes, biological 
materials, radioactive materials, heat, wrecked or discharged equipment, rock, sand, cellar dirt, 
agricultural and industrial wastes, and the characteristics of wastewater (to include, but not 
limited to, pH, BOD, COD, Temperature, TSS, Turbidity, Color, Toxicity and Odor). 
 

Pretreatment means the reduction of the amount of pollutants, the elimination of 
pollutants, or the alteration of the nature of the pollutant properties in wastewater prior to or in 
lieu of introducing such pollutants into the POTW.  This reduction or alteration can be obtained by 
physical, chemical or biological processes, by process changes, or by other means, except by 
diluting the concentration of the pollutants unless allowed by an applicable pretreatment 
standard. 
 

Pretreatment Requirement means any substantive or procedural pretreatment 
requirement, other than a National Pretreatment Standard, applicable to IUs. 
 

Priority Pollutants means those pollutants defined by EPA to be of major toxic concern to 
the sewer system. 
 

Private Sewer/Private Storm Drain means all sewers and storm drains not classified as 
"public" herein.  The term shall include, but is not limited to, all building sewers and building 
drains regardless of length, and regardless of the fact that a portion of such sewers and/or drains, 
may lie in or under a public way, and such sewers and drains as may have been constructed in 
unaccepted streets or other similar private ways, either by individuals or private development 
companies. 
 

Properly Shredded Garbage means the wastes from preparation, cooking and dispensing of 
food that have been shredded to such a degree that all particles will be carried freely under the 
flow conditions normally prevailing in public sewers, with no particle greater than one half (1/�) 
inch in any dimension. 
 

Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW) means a treatment works as defined by Section 
212 of the Act which is owned by the State or Municipality or Sanitary District.  This definition 
includes any devices or systems used in the collection, storage, treatment, recycling and 
reclamation of sewage or industrial wastes and any conveyances which convey wastewater to a 
treatment plant.  The term also means the Municipal entity having jurisdiction over the industrial 
users and responsibility for the operation and maintenance of the treatment works. 
 

Public Sanitary Sewer means a pipe or conduit which carries sanitary sewage, industrial 
wastes, and/or other polluted drainage, and to which unpolluted storm, surface and ground 
waters are not intentionally admitted in which all owners of abutting properties have equal rights, 
and which is controlled by public authority. 
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Public Storm Drain means a pipe or conduit controlled by public authority, and in which all 

owners or abutting properties have equal rights, which carries storm water, surface runoff, and 
other unpolluted drainage, but which excludes sanitary sewage, industrial wastes, and other 
polluted drainage from whatever source. 
 

Sanitary Sewer means a sewer which carries sewage and to which storm, surface and 
ground waters are not intentionally admitted. 
 

Sewage means a combination of the water-carried wastes from residences, business 
buildings, institutions and industrial establishments, together with such ground, surface and 
storm waters as may be present. 
 

Sewage Treatment Plant means any arrangement of devices and structures used for 
treating sewage. 
 

Sewage Works means all facilities for collecting, pumping, treating and disposing of 
sewage. 
 

Sewer means a pipe or conduit for carrying sewage. 
 

Shall is mandatory, may is permissive or discretionary.  The use of the singular shall be 
construed to include the plural and the plural shall include the singular as indicated by the context 
of its use. 
  

Significant Industrial User (SIU) 
 

(a) any categorical Industrial User 
 

(b) any other IU which 
 

(1) Discharges an average of twenty five thousand (25,000) gallons or more 
of process water per day 

 
(2) Contributes a process wastewater which makes up five percent (5%) or 

more of the dry weather average hydraulic or organic capacity of the 
POTW 

 
(3) Is designated as such by the City of New Bedford on the basis that it has 

a reasonable potential to adversely affect the POTW's operation or to 
violate a pretreatment standard or requirement. 

 
Significant Noncompliance (SNC) means industrial user violations which meet one or more 

of the following criteria: 
 

(a) Violations of wastewater discharge limits. 
 

(1) Chronic violations - sixty six percent (66%) or more of the 
measurements exceed the same daily maximum limit or the same 
average limit in a rolling quarter six (6) month period. 

 
(2) Technical Review Criteria (TRC) violations - thirty three percent (33%) 

or more of the measurements exceed the same daily maximum limit or 
the same average limit by more than the TRC in a rolling quarter six (6) 
month period. 

 
Group I for conventional pollutants (BOD, TSS, O&G) = 1.4 
Group II for all others = 1.2 
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(3) Any other violation(s) of an effluent limit (average or daily max) that the 

City of New Bedford believes has caused, alone or in combination with 
other discharges, interference or pass-through; or endangered the 
health of the sewage treatment personnel or public. 

 
(4) Any discharge of a pollutant that has caused imminent endangerment to 

human health/welfare or to the environment and has resulted in the 
POTW's exercise of its' emergency authority to halt or prevent such a 
discharge. 

 
(b) Violations of compliance schedule milestones. 

 
(c) Failure to submit required periodic reports (of any nature) promptly. 

 
(d) Failure to accurately report noncompliance. 

 
(e) Any other violation or group of violations that the City of New Bedford considers 

to be significant. 
 

Slug means any discharge of water, sewage, or industrial waste released at a flow rate or 
in a concentration which will cause interference with the operation of the treatment plant. 
 

Storm Drain means a pipe or conduit which carries storm and surface waters and 
drainage, but which excludes sewage and industrial wastes other than unpolluted cooling water. 
 

Storm water means any flow occurring during or following any form of natural 
precipitation, and resulting therefrom, including snowmelt. 
 

Suspended Solids means solids that either float on the surface of, or are in suspension in, 
water, sewage or other liquids, and which are removable by laboratory filtering. 
 

Toxic Pollutant means one of, or a combination of those pollutants, listed as toxic in 
regulations promulgated by the EPA under the provision of Section 307 of the Act. 
 

Wastewater means the liquid and water-carried industrial wastes and sewage from 
residential dwellings, commercial buildings, industrial and manufacturing facilities, and 
institutions, whether treated or untreated, which are contributed to the POTW. 
 

Watercourse means a channel in which a flow of water occurs, either continuously or 
intermittently. 
 
Sec. 16-21. City Engineer to make and file construction plans and specifications; 
accounts of costs and expenses; memoranda as to assessments. 
 

(a) The City Engineer shall make and prepare all needed specifications describing and 
governing the work of construction and shall make plans and profiles of all storm drains and 
public sewers, showing their location with reference to other drains and sewers and the street 
lines, and showing the location of all private drains or private sewers entering them; such plans 
and profiles shall be filed in the office of the City Clerk, and after being so filed, shall be deposited 
in the office of the City Engineer, which shall be deemed a part of the office of the City Clerk for 
the keeping of said plans. 
 

(b) The City Engineer shall keep an accurate account of the cost and expenses for each 
drain and sewer, and when assessments have been ordered, shall file memoranda showing the 
locations, names of the parties assessed, and the amount of the assessment in the Registry of 
Deeds for Bristol County, Southern District; provided, however that failure to comply with these 
provisions shall not invalidate the assessment. 
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Sec. 16-22 Right of entry for testing, etc. 
 

(a) The City Engineer, the Commissioner and other duly authorized employees of the City 
of New Bedford, bearing proper credentials and identification, shall be permitted to enter all 
properties for the purpose of inspection, observation, measurement, sampling, and testing in 
accordance with the provisions of this article and with General Pretreatment Regulations 40 CFR 
403 and CMR 314:12. 
 

(b) While performing the necessary work on private properties referred to in subsection 
(a) of this section, the City Engineer, Commissioner or duly authorized employees of the City shall 
observe all safety rules applicable to the premises established by the company, and the company 
shall be held harmless for injury or death to the City employees and the City shall indemnify the 
company against loss or damage to its property by City employees and against liability claims and 
demands for personal injury or property damage asserted against the company and growing out 
of the gauging and sampling operation, except as such may be caused by negligence or failure of 
the company to maintain safe conditions as required in section 16-28, subsection (I).  
 
Sec. 16-23. Assessment for sewers. 
 

Seventy-five percent (75%) of the cost of a public sewer, as defined in section 16-20, shall 
be assessed upon abutting land in proportion to street frontage of the land benefited, but in no 
case shall such assessment exceed the actual cost per linear foot of frontage assessed.  All 
assessments levied under the provisions of this section shall exempt the land assessed to a depth 
of eighty (80) feet from further assessment on account of sewers laid in cross streets.  Nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to change or affect the exempted area under any former 
method of assessment. (Code 1963, 11-108; Ord. of 12-13-73) 
 
Sec. 16-24. Building sewers and connections-Procedure. 
 

(a) Permit required.  No unauthorized person shall uncover, make any connections with or 
opening into, use, alter or disturb any public sanitary sewer, public storm drain or appurtenance 
thereof without first obtaining a written permit from the City Engineer as required by this section 
and section 16-33. 
 

(b) Notice of new or changed discharge.  Any person proposing a new discharge into the 
system or a substantial change in the volume or character of pollutants that are being discharged 
into the system shall notify the City Engineer at least forty-five (45) days prior to the proposed 
change or connection. 
 

(c) Permit Application; Fees as specified.  Prior to making application to the City for a 
sewer connection permit, applicants shall satisfy all Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protection permitting requirements, and proof of approval of such requirements 
must be presented when making application to the City.  Applicants of a commercial nature shall 
complete and submit with the application a "Supplementary Information Required" form, 
obtainable from the City Engineer's office.  Industrial applicants shall in addition complete and 
submit an "Industrial Pretreatment" application, obtainable from the Department of Public 
Infrastructure, and shall in addition comply with all applicable requirements as outlined in Section 
16-32 herein and 40 CFR Part 403. 
    

In all cases, application shall be made by the property owner, or an agent authorized in 
writing by the owner.  The permit application shall be accompanied by any plans, specifications, 
or other information considered pertinent in the judgment of the City Engineer.  An 
inspection/permit fee in the amount determined by the City Engineer, together with such 
entrance fee as is required by Section 16-26 shall also accompany the application. 
 

(d) Responsibility for costs and expenses and damages.  All costs and expense incidental 
to the installation and connection of the building sewer shall be borne by the owner.  The owner 
shall indemnify the City from any loss or damage that may directly or indirectly be occasioned by 
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the installation of the building sewer.  The cost of all repairs made thereon shall also be borne by 
the owner. 
 

(e) Separate and independent building sewers.  A separate and independent building 
sewer shall be provided for every building; except that, where one building stands at the rear of 
another on an interior lot and no private sewer is available or can be constructed to the rear 
building through an adjoining alley, court, yard or driveway, the building sewer from the front 
building may be extended to the rear building and the whole considered as one building sewer. In 
all cases where necessity requires the combining of two or more individual building sewers into a 
single common building sewer, the owners of the properties involved shall make an agreement, in 
a form acceptable to the City Engineer, assuming joint responsibility for the maintenance of the 
common building sewer, from the point where the individual building sewers combine to the point 
of discharge into the public sewer or other place of disposal. 
 

Such agreement shall be in writing, it shall be binding on the current owners of the 
properties together with their heirs and assigns, it shall be recorded in the Registry of Deeds for 
Bristol County, Southern District, and a copy thereof showing the date, book, and page of 
recording shall be delivered to the City Engineer before a permit to connect such common 
building sewer to the public sanitary sewer can be given. 
 

(f) Old building sewers.  Old building sewers may be used in connection with new buildings 
only when they are found, on examination and test by the City Engineer, to meet all the 
requirements of this article. 
 

(g) Conformance to codes.  The size, slope, alignment, materials of construction of a 
building sewer, and the methods to be used in excavating, placing of the pipe, jointing, testing, 
and backfilling the trench, shall all conform to the requirements of the building and plumbing 
codes and other applicable rules and regulations of the City.  In the absence of code provisions or 
in amplification thereof, the materials and procedures set forth by the City Engineer shall apply. 
 

(h) Building Sanitary Sewer; lift.  Whenever possible, the building sanitary sewer shall be 
brought to the building at an elevation below the basement floor.  In all buildings in which the 
building sanitary drain is too low to permit gravity flow to the public sanitary sewer, sewage 
carried by such building sanitary drain may be lifted by a suitable means and discharged to the 
public sanitary sewer through a building sewer designed to accept such pressurized discharge.  
The lifting device and attendant discharge piping shall be approved by the City Engineer and 
Commissioner. 
 

The property owner(s) shall bear all responsibility and liability, financial or otherwise, for 
the procurement, installation, operation, and maintenance of said lift or equivalent device.  The 
City shall be held harmless in the event of any actions or claims arising out of the installation and 
use of said device and the Commissioner shall have full authority to impose such rules and 
regulations as may be considered necessary to protect the City's sewage works from deleterious 
effects resulting from the installation and/or operation of such devices. 
 

In all cases where such lift devices or pumps are used, the discharge shall be piped to a 
manhole located on a gravity sewer line unless written authorization is granted by the City 
Engineer and Commissioner.  Under no circumstances shall a pressure discharge pipe from a lift 
device or pump be connected to a building sanitary sewer serving another building. 
 

(i) Surface run-off.  No person shall make connection of roof down spouts, exterior 
foundation drains, areaway drains, or other sources of surface run-off or ground water to a 
building sanitary drain which in turn is connected directly or indirectly to a public sanitary sewer 
unless written authorization is granted by the City Engineer and Commissioner. 
 

(j) Procedures and materials standards.  The connection of the building sewer into the 
public sewer shall conform to the requirements of the building and plumbing codes and other 
applicable rules and regulations of the City, or the procedures set forth in appropriate 
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specifications of the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) and Water Pollution 
Control Facility (WPCF) Manual of Practice No.9.  All such connections shall be made gas tight and 
watertight.  Any deviation from the prescribed procedures and materials must be approved by the 
City Engineer and Commissioner before the installation. 

 
(k) Notice for inspection; supervision of connection.  Contractors installing building sewers 

and/or storm drains shall notify the City Engineer at least twenty four (24) hours prior to the time 
when the building sewer and/or building storm drain is expected to be ready for inspection.  The 
installation shall be made under the supervision of the City Engineer or a duly authorized 
representative. 
 

(l) Guarding excavations; restoration of street, etc., surface.  All excavations for building 
sewer installation shall be adequately guarded with barricades and lights so as to protect the 
public from hazard.  Streets, sidewalks, parkways and other public property disturbed in the 
course of the work shall be restored in a manner satisfactory to the City. (Code 1963, 11-103; 
Ord. of 2-26-70; Ord. of 10-24-85, 2) 
 
Sec. 16-25.  Same-Approval of connections; entrance fee as prerequisite to issuance of 
permit. 
 

Every application for a permit to connect with any public sewer shall be acted upon by the 
City Engineer, who shall endorse thereon whether the land from which the connection is applied 
for has paid a sewer assessment under the provisions of section 16-24, or under any 
corresponding section of any former ordinance or regulation.  If no assessment has been paid, the 
permit shall not be issued until the applicant has obtained a receipt from the City treasurer 
showing the payment of the entrance fee as provided in section 16-27 (Code 1963, 11-110). 
State law reference - Ordering connection, M.G.L.A. c.83, 11. 
 
Sec. 16-26. Same-Entrance fees. 
 

No entrance fee shall be charged for connection with a sewer from land assessed under 
the provisions of section 16-24 for sewer construction or for land which has heretofore paid a 
sewer assessment under any former regulation or Ordinance of the City.  An entrance fee shall be 
charged for each building connected, in all cases where connection is made with a sewer from 
land which has paid no assessment. (Code 1963, 11-109) 
 
Sec. 16-27. Use of public sewers. 
 

No person shall discharge sewage, industrial wastes, or groundwaters onto the surface of 
the ground or discharge it in such a way that permits it to come to the surface of the ground. 
 

It shall be prohibited to discharge to any natural outlet except where suitable treatment 
has been provided in accordance with the subsequent provisions of this Regulation of via a NPDES 
permit. 
 

The owners of every building designed or regularly used for human habitation or 
congregation shall provide on the premises a sanitary method of sewage disposal for the 
exclusive use of those persons who regularly use the building and/or transient member of the 
public.  The owner shall comply with this requirement by providing connections to a public sewer 
or private sewer. 

 
A monthly sewer service charge is established based on the measured incoming water 

meter using the rates in effect at the time. In addition, all users shall pay a base rate established 
periodically. 
 
 

(a) Discharge of surface water, etc., to sanitary sewer prohibited.  No person shall 
discharge or cause to be discharged any storm water, surface water, groundwater, roof run-off, 
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subsurface drainage, uncontaminated cooling water, or unpolluted industrial process waters to 
any public sanitary sewer unless written authorization is granted by the Commissioner. 
 

(b) Disposition of storm water, etc.  Storm water and all other unpolluted drainage shall be 
discharged to such drains as are specifically designated as storm drains, or to a natural outlet 
approved by the City Engineer.  Unpolluted industrial cooling water or unpolluted process waters 
may be discharged, on approval of the Commissioner, to a storm drain, combined sewer or 
natural outlet. 
 

(c) Prohibited discharges to public sewer.  No person shall discharge or cause to be 
discharged any of the following described waters or wastes to any public sewers: 
 

(1) Any substance which can create a fire or explosive hazard in the treatment 
works including, but not limited to wastestreams with a closed cup flashpoint of 
less than 1400 F or 600 C (using the test methods specified in 40 CFR 261.21). 

 
(2) Any waters or wastes containing toxic or poisonous solids, liquids or gases or 

substances contained in the EPA's established list of Priority Pollutants in 
sufficient quantity, either singly or by interaction with other wastes, as to injure 
or interfere with any sewage treatment process, constitute a hazard to humans 
or animals, create a public nuisance, or create any hazard in the receiving 
waters of the sewage treatment plant. 

 
(3) Any waters or wastes having a pH lower than five and one-half (5.5), or higher 

than eleven (11.0), or having any other corrosive property capable of causing 
damage or hazard to structures, equipment and personnel of the sewage works. 

 
(4) Solid or viscous substances in quantities or of such size capable of causing 

obstruction to the flow in sewers, or other interference with the proper 
operation of the sewage works; such as, but not limited to, ashes, cinders, 
sand, mud, straw, shavings, metal, glass, rags, feathers, tar, plastics, wood, 
fish gurry, unground garbage, whole blood, paunch manure, hair and fleshings, 
entrails and paper dishes, cups, milk containers, etc., either whole or of a 
particle size exceeding the limits established in Section 16-20 of this Article for 
properly shredded garbage. 

 
(5)Any pollutants discharged at a rate or concentration which may cause 

interference. 
 

(6) Any waste for which a permit is required under section 16-32 but for which a 
permit has not been issued under section 16-32. 

 
(7) Waters with effluent concentrations in excess of limits found in Appendix A of 

this document: 
 
i. Pollutants which create a fire or explosive hazard in the Municipal 

Wastewater Collection and POTW, including, but not limited to, 
wastestreams with a closed-cup flashpoint of less than 140 0F using the 
test methods specified in 40 CFR 261.12; 

 
ii. The discharge of petroleum oil, non-biodegradable cutting oil, or products 

of mineral oil origin in amounts that will cause interference or pass 
through is prohibited.  In no case will a Federally mandated prohibition be 
altered to be less stringent. 

 
(8) Any wastewater having a temperature greater than 150 0 F, or which will inhibit 

biological activity in the treatment plant resulting in interference, but in no case 
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wastewater which causes the temperature at the introduction into the treatment 
plant to exceed 104 0 F. 

 
(9) No industrial user shall introduce or cause to be introduced into the POTW any 

pollutant or wastewater which causes pass through or interference.  These 
general prohibitions apply to all industrial users of the POTW whether or not 
they are subject to categorical pretreatment standards or any National, State or 
local pretreatment standards or requirement. 

 
(d) Conditionally prohibited discharges. No person shall discharge or cause to be 

discharged the following described substances, materials, waters or wastes that can harm the 
sewers, sewage treatment process, or equipment, have an adverse affect on the receiving waters, 
or can otherwise endanger life, limb, public property or constitute a nuisance:  
 

(1) Any liquid or vapor having a temperature higher than one hundred four degrees 
Fahrenheit (1040 F) {forty degrees Celsius (400 C)}. 

 
(2) Any water or waste containing fats, wax, grease or oils, whether emulsified or 

not, in excess of one hundred (100) mg/l or containing substances which may 
solidify or become viscous at temperatures between thirty-two degrees 
Fahrenheit (320 F) and one hundred four degrees Fahrenheit (1040 F){zero 
degrees Celsius (00 C) and forty degrees Celsius (400 C)}. 

 
(3) Any garbage that has not been properly shredded.  The installation and 

operation of any garbage grinder equipped with a motor of three-fourths (3/4) 
horsepower (0.76 hp metric) or greater shall be subject to the review and 
approval of the Commissioner. 

 
 

(4) Any waters or wastes containing strong acid, pickling wastes, or concentrated 
plating solutions whether neutralized or not. 

 
(5) Any waters or wastes containing objectionable or toxic substances similar in 

nature to those specified in Section 16-28(c(7)) of this Ordinance. 
 

(6) Any waters or wastes containing phenols or other taste or odor producing 
substances in concentrations exceeding limits which may be established by the 
Commissioner as necessary, after treatment of the composite sewage to meet 
the requirements of the State, Federal or other public agencies having 
jurisdiction for such discharge to the receiving waters. 

 
(7) Any radioactive wastes or isotopes of such half-life or concentration as may 

exceed limits established by the Commissioner in compliance with applicable 
state or federal regulations (CFR 40 Parts 400-699 and CMR 314:12). 

 
(8) Materials which exert or cause: 

 
i. Loadings of inert suspended solids greater than fifty (50) pounds per day; 

 
ii. Any wastewater which imparts color which cannot be removed by the 

treatment process, such as, but not limited to, dye wastes and vegetable 
tanning solutions, which consequently imparts color to the treatment plant's 
effluent thereby violating the City's NPDES permit.  Color, in combination 
with turbidity, shall not cause the treatment plant effluent to reduce the 
depth of the compensation point for photosynthetic activity by more than 10 
percent from the seasonably established norm for aquatic life; 
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iii. BOD loadings  greater than fifty (50) pounds per day or chlorine 

concentration greater than one point five (1.5) mg/l; 
 

iv. Unusual volume of flow or concentration of wastes constituting slugs as 
defined in Section 16-20 of this ordinance; 

 
v. Any pollutants which results in the presence of toxic gases, vapors or fumes 

within the POTW in a quantity that may cause acute worker health and safety 
problems; 

 
vi. Any noxious or malodorous gas, liquid, solid, or other wastewater which, 

either singly or by interaction with other wastes, are sufficient to create a 
public nuisance, a hazard to life, or to prevent entry into the sewers for 
maintenance and repair; 

 
vii. Any sludges or other residues from the pretreatment of industrial wastes; 

 
viii. Any wastewater causing the treatment plant's effluent to fail a toxicity test; 

 
ix. Any wastes containing detergents, surface active agents, or other substances 

which may cause excessive foaming in the POTW; 
 

x. Obstruction of flow in a sewer system or injury of the system, or a nuisance 
or prevention of the effective maintenance or operation of the sewer system. 

   
(9) Waters or wastes containing substances which are not amenable to treatment 

or reduction by the sewage treatment processes employed, or are amenable to 
treatment only to such degree that the sewage treatment plant effluent cannot 
meet the requirements of other agencies having jurisdiction over discharge to 
the receiving waters. 

 
(10) Any discharge of hauled or trucked pollutants without permission from the   

Commissioner. 
 
(11) Any form of dilution, as a partial or complete substitute for adequate 

treatment, to comply with a pretreatment standard or requirement is prohibited 
unless expressly authorized by an applicable standard or requirement; in either 
case, approval must be granted by the City. 

 
(12) Options of Commissioner as to certain wastes.  If any waters or wastes are 

discharged or are proposed to be discharged to the public sewers, which waters 
contain the substances or possess the characteristics enumerated above and 
which in the judgment of the Commissioner, may have a deleterious effect upon 
the sewage works, processes, equipment or receiving waters, or which 
otherwise create a hazard to life or constitute a public nuisance, the 
Commissioner may: 

 
i.  Reject/immediately halt the wastes; 

 
ii. Require the development of a compliance schedule, to include milestones and 

progress reports, by each IU for installation of technology required to meet a 
pretreatment standard or requirement.  At a minimum, with final frequency 
determined by the Commissioner, within fourteen (14) days of a milestone in 
the compliance schedule and within (14) days of the final date for compliance, 
the IU must submit a progress report to the POTW indicating whether or not 
the milestone or final compliance date was met and, if not, when compliance 
with that increment of progress is expected.; 
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iii. Require control over the quantities and rates of discharge; and/or 

 
iv. Require payment to cover the added cost of handling and treating the wastes 

not covered by existing taxes or sewer charges under the provisions of this 
ordinance. 

 
(13) Requirements as to treatment or equalization facilities. If the Commissioner 

permits the pretreatment or equalization of waste flows, the design and 
installation of all equipment shall be subject to the review and approval of the 
Commissioner, and subject to the requirements of all applicable codes, 
ordinances and laws. 

 
(14) Interceptors.  Grease, oil, sand and/or other interceptors shall be provided 

when, in the opinion of the Commissioner, they are necessary for the proper 
handling of liquid wastes containing grease in excessive amounts, or any 
flammable wastes, sand or other harmful ingredients; except that such 
interceptors shall not be required for private living quarters or dwelling units.  
All interceptors shall be of a type and capacity approved by the Commissioner, 
shall be located so as to be readily and easily accessible for cleaning and 
inspection, and shall comply with Section 16-37. 

 
(15) Maintenance of treatment or equalizing facilities.  Where preliminary treatment 

or flow-equalizing facilities are required for any waters or wastes, they shall be 
maintained continuously in satisfactory and effective operation by the owner 
who shall bear all costs for same. 

 
(16) Control manholes, etc.  When required by the Commissioner or the City 

Engineer, the owner of any property serviced by a building sanitary sewer shall 
install a suitable control manhole together with such  meters, and other 
appurtenances in the building sewer as are necessary to facilitate observations, 
sampling and measurement of the wastes.  Such manhole, when required, shall 
be accessibly and safely located, and shall be constructed in accordance with 
plans approved by the Commissioner.  The manhole and equipment shall be 
installed by the owner at said owner's expense, and shall be maintained by the 
owner so as to be safe, accessible and in good working condition at all times. 

 
(17) Measurements, tests and analyses.  All measurements, tests and analyses of 

the characteristics of waters and wastes to which reference is made in this 
article shall be determined in accordance with 40 CFR Part 136 and shall be 
determined at the control manhole provided, or upon suitable samples taken at 
said control manhole.  In the event that no special manhole(s) has/have been 
required, the control manhole shall be considered to be the nearest downstream 
manhole in the public sewer to the point at which the building sewer is 
connected. Sampling shall be carried out in accordance with 40 CFR Part 136 to 
reflect the effect of constituents upon the sewage works and to determine the 
existence of hazards to life, limb, and property. The particular analyses involved 
will determine whether a twenty-four (24) hour composite of all outfalls of a 
premises is appropriate or whether a grab sample or samples should be taken.  
Normally, but not always, BOD and suspended solids analyses are obtained 
from twenty-four (24) hour composites of all outfalls whereas pH's are 
determined from periodic grab samples. The Commissioner may use a grab 
sample to determine noncompliance with pretreatment standards at any time. 

 
(18) Special agreements and arrangements.  No statement contained in this article 

shall be construed as preventing any special agreement or arrangement 
between the City and any industrial concern whereby an industrial waste of 
unusual strength or character may be accepted by the City for treatment, 
subject to payment therefore by the industrial concern, provided such 
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agreements do not violate the provisions of Federal Pretreatment Standards (40 
Code of Federal Regulations, Part 403). (Code 1963, 11-106; Ord. of 2-26-70, 
3; Ord. of 12-9-76; Ord of 10-24-85, 3). 

 
(e) Upon the promulgation of national categorical pretreatment standards for a particular 

industrial subcategory, the pretreatment standard, if more stringent than limitations imposed in 
this document, shall immediately supersede any limit imposed by this article. 
 

(f) No person shall discharge wastewater containing any pollutant specified in Appendix A, 
annexed hereto, and incorporated herein by reference, in excess of the limitations for each of said 
pollutants as specified in said Appendix A.  Compliance with the provisions of this section shall be 
assessed on the basis of samples of the person’s wastewater discharge collected at each point of 
connection between the person’s building, structure, facility or installation and the facility’s 
sewage system.  If a national categorical pretreatment standard establishes limitations for 
industrial users in a particular industrial subcategory which are more stringent than the 
limitations specified in Appendix A, those more stringent limitations shall immediately apply to 
those users subject to that national categorical pretreatment standard.  Compliance with national 
categorical pretreatment standards shall be assessed in accordance with the requirements set 
forth in 40 CFR 403.12 
 
Sec. 16-28. Street openings not to interfere with drains or sewers. 
 

Whenever any street shall be opened for laying or repairing pipelines, wiring conduits or 
other purposes, the work shall be performed so as not to obstruct or interfere with the course, 
capacity or construction of existing drains or sewers; and whenever such interference shall be 
found to exist, the person having charge of or maintaining such pipes or conduits, shall, on notice 
from the City Engineer or Commissioner, at once remove, change or alter such pipe conduit, in 
such manner as the City Engineer or Commissioner shall direct, and if they neglect or refuse to do 
so, the City Engineer or Commissioner may make, or cause to be made, such removal, change or 
alterations, and the cost of the same shall be paid by such person.(Code 1963, 11-107) 
 
Sec. 16-29. Damaging, etc., sewer works. 
 

No person shall maliciously, willfully, or negligently break, damage, destroy, uncover, 
deface or tamper with any structure, appurtenance or equipment which is part of the sewage 
works. (Code 1963, 11-111; Ord. of 2-26-70, 4). 
 
Sec. 16-30. Private drains and sewers-Repair or alteration. 
 

(a) Whenever any private storm drain or private sewer connecting with any public storm 
drain or public sanitary sewer shall become clogged, obstructed, broken, out of order or 
detrimental to the use of said storm drain or sewer, or unfit for the purpose of drainage, the 
owner or other person having charge of any building, yard, lot of land, or other premises which 
are drained by said private storm drain or sewer shall, within five (5) days after notice in writing 
from the Commissioner or the City Engineer, remove, reconstruct, alter, cleanse or repair said 
private storm drain or private sewer, as the condition thereof may require.  In case of neglect or 
refusal to remove, reconstruct, repair, alter or cleanse said private storm drain or private sewer 
within such space of five (5) days, and in the event such neglect or refusal causes or threatens to 
cause a public nuisance or danger to public health and welfare, the City Engineer or 
Commissioner may proceed by whatever means may be required, up to and including a court 
order, if necessary, to force compliance with the above directive.  All costs and expenses arising 
out of such enforcement and rectification shall be borne by the owner(s) or person(s) in charge. 
(Code 1963, 11-104) 
 

(b) Private sewers are the property and responsibility of the property owner.  Should said 
private sewer become obstructed, the property owner bears all responsibility to clear said 
blockage unless the public sewer main is at fault, in which case the City will perform corrective 
action. 
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(c) Check valves are required on all private sewers, unless permission is granted by the 
City Engineer and Commissioner.     
 
Sec. 16-31. Same-Commissioner or employees alone to construct private sewers in 
streets or dig up streets; exception 
 

No person other than the Commissioner or City employees acting under the 
Commissioner's direction and under the supervision of the City Engineer shall construct any 
building sewer, building storm drain or any other private sewer and/or private storm drain within 
street limits, or connect the same with any public sewer or public storm drain, or dig up any 
street for such purpose, except, as follows: construction, alteration, repair, removal or cleaning of 
building drains and sewers (including the disturbance of any street or curbing for such purpose), 
as provided for in the foregoing sections of this article, at the expense of the owner of the 
estates, so connected, and in conformity with the Massachusetts General Laws, may be 
performed by private contractors under regulations established and promulgated by the City 
Engineer, in Section 16-33 of the Ordinance and in accordance with terms, plans and 
specifications approved by the City Engineer. (Code 1963, 11-105) . 
 
Sec. 16-32. Industrial pretreatment and permit requirements. 
 

(a) All persons discharging into the public sewer system shall comply with applicable 
requirements of Federal, State and local industrial pretreatment standards.  Industrial users shall 
comply with Federal, State and local pretreatment standards and applicable categorical 
pretreatment standards.  The categorical pretreatment standards found in 40 CFR Chapter I, 
Subchapter N, parts 405-471 are hereby incorporated by reference.  Certain users are now or 
shall become subject to Categorical Pretreatment Standards promulgated by the EPA, specifying 
quantities or concentrations of pollutant properties which may be discharged to the POTW. 
 

(b) The Commissioner may immediately halt or prevent any discharge of pollutants 
reasonably appearing to present an imminent endangerment to the health and welfare of persons, 
or any discharge presenting, or which may present, an endangerment to the environment, or 
which threatens to interfere with operation of the City's sewage works.  
 
 

(c) Actions which the Commissioner may take to effect the above, include, but are not 
limited to, seeking ex parte temporary injunctive relief, entry on private property, blockage of a 
private sewer to halt such discharge, or demand of specific action by the discharger...etc. 
 

(d) In those instances where a discharge presents an imminent endangerment to the 
health and welfare of persons, the Commissioner shall make informal notice to the discharger.  
Otherwise the Commissioner shall provide the discharger with formal notice, and shall provide an 
opportunity for correction of the discharge. 
 

(e) The Commissioner shall notify industrial users of categorical pretreatment standards 
and any applicable requirements under Section 204 (d) and 405 of the Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.C. 466 et seq.) and subtitles C and D of the Resource Recovery and Conservation Act, as 
amended (42 USC 4901 et seq).   
 

(f) The Commissioner shall randomly sample and analyze the discharge of industrial users 
and conduct monitoring and inspection activities to identify, independent of information supplied 
by such persons, occasional and continuing noncompliance with this article (as amended). The 
Commissioner shall comply with the public participation requirements of 40 CFR Part 25 in the 
enforcement of industrial pretreatment standards and requirements. 
 

(g) All industrial users must apply for an Industrial Discharge Permit.  Such application 
shall be made by completing a form developed by the Commissioner.  The permit shall contain, at 
a minimum, the following five conditions: (1) a statement of duration; (2) a statement of 
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nontransferability; (3) applicable Federal, State and Local effluent limits; (4) self-monitoring, 
sampling, reporting, notification, and record keeping requirements; and (5) a statement of 
applicable civil and criminal penalties.  No industrial user shall discharge to the POTW without an 
Industrial Discharge Permit and shall conform to the conditions of this permit.  The terms of an 
Industrial Permit may be modified by the Commissioner and a reasonable time period will be 
provided for compliance with modifications.  Violation of any of the conditions of the permit are 
violations of this ordinance. 
 

Any existing industrial user located outside of New Bedford, yet discharging into New 
Bedford's collection system, shall submit a wastewater discharge permit application in accordance 
within this ordinance. 
 

The Commissioner may enter into an agreement with the neighboring jurisdiction in which 
the industrial user is located to provide for the implementation and enforcement of pretreatment 
program requirements against said industrial user. 
 

(h) All new industrial users shall apply for an Industrial  Discharge Permit at least sixty 
(60) calendar days before connecting to the City's sewage works.  As part of such application, the 
Commissioner may require the applicant to obtain written certification from the appropriate 
Federal and State regulatory agencies as to whether the applicant falls within particular industrial 
categories or subcategories for purposes of industrial pretreatment standards. 
 

(i) Within ninety (90) calendar days after the adoption by a Federal or State regulatory 
agency of a categorical pretreatment standard, existing industrial users subject to such standards 
shall submit a Categorical Discharge Permit application containing information required under 
applicable Federal and State industrial pretreatment reporting regulations in the form required by 
the Commissioner.  (Such Categorical Discharge Permit application is in addition to the Industrial 
Discharge Permit Application required above.)  Such information, at a minimum, shall include: 
 

(1) The name and address of the facility, including the name of the operators and 
owners; 

 
(2) A list of all environmental permits held by or for the facility; 
 
(3) A brief description of the nature, average rate of production, and Standard 

Industrial Classification of the operations carried out at such facility; 
 

(4) A statement reviewed by an authorized representative of the IU, and certified 
by a qualified professional about the user's compliance with applicable 
categorical standards and whether any pretreatment or O & M (schedule 
included) is required to attain compliance. 

 
(5) Information showing the measured average daily and maximum daily flow, in 

gallons per day, to the public sewer from regulated process streams and from 
other streams. 

 
(6) An identification of the industrial pretreatment standards applicable to each 

regulated process; and 
 

(7) An analysis identifying the nature and concentration of pollutants in the 
discharge. 

 
The Commissioner may require additional information to be included in such permit 
application. 
 

(j) Beginning one hundred eighty (180) calendar days after the adoption of Federal or 
State categorical pretreatment standards, industrial users subject to such categorical 
pretreatment standards may not discharge industrial wastes from processes regulated by such 
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categorical standards to a public sewer, unless a Categorical Discharge Permit application is 
approved by the Commissioner and the terms of any permit modification are being met. 
 

(k) Within ninety (90) days after the date for final compliance by existing industrial users 
with applicable categorical pretreatment standards, or in the case of a new source, following 
commencement of the introduction of wastewater into the public sewer, as well as any 
noncategorical significant industry, such industrial users shall submit a report indicating the 
nature and concentration of pollutants in the discharge from the regulated process(es) governed 
by categorical pretreatment standards and the average and maximum daily flow for these process 
units.  Such report shall state whether the applicable pretreatment standards are being met on a 
consistent basis and, if not, what additional operation and maintenance practices or pretreatment 
is necessary.  Such industrial users shall also submit a report to the City before June 30th and 
December 30th each year, unless required more frequently by the Commissioner.  The report 
shall indicate the nature and concentration of pollutants in the discharge which are limited by a 
pretreatment standard and include a record of measured or estimated average daily flows.  The 
report shall be reviewed by an authorized representative of the IU and verified by a qualified 
professional.  Industrial users shall immediately notify the Commissioner of any slug or any 
discharge with the potential to adversely affect the POTW, discharged by such user.  In addition, 
all IU's must notify (in writing) the POTW, the State and EPA of any discharge which would be 
considered a hazardous waste, if disposed of in a different manner.  The City has the legal 
authority to require any SIU to develop a slug control plan, outlining discharge practices; 
describing stored chemicals; and containing procedures to notify the POTW immediately of slug 
discharges.    
 

Requirements for reports and applications, shall be as follows: 
 

(1) All reports and applications (to include, but not limited to, BMR's, ninety (90) day 
compliance reports and periodic compliance reports) must be signed by an authorized 
representative, attesting to the integrity of the analytical data submitted. An authorized 
representative may be: 

 
i. A principal executive officer of at least a level of vice president, if the industrial 
user is a corporation; 

 
ii. A general partner or the proprietor, if the industrial user is a partnership or sole 
proprietorship; or 

 
iii. A duly authorized representative of either of the individuals designated above, if 
such representative is responsible for the overall operation of the subject facility. 

 
(2) Some Industries may, at the discretion of the Commissioner, be required to perform 
self-monitoring based on process changes or the nature and/or quantity of wastewater 
discharge.  In the event that an industry is required to perform self-monitoring, the 
industry shall at all times maintain in good working order all treatment and control 
facilities.  The industry shall take all reasonable steps to minimize any adverse impact to 
the City sewer system resulting from non-compliance.  If the industry monitors any 
pollutant more frequently than required,  this monitoring shall be submitted upon request 
by the Commissioner. If sampling by an IU indicates a violation, the user must notify the 
POTW within 24 hours of becoming aware of the violation.  The user must also resample 
and submit results of this resampling to the POTW within thirty (30) days. 

 
All user reports must be signed by an authorized representative of the user and contain the 
following certification statement: 
 

I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under 
my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified 
personnel properly gather and evaluate the information submitted.  Based on my inquiry 
of the person or persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for 
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gathering the information, the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and 
belief, true, accurate, and complete.  I am aware that there are significant penalties for 
submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing 
violations. 

 
(3) Industrial users subject to the reporting requirement of this ordinance shall maintain 
records of information resulting from monitoring activities required to prepare such 
reports.  Such records shall be maintained for a minimum of three years, or longer in the 
case of unresolved litigation or when requested by the Commissioner.  All pollutant 
analyses, including sampling techniques, shall be performed in accordance with 40 CFR 
136.  If 40 CFR 136 does not include sampling or analytical techniques for the pollutants in 
question, sampling and analyses shall be by other such procedures as are required or 
approved by the US EPA.  All self-monitoring reports must, at a minimum, contain the 
following: 

 
 i. The date, exact place, method and time of sampling and the names of the person 

or persons taking the sample; 
 

 ii. The dates analyses were performed; 
 

 iii. The name(s) of the person(s) performing the analyses; 
 

 iv. The analytical techniques and methods used, as stipulated in 40 CFR part 136. 
 

 v.  The results of such analyses. 
 

vi. A record of the flow, in gallons, during the sampling event. 
 

vii. The applicable chain of custody of the sampling event 
 
 viii. A certification statement, declaring under penalty of perjury, that the 

monitoring samples were collected an analyzed in accordance with 40 CFR Part 
136. 

 
Such records shall be maintained for a minimum of three (3) years and shall be made available 
for inspection and copying by the Commissioner. 
 

(l) Information and data submitted to the Commissioner under this Ordinance shall be 
available to the public without restriction, unless the person providing such information 
demonstrates to the Commissioner's satisfaction that release of such information would divulge 
processes or methods of production entitled to protection as trade secrets.  Information protected 
as trade secrets shall not be available to the public, but shall be available upon the written 
request of governmental agencies for use regarding this Ordinance, National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) permits, any State Disposal System permits, or the industrial 
pretreatment program.  Wastewater constituents and characteristics shall not be protected as 
trade secrets.  Other such information shall be available to the public at least to the extent 
provided by 40 CFR Section 2.302.   
 

(m) Permits issued under this Section shall be valid for a period of one to five years, 
depending on the site specific IU circumstance.  Applications to renew a permit shall be submitted 
not less than ninety (90) days prior to the expiration date on the existing permit.  Applications, in 
all instances, shall be accompanied by the full amount of the fee.  Permits issued under this 
ordinance are nontransferable.  All permitted industrial users shall notify the Commissioner of any 
relocation or termination of the need for a permit.  Failure to comply with any terms of the permit 
may be cause for revocation of the permit.  
 

(n) Industrial users shall design, construct, operate and maintain wastewater treatment 
facilities whenever necessary to achieve compliance, within specified time limitations.  Such 
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pretreatment facilities shall be maintained by the User at his/her expense, in proper working 
condition at all times. 
 

(o) All drawings, proposals, plans, specifications, treatability studies, operating 
procedures, and reports for such wastewater pretreatment facilities shall be submitted to the 
Commissioner for review in accordance with accepted engineering practices. Prior to beginning 
construction of said pretreatment facility, the user shall also secure such building, plumbing, or 
other permits required by the City.  The users shall construct said pretreatment facility within the 
time frame provided in the User’s wastewater discharge permit. 

 
Sec. 16-33 Sewer and Drain Construction; Private Contractors 
 

Drain layers, registered plumbers, and other competent private contractors may be 
licensed by the City to act as Licensed Drain Layers, authorized to perform work in the City of 
New Bedford subject to applicable regulations, in the following manner: 
 

(a) Application shall be made to the City Engineering Department on a form approved by 
the City Engineer.  Such application shall require a list of the applicant's qualifications, manpower, 
and equipment available for performing this type of work, as well as letters of reference from the 
appropriate official(s) of three (3) municipalities in which the applicant has performed pipelaying 
work on public ways, except that the City Engineer may elect to accept reference letters from the 
owner(s) of private construction firms in lieu of the above referenced municipalities if, in the City 
Engineer’s judgment, a true picture of the applicant's capability can be determined thereby, and 
the applicant has not in fact worked on public ways in three (3) municipalities. 
 

(b) A filing fee, in an amount determined by the City Engineer, payable to the City of New 
Bedford, shall accompany all applications for Drain Layer's Licenses.  This fee shall be refunded to 
the applicant if said application is refused. 
 

(c) Applicants shall file with the City Clerk a certificate of insurance in an amount 
determined by the City Engineer for any accidents arising out of the applicant's operations while 
working for the City. 
 

(d) In addition, the Licensed Drain Layer shall file with the City Engineer a proper and 
acceptable performance guarantee bond in the amount of one hundred thousand dollars 
($100,000) to guarantee the satisfactory completion of the work.  The bond to be posted shall be 
one with adequate sureties or other security, which shall be satisfactory to the City Engineer.  The 
bond shall remain in full force and effect for a period ending the thirty-first (31st) day of March 
following the date of approval or of any subsequent yearly period thereafter. 

 
(e) All licenses shall expire on the thirty-first (31st) day of March of each year and are not 

transferable. The fee for renewal in an amount determined by the City Engineer, shall be due and 
payable on or before the date of issue. 
 

(f) All licensed drain layers shall be required to give personal attention to all installations.  
They shall not assign such responsibility to other persons or individuals without the express 
written consent of the City Engineer.  They shall employ only competent workers. 
 

(g) The City Engineer shall have the power to revoke licenses if any provisions of these 
rules and regulations are violated, except that exercise of said power of revocation shall not be 
arbitrary or capricious. 
 
Sec. 16-34. Violations 
 

(a) The Supreme Judicial Court and the Superior Court shall have jurisdiction in equity to 
restrain the unlawful use of common sewers, the placing or depositing of materials therein, or the 
violation of regulations regarding the use thereof, and shall also have jurisdiction to enforce the 
provisions of this Ordinance. M.G.L.A. c. 83 s. 13. 
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(b) Any person found to be violating any provision of this ordinance, except Sections 16-
24, 16-27 (c(4)), 16-28, 16-29, 16-30, 16-31, 16-33 and 16-37 shall be dealt with in accordance 
with the City’s approved Enforcement Response Procedures and shall be subject to civil penalties 
ranging from one thousand dollars ($1000) to five thousand dollars ($5000) per day, for each 
violation.  M.G.L.A. c. 83 s. 10. 
 

(c) Any person violating Sections 16-24, 16-27 (c(4)), 16-28, 16-29, 16-30, 16-31, 16-33 
and 16-37 or any provision of this article other than as provided in subsections (a) and (b) above 
shall be subject to punishment as provided in section 17-18 of this Code. (Code 1963, 11-113; 
Ord. of 2-26-70, 6; Ord. of 9-14-89, 1) 
 

(d) Any person meeting the criteria for regulation under the provisions of 40 CFR 403 
(General Pretreatment Regulations) shall be subject to the City’s Enforcement Response 
Procedures. 
 

(e) The names of all IU’s, which were in SNC with applicable pretreatment standards 
during the prior twelve months, shall be published annually in the largest daily newspaper 
circulated within the municipality. 
 
Section 16-35 Surcharges 
 

All BOD and TSS discharges greater than fifty (50) pounds per day, shall be subject to a 
surcharge.  The surcharge rate shall be based on a cost per pound using the following tier 
structure: 
 

(a) fifty one (51) to one hundred fifty (150) pounds per day will be surcharged at a rate of 
$0.05 per pound per day; 

 
(b) one hundred fifty one (151) to two hundred fifty (250) pounds per day will be 

surcharged at a rate of $0.07 per pound per day; 
 
(c) greater than two hundred fifty one (251) pounds per day will be surcharged at a rate of 

$0.01 per pound per day.  
 
All surcharges are calculated, on a monthly basis, from pound one, by utilizing the product 

of the users average BOD and TSS, as determined in both self-monitoring reports and via City 
sampling events, in conjunction with the facility’s site specific monthly consumption, as revealed 
on the incoming water meter.  All surcharges will appear on the facility’s monthly utility invoice. 

 
Section 16-36 Sewer Abatement for pretreatment initiatives 
 

All users may petition the Commissioner for a portion of monies expended for the 
purchase of pretreatment equipment, in accordance with the City’s abatement policy. 
 

Pending review and approval of submitted industry information, the Commissioner will 
make an appropriate recommendation to the Mayor for submittal to the City Council of a sewer 
abatement request, based entirely on capital expenditures of equipment purchases resulting in 
achieved, verifiable, and consistent discharge loadings reduction, as a function of percent 
removal. 
 
Section 16-37 Grease Traps and Interceptors 
 

All food service facilities are required to have a grease trap, grease interceptor or must 
utilize an  additive (enzymatic or biological) approved by the Commissioner. 
 

Grease Traps/Interceptors shall conform to the standards in the City’s Plumbing Code. 
Grease Traps shall be equipped with a cover that can be opened for inspection and sampling and 
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a mechanism for a secure closing.  The capacity of the grease trap shall be related to the flow 
rate. 
 

Grease Interceptors shall have a minimum of two compartments and shall be capable of 
separation and retention of grease and storage of settled solids.  A control manhole over each 
compartment for monitoring purposes shall be required and installed at the owner’s expense. 
 

Each food service facility shall be solely responsible for the cost of trap/interceptor 
installation, inspection, cleaning and maintenance. 
 

The food service facility shall maintain records of the date and time of all cleaning and 
maintenance of each grease trap/interceptor in a bound book and shall make this book available 
for inspection.  
 
Sec. 16-38 This ordinance shall take effect in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 
43 of the General Laws. 
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Appendix A 

 
(a) Local Industrial Discharge Limits 

 
Parameter      Concentration (mg/l) 
 
Arsenic          1.4 
 
Cadmium          0.4 
 
Chromium(hex)              7.0 
 
Copper          2.3 
 
Cyanide          1.9 
 
Lead          0.6 
 
Mercury          0.01 
 
Nickel          2.0 
 
Silver          1.2 
 
Zinc          4.2 
 
Acetone           51.0 
 
Acrolein            4.0 
 
Aldrin (pesticide)            0.1 
 
BHC (pesticide)            0.02 
 
Bis (2-ethylhexyl)phthalate               0.6 
 
Chlordane            0.001 
 
Chloroform            0.06 
 
Endosulfan            0.003 
 
Fluoranthene            1.1 
 
Hexachlorocyclopentadiene               0.5 
 
Isophorone            0.52 
 
PCB’s         0.005* 
 
Pentachlorophenol            2.5 
 
Phenol         1.5 
 
Toluene          15.00 
 
Toxaphene           0.005 
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I. Limits for priority pollutants and pollutants listed above may be modified in the future. 

     *        The sum of all PCB pollutants shall not exceed this local limit. (Ord. of 7-6-05, § 1) 
 

 
ARTICLE III. WATER 

 
Sec. 16-40. Water board-Composition.  
 

The city water board shall consist of five  (5) members. The mayor shall be an ex officio 
member of said board for the term for which such mayor shall have been chosen. One member 
shall be a city councilor to be designated yearly by the president of the city council and the other 
three (3) members shall be appointed by the mayor, subject to confirmation by the city council, 
as hereinafter provided.  (Code 1963, § 3-2301; Ord. of 11-12-92, § 1)   
 
Sec. 16-41. Same-Appointment and term.  
 

Annually in the month of April, the mayor shall appoint, subject to confirmation by the city 
council, one member of the water board to serve for a term of three (3) years from the first day 
of June in the year of appointment and until a successor is legally qualified. (Code of 1963, § 3-
2302; Ord. of 11-12-92, § 1)  
 
Sec. 16-42. Same-Powers delegated by council.  
 

The water board shall have and exercise all the power vested in the city council by Chapter 
163, Acts of 1863, and any acts in addition thereto or amendment thereof. as far as the same can 
be legally delegated and except as otherwise provided for in this article.  

 
The power and right to establish and set rates for the use of water is specifically delegated to 

the water board. (Code 1963, § 3-2303; Ord. of 3-12-64)  
 
The water board shall have and exercise all the power vested in the mayor and city council by 

Chapter 30 of the Acts of 1988, and any acts in addition thereto or amendment thereof, as far as 
the same relates to the setting of rates for the use of water at the New Bedford/ Dartmouth 
Industrial Park, so-called. (Code 1963, § 3-2303; Ord. of 3-12-64; Ord. of 9-14-89, § 1)   
 
Sec. 16-43. Same-Appointment of officers; compensation; hold during pleasure of 
board.  
 

The water board shall appoint a superintendent of water works and all such subordinate 
officers, agents and assistants as may be found necessary. All such officers, agents and assistants 
shall hold their respective offices during the pleasure of the board, subject however, to the 
provisions of civil service, and shall perform such duties and receive such compensation as the 
board shall from time to time determine, except as provided in section 19-7.  (Code 1963, § 3-
2305)   
 
Sec. 16-44. Same-Organization meeting.  
 

The members of the water board shall meet as soon as practicable after the annual 
appointment of a member by the mayor, subject to confirmation by the city council, in June, and 
organize themselves into a board by the choice of a clerk. The mayor shall preside at all meetings 
of the board, and in the mayor's absence. a temporary chairperson shall be chosen by the 
members present. (Code 1963, § 3-2304)   
 
Sec. 16-45. Same-Recording officer.  
 

The clerk shall be the recording officer of the water board, and shall be sworn to the faithful 
performance of official duties. The clerk shall have the custody and supervision of all the books, 
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records, deeds of lands, agreements and other documents under the control of the board, and 
shall keep all such books and records as the board shall direct.  (Code 1963, § 3-2307)   
 
Sec. 16-46. Same-Reports to city council.  
 

The water board shall annually, in the month of July, report to the city council setting forth a 
full statement of the operations of the board during the previous fiscal year, together with such 
suggestions and recommendations as the board may deem worthy to be included. This report to 
the city council shall include the full report which the board has received from the superintendent. 
(Code 1963, § 3-2312) 
 
Sec. 16-47. Duties of superintendent. 
   

(a) The superintendent, subject in all matters to the control and direction of the water board, 
shall have charge of construction, extensions, alterations and repairs of reservoirs, engines, 
conduits, piping, lands and buildings, and other property pertaining to the water of the 
waterworks; and shall have the custody of plans, notebooks and plots connected with the 
waterworks.   
 

(b) The superintendent shall supervise the preparation of such new designs and contract 
specifications that may be required in extending the water supply and that specially pertain to 
water works engineering.   
 

(c) The superintendent shall direct the proper inspection of said contracts.   
 

(d) The superintendent shall act under the direction of the commissioner of public works in 
matters pertaining to street locations, grades and boundaries of lands.   
 

(e) The superintendent shall have general oversight of the water department. All officers, 
agents and assistants shall be subject to the superintendent's orders.   
 

(f) The superintendent shall recommend names for appointment from the civil service list to 
the water board, but appointment shall be made by or under its control and direction.  (Code 
1963, § 3-2308)  
 
Sec. 16-48. Duties of registrar; right of entry, etc.  
  

(a) The water registrar shall have charge, under the direction of the superintendent and water 
board, of all matters connected with the delivery of the water, and shall see that all rules and 
regulations of the board and of the city council in relation to the use of the water are observed, 
and all the penalties for their violation enforced.   
 

(b) The registrar shall keep suitable accounts, in which shall be entered the names of all 
persons who take the water, the name of the street and location of the supply, the nature of the 
use, the amounts charged, and the amounts received; and shall prepare and put into use all such 
forms as may be approved by the board, and which may be found necessary for the prompt and 
reliable discharge of duties of the office.   
 

(c) The registrar shall forthwith report to the board all failures on the part of water takers to 
meet the demands made upon them, shall execute all decisions of the board in relation to the 
letting on or cutting off the water, and under its control may make abatements in the water rents 
in all proper cases.   
 

(d) The registrar or the registrar's agents, or assistants may enter the premises of any water 
taker to examine the quantity of water used and the manner of its use.   
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(e) The registrar may shut off the water for nonpayment of rents or fines, for any violation of 

regulations, or for any other necessary purpose connected with the discharge of the registrar's 
duties. (Code 1963, § 3-2309)  

Cross Reference-See also § 10-36.   
 
Sec. 16-49. Reports by superintendent and registrar. 
   

(a) The superintendent shall annually, during the first two (2) weeks in July, lay before the 
water board a report of the general condition of the waterworks and operations of the year, and 
recommendations for the future.   
 

(b) The registrar shall annually report to the superintendent a detailed statement of all receipts 
and expenditures and financial matters connected with the department, which shall be 
incorporated into the report of the superintendent to the board. (Code 1963, § 3-2311)   
 
Sec. 16-50. Disposal of personal property.  
 

The personal property under the care, custody and control of the water board, for which said 
board has no further use, shall be transferred to the custody and control of the city council for 
such final disposal as the city council may direct.  (Code 1963, § 3-2314)  

Cross Reference-See also § 10-36.   
 
Sec. 16-51. Rules and regulations-Establishing by board.  
 

The water board shall have power to establish such rules and regulations as it may deem 
expedient for the introduction and use of water.  (Code 1963, § 3-2315)  
 
Sec. 16-52. Same-Incorporation herein and in contracts, other regulations; 
reconnection charge. 
 

The regulations appearing in the Appendix herein* are hereby established, and shall, together 
with such other regulations as the water board may at any time establish, be considered a part of 
the contract with every person who takes the water; and the fact of taking shall be considered as 
expressing assent on the part of the taker to be bound thereby. Whenever any one of the 
regulations is violated, although two (2) or more parties shall receive the water through the same 
service pipe, the water shall be cut off, and shall not be let on again except by order of the water 
board, and on the payment of ten dollars ($10.00). (Code 1963, § 3-2316)   
 
Sec. 16-53. Application for, and furnishing of, service supplies and connections. 
   

(a) All applications for service supplies must be made by the owner of property at the office of 
the registrar in the form prescribed, stating the various uses to which the water is to be applied.   
 

(b) The city will furnish service supply connections from street mains through the cellar wall at 
such charge as may be fixed by the water board. (Code 1963, § 3-2317)   
 
Sec. 16-54. Meters-Required; exceptions.  
 

With the exception of fire protection supplies which, as far as practical, are to be kept sealed, 
and used only in case of fire, water meters are to be attached to every supply, and meter rates 
are to be charged for amounts registered. (Code 1963, § 3-2320)   
 
Sec. 16-55. Same-Approval by board; taker may purchase or rent.  
 

                                                 
* Editor’s note – For such rules and regulations, see Appendix on file in the office of the city 
clerk. 
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All water meters shall be of a make, type and size approved by the water board. The taker 

shall have the option of purchasing the meter or of paying an annual rental for the use of same. 
In either case the meter shall be maintained subject to such regulations and charges as may be 
determined by the water board.  (Code 1963, § 3-2321)   
 
Sec. 16-56. Same-Rental charges. 
   

(a) The annual rental charge for meters supplied by city and installed within the basement 
walls of houses shall be fixed by the water board.   
 

(b) In unusual cases where it becomes necessary to locate a meter in the street or upon 
premises outside of house, the amount of rental will be ten (10) per cent of cost of the meter and 
installation of same.   
 

(c) Each meter is subject to a minimum charge of six dollars ($6.00) per annum. (Code 1963, 
§ § 3-2318, 3-2324)  

  
Sec. 16-57. Service charges generally-Schedule.  
 

The charge for water shall be as periodically published by the water department.   
(Code 1963, § 3-2322)  

Annotation-Lucia v. Water and Sewer Commission of Medford, 125 N.E. 2d 776.  
Cross References-Authority of water board to set rates, § 16-42; report of water bills, § 10-

36.   
 
Sec. 16-58. Same-Billing; minimum charge.  
 

Water bills will be rendered and paid semiannually for the amount consumed in the prior six  
(6) months; there shall be a minimum charge based on two thousand (2,000) cubic feet 
semiannually.  (Code 1963, § 3-2322)   
 
Sec. 16-59. Same-Collection by city treasurer.  
 

All accounts and bills due for water service shall be payable to and collectible by the city 
treasurer.  (Code 1963, § § 3-210, 3-2306)   
 
Sec. 16-60. Same-Delinquency; penalties; water shut-off.  
  

(a) If the rates and charges for supplying water to any property remain unpaid for thirty (30) 
days after the same are due, the water registrar shall issue a written demand for the same, and 
the charge for this demand will be ten (10) per cent of the amount due ($2.00 minimum).   
 

(b) In all cases of nonpayment of these rates and charges for fifteen (15) days after issuing 
said demand, the water registrar shall cause the supply of water to be shut off, and the water 
shall not be again let on to the property for any owner, except on payment of all the above rates 
and charges plus the sum of ten dollars ($10.00) for turning off and on the water. (Code 1963, § 
3-2319)   
 
Sec. 16-61. Same-Use of proceeds.  
 

All receipts of the city treasurer placed to the credit of water board shall be expended as 
follows: First, payment of interest on the water loan; second, payment of the principal of water 
bonds; third, for maintenance of the department including extensions, additions and depreciation.   
(Code 1963, § 3-2310)   
 
Sec. 16-62. Connection to underground heating, fire sprinkler, etc., systems-Inspection 
and approval required.  
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No person shall directly or indirectly connect to, or remain connected to, or in any way use a 

city water supply, well or other water supply, public or private, with any underground heating 
system, any fire sprinkler system or any other system, without first having made application 
therefore and having received, after inspection, the approval of the water board. (Code 1963, § 
3-2325; Ord. of 3-12-64; Ord. of 7-14-66)  

State Law Reference-Right of entry, M.G.L.A. c. 111, § 173B.  
 

Sec. 16-63. Same-Forms; display of certificates.  
 

The water board shall furnish suitable application forms and inspection certificates therefore. 
Such certificates shall be displayed at all times at the connecting point, or as near as reasonably 
practicable thereto, of any such system to the city water supply by the owner or person in control 
of such system.  (Code 1963, § 3-2326; Ord. of 7-14-66)   
 
Sec. 16-64. Same-Quarterly inspection; fee.  
 

The water board shall cause all such systems to be inspected quarter-annually. A fee in an 
amount to be set by the water board shall be charged for each inspection of each fire sprinkler 
system, and shall be paid by the owner or person in control of each connected system.  (Code 
1963, § 3-2327; Ord. of 7-14-66)   
 
Sec. 16-65. Same-Shutting off water for violation.  
 

The water board is authorized to shut off the water supply to any system for any violation of 
sections 16-62 through 16-64. (Code 1963, § 3-2328; Ord. of 7-14-66)   
 
Sec. 16-66. Damage, etc., to system; illegally taking water.  
 

It shall be unlawful for any person or any person's agent, lessee or tenant to tamper with, 
deface, alter or damage any part of the city waterworks or supply system, or in any manner 
tamper with or damage any reservoir, conduit, water main, service pipe, stopcock valve, hydrant, 
water post, meter, drinking fountain, or any other fixture or appurtenance connected with the city 
waterworks system or to tamper with or deface any seal so placed by the city to prevent the 
unauthorized use of water, or to make any opening or connection or to tap, drill or cut so as to 
make connection with or to turn on or off the water in any street main, service main, hydrant, 
water post or any other distribution pipe connected to the waterworks system, or in any way or 
by any device obtain the use of water from the water works system without the license or 
authority of the superintendent of the water board, except in the case of fire.  

 
Whoever violates any provision of this section shall be liable to a penalty as provided in section 

1-9 of this Code for each offense. (Code 1963, § 3-2313; Ord. of 10-8-70)  
State Law References-Defilement of source of water, M.G.L.A. c. 111, § § 170, 171; larceny, 

M.G.L.A. c. 266, § 30.   
 
Sec. 16-67. Contamination; notification to city council.  
 

The water board, acting through the superintendent of water, shall, upon discovering 
contamination of the water supply, immediately notify the president of the city council of said 
condition. The word, "contamination" as herein used, shall mean that condition where the 
maximum contaminant level  (MCL) of a contaminant, as defined by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, is exceeded and which is delivered to the free flowing outlet of the ultimate 
user of a public water system, except in the case of turbidity, where the maximum contami- 
nant level is measured at the point of entry to the distribution system. Contaminants added to the 
water under circumstances controlled by the user, are excluded from this definition. (Ord. of 9-9-
93, § 1)  
 
Sec. 16-68. Water Enterprise Fund. 
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 There if hereby established, within the City of New Bedford, under the provisions of 
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44, Section 53F½, a Water Enterprise Fund.  Said fund is 
established to account for all receipts, revenues, and funds from any source derived from all 
activities of the enterprise, which shall be deposited in such separate account. 
 
 The enterprise fund shall be so designated as to provide an adequate financial management 
system that will accurately account for revenues generated by the system, and expenditures for 
operation and maintenance, including Capitol Improvements based on an adequate budget 
identifying the basis for determining the annual operation and maintenance costs and the costs of 
personnel, material, energy and administration. 
 
 The Water Enterprise Fund shall be maintained by the Treasurer.  The Treasurer may invest 
the funds in such separate account in the manner authorized by Sections 55 and 55A of Chapter 
44 of the Laws of the Commonwealth.  Any interest earned thereon shall be credited to become 
part of such separate account.  The books and records of the enterprise shall be maintained in 
accordance with generally accepted accounting principles, and in accordance with requirements of 
Section 38 of Chapter 44 of the Laws of the Commonwealth. 
 
 No later than one hundred and twenty (120) days prior to the beginning of each fiscal year, an 
estimate of the income for the ensuing fiscal year, and a proposed line item budget of the 
enterprise shall be submitted to the Mayor by the Commissioner.  The Mayor shall submit 
his/her recommendation to the City Council, which shall act upon the budget in the same manner 
as all other budgets. 
 
 The City shall include in its tax levy for the fiscal year, the amount appropriated for the total 
expenses of the enterprise, and an estimate of the income to be derived by the operations of the 
enterprise.  If the estimated income is more than the total appropriation, the excess shall be 
appropriated to a separate reserve fund and used for capital expenditures of the enterprise, 
subject to appropriation.  If during a fiscal year, the enterprise incurs a loss, such loss shall be 
included in the succeeding fiscal year’s budget. 
 
 If, during a fiscal year, the enterprise produces a surplus, such surplus shall be kept in such 
separate reserve fund and used for the purposes provided therefore in this section. 
 
 No funds contained in the enterprise fund or in the separate reserve fund shall be used to 
create new positions within the City of New Bedford, without the prior approval of the City 
Council.  The Mayor shall, on a quarterly basis, submit to the City Council, a written report of the 
revenues deposited to and expenses paid from the enterprise fund and the separate reserve fund. 
(Ord. of 7-20-04, § 1) 
 
Sec. 16-69. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE IV SOLID WASTE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL 
 
Sec. 16-70. Definitions.   

 
As used in this article, the following terms shall have the respective meanings ascribed to 

them:  
 
Ashes: Ashes, floor sweepings, broken glass, shells, sawdust, and metals.  
 
Commissioner: Commissioner of public facilities 
 
Garbage: As defined in section 16-20.  
 
Rubbish: Paper, rags, rubber, cloth, leather, straw and excelsior. ( Ord. of 7-21-03, § 2)  
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Sec. 16-71. Administration-Officers designated; powers and duties; permit to use 
facility.   

 
(a) The commissioner shall exercise control over the collection and disposal of garbage, 

refuse, offal and rubbish.  
 

(a) The commissioner shall also exercise control over the facility used for dumping 
garbage, refuse, offal and rubbish within the city.   

 
(c) As used in this section, "facility" means a sanitary landfill, a refuse transfer station, a 

refuse incinerator, a refuse compost plant, a residual waste storage or treatment plant, or any 
other works for treating or disposing of garbage, refuse, offal and rubbish.   
 

(d). The commissioner shall promulgate rules and regulations for the use of the facility, 
including, but not limited to, such rules and regulations as may pertain to a determination and 
implementation of such fees, if any, as the commissioner deems reasonably necessary for the use 
of said facility, and the commissioner shall be responsible for the issuance of permits in 
accordance with these rules and regulations which would allow vehicular access to city landfill 
facilities, and shall be further responsible for the collection of the fees, if any, for said permits 
provided for herein.  
  

(e) Residents and/or property owners in the city possessing a current permit shall be 
allowed to use the facility. Additionally, private haulers of garbage who are neither residents of 
the city, nor property owners in the city, shall be allowed to use the facility so long as they 
possess a current permit. Proof of such permit shall be evidenced by a decal prominently 
displayed and permanently affixed on the driver's side window of the vehicle carrying the 
garbage, refuse, offal, or rubbish.   
 

(f) Only waste material generated and collected within the boundary of the City of New 
Bedford shall be accepted at the landfill site. Whoever violates any provision of this paragraph 
shall be liable to the maximum penalty allowed under section 1-9 of this Code for each offense. 
(Ord. of 7-21-03, § 2)  
 
Sec. 16-72. Same-Authority of board of health preserved.  

 
Nothing herein shall abridge the authority of the board of health to issue regulations 

pertaining to nuisances, sources of filth, and causes of sickness which may be, in the opinion of 
the board of health, injurious to public health under Chapter 111 of Massachusetts General Laws 
and other laws and ordinances. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 2)  
 
Sec. 16-73. No free service.  

 
No earth, gravel, stone, lime, plaster, cement, concrete, refuse materials from repairs or 

construction of buildings, or refuse of any kind, except ashes, garbage and rubbish, shall be 
collected by the city without charge to the owner or occupant. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 2)  
 
Sec. 16-74. Garbage, rubbish and ashes collection; duty of owners.  

 
Collection of garbage, rubbish and ashes shall be made by districts, on days designated by 

the commissioner. Owners and occupants of buildings shall cause their garbage, rubbish or ashes 
to be placed on the outer edge of the sidewalk beside their premises, or such other places as may 
be required by the commissioner, before 7:00 a.m. of the day designated by the commissioner 
for collection, but no earlier than twenty-four (24) hours prior to such day.  (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 2) 

Cross Reference-Penalty, § 17-18.   
 
Sec. 16-74.1. Retail merchants; collection of ashes, garbage and rubbish.  
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(a) Collection of ashes, garbage or rubbish shall be made by districts, on days designated 

by the commissioner. Retail merchants shall cause their ashes, garbage or rubbish to be placed 
on the outer edge of the sidewalk beside their premises, or such other places as may be required 
by the commissioner, between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. of the day designated by the 
commissioner for collection. In the event a retail merchant hires a private hauler to remove its 
ashes, garbage or rubbish, then such merchant shall cause said ashes, garbage or rubbish to be 
placed at the curbside between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. of the day designated by the private 
hauler for collection and at no other time.   
 

(b) Retail merchants shall remove, or cause to be removed, all empty trash barrels or 
receptacles and all uncollected ashes, garbage or rubbish before 12:00 noon. No barrels or 
receptacles and no ashes, garbage or rubbish shall be left on the sidewalk or street between the 
hours of 12:00 noon and 8:00 a.m. or at any time on Saturdays, Sundays or holidays.  (Ord. of 
7-21-03, § 2) 

Cross Reference-Penalty, § 17-18.   
 
Sec. 16-75. Garbage, rubbish, ashes, grass; receptacles.  
 
Garbage, rubbish, ashes and grass shall be placed in barrels or other receptacles satisfactory to 
the commissioner, but no receptacle together with its contents shall exceed sixty (60) pounds in 
weight. All empty receptacles shall be removed from the street limits before 7:00 p.m. of the day 
of collection.  (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 2) 
 
Sec. 16-76. Branches, tree trimmings, etc.  
 

No branches, tree trimmings, or wire cuttings will be removed, except during the months 
of April, May, October and November. Hedge and tree trimmings must be securely tied into 
bundles not more than three (3) feet long and one (1) foot in diameter. If this is not done, they 
will not be taken by the collector.  (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 2) 
 
 
Sec. 16-77. Deposit for collection of substances not defined as garbage, ashes o 

rubbish.  
 

No person shall deposit in any garbage receptacle for collection, or in any receptacle for ash or 
rubbish collection, any substance or material not defined as garbage, ashes and rubbish under 
section 16-70.  (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 2) 
 
Sec. 16-78. Unauthorized removal or transporting.  

 
No person, except the owner, unless authorized so to do by the board of health, shall 

remove or transport any ashes, garbage or rubbish on the streets.  (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 2) 
 
Sec. 16-79. Refuse containers (roll-offs)-Permit required.  
 

No person shall place refuse containers of over five (5) cubic yard capacity on any public 
way or way to which the public has a right of access without obtaining a permit as hereinafter 
provided.  (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 2) 
 
Sec. 16-80. Same-Application; terms.   
 

(a). Every application to place a refuse container of over five (5) cubic yard capacity on 
any street or public way or way to which the public has a right of access shall be in writing, 
signed by the applicant, or by some person for the applicant duly authorized in writing so to do, 
and shall state:  

  
(1) The exact location or locations where the refuse container is to be placed.   
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(2) The length of time the refuse container is to be at that location or locations.  

 
(3) The purpose for which the refuse container is to be used.   

 
(4) The identification number of the refuse container   

  
(b) Such application shall be accompanied by the written consent of the city engineer 

facilities that the container conforms to department regulations applicable to refuse containers or 
roll-offs, and that the purpose of use and length of time of placement is reasonable. (Ord. of 7-
21-03, § 2)  
 
Sec. 16-81. Same-Terms of permit.   
 

(a) No permit shall be granted for placing refuse containers (roll-offs) until the 
requirements of section 16-80 have been complied with, and if granted, the permit shall be 
granted upon these terms:   
 

(1) Each refuse container (roll-off) shall be clearly marked with the owner's name 
and identification number in reflective numbers and letters not less than six (6) 
inches in height, placed in the upper left hand corner of the container on all four  
(4) sides of the container.   

 
(2) Each refuse container (roll-off) shall be marked on the right hand edges on all 

four (4) sides, also, at four (4) horizontal and two (2) vertical locations forming 
a double "H," with reflective striping, not less than three (3) inches wide, 
capable of being seen from a distance of fifty (50) feet.   

 
(3) Each refuse container (roll-off) shall have a permit placed in a secure manner in 

a protective shield from the weather. 
   

 (b) No permit for a refuse container (roll-off) shall be granted for a period in excess of 
five (5) days during the period from April 1 through November 30 inclusive, or a period of two (2) 
days during the period from December 1 through March 31 inclusive. Provided, however, that the 
city engineer, or his agent, may, upon request of the person holding said permit, extend the time 
of said permit and adjust the fee therefore if required. 

   
(c) Refuse containers (roll-offs) shall be placed according to the following priorities:   

 
(1) Persons requesting "roll-off" type refuse containers shall cause same to be 

placed entirely on their own property whenever possible.   
 
(2) Where (1) above cannot be achieved without undue hardship, the container 

shall be placed in the vehicular roadway, not more than six (6) inches from the 
curbing or edge of pavement. A street obstruction permit for this placement 
must be obtained as provided for above by the owner of the refuse container.   

 
(3) Where (2) above cannot be achieved without creating a hazard or restriction to 

vehicular traffic flow, the container may be placed partially on the sidewalk. In 
such cases, the owner of the roll-off refuse container shall cause to be placed 
beneath the container supports, a wooden plank or steel plate having an area of 
at least four (4) square feet, and of sufficient thickness to prevent damage to 
the sidewalk. The owner of the container must obtain a street obstruction 
permit for this placement pursuant to section 16-79 above.  

 
(d) The owners of the refuse containers (roll-offs) shall contact the engineering 

department, either in person or by telephone, by 10:00 a.m. each day, giving a list of all the 
refuse containers (roll-offs) placed by their firms during the previous day. In the event the refuse 
containers are placed on the day before a weekend or a holiday, said notification shall be made 
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on the first business day immediately following the day of placement. Said notification shall 
include:   

 
(1) Date of placement.   

 
(2) Location of placement.   

 
(3) Roll-off container number.   

 
(4) Dates of time period involved.   

 
(5) Whether in roadway or partially on sidewalk.  (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 2) 

 
Sec. 16-82. Same-Conditions of granting permits; fees.   
 

(a) Permits for placing refuse containers of over five (5) yard capacity on any street or 
public way or way to which the public has a right of access shall be issued by the city clerk, 
subject to the approval of the city engineer.   
 

(b) The fee for such permits shall be at the rate of twenty dollars ($20.00) per roll-off 
refuse container, for a time period as specified in section 16-81(b). The owner of any roll-off 
refuse container left on any public way, or way to which the public has a right of access, in excess 
of such time period, shall be assessed ten dollars ($10.00) per day for each day the container 
remains in the way. A complaint will be issued after thirty  (30) days.   
 

(c) The refuse container owner shall, on the first business day of each week, pay to the 
city clerk the fees for all refuse containers (roll-offs) placed during the previous week. Said fees 
shall be turned over to the city treasurer. Failure to make the required payments shall 
automatically result in the revocation of the permit (s) granted to the owner.   
 

(d) Whoever violates any provision of section 16-79 through 16-82 inclusive, shall be liable 
to a penalty of three hundred dollars ($300.00) for each offense. Each day that such violation, 
exists shall constitute a separate offense.  (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 2) 
 
Sec. 16-83. Reserved. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 2) 

 
 

ARTICLE V. SEWER CHARGES 
 
Sec. 16-90. Definitions.  
 
The following words and terms in this article shall have the meaning set forth below:   
 

(a) The Act shall mean the Federal Clean Water Act  (33 USC 1251 et seq., as amended).   
 

(b) Domestic wastewater shall mean wastewater with a suspended solids concentration of 
two hundred fifty  (250) milligrams per liter.   
 

(c) Replacement shall mean expenditures necessary for obtaining and installing 
equipment, accessories or appurtenances which are necessary during the useful life of the 
treatment works to maintain capacity and performance for which such works were designed and 
constructed. The term, "operation and maintenance" includes replacement.   
 

(d) Sewer charges shall mean charges levied on users of the treatment works for the cost 
of operation and maintenance of such works in accordance with section 204  
(b) of the Act.  (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 3) 
 
Sec. 16-91. Rates to be established.   
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(a) Sewer charges shall be adopted by the city council. Such charges shall be based upon 
the total amount budgeted for wastewater system operation and maintained and other such 
factors as shall be necessary to establish such charges. Said charges shall be established to 
provide sufficient revenues to pay all expenses of operating and maintaining the wastewater 
works and appurtenant facilities.   
 

(b) Sewer charges shall be established, as follows:   
 

(1) A minimum charge and an annual charge based on metered water consumption 
for users with domestic strength wastewater and similar rates of return of 
potable water; or   

 
(2) A minimum charge and an annual charge based on the volume of wastewater 

discharge, and a charge per pound of suspended solids. Should the city find that 
any pollutant discharged into its sewer system causes a significant increase in 
the cost of operation or maintenance of the sewerage system, then the costs of 
such increase shall be assessed against the dischargers of the identified 
pollutant and shall be in addition to the annual charge assessed.   

 
(c) Bills for wastewater service shall be rendered two (2) times per year and are due and 

payable within thirty (30) days of the date of mailing. Interest on bills not paid within thirty (30) 
days shall accrue at the rate of one percent per month, computed from the date of mailing.   

 
(d) The public infrastructure department shall be responsible for collecting and providing 

the information necessary to allow the city council to set the annual sewer charge, and shall keep 
accurate records related thereto.  
 
  (e) Extraneous water use credits; participation requirements.   
 

(1) User charge credits for extraneous water use available for owners of real estate 
meeting participation requirements are detailed below in subsection (2). 
Extraneous water use is that portion of metered water not returning to the city 
sewer system. Owners subject to such credits will be charged an administrative 
fee detailed in this subsection intended to recover the cost of administering 
extraneous water use credits.  

  
(2) To participate, an owner must have a licensed plumber install a "deduct" water 

meter of a standard approved by the city water board and commissioner of the 
department of public infrastructure to measure extraneous water use at no cost 
to the city. The owner and licensed plumber must provide certifications to the 
superintendent of the wastewater division on date of meter installation, type of 
meter, location of meter and that the meter solely measures extraneous water 
use. The owner must employ standard meter reading cards and submit meter 
readings on a prescribed schedule and by prescribed deadlines to the water 
department. The owner must guarantee access to deduct meters for 
unscheduled random and scheduled inspections. The owner must provide, by 
the fifth-year anniversary of meter installation and at five-year intervals 
thereafter, a certification by a licensed plumber that the deduct meter has 
either been replaced with a new meter or undergone major maintenance and 
recalibration; provided, however, that any such meter shall be placed in an area 
external to the user's property and shall be so situated that it can be read by a 
meter reader outside of the property.  (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 3) 

 
Sec. 16-91.1. Privy, cesspool and septic tank contents receipt and disposal; charges.  
 

The commissioner of public infrastructure shall exercise general control over the receipt 
and disposal of privy, cesspool and septic tank contents at the sewage treatment plant, collected 
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for hire by private persons, and may establish such charges for the use of the sewage treatment 
plant as may be necessary for defraying the cost of construction, operating, and maintaining of 
said plant.  (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 3) 
 
Sec. 16-92. Appeals.   
 

(a) Persons aggrieved of bills pursuant to section 16-91 shall have the right to appeal the 
sewer charge. Said appeals may be based only on the following:   
 

(1)  An error in computation.   
 
(2) An error in the data on which a computation is based, including the 

determination as to the category under which the aggrieved party is placed. No 
appeal shall be permitted based upon hardship in an applicant's inability to 
make payment for said sewer charge; provided that an appeal to modify the 
sewer charge levied on the user in whole or in part may be filed with the 
commissioner of public infrastructure and may be granted by the city council by 
a two-thirds vote of its membership, under such terms and conditions as the 
city council shall determine to be in the best interest of the city, and the basis 
for such request is due solely to causes beyond the control of the user who has 
exercised due diligence in the construction of a satisfactory pretreatment 
facility. The user shall make the request for review in writing, stating fully the 
reasons therefore, and the commissioner of public infrastructure shall make a 
written recommendation to the city council no later than forty-five (45) days 
from receipt of the request.   

 
(b) Within the time frame allowed for payment of the bills, the aggrieved party shall notify 

the commissioner of public infrastructure, in writing, that said bill is contested. The notification 
shall include an explanation as to why the bill is contested, and shall provide information 
necessary to determine the validity of the claim.   
 

(c) Upon receipt of an appeal, the water board shall act upon same within thirty  (30) 
days, and shall inform the claimant, in writing, of the results. The determination by the water 
board shall also be transmitted to the collector of taxes who shall take the following action: 

   
(1) For claims found to be valid by the water board, the date of the billing shall be 

revised to the date of the water board's determination. Revised charges shall 
then be due and payable as specified in section 16-91.   

 
(2) For claims found to be invalid, the date of the billing shall be as originally 

issued, and charges and interest shall be computed as specified in section 16-
91.  

  
(d) Persons aggrieved by the decision of the water board, shall have the right to appeal to 

the city council which shall then process said claim in the same manner set forth above. Appeals 
of the water board's decision must be made, in writing, to the city council within thirty (30) days 
of the water board's decision. The decision of the city council shall be final. Said city council shall 
act on said appeal and make said final decision within ninety (90) days of its being notified by the 
appellant except, with the consent of the appellant, said period may be extended for an additional 
ninety (90) day period.   
 

(1) For claims found to be valid by the city council, the date of the billing shall be 
revised to the date of the city council's determination. Revised charges shall 
then be due and payable as specified in section 16-91.   

 
(2) For claims found to be invalid, the date of the billing shall be as originally 

issued, and charges and interest shall be computed as specified in section 16-
91. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 3)  
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Sec. 16-93. Liens of charges.  

 
Sewer charges which are overdue and uncontested shall become a tax lien as provided in 

Chapter 83, Sections 16A through 16F of the Massachusetts General Laws. The failure of the city 
to act in accordance with said sections of said chapter shall not be considered a discharge or 
waiver.  (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 3) 
 
Sec. 16-94. Rates and charges.  
 

Rates and charges for sewer service shall be established yearly by the city council, subject 
to the approval of the mayor, within fourteen (14) days of adoption of the annual budget by the 
city council. A vote is only required if the rate is to change. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 3)  
 
Sec. 16-95. Personnel.  
 

Any transfer or addition of personnel into the wastewater division, subsequent to the 
effective date of this article must first be approved by the city council.  (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 3) 
 
Sec. 16-96. Wastewater Enterprise Fund.  
 

Effective December 31, 1992, the Wastewater Enterprise Fund shall be terminated and all 
moneys contained in accounts therein shall be transferred as directed by the treasurer, consistent 
with the terms and conditions of the city's Wastewater System General Revenue Bond Resolution 
and subject to any other contractual requirements as to disposition of such funds, to one or more 
of the funds and accounts established under said resolution. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 3)  
 

Chapter 17 
 

OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS*   
 
Sec. 17-1. Disorderly conduct, language, etc.  
 

No person shall behave in a rude or disorderly manner, or use indecent, profane or insulting 
language in any street, public place, or public building in the city, or be, or remain upon any 
doorstep, portico or other projection from any such building, or any church, meeting house, public 
hall or entrance thereto, to the annoyance or disturbance of any person.   
( Code 1963, § 14-106)  

State Law References-Disturbance of schools, churches and other assemblies, M.G.L.A. c. 
272, § §138, 40, 42A; penalty for disorderly acts, M.G.L.A. c. 272, § 53.   
 
Sec. 17-2. Invasion of privacy; peeping in windows.  
 

No person, except an officer of the law, in the performance of such officer's duties, shall enter 
upon the premises of another with the intention of peeping into the windows or doors of a house, 
building or structure or spying upon in any manner any person or persons therein.   
(Code 1963, § 14-147)  

State Law References-Offenses against property, M.G.L.A. c. 266; obscene books, M.G.L.A. 
c. 272, § 28C et seq.; obscene matter, M.G.L.A. c. 272, § 29 et seq.   
 
Sec. 17-3. Indecent exposure-Bathing.  
                                                 
* Cross references – Permission to pass through cemetery, § 7-14; soundtrucks, § 15-12; 
creation ofnoise by peddlers, § 15-51; interference with persons taking shellfish, § 15-69; 
damaging sewer works, § 16-30; damaging waterworks, § 16-66; exclusion of minors: (1) from 
alcoholic beverage establishment during entertainment, § 15-96, (2) from pool halls, § 15-54; 
dealing with minor by pawnbrokers, § 15-37; dealing with minor by junk, etc., dealer, § 15-41; 
dealing with minor by junk collector, § 15-49; Sunday sports, § 15-60. 
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No person shall swim or bathe, unless properly clothed, in any of the waters within or 
surrounding the city, so as to be improperly exposed to the view of any person within the city.   
( Code 1963, § 14-104)  

State Law Reference-Lewd persons, M.G.L.A. c. 272, § 53.   
 
Sec. 17-4. Same-Dressing or undressing in vehicle.  
 

No person shall dress or undress in a vehicle on any street, sidewalk, public beach or other 
public place.   
( Code 1963, § 14-107)   
 
Sec. 17-5. Graffiti, tagging, or defacing property.   
 

Whoever intentionally, willfully and maliciously or wantonly, paints, marks, scratches, 
etches or otherwise marks, injures, mars, defaces or destroys the real or personal property of 
another including but not limited to a wall, fence, building, sign, rock, monument, gravestone or 
tablet or whoever sprays or applies paint or places a sticker upon a building, wall, fence, sign, 
tablet, gravestone, monument or other object or thing on a public way or adjoined to it, or in 
public view, or on private property, such person known or commonly known as “taggers” and 
such conduct or activity known or commonly known as “tagging”, or other words or phrases 
associated to such persons, conduct or activity, and either as an individual or in a group, joins 
together with said group, with the intent to deface, mar, damage, mark or destroy such property, 
shall be punished for violating this section by a fine of not more than $200. 
 
This section shall be enforced consistent with the provisions of sections 126A and 126B of Chapter 
266 of the General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  State Law reference – M.G.L.A. 
c. 266 § 126A, 126B.   
(Code 1963, § 14-114; Ord. of 9-15-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 17-6. Malicious damage to public property.  
 

No person shall willfully or maliciously damage, deface or destroy any guide-post or guide-
board, any lamppost, any lamp or lantern thereon; or any tree, building, fence, post or other 
things set, erected, or made for the use or ornament of the city.   
(Code 1963, § 14-.111)  

State Law Reference-Injury to personal property, M.G.L.A. c. 266, § 127.   
 
Sec. 17-7. Discharging weapons, throwing of missiles, depositing stench bombs, etc.  
 

No person shall, except in the performance of some duty required by law, discharge any gun, 
pistol or other firearm or any "BB" gun, air rifle, paintball gun or other such gun, or use a bow 
and arrow, or throw stones, snowballs or other missiles, or throw, drop, pour, deposit, discharge 
or squirt any liquid gaseous or solid whether or not it be injurious to person or property or 
whether it be nauseous, sickening, irritating or offensive to any of the senses, with intent to 
wrongfully injure, molest, discomfort or discommode another, in or upon any street, public place 
or wharf in the city or upon, at or from any vehicle moving or stationary, or at any building, tree 
or other public or private property or upon or at any person in or upon such street, public place or 
wharf, except by the written permission of the chief of police.   
(Code 1963, § § 14-105, 14-135; Ord. of 4-9-87, § 1; Ord. of 7-20-95, § 1)  

State Law References-Shooting air rifle, M.G.L.A. c. 269, § 12B; discharging firearm near 
building, M.G.L.A. c. 269, § 12E.   
 
Sec. 17-8. Carrying of over-sized safety pins.  
 

It shall be unlawful for anyone to carry concealed on the person or under a person's control in 
a vehicle, a safety pin which when opened exceeds four and one-half (4 1/2) inches in length or 
when closed exceeds two (2) inches in length. Nothing in this section shall be construed as 
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prohibiting the use of such pins for the tying up of laundry or in relation to the transportation of 
laundry.   
(Code 1963, § 14-160; Ord. of 4-14-66)   
 
Sec. 17-9. Obstructing pedestrians on sidewalks.  
 

No person shall willfully or negligently obstruct the free passage of foot travelers upon a 
sidewalk.   
(Code 1963, § 14-131; Ord. of 4-10-80, § 1)  

Annotation-See Commonwealth v. Carpenter, 325 Mass. 519 (1950); 91 N.E. 2d 666.  
Cross Reference-Playing games, etc., so as to inconvenience travelers on streets, § 23-9.  
State Law Reference-Violation of ordinance regulating streets, M.G.L.A. c. 272, § 59.   

 
Sec. 17-10. Consuming or carrying alcoholic beverages.   
 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to consume any alcoholic beverage, wine or malt 
beverage on any public way or area or way to which the public has right of access, or on any 
sidewalk appurtenant thereto within the city.  
 

(b)  It shall be shall unlawful (for any person to have alcoholic beverages, wine, or malt  
beverages in such person's possession in any can, bottle or container which has been opened, or 
has the seal broken, or the contents of which have been partially removed while on any public 
way or area or way to which the public has right. of access, or on any sidewalk appurtenant 
thereto within the city.   
 

(c) It shall be unlawful for any person to consume alcoholic beverages, wine or malt beverages 
in any motor vehicle while such vehicle is upon a public way or area or way to which the public 
has right of access within the city.   
 

(d) It shall be unlawful for any person to have alcoholic beverages, wine or malt beverages in 
such person's possession in any can, bottle or container which has been opened, or has the seal 
broken or the contents of which have been partially removed, while in the private motor vehicle 
upon a public way or any area or way to which the public has right of access within the city.   
 

(e) This section shall not apply to designated areas within which an event may be held at 
which a special liquor license has been issued during the hours of said event.   
 

(f) Whoever violates the provisions of this ordinance shall be subject to a fine as provided in 
section 1-9 of this Code.   
 

(g) For the purposes of this section, the following definitions shall apply:   
 

(1) Alcoholic beverage: Any liquid intended for human consumption as a beverage and 
containing one-half (1/2) of one per cent or more of alcohol by volume at sixty (60) 
degrees Fahrenheit.   

 
(2) Wines: All fermented alcoholic beverages made from fruits, flowers, herbs or vegetables 

and containing not more than twenty-four (24) per cent of alcohol by volume at sixty  (60) 
degrees Fahrenheit, except cider containing not more than three (3) per cent, or 
containing more than six (6) per cent, of alcohol by weight at sixty (60) degrees 
Fahrenheit.   

 
(3) Malt beverages: All alcoholic beverages manufactured or produced by the process of 

brewing or fermentation of malt, with or without cereal grains or fermentable sugars, or of 
hops, and containing not more than twelve (12) per cent of alcohol by weight. (Code 
1963, § 14-131; Ords. (2) of 9-28-78, § 1; Ord. of 4-10-80, § 1)  

Cross Reference-Alcoholic beverages licenses, § 15-90 et seq..   
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Sec. 17-11. Storage or abandonment of certain refrigerators or similar containers.  
 

Whoever for the purpose of storage, keeping, abandonment or for any reason whatsoever, 
places in a yard, or on any other land, public or private way, or in an unlocked building, an 
unused refrigerator, icebox or container of a similar nature, the doors of which, when closed, can 
be opened only from the outside and permits the same to be unattended for a period of more 
than twenty (20) minutes without removing the doors, or without adequately securing the doors 
in such manner as to prevent children from entering into the refrigerator, icebox or container, 
shall be punished as provided in section 1.9 of this Code. (Code 1963, § 14-116)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 271, § 46.   
 
Sec. 17-12. Gambling; exposure of devices.  
 

No person, shall expose in or upon any street or public grounds, any table or device of any 
kind, by or upon which any game of hazard or chance can be played; nor shall any person play 
any such game at any such table or device in or upon any street or public place in the city. (Code 
1963, § 14-109)  

Annotation-See Commonwealth v. Wolbarst, 319 Mass. 291 (1946); 65 N.E. 2d 552.  
State. law reference-Gambling, M.G.L.A. c. 271, § 1 et seq.   

 
Sec. 17-13. Fictitious report of crime.  
 

No person shall, by a verbal, written or printed communication, willfully, deliberately and 
knowingly make or cause to be made to a police officer or other lawful authority a false, or 
fictitious report of a crime, knowing that such report is false or fictitious as aforesaid. (Code 1963, 
§ 14-155)   
 
Sec. 17-14. Telephonic and burglar alarm systems.   
 

(a) "Telephonic alarm system" shall mean any mechanism, equipment or device which is 
designed to operate automatically through the use of public telephone facilities to transmit a 
signal, message, or warning to another location.   
 

(b) No person shall operate or maintain a telephonic alarm system which automatically 
transmits a signal, message, or warning to any city police department or fire department 
telephone line.   
 

(c) "Alarm device" shall mean any device which is intended to, when activated by a criminal 
act,  
 

(1) Transmit a signal to a police facility;   
 

(2) Transmit a signal to a person or company who relays an alarm to a police facility;   
 

(3) Produce an audible or visible signal to which the police are expected to respond.   
 

(d) "Alarm user" shall mean any person or organization who is the owner or is in charge of the 
premises where an alarm device is maintained.   
 

(e) "False alarm" shall mean the activation of an alarm device due to the negligence of the 
alarm user or his employee, or the improper installation, mechanical failure or malfunction of the 
alarm device which results in the police department responding to the alarm and where it is. 
determined by the police department that the activation of the alarm system was not caused by 
criminal activity or attempted criminal activity.  
 

(f) Each alarm user shall submit to the chief of police his name, address, telephone number, 
and the name, address, and telephone number of at least one (1) other person who is authorized 
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to and is able to respond to and deactivate an alarm device. At the time of said submission the 
alarm user shall pay to the chief of police a registration fee of three dollars ($3.00).   
 

(g) Each alarm user shall, prior to the testing of an alarm device which will include its 
activation, notify the police department of such testing. Failure to so notify the police department 
shall constitute a false alarm.   
 

(h) Each alarm device which includes an audible bell, horn, or siren shall be equipped with an 
automatic shut-off system which shall deactivate the alarm device within twenty-five (25) 
minutes of its activation.   
 

(i) Violation of paragraphs (f), (g), or (h), hereof shall be punished by a fine of twenty-five 
dollars ($25.00).  
 

(j) Upon the police department having three (3) false alarms recorded from the same alarm 
user within the same calendar year, the police chief of his designee shall notify the alarm user, in 
writing, of the dates and times of each such false alarm and that a fourth false alarm within the 
same calendar year shall result in a charge of twenty-five dollars ($25.00).   
 

(k) Each alarm user shall be charged twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for the fourth false alarm as 
defined in paragraph (j). Each subsequent false alarm within the same calendar year shall result 
in a charge of fifty dollars ($50.00).   
 

(l) This section shall not subject the City of New Bedford or any of its offices, agents, servants 
and employees to any greater obligation, duty, or liability to an alarm user or any other person 
than may currently exist.   
 

(m) This section shall not apply to alarm devices owned or controlled by the City of New 
Bedford, nor to alarm devices installed in motor vehicles.   
 

(n) Persons aggrieved of charges pursuant to paragraph (k) shall have the right to appeal the 
charges.   
 

(1) The aggrieved party shall notify the city clerk in writing, that said charge is con-tested. 
The notification shall include an explanation as to why the charge is contested, and shall 
provide information necessary to determine the validity of the claim.   

 
(2) Upon receipt of an appeal, the committee on internal affairs shall act upon same within 

forty-five (45) days and shall make a recommendation to the city council which may grant 
said appeal by a two-thirds vote of its membership, under such terms and conditions as 
the city council shall determine to be in the best interest of the city, and the basis for such 
appeal is due solely to causes beyond the control of the alarm user who has exercised due 
diligence in the installation of a satisfactory alarm device.   

 
(3) The decision of the city council shall be final and it shall inform the claimant, in writing, of 

the results.   
(Code 1963, § 14-161; Ord. of 5-24-73; Ord. of 5-11-89, § 1; Ord. of 5-26-94, § 1)  

State Law Reference-Interference with police alarm system, M.G.L.A. c. 268, § 32.  
 
Sec. 17-15. Noise.   
 

(a) Unnecessary blowing of automobile horns. The blowing of automobile horns between the 
hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. except in cases of emergency is hereby prohibited.   
 

(b) Noises at commercial establishments. All noises at commercial establishments located in 
principally residential neighborhoods that menace the health, interrupt or disturb sleep of 
residents between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. are hereby prohibited; and, without 
limiting the generality of the foregoing, it is hereby intended that "noises," as used in this section, 
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shall include the loading or unloading of motor vehicles, those sounds emitted by all types of 
mechanical devices, including motor vehicles, and those by animals and birds.   
(Code 1963, § 14-103; Ord. of 12-10-81, § 1)  

Editor's Note-An ordinance of Dec. 10, 1981, § 1, amended § 14-103 of the former Code, 
which § 14-103 was codified as § 23-7 of this Code and was relative to unnecessary blowing of 
automobile horns. As amended by the Dec. 1981 ordinance, said provisions pertained to other 
noises, as well as automobile noise; therefore, said section has been redesignated as § 17-15.  

Cross Reference-Traffic, Ch. 23.   
 
Sec. 17-16. Loitering.   
 

(a) Assemblies obstructing streets and sidewalks. All persons are hereby prohibited from 
gathering and standing in groups upon the streets, avenues and sidewalks of the city in such a 
manner as to obstruct the free passage of persons or vehicles upon the sidewalks or streets of 
the city.   
 

(b) Manifesting the purpose of illegally using, possessing or selling controlled substances. It is 
unlawful for any person to loiter in a public place in a manner and under circumstances 
manifesting the purpose of illegally using, possessing, transferring or selling any controlled 
substance as that term is defined in M.G.L., c.94C, sec. 1. Among the circumstances which may 
be considered in determining whether such a purpose is manifested are the following:   
 

(1) The person is a known illegal user, possessor or seller of controlled substances or the 
person is at a location frequented by persons who illegally use, possess, transfer or sell 
controlled substances; and   

 
(2) The person repeatedly beckons to stops, attempts to stop or engage in conversation with 

passers-by; whether such passers-by are on foot or in a motor vehicle, for the purpose of 
inducing, enticing, soliciting or procuring another to illegally possess, transfer or buy any 
controlled substances; or   

 
(3) The person repeatedly passes to or receives from passers-by, whether such passers-by 

are on foot or in a motor vehicle, money, objects or written material for the purpose of 
inducing, enticing, soliciting or procuring another to illegally possess, transfer or buy any 
controlled substance.  

 
In order for there to be a violation of subsection (b), the person's affirmative language or 

conduct must be such as to demonstrate by its express or implied content or appearance a 
specific intent to induce, entice, solicit or procure another to illegally possess, transfer or buy a 
controlled substance.  
 

No arrest shall be made for a violation of subsection (b) unless the arresting officer first affords 
the person an opportunity to explain his conduct, and no one shall be convicted of violating 
subsection (b) if it appears at trial that the explanation given was true and disclosed a lawful 
purpose.  

 
For the purpose of this section, a "known illegal users, possessor or seller of controlled 

substances" is a person who, within one year prior to the date of arrest for violation of this 
section, has within the knowledge of the arresting officer been convicted of illegally 
manufacturing, using, possessing, selling, purchasing or delivering any controlled substance.   
 

(c) Penalty. Whoever violates the provisions of this section shall be subject to a penalty of 
three hundred dollars ($300.00).   
(Ord. of 7.19-84, § 1; Ord. of 6-11-92, § 1)   
 
Sec. 17-17. Radios, tape players and other sound amplification devices; regulations.   
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(a) The playing of portable radios, tape players or other electronically amplified sound devices, 

shall be prohibited from public buses, bus stops, public beaches, public parking lots, public 
streets, malls, stores and any public area when the sound of such devices exceeds the following 
intensity: Sound level decibels shall not exceed seventy (70) at a distance of fifteen (15) feet.   
 

(b) Such sound level mentioned in paragraph (a) shall be measured with a sound level meter 
approved by the City of New Bedford.   
 

(c) No motor vehicle radio or sound reproduction systems operated within a motor vehicle shall 
be used in such a manner as to create unnecessary noise for any person other than the driver 
and passengers in said vehicle.   
 

(d) Penalty. Any person who violates any of the provisions of this section shall be punished as 
follows: Upon a conviction for the first offense, by a fine of up to one hundred dollars ($100.00); 
Upon a conviction for the second offense within one year from the commission of the first offense, 
by a fine of up to two hundred dollars ($200.00); Upon a conviction for each subsequent offense 
within one year from the commission of the first offense, by a fine of up to three hundred dollars 
($300.00).   
(Ord. of 9-12-85, § 1; Ord: of 3-12-87, § 1; Ord. of 9-8-94, § 1)   
 
Sec. 17-18. Noncriminal disposition of violations of certain ordinances, rules and 
regulations.  
 

(a). Notwithstanding any provisions herein to the contrary, the city, under authority 
granted to it by section 21D of Chapter 40 of Massachusetts General Laws, provides the following 
procedure for the noncriminal disposition of violations of certain ordinances, rules and regulations 
of certain municipal officers, boards or departments hereinafter mentioned.   
 

(b). Any person taking cognizance of a violation of a certain ordinance, rule or 
regulation hereinafter mentioned, which he is empowered to enforce, hereinafter referred to as 
the en-forcing person, as an alternative to initiating criminal proceedings, shall give to the 
offender a written notice to appear before the clerk of the district court having jurisdiction 
thereof, at any time during office hours, not later than twenty-one (21) days after the date of 
such notice. Such notice shall be in triplicate and shall contain the name and address, if known, of 
the offender, the specific offense charged, and the time and place for his required appearance. 
Such notice shall be signed by the enforcing person shall be signed by the offender whenever 
practicable in acknowledgement that such notice has been received.   
 

(c). The enforcing person shall, if possible, deliver to the offender a copy of said notice 
at the time and place of the violation. If it is not possible to deliver a copy of said notice to the 
offender at the time and place of violation, said copy shall be mailed or delivered by the enforcing 
person, or by his commanding officer or the head of his department or by any person authorized 
by such commanding officer, department or head, to the offender's last known address, within 
fifteen (15) days after said violation. Such notice as so mailed shall be deemed a sufficient notice, 
and a certificate of the person so mailing such notice that is has been mailed in accordance with 
this section shall be prima facie evidence thereof.   
 

(d). At or before the completion of each tour of duty, or at the beginning of the first 
subsequent tour of duty, the enforcing person shall give to his commanding officer or depart-
ment head those copies of each notice of such a violation he had taken cognizance of during such 
tour which have not already been delivered or mailed by him, as mentioned in subsection (c). 
Said commanding officer or department head shall retain and safely preserve one copy and shall, 
at a time not later than the next court day after such delivery or mailing, deliver the other copy to 
the clerk of the court before which the offender has been notified to appear.   
 

(e). Any person notified to appear before the clerk of the district court as hereinbefore 
provided may so appear and confess the offense charged, either personally or through a duly 
authorized agent or by mailing to the city clerk, together with notice, such specific sum of money 
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not exceeding three hundred dollars ($300.00) as fixed as penalty for violation of the ordinance, 
bylaw, rule or regulation. Such payment shall, if mailed, be made by postal note, money order or 
check. Upon receipt of such notice, the city clerk shall forthwith notify the clerk of the district 
court of such payment and the receipt by the clerk of the district court of such notification shall 
operate as a final disposition of the case. An appearance under this paragraph shall not be 
deemed to be a criminal proceeding. No person so notified to appear before the clerk of a district 
court shall be required to report to any probation officer, and no record of the case shall be 
entered in any probation records.   
 

(f). If any person so notified to appear desires to contest the violation alleged in the 
notice to appear and also to avail himself of the procedure established pursuant to section 21D of 
Chapter 40 of the Massachusetts General Laws, he may, within twenty-one (21) days after the 
date of the notice, request a hearing, in writing. Such hearing shall be held before a district court 
judge, clerk, or assistant clerk, as the court shall direct; and, if the judge, clerk, or assistant clerk 
shall, after hearing, find that the violation occurred and that it was committed by the person so 
notified to appear, the person so notified shall be permitted to dispose of the case by paying the 
specific sum of money fixed as a penalty as aforesaid or such lesser amount as the judge, clerk or 
assistant clerk shall order, which payment shall operate as a final disposition of the case. 
Proceedings held pursuant to this paragraph shall not be deemed to be criminal proceedings. No 
person disposing of a case by payment of such penalty shall be required to report to any 
probation office as a result of such violation, nor shall any record of the case be entered in the 
probation records. 
   

(g). If any person so notified to appear before the clerk of the district court fails to pay 
the fine provided hereunder within the time specified or, having appeared, does not confess the 
offense before the clerk or pay the sum of money fixed as a penalty after a hearing and finding, 
as provided in subsection (f), the clerk shall notify the enforcing person who issued the original 
notice, who shall determine whether to apply for the issuance of a complaint for the violation of 
the appropriate ordinance, rule or regulation.   
 

 (h) Any fines imposed under the provisions of this section shall enure to the city for such use 
as the city may direct.   
 

(i) The enforcing persons as used in this section shall be police officers of the city, parking 
supervisors, animal control officer and persons empowered to enforce the various ordinances and 
rules and regulations hereinafter mentioned.   
 

(j) The following ordinances, rules and regulations and the specific penalties attached thereto 
shall be included within the procedure established under this section. Each day a violation is 
committed or permitted to continue shall constitute a separate offense and shall be penalized as 
such hereunder.  
 
Section Subject Fine 
4-19 Failure to license dogs $25.00 
4-28 Excessive howling, barking or other noise by a dog. 100.00 
4-28 Failure to restrain dogs 25.00 
4-28 Failure to remove/dispose of animal feces, each incident 50.00 
4-37 Failure to vaccinate dogs 50.00 
5-6.1 Operating personal watercraft or jet skis in prohibited areas 100.00 
5-7 Harbor master plan provisions 300.00 
5-8 Excise tax on vessels 25.00 
11-12 Home oxygen services. 300.00 
 Rules and regulations of board of health/smoking in municipal buildings 

and vehicles. 
First offense: Written warning  
Second offense: 25.00 

 Third and subsequent offenses: 50.00 
12-21 Litter in public places. 300.00 
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12-22 Proper placement of litter in receptacles. 100.00 
12-23 Sweeping litter into gutters, etc. 100.00 
12-24 Merchants to keep sidewalk clean. 100.00 
12-25 Litter thrown by persons in vehicles. 100.00 
 
   
 When the material disposed of is in excess of 1 cubic yard. 300.00 
12-26 Truckloads causing litter. 50.00 
12-27 Litter in parks. 100.00 
12-28 Litter in lakes and fountains. 100.00 
 When the material disposed of is in excess of 1 cubic yard. 300.00 
12-29 Throwing or distributing commercial handbills in public places. 100.00 
12-30 Placing commercial and noncommercial handbills on vehicles. 100.00 
12-31 Depositing commercial and noncommercial handbills on uninhabited or 

vacant premises. 
100.00 

12-32 Prohibiting distribution of handbills where property posted. 100.00 
12-33 Distributing commercial and noncommercial handbills at inhabited 

private premises. 
100.00 

12-35 Dropping litter from aircraft. 300.00 
12-36 Posting .notices prohibited. 100.00 
12-37 Litter on occupied private property. 100.00 
12-38 Owner to maintain premises free of litter. 100.00 
12-39 Litter on vacant lots. 100.00 
 When the material disposed of is in excess of 1 cubic yard. 300.00 
12-42 Emptying ash barrels, etc., on public ways. 100.00 
12-43 Emptying brine or impure water onto public ways. 100.00 
12-44 Placing dirt, etc., in drinking fountains. 100.00 
12-45 Placing refuse in sewers, etc. 100.00 
12-46 Burning of garbage. 300.00 
 Shellfishing during nonspecific hours 50.00 
 Conch 100.00 
 Shellfishing in contaminated water during the daytime 200.00 
 Taking of lobsters and crabs 100.00 
 Female lobsters bearing eggs 100.00 
 Selling/possessing/mutilating small lobsters 100.00 
15-1.1 Shellfishing without a license 200.00 
15-1.1 Shellfishing without a permit 50.00 
 Transfer of license or permit 50.00 
 Failure to display shellfish catch, permit or license 100.00 
 Permit holder selling shellfish 100.00 
 Improper tags or absence of tags 50.00 
 Removal or possession of seed shellfish 100.00 
 Possession of undersized scallops 50.00 
 Exceeding daily catch limits 50.00 
16-24 
16-27(c)(4) 
16-28 
16-29 
16-30 
16-31 
 
16-33 
16-37 
16-74 

Building Sewers and Connections 
Prohibited Discharges and Public Sewer 
Street Openings Not to Interfere with Drains or Sewers 
Damaging, etc. Sewer Works 
Private Drains and Sewer Repair Alteration 
Same – Commissioner or Employees Alone to Construct Private Sewers 
in Streets or Dig Up Streets; Exception 
Sewer and Drain Construction; Private Contractors 
Grease Traps and Interceptors 
Garbage, rubbish and ashes; collection; duty of owners. 

300.00 
300.00 
300.00 
300.00 
300.00 
 
300.00 
300.00 
300.00 
50.00 

16-74.1 Retail merchants; collection of ashes, garbage and rubbish. 50.00 
   
16-75 Garbage, rubbish, ashes and grass; receptacles. 50.00 
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17-15 (a) Noise-Blowing horns 100.00 
17-15 (b) Noise-At commercial establishments 250.00 
17-19 Prohibited sales of criminal trading cards. 300.00 
17-22 Unlawful use of law enforcement clothing. 300.00 
17-26 
17-26 

Violation of child safety zone by child sex offender, first offense 
Refusal to leave a child safety zone and/or second violation of child 
Safety zone by child sex offender 

150.00 
 
300.00 

18-11 Controlled substances in parks and recreation areas; violators 
banned. 

300.00 

22-5 Drainage onto streets. 100.00 
22-13 Advertising on trees, poles, etc., per day 15.00 
 Prohibition of Smoking in Municipal Buildings, Vehicles or Vessels and 

within 15 feet of Municipal Buildings 
1. First Offense 100.00 

 2. Second Offense with 24-month period 200.00 
 3. Three or More Offenses within 24-month period    300.00 
 Smoking in Workplaces, Public Places, Membership Associations and 

Food Establishments, Section IV,A,B,C 
Smoking Prohibited 
1.First Offense 100.00 

 2. Second Offense within 24-month period 200.00 
 3. Three or More Offenses within 24-month period 300.00 
 Tobacco Control Regulation Affecting “Youth Access to Tobacco 

Products, Section V 
Sale and/or Distribution of Tobacco Product 
1. First Offense 100.00 

 2. Second Offense within 24-month period 200.00 
 3. Three or More Offenses within 24-month period 300.00 
 Tobacco Control Regulation Affecting Youth Access to Tobacco 

Products, Section VI, A,B,C 
Posting of Notices (no change) 25.00 

 Tobacco Control Regulation Affecting Youth Access to Tobacco 
Products, Section VI, D 

Removal of Notices (no change) 10.00 
22-14 Sale and/or distribution of tobacco products  

First offense: Written warning 
Second offense: 100.00 

 Third offense: 200.00 
 Additional offenses: 300.00 
 Posting of notices 25.00 
 Removal of notices 10.00 
 Tobacco control regulations governing food service establishments. 

First offense: Written warning 
Second offense within 12-month period 100.00 

 Third offense within 12-month period 200.00 
 Fourth and subsequent offense within 12-month period 300.00 
22-15 
22-17 
23-25 
22-36 
22-37 
22-39 
 

Snow and ice removal 
Snow and ice removal 
Motorized scooter, prohibition 
Rules and regulations for construction within public rights-of-way. 
Permit to disturb surface – required; emergencies. 
Same – Conditions of granting. 
 

  50.00 
  50.00 
300.00 
300.00 
300.00 
300.00 
 

 
 
(Ord. of 4-25-91, § 1; Ord. of 9-9-93, § 2; Ord. of 10-12-95, § 1; Ord. of 12-21-95, § 1; Ord. of 
4-11-96, § 1; Ord. of 3-13-97, § 1; Ord. of 6-12-97, § 2; Ord. of 11-13-97, § 2; Ord. of 11-13-
97, § 2; Ord. of 12-18-97, § 2; Ord. of 12-18-97, § 2; Ord. of 8-20-98, § 1; Ord. of 8-20-98, § 
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1; Ord. of 9-10-98, § 1; Ord. of 7-20-00, § 1; Ord. of 8-17-00, § 1; Ord. of 8-17-00, § 1; Ord. of 
3-22-01, § 1; Ord. of 4-26-01, § 1; Ord. of 8-16-01, § 2; Ord. of 8-1-03, § 2; Ord. of 7-6-05, § 
1; Ord. of 4-19-06; § 4; Ord. of 10-16-06; § 1; Ord. of 12-28-06, § 1; Ord. of 01-31-07, § 1; 
Ord. 04/01/08 §4)   
 
Sec. 17-19. Prohibited sales of criminal trading cards.  
 

No person, firm or corporation shall offer for sale or distribution within the city, any trading 
cards which depict pictures and/or historical accounts of crimes, criminal historical events, mass 
murders, or other illegal activities (so-called, "mass-murder cards").   
(Ord. of 9-9-93, § 1)  

Cross Reference-Penalty, § 17-18.   
 
Sec. 17-20. Interference with police officer; escape from custody.  
  

(a) Any person who willingly and/or intentionally interferes with a police officer, who is acting 
in the lawful performance of his official duties and under the color of the law, without lawful 
purpose and any person who escapes from the custody of any police officer, after having  
been lawfully arrested or placed in custody, or any person who attempts to escape, whether 
successful or not, or any person who assists, aids, or abets such person, shall be punished by a 
fine of three hundred dollars ($300.00).   
 

(b) The term "police officer" as used in this section, shall mean a member of the city police 
department or the state department of state police acting within the limits of the city, in uniform 
or, if out of uniform, a member who has identified himself by exhibiting his credentials as such 
police officer.   
 

(c) The term "interfering," as used in this section, shall mean any person who hampers, causes 
to be hampered, hinders, causes to be hindered, obstructs, [or] causes to be obstructed any 
police officer or police investigation, without lawful purpose, while such police officer is acting 
under color of his official authority.   
 

(d) The term "escape," as used in this section, shall mean any person who flees, otherwise 
breaks free of, or makes any overt act towards the attempt of escaping from the lawful custody of 
any police officer after such person has been placed under arrest and taken into custody.   
 

(e) Any police officer may, without a warrant, arrest any person violating this section when 
such violation involves a breach of the peace, is committed in the officer's presence or view, and 
is still continuing at the time of the arrest.   
(Ord. of 6-13-96, § 1)   
 
Sec. 17-21. Criminal history background checks.   
 

(a) The terms "child" or "children," as used in this section, shall mean a person or person(s) 
under eighteen (18) years of age.   
 

(b) Any organization, which provides recreational or sporting activities for children, which 
employs or uses the services of employees and/or volunteers in positions in which the employee 
or volunteer has supervisory or disciplinary power over a child or children, and which utilizes city 
park or other city-owned facilities, shall apply for certification from the criminal history systems 
board. If certification is received, such organization shall request a criminal history check of each 
volunteer or employee.   
 

(c) Any organization that applies for certification, in accordance with the provisions of 
subsection (b), and is rejected by the board shall review the sexual offenders list, on file at the 
appropriate municipal police department, for the name of each volunteer or employee.   
 

(d) The provisions of this section shall not apply to:   
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(1) Any organization which is licensed under federal or Massachusetts law and which, as part 
of the licensing procedure, is required to conduct criminal background checks of 
employees or volunteers;   

 
(2) Medical facilities;   

 
(3) Religious organizations, except in regard to activities that are predominantly recreational 

or sporting in nature.  
 

(e) At the time a request is made to utilize a city-owned facility, an organization that is subject 
to the provisions of this section must submit a form, available in the city clerk's office, certifying 
that the organization obtained criminal history checks on each volunteer or employee and to the 
best of their knowledge the organization has no employees and/or volunteers with criminal 
backgrounds working in positions in which the employee or volunteer has supervisory or 
disciplinary power over a child or children. The certification form shall be submitted to the city 
department that controls and schedules the use of the city park or facility that the organization is 
requesting to utilize.   
 

(f) At the time a request is made to utilize a city-owned facility, an organization that is subject 
to the provisions of this section, which has applied for certification by the board and whose 
application has been denied or as yet not approved, must submit a form, available in the city 
clerk's office, certifying that the organization applied for certification by the board and was  
denied or has not yet been approved. Such organization must further certify that it has reviewed 
the sex offender list, on file at the appropriate municipal police department, for the name of each 
volunteer or employee and that to the best of their knowledge the organization has no employees 
and/or volunteers with criminal backgrounds working in positions in which the employee or 
volunteer has supervisory or disciplinary power over a child or children. The certification form 
shall be submitted to the city department that controls and schedules the use of the city park or 
facility that the organization is requesting to utilize.   
 

(g) Upon request by a city department head, the mayor, or a city councilor, any organization 
that states that is has applied for certification and been denied by the board must show proof of 
such application and denial.   
 

(h) Any organization that violates the provisions of this section shall be subject to a fine of one 
hundred dollars ($100.00) per offense. This section shall be enforced through the provisions of 
section 17-18, the noncriminal disposition section.   
(Ord. of 8-20-98, § 1)   
 
Sec. 17-22. Unlawful use of law enforcement clothing.  
 

No person, not being a member and without authority of any city, state or federal law 
enforcing agency, shall willfully wear or use the insignia, uniform or clothing, or part of a uniform 
or clothing, of any such law enforcement agency for the purpose of representing that he is a 
member thereof or to intimidate, hinder or interrupt any person in the exercise of his rights under 
the constitution or laws of the Commonwealth.   
( Ord. of 12-18-97, § 1)  

Cross Reference-Penalty, § 17-18.   
 
Sec. 17-23. Impoundment of vehicles used in the commission [of] certain violations. 
   

(a) Offenses subjecting a vehicle to impoundment. A violation [of] the following provision of 
the Code of Ordinances of the City of New Bedford or the Massachusetts Criminal Code shall 
subject a vehicle used in connection with the violation to be impounded as provided in section 17-
23 (b).   
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(1) A person charged with engaging, agreeing to engage, or offering to engage is sexual 

conduct with another person in return for a fee, or a person charged with paying, agreeing to pay 
or offering to pay another person to engage in sexual conduct, or to agree to engage in sexual 
conduct with another natural person.   
 

(2) A person charged with violating Section 53A of Chapter 272 of the Massachusetts General 
Laws.   
 

(b) 
 

(1) A motor vehicle used in connection with a violation of any provision set forth in section 17-
23 (a) shall be seized and impounded under this section. The owner of record of such vehicle shall 
be liable to the city for a penalty of three hundred dollars ($300.00) in addition to charges for the 
towing and storage of the vehicle. This subsection shall not apply (a) if the vehicle used in the 
violation was stolen at that time and the theft was reported to the appropriate police authorities 
within twenty-four (24) hours after the theft was discovered or reasonably should have been 
discovered (b) if the vehicle was operating as a common carrier and the violation occurs without 
the knowledge of the person in control of the vehicle or (c) if the owner of the vehicle was without 
knowledge that said vehicle was being used in connection with a violation of this section.   
 

(2) Whenever a police officer has probable cause to believe that a vehicle is subject to seizure 
and impoundment pursuant to this section, the police officer shall provide for the towing of the 
vehicle to a facility designated by the city. Before or at the time the vehicle is towed, the police 
officer shall issue a citation of offense to the violator under the provisions of section 17-18, the 
ticketing ordinance, for a penalty in the amount of three hundred dollars ($300.00) and shall 
notify the person who is found to be in control of the vehicle at the time of the alleged violation, 
of the fact of the seizure and of the vehicle owner's right to pay the penalty plus towing and 
storage charges or to request a vehicle impoundment hearing to be conducted under this section.   
 

(3) Whenever the owner of a vehicle seized pursuant to this section makes a written request to 
the police department for a vehicle impoundment hearing after the seizure, a hearing officer 
appointed by the police chief shall conduct the vehicle impoundment hearing within twenty-four 
(24) hours after the seizure, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and city holidays. All interested 
persons shall be given a reasonable opportunity to be heard at the impoundment hearing. The 
formal rules of evidence shall not apply at the hearing, and hearsay evidence shall be admissible. 
If, after the hearing, the hearing officer determines by a preponderance of the evidence that none 
of the exceptions described in subsection (1) applies, the hearing officer shall enter an order 
finding the owner of record of the vehicle civilly liable to the city for the three hundred dollar 
($300.00) penalty and ordering the continued impoundment of the vehicle as provided in this 
section until the owner of the vehicle pays the three hundred dollar ($300.00) penalty plus all 
towing and storage charges allowed by law. If the owner of record fails to appear at the hearing, 
the hearing officer shall enter a default order in favor of the city, requiring payment to the city of 
the three hundred dollar ($300.00) penalty and payment of all towing and storage charges 
allowed by law. The city shall send notice of the default order, by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, to the owner of record. If the hearing officer determines that no such violation 
occurred, the vehicle will be returned, upon payment of towing and storage charges allowed by 
law.   
 

(4) Unless a hearing has been held pursuant to subsection (3), within five (5) days after a 
vehicle is seized and impounded pursuant to this section, the city shall send notice, by certified 
mail, return receipt requested, to the owner of record of the date, time and location of a hearing 
that will be conducted pursuant to this section. The hearing shall be scheduled and held, unless 
continued by order of the hearing officer, no later that 10 (ten) days after the vehicle was seized. 
The hearing shall be conducted by a hearing officer appointed by the chief of police. The formal 
rules of evidence shall not apply at the hearing, and hearsay evidence shall be admissible. All 
interested persons shall be given a reasonable opportunity to be heard at the hearing. If, after 
the hearing, the hearing officer determines by a preponderance of the evidence that none of the 
exceptions described in subsection (1) applies, the hearing officer shall enter an order finding the 
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owner of record of the vehicle civilly liable to the city for the three hundred dollar ($300.00) 
penalty and ordering the continued impoundment of the vehicle as provided in this section until 
the owner of the vehicle pays the three hundred dollar ($300.00) penalty and all towing and 
storage charges allowed by law. If the owner of record fails to appear at the hearing, the hearing 
officer shall enter a default order in favor of the city requiring payment to the city of the three 
hundred dollar ($300.00) penalty and payment of all towing and storage charges allowed by law. 
The city shall ' send notice of the default order, by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the 
owner of record. If the hearing officer determines that no such violation occurred, the vehicle will 
be returned, upon payment of the towing and storage charges allowed by law.   
 

(5) If a penalty is ordered pursuant to this section, the penalty shall constitute a debt due and 
owing to the city. Except as provided otherwise in this section, a vehicle shall continue to be 
impounded until (1) the penalty is paid to the city and all towing and storage charges are paid, in 
which case possession of the vehicle shall be given to the record owner or (2) the vehicle is sold 
or otherwise disposed of to satisfy the debt due and owing to the city and any towing and storage 
charges allowed by law. If the penalty and the towing and storage charges are not paid within 
thirty  (30) days after the penalty hereunder is imposed, the vehicle shall be disposed of in 
accordance with the provisions of Chapter 135 of the Massachusetts General Laws.  
 
Except as otherwise specifically provided by law, no owner, lienholder, or other person shall be 
legally entitled to take possession of a vehicle impounded under this section until the 
administrative fee and other applicable charges have been paid. However, whenever a person 
with a lien or record against a vehicle impounded under this section has commenced foreclosure 
proceedings, possession of the vehicle shall be given to that person if he or she agrees in writing 
to refund to the city the net proceeds of any foreclosure sale, less any amounts necessary to pay 
all lienholders of record, up to the amount owed the city plus all towing and storage charges 
allowed by law.   
 

(6) For purposes of this section, the "owner of record" of a vehicle is the record title holder, or 
if the vehicle is leased, the lessee of the vehicle.   
 

(7) Fees associated with the towing and storage of vehicles under this section shall be 
governed by the provisions of Section 22D of Chapter 40 of the Massachusetts General Laws.   
 

(8) The hearing officer referred to in subsections (3) and (4) above, shall be a licensed 
attorney who is not an employee of the City of New Bedford.  
  

(9) If any provision or part of this section shall be found unconstitutional or outside the 
corporate powers of the City of New Bedford the remaining provisions shall continue in full force 
and effect.   
 
Sec. 17-25 Automated Traffic Enforcement. 
 
(a) Purpose. The purpose of this Section is to provide the authority for the City to utilize 
available technology and instrumentalities to generally enhance the public safety for people in the 
City and, more directly, to reduce the number of traffic accidents and related fatalities and 
injuries that may occur as a result of motorists not obeying the traffic signals and speeding. 
 
(b) Definitions.  
 

1. Automated Photographic Traffic Enforcement System. Any electronic system consisting of a 
photographic, video or electronic camera and a vehicle sensor installed to work in 
conjunction with an electrically operated traffic control sign, signal or device, in order to 
automatically produce photographs, video or digital images of each vehicle violating a 
standard traffic control sign, signal or device. Automated Photographic Traffic Enforcement 
Systems include, but are not limited to, Red Light Camera Programs and Automated 
Speeding Enforcement Programs. 
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2.  Red Light Camera Program. An Automated Photographic Traffic Enforcement system used to 

enforce red light traffic violations. 
 

3. Automated Speeding Enforcement Program. An Automated Photographic Traffic Enforcement 
System used to enforce speeding violations. 

 
(c) Authority. The City is authorized to implement systems for the enforcement traffic      rules, 
Ordinances, and by-laws with the use of Automated Photographic Traffic Enforcement Systems as 
control devices that will record photographic images as prima facie evidence of traffic violations 
and will authorize the Police Department to issue civil citations and warning notices, or an agent 
thereof to perform ministerial functions with respect to the issuance of civil citations and warning 
notices for the violations.  The City shall be authorized to utilize a red light camera program and 
automated speeding enforcement program 
 
The City’s Police Department shall also be authorized to utilize photographic and video images 
taken with the Automated Photographic Traffic Enforcement Systems for the investigation of 
criminal activity. 
 
(d) Administration. The Police Department shall have the authority to review the photographic, 
digital or video images, and upon such review issue a warning or citation for traffic violations.  
The City may contract with third parties under the usual and customary procurement procedures 
to perform administrative, ministerial or clerical functions necessary for issuing citations and 
implementing other provisions of the Automated Photographic Traffic Enforcement Systems. 
 
(e) Penalties. Any person or vehicle operator issued a citation under this Section for violation of 
any traffic rule, regulation, statute, Ordinance or bylaw shall be subject to a fine of not more than 
$75.00. An additional $25.00 shall be added in the event that any payment due under this 
Section is not paid in full within 60 days after citation is issued. (Ord. of 1-19-99, § 1; Ord. of 6-
14-07 § 1)  
 
Sec. 17-26.  Child sex offender in child safety zone. 
 
(1) Prohibition regarding child sex offender in child safety zone. 
 

(a) Definitions:  For the purpose of this chapter the following terms, phrases, words and 
derivations shall have the meaning given herein.  When not inconsistent with the context, 
words in the plural number include the singular and words in the singular number include 
the plural.  The word “shall” is always mandatory and not merely directory. 

 
(i) Child safety zone means: 

 
(a) A park, playground, recreation center, library, school, day care center, private 

youth center, video arcade, bathing beach, swimming pool or wading pool, 
gymnasium, sports field, or sports facility, including the parking area and land 
adjacent to any of the aforementioned facilities, and school or camp bus stops, 
which is: 

 
1) Under the jurisdiction of any department, agency, or authority of the City of 

New Bedford, including but not limited to the School Department of the City of 
New Bedford, or 

 
2) Leased by the City of New Bedford to another person for the purpose of 

operating a park, playground, recreation center, bathing beach, swimming pool 
or wading pool, gymnasium, sports field, or sports facility. 

 
(ii) Child sex offender means: 
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(a) Any person required to register as a sex offender pursuant to Massachusetts 

General Laws chapter 6, sections 178C to 178P, inclusive and given a level 2 or 
level 3 designation by the Sex Offender Registry Board under section 178K and 
whose victim was a child under the age of 16 or who has not yet been classified 
and who resides, has secondary addresses, works or attends an institution of 
higher learning in the Commonwealth and who has been convicted of or who has 
been adjudicated as a youthful offender or as a delinquent juvenile, or a person 
released from incarceration or parole or probation supervision or custody with the 
department of youth services for such a conviction or adjudication of the following 
offenses: indecent assault and battery on a child under 14 under section 13B of 
chapter 265; rape of a child under 16 with force under section 22A of said chapter 
265; rape and abuse of a child under section 23 of said chapter 265; assault of a 
child with intent to commit rape under section 24B of said chapter 265; kidnapping 
of a child under the age of 16 under section 26 of said chapter 265; enticing a child 
under the age of 16 for the purposes of committing a crime under section 26C of 
said chapter 265; indecent assault and battery on a mentally retarded person under 
section 13F of said chapter 265; assault with intent to commit rape under section 
24 of said chapter 265; inducing a minor into prostitution under section 4A of 
chapter 272; living off or sharing earnings of a minor prostitute under section 4B of 
said chapter 272; disseminating to a minor matter harmful to a minor under section 
28 of said chapter 272; posing or exhibiting a child in a state of nudity under 
section 29A of said chapter 272; dissemination of visual material of a child in a 
state of nudity or sexual conduct under section 29B of said chapter 272; unnatural 
and lascivious acts with a child under 16 under section 35A of said chapter 272; 
drugging persons for sexual intercourse under section 3 of said chapter 272; 
aggravated rape under section 39 of chapter 277; and any attempt to commit a 
violation of any of the aforementioned sections pursuant to section 6 of chapter 274 
or a like violation of the laws of another state, the United States or a military, 
territorial or Indian tribal authority, and whose victim was a child under the age of 
16. 

 
(b) A person who has been adjudicated a sexually dangerous person under section 14 

of Massachusetts General Laws chapter 123A, as in force at the time of 
adjudication, or a person released from civil commitment pursuant to section 9 of 
said Massachusetts General Laws chapter 123A, whichever last occurs, on or after 
August 1, 1981, and whose victim was a child under the age of 16. 

 
(c) A person who resides in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, has a secondary 

address, works at or attends an institution of higher learning in the Commonwealth 
and has been convicted in any other state, in a federal or military court or in any 
foreign jurisdiction of any crime the essential elements of which are substantially 
the same as any of the crimes specified in above at (a), and which requires 
registration as a sexual offender in such other state or in the federal or military 
system, and who resides or works in this Commonwealth on and after August 1, 
1981, and whose victim was a child under the age of 16. 

 
(b) Prohibition.  It shall be unlawful for a child sex offender to be present in any child safety 

zone. 
 
(c) Exceptions.  The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to: 

 
(i) Any person whose name has been removed from the Massachusetts Sex Offender 

Registry or from the registry of any other state or in the federal or military system by 
act of a court or by expiration of the term such person is required to remain on such 
registry or reclassified as a level 1 in Massachusetts or lowest offender category in 
another jurisdiction. 
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(ii) The facility in a child safety zone also supports a church, synagogue, mosque, temple 

or other house of religious worship, subject to all of the following conditions: 
 

(a) The child sex offender’s entrance and presence upon the property occurs only 
during hours of worship or other religious program/service as posted to the public; 
and 

 
(b) The child sex offender shall not participate in any religious education programs that 

include individuals under the age of 18. 
 

(iii) The property also supports a use lawfully attended by a child sex offender’s natural 
or adopted child(ren), which child’s use reasonably requires the attendance of the child 
sex offender as the child’s parent upon the property, subject to the following condition: 

 
(a) The child sex offender’s entrance and presence upon the property occurs only 

during hours of activity related to the use as posted to the public. 
 

(iv) The property also supports a polling location in a local, state or federal election, 
subject to all of the following conditions: 

 
(a) The child sex offender is eligible to vote; 
 
(b) The property is the designated polling place for the child sex offender; and 

 
(c) The child sex offender enters the polling place property, proceeds to cast a ballot 

with whatever usual and customary assistance is to any member of the electorate, 
and vacates the property immediately after voting. 

 
(v) The property also supports a school lawfully attended by a child sex offender as a 

student under which circumstances the child sex offender may enter upon the property 
supporting the school at which time the child sex offender is enrolled, for such 
purposes and at such times as are reasonably required for the educational purposes of 
the school. 

 
(vi) The property also supports a court, government office or room for public 

governmental meetings, subject to all of the following conditions: 
 

(a) The child sex offender is on the property only to transact business at the 
government office or place of business, excluding a library, or attend an official 
meeting of a governmental body; and 

 
(b) The child sex offender leaves the property immediately upon completion of the 

business or meeting. 
 
(2) Notice.  The chief of police or his designee shall make reasonable efforts to provide prompt, 

actual written notice of the enactment of this section (which notice shall contain a copy of the 
ordinance) to all persons who are listed on the sex offender registry as of the effective date of 
this section and who were given a level 2 or level 3 designation, as well as those persons who 
are added to the sex offender registry at such levels thereafter, which persons’ addresses (as 
shown on the sex offender registry) are within the City of New Bedford.  Such notice 
requirement may be satisfied by the mailing of such notice by registered or certified mail, 
return receipt requested to the last known address of such person as listed on the Sex 
Offender Registry or as otherwise known to the chief of police.  The failure of any person to 
receive such actual written notice shall not be a defense to a violation of this section. 

 
(3) Enforcement procedures.   
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(a) Upon reasonable belief of a police officer that a child sex offender is present in a 

child safety zone in violation of this section, the officer shall obtain from the 
suspected child sex offender his/her name, address, and telephone number.  
Should the police officer thereafter establish that the individual is a child sex 
offender as defined in this ordinance, then the officer shall issue a written citation 
that such individual is in violation of this section and also require that the individual 
leave the child safety zone.  An individual who refuses to leave or is later found to 
be in the same child safety zone, shall be subject to the penalties set forth at 
section 17-27. 

 
(b) A map depicting and a written list describing the child safety zones shall be created 

and maintained by the Planning Department of the City, which shall be reviewed 
annually for changes.  Said map and list as well as a copy of this ordinance shall be 
available to the public at the offices of the New Bedford Police Department and New 
Bedford City Clerk and at all public buildings and will also be posted on the City of 
New Bedford’s official website.  In the event that the list, map or the words of this 
ordinance shall conflict then the words of this ordinance shall control.  

 
Sec. 17-27.  Penalties and Remedies. 
 
A. Any violation of this ordinance may be subject to criminal penalties and prosecuted in a 

court of competent jurisdiction and shall result in a criminal fine of up to  $150.00 for a first 
violation.  Refusal to leave a child safety zone or being later found in the same child safety 
zone shall result in a criminal fine of up to $300.00.  A second violation of this ordinance 
shall be subject to a criminal fine of up to $300.00.  A child sex offender commits a 
separate offense for each and every violation of this section.  Except for persons who are 
not yet seventeen (17) years of age when they commit any such offense, violation of this 
ordinance may further constitute a violation of Massachusetts General Laws chapter 272, 
section 59, for which the violator is also subject to immediate arrest without warrant.  The 
issuance of a citation shall not preclude the City from seeking or obtaining any or all other 
legal and equitable remedies to prevent or remove a violation of this section, to include 
written notification to the parole and/or probation officer and the Commonwealth’s Sex 
Offender Registry Board that the child sex offender has violated a municipal ordinance. 

 
B. As an alternative, any violation shall result in a non-criminal fine of $150.00 for a first 

violation.  Refusal to leave a child safety zone or being later found in the same child safety 
zone shall result in a non-criminal fine of $300.00.  A second violation of this ordinance 
shall be subject to a non-criminal fine of $300.00.  A child sex offender commits a separate 
offense for each and every violation of this section.  Except for persons who are not yet 
seventeen (17) years of age when they commit any such offense, any violation of this 
ordinance may further constitute a violation of Massachusetts General Laws chapter 272, 
section 59, for which the violator is also subject to immediate arrest without warrant.  The 
issuance of a citation shall not preclude the City from seeking or obtaining any or all other 
legal and equitable remedies to prevent or remove a violation of this section, to include 
written notification to the parole and/or probation officer and the Commonwealth’s Sex 
Offender Registry Board that the child sex offender has violated a municipal ordinance. 

 
C. Injunction.  If a child sex offender is present upon or within a safety zone in violation of 

Section 17-26 above, the City Solicitor may bring an action in the name of the City to 
permanently enjoin any such violation as a public nuisance. 

 
Section 3. If any section, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this ordinance or sec. 17-26 is for 
any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion 
shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision, and such holding shall not affect 
the validity of the remainder of such ordinance. (Ord. of 04/01/08 § 2.) 
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Chapter 18 

PARKS AND RECREATION 
   
Sec. 18-1. Board of park commissioners-Establishment.  
 

There shall be a board of park commissioners consisting of five (5) persons.   
(Code 1963, § 3-1501)  
State Law Reference-Authorized, M.G.L.A. c. 45, § 2.   
 
Sec. 18-2. Same-Term.  
 

Annually, before the first Monday in May, the mayor shall appoint, subject to confirmation by 
the city council, one such commissioner for a term of five (5) years from said first Monday of May.   
(Code 1963, § 3-1502)  

Annotation-See Strachan v. Mayor of Everett, 326 Mass. 659 (1950).  
State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 45, § 2.   

 
Sec. 18-3. Same-Powers generally.  
 

Such board may lay out and improve public parks and playgrounds, make rules for their use 
and government, appoint all necessary personnel, including a police force to act in such parks, 
defined their powers and duties and do all acts needful for the proper execution of their powers 
and duties.   
(Code 1963, § 3-1503)  

Annotation-See Commonwealth v. Gilfedder, 73 N.E. 2d 241.  
State Law Reference-Powers and duties, M.G.L.A. c. 45, § 5.   

 
Sec. 18-4. Same-Custody of bathhouses.  
 

The board of park commissioners shall have the care, custody and control of all bathhouses 
operated by the city and of all property used in connection therewith.   
(Code 1963, § 3-1505)   
 
Sec. 18-5. Same-Custody of rifle range, etc.  
 

The care, custody and control of the rifle range and all property used in connection therewith, 
together with all other city-owned property used for military or naval purposes, is and shall be 
vested in the board of park commissioners.   
(Code 1963, § 3-1504)   
 
Sec. 18-6. Commission on recreation-Created; number, qualifications, appointment, 
compensation and term of members; officers.  
 

There is hereby created a commission on recreation to be comprised of nine (9) members, to 
serve without pay, appointed by the mayor and confirmed by the city council. Of the nine (9) 
members originally appointed hereunder, three (3) shall serve for terms ending December 31, 
1963; three (3) for terms ending December 31,1964; and three (3) for terms ending December 
31, 1965; and thereafter as the terms of the original appointees expire, their successors shall be 
appointed for three (3) years terms. All of the members of the commission shall be residents of 
the city. The commission shall elect one of its members to act as chairperson for the commission 
for the period of one year commencing January first of each year.   
( Code 1963, § 3-2501; Ord. of 2-25-65; Ord. of 2-8-68)   
 
Sec. 18-7. Same-Duties.  
 

The commission shall provide, conduct, institute and supervise any form of recreation or 
cultural activity it deems advisable to insure the proper, constructive and wholesome enjoyment 
of the leisure time of the citizens of the city in all age groups. It may have care, custody and 
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control and management of such public playgrounds, playfields, indoor recreation centers and 
other recreational areas and facilities as may be turned over to it by proper public authorities for 
such period and on such terms and conditions as the particular public authority may determine. 
The commission shall manage, direct, equip and care for such properties placed under its 
supervision and accepted by it in compliance with its purposes.   
(Code 1963, § 3-2502)   
 
Sec. 18-8. Same-Annual report.  
 

The commission shall make an annual report to the mayor and the city council and such 
other reports as the mayor and city council may from time to time request.   
(Code 1963, § 3-2504)   
 
Sec. 18-9.  Clerk.   
 
The Director of Community Services or his or her designee shall serve as the Clerk of the Board of 
Park Commissioners and Recreation Commission and shall keep such records as the Commission 
may prescribe.(Code 1963, § 3-2503; Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1; Ord. of 07-19-07, § 1)   
 
Sec. 18-10. Deleted. 
(Ord. of 1-13-94, § 1; Ord. of 9-15-03, § 1)   
 
Sec. 18-11. Controlled substances in parks and recreation areas; violators banned.   
 

(a) No person shall bring controlled substances in a public park or recreation area. Any person 
convicted of a violation of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 94C (Controlled Substances Act) 
while in a public park or recreation area shall be banned from all parks and recreation areas for a 
period of one year from the date of such conviction.   
 

(b) The city police department and park police shall enforce the provisions of this section and 
shall have the authority to order any person acting in violation of this section to leave the park or 
recreation area.   
(Ord. of 11-13-97, § 1)  

Cross Reference-Penalty, § 17-18. 
   

Chapter 19 
 

PERSONNEL* 
   

Art. I. In General, § § 19-1-19-19   
Art. II. Residence Requirement, § § 19-20-19-29   
Art. III. Leaves of Absence, § § 19-30-19-69  
           Div. 1. Generally, § § 19-30-19-39  
           Div. 2. Sick Leave, § § 19-40-19-49  
           Div. 3. Vacation Leave, § § 19-50-19-69   
Art. IV. Retirement, § § 19-70-19-79   
Art. V. Public Safety, § § 19-80-19-139  
           Div. 1. Generally, § § 19-80-19-89  
           Div. 2. Police Department, § § 19-90-19-119  
           Div. 3. Fire Department, § § 19-120-19-134  
           Div. 4. Emergency Medical Services, § § 19-135-19-139   
   
 

                                                 
* Cross reference – City clerk, § 2-90 et seq.; city treasurer and collector of taxes, § 2-100 et 
seq.; officers generally, § 2-110 et seq. 
   State law reference – Civil service, M.G.L.A. c. 31, § 1 et seq. 
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ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 

 
Sec. 19-1. Department of personnel-Established; composition.  
 

There is hereby established a department of personnel to consist of a director and such clerical 
assistance as may be required. (Code 1963, § 3-2601; Ord. of 10-24-74, § 1; Ord. of 8-20-87, § 
1 (a))  

State Law Reference-Personnel relations review board, M.G.L.A. c. 40, § 21B.   
 
Sec. 19-2. Same-Appointment, term, qualifications, etc. of director, assistants and 
employees.  
 

The director of personnel shall be a resident of the city appointed by the mayor for a specific 
term of years not to exceed five (5) years with the approval of the city council. The director shall 
supervise and control the department and shall appoint such other employees on such terms as 
the mayor and the city council deem expedient and necessary. Each member of the department, 
including the director, shall devote a full business day to the duties of the department. The mayor 
shall fix the compensation of the director and other employees, subject to the approval of the city 
council. (Code 1963, § 3-2602; Ord. of 10-24-74, § 1; Ord. of 8-20-87, § 1 (b))   
 
Sec. 19-3. Same-Duties of director.  
 

The director of personnel shall:   
 

(1) Establish uniform personnel policies consistent with the provisions of laws.  
 

(2) Conduct investigations and studies on all matters as they may relate to personnel 
practices and policies.   

 
(3) Make reports and recommendations to the mayor and city council concerning personnel 

policies to promote economy and efficiency.   
 

(4) Establish a uniform classification and evaluation program for municipal positions.   
 

(5) Develop health and safety programs for employees.   
 

(6) Advise department heads, municipal officials and employees on all aspects of the 
personnel program.   

 
(7) Participate with labor counsel in negotiations with duly certified bargaining agents and 

units of municipal employees.   
 

(8) Hear grievances submitted to the mayor under collective bargaining agreements and 
make recommendations for their disposition.   

 
(9) Make personnel rules with the approval of the city council and the mayor for the 

administration of the personnel program.   
 

(10) Act as the delegated personnel director under the rules and regulations of the 
Massachusetts Department of Personnel Administration.   

 
(11) Carry out such duties as the mayor and city council may direct. (Code 1963, § 3-2603; 

Ord. of 10-24-74, § 1; Ord. of 8-20-87, § 1 (c))   
 
Sec. 19-4. Same-Responsibility of mayor and city council.  
 
The city's personnel program shall recognize:   
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(1) The responsibility of the mayor as executive officer for enforcing the laws of the 

Commonwealth and city, passing upon the ordinances of the city  (council, and insuring 
the proper performance of all) departments as provided by the city charter and 
ordinances; and   

 
(2) The responsibility of the city council for the enactment of ordinances, the appropriation of 

money and final determination of employee compensation as provided by the city charter 
and ordinances. (Code 1963, § 3-2605; Ord. of 10-24-74, § 1; Ord. of 8-20-87, § 1 (d))   

 
Sec. 19-5. Same-Relationship with other city departments.  
 

All city departments shall make available such information as may be necessary to the proper 
function of the department of personnel.   
(Code 1963, § 3-2604; Ord. of 10-24-74, § 1; Ord. of 8-20-87, § 1  
(e))   
 
Sec. 19-6. Physical examination of prospective employees.  
 

Every prospective city employee may be examined by a physician at no cost prior to 
appointment, to determine the physical fitness of the applicant for the position desired, and said 
physician shall certify in writing the findings from such examination.   
( Code 1963, § 5-110A; Ord. of 1-13-66)  

State Law Reference-City may prescribe physical requirements and examination, M.G.L.A. c. 
31, § 21.   
 
Sec. 19-7. Establishment of Unit C Classification and Salary Plan; procedures for step 
advancement. 
   

(a) There is hereby adopted a Unit C Classification and Salary Plan, effective July 1, 1994, 
amending all prior rates of compensation under this Salary Plan by establishing the minimum and 
maximum salaries to be paid to employees in positions so classified in the Unit C Classification 
Plan as follows:   
 

(b) Salary Schedule:  
 

 
Unit C Schedule effective as of 10/16/06:  Annual 
 
GRADE                                                      STEPS 
 

    5 6 7 8 

M-A    28,884 30,855 33,589 36,322 

M-B    30,592 32,722 35,623 38,522 

M-C    32,932 35,238 38,360 41,482 

 
 
 
UNIT C SCHEDULE EFFECTIVE AS OF 7/1/95: ANNUAL  
 
GRADE                                                      STEPS 
 

 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

M-1 21,912 23,854 25,795 27,737 29,679 31,621 33,834 
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M-2 22,747 24,762 26,778 28,793 30,808 32,824 35,121 

M-3 23,877 25,993 28,108 30,224 32,340 34,455 36,868 

M-4 24,544 26,718 28,894 31,068 33,244 35,418 37,897 

M-5 25,322 27,567 29,810 32,054 34,298 36,541 39,099 

M-6 26,231 28,555 30,880 33,204 35,528 37,852 40,502 

M-7 27,269 29,685 32,101 34,517 36,934 39,350 42,105 

M-8 28,473 30,997 33,519 36,043 38,565 41,088 43,965 

M-9 29,845 32,490 35,134 37,778 40,423   43,068 46,082 

M-10 31,420 34,205 36,989 39,773 42,557 45,341 48,515 

M-11 33,052 35,980 38,908 41,838 44,766 47,694 51,033 

M-12 35,332 38,462 41,593 44,723 47,854 50,984 54,553 

M-13 37,741 41,085 44,429 47,774 51,117 54,461 58,274 

M-14 40,503 44,091 47,680 51,268 54,857 58,447 62,538 

M-15 43,690 47,562 51,433 55,304 59,176 63,046 67,459 

PART-TIME POSITIONS 

MPT-13 37,741 41,085 44,429 47,774 51,117 54,461 58,274 

MPT-10 24,926 26,172 27,481 28,855 30,298 31,813 34,040 

MPT-9 14,922 16,245 17,567 18,889 20,212 21,534 23,042 

MPT-2 11,373 12,381 13,389 14,396 15,404 16,412 17,560 

 
Unit C Schedule effective as of 7/1/94: Annual  
 
Grade    Steps     
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
M-1 19,020 20,869 22,718 24,567 26,416 28,266 30,115 32,223 
M-2 19,744 21,664 23,583 25,502 27,422 29,341 31,261 33,449 
M-3 20,725 22,740 24,755 26,770 28,785 30,800 32,815 35,112 
M-4 21,305 23,375 25,447 27,518 29,589 31,661 33,731 36,092 
M-5 21,980 24,116 26,254 28,391 30,528 32,664 34,801 37,237 
M-6 22,768 24,982 27,195 29,409 31,623 33,836 36,050 38,573 
M-7 23,669 25,971 28,271 30,573 32,873 35,175 37,477 40,100 
M-8 24,715 27,117 29,521 31,923 34,327 36,729 39,131 41,871 
M-9 25,906 28,424 30,942 33,461 35,979 38,498 41,017 43,888 
M-10 27,273 29,924 32,576 35,228 37,879 40,530 43,182 46,205 
M-11 28,688 31,478 34,267 37,056 39,845 42,634 45,423 48,603 
M-12 30,667 33,649 36,630 39,612 42,593 45,575 48,556 51,955 
M-13 32,759 35,944 39,128 42,313 45,499 48,683 51,868 55,499 
M-14 35,156 38,574 41,992 45,409 48,827 52,245 55,664 59,560 
M-15 37,923 41,609 45,297 48,984 52,670 56,358 60,044 64,247 
M-16     76,513 81,869 87,600 93,732 
M-17     81,869 87,600 93,732 100,293 
Part-Time Positions 
MPT 13 32,755 35,944 39,128 42,313 45,499 48,683 51,868 55,499 
MPT 12     45,968 49,405 52,405 56,074 
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MPT-10 22,609 23,739 24,926 26,172 27,481 28,855 30,298 32,419 
MPT-9 12,953 14,212 15,472 16,731 17,990 19,250 20,509 21,945 
MPT-2 9,872 10,832 11,792 12,751 13,711 14,671 15,630 16,724 
 
 
 
 
 (c) The following positions are classified by assigning each of them to a pay grade and salary 
step in the Unit C Classification Plan: 
 
 
 
 
 

Title                                                
Administrative Officer                                                                        
Administrative Asst. to the Board of Assessors       
Administrative Asst.-DPW                         
Administrative Specialist-DPW                         
Airport Manager                                       
Assistant Airport Manager                          
Assistant City Auditor                                  
Assistant City Clerk                               
Assistant City Planner                                  
Assistant Clerk of Committees                         
Assistant Collector of Taxes                          
Assistant Council Clerk                              
Assistant Director Council on Aging                    
Assistant Director of Health                          
Assistant Director of Recreation                     
Assistant Management Information Systems Director       
Assistant Procurement Officer and Buyer           
Assistant Project Manager  
Assistant Public Facilities Manager                
Assistant Public Information Officer 
Assistant Supt. of Cemeteries                      
Assistant Supt. of Fire Alarms                        
Assistant Supt. of Highways                        
Assistant Supt./IPP Coordinator                    
Assistant Supt. of Parks                             
Assistant Supt. of Water-Construction             
Assistant Supt. of Water Supply and Distribution       
Assistant to Reference Librarian                   
Assistant Treasurer                              
Associate Engineer                                
Associate Solicitor                                  
Audit Assistant                                     
Benefits Administrator                             
Branch Head                                      
Chief Financial Officer                                 
Chief Sanitarian                                      
City Auditor                                       
City Clerk                                           
City Council Secretary                                
City Engineer                                       
City Garage Foreman                                 
City Planner                                       

Grade 
M-11 
M-14  
M-5 
M-1 
M-13 
M-9 
M-7 
M-4 
M-9 
M-4 
M-7 
M-4 
M-6 
M-11 
M-8 
M-9 
M-5 
M-A 
M-11 
M-A 
M-9 
M-5 
M-8 
M-10 
M-8 
M-9 
M-10 
M-6 
M-7 
M-6 
M-10 
M-1 
M-5 
M-8 
M-17 
M-8 
M-14 
M-10 
M-2 
M-14 
M-7 
M-12 
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City Treasurer and Collector of Taxes/Chief Financial Officer    
Clerk of the Works                                  
Commissioner of Inspectional Services            
Commissioner of Public Facilities                 
Commissioner of Public Infrastructure            
Communicable Disease Coordinator                  
Compliance Officer                                 
Conservation Agent                             
Counsel I 
Counsel II 
Curator                                              
Data Lister                                     
Deputy Inspector of Buildings                      
Deputy Sealer of Weights and Measures         
Deputy Shellfish Warden                           
Director of Audits                                
Director of Community Services 
Director of Council on Aging                      
Director of Cultural Development                   
Director of Drug-Free Partnership                    
Director of Emergency Management                   
Director of Emergency Medical Services          
Director of Environmental Stewardship            
Director of EEO/ADA                             
Director of Health                                 
Director of Human Services                        
Director of Grants and Finance                                    
Director [of] Leash Law                           
Director of Operations                               
Director of Personnel                               
Director of Recreation/Parks                      
Director of Tourism                            
Director of Veterans Services                      
Director of Zoological Services                      
D.P.W. Commissioner                               
Election Commissioner                           
EMS Training Officer                            
Environmental Planner                           
Executive Aide                                    
Field Appraiser/Data Lister                         
Financial Analyst                                 
First Assistant City Solicitor                                          
Garage Foreman-Fire Department               
Garage Supt.                                      
Grants Administrator                                 
Grants Assistant 
Grants Auditor 
Head of Circulation                                  
Head of Interlibrary Loan                         
Head Treatment Plant Operator                    
Head Zookeeper                                      
Human Relations Compliance Officer 
Human Services Coordinator                        
Industrial Pretreatment Engineer                    
Inspector of Buildings                               
Inspector of Wires                                  
Intergovernmental Officer                         

M-15 
M-5 
M-14 
M-14 
M-14 
M-8 
M-5 
M-9 
M-7 
M-9 
M-8 
M-1 
M-7 
M-1 
M-4 
M-14 
M-11 
M-9 
M-7 
MPT-10 
M-9 
M-10 
M-11 
M-8 
M-13 
M-12 
M-10 
M-9 
M-9 
M-12 
M-12 
M-7 
M-9 
M-11 
M-14 
M-7 
M-7 
M-10 
M-11 
M-11 
M-4 
M-12 
M-4 
M-9 
M-7 
M-A 
M-C 
M-8 
M-8 
M-7 
M-8 
M-5 
M-6 
M-6 
M-10 
M-6 
M-11 
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Librarian I                                           
Librarian III                                       
Library Director                                      
Library Supervisor of Custodians                  
Maintenance Supervisor Wastewater Treatment Plant       
Management Information Systems Analyst          
Management Information Systems Director          
Marketing Director                                  
Neighborhood Liaison 
Nursing Supervisor                                  
Office Manager                                      
Part Time Associate Solicitor 
Pre-Professional Librarian                             
Principal EMT                                       
Principal Planner                                  
Procurement and Compliance Attorney 
Public Information Officer                         
Purchasing Agent                                  
Recreation Supervisor                                 
Risk Investigator                                  
Risk Manager                                       
Sealer of Weights and Measures                   
Senior Planner                                     
Senior Program Manager 
Shellfish Warden                                 
Superintendent of Cemeteries                        
Superintendent of D.P.W.                          
Superintendent of Facilities Construction and Maintenance   
Superintendent Highways and Forestry              
Superintendent of Park Maintenance                  
Superintendent of Parks and Public Places        
Superintendent of Solid Waste                       
Superintendent of Wastewater Treatment Plant       
Superintendent of Water                           
Supervising Civil Engineer                       
Supervising Sanitary Engineer                      
Traffic Commission-Executive Secretary         
Transportation Planner                           
Treasurer                                         
Veterans' Agent                                    
Water Registrar                                    
Zoo Curator of Education                      
 
Title-Part-Time  
Assistant City Solicitor                            
City Solicitor                                      
Clerk of Committees                             
Legislative Counsel                                 
Nurse Practitioner                                 
Staff Veterinarian                                 
Workers Compensation Agent                       
 

M-6 
M-9 
M-12 
M-4 
M-9 
M-7 
M-13 
M-7 
M-B 
M-8 
M-4 
MPT-9 
M-5 
M-8 
M-6 
M-1 
M-9 
M-10 
M-6 
M-5 
M-9 
M-5 
M-4 
M-1 
M-7 
M-10 
M-11 
M-11 
M-9 
M-8 
M-11 
M-8 
M-12 
M-13 
M-9 
M-4 
M-6 
M-12 
M-13 
M-7 
M-6 
M-4 
 
 
MPT-9 
MPT-13 
MPT-2 
MPT-12 
MPT-7 
MPT-9 
MPT-9 
 
 

  

 (d) The following adjustments to the steps shall be made effective July 1 of each of the fiscal 
years listed below.  
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F/Y Steps Adjustments 

95/96 1-7 Steps 1 through 8 become 2 through 8 

96/97 1-6 Steps 2 through 8 become 3 through 8 

97/98 1-5 Steps 3 through 8 become 4 through 8 

98/99 1-4 Steps 4 through 8 become 5 through 8 

 
 
(e) The position of corporation counsel established by Chapter 2, Article IV, section 2-82 of the 
Code of Ordinances shall be compensated at an annual salary of eighty-four thousand dollars 
($84,000.00) effective July l, 1994. 
   
(f) The annual rates of compensation established in section 19-7(a) and (e) above shall be 
amended by multiplying the percentage rate of increase for municipal employees represented by 
Local 851, American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) made from 
time to time to each grade and step of the Classification and Salary Plan effective on the date of 
adjustment made for municipal employees.   
(Code 1963, § 5-104; Ord. of 4-27-89, § l; Ord. of 7-19-90, § 1; Ord. of 11-8-90, § 1; Ord. of 
11-20-90, § 1; Ord. of 1-10-91, § 1; Ord. of 7-18-91, § § l, 2; Ord. of 2-13-92, § § 1, 2; Ord. of 
9-10-92, § § 1, 2; Ord. of 12-17-92, § § 1-5; Ord. of 12-17-92, § 1; Ord. of 4-7-93, § § 1, 2; 
Ord. of 4-22-93, § l; Ord. of 4-22-93, § § 1, 2; Ord. of 4-22-93, § 1; Ord. of 7-15-93, § § 1-3; 
Ord. of 8-19-93, § § l, 2; Ord. of 10-14-93, § 3; Ord. of 2-24-94, § 1; Ord. of 3-24-94, § 1; Ord. 
of 6-9-94, § 2; Ord. of 6-9-94, § l; Ord. of 7-21-94, § 1, Ord. of 12-15-94, § 1; Ord. of 6-8-95, § 
1; Ord. of 9-14-95, § 1; Ord. of 6-13-96, § 1; Ord. of 8-29-96, § 1; Ord. of 10-10-96, § 1; Ord. 
of 10-10-96, § 1; Ord. of 10-1-96, § 1; Ord. of 12-19-96, § § 1, 2; Ord. of 9-10-98, § 1; Ord. of 
5-27-99, § 1; Ord. of 1-24-00, § l; Ord. of 8-17-00, § 1; Ord. of 8-17-00, § 1; Ord. of 9-14-00, § 
1; Ord. of 11-21-00, § 1; Ord. of 12-19-00, § 1; Ord. of 1-11-01, § 1; Ord. of 2-8-01, § 1; Ord. 
of 6-14-01, § 1; Ord. of 8-16-02, § 1; Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1; Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1; Ord. of 7-21-
03, § 1; Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1, Ord. of 6-29-04, § 1; Ord. of  10-16-06, § 1;Ord. of 12-28-06, § 1; 
Ord. of 01-31-07, § 1; Ord. of 6-14-07, § 1; Ord. of 7-29-07, § 2; Ord. of 10-11-07, § 1.) 
 
Sec. 19-7.1. Compensation of employees as fixed.  
  

(a) Employees of the city, except those whose salaries and wages are set by the school 
committee, shall receive compensation conformable to and in agreement with the terms of duly 
enacted ordinances or with the provisions established by adopted schedule of the city council.   
 

(b) On original appointment, an employee appointed to a position in the Unit C Classification 
Plan shall be paid at the minimum rate (Step 1) for the pay grade to which the appointment is 
made. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 19-7.1 (c), advancement from the minimum to 
maximum rate within a pay grade shall be by step rate increase upon completion of a satisfactory 
evaluation of the employee's performance which shall be conducted at least annually prior to the 
completion of each year of creditable service; and provided further, that step advancement prior 
to completion of one year of service shall be subject to available appropriations. Creditable 
service shall be based on a period of fifty-two (52) weeks of actual service.   
 

(c) The mayor may authorize payment of initial compensation above the minimum   
(but not exceeding the maximum of the salary grade for such position) with the approval of the 
city council. No employee shall advance more than one step on the salary schedule upon 
completion of a creditable year of service pursuant to subsection (b), unless the city council 
authorizes the mayor to advance an employee to a higher step.  
 

(d) Employees who have been assigned to a salary step pursuant to section 19-7 (b) of this 
chapter, shall advance to the next higher step effective July 1, 1989, and thereafter, their 
anniversary date of step advancement shall be July first of each year until the maximum rate is 
reached.   
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(e) Effective January 1, 1992, employees on the Unit C Classification Plan shall be 
compensated for longevity service credit in the following amounts:  

 
Ten (10) through fourteen (14) years of service...........................……. $450.00  
 
Fifteen  (15) through nineteen  (19) years of service ...................…...….550.00  
 
Twenty  (20) through twenty-four (24) years of service ..............….......650.00  
 
Twenty-five (25) through twenty-nine (29) years of service.................. 750.00  
 
Thirty  (30) or more years of service ....................………….........>>...... 850.00  

 
Payment for longevity service credit shall be made on the second regular payday of December of 
each calendar year.   
(Ord. of 4-27-89, § 2; Ord. of 1-10-91, § 1; Ord. of 4-22-93, § 1; Ord. of 8-19-93, § 1)  

Editor's Note-By  § 3 of an ordinance adopted July 18, 1991, the city suspended the 
provisions of subsection (b), relating to step advancement from the minimum to the maximum 
rate within a pay grade, for fiscal year 1992.   
 
Sec. 19-8. Overtime-Advance request.  
 

No overtime work which can be anticipated or foreseen shall be authorized by any department 
head or supervisory employee without the written approval or endorsement of the mayor or in the 
mayor's absence by the acting mayor if legally and presently performing the functions of mayor. 
Advance requests for authorization shall be in writing and when approved or endorsed by the 
mayor or the mayor's alternate, the approved request shall be transmitted to the office of the city 
auditor as authority for the allowance of payment.   
(Code 1963, § 5-105)  

State Law References-Authority to prescribe work hours, M.G.L.A. c. 40, § 21A; five-day, 
forty-hour week, maximum, M.G.L.A. c. 149, § 33A, which section was accepted by the city in 
1949.   
 
Sec. 19-9. Same-Emergencies.  
 

In emergency situations which cannot be anticipated or foreseen, e.g., abnormal snow 
accumulation, icy streets, broken hydrants or water mains, breakdown in essential equipment or 
in instances wherein delay would result in detriment to the public health and welfare of the 
citizens, overtime and/or extra work may be immediately authorized by the head of any 
department, office or agency, or if the department head is not available, by the ranking assistant, 
provided, however, a record in writing furnishing full particulars of such authorization and its 
necessity is made to the office of the mayor within twelve (12) hours immediately following the 
occurrence of said emergency.  

 
Payment for overtime or extra work within the perview of this section shall be allowed by the 

city auditor only when the report herein provided for is transmitted to the office of the city auditor 
bearing approval or endorsement by the mayor or the mayor's alternate.   
(Code 1963, § 5-106)   
 
Sec. 19-10. Travel reimbursement.  
 

All officers and employees, excluding employees represented by a collective bargaining agent 
under M.G.L.A. Chapter 150E or officers and employees of the city school department, who are 
authorized to use a private automobile on official business shall be reimbursed for the mileage 
actually used on official business. The city shall pay the amount established from time to time 
under the Internal Revenue Code for mileage deductions for income tax purposes. Employees will 
be reimbursed for actual expenses for tolls and parking costs upon presentation of a written 
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receipt, or, if none is available, upon a verified claim or statement signed by the officer or 
employee on forms approved by the city auditor.   
(Ord. of 4-11-96, § 1)  
 
Secs. 19-11-19-19. Reserved.   
 

ARTICLE II. RESIDENCE REQUIREMENT 
 
Sec. 19-20. Definitions.  
 

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the respective meanings ascribed to 
them:  

 
Employee: Any person:   

 
(1) Receiving monies from the city, subject to withholding taxes by the commonwealth or 

federal government.   
 

(2) Employed on a full- or part-time basis;   
 

(3) Appointed, reappointed, elected, selected or chosen to serve on all authorities, advisory 
boards, boards, commissions or committees, whether compensated or not for such service; or   

 
(4) In any program funded by the commonwealth or any of its political subdivisions or 

authorities or the federal government or any of its agencies.  
 
Residence: The actual principal residence of the individual where such individual normally eats 

and sleeps and maintains such individual's normal personal and household effects. This article 
shall be deemed to effect both civil service and non-civil service employees of the city.   
(Code 1963, § § 5-301 (d), 5-306; Ord. of 9-8-77, § 1)  
 
Sec. 19-21. Scope of requirement initially.  
  

(a) Every person first employed by the city on or after September 8, 1977, shall be a resident 
of the city.   
 

(b) Every person first employed by the city on or after September 8, 1977, shall not cease to 
be a resident of the city during such person's employment with the city.   
 

(c) Every person reappointed, re-elected or reselected to serve on any authority, advisory 
board, board, commission or committees on or after September 8, 1977, shall be a resident of 
the city and shall not cease to be a resident of the city during the term for which said person was 
reappointed, re-elected or reselected.   
(Code 1963, § 5-301 (a)-(c); Ord. of 9-8-77, § 1)   
 
Sec. 19-22. Maintenance of list of subject personnel.  
 

The director of labor relations and personnel shall prepare and maintain a list of all persons 
subject to this article.   
(Code 1963, § 5-304; Ord. of 9-8-77, § 1)   
 
Sec. 19-23. Prerequisite to promotion.  
 

All persons defined as employees in section 19-20, first employed on or after September 8, 
1977, shall be residents of the city prior to promotion or appointment to a higher classification.   
(Code 1963, § 5-302; Ord. of 9-8-77, § 1)   
 
Sec. 19-24. Certification to appointing authorities ahead of nonresidents.  
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To the extent permitted by Chapter 31 of Massachusetts General Laws, the names of residents 
of the city will be requested by all appointing authorities to be certified ahead of persons who do 
not so reside in making appointments from eligible lists established by the division of personnel 
administration for the commonwealth.   
(Code 1963, § 5-303; Ord. of 9-8-77, § 1)   
 
Sec. 19-25. Waiver authorized.  
 

In the event that the mayor and the city council determine it to be in the best interest of the 
public to do so, the provisions hereof may be waived with respect to a particular person or 
position, by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the city council, and such waiver shall not act to defeat the 
application of this article to every other person or position.   
(Code 1963, § 5-307; Ord. of 9-8-77, § 1; Ord. of 3-26-91, § 1)   
 
Sec. 19-26. Filing certificate annually; dismissal of nonresidents.  
 

Annually, on July first, every person subject to this article shall file with each such person's 
department head or like officer, a certificate signed under the pains and penalties of perjury, 
stating such person's name and place of residence as defined herein. Upon receipt of a certificate 
indicating a place of residence not within the city, or if no such certificate is filed, the  
department head or like officer shall forthwith notify the director of labor relations and personnel 
of employees who are not residents and who were employed on or after September 8, 1977. The 
names of the employees who were so employed and have ceased to be residents of the city shall 
be stricken from the payroll and those persons shall cease to be employed by the city. The 
department head or like officer shall give notice of such action to the director of labor relations 
and personnel, the city treasurer, and the city auditor. The director of labor relations and 
personnel shall transmit the same to the mayor and the city council. No person so stricken from a 
payroll shall be re-employed by the city for a period of one year following the cessation of such 
person's employment.   
(Code 1963, § 5-305; Ord. of 9-8-77, § 1)   
 
Sec. 19-27. Validity.  
 

In the event that this article shall be deemed to be in conflict with a provision of any general or 
special law, the provision of that general or special law shall govern and shall not defeat the 
application of this article with respect to any position not governed by the law. Any action of a 
court of competent jurisdiction declaring this article invalid with respect to any position or person 
shall not be held to apply to any other person or position.   
(Code 1963, § 5-308; Ord. of 9-8-77, § 1)  
 
Secs. 19-28, 19-29. Reserved.   
 

ARTICLE III. LEAVES OF ABSENCE 
 

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 
 
Sec. 19-30. Definitions.  
 

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the respective meanings ascribed to 
them:  
 

Department: Office, department, division, board or commission.  
 
Service: Service in any department of the city. All references to service contained in section 

19-50 shall be construed to include that amount of service which an employee of the city may 
have accumulated as an employee of the commonwealth.  
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Week: The number of days, excluding holidays, in the regular work week of an employee.   

(Code 1963, § § 5-209, 5-220; Ord. of 6-25-70)   
 
Sec. 19-31. Legal holidays for certain employees.  
 

Legal holidays in the city shall be those enumerated in Chapter 4, section 7, Massachusetts 
General Laws.  
 

Holidays compensation for hourly employees shall be provided in their collective bargaining 
agreements.   
(Code 1963, § 5-110; Ord. of 9-9-65)  

State Law Reference Observance of Sundays and holidays, M.G.L.A. c. 136, § 1 et seq.   
 
Sec. 19-32. Payrolls to show absences; basis for extra pay.  
 

Departments, boards, commissions and agencies shall indicate on their weekly payroll whether 
an employee was actually present for duty, and if not, whether such employee was on vacation or 
sick leave, and in cases of extra work, overtime or holiday pay the payroll shall indicate which of 
these three (3) categories is the basis for extra pay.   
(Code 1963, § 5-224)   
 
Sec. 19-33. Compensatory leave-Authorized.  
 

Any employee in any municipal department or agency may be granted compensatory leave in 
lieu of premium pay for hours worked in excess of the established weekly schedule of hours.   
(Code 1963, § 5-107)   
 
Sec. 19-34. Same-Public convenience determines.  
 

Compensatory leave shall be granted when, in the opinion of the department head, public 
convenience, interest and necessity permits without disruption of the normal and efficient 
operation of the department.   
(Code 1963, § 5-108)  
 
Secs. 19-35-19-39. Reserved.  
 

DIVISION 2. SICK LEAVE 
 
Sec. 19-40. Entitlement, accumulation, etc.  
 

Each permanent employee shall be entitled to sick leave with full pay computed on the basis of 
one and one-fourth (1 1/4 ) days for each month of service, which shall be cumulative for not 
more than one hundred and fifty (150) working days and shall not lapse. Employees shall be 
entitled to their current sick leave as it becomes earned whether or not they have the maximum 
sick leave to their credit. Sick leave shall not be taken in advance. (Code 1963, § 5-207)  

Cross Reference-Charging sick leave against vacation leave, § 19-53.   
 
Sec. 19-41. Physician's certificate required.  
 

Employees shall be required to furnish a certificate each pay period from an attending 
physician for all consecutive days of such leave beyond three (3). days. The right is reserved to 
department heads, boards or commissions to have an independent physician examine any 
employee, at city expense, claiming sick leave, who in their opinion may not be entitled to the 
same, and who may not be incapacitated to perform some official duties. The opinion of the 
independent physician shall be final. (Code 1963, § 5-203)   
 
Sec. 19-42. Not a bonus.  
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Sick leave shall not under any circumstances be allowed to any employee as a bonus at the 

time such employee leaves the employment of the city. (Code 1963, § 5-205)  
 
Sec. 19-43. Pregnancy.  
 

Disabilities caused or contributed to by pregnancy are, for all job related purposes, temporary 
disabilities and should be treated as such under the sick leave provisions of this chapter. Sick 
leave policy shall be applied to disability due to pregnancy or childbirth on the same terms and 
conditions as they are applied to other disabilities, provided that nothing in this chapter shall 
restrict a female employee from requesting a leave of absence without pay. (Code 1963, § 5-202)  

State Law Reference-For relevant provisions, see M.G.L.A. c. 149, § 105D.   
 
Sec. 19-44. Military service.  
 

A permanent employee who becomes a member of the armed forces of the United States shall 
be entitled to all sick leave benefits after having resumed the duties as an employee of the city 
and no sick leave which the employee may have accumulated shall be lost or lapse because of 
military leave. (Code 1963, § 5-206)   
 
Sec. 19-45. Exemptions.  
 

The regulations contained in this division shall not apply to those elected pursuant to the terms 
of the city charter, members of boards or commissions or to employees of any department who 
are employed in temporary or seasonal positions; nor shall they apply to those employees 
appointed outside of civil service by the mayor or city council, in which case the appointing power 
shall determine the length of sick leave. (Code 1963, § 5-207)   
 
Sec. 19-46. Record.  
 

Whenever an employee is absent because of personal illness, the number of days of absence 
with pay shall be charged against such employee's sick leave credit on records kept in each 
department for all employees under its supervision and direction. (Code 1963, § 5-204)  
 
Secs. 19-47-19-49. Reserved. 
 

DIVISION 3. VACATION LEAVE 
 
Sec. 19-50. Computation.  
 

Employees of the city, except emergency employees, shall be credited as of July first with 
vacation leave with pay not to exceed the following:   
 
1) For less than one year's service completed on July first, vacation leave of one day for each 

calendar month, not to exceed ten (10) days. Vacation leave credit will begin at once for 
employees starting work on the first working day of a calendar month, otherwise, on the first 
day of the following calendar month.  

 
2) For each of the next succeeding four (4) years completed from July first, following date of 

employment, vacation of two (2) weeks. If an employee enters the service on the first 
working day of a vacation year, that year shall constitute the first of the above four (4) years.   

 
3) For each of the next succeeding five (5) years completed from July first, following the 

completion of the first four (4) years, vacation of three (3) weeks.   
 
4) Each year after the ninth such year is completed, vacation leave of four (4) weeks.   
 
5) Vacation leave earned in any one year shall not be permitted to accumulate or carry over to a 

succeeding year, except that an employee who is ordered or requested to forego or postpone 
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vacation leave in the public interest and thereby is prevented from taking vacation leave in 
any one year within the period from July first to June thirtieth in any year, may be granted 
compensatory vacation leave during the next year by such employee's appointing officer or 
department head, if said request is made before expiration of vacation period and has 
approval of the mayor and notification of said request filed with the city auditor immediately.   

 
6) Employees of the school department whose employment was based on an academic or school 

year, rather than a calendar year, shall, upon transfer to permanent employment in another 
city department, be given credit for such time as they have worked in the school department 
for purposes of vacation eligibility, as follows:   

 
(a) Completion of twelve (12) months of service shall be considered as 

vacation leave credit and said service shall determine the eligibility for 
vacation benefits normally attendant upon completion of one calendar 
year of service for full-time employees.   

 
(b) Completion of sixty (60) months of service shall be considered as 

vacation leave credit and said service shall determine the eligibility for 
vacation benefits normally attendant upon completion of five  (5) 
calendar years of service for full-time employees.   

 
(c) Completion of one hundred twenty (120) months of service shall be 

considered as vacation leave credit and said service shall determine the 
eligibility for vacation benefits normally attendant upon completion of 
ten  (10) calendar years of service for full-time employees. (Code 1963, 
§ 5-208; Ord. of 9-9-65; Ord. of 9-8-77, § 1)  

Cross Reference-Vacations in police and fire departments, § 19-81.   
 
Sec. 19-51. Exceptions.  
 

The provisions of section 19-50 shall not apply to employees of the school department, except 
as provided in subsection (6) of said section, or to employees of the police and fire departments.   
(Code 1963, § 5-210)  
 
Sec. 19-52. Vacation schedules.  
 

Appointing officers or department heads may grant vacation leave provided in section 19-50 at 
such times in the vacation year as will best serve the public interest. Preference should be given 
employees on the basis of years of employment by the city.  (Code 1963, § 5-211)   
 
Sec. 19-53. Discretionary charges against sick leave.  
 

Absences on account of sickness in excess of that authorized under any rules therefore or for 
personal reasons not provided for under sick leave regulations, may, at the discretion of the 
appointing authority, be charged to vacation leave.  (Code 1963, § 5-212)   
 
Sec. 19-54. Payment in lieu of-Upon death of employee, authorized.  
 

Upon the death of a city employee who is eligible for vacation leave under the provisions of 
this division, payment shall be made in an amount equal to the vacation allowance as earned in 
the vacation year prior to the employee's death but which had not been granted, and, in addition, 
that portion of the vacation allowance earned in the vacation year during which the employee 
died, up to the time of such employee's separation from the payroll; provided that no monetary 
or other allowance has already been made therefore. (Code 1963, § 5-213)   
 
Sec. 19-55. Same-To beneficiaries or estate.  
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The city auditor may, upon request of the appointing officer of the deceased employee, 

authorize the payment of such compensation upon the establishment of a valid claim therefore, in 
the following order of precedence: First, to the surviving beneficiaries, if any, lawfully designated 
by the employee under the contributory retirement system. Second, if there be no such 
designated beneficiary, to the estate of the deceased. (Code 1963, § 5-214)   
 
Sec. 19-56. Same-Upon termination of service without fault.  
 

Employees who are eligible for vacation under these regulations whose service is terminated 
by dismissal through no fault or delinquency of their own, by resignation, or by retirement, or by 
entrance into the armed forces, shall be paid the amount equal to the vacation allowance as 
earned in the vacation year prior to such dismissal, retirement or the entrance into the armed 
forces which had not been granted, and in addition, that portion of the vacation allowance earned 
in the vacation year during which such dismissal, resignation, retirement or entrance into the 
armed forces occurred, up to the time of separation; provided, that no monetary or other 
allowance has already been made therefore.  (Code 1963, § § 5-215, 5-218)  
 
Sec. 19-57. Same-Not for resignation or dismissal for cause.  
 

Employees whose services terminated through dismissal for cause shall not be entitled to 
salary in lieu of any vacation not taken.  (Code 1963, § 5-216)   
 
Sec. 19-58. Reinstated employees.  
 

Employees who are reinstated, who are re-employed, or who return from leave of absence 
without pay shall be entitled to their vacation status at the termination of their previous service 
and allowed such proportion of their vacation under section 19-50 as their actual service bears to 
full time for the vacation year. However, no credit for previous service may be allowed where 
reinstatement or re-employment occurs after, absence of two (2) years. (Code 1963, § 5-217)   
 
Sec. 19-59. Credits shall accrue during leave with pay or for industrial accident leave.  
 

Vacation credits shall accrue to an employee while on leave with pay status or on industrial 
accident leave. (Code 1963, § 5-221)   
 
Sec. 19-60. Absence without pay.  
  

(a) Vacation status of an employee shall not be affected by absence without pay.   
 
(b) Vacation leave earned following a return to duty after leave or absence without pay shall 

not be applied against such leave or absence. (Code 1963, § 5-222)   
 
Sec. 19-61. Advances of vacation pay.  
 

Advances of pay may be made to any officer or employee in advance of such ' person's regular 
vacation to the extent of the pay to which such person is about to be entitled during such 
vacation period under regulations as the city treasurer may prescribe. (Code 1963, § 5-223)  

State Law Reference-Authorized, M.G.L.A. c. 44, § 65; section accepted by city on Sept. 13, 
1945.   
 
Sec. 19-62. Department record.  
 

Each department shall keep a register showing records of vacations, both accrued and granted, 
for each employee in such form as directed by the city auditor. The information on such register 
shall be transmitted to the city auditor upon request. (Code 1963, § 5-219)  
 
Secs. 19-63-19-69. Reserved.  
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ARTICLE IV. RETIREMENT 

 
Sec. 19-70. Board-Composition.  
 

The system shall be managed by a retirement board consisting of three (3) members as 
follows: The city auditor who shall be a member ex officio, a second member who shall be elected 
by the members in or retired from the service of such system from among their members for a 
term of three (3) years, and a third member who shall be appointed for a term of three  (3) years 
by the other two (2) members, subject to the provisions of section 20 (4) of Chapter 32, 
Massachusetts General Laws. (Code 1963, § 3-1801)  

Note-Contributory retirement system accepted, Nov. 3, 1936.   
 
Sec. 19-71. Same-Compensation.  
 

The members of the board shall serve without compensation, except that the city auditor may 
be compensated as provided in section 20 (4) (c) of Chapter 32, Massachusetts General Laws.   
(Code 1963, § 3-1802)   
 
Sec. 19-72. Same-Meetings.  
 

The board shall meet at least once in each month for the transaction of such business as may 
properly come before it.  (Code 1963, § 3-1803)   
 
Sec. 19-73. Same-Duties.  
 

The board shall have all the powers and duties specifically delegated by statutory provisions.   
(Code 1963, § 3-1804)   
 
Sec. 19-74. Same-Annual statement to members.  
 

The board shall annually on or before July first, furnish to each member of the system an 
annual statement for the previous calendar year relative to the status of the member's account. 
Such" statement shall show the total contribution since the member entered the retirement 
system, the total amount of interest which has accrued and the combined total in the account as 
of the end of the previous calendar year.  (Code 1963, § 3-1805)  
 
Secs. 19-75-19-79. Reserved.  
   
 

ARTICLE V. PUBLIC SAFETY* 
  

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 
 
Sec. 19-80. Compensation; holiday pay.  
  

(a) All members of the police department and fire department shall receive such compensation 
as the city council may from time to time determine in conformance with the collective bargaining 
agreement.   
 

(b) Every member of the police department and fire department shall receive pay in addition to 
the annual salary for each of the holidays named in section 19-31. The additional pay for holidays 
provided for in this section shall be paid whether or not the member performs any duties of such 
member's position on said holidays and such additional pay shall be computed to be one-fifth   
(1/5) of the member's regular weekly salary. (Code 1963, § § 7-104, 7-319)  

                                                 
* Cross reference – Mayor as head of police and fire departments, § 2-21; telephonic alarm 
systems prohibited, § 17-14; auxiliary connected fire alarm systems, § 6-100 et seq. 
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State Law References-Similar provisions as to police, M.G.L.A. c. 41, § 111D (apparently 

accepted by city); hours of duty of firefighters, M.G.L.A. c. 48, § 58B (accepted by the city).   
 
Sec. 19-81. Vacations. 
   

(a) Each year every member of the police department and of the fire department who has 
been in the service of said department for more than six (6) months shall become entitled to a 
vacation without loss of pay. Such vacation shall be granted at such time or times as in the 
opinion of the chief of the department will cause the least interference with the performance of 
the regular work of such department. Such vacations shall be determined in accordance with their 
collective bargaining agreement.   
 

(b) The word "week" as used herein shall be defined as being a period of time consisting of 
such number of days as is equivalent to a calendar week reduced by the number of days off per 
seven  (7) day period to which a member of the police or fire department has last been regularly 
entitled.  (Code 1963, § § 7-105, 7-309; Ord. of 8-12-65, § 1)  
 
Secs. 19-82-19-89. Reserved.  

 
DIVISION 2. POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
Sec. 19-90. Composition.  
 

The police department shall consist of a chief, two  (2) deputy chiefs; captains, lieutenants, 
sergeants, police officers, and such other officers as may be designated by the mayor.   
(Code 1963, § - 7-101; Ord. of 5-11-72; Ord. of 4-12-79, § 1; Ord. of 5-13-93, § 1)  

 
Sec. 19-91. Duties of chief generally.  
 

The chief of police, subject to the orders of the mayor, shall be at the head of the police 
department, and shall have entire control of the department, and of special officers as hereinafter 
provided. The chief shall faithfully discharge the duties of the office and shall see that the laws of 
the state and ordinances of the city are duly observed and enforced, and shall promptly execute 
all orders of the mayor and council. ( Code 1963, § 7-102)   
 
Sec. 19-92. Approval of bills by chief.  
 

The chief of police shall approve all bills for audit, and may approve a bill in whole or part to 
reimburse a police officer for any unusual damage to such officer's clothing, or for any reasonable 
expense incurred by such officer in defending any action at law caused by acts done in the 
discharge of such officer's duty. (Code 1963, § 7-107)   
 
Sec. 19-93. Appointments generally.  
 

The mayor, under the provisions of civil service, shall make all appointments of the police 
officers. Appointments of police officers, constables and special officers, shall be subject to 
confirmation by the council. (Code 1963, § 7-103)  

State Law Reference-See M.G.L.A. c. 43, § 60.   
 
Sec. 19-94. Records of business and prosecutions.  
 

The chief of police shall cause to be kept a record of all business of the department, and of all 
prosecutions instituted by it before the courts, which record shall be subject to the inspection of 
the mayor and council, or anyone authorized by them to do so. (Code 1963, § 7-108)   
 
Sec. 19-95. Devotion of entire time to duties.  
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Every police officer shall devote such officer's entire time to such officer's police duties, and 

shall be subject to call by such officer's superior officers. (Code 1963, § 7-109)   
 
Sec. 19-96. Rules and regulations by mayor and city council.  
 

The mayor and council may make such further rules and regulations for the government and 
management of the police department as they may deem expedient. (Code 1963, § 7-110)   
 
Sec. 19-97. Leaves of absence without pay; extended absence from duty.  
  

(a) Leave of absence, without pay, for a period covering less than three (3) months, may be 
granted to any member of the police department by the chief of police, with the approval of the 
mayor. All petitions for renewals of leave of absence shall come within the provisions of 
subsection (b) of this section. 
 

(b) Leave of absence, without pay, extending beyond a period of three (3) months may be 
granted by the mayor and council under the following conditions:   
 

(1) If said member is actively engaged in the service of the United States in time of war, in 
which case there shall be no limit to the length of leave.   

 
(2) If said member presents a certificate from the city physician that such member is 

incapable for active duty because of illness, and that in the judgment of said city 
physician, said disability will not cease before the expiration of the term of leave; said 
leave being limited to one year.   

 
(c) Absence from active duty for a period exceeding three (3) months, excepting under the 

conditions named in subsection (b) of this section, shall be considered as voluntary retirement, 
and said member shall thereupon cease to be a member of the police department.   
(Code 1963, § 7-111)   
 
Sec. 19-98. Police work at dances, carnivals, etc.  
 

Employment of persons to perform police duties at dances, carnivals, circuses, athletic 
exhibitions, amusement parks or any other public gathering to which admittance is obtained with 
or without a charge, or to serve on a highway traffic detail or at any other function requiring the 
services of a police officer, shall be made only from the membership of the regular force of the 
city police department, not on actual duty. Compensation for such services shall be paid by the 
person, organization or political subdivision requiring the services of such police officer and shall 
be retained personally by the officer performing the service. The schedule of compensation for 
such police work shall be determined by the chief of police, with the approval of the mayor.   
(Code 1963, § 7-118)   
 
Sec. 19-99. Constables-Appointments; term; removal.  
 

Constables shall be residents of the city, the Town of Acushnet, the Town of Dartmouth, or the 
Town of Fairhaven. Constables shall be appointed by the mayor subject to confirmation by the 
city council; each appointment shall be for a term of three (3) years. The mayor may, with the 
consent of the city council, remove a constable from office for gross misconduct, malfeasance, 
misfeasance or the doing of any act inimical to the commonwealth.   
(Code 1963, § 7-201; Ord. of 7-17-80, § 1; Ord. of 11-10-94, § 1; Ord. of 10-12-95, § 1; Ord. of 
6-13-96, § 1; Ord. of 9-10-98, § 1)  

Charter Reference-See Char. 1847, § 7-202.  
State Law Reference Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 41, § 91.   

 
Sec. 19-100. Same-License fees; applications; investigations; bond required. 
   

(a) Constables shall not be appointed except as hereinafter provided.   
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(1) A person desiring to be appointed a constable shall pay a licensing fee of one hundred 

fifty dollars ($150.00).  
   

(2) A person desiring to be appointed a constable shall give a minimum bond to the city in a 
sum of not less than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00), with sureties approved by the 
mayor, conditioned for the faithful performance of such constable's duties, said bond to 
be filed with the city clerk along with the application hereinafter described.   

 
(3) A person desiring to be licensed as a constable shall make written application therefore 

to the city clerk stating such person's reasons for desiring such license and such 
information as may be required by the city clerk relative to applicant's fitness for said 
office. Such application shall also contain a statement as to the moral character of the 
applicant signed by at least five (5) reputable citizens of the city, one of whom shall be 
an attorney-at-law.   

 
(4) Prior to confirmation as a newly appointed constable, anyone applying must attend and 

successfully complete the "Citizens' Police Academy" of the City of New Bedford.  
 

(b) The chief of police shall investigate the reputation and character of every applicant and 
applicant's fitness for said office and report said investigation to the mayor.   
 

(c) The office of constable shall be filled only by appointment of an applicant who is found by 
the mayor, after investigation as aforesaid, to be a person of good repute and character and 
qualified to hold said office.   
(Code 1963, § 7-202; Ord. of 7-17-80, § 1; Ord. of 10-12-95, § 2; Ord. of 11-9-00, § 1)   
 
Sec. 19-101. Same-Powers; identification.  
 

A constable who has given bond to the city in a sum of not less than one thousand dollars 
($1,000.00), with sureties approved by the mayor, conditioned for the faithful performance of 
such constable's duties in the service of all civil processes committed to such constable, and has 
filed the same, with the approval of the mayor endorsed thereon, with the city clerk, along with 
such constable's application, may serve any writ or other process in a personal action in which the 
damages are not laid at a greater sum than two hundred dollars ($200.00), and in replevin in 
which the subject matter does not exceed in value two hundred dollars ($200.00), and any writ or 
other process under Chapter 239 of the Massachusetts General Laws. A constable who has filed 
such a bond, in a sum not less than five thousand dollars ($5,000.00), may also serve any such 
writ or other process in which the damages are laid at a sum not exceeding eighteen hundred 
dollars ($1,800.00), and any process in replevin in which the subject matter does not exceed in 
value eighteen hundred dollars ($1,800.00). No constable shall exercise any of the above powers 
without carrying in his possession a constable's photo identification card to be shown upon 
request, said identification card to be in a form approved by the city council and issued by the 
council on aging.   
(Code 1963, § 7-203; Ord. of 7-17-80, § 1; Ord. of 5-12-83, § 1)  
 
Sec. 19-102. Keeper of the lockup-Appointment; acceptance; oath; term.  
 

The mayor shall annually, by a writing recorded with the city clerk, appoint a keeper of the 
lockup, who shall have the care and custody thereof and of persons committed thereto. Said 
appointee shall accept the appointment within three (3) days after notice thereof, shall be sworn 
and shall hold office for one year unless sooner removed.  ( Code 1963, § 1-1501)  

State Law Reference-Appointment required, M.G.L.A. c. 40, § 35.  
 
 
Sec. 19-103. Same-Lockup to be accessible to officers.  
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Such lockup shall at all times be accessible to the state police, sheriffs, constables and police 

officers for any legal and proper use. (Code 1963, § 1-1502)  
State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 40, § 37.   

 
Sec. 19-104. Same-Charge for use of lockup.  
 

For the expenses of detention and support of each person committed, shown by the officer's 
return to have been actually detained in the lockup, there shall be charged upon the precept, if 
any, and paid to the city, not more than fifty dollars ($50.00) for each day or fraction thereof.   
(Code 1963, § 1-1503; Ord. of 9-9-71; Ord. of 10-8-87, § 1)  

State Law Reference-Authority, M.G.L.A. c. 40, § 36.   
 
Sec. 19-105. Auxiliary police.  
 

Auxiliary police officers shall exercise the powers and duties of police officers while they are on 
active duty, provided they display an authorized identifying insignia after being called to such 
duty by the head of the police department to meet a situation which, in the chief's opinion, cannot 
be adequately handled by the regular police force. (Code 1963, § 7-112)   
 
Sec. 19-106. Special police officers-Qualifications; appointment; functions.  
  

(a) Any citizen of the United States of good repute, may be appointed by the mayor as a 
special police officer, subject to confirmation by the city council, for the protection of property, or 
any factory, mill or theater, including the exterior of the premises, as well as the interior of the 
structure or structures standing thereon. No person retired from employment of the city because 
of physical disability shall be eligible for appointment as a special police officer.   
 

(b) This section shall not, however, prohibit the reappointment of any person now holding a 
special police officer's license who has been retired by the city for physical disability.   
 

(c) As a condition precedent to any such appointment, the prospective appointee's employer 
shall be required to execute an indemnity agreement relieving the city from any possible liability 
connected with the actions of the prospective appointee. The agreement shall be in a form 
approved by the city solicitor, and signed by an officer or authorized agent of the prospective 
appointee's employer. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Code, special police officers 
shall not be treated as city employees for any purpose. (Code 1963, § 7-113; Ord. of 3-11-76, § 
1; Ord. of 4-10-80, § 1)   
 
Sec. 19-107. Reserved.   
 
Sec. 19-108. Same-Form of application for appointment.  
 

The city clerk shall prepare a form as application for appointment of special police officers, to 
serve without pay from the city. Said application shall be written out by the persons seeking the 
appointment and shall state their age, date of birth, education, employment for the five (5) years 
next preceding the date of application, present employment, citizenship, police record, if any, and 
the purpose for which the appointment is desired. (Code 1963, § 7-114; Ord. of 9-11-80, § 2)   
 
Sec. 19-109. Same-Term; revocation or cancellation of appointment; license fee.  
 

Said appointment shall be for the term of one year, unless sooner revoked or cancelled, and it 
may be revoked by the city council, with the approval of the mayor, without hearing.  Any person 
appointed a special police officer to serve without pay from the city shall receive a license from 
the city clerk, upon payment of a fee to be set from time to time by order of the city council, with 
the approval of the mayor, but no license fee shall be paid by employees of the city, who specify 
in their applications that their appointment is on account of their work for the city.  (Code 1963, § 
7-116; Ord. of 9-16-80, § 3)   
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Sec. 19-110. Same-Reference of application to chief of police.  
 

The city clerk shall refer the application for special police officer to the chief of police, who shall 
report to the city clerk upon the fitness and character of the person involved, and the necessity 
for such appointment.  (Code 1963, § 7-115)   
 
Sec. 19-111. Same-Confined to place of employment on application; notification of 
resignation or removal; badges, etc.  
  

(a) No special police officer shall serve or be employed in such capacity at any place other than 
the one mentioned in such person's application, and a violation of this provision shall be sufficient 
cause for immediate revocation.   
 

(b) Employers must immediately notify the chief of police of the resignation or dismissal of any 
person who was appointed a special police officer at their request, and said person shall 
immediately surrender to the city clerk such person's license and badge.   
 

(c) Special police officers are hereby prohibited from wearing or displaying any badge other 
than the one issued by the city clerk and also from wearing any uniform or equipment tending to 
create the impression that they are members of the police department.  (Code 1963, § 7-117)   
 
Sec. 19-112. Police cadet program-Appointment; qualifications; restrictions.  
 

The mayor, with the approval of the city council, may appoint as a police cadet, for a period of 
full "on the job training," any citizen resident of the city who has been such at least one year prior 
to date of application and who is not less than eighteen (18) nor more than twenty-three (23) 
years of age, who meets the physical qualifications required of applicants for appointment to the 
police force in the city, and who is determined by the mayor to be of good moral character and 
who passes a qualifying examination given by the training officer of the police department. Such 
appointment shall not be subject to the civil service law or rules; nor shall a police cadet be 
entitled to any benefits of such law or rules. Applicants must have been graduated from high 
school or must possess an equivalency certificate issued by the Massachusetts Department of 
Education. The final determination as to the fitness and qualifications of any candidate for the 
police cadet program shall be made by the mayor. Each police cadet shall be subject to the rules 
and regulations established for the police cadet program by the police department. (Code 1963, § 
7-401; Ord. of 5-27-71; Ord. of 5-26-06, § 1)  

State Law References-Authority to create program, M.G.L.A. c. 147, § 21A; see also Acts 
1979, c. 639.   
 
Sec. 19-113. Same-Compensation; benefits, etc.  
 

A police cadet shall receive such compensation and such leave with pay as the mayor shall 
determine. A police cadet shall not be subject to or entitled to the benefits of any retirement or 
pension law, nor shall any deduction be made from a cadet's compensation for the purpose 
thereof; but a police cadet who during the period of such cadet's "on the job training" passes a 
competitive civil service examination for appointment to the police force of the city, and is 
appointed a permanent full-time police officer, shall have the police cadet service considered as 
"creditable service" for purposes of retirement, provided such officer pays into the annuity 
savings fund of the retirement system such amount as the retirement board determines equal to 
that which such officer would have paid had such officer been a member of said retirement 
system during the period of training as a police cadet. The cadet shall be considered an employee 
of the city for the purposes of workmen's compensation. (Code 1963, § 7-403; Ord. of 5-27-71; 
Ord. of 5-26-06; § 2)  

State Law Reference-Bond, M.G.L.A. c. 41, § 92.   
 
 
Sec. 19-114. Same-Duties and functions.  
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A police cadet shall maintain and file records, operate office machines, answer telephones, 

receive complaints, enter and index official documents, prepare routine reports, prepare and 
tabulate facts and figures for statistical purposes, and have similar duties of an administrative 
rather than an enforcement type. A police cadet shall not carry arms, nor shall a police cadet 
have any power of arrest other than that of an ordinary citizen. (Code 1963, § 7-404; Ord. of 5-
27-71)   
 
Sec. 19-115. Same-Termination of appointment.  
 

Such appointment may be terminated by the mayor at any time, and shall be terminated 
whenever a cadet fails to maintain a passing grade in any course of study the mayor determines 
the cadet should undertake, and when the cadet reaches the age of twenty-five (25). But said 
applicant may continue as a police cadet after applicant's twenty-third birthday until the next 
following competitive entrance examination is held for the police department and the 
establishment of a certified list therefrom.   
(Code 1963, § 7-402; Ord. of 5-27-71; Ord. of 5-26-06, § 3)   
 
Sec. 19-116. Discipline.  
 

The chief of police shall promptly report to the mayor all violations of duty on the part of any 
member of the police department, and the mayor may cause charges to be preferred thereon. 
The hearing on such charges shall be before the mayor and city council who may remove, 
suspend or fine for cause deemed by them sufficient, after due hearing, and subject to the 
provisions of civil service as set forth in Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 31, section 41.   
(Code 1963, § 7-106)   
 
Sec. 19-117. Aid to other cities.  
 

The police department is hereby authorized to go to the aid of another city or town at the 
request of said city or town in the suppression of riots or other forms of violence therein.  (Code 
1963, § 7-123)  

State Law References-Authorized, M.G.L.A. c. 41, § 99; aiding the governor, M.G.L.A. c. 
147, § 7.  
 
Secs. 19-118, 19-119. Reserved. 
  

DIVISION 3. FIRE DEPARTMENT* 
 
Sec. 19-120. Composition; executive head.  
 

The fire department shall consist of a chief, two (2) deputy chiefs, district chiefs and such 
other officers and members as are necessary. The mayor shall be the executive head and general 
authority in control and management of the fire department. (Code 1963, § 7-301; Ord. of 2-14-
74, § 1; Ord. of 3-22-79, § 1; Ord. of 8-19-93, § 1)   
 
Sec. 19-121. Appointment-Chief, deputy chiefs, district chiefs.  
 

Vacancies in the office of chief, deputy chiefs or district chiefs shall be filled by appointment 
made by the mayor and confirmed by the city council. (Code 1963, § 7-302; Ord. of 2-14-74, § 
2; Ord. of 3-22-79, § 2)   
 
Sec. 19-122. Duties of chief-Generally. 
   

                                                 
* Cross reference – Fire Prevention, Ch. 11. 
   State law references – Fire departments, M.G.L.A. c. 48, § 42 et seq.; fire prevention, 
M.G.L.A. c. 148. 
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(a) The chief of the fire department, subject to the orders of the city council, shall be the head 

of the fire department and shall have control thereof under the general directing authority 
heretofore vested in the mayor.  
 

(b) The chief shall faithfully discharge the duties of such office.   
 

(c) The chief shall have the care and control of all houses, apparatus and all property of the 
department, including the fire alarm system, and shall keep such property in condition for prompt 
and efficient action and use.   
 

(d) The chief shall assign such officers or members, subject to section 11-5 to the fire 
prevention bureau in conformance with the rules and regulations of the fire department; see that 
all provisions of Chapters 143 and 148 of Massachusetts General Laws which come under such 
officer's jurisdiction are complied with; conduct investigations personally or through a subordinate 
delegated by the chief of all fires of a suspicious origin and fires or explosions of unusual nature; 
provide complete cooperation with the state fire marshal's office, when requested; keep abreast 
of the latest fire prevention regulations and see that they are enforced; shall personally or 
through a subordinate delegated by the chief prepare all cases involving violations for 
presentation before a court, board or any hearing authority; promote efficiency and discipline in 
the fire prevention bureau; see that all inspections required by the department are completed, 
personally or by a subordinate delegated by such chief, and see that all rules and regulations of 
the fire department are promptly carried out. (Code 1963, § 7-303; Ord. of 3-22-79, § 3)   
 
Sec. 19-123. Same-Organization and rules.  
 

The chief, subject to the approval of the mayor and council, shall determine the number of 
members to be employed and the number and grade of officers; and may make rules and 
regulations not inconsistent with law or ordinance for the government of the department. (Code 
1963, § 7-308)   
 
Sec. 19-124. Same-Appointments, promotions, removals, etc.  
 

The chief of the fire department under the provisions of civil service, shall, except as herein 
provided, make all appointments and promotions in the fire department, subject, however, to 
confirmation by the mayor; all appointees to the fire department shall be residents and citizens of 
the city; the chief shall have sole charge of the discipline of all members of the department, and 
shall be responsible therefore. Hearings on removals, suspensions and lowering in rank of 
appointed members shall be held before the chief, whose decision shall be final, subject however, 
to the provisions of civil service. (Code 1963, § 7-307)   
 
Sec. 19-125. Same-Records; reports.  
 

The chief of the fire department shall cause records to be kept in detail of all property and 
personnel, and all other information pertinent to the department. The chief shall submit an annual 
report to the mayor, said report shall record the conditions of the fire department, the fires, 
alarms of fire, losses and insurance involved and shall contain recommendations for the 
department. (Code 1963, § 7-306)  
 
Sec. 19-126. Duties of deputy chiefs and district chiefs. 
   

(a) The deputy chiefs, subject to the orders of the chief of the fire department, shall perform 
the duties of deputy chief in conformance with the rules and regulations of the fire department; 
take temporary command of the fire department in the absence of the chief when so designated 
by the chief; supervise firefighting operations by directing subordinates in the absence of the 
chief; see that all rules and regulations, general and special orders of the chief are carried out; 
promote the efficiency and discipline of the department; become familiar with the general laws 
and fire prevention regulations governing fire service.   
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(b) The duties of all district chiefs shall be determined by the chief of the fire department.   

 
(c) The chief and the deputy chiefs shall devote their whole time to the service of the 

department. (Code 1963, § § 7-304, 7-305; Ord. of 2-14-74, § 2; Ord. of 3-22-79, § 2; Ord. of 
8-19-93, § 2)   
 
Sec. 19-127. Chaplains.  
 

As part of the fire department, there shall be, and hereby is established the office of chaplain 
of the fire department. The mayor is authorized to appoint three  (3) ordained clergymen to this 
position. Each such appointee, upon acceptance of this office, shall serve without salary; shall be 
designated by the title, "Honorary District Chief," and shall minister the religious needs of the 
members of the fire department and residents of the city during fires and other emergencies to 
which the fire department may be summoned. In addition to the rights herein conferred chaplains 
of the fire department shall have all the rights granted to the members of the New Bedford 
Protecting Society. (Code 1963, § 7-320)   
 
Sec. 19-128. Forest warden-Appointment.  
 

The mayor shall annually, in June, appoint a forest warden, and forthwith give notice thereof to 
the commissioner of environmental management, in the statute called the forester. (Code 1963, § 
1-1101)  

Cross Reference-Commissioner of public works as tree warden, § 19-143 (8).  
State Law References-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 48, § 8; city forester, M.G.L.A. c. 45, § 

21.   
 
Sec. 19-129. Same-Eligibility.  
 

The same person may hold the office of tree warden, chief of the fire department and forest 
warden. (Code 1963, § 1-1103)   
 
Sec. 19-130. Protecting society-Established; duty.  
 

As a part of the fire department, there shall be an association to be called the Protecting 
Society, the duty of which shall be to remove from any building on fire or in danger thereof, 
furniture, goods or merchandise, and to guard and protect the same. (Code 1963, § 7-313)  
 
Sec. 19-131. Same-Election of officers.  
 

Annually in the month of May, the members of the association shall elect a president, 
treasurer, secretary and eight (8) directors. (Code 1963, § 7-314)   
 
Sec. 19-132. Same-Rules and regulations.  
 

The association shall have the right to make rules and regulations for the admission of 
members, and the government of the association, and may impose fines and penalties upon its 
members; but all rules and regulations shall be approved, and all members elected or appointed 
shall be confirmed by the chief.  (Code 1963, § 7-315)   
 
Sec. 19-133. Construction of buildings; fire prevention.  
 

All powers and duties relative to the requirements in the construction of buildings and other 
structures for the purpose of preventing fires except as otherwise provided by law or ordinance 
are hereby specifically delegated to the chief of the fire department, and members of the fire 
department under the chiefs orders and direction.  (Code 1963, § 7-316)   
 
Sec. 19-134. Outside aid. 
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(a) The chief of the fire department is hereby authorized to extend aid, subject to such 

conditions and restrictions as may be prescribed, to another city, town or fire district in 
extinguishing fires therein, and while in the performance of their duties in extending such aid, the 
members of the fire department shall have the same immunities and privileges as if performing 
the same within the city.   
 

(b) Any city, town or district aided under and in accordance with this section may compensate 
the city in rendering aid as aforesaid for the whole or any part of any damage to its property 
sustained in the course of rendering the same and may reimburse it in whole or in part for any 
payments lawfully made to any member of its fire department or to the widow or other 
dependents on account of injuries or death suffered by a member in the course of rendering aid 
as aforesaid or of death resulting from such injuries. (Code 1963, § 7-312)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 48, § 59A.  
 

DIVISION 4. EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 
 
Sec. 19-135. Department established within executive department.  
 

There is hereby established within the executive department of the municipal government an 
emergency medical services department to consist of a director and such other officers and 
employees as are necessary. The mayor shall be the executive head and have general authority 
and management of the emergency medical services department to provide adequate provisions 
for the transportation of the sick and injured for the purpose of securing proper treatment and 
assistance.  (Ord. of 11-14-91, § 1)  
 
Sec. 19-135.1. Filling vacancies.  
 

Vacancies in the office of the director shall be filled by appointment made by the mayor, 
subject, however, to the provisions of civil service. (Ord. of 11-1491, § 1)   
 
Sec. 19-135.2. Duties of the director-generally.  
  

(a) The director of the emergency medical services department shall be the head of the 
emergency medical services department and shall have control thereof under the general 
authority heretofore vested in the mayor.   
 

(b) The director shall faithfully discharge the duties of such office.    
 

(c) The director shall have the care and control of all ambulances and all property of the 
department.   
 

(d) The director shall recommend fees and will annually in October review and revise such 
fees, and submit any request for increases to the mayor and city council for approval. ( Ord. of 
11-1491, § 1)  

State Law Reference-Ambulance services, service charges, M.G.L.A.c. 40, § 5F.   
 
Sec. 19-135.3. Same-Organization and rules; appointment, promotions and removal. 
   

(a) The director, subject to the approval of the mayor, shall determine the number of members 
to be employed and the number and grade of officers; and may make rules and regulations not. 
inconsistent with the law or ordinance for the government of the department.   
 

(b) The director, under the provisions of civil service, shall, except as herein provided, make all 
appointments and promotions in the emergency medical services department, subject, however, 
to approval by the mayor; the director shall have sole charge of the discipline of all members of 
the department, and shall be responsible therefore. Hearings on removals, suspensions and 
lowering in rank of appointed members shall be held before the director, whose decision shall be 
final, subject however, to the provisions of civil service and collective bargaining agreements.   
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(Ord. of 11-14-91, § 1)   
 
Sec. 19-135.4. Same-Records; reports.  
 

The director of the emergency medical services department shall cause records to be kept in 
detail of all property and personnel, and all other information pertinent to the department. The 
director shall submit an annual report to the mayor; said report shall record the conditions of the 
emergency medical services department, emergency responses, and recommendations for 
improvement of the emergency medical services department. (Ord. of 11-14-91, § 1)   
 
Sec. 19-135.5. Same-Outside aid.  
 

Any city or town aided under and in accordance with this section shall compensate the city in 
rendering aid as aforesaid for the whole or any part of any damage to its property sustained in 
the course of rendering the same, and shall reimburse it in whole or in part for any payments 
lawfully made to any member of its emergency medical services department or to the widow or 
other dependents on account of injuries or death from such injuries. (Ord. of 11-14-91, § 1)  
 
Secs. 19-136-19-139. Reserved.   
 

Chapter 20 
 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT* 
 
Sec. 20-1. Planning board--Composition, appointment.  
  

(a) The planning board shall consist of five (5) members.  Such members shall be appointed by 
the mayor, subject to confirmation by the city council.   
 

(b) Upon enactment of this section, one member of the board shall be appointed for three (3) 
years, two (2) members shall be appointed for two (2) years and two (2) members shall be 
appointed for one year.  Their successors shall be appointed for three-year terms.   
 

(c) Any member of the planning board may be removed for cause, after a public hearing, by 
the mayor, with the approval of the city council. A vacancy occurring otherwise than by expiration 
of the term shall be filled for the unexpired term, in the same manner as the original 
appointment. 

 (Code 1963, § § 3-1601, 3-1602; Ord. Of 6-13-02, § 1)   
 
Sec. 20-2. Same-Presiding officer; compensation. 
   

(a) The planning board shall annually elect a chairman and a clerk from among its 
membership.   
 

(b) Each member of the planning board shall be paid at the rate of twenty dollars ($20.00) per 
meeting attended, but in no event shall any member receive in excess of five hundred dollars 
($500.00) in any fiscal year.   
 

(c) The planning board may employ technical consultants and may employ clerical assistance, 
for proper record of its doings. 

 
(d)  Upon the request of the planning board, the city planner, commissioner of public works, 

building commission, director of the health department, director of recreation/parks, water 

                                                 
* Cross references – As to New Bedford Harbor Development Commission, see note, § 5-4; 
comprehensive zoning regulations, Ch. 9; subdivision regulations, App. A. 
   State law reference – See M.G.L.A. c. 121, § 26XX, Urban Renewal, and 26QQ, 
Redevelopment Authority. 
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superintendent, wire inspector and school superintendent shall provide information and 
recommendations to assist the board and shall attend or be represented at planning boards 
meetings, if so requested. 

 (Code 1963, § § 3-1603, 3-1706; Ord. Of 6-13-02, § 1)   
 
Sec. 20-3. Same-Duties.  
 

The planning board shall perform all the duties required under the laws of the commonwealth 
and such other duties as may be required by ordinance.  (Code 1963, § 3-1604)  
State Law Reference-Powers and duties generally, M.G.L.A. c. 41, § § 70, 81B.  
 
Sec. 20-4. Same-Cooperation of city departments.  
 

On request, the several departments of the city shall furnish the planning board with such data 
and information as may be required in carrying out the provisions of this chapter.  (Code 1963, § 
3-1606)   
 
Sec. 20-5. Same-Reports.  
 

Annually in January, the planning board shall present to the city council a written report 
covering its activities in the preceding year; and shall make reports on subjects referred to it by 
the city council. (Code 1963, § 3-1605)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 41, § § 71, 81C.   
 
Sec. 20-6. City planning department established; composition.  
 

There is hereby established within the municipal government a city planning department, 
consisting of a city planner and such assistants as the city council may from time to time 
determine. (Code 1963, § 3-1701)   
 
Sec. 20-7. City planner-Function; appointment; residence; removal; qualifications; term; 
compensation as fixed. 
   

(a) The executive officer of the city planning department shall be the city planner, who shall be 
appointed by the mayor subject to confirmation by the city council, and who shall qualify by oath 
before entrance upon the duties of such office.   
 

(b) The city planner either shall be a resident of the city at the time of appointment or become 
such resident of the city not less than ninety (90) days after qualification for office. The city 
planner may be removed from office by the mayor for failure to comply with the residence 
requirement of this section.   
 

(c) Any person appointed as city planner under this section shall have not less than five  (5) 
years of general, responsible, professional experience in the field of municipal or regional 
planning and development.   
 

(d) The term of office of the city planner shall expire on the first Monday in even years, but if 
not reappointed, the city planner shall continue in office until a successor is appointed, confirmed 
and qualifies.   
 

(e) The city planner shall receive such annual compensation as may be determined by the 
mayor and city council.  (Code 1963, § § 3-1702, 3-1703)   
 
Sec. 20-8. Same-Powers and duties; acting as consultant.  
 

The city planner shall have the following powers and duties:   
 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
(1) From time to time, the city planner shall make careful studies, and when necessary, 

prepare plans relating to the resources, possibilities and needs of the city, and upon 
completion of such study or plans, shall submit a report thereon to the mayor and city 
council, together with recommendations.  

 
(2) The city planner shall report annually to the mayor and to the city council before April first 

each year, giving information regarding the condition of the city and any plans or 
proposals for its development or renewal, and estimates of the cost thereof, together with 
a report on the work of such planner's office.   

 
(3) The city planner shall make such master or study plans of the city, or such parts thereof 

as may be determined advisable, showing upon such plan or parts thereof, among other 
things, existing and desirable proposed public ways, street grades, public places, bridges 
and tunnels, viaducts, parks, parkways, playgrounds, sites for public buildings and 
structures, building and zoning districts, pierhead and bulkhead lines, waterways, routes 
of railroads, buses and water transportation lines, and locations of sewers, water conduits 
and other public utilities, and other pertinent features of such plans, including existing 
private ways; and after consultation with other municipal agencies charged with enforcing 
housing laws, the building code and zoning ordinances, by-laws or regulations, and in 
cooperation with housing and redevelopment officials, if any, the city planner shall 
designate and plan conservation, rehabilitation and redevelopment areas for the purpose 
of guiding residential protection, neighborhood improvement, commercial and industrial 
development and urban renewal programs.   

 
(4) Upon authorization by the mayor, the city planner shall represent the city in procuring 

participation in any federal or commonwealth programs for urban renewal and 
redevelopment.   

 
(5) The city planner shall act as consultant to the board of survey in all matters connected 

with or pertinent to the exercise of its powers of subdivision control and such planner or 
one of such planner assistants shall attend all meetings of said board in an advisory 
capacity.   

 
(6) The city planner shall also whenever requested advise the department of public health and 

other municipal departments on matters related to land subdivision coming within their 
jurisdiction.  (Code 1963, § 3-1704; Ord. of 2-11-65)   

 
Sec. 20-9. Same-Cooperation of other departments.  
 

Upon request, the several departments, offices, commissions and agencies of the city shall 
furnish the city planner with such data and information as may be required by such planner in 
carrying out the provisions of this chapter. (Code 1963, § 3-1705)  

Cross References-As a member of the planning board, § 20-1; as temporary presiding 
officer, § 20-2.   
 
Sec. 20-10. Same-Assistant city planners; appointment; compensation; term; duties. 
   

(a) There are hereby created and established within the city planning department two (2) 
positions of assistant city planners. The mayor, subject to confirmation by the city council, may 
appoint assistant city planners, who shall qualify by oath before en-trance upon their duties of 
office.   
 

(b) Any assistant city planner shall be a resident of the city at the time of appointment or 
become such a resident of the city not less than ninety (90) days after qualification for office.   
 

(c) Any assistant city planner may be removed from office by the mayor for failure to comply 
with the residence requirement of this section.   
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(d) The term of office of assistant city planners shall expire on the first Monday in odd years, 

but if either of them is not reappointed, such person shall continue in office until a successor is 
appointed, confirmed and qualifies.   
 

(e) The assistant city planners shall receive such annual compensation as may be determined 
by the mayor and city council.   
 

(f) Under the supervision and general direction of the city planner, the assistant city planners 
shall perform such duties as the city planner may require in the conduct of the city planning 
department; and during the absence or disability of the city planner, or when requested by the 
city planner to do so, the assistant city planner having the longest period of service with the city 
planning department shall perform the duties of city planner. (Code 1963, § 3-1707)   
 
Sec. 20-11. Development and industrial commission-Established; purposes; powers.  
 

Pursuant to section 8A of Chapter 40, Massachusetts General Laws, there is hereby established 
a development and industrial commission for the promotion and development of the industrial 
resources of said city or town. Such commission shall conduct research into industrial conditions 
and shall seek to coordinate the activities of unofficial bodies organized for said purposes, and 
may advertise, prepare, print and distribute books, maps, charts and pamphlets which in its 
judgment will further the provisions for which it is created. The commission may appoint such 
clerks and other employees as it may require. (Code 1963, § 3-1201)  

Note-Ch. 297, Acts 1954, from which M.G.L.A. c. 40, § 8A is derived, was accepted by the city 
on April 1, 1957.   
 
Sec. 20-12. Same-Advice to board of appeals.  
 

The city planner shall, when requested to do so, furnish such advice and recommendations as 
may be desired by the board of appeals of the city. (Code 1963, § 3-1706)   
 
Sec. 20-13. Same-Membership.  
 

Such commission shall consist of seven (7) members appointed by the mayor. The terms of 
the members initially shall be for such length not exceeding five (5) years, and so arranged that 
the term of approximately one-fifth (1/5) of the members will expire each year and their 
successors shall be appointed for terms of five (5) years each. Any member of a board so 
appointed may be removed for cause after a public hearing, if requested, by the mayor, with the 
approval of the city council. A vacancy occurring otherwise than by expiration of term shall be 
filled for the unexpired term in the same manner as an original appointment. (Code 1963, § 3-
1201)  
 

Chapter 21 
 

SCHOOLS* 
 
Sec. 21-1. School committee.  
 

The school committee shall consist of the mayor, who shall be chairperson, and six (6) 
members elected at large.  (Code 1963, § 1-111)  

Cross Reference-School traffic committee, § 23-5.  
State Law References-Similar provision, M.G.L.A.c. 43, § 31; see also M.G.L.A. c. 71, § 35 

et seq. and Acts 1912, Ch. 341 as to school committees.  
__________ 
*Cross References-Dogs on school property, § 4-32; gift to school department, § 10-119.  
 
 

                                                 
* Cross references – Dogs on school property, § 4-32; gift to school department, § 10-119. 
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Chapter 22 
 

STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC WAYS; PUBLIC WORKS 
 
Art. I.  In General, §§ 22-1-22-29  
Section 4.03 Art. II.   Construction and Maintenance, §§ 22-30-22-49  
Art. III.  Permits for Moving Buildings and for Obstructing Streets, §§ 22-50- 22-69   
Art. IV.  Projection Into Streets or Sidewalks, §§ 22-70-22-73  
 

ARTICLE 1. IN GENERAL 
 
Sec. 22-1. Control of mayor and council - Generally.  
 

The mayor and council shall have charge of all street work. They shall determine the work 
to be done, the methods to be pursued and the materials to be used. They shall have charge of 
the city yard, the municipal garage and all tools, appliances and apparatus used by the 
department of public infrastructure shall be under their management and control, and the form 
thereof shall be determined by them; they shall have charge of the construction, maintenance 
and repair of sewers and drains; and, except as provided by statute, shall determine the work to 
be done in the care, preservation, planting and removal of shade trees; they shall have charge of 
the collection and disposal of ashes and rubbish; and shall exercise a general control and 
supervision over the streets of the city making such order, and carrying on such work therein as 
public necessity and convenience may determine. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)   
 
Sec. 22-2. Same-Sidewalk construction, etc., wheelchair ramps.  
 

The mayor and council may, if in their judgment the public convenience so requires, 
establish sidewalks in the public ways of the city and determine the grade, and width of each such 
sidewalk and the materials with which it shall be constructed and may order the reconstruction of 
existing sidewalks and the removal of anything, including, but not limited to, street light bases, 
trees, sign standards or poles that may constrict passage on said sidewalks. No such sidewalk 
shall be dug up or obstructed without the consent of the commissioner of city engineer. They shall 
provide a wheelchair ramp on sidewalks in the public ways of the city at pedestrian crosswalks 
when new or replacement curbing is required at such locations. Such wheelchair ramps shall be 
constructed in accordance with the engineering department’s standard for a typical wheelchair 
ramp on file in that office.  The department of public infrastructure shall give priority to and 
immediately repair sidewalks that contain a wheelchair ramp on sidewalks in the public ways of 
the city at pedestrian crosswalks. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 22-3. Change of, or assigning, name or street. 
 
 (a) The Planning Board shall not change or permit to be changed the name of any private way 
and the City Council shall not change or permit to be changed the name of any public way without 
first having conducted a public hearing thereon, of which notice shall be given in the manner 
provided in section 74 of chapter 41 of the Massachusetts General Laws. 
 
 (b) When the request for changing the name of a street, public or otherwise, is made by any 
party other than the city, the cost of giving notice as required above shall be borne by the 
requesting party. 
 
 (c)  No way in the city which is open for public use, but has not become a public way, shall be 
given a name unless the same is first approved by the planning board. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 22-4. Bonfires. 
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 No person shall make a bonfire in any street or public place except by permission of the 
commissioner of public infrastructure, chief of the fire department and if applicable, the board or 
commission in control of said public place. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 22-5 Drainage onto streets – Buildings not to shed water. 
 

(a) No person shall suffer such person’s building or property to shed water on any 
sidewalk, street or any other person’s property in the city, to the injury or 
inconvenience of persons or their property. 

 
(b) No person shall disconnect any existing downspouts from storm drains causing water 

to shed according to the previous paragraph. 
 

(c) All new buildings constructed in the city shall, or be implemented to, connect to either 
the city storm drains or other suitable system agreed to by the proper authorities of 
the city so as to not cause water to shed according to paragraph (a) above. (Ord. of 7-
21-03, § 1) 

 
Sec. 22-6. Same – Washing windows. 
 
 No person washing windows or buildings upon land adjoining a street or public place shall allow 
any waste water therefrom to flow upon the sidewalk adjoining such building as to cause 
inconvenience to travelers. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 22-7. Removing material.  

 
No person shall take any gravel, sand or other street material from any street or public 

place in the city, unless such person shall obtain permission so to do from the commissioner of 
public infrastructure, or from some person authorized by the commissioner to grant the same. 
(Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)   
 
Sec. 22-8. Prohibited obstructions-Doorsteps, porches, passageways, etc.   

 
(a) No person shall make, erect or maintain any doorstep, portico, porch, entrance or 

passageway to any cellar or basement, or any other structure in or upon any street, or public 
place in, the city, without permission from the city council and mayor.   
 

(b) No person shall suffer the platform or grate of the entrance or passageway to such 
person's cellar or basement, in any street or public place, to rise above the even surface of such 
street or public place, and every such entrance or passageway shall at all times be kept covered 
by a suitable and substantial platform or grate; or, in case it shall be kept open, it shall be 
guarded and protected by a sufficient railing on all sides thereof, at least two and one-half (2½) 
feet high, and well lighted at night. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  
 
Sec. 22-9. Same-With trunks, barrels, boxes, etc.  
 

No person shall place or cause to be placed any trunk, bale, barrel, box, crate, cask, 
package or any article or thing whatever, on or over any part of any street in the city, and suffer 
the same to remain on or over said street more than thirty (30) minutes in any case, or more 
than ten (10) minutes after being requested by any member of the police force to remove the 
same.  Any such article found in violation of this Section shall be subject to removal and disposal 
by the Police or other Agent of the City. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1; Ord. of 11-7-05, § 2)  
 
Sec. 22-10. Same-With firewood, coal, etc.   
 

(a) No person shall saw, cut, pile or split any firewood, or cause the same to be sawed, 
cut, piled or split in any street or public place within the city. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  
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Sec. 22-11. Same-Defacing or obstructing bridges.  
 

Any person who shall deface or injure any bridges, abutments or piers, or who shall, in 
any way, obstruct the passage of said draw, or the opening or closing of the same, or in any 
manner whatever, without the consent and knowledge of the commissioner of infrastructure, 
interfere therewith, shall be liable to a fine as provided in section 1-9 of this Code. (Ord. of 7-21-
03, § 1)  
 
Sec. 22-12. Same-Barriers or fences when excavations made near street.  
 

No person shall dig a cellar or make any other excavation in the ground near or adjoining 
any street or public place unless such person shall erect and maintain a barrier or fence on or 
near the line of such street sufficient to protect travelers from falling into the place so dug or 
being injured thereby. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  
 
Sec. 22-13. Advertising on trees, poles, etc.  
 

No person shall tack, paste or in any manner affix any circular, bill, sheet of paper or 
advertising matter in any form whatsoever on any shade tree, lamppost, sign post, street railway 
pole, telephone pole, electrical pole, or hydrant in any street or public place except as is provided 
by statute. Each day shall be a separate offense. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  
 
See. 22-14. Tobacco products; distribution in public places; penalty.  
 

No person shall, except at full retail price, in or upon any part of the streets, parks, public 
grounds, public buildings or other public places within the City of New Bedford distribute any 
product containing tobacco or nontobacco cigarette products for any commercial purpose. Any 
person, firm or corporation violating any provision of this section shall be fined not less than fifty 
dollars ($50.00) nor more than three hundred dollars ($300.00) for each offense, and a separate 
offense shall be deemed committed on each day during or on which a violation occurs or 
continues.  (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 22-15. Snow and ice - Removal from sidewalks; required.  
 

Every owner or occupant of a building or lot of land abutting upon a sidewalk in any street 
or public place in the city shall cause the snow to be removed from such sidewalk within a 
reasonable time after such snow has ceased to fall; except that under unusual or extraordinary 
circumstances a reasonable time shall be held to be as follows: If snow falls in the day time, it 
shall be removed from the sidewalk within four  (4) hours from time it shall have ceased falling; if 
in the night time, it shall be removed on or before 11:00 in the forenoon next succeeding. The 
provisions of this section shall apply to snow falling from any building or accumulating upon such 
sidewalk from any other cause. 

 
No person shall remove snow or ice from any sidewalk, street or private property and 

cause it to be placed onto a sidewalk, which abuts another property or onto another person’s 
property without the express permission of the respective property owner. 

 
Any violation of this paragraph shall result in a fine of $50.00. 
 
The primary enforcement of this section regarding snow placed on private property shall 

be with the Department of Inspectional Services and primary enforcement of this section 
regarding snow placed on public property shall be with the Department of Public Infrastructure.  
Both departments, however, are authorized to enforce all provisions of this section. (Ord. of 7-21-
03, § 1; Ord. of 4-19-06, §1) 

   
  Sec. 22-16. Same - Removing vehicle interfering with removal.  
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The chief of police is hereby authorized to remove, or cause to be removed to some convenient 

place, including in such term a public garage, any vehicle interfering with the removing or plowing 
of snow, or the removing of ice, from any public way, and to impose liability for the cost of such 
removal and the storage charges, if any, resulting therefrom, upon the owner of such vehicle.  
(Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  
 
Sec. 22-17. Same-Placing in streets or on bridges.  
 

No person shall place snow or ice upon any street or upon a bridge or upon any sidewalk, 
contrary to the orders of the commissioner of public facilities. 

 
Any violation of this paragraph shall result in a fine of $50.00. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1; Ord. 

of 4-19-06, § 2, 3) 
 
Sec. 22-18. Removal of grass, bushes, weeds, etc.  
 

Every owner of land abutting upon any street or public place in the city shall cause the 
removal of all grass, bushes, weeds and all other plant growth, except for trees provided or 
approved by the city's forestry division or public works department or successor departments, 
from directly above any bricked, blacktopped, cement, cobbled, paved, slated or other installed 
sidewalk material and from the street abutting their property at the point where the sidewalk or 
curb meet the street, except grass itself, within seventy-two (72) hours of being given written 
notice of same by either a building inspector, fire prevention inspector, health inspector, police 
officer, traffic meter person, forestry division head or public infrastructure department 
commissioner or his or her designated representatives. Every owner as above described shall also 
cause the removal or cutting of all grass, bushes, weeds and all other plant growth, save for the 
foregoing described trees, which exceed three  (3") inches in height within seventy-two (72) 
hours of receiving written notice of same from any of the various municipal representatives as 
above described. Notice shall be considered given if either made in hand to an individual or, in the 
case of commercial, industrial or trust property, a representative which city records indicate as 
the then present owner or one of the owners or by mailing by certified mail to the same record 
owner or owners. The city shall be responsible for municipal properties, for those being taken for 
nonpayment of municipal assessments and for those for which no owner can be located. The 
notice given by any municipal representative shall be on a standardized form noting the reason 
for the citation, the location, date, method of notice and individual and department making same. 
Failure to comply with the notice made by the city shall result in a fine of twenty dollars ($20.00), 
with an additional fine of five dollars ($5.00) for each week or portion thereof after the seventy-
two (72) hour notification period has expired. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  
  
Secs. 22-19 - 22-29. Reserved. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 

ARTICLE II. CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE 
 
Sec. 22-30 – 22-32   Reserved. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  
 
Sec. 22-33. Construction of Streets - Plans to be submitted.  
 

Any person desiring to lay out, locate or construct any street or way in the city shall, 
before beginning such construction, submit to the planning board suitable plans and profiles of 
such street or way, so prepared as to show also the method of drainage of the contiguous 
territory, all in accordance with such rules and regulations as the board may prescribe. (Ord. of 7-
21-03, § 1)  
 
Sec. 22-34. Same - Public hearing.  
 

Upon receipt of such plans, with a petition for their approval, the planning board shall 
conduct a public hearing thereon after giving notice of the hearing by publication once a week for 
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two (2) successive weeks in a newspaper published in the city, the last publication to be at least 
two  (2) days before the hearing. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  
 
Sec. 22-35. Promulgation of rules and regulations and establishing fees by city 
engineer; requirements.  

 
The city engineer is hereby directed and authorized to establish and promulgate rules and 
regulations, and to prescribe a schedule of fees and charges, under which owners of real estate 
and abutters in the city shall be assessed and charged, at rates not to exceed the actual cost 
thereof, and in conformity with General Laws of the Commonwealth, for work done and materials 
furnished by the city for the following improvements in and upon ways, streets and sidewalks:   
 

(1)  Installation of granite or concrete sidewalk curbing on a lineal foot basis;   
 

(2) Installation of bituminous, asphalt or granolithic sidewalks on a square yard basis;   
 
(3) Surveying, clearance, leveling, grading and layout of any new street; provided, 

however, nothing in this subsection shall be construed to apply to ordinary repairs on 
existing, accepted and improved streets; and provided further, no new street, or any 
street previously accepted, but which has lost such acceptance status by ordinance or 
statute, shall be accepted or opened on behalf of the city unless the city engineer shall 
certify to the city council and to the mayor that the petitioner for such proposed street 
has complied with all required rules and regulations, and has paid the fees and charges 
prescribed by the city engineer for any labor performed or materials furnished under 
this subsection by the city; 

 
(4) Nothing herein contained shall prevent any petitioner for acceptance, or improvement, 

of any street to be opened from doing any work or furnishing any material personally 
or by private contractor engaged by such petitioner at petitioner's own expense; 
provided, however, any surveying, grading or layout of any proposed street by any 
petitioner or a petitioner's contractor shall be done in accordance with terms, plans and 
specifications approved by the city engineer; and provided further, the city, the 
engineering department and any of its officers or agents shall be saved harmless from 
all claims for damages of any kind arising out of any work performed by any petitioner 
or petitioner's contractor under this section;   

 
(5) Plans, sketches and surveys for any new streets to be opened under the provisions of 

this article may, upon application by petitioner, be furnished at cost to said petitioner 
by the city engineer or the city engineer's legal representative;   

 
(6) No person shall disturb a boundstone located in a sidewalk. Any person observed 

disturbing a boundstone shall be charged a flat fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) for 
relocating of said boundstone.   

 
(7) The city  engineer shall certify to the city council and to the mayor that the petitioner 

for such proposed street has complied with all required rules and regulations and has 
paid the fees and charges prescribed by the city engineer for any labor performed or 
materials furnished under this subsection by the city, except those rules and 
regulations which have been waived by the planning board.  In the case of the waiver 
of any rules and regulations, the planning board shall specify to the city council and to 
the mayor which rules and regulations are waived. 

 
(8) The authority granted under this section shall be limited to the installation of sidewalks 

where none existed previously and notwithstanding any provision to the contrary, no 
department of the City shall have authority to promulgate any rule, regulation or order 
which imposes, or impose by any other means, a fee upon any resident or property 
owner for repairs and maintenance of sidewalks that existed prior to the maintenance 
or repair without the approval of the City Council unless the sidewalk is repaired or 
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replaced with a substantially different material than what previously existed, in which 
circumstances the resident or property owner shall only be responsible for the 
difference in cost of materials after their informed consent. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1; Ord. 
of 9-21-06, § 1)  

 
Sec. 22-36. Rules and regulations for construction within public rights-of-way. 
 
 The following rules and regulations of the city engineer are incorporated in and made a part of 
this Code: 
 

(1) Prior to disturbing the surface of any public right-of-way within the city, contractors 
must provide the city engineer with a ten thousand dollar annual performance bond 
which bond shall be renewed on or by April 1st of each calendar year.  Contractors who 
fail to obtain or renew such bonds shall not be entitled to the issuance of a street 
disturbance permit or to disturb the surface of any right-of-way within the city.  This 
bond requirement is in addition to any other sureties required by the city.  This section 
shall not apply to work performed by a city department, or work performed on behalf of 
a city department by a private contractor who has provided payment and performance 
bonds to the city pursuant to the terms and conditions of a contract. 

 
(2) Contractors are prohibited from performing work within a public right-of-way at times 

when inspectors are not available.  Inspectors are available from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. on Monday through Friday, except holidays. 

 
(3) Contractors shall notify the engineering department forty-eight (48) hours prior to 

commencing work within any public right-of-way. 
 

(4) Contractors shall notify the engineering department for a pre-inspection twenty-four 
(24) hours prior to the placement of pavement.  Failure of notification for pre-inspection 
may result in non-acceptance of the work. 

 
(5) Contractors shall perform all work, within a public right-of-way, in accordance with 

plans and specifications of the engineering department and any decisions by the city 
engineer or his authorized representatives shall be final. 

 
(6) Any person working within a public right-of-way, will be required to be bonded 

contractor and shall be required to obtain all necessary permits.  Failure to comply with 
these requirements will result in a fine of $300.00 per violation. 

 
(7) For purposes of this section, the term “contractor” shall apply to any person performing 

work within a public right-of-way, unless otherwise prohibited by law. (Ord. of 7-21-03, 
§ 1; Ord. of 10-16-06, § 1) 

  
Sec. 22-37. Permit to disturb surface - Required; emergencies.  
 

No person shall in any manner disturb the surface of any public right-of-way within the 
city without first obtaining a permit as hereinafter provided, except that in cases of emergency, 
work may be begun before a permit is issued, but in such case, an application for a permit shall 
be made as soon thereafter as may be. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)   
 
Sec. 22-38. Same-Terms.  
 

Every application to disturb the surface of any public right-of-way in the city shall be in 
writing, signed by the applicant or by some person for applicant duly authorized in writing so to 
do, and shall state:   

 
(1) The exact locations on the surface of the public right-of-way to be disturbed.  
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(2) The time the work is to be begun and the time it is to be completed.   

 
(3) The purpose for which the disturbance is to be made. Such application shall be 

accompanied by the written consent of the city engineer that the proposed disturbance 
of the street is necessary, and the time required reasonable. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  

 
Sec. 22-39. Same-Conditions of granting.  
 

No permit shall be granted for disturbing the surface of public rights-of-way until the 
applicant has complied with the requirements of sections 22-36, 22-38 and 22-42 of this chapter 
and, if granted, the permit shall be granted upon the following conditions:   

 
(1) That sufficient barriers and lights be maintained.   
 
(2) That the public rights-of-way shall not be unnecessarily obstructed and so far as 

possible safe and convenient ways for the use of foot travelers and vehicles shall be 
maintained.   

 
(3) That the trenches or excavations shall be backfilled under the direction of the city 

engineer, and the city engineer’s orders shall be final and conclusive.   
 

(4) That all surfaces of public rights-of-way disturbed shall be restored by the persons so 
disturbing, at their own expense, in such manner, by such means, and within such 
time limits as the city engineer shall direct.   

 
(5) a.  Prior to disturbing the surface of any public right-of-way, the applicant shall deposit 

with the department of public infrastructure a certified check in the amount of 
$2,000.00 and an additional $500.00 for every street disturbance permit for costs 
incurred by the city in providing emergency or permanent repairs in the event that 
the applicant is not reasonably responsive to making such repairs that violate any 
conditions set forth in this chapter or that cause or may cause unsafe conditions.  
In the event that an applicant has been issued previous street disturbance permits 
for work that has yet to be completed or is still within the 3-year warranty period, 
the total amount of security deposits shall not exceed a total of $5,000.00.  If any 
portion of the security deposit is depleted by the city, due to the applicant’s failure 
to maintain the permitted work in a safe condition, no additional permits shall be 
issued to applicant until said security deposit has been fully replenished.  In the 
event the city’s costs exceed the total amount of the security deposit, no additional 
permits shall be issued until the security deposit has been replenished and the 
city’s costs in excess of the security deposit have been reimbursed.  The $500.00 
security deposit, less any amounts deducted for costs incurred by the city, shall be 
returned to the applicant after 3 years from the date that the permanent pavement 
repair is approved by the department of public infrastructure.  The $2,000.00 
security deposit shall be returned less any amounts deducted for cost incurred by 
the city after 3 years lapse from the date that the permanent pavement repair is 
approved by the department and the applicant has no other outstanding street 
disturbance permits.  Unless otherwise prohibited by law, the requirements of this 
section shall apply to any person performing work within a public right of way, with 
the exception of work performed by a city department, or work performed on 
behalf of a city department by a private contractor who has provided payment and 
performance bonds to the city pursuant to the terms and conditions of a contract.  
(Ord. of 10-19-05, § 2) 

 
 b. That the applicant shall agree the condition of the restored public right-of-way shall 

be and remain his responsibility for a period of three  (3) years next following the 
completion and acceptance of the restoration by the city engineer. (Ord. of 7-21-
03, § 1)  
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(6) That every temporary covering to a street disturbance or opening shall not contain any 

protruding sharp edges likely to cause damage to motor vehicle tires; and further that 
any steel rod plate covering shall have bituminous mix, or a substitute material 
determined suitable by the department of public infrastructure, temporarily but 
properly placed on the edges of said steel plate. 

 
(7) That all work be performed in accordance with the rules and regulations of the 

Department of Public Infrastructure. (Ord. of 10-19-05, § 1; Ord. of 10-16-06, § 2) 
 
Sec. 22-40. Same-Provisional.  
 

Permits for disturbing the surface of public rights-of-way shall be issued by the city clerk, 
subject to ratification by the mayor and city council, said permit to be provisional until ratified as 
aforesaid. Any owner who has been refused a provisional permit shall have the right to a hearing 
before the mayor and council. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)   
 
Sec. 22-41. Same-Revocation.  
 

Any permit for disturbing the surface of any public right-of-way as herein provided may be 
revoked by the mayor and council under the provisions of law. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  
 
Sec. 22-42. Indemnification of city; insurance.   
 

(a) The applicant for a street disturbance permit shall hold the city harmless and 
indemnified for all loss, cost, damage expense and liability on account of the 
disturbance of a public right-of-way surface and any work performed in connection 
therewith.   

 
(b) Upon application for said permit, the applicant shall provide the city clerk with proof 

of insurance from insurance companies licensed in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, carrying a Best's Financial Rating of A or better. The policies or 
certificates shall be satisfactory in form to the city and shall provide that thirty  (30) 
days prior to cancellation or material change in the policy, notices of the same shall 
be provided to the city by registered mail, return receipt requested for all of the 
following insurance policies:   

 
(1) Workers compensation subject to Massachusetts General Law with employer's 

liability limits of at least five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000.00).  
 
(2) General liability insurance with a minimum limit of liability of one million dollars 

($1,000,000.00) combined single limit naming the City of New Bedford as an 
additional insured. This insurance shall indicate on the certificate of insurance 
the following coverages:  

 
a. Premises-Operations.  
 
b. Broad form -Contractual. 

  
c. Independent contractor and sub-consultant.  

 
d. Products and completed operations.  

 
e. Any work that may involve the use of explosives and demolition shall 

provide the above coverage with the elimination of the XCU exclusion 
for the policy, or proof that XCU is covered.   
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(3) Automobile liability insurance with a minimum limit of one million dollars 

($1,000,000.00) combined single limit. This insurance shall include bodily 
injury and property damage for:  

 
a. Owned automobiles. 
 
b. Hired automobiles.  

 
c. Non-owned automobiles. 

 
(c) Unless otherwise prohibited by law, the insurance requirements of this section shall apply to 
all applicants, excluding city departments and applicants performing work on behalf of city 
departments, who have provided payment and performance bonds to the city pursuant to the 
terms and conditions of a contract with the city. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  
 
Sec. 22-42.1. Fee for permit to disturb surface.  
 

The fee for such permit to disturb the surface shall be set from time to time by Order of 
the City Council. (Ord. of 12-23-03, § 1)  

  
Sec. 22-43. Driveways, curbing cuts, etc.-Filing petitions; granting, etc.  
 

All petitions for curbing cuts for removal of curbing and elimination of new curbing used or 
to be used in connection with driveways or entrances to commercial and industrial properties shall 
be made to the traffic commission, which body is hereby empowered to grant, modify or deny the 
request after a public hearing has been held. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  
 
Sec. 22-44. Same -Performance of work.  
 

All work performed under a permit granted pursuant to the provisions of section 22-43 
shall be performed by a contractor listed on the city engineer’s bonded contractor list.  Forty-
eight hours prior to commencement of work, the contractor selected by the owner to perform the 
permitted work shall notify the city engineer that said work is to commence.  Within twenty-four 
hours from said contractor’s removal of granite curbing from within the public layout, said granite 
curbing shall be returned, by said bonded contractor, to the city yard. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  
 
Secs. 22-45-22-49. Reserved.  (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)   
 

ARTICLE III. PERMITS FOR MOVING BUILDINGS AND OBSTRUCTION STREETS 
 
Sec. 22-50. Application-For moving buildings.  
 

Every application for the moving of a building in any street in the city shall be in writing, 
signed by the owner or by some person for the owner duly authorized in writing so to do, and 
shall state:   

(1) The dimensions of the building and the materials of its exterior and roof.   
 
(2) The location from which and to which it is to be moved, with street and number in 

each case.   
 

(3) The use to which it has been and is to be applied.   
 

(4) The route over which it is proposed by applicant to move the building, and the method 
of said moving.   

 
(5) The trees and other property liable to injury upon the streets or ways through which 

the building is to he moved.   
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(6) Whether the moving will require the cutting of electric wires. Such application shall be 

accompanied by the written consent of the city engineer, and a written statement of 
the inspector of buildings that the proposed location and use will not be a violation of 
the laws and ordinances relating to buildings, and if, in applicant's opinion, the building 
is of sufficient strength to be safely moved. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  

 
Sec. 22-51. Same - For obstruction.  

 
Every application for the obstruction of the whole or part of any sidewalk or street in the 

city for building or repair purposes shall be in writing, signed by the owner or the contractor or 
builder or by some person by any of them duly authorized in writing so to do, and shall state:   

 
(1) The approximate size of the lot and the ground dimensions of the building to be 

constructed, rebuilt or repaired.  
 
(2) The number of said building on the street and the side of the street by compass 

designation.   
 

(3) The materials of the outside walls of said building.  
 

(4) The time provided in the contract for the construction of said building; if no 
contract, the estimated time required to complete the construction, rebuilding 
or repairs.  

 
(5) The space proposed to be obstructed in the street or sidewalk and the time for 

which said space is applied for.   
 

(6) The nature of the obstruction and provisions to be made for foot travelers in the 
highway. Such application shall be accompanied by the written consent of the 
city engineer and the inspector of buildings.  (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 

 
Sec. 22-52. Terms of permits-For moving buildings.  
 

No permit shall be granted for the moving of a building in the streets of the city until the 
requirements of section 22-50 have been complied with, and, if granted, the permit shall be 
granted upon the following terms:   

 
(1) That sufficient barriers and lights shall be maintained whenever the building is in the 

streets.   
 
(2) That streets shall not be unnecessarily obstructed and, so far as possible, safe and 

convenient ways for the use of foot travelers and vehicles shall be maintained around 
the building.   

 
(3) That all chimneys be removed down to the roof. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  

 
Sec. 22-53. Same-For obstructions.  
 

No permit shall be granted for obstructing the sidewalks or streets of the city for building 
purposes until the requirements of section 22-51 have been complied with, and, if granted upon 
the following terms:   
 

(1)  That sufficient barriers and lights shall be maintained.   
 
(2) That sidewalks or streets shall not be unnecessarily obstructed, and, so far as possible, 

safe and convenient ways for the use of foot travelers and vehicles shall be maintained 
around or under the obstructions. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  
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Sec. 22-54. Fee.  
 

The fees for permits to move a building or for the obstruction of sidewalks and streets 
shall be set from time to time by Order of the City Council.  Said fees shall be paid to the City 
Clerk before the issuance thereof. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1; Ord. of 12-23-03, § 2)  
 
Sec. 22-55. Permits to be issued by city clerk; hearing on denial.  
 

Permits for moving a building or obstruction of sidewalks and streets may be issued by the 
city clerk, subject to ratification by the mayor and council, said permit to be provisional until 
ratified as aforesaid. Any owner who has been refused a provisional permit shall have the right to 
a hearing before the mayor and council. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)     
 
 
Sec. 22-56. Approval of poles, obstructions, etc. generally.  
 

Each corporation, public or private, individual, company or city department or agency 
requesting a location for poles, posts, manholes or other obstruction on a sidewalk in the public 
ways of the city, shall first obtain the approval of the committee on sidewalk betterments or the 
city council. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)   
 
Sec. 22-57. Approval of bond prerequisite to permit.  
 

Such permit shall not be in force until the bond required herein has been duly executed 
and approved by the city clerk. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  
 
Sec. 22-58. Limitation on use of moving permit; no fee rebate.  
 

A permit for moving a building, if not previously used, shall become null and void and 
automatically rescinded at the expiration of thirty (30) days from and after the date on which the 
city clerk or the assistant city clerk provisionally issued the same and the applicant shall 
surrender the same at the city clerk's office forthwith. No rebate of nor credit for the fee paid 
shall be granted because of the nonuse of any permit. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)   
 
Sec. 22-59. Revocation of permits.  
 

Any permit for moving a building, or obstruction of sidewalks and streets as herein 
provided, may be revoked by the mayor and council, under the provisions of law. (Ord. of 7-21-
03, § 1)   
 
Sec. 22-60. Permit holders to observe instructions of city engineer.  
 
The owner, and all persons engaged in the moving of said building, or obstruction of said 
sidewalks and streets shall, at all times during such removal or such obstruction, observe the 
instructions relative thereto given by the city engineer, without in any manner invalidating the 
bond required, or involving the city engineer in any liability on account of such instructions. (Ord. 
of 7-21-03, § 1)  
 
Sec. 22-61. Notice to be posted on obstruction.  
 

The owner, contractor or builder who receives a permit for the obstruction of sidewalks 
and streets for building purposes, shall post in a conspicuous place on said obstruction or on the 
building connected therewith a card furnished by the city clerk; said card shall state the time for 
which the permit is granted, to whom granted and the space to be occupied by the obstruction. 
(Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)   
 
Sec. 22-62. Restoration in case of damage; indemnifying city; form of bond.  
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In case of injury or damage to a street, way or property caused by the moving of a building, or by 
the obstruction of sidewalks and streets, the owner of such building or the contractor or builder 
shall at such person's own expense restore streets, ways and property to a like condition as 
before such moving and to the satisfaction of the city engineer; provided, however, when a street 
has been paved or laid with macadam, asphalt, granite, wood block or other paving material, the 
work of putting the street in condition for travel shall be done by the city, and the person to 
whom the permit is granted shall pay the cost of the work so done, which may be recovered in an 
action of contract. The owner of said building, or the contractor or builder shall hold the city 
harmless and indemnified from all loss, cost, damage, expense and liability on account of the 
moving of said building or of the obstruction of said sidewalks and streets and give bond to said 
city of not less than five thousand dollars ($5,000.00), with sureties satisfactory to the city clerk 
therefore, in the form prescribed by the city solicitor. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 
Secs. 22-63-22-69. Reserved.  (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1) 
 

ARTICLE IV PROJECTIONS INTO STREETS OR SIDEWALKS 
 
Sec. 22-70. Permit required.  
 

No person, corporation, partnership, association or like entity shall, in any manner, place 
or maintain signs, advertising devices, clocks, marquees, public telephones, telephone booths and 
other appurtenances thereto, permanent awnings and other like structures and vending machines 
projecting into or placed on or over the surface of any street or sidewalk within the city without 
first obtaining a permit therefore as hereinafter provided. Said permit shall be obtained by filing a 
petition to the city council, in writing, signed by the petitioner or by some person for him or it 
duly authorized in writing so to do, all permits shall be granted by the city clerk except that 
permits for signs shall be issued by the city clerk, subject to the approval of the inspector of 
buildings and the city council. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)   
 
Sec. 22-71. Terms of permit.   
 

(a) Each petition shall state:   
 

(1) The exact location or locations where the sign, advertising device, clock, 
marquee, public telephone, telephone booth and other appurtenances thereto, 
permanent awning and other like structure is to be placed;  

 
(2) The date when the structure is to be placed.   

 
(b) Each petition shall be accompanied by a simple sketch of the structure to be so placed 

indicating the size by dimensions, and the exact location by measurements in relation 
to the building and curbing. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)   

 
Sec. 22-72. Conditions in granting.  
 

No permission shall be granted for placing any signs or other structures as described in 
section 22-70 until the requirements of section 22-71 have been complied with and, if granted, 
permission shall be granted upon the following terms:   
 

(1) That an agreement, prepared by the city solicitor's office, indemnifying the city of any 
liability, is signed by the petitioner or its authorized representative.   

 
(2) That a certificate of insurance naming the city as co-insured in the limits of one 

hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00)/three hundred thousand dollars 
($300,000.00) for personal injury and fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) for property 
damage be filed with the indemnity agreement. (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  

 
Sec. 22-73. Fees.  
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The fees for permission to place and maintain signs or other structures as described in 
section 22-70 and for annual permission to place a vending machine or similar structures shall be 
set from time to time by Order of the City Council.   (Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1; Ord. of 12-23-03, § 3)   
 

Chapter 23 
 

TRAFFIC* 
   
Art. I. In General, § § 23-1-23-29   
Art. II. Parking Meters, § § 23-30-23-47   
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 
Sec. 23-1. Parking supervisor program-Appointment; residence; restrictions.  
 

The mayor, with the approval of the city council, may appoint as a parking supervisor, any 
person who has been a resident of the city for the past year. Said applicant will be required to 
successfully pass a physical examination given by a physician, and a standard, qualifying 
examination given by the police department. Said applicant shall also be determined by the chief 
of police to be of good moral character. Such appointment shall not be subject to the civil service 
law or rules; nor shall a parking supervisor be entitled to any benefits of such law or rules. The 
final determination as to the fitness and qualifications of any applicant for the parking supervisor 
program, shall be made by the chief of police. Each parking supervisor shall be subject to the 
rules and regulations established for the parking supervisor program by the police department. 
(Code 1963, § 13-201; Ord. of 5-27-71, § 1)   
 
Sec. 23-2. Same-Compensation, etc.  
 

A parking supervisor shall receive such compensation and such leave with pay as the 
appointing authority shall determine. A parking supervisor shall not be subject to or entitled to 
the benefits of any retirement or pension law, nor shall any deduction be made from a parking 
supervisor's compensation for the purpose thereof. A parking supervisor shall be considered an 
employee of the city for the purposes of workers' compensation. (Code 1963, § 13-203; Ord. of 
5-27-71, § 1)   
 
Sec. 23-3. Same-Removal.  
 

Such appointment may be terminated by the chief of police at any time due to inability to 
perform or for good and sufficient cause, and shall be terminated whenever a parking supervisor 
is not performing the assigned tasks in a satisfactory manner. (Code 1963, § 13-202; Ord. of 5-
27-71, § 1)  
 
Sec. 23-4. Same-Duties and functions.  
 

A parking supervisor under the provisions hereof shall have all the powers and duties conferred 
or imposed by Chapter 90 of Massachusetts General Laws, concerning regulations pertaining to 
the parking of motor vehicles. (Code 1963, § 13-204; Ord. of 5-27-71, § 1)   
 
Sec. 23-5. School traffic committee; membership.  
 

                                                 
* Editor’s note – Acts 1958, Ch. 630, as amended by Ats 1976, Ch. 3, established, etc., a traffic 
commission, with authority to regulate traffic.  Said Acts are on file in the city clerk’s office. 
   Cross references – Boats on Sassaquin Pond , § 5-6; snow removal, § 22-19 et seq.; 
obstructing pedestrian ways, § 17-9. 
   State law reference – Authority to regulate, M.G.L.A. c. 40, § 22, c. 85, § 2. 
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There is hereby established a school traffic committee to be composed of one member of the 

city council, chosen annually by the president of the city council; one member of the school 
committee, chosen annually by the vice-chairperson of the school committee, the chief of police 
or the chief's designee, the mayor or the mayor's designee and one citizen, appointed annually by 
the mayor and confirmed by the city council. The committee shall recommend and advise on 
policy and procedure for the school crossing coordinator. (Code 1963, § 7-503; Ord. of 4-24-75; 
Ord. of 5-26-88, § 1)   
 
Sec. 23-6. School crossing coordinator; appointment, duties and functions.  
 

There shall be within the police department a school crossing coordinator appointed by the 
chief. He shall administer a school-traffic officer program to provide for traffic guards at the 
elementary and junior high schools of the city. He shall establish the qualifications and duties of 
the school crossing officers and select, train and assign said school crossing officers at such 
schools. He shall perform such other duties as determined by the mayor and city council. The 
mayor shall annually appropriate the necessary funds for such program. (Ord. of 5-26-88, § 2)  

Editor's Note-Section 2 of an ordinance adopted May 26, 1988, deleted former § 23-6, 
relative to the duties and functions of the school traffic committee, and enacted a new § 23-6 to 
read as herein set out. The provisions of former § 23-6 derived from Code 1963, § 7-504 and an 
ordinance adopted April 24, 1975.   
 
Sec. 23-7. Traffic congestion areas. 
   

(a) Definitions:  
 

Traffic congestion areas means any area or areas on public ways, designated by the chief of 
police with the approval of the traffic commission, as an area which has become so congested 
with motor vehicle traffic as to present a danger of traffic congestion, obstruction of streets, 
sidewalks and parking lots or other buildings open to the public, or interference with the use of 
property or conduct of business in the area, or that emergency vehicles cannot respond in that 
area within a reasonable period of time.  
 

Traffic contact point means any point or points within a traffic congestion area selected by the 
chief of police or his designee for the purpose of enforcing this section.   
 

(b) Each traffic congestion area shall be identified by signs posted at the beginning and end of 
the affected roadway and at each point where a public way or public alley provides ingress to 
such an area. Each sign shall state "Traffic Congestion Area 9:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m."  
 

(c) No person shall drive or permit a motor vehicle under his/her custody, care, or control to 
be driven past a traffic control point more than three (3) times within any two-hour period 
between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m.   
 

(d) Any person who violates the provisions of this section shall   
(receive written notice of the violation and shall) be punished by a fine of not more than fifty 
dollars ($50.00). Each subsequent trip past a traffic control point within the same 9:00 p.m. to 
5:00 a.m. time period shall constitute a separate violation of this section and shall be punished by 
a fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00).   
 

(e) This section shall not apply to any federal, state, or municipal official while on official 
business; any public safety or emergency vehicle; any vehicle licensed for public transportation 
including without limitation buses and taxis; [any] commercial vehicle being driven for 
commercial purposes. (Ord. of 6-15-88, § 1)   
 
Sec. 23-8. Vehicles obstructing streets and fire lanes. 
   

(a) No person shall leave any vehicle of any description, in any street or public place, so as to 
obstruct the same, after having been requested by any person having occasion to use such street 
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or public place, or after having been ordered by any member of the police force, to remove such 
obstruction.   
 

(b) No person shall obstruct or park a vehicle in any fire lane hereby established under the fire 
prevention code of the city; and, it shall be prohibited to leave a vehicle unattended in such 
designated fire lane furnishing means of access for fire apparatus to any building within the city.   
(Code 1963, § 14-139; Ord. of 9-16-80, § 1)  

Cross References-Street obstructions generally, § 22-12 et seq.; obstructing pedestrian 
ways, § 17-9.  
  
Sec. 23-9. Playing games, etc.  
 

No person shall play ball, fly a kite, raise or inflate a balloon, coast or slide down-hill upon the 
snow or ice on a sled or other vehicle, or play at any game, or do any act by which the streets 
and bridges may be obstructed or travelers incommoded or exposed to injury; except that the 
chief of police, if not against public convenience may, with the approval of the mayor, designate 
certain streets or parts thereof in which the provisions of this section shall be temporarily 
suspended.  Any apparatus for playing any type of game or recreational activity that is left 
unattended on a street or sidewalk shall be subject to removal and disposal by the Police or other 
Agent of the City.  (Code 1963, § 14-135; Ord. of 11-7-05, § 1)   
 
Sec. 23-10. Vehicles, etc., on sidewalks; blocking crosswalk-Prohibited.  
 

No person shall drive, wheel or draw any coach, cart, automobile, truck, motorcycle, bicycle, 
tricycle, velocipede, or other vehicle except a child's carriage drawn by hand, or permit any horse 
or other beast of burden under such person's care to go upon any sidewalk in the city or 
otherwise occupy, obstruct and encumber any such sidewalk; nor shall any person stop a vehicle 
or animal or unnecessarily place any obstruction on any crossing, laid in or across any street or 
public place in the city for the accommodation of pedestrians. (Code 1963, § § 14-140, 14-141)   
 
Sec. 23-11. Same-Fine for riding bicycle on sidewalk.  
 

Whoever rides a bicycle upon any sidewalk, in violation of section 23-10, shall be punished by 
a fine of not more than twenty dollars ($20.00). (Code 1963, § 14-157; Ord. of 1-9-75; Ord. of 
3-11-76)   
 
Sec. 23-12. Riding on handlebars, etc., of bicycle or motorcycle.  
 

It shall be unlawful for the operator of any bicycle or motorcycle, when upon the street, to 
carry any other person upon the handlebars, frame or tank of such vehicle, or for any person to 
so ride upon any such vehicle. (Code 1963, § 14-153)  

State Law Reference-Operation, etc. of bicycles, M.G.L.A. c. 85, § 11B.   
 
Sec. 23-13. Clinging to moving vehicles.  
 

It shall be unlawful for any person traveling upon any bicycle, motorcycle, coaster, sled, roller 
skates or any toy vehicle to cling to, or attach such person's vehicle to any other moving vehicle, 
commercial or otherwise, upon any roadway. (Code 1963, § 14-152)   
 
Sec. 23-14. Parade permit.  
 

No parade or procession shall occupy or march on any street to the exclusion or interruption of 
other persons in their individual right and use thereof, except police and fire departments, the 
organized militia, the organized naval forces, the independent chartered military organizations, 
the military and naval forces of the United States, associations wholly composed of soldiers, 
sailors or marines honorably discharged from the service of the United States, veterans of the 
National Guard or Naval Militia, the organizations of the order of the Sons of Veterans, and 
funerals, unless written permit therefore be given by the chief of police. The chief of police may 
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designate the time in which said street or parts of streets may be so occupied and how much of 
the street such procession or parade may occupy, and when so designated the chief officer of 
such procession or parade shall be responsible that the designation is obeyed. The chief of police 
shall furnish such police escort as may be necessary to protect persons and property and 
maintain the public peace and order. (Code 1963, § 14-144)   
 
Sec. 23-15. Riding on parts of vehicle not intended for passengers.  
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to ride on any bus or other vehicle upon any portion thereof 
not designed or intended for the use of passengers when the vehicle is in motion. This provision 
shall not apply to an employee engaged in the necessary discharge of a duty, or within truck 
bodies in space intended for merchandise.  (Code 1963, § 14-151)   
 
Sec. 23-16. Alighting from moving vehicle.  
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to board or alight from any bus or other vehicle while such 
bus or other vehicle is in motion. (Code 1963, § 14-150)   
 
Sec. 23-17. Using vehicle for display of advertising.  
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to park on any street any vehicle for the primary purpose of 
displaying advertising, other than as permitted on vehicles for hire. (Code 1963, § 14-148)  

Cross Reference-Advertising on vehicles for hire, § 24-14.   
 
Sec. 23-18. Soliciting rides.  
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to stand in or immediately adjacent to a roadway for the 
purpose of soliciting a ride from the operator of any vehicle, other than a common carrier of 
passengers. (Code 1963, § 14-154)   
 
Sec. 23-19. Parking vehicle for sale or repair.  
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to park upon a street any vehicle displayed for sale or for 
repairing, other than for minor or emergency repairs. (Code 1963, § 14-148)   
 
Sec. 23-20. Parking during emergencies; removal.  
 

The chief of police, with the approval of the mayor, is authorized to prohibit parking on any 
streets or parts of streets of the city and to order the removal of vehicles therefrom, for a period 
of time not to exceed two  (2) days, to insure the public safety or convenience or to facilitate the 
removal of snow or for any other reason which in the chief's opinion requires said restrictions for 
the proper carrying out of any civic or municipal purposes. The chief of police may erect suitable 
signs or barriers to accomplish the desired purpose and upon the chiefs own initiative or upon the 
request of any department head, proceed under authority of this section. Any department head 
requesting action under this section shall certify to the chief of police that the public safety or 
convenience is involved. Whenever in the chiefs opinion, the chief feels that the emergency is 
likely to last longer than the two  (2) days specified herein, such officer shall, upon issuance of 
the parking ban, notify the mayor and the president of the city council, who will schedule the 
matter for action at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the city council. (Code 1963, § 14-
143)  

Cross Reference-Snow removal, § 22-15 et seq.  
State Law Reference-Authority, M.G.L.A. c. 40, § 22D.   

 
Sec. 23-21. Parking areas for vehicles of disabled veterans or handicapped persons; 
sighs; penalties. 
   

(a) Any person or body that has lawful control of a public or private way or of improved or 
enclosed property used as off street parking areas for businesses, shopping malls, theaters, 
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auditoriums, sporting or recreational facilities, cultural centers, residential dwellings, or for any 
other place where the public has a right of access as invitees or licensees, shall reserve parking 
spaces in said off street parking . areas for any vehicle owned and operated by a disabled veteran 
or handicapped person whose vehicle bears the distinguishing license plate authorized by Section 
2 of Chapter 90 of Massachusetts General Laws, according to the following formula: If the number 
of parking spaces in any such area is more than fifteen (15) but not more than twenty-five (25), 
one parking space; more than twenty-five (25) but not more than forty (40), five (5) percent of 
such spaces but not less than two (2); more than forty (40) but not more than one hundred 
(100), four (4) percent of such spaces but not less than three (3); more than one hundred (100) 
but not more than two hundred (200), three (3) percent of such spaces but not less than four 
(4); more than two hundred (200) but not more than five hundred (500), two (2) percent of such 
spaces but not less than six (6); more than five hundred (500) but not more than one thousand 
(1,000), one and one-half (1½) percent of such spaces but not less than ten (10); more than one 
thousand (1,000) but not more than two thousand (2,000), one percent of such spaces but not 
less than fifteen  (15); more than two thousand (2,000) but less than five thousand (5,000), 
three-fourths of one percent of such spaces but not less than twenty (20); and more than five 
thousand (5,000), one-half of one percent of such spaces but not less than thirty (30).   
 

(b) Parking spaces designated as reserved under the provisions of paragraph (a) shall be 
identified by the use of above-grade signs with white lettering against a blue background and 
shall bear the words "Handicapped Parking: Special Plate Required. Unauthorized Vehicles May be 
Removed at Owner's Expense;" shall be as near as possible to a building entrance or walkway; 
shall be adjacent to curb ramps or other unobstructed methods permitting sidewalk access to a 
handicapped person; and shall be twelve (12) feet wide or two (2) eight-foot wide areas with four  
(4) feet of cross hatch between them.   
 

(c) Whoever leaves a vehicle unattended within parking spaces designated as reserved for 
vehicles owned and operated by disabled veterans or handicapped persons or leaves a vehicle 
unattended in such a manner as to obstruct a curb ramp designed for use by handicapped 
persons as a means of egress to a street or public way shall be liable to a penalty as follows: For 
the first offense, fifteen dollars ($15.00); for the second offense, twenty-five dollars ($25.00); 
and for each subsequent offense, the vehicle may be removed according to the provisions of 
Section 120D of Chapter 266 of the Massachusetts General Laws. (Ord. of 9-23-82, § 1)  
 

Editor's Note-Section 1 of an ordinance adopted Sept. 23, 1982, added a new § 3-1905 
to the 1963 Code. Said provisions have been included as § 23-21 of this Code at the discretion of 
the editor.   
 
Sec. 23-22. Trailers and structures unattached on public ways; penalties.   
 

No automobile trailer, boat trailer, utility trailer, trailer coach, any portable structure or 
vehicle so constructed and designed as to be attached to a motor vehicle and any portable 
structure or nonmotorized vehicle so constructed and designed as to permit occupancy thereof, 
for dwelling, sleeping purposes or commercial uses, shall be parked on public ways or other city 
property unless such trailer or structure is attached to a motor vehicle in a safe and proper 
fashion as it is constructed and designed to be so as to be able to be immediately towed without 
any further connections and/or adjustments by the motor vehicle to which it is so attached. 
 

Any person who violates any of the provisions of this section, shall be subject to a fine not 
exceeding three hundred dollars ($300.00). Each day that such violation continues shall 
constitute a separate offense.  
 

The chief of police or his designee shall be authorized to remove, to some convenient 
place, through the agency of a person or persons in the employ of the police department or by an 
independent contractor selected in accordance with law or ordinance, any such nonmotorized 
vehicle or trailer described above, parked or standing on any part of any way under the control of 
the city. The owner of such nonmotorized vehicle or trailer shall be liable, in addition to the above 
stated fine, for the reasonable cost of such removal, and for the storage charges, if any, resulting 
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therefrom; provided, however, that the liability so imposed for removal shall not exceed the 
prevailing rate established by the Transportation Division of the Massachusetts Department of 
Telecommunications and Energy pursuant to 220 C.M.R. 272 et. seq. as amended, and that the 
liability so imposed for storage shall not exceed the prevailing rate established by statute 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 159B, Section 6B as amended.  Notwithstanding 
anything in this section to the contrary, this section shall not apply to any trailer being currently 
used in its specific function for traffic control or for any validly permitted construction project.   
(Ord. of 10-8-87, § 1; Ord. of 4-11-90, § 1; Ord. of 2-19-03, § 1; Ord. of 8-2-05, § 1)   
 
Sec. 23-23. Heavy truck parking in residential zones.  
 

No vehicle of the following types or larger by shipping weight, as indicated by the 
manufacturers specification or passenger capacity, as indicated by the manufacturer's 
specifications, carrying any type of license plate, except for a handicapped plate in a duly 
authorized handicapped parking area, shall be parked on the streets of the city within a residence 
zone of A, B, or C at any time: Chassis-cab, fender pickup, fenderless pickup, deluxe pickup, 
compact pickup, utility truck, coupe-style cab, crew cab, truck station wagon, compact van, 
compact window van, compact window bus, compact front end section, compact step van, 
compact window van, compact window bus, compact front end section, compact step van, step 
van, forward control chassis, chassis or chassis-cowl. Reference for enforcement of this  
regulation pertaining to vehicle shipping weight and passenger capacity shall be the Red Book, 
published by the National Market Reports of specifications obtained directly from the 
manufacturer. ( Ord. of 1-9-97, § 1)  

State Law References-Residence "A" districts, § 9-208 et seq.; residence "B" districts, § 9-
218 et seq.; residence "C" districts, § 9-228 et seq.   
 
Sec. 23-24. Solicitation of contributions on public ways. 
 
 It shall be unlawful for any person under the age of eighteen (18) to stand in a public way for 
the purpose of soliciting, requesting or obtaining money or contributions of any kind from persons 
within a motor vehicle on said way.  
(Ord. Of 1-10-02, § 1) 
  Cross reference—Penalty,  § 17-18.  
 
Sec. 23-25. Motorized scooter; prohibition. 
   

(a) As used in this section a motorized scooter shall mean any two-wheeled device that has 
handlebars, is designed to be stood or sat upon by the operator and is powered by an electric, 
gasoline or alcohol fueled motor that is capable of propelling the device with or without human 
propulsion. A "motorcycle" or "motorized bicycle" as defined in Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 90, Section 1, are not "motorized scooters."   
 

(b) No person shall operate a motorized scooter on any way or on any sidewalk appurtenant 
thereto, or in any place to which the public has a right of access, or any place to which members 
of the public have access as invitees or licensees, or on any public property, schools, playgrounds 
or parks within the city.   
 

(c) No person owner, lessee or person who has under his/her custody, care or control a 
motorized scooter, shall allow or permit any person to operate a motorized scooter on any way or 
on any sidewalk appurtenant thereto, or in any place to which the public has a right of access, or 
any place to which members of the public have access as invitees or licensees, or on any public 
property, schools, playgrounds or parks within the city. (Ord. of 8-16-01, § 1)  

Cross Reference-Penalty, § 17-18.  
 
Secs. 23-26-23-29. Reserved.   
 

ARTICLE II. PARKING METERS 
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Sec. 23-30. Definitions.  
 

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the respective meanings ascribed to 
them:  

 
Loading and unloading areas: Specified areas hereafter mentioned within the parking meter 

area where it shall be unlawful for the operator of a vehicle to stop, stand or park such vehicle 
during the hours when parking meters in the immediate vicinity are in operation except for the 
discharge of passengers, merchandise or vehicular supplies.  

 
Parking meter: Any mechanical device, not inconsistent with the provisions of this article, and 

placed or erected on any public way within the city for the regulation of parking. Each  
parking meter installed shall indicate by proper legend the legal parking time established by this 
article and when operated shall at all times indicate the balance of legal parking time permitted 
and at the expiration of such period shall indicate illegal or overtime parking.  
 

Parking meter space: Any space within a parking meter zone, adjacent to a parking meter 
which is duly designated for the parking of a single vehicle by lines painted on the surface of the 
street adjacent to or adjoining each parking meter.  

 
Parking meter zone: Any street or portion thereof upon which parking meters are installed and 

in operation and upon which parking of vehicles is permitted for a limited time subject to 
compliance with the further provisions of this article.  

 
Public way: Any street, way, highway, road, parkway or parking area under the control of the 

city, and any parking lot owned or controlled by the city and described in section 23-44. (Code 
1963, § 13-105; Ord. of 7-14-66, § 4)   
 
Sec. 23-31. Acquisition, etc., of meters.  
 

The traffic commission is hereby empowered to contract for the acquisition and installation of 
parking meters provided for by this article and to maintain said meters in good workable 
condition.  (Code 1963, § 13-101; Ord. of 7-14-66, § 1; Ord. of 5-27-71)   
 
Sec. 23-32. Parking meter spaces.  
 

The traffic commission is hereby authorized and directed to establish parking meter spaces on 
any public way within the city and in such parking meter zones as are herein specified, or as may 
be hereafter fixed by ordinance, and to indicate the same by white markings upon the surface of 
the highway. (Code 1963, § 13-103; Ord. of 7-14-66, § 3)   
 
Sec. 23-33. Meter operation.  
 

The traffic commission is hereby authorized and directed to install parking meters on any 
public way within the city and within the areas described in this article or cause the same to be so 
installed. The meters shall be placed at intervals of not less than twenty (20) feet apart and not 
less than twelve (12) inches nor more than twenty-four (24) inches from the face of the curb 
adjacent to individual meter spaces. Meters shall be so constructed as to display a signal showing 
legal parking upon the deposit therein of the proper coin or coins of the United States as indicated 
by instructions on said meters and for such period of time as is or shall be indicated by ordinance. 
Said signal shall remain in evidence until expiration of the parking period designated at which 
time a dropping of a signal automatically or some other mechanical operation shall indicate 
expiration of said parking period. (Code 1963, § 13-102; Ord. of 7-14-66, § 2)  
 
Sec. 23-34. Manner of parking.  
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to park a vehicle within a parking meter space unless such 
vehicle is wholly within the painted lines adjacent to such meter. (Code 1963, § 13-110)   
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Sec. 23-35. Deposit of coins; maximum parking time.  
 

Whenever any vehicle shall be parked adjacent to a parking meter the owner or operator of 
said vehicle shall park within the space designated by street marking lines and, upon entering 
such space shall immediately deposit in said meter the required coin of the United States for the 
maximum legal parking period both as indicated or shown on the meter and if so required set the 
mechanism in motion. The maximum parking time in any parking meter zone or municipal 
parking area within the city and the fee for said maximum parking time, or for any proportionate 
period or periods of said maximum parking time, shall be determined by the traffic commission of 
the city.  (Code 1963, § 13-108; Ord. of 7-14-66, § 1)   
 
Sec. 23-36. Collection from meters.  
 

The executive secretary of the traffic commission is hereby designated as the person 
authorized to collect monies deposited in parking meters or to cause the same to be collected. 
Such monies shall be deposited forthwith with the city treasurer in a separate account to be 
known as the City of New Bedford Parking Meter Account.  (Code 1963, § 13-106; Ord. of 5-27-
71)   
 
Sec. 23-37. Other traffic regulations.  
 

Nothing contained in this parking meter article shall be construed to prohibit the making of 
provisions for bus stops, taxicab stands, service zones and loading zones on any street or portion 
of street which has been or may hereafter be designated herein as a parking meter zone. (Code 
1963, § 13-104)   
 
Sec. 23-38. Use of revenue.  
 

All fees received by the city from the operation and use of parking meters shall be used as 
authorized by the General Laws. (Code 1963, § 13-107)  

State Law References-Use of fees, M.G.L.A. c. 40, § 22A; off-street parking areas, M.G.L.A. 
c. 40, § 22B)   
 
Sec. 23-39. Parking beyond legal limit.  
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to deposit or cause to be deposited in a parking meter any 
coin for the purpose of permitting the vehicle of which such person is in charge to remain in a 
parking space beyond the maximum period of time allowed in a particular zone.   
(Code 1963, § 13-109)  
 
Sec. 23-40. Prima facie evidence of violation.  
 

Any motor vehicle parked in a parking meter space in which the meter registers "Expired," 
"Violation When All Red," or similar words shall be prima facie evidence of a violation of this 
article. (Code 1963, § 13-109-A)   
 
Sec. 23-41. Tampering; slugs, etc.  
 

It shall be unlawful for any unauthorized person to tamper with, break, injure or destroy any 
parking meter or to deposit or cause to be deposited in such meter any slug, device or metallic 
substance or any other substitute for the coins required. (Code 1963, § 13-111)   
 
Sec. 23-42. Paraplegics exempt.  
 

Paraplegics shall be exempt from the provisions of this article. (Code 1963, § 13-113)   
 
Sec. 23-43. Commercial vehicles; loading, etc.  
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Operators of commercial vehicles may park in a metered space without depositing a coin for a 
period not to exceed thirty (30) minutes for purposes of loading or unloading. Parking in excess of 
this time limit without depositing the proper coin shall be deemed a violation of the provisions of 
this article. (Code 1963, § 13-112)   
 
Sec. 23-44. Metered municipally-owned parking lots, establishment, etc.  
 

Metered parking is hereby established on the city-owned property hereinafter enumerated. 
 

Parking on the square bounded by Sixth, Elm, Pleasant Streets and Mechanics Lane, 
designated as a parking area December 30, 1922, and known as the municipal lot, is hereby 
limited to two  (2) hours from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and on Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 
p.m., Sundays and legal holidays excepted.  

 
Parking on the area at the southeast corner of William Street and Acushnet Avenue, 

designated as a parking area and known as the William Street Parking Lot is hereby limited to two  
(2) hours from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., and on Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., Sundays 
and legal holidays excepted.  

 
Parking on the area of the west side of County Street between Katherine Street and Winsor 

Street, designated as a parking area and known as the County Street Parking Lot, is hereby 
limited to two (2) hours from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Sundays and legal holidays excepted. 
(Code 1963, § 13-116; Ord. of 7-14-66, § 6)  
 
Sec. 23-45. Same-Custody.  
 

The care, custody and control of all municipally-owned metered parking lots and municipal 
parking areas now owned or hereafter acquired shall be in the traffic commission. (Code 1963, § 
13-117; Ord. of 7-14-66, § 7)   
 
Sec. 23-46. Enforcement.  
 

It shall be the duty of police officers to enforce the provisions of this article. (Code 1963, § 13-
114)   
 
Sec. 23-47. Penalties.  
 

Any person who violates any parking provisions of this article shall be subject to the penalties 
provided by Chapter 90, Section 20A of Massachusetts General Laws and any other violations 
shall be punishable as may be provided by law.  (Code 1963, § 13-114)  
 

Chapter 24 
 

VEHICLES FOR HIRE* 
 
Sec. 24-1. License required.  
 

No person shall operate a vehicle for hire for transportation of passengers in the manner of 
a taxicab or a hackney coach, or transport, for hire, goods, wares, merchandise, ashes or rubbish, 
within the city without first obtaining a license as hereinafter provided.   
 

Anyone found in violation of this subsection shall be punished by a fine of Three Hundred 
Dollars ($300.00) for each offense.  Each day that such violation continues shall constitute a 
separate offense. 
(Code 1963, § 12-101; Ord. of 1-27-03, § 1)   

                                                 
* Cross reference – Parking of commercial vehicles in parking meter space, § 23-43. 
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Sec. 24-2. Licensing authority.  
 

Authority is hereby delegated to the city clerk to issue all licenses under this chapter, subject 
to the limitations contained herein. (Code 1963, § 12-104)   
 
Sec. 24-3. Classes of vehicles. 
   

(a) A vehicle that is to be used for transportation of passengers for hire and not operating as a 
common carrier under provisions of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 159, sections 1 
through 105, and amendments thereto, shall be deemed to be and known as a class A public 
vehicle.   
 

(b) A vehicle used for the transportation of goods, wares, merchandise, ashes and rubbish 
shall be deemed to be and known as a class B public vehicle.  (Code 1963, § § 12-102, 12-103)   
 
Sec. 24-4. Application for license; information.   
 

Applications for vehicle licenses and medallions and identification plates shall be made at 
the office of the city clerk.  Applications for licenses and medallions and identification plates shall 
set forth such information as the city clerk may require, in addition to the following information:  
The full name of the owner of the vehicle for which a license and medallion and identification plate 
is desired, the home address and the business location of the applicant; the make, type and 
engine number of the vehicle; the current Massachusetts registration number (Massachusetts 
registration certificate shall be displayed at the city clerk’s office); whether the owner of the class 
A vehicle is to drive and operate the vehicle under the license, or whether a licensed public 
vehicle driver, as hereinafter provided, is to be employed, or to act as an independent contractor 
relative to said license, medallion and identification plates. 
 

The passenger seating capacity of the vehicle, exclusive of the driver shall be stated in 
class A applications; and in class B applications, the rated capacity of the vehicles shall be 
specified. 
 

It shall be a further requirement that in order to operate such a vehicle that the vehicle 
have a taxi plate and no other license plate shall be permitted in order to license said vehicle. 
(Code 1963, § 12-106; Ord. of 1-27-03, § 1)  
  
Sec. 24-5. Investigation.  
 

Before granting any license under this chapter, the city clerk shall be satisfied by investigation 
through, the police department or by such other means as such clerk deems desirable, that the 
applicant is legally entitled to exercise the license and is eligible therefore under the provisions of 
this chapter.  (Code 1963, § 12-105)   
 
Sec. 24-6. Issuance of licenses. 
   

(a) Licenses for class A public vehicles shall be issued by the city clerk to suitable persons and 
to corporations authorized to conduct a taxicab business by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
provided, that no such license shall ever be issued to any person who, or corporation if any officer 
thereof, has been convicted of violating the controlled substance laws or convicted of any other 
felony when such crime involved the use of a class A public vehicle.   
 

(b) Licenses for class B public vehicles may be granted to any suitable person or corporation. 
(Code 1963, § 12-108; Ord. of 11-21-89, § 1)   
 
Sec. 24-7. Limitation on number of licenses. 
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(a) No more than sixty-five (65) class A public vehicle licenses shall be outstanding and in 

force at any one time.   
 

(b) No person or corporation shall either directly or indirectly own or operate more than thirty-
five (35) class A public vehicles at any one time.   
 

(c) The city council may suspend or revoke class A licenses for violation of this section. (Code 
1963, § 12-107; Ord. of 4-25-02, § 1)   
 
Sec. 24-8. Fee and identification cards.  
 

A fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) shall be paid to the city before the issuance of a public 
vehicle license of either class and all class B licensees shall be furnished with an identification 
card for each licensed vehicle which shall be kept in the cab. (Code 1963, § 12-110; Ord. of 1-14-
82, § 1; Ord. of 11-10-88, § 1)   
 
Sec. 24-9. Term of licenses.  
 

All class A and B licenses granted under the provisions of this chapter shall expire December 
thirty-first,-in the year in which they are granted, except that licenses may be granted in 
December of one year and effective January first of the succeeding year. (Code 1963, § 12-113)   
 
Sec. 24-10. Insurance.  
 

No public vehicle license, class A or class B, shall be issued by the city clerk until the applicant 
shall have presented, to be filed with the application, a certificate of an insurance company 
authorized to transact business in the commonwealth stating that the vehicle to which the license 
applies is properly insured under the laws of the commonwealth or a certificate of a surety 
company authorized to transact business in the commonwealth as surety, stating that a motor 
vehicle liability bond, payable to the commonwealth, which covers such motor vehicle, conforms 
to the provisions of section 113A of Chapter 175 of Massachusetts General Laws, and runs for a 
period at least coterminous with such registration, has been executed by such applicant as 
principal and by such surety company as surety. Said certificate shall state the name and address 
of the owner of the vehicle, the name of the company in which the licensee is insured, the 
amount and character of insurance or bond, and a statement that the insurance policy or bond is 
applicable to passengers lawfully riding in the vehicle under the provisions of the ordinances of 
the city. Said insurance or bond shall be to the amount or limit on account of injury to or death of 
any one person and on account of any one accident resulting in the injury or death of more than 
one person as provided in Massachusetts General Laws, and further certifying that said policy or 
bond shall not be cancelled without giving the city clerk five (5) days' notice thereof. When notice 
of cancellation of an insurance policy or bond is received by the city clerk the licensee shall be 
notified, and unless the licensee shall, before the expiration of the policy or bond to be cancelled, 
submit a new certificate of a valid insurance policy or bond, the licensee shall return and 
surrender the class A public vehicle license. Failure on the part of the licensee to surrender 
promptly the license shall be reason and cause for suspension or revocation of the license by the 
city clerk, provided, however, that the license may be returned to the licensee by the city clerk on 
the presentation for filing of a new certificate of valid insurance or bond complying with this 
chapter. (Code 1963, § 12-112; Ord. of 11-23-65)   
 
Sec. 24-11. Class A licenses posted; fixed routes prohibited; cleanliness; number of 
passengers. 
   

(a) Every vehicle operating under a class A license shall maintain, conspicuously posted inside 
said vehicle, a printed card bearing the name of the owner, the owner's address and the class A 
license number.   
 

(b) Vehicles operating under a class A license shall not establish and maintain therefore any 
route between fixed terminals.   
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(c) Vehicles operating under a class A license shall at all times be kept clean and fit for 
occupancy and in safe operating condition as required by law.   
 

(d) No public vehicle shall carry more passengers than the number designated as to seating 
capacity in the license. (Code 1963, § 12-117)   
 
Sec. 24-12. Transfer of license.  
 

A class A license may be transferred or assigned to another person, or to another vehicle, by 
application to the city clerk, subject to the same conditions contained in section 24-6, concerning 
original applicants. Any applicant for transfer or assignment of a class A license may appeal from 
the decision of the city clerk to the city council. The fee for registration and issuance of a transfer 
to another vehicle shall be seventy-five cents ($0.75). (Code 1963, § 12-114)  
 
Sec. 24-13. Renewal of class A and class B licenses.  
 

Holders of Class A licenses and medallions and identification plates shall be entitled to 
annual renewal of said licenses and medallions and identification plates, unless the same have 
been surrendered or revoked, and provided further that proper renewal application is made prior 
to January fifteenth in any license year.  
 

Holders of Class B licenses shall be entitled to annual renewal of said licenses unless the 
same have been suspended or revoked, and provided further that proper renewal application is 
made prior to January tenth in any license year.  (Code 1963, § 12-109; Ord. of 1-27-03, § 1)   
 
Sec. 24-14. Lettering class A vehicles.  
 

All licensed class A vehicles shall have on said vehicle, so as to be visible from the rear, in 
contrasting colors, the class A license number issued by the city clerk. A class A licensee shall 
completely obliterate the foregoing lettering whenever such person disposes of the licensed 
vehicle. Advertising displays which do not screen the foregoing or hide the same from clear view 
may be carried on class A vehicles. (Code 1963, § 12-111)   
 
Sec. 24-15. Taximeters; rates.  
  

(a) No vehicle shall be licensed or operated as a class A public vehicle unless and until the 
same is equipped with a taximeter.   
 

(b) The term "taximeter" shall mean a mechanical instrument or device by which the charge 
for hire of a class A public vehicle at a predetermined rate or rates is mechanically calculated and 
registered, either for distance traveled or for waiting time, or both, and upon which such charge 
shall be indicated by means of figures.   
 

(c) No class A vehicle shall be licensed until the taximeter attached thereto shall have been 
approved and sealed by the office of the sealer of weights and measures. After sundown, the face 
of every taximeter shall be illuminated by a suitable light so arranged as to throw a continuous 
steady light thereon. Upon an order of the chief of police and city clerk a licensee shall have the 
taximeter re-inspected.   
 

(d) Waiting time shall include all time during which the class A public vehicle is not in motion, 
beginning five (5) minutes after its arrival at the place to which it has been called, or if engaged 
in the street or at a stand, beginning five (5) minutes after the time of such engagement. A 
charge as provided in subsection (j) hereof may be made, but no charge shall be made for time 
lost through the inefficiency of the vehicle or its driver, or for time between premature arrival in 
respect to a call and the hour for which the vehicle was ordered.   
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(e) Each taximeter must be furnished with a tamper-proof switch and system of electrical 

distribution, so that when the taximeter flag is in the vacant or noncarrying position, the vacant 
sign on the top of the taxicab will be lighted, and when the meter flag is in the earning position, 
the fare indicator on the taximeter will be lighted.   
 

(f) Such taximeters must register upon visual counters the following items:   
 

(1) Total miles. 
  
(2) Paid miles.   

 
(3) Number of units.   

 
(4) Number of trips.   

 
(5) Number of extras.   

 
(g) No driver of a taxicab equipped with a taximeter while carrying passengers or under 

employment shall display the signal affixed to such taximeter in such a position as to denote such 
vehicle is not employed, or in such position to denote that the vehicle is employed at a rate of 
fare different from that to which the operator is entitled under the provisions of this chapter. It 
shall be the duty of the driver to call the attention of passengers to the amount registered and 
the taxicab flag shall not be changed to "Vacant" position until after the fare is paid. If demanded 
by the passenger, the driver in charge of a taxicab shall deliver to the person paying for the hiring 
of the same at the time of such payment a receipt therefore in legible type or writing containing 
the name of the owner, the city license number or the driver's city license number, or the 
taximeter number, and any items for which a charge is made, the total amount paid, and the day 
and time of payment.   
 

(h) No person shall drive a taxicab to which is attached a taximeter that has not been duly 
inspected and approved. It shall be unlawful to change the size of the wheels or tires of a taxicab 
or the gears operating the taximeter or to change a taximeter from one taxicab to another unless 
the taximeter is retested and approved.   
 

(i) It shall be unlawful for any person owning, operating or driving a taxicab as herein defined 
to operate or drive such taxicab unless such taximeter is used in determining the fare to be 
charged and no other or different fare shall be charged to passenger than is recorded on the 
reading face of said taximeter for a trip, except that the hourly rate may be used at mutual 
agreement of passenger and owner of the taxicab. No other rates or methods of measuring the 
distance or time charges shall be allowed except as herein provided.   
 

(j) No taxicab license and no person in charge of or operating a taxicab shall demand, charge, 
arrange, accept or receive any rate in excess of or below the rates established by this chapter. 
The price or rates of fare which any person owning, operating or controlling any licensed class A 
public vehicle within the limits of the city may charge and demand and which shall be determined 
by a taximeter shall be:   
 

(1) When a taxicab is engaged the rate will be .......................…….. $ 1.75  
 

(2) For each succeeding 1/10 mile or fraction thereof..................…..... .25  
 

(3) For each 41 seconds of waiting time or fraction thereof ................ . 25  
 
In addition to the foregoing, such class A public vehicles may install, but shall not be required to 
install, a metering system which measures according to "traffic/delay-dollar/hours" method, 
measuring for either time or distance in the event such vehicles are delayed in traffic for 
unusually long periods of time.  (Ord. of 3-12-87, § 1; Ord. of 11-20-90, § 1; Ord. of 10-12-95, § 
1; Ord. of 12-16-99, § 1, Ord. of 6-25-04, §§ 1 & 2; Ord. of 11-15-05, §§ 1-3)  
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Sec. 24-16. Stopping for passengers; public stands. 
   

(a) No class - A vehicle shall be allowed to stand or to wait for passengers in any street, 
square or public place, except on such portions thereof as may be designated therefore by the 
traffic commission.   
 

(b) Each such vehicle shall be placed with its right side close to the curb and a space of not 
less than three (3) feet shall be maintained at all times between vehicles within such designated 
public stands. Public stands shall be plainly designated by suitable markers provided and 
maintained by the police department, and no vehicle, other than those regularly licensed as class 
A vehicles shall occupy such stand.   
 

(c) Ordinances limiting parking in the streets shall not apply to portions of streets or ways 
designated as public taxi stands.   
 

(d) When a vehicle leaves the line within a public stand, those in the rear shall move up to 
cover the place left vacant. The driver of a class A vehicle seeking a position at such stand shall 
take a position at the foot of the line within the designated location. (Code 1963, § 12-116)   
 
Sec. 24-17. Drivers' licenses-Required.  
 

No owner or other person shall drive or operate a vehicle in the business of transporting 
passengers for hire, under a class A license, unless and until a taxi driver license is issued to such 
person by the city clerk. (Code 1963, § 12-118)   
 
Sec. 24-18. Same-Application; photograph; renewals. 
   

(a) Application for a license to drive or operate class A vehicles shall be made at the office of 
the city clerk. Applications shall set forth, under the penalties of perjury, such information as the 
city clerk may require, in addition to the following information: Name of applicant, the number of 
applicant's license to operate motor vehicles in the commonwealth, and the date of the expiration 
of said license, which state license shall be displayed at the time of making application; also the 
name of the person by which applicant is to be employed, and if not employed, from whom 
applicant is leasing or renting a class A vehicle.   
 

(b) The applicant shall, at applicant's own expense, furnish the city clerk with two (2) two-inch 
by two-inch photographs of applicant before the license is issued, one of which shall be affixed to 
the license, and the other used in connection with the office record. In case of renewals, the 
applicant shall not be required to provide new photographs, providing those in existence are in 
good condition, but applicant must surrender the old license. (Code 1963, § 12-119; Ord. of 12-
13-79, § 1)   
 
Sec. 24-19. Same-Qualifications.  
 

Licenses as taxicab drivers may be granted to suitable persons of good character, eighteen  
(18) years of age or over, otherwise qualified to operate vehicles, provided they can read, write,  
speak, understand or can otherwise communicate in the English language, and they have not 
been convicted, within three (3) years of the date of application, or larceny; illegal gaming, illegal 
keeping, transporting or sale of liquor, drugs or controlled substances; immoral conduct; driving 
under the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs; leaving the scene of a motor vehicle accident 
after causing injury or damage to a person or property; driving so as to endanger life or property; 
any felony or the violation of any of the terms of this chapter. Notwithstanding the preceding, no 
taxicab driver's license shall ever be issued to any person who has been convicted of violating the 
controlled substance laws or convicted of any of the above when such crime involved the use of a 
class A public vehicle.  
 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
In the event that the individual is duly qualified for a taxi driver's license and is unable to 

speak 4s a result of physical disability or impairment, the above requirement that the individual 
speak the English language will be waived. (Code 1963, § 12-120; Ord. of 12-28-72; Ord. of 9-
13-73; Ord. of 3-13-80, § 1; Ord. of 11-21-89, § 2; Ord. of 6-13-91, § 1)   
 
Sec. 24-20. Same-Form; expiration, automatic suspension.  
 

The license shall contain a description of the person licensed, together with a photograph of 
the licensee as abovementioned, and such other data as the city clerk may deem advisable. Said 
license shall expire two  (2) years from the date of issuance thereof. The suspension of the 
license to operate motor vehicles in the commonwealth shall automatically suspend the taxi driver 
license.  (Code 1963, § 12-122; Ord. of 9-11-69)   
 
Sec. 24-21. Same-Badges.  
 

At the time of issuing the license, the city clerk shall deliver a badge. The badge shall be worn 
properly by the driver on the cap at all times when operating a licensed vehicle for the 
transportation of passengers for hire (except when engaged for funerals or weddings.) The badge 
shall bear the words "New Bedford Taxi Driver" and badges shall be numbered serially. The 
number of the badge issued to a licensee shall be noted on the license. Said badge shall be kept 
in repair by the licensee and shall remain the property of the city, to be returned to the city 
clerk's office should the license be revoked or suspended, or should licensee cease to be 
employed as a taxi driver. A driver or operator renewing a license may retain a badge previously 
issued if it is displayed at the time of issuance of a new license. If a badge is lost, the licensee 
shall immediately report the fact to the city clerk who shall issue another badge to the licensee on 
payment of the charge of five dollars ($5.00), and the new badge number and date of issue shall 
be noted on the license. (Code 1963, § 12-124; Ord. of 8-17-72; Ord. of 11-23-82, § 1)   
 
Sec. 24-22. Same-Fees.  
 

The annual fee for an operator of a class A public vehicle shall be ten  (Code 1963, § 12-123; 
Ord. of 1-14-82, § 2; Ord. of 11-10-88, § 1)  
 
Sec. 24-23. Notice by driver of change of employer; notice of - resignation or dismissal. 
   

(a) No taxi driver shall serve or be employed in such capacity by any class A licensee, nor 
lease or rent a vehicle from such class A license, other than the one mentioned in such driver's 
application without the consent of the city clerk, who shall make an office record of such change, 
and a violation of this provision shall be sufficient cause for immediate suspension of the taxi 
driver's license issued by the city clerk.   
 

(b) Class A licensees must immediately notify the city clerk of the resignation or dismissal of 
any taxi driver employed by them, or leasing or renting a vehicle from them. (Code 1963, § 12-
121; Ord. of 12-13-79, § 2)   
 
Sec. 24-24. Regulation of drivers.   
 

(a) The driver of a class A vehicle shall not smoke while any passenger is being 
transported therein. The driver shall keep the class A vehicle in such driver's charge clean and fit 
for occupancy.   
 

(b) Every driver of a class A vehicle shall stop it to receive or to discharge passengers with 
the right side of the vehicle at the street curb, except on one-way streets and shall not permit 
any passenger to enter or leave the vehicle except on the side thereof nearest the street curb. No 
licensed vehicle shall be stopped to take on or deliver passengers, within ten  (10) feet of a street 
crossing, or of a hydrant, or of a white pole or sign designated as bus stopping place.   
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(c) No driver of a class A vehicle, nor any person for such driver, shall solicit passengers in 

an objectionable manner, or by shouting from the vehicle while it is in motion.   
 

(d) Without the consent of a prior passenger, no driver of a class A vehicle shall take in or 
carry any passenger after the vehicle has been occupied or engaged, and no prior passenger shall 
be requested or obliged to pay an extra fare or fee for such refusal.   
 

 (e) When a class A vehicle is in operation, and not engaged, no driver shall refuse to 
furnish service, on demand, to any orderly person, properly presenting such person's self, for 
lawful purposes or to any blind person or persons utilizing the assistance of a seeing eye dog.  
Violation of this paragraph shall result in punishment of a fine of not more than three hundred 
dollars ($300) and shall be considered good reason for suspension or revocation of a license 
under section 24-26.   
 

(f) Every taxi driver shall be neat, clean and suitably dressed.   
 

(g) It shall be unlawful for any driver of a class A vehicle to intercept and respond to a 
radio dispatch to pick up a passenger not intended for such driver, thus depriving the dispatched 
driver of his rightful fare. Violation of the paragraph shall be punished by a fine of not more than 
three hundred dollars ($300.00).   
(Code 1963, § 12-127; Ord. of 5-14-92, § 1; Ord. of 7-21-03, § 1)  
 
Sec. 24-25. Inspection and supervision; suspension of license authorized. 
   

(a) Any police officer at any time may make inspections of class A vehicles and of drivers 
thereof to see that vehicles are clean, and that all provisions of law and ordinance are complied 
with. A report shall be made to the chief of police of any violation that appears to warrant action 
by the chief.   
 

(b) When, in the opinion of the chief of police, public interest and safety require that the 
operation of any class A vehicle be prohibited, or that the license of any taxi driver be suspended, 
such officer shall notify the city clerk in writing to that effect, at the same time furnishing the city 
clerk with concise statement of the facts. Upon receipt of such information from the chief of 
police, the city clerk shall immediately suspend the license of the vehicle or the driver involved, or 
both, and report said matter to the city council for further action. Further, that the chief of police 
be directed to notify the city clerk immediately of any taxi driver or holder of a class A license, 
who has been involved in any activity which warrants such suspension. (Code 1963, § 12-128; 
Ord. of 5-10-01, § 1)   
 
Sec. 24-26. Suspension or revocation of license-Generally.  
 

To the extent permitted by law, a license may be suspended or revoked by the mayor and 
council without a hearing, for good reason. (Code 1963, § 12-125)   
 
Sec. 24-27. Same-Revocation upon conviction of licensee.  
 

(a) The license of any taxicab driver who is convicted of any of the crimes enumerated in 
section 24-19 of this chapter shall be revoked immediately by the city clerk, provided that the 
license of any taxicab driver who is convicted of violating the controlled substance laws or 
convicted of any of the crimes enumerated in section 24-19 when such crime involved the use of 
a class A public vehicle shall be permanently revoked.   
 

(b) The city clerk shall notify the city council of the failure of any class A licensee to cooperate 
in carrying out any provisions of this chapter, and if in the opinion of the city council the public 
interest or safety requires the revocation of any class A license, said license may be revoked 
without a hearing.   
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(c) Any affirmative action shall be submitted to the mayor for such mayor's approval, in 

accordance with the provisions of section 55 of Chapter 43 of Massachusetts General Laws. (Code 
1963, § 12-126; Ord. of 11-21-89, § 3)  
 
Sec. 24-28.  Each vehicle licensed for hire in accordance with this chapter shall first obtain an 
identification plate from the city clerk, which said plate shall be securely affixed to the trunk on 
the driver’s side of said vehicle.  The cost of said plate shall be $100.00 per year, per vehicle.  
(Ord. of 1-27-03, § 1) 
 
Sec. 24-29.  Each vehicle licensed for hire in accordance with this chapter shall first obtain a 
medallion which shall be considered personal property and shall be issued by the city clerk.  All 
present class A license holders as of December 17, 2002 shall be entitled to the receipt of a 
medallion for each class A license which they hold as of said date.  The value of said medallions 
for tax or re-issuance purposes shall be five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) and said medallions 
shall be considered the personal property of those individuals to whom they are initially issued 
and subsequently sold or transferred to as hereinafter provided.  The initial holder of said 
medallion shall be entitled to renew the ownership of the same on an annual basis for a fee of one 
hundred dollars ($100.00) paid by December 31st of each year for the following calendar year.  
There shall be a fifteen-day grace period for the payment of said fee.  In the event that the 
medallion is not renewed within said period of time, the same shall revert to the City and the city 
clerk shall be authorized to issue said medallion to any other qualified individual upon the 
payment of a fee to the City of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00).  A medallion may be sold or 
transferred or assigned to another person by the holder thereof.  Any additional medallions over 
the presently authorized sixty-five (65) medallions to be issued to those individuals who presently 
hold Class A licenses in accordance with § 24-7 of the New Bedford Code by the city council shall 
be distributed after a public auction held by the City, and the proceeds from the sale of said 
medallions shall be paid to the City of New Bedford.  All medallions will be considered the 
personal property of the holders thereof and shall be subject to the rules and regulations 
concerning renewal, transfer and sale as contained herein.  Once the required renewal fee has 
been paid relative to each medallion, it shall remain in the possession of the City Clerk until the 
required inspection is completed for the subject vehicle, but shall continue, during that time, to 
be the personal property of the holder thereof, and not the City of New Bedford.  All of the 
remaining provisions of Chapter 24 of this Code shall be considered to be amended to conform 
with the provisions hereof.  (Ord. of 1-27-03, § 1) 
 

Chapter 25 
 

VETERANS 
 
Sec. 25-1. Director of veterans' services-Appointment.  
 

The mayor, subject to confirmation by the city council, shall annually in April, appoint a 
veteran as director of veterans' services. (Code 1963, § 1-901)   
 
Sec. 25-2. Same-Head of department of veterans' services.  
 

The director of veterans' services shall be in charge of a department of veterans' services 
which shall furnish such information, advice and assistance to veterans as may be necessary to 
enable, them to procure the benefits to which they are or may be entitled relative to employment, 
vocational or other educational opportunities, hospitalization, medical care, pensions and other 
veterans' benefits.  (Code 1963, § 1-902)  

State Law Reference-Local department, M.G.L.A. c. 115, § 10.   
 
Sec. 25-3. Same-Establishing and maintaining an honor roll.  
 

To perpetuate and properly recognize the sacrifices of our local residents who have been, now 
are, or may be in the armed services of our country during the present world conflict, namely 
World War II, the director of veterans' services is hereby instructed to establish and maintain a 
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roll of honor in the department. The necessary information shall be obtained by the director of 
veterans' services from all available sources. All records contained in said roll of honor shall be 
open to public inspection. The director of veterans' services shall make up the roll in such manner 
as such director shall determine to be most efficient and practical. No charge shall be made for 
entries in said roll, but the expense of preparing and maintaining the same shall be provided for 
in the annual appropriation made for the veterans' services department. (Code 1963, § 1-903)   
 
Sec. 25-4. Veterans' agent-Appointment.  
 

The mayor shall annually in April, appoint a veterans' agent to act for the mayor in the 
disbursement of veterans' benefits.  (Code 1963, § 1-401)  

Cross Reference-Establishment of Unit C Classification and Salary Plan, § 19-7.  
State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 115, § 3.   

 
Sec. 25-5. Same-Investigations of claims.  
 

The veterans' agent shall, from time to time, after the original allowance of any claim for 
veterans' benefits, make such investigations of the necessities and qualifications of the claimant 
as to prevent the payment of any such benefits contrary to any provisions of Massachusetts 
General Laws, Chapter 115.  (Code 1963, § 1-402)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 115, § 3.  
 
Sec. 25-6. Same-Recording discharges, etc.  
 

Upon the request of any resident veteran, the veteran's agent shall record the veteran's 
discharge or release papers, without charge, in books kept by such agent for that purpose. The 
agent shall keep an index of papers so recorded, and copies thereof, if attested by such agent 
shall be admissible in evidence to the same extent and with the same effect as the originals.   
(Code 1963, § 1-403)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 115, § 3.   
 
Sec. 25-7. Same-As burial agent.  
 

The veterans' agent shall also be the burial agent. (Code 1963, § 1-404)  
State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 115, § 7.   

 
Sec. 25-8. Veterans' graves officer-Appointment.  
 

Annually in April, the mayor shall appoint a resident of the city, preferably a veteran, who shall 
cause every veterans' grave within the city to be suitably kept and care for.  (Code 1963, § 1-
501)  

State Law Reference-Similar provisions, M.G.L.A. c. 115, § 9.   
 
Sec. 25-9. Same-Appropriation for care. 
   

(a) If the cost of such care and maintenance is not paid by private persons, or by trustees of 
the cemeteries where any such grave is situated, it shall be paid by the city and the city may 
appropriate money therefore.   
 

(b) Money so appropriated may be expended directly by the city or paid over to the trustees or 
manager of any cemetery where any such grave is situated; but the sum so paid over in any year 
shall not exceed for each grave the sum charged for the annual care and maintenance of like lots 
in the same cemetery, or, if no such charge is made in that cemetery, it shall not exceed the sum 
charged in other cemeteries in the city for like services. (Code 1963, § § 1-502, 1-503)   
 
Sec. 25-10. Veterans advisory board-Appointment, qualifications, and compensation of 
members.  
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(a) There is hereby established under Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 115, Section 12, 

within the Department of Veterans Services, a veterans advisory board, hereinafter called the 
board, which shall consist of eleven (11) members, each of whom shall reside in the city and be 
appointed by the mayor. Two (2) such members shall be veterans of World War I, two (2) shall 
be veterans of World War II, two (2) shall be veterans of the Korean War, two (2) shall be 
veterans of the Vietnam War, two (2) shall be Persian Gulf veterans, and one shall be from the 
public at large, provided that membership on the board consists of at least one female veteran.  
 

(b) Of the nine (9) members originally appointed to the board, three shall be appointed for a 
term of one year, three shall be appointed for a term of two (2) years, and three shall be 
appointed for a term of three  (3) years. Thereafter, as the terms of the original appointees 
expire, their successors shall be appointed for three-year terms.   
 

(c) In the event of the death or resignation of any member, a successor from the same class of 
veterans shall be appointed by the mayor to serve the unexpired term. Should there be no living 
member in the class of veterans mentioned in paragraph (a), then appointments shall be made of 
veterans from the post-Vietnam conflict.   
 

(d) The qualifications of the members of the board shall be in accordance with the rules and 
regulations formulated by the Commissioners of Veterans Services as directed by Massachusetts 
General Laws, Chapter 115, Section 12.   
 

(e) The members shall annually in January elect a chairperson, vice-chairperson and secretary.   
 

(f) The members of the board shall serve without compensation. (Ord. of 10-23-86, § 1; Ord. 
of 1-11-96, § 1)   
 
Sec. 25-11. Same-Duties.  
 

The board shall make recommendations and render such assistance to the Director of Veterans 
Services, relative to the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 115, except as to 
sections 1 to 9 inclusive, as said director may request.  
 

APPENDIX A 
 

RESERVED* 
 

CODE COMPARATIVE TABLE 
 

Section 4.04 1963 CODE 
 

This table gives the location within the Code of those sections of the 1963 Code, which are 
included herein. Sections of the 1963 Code not listed herein have been omitted as repealed, 
superseded, obsolete or not of a general and permanent nature. For the location of ordinances 
adopted subsequent thereto, see the table immediately following this table. 
 
Code 1963  
Section 

Section 
this Code 

Code 1963  
Section 

Section  
this Code 

    
1-101 2-20 1-314 10-65 
1-102 2-24 1-315 10-55 
1-103 2-25 1-316 10-66 
1-104 2-26 1-317 10-67 

                                                 
* Editor’s note – At the discretion of the city, former App. A, Arts. I-VIII, relative to subdivisions, 
has been deleted from this volume.  The revised Subdivision Rules and Regulations are currently 
on file and available for inspection in the offices of the city. 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
1-105 2-3 1-318 10-68 
1-106 2-4 1-321 10-70 
1-107 10-3 1-322 10-69 
1-108 10-20 1-323 10-71 
1-108A 10-19 1-324 10-72 
1-109 1-6 1-325 10-33 
1-110 2-27  10-73 
1-111 21-1 1-327 10-31 
1-112 2-22 1-328 10-32 
1-113 2-21 1-329 10-34 
1-114 2-23 1-401 25-4 
1-201 2-80 1-402 25-5 
1-202 2-81 1-403 25-6 
1-203 2-84 1-404 25-7 
1-204 2-85 1-501 25-8 
1-205 2-86 1-502 25-9 
1-206 2-88 1-503 25-9 
1-207 2-82 1-601 12-7 
1-208 2-87 1-602 12-8 
1-210 2-83 1-603 12-9 
1-301 10-50 1-701 8-1 
1-302 10-51 1-702 8-2 
1-303 10-52 1-703 8-3 
1-304 10-53 1-705 8-4 
1-305 10-59 1-801 4-21 
1-306 10-54 1-802 4-22 
1-307 10-62 1-803 4-23 
 10-74 1-804 4-27 
1-308 10-63 1-805 4-1 
1-310 10-56 1-806 4-31 
1-311 10-57 1-807 4-33 
1-312 10-58 1-808 4-35 
1-313 10-61 1-809 4-34 
1-810 4-31.1 2-108 2-56 
1-811 4-36 2-109 2-58 
1-812 4-38 2-110 2-63 
1-813 4-37 2-111 2-59 
1-814 4-30 2-112 2-64 
1-815 4-39 2-113 2-65 
1-816 4-5 2-114 2-66 
1-817 (a), (b) 4-32 2-115 2-70 
1-818 4-24 2-116 2-71 
1-819 4-26 2-117 2-74 
1-820 4-25 2-118 2-72 
1-821 4-20  2-73 
1-822 4-28 2-119A 2-68 
1-901 25-1 2-120 2-57 
1-902 25-2 2-121 2-49 
1-903 25-3 2-122 2-48 
1-1001 6-3 2-123 2-47 
1-1002 6-4 2-201 2-60 
1-1101 19-128 2-202 2-61 
1-1103 19-129 2-203 2-28 
1-1201 5-1 2-204 2-62 
 5-2 2-205 2-6 
1-1203 5-3 2-206 2-5 
1-1204 5-4 2-301 2-90 
1-1301 13-1 2-303 2-91 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
1-1302 13-2 2-304 2-92 
1-1303 13-3 2-305 22-30 
1-1304 13-4 2-306 15-1 
1-1401 4-2 2-307 10-60 
1-1402 4-3 2-308 10-14 
1-1501 19-102 2-309 10-16 
1-1502 19-103 2-310 2-93 
1-1503 19-104 2-311 2-1 
1-1602 15-84 2-401 22-30 
1-1603 15-85  22-31 
1-1604 15-13 2-402 22-32 
1-1607 15-83  22-33 
1-1701 15-65 2-403 22-34 
1-1702 15-66 3-101 10-4 
1-1703 15-67 3-102 10-7 
2-101 2-40 3-103 10-5 
2-102 2-43 3-104 10-6 
2-103 2-44 3-105 10-8 
2-104 2-45 3-201 2-100 
2-105 2-46   
2-106 2-41   
2-107 2-42   
3-202 2-101   
3-203 2-102   
3-204 10-24   
3-205 10-9   
3-206 10-13 3-604 10-83 
3-207 10-22 3-605 10-84 
3-208 10-103 3-606 10-85 
3-209 7-10 3-607 10-89 
3-210 16-59 3-608 10-88 
3-211 10-2 3-701 3-1 
3-301 19-140 3-702 3-2 
3-302 19-143 3-703 3-4 
3-303 19-144 3-704 3-5 
3-304 19-152 3-705 3-3 
3-305 19-150 3-801 12-1 
3-306 19-142 3-802 12-3 
3-307 19-151 3-803 12-2 
3-308 19-141 3-804 12-5 
3-309 6-2 3-805 12-6 
3-310 19-148 3-806 12-4 
3-311 19-141 3-901 2-2 
3-312 19-149 3-1001 7-1 
3-313 19-147 3-1002 7-2 
 22-36 3-1003 7-3 
3-401 22-3 3-1004 7-5 
3-402 22-4 3-1005 7-7 
3-403 22-5 3-1006 7-8 
3-404 22-6 3-1007 7-9 
3-502 6-23 3-1008 7-10 
3-503 6-26 3-1009 7-11 
3-504 6-20 3-1010 7-12 
3-505 6-25 3-1011 7-13 
3-505A 6-27 3-1012 7-4 
 6-28 3-1013 7-6 
3-506 6-21 3-1201 20-11 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
3-507 6-30  20-13 
3-508 6-31 3-1301 15-80 
3-509 6-32 3-1302 15-81 
3-510 6-22 3-1303 15-82 
3-511 6-34 3-1304 15-86 
3-512 6-29 3-1401 15-90 
3-513 6-33 3-1402 15-91 
3-514 10-31 3-1403 15-92 
3-515 10-32 3-1404 15-93 
3-516 10-34 3-1405 15-94 
3-517 10-33 3-1406 15-95 
3-518 6-24 3-1501 18-1 
3-601 10-80 3-1502 18-2 
3-602 10-81 3-1503 18-3 
3-603 10-82 3-1504 18-5 
3-1505 18-4 3-2106 14-4 
3-1601 20-1  14-6 
3-1602 20-1 3-2107 14-7 
3-1603 20-2 3-2301 16-40 
3-1604 20-3 3-2302 16-41 
3-1605 20-5 3-2303 16-42 
3-1606 20-4 3-2304 16-44 
3-1701 20-6 3-2305 16-43 
3-1702 20-7 3-2306 16-59 
3-1703 20-7 3-2307 16-45 
3-1704 20-8 3-2308 16-47 
3-1705 20-9 3-2309 16-48 
3-1706 20-2 3-2310 16-61 
 20-12 3-2311 16-49 
3-1707 20-10 3-2312 16-46 
3-1801 19-70 3-2313 16-66 
3-1802 19-71 3-2314 16-50 
3-1803 19-72 3-2315 16-51 
3-1804 19-73 3-2316 16-52 
3-1805 19-74 3-2317 16-53 
3-1903 22-43 3-2318 16-56 
3-1904 22-44 3-2319 16-60 
3-2001 10-100 3-2320 16-54 
3-2002 10-101 3-2321 16-55 
3-2003 10-102 3-2322 16-57 
3-2004 10-104  16-58 
3-2005 10-105 3-2324 16-56 
3-2006 10-106 3-2325 16-62 
3-2007 10-107 3-2326 16-63 
3-2008 10-108 3-2327 16-64 
3-2009 10-115 3-2328 16-65 
3-2010 10-109 3-2501 18-6 
3-2011 10-110 3-2502 18-7 
3-2012 10-116 3-2503 18-9 
3-2013 10-111 3-2504 18-8 
3-2014 10-112 3-2601 19-1 
3-2015 10-113 3-2602 19-2 
3-2015A 10-114 3-2603 19-3 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 

3-2016 10-117 3-2604 19-5 
3-2017 10-118 3-2605 19-4 
3-2018 10-119 3-2701 2-103 
3-2101 14-1 3-2702 2-110 
3-2102 14-2 3-2703 2-111 
3-2103 14-3 3-2704 2-114 
3-2104 14-5 3-2705 2-112 
3-2105 14-4 3-2706 2-113 
3-2707 2-116 4-122 10-2 
3-2708 2-115 4-123 10-39 
3-2801 2-140 4-124 10-40 
3-2802 2-143 4-125 10-40 
3-2803 2-141 4-126 10-42 
3-2804 2-142 5-104 19-7 
3-2901 2-130 5-105 19-8 
3-2901A 2-132 5-106 19-9 
3-2902 2-131 5-107 19-33 
3-2903 2-133 5-108 19-34 
3-2904 2-135 5-110 19-31 
3-2905 2-134 5-110A 19-6 
3-3101 2-150 5-202 19-43 
3-3102 2-156 5-203 19-41 
3-3103 2-152 5-204 19-46 
3-3104 2-153 5-205 19-42 
3-3105 2-154 5-206 19-44 
3-3106 2-155 5-207 19-40 
3-3107 2-151  19-45 
3-3110 2-157 5-208 19-50 
3-3301 2-120 5-209 19-30 
3-3302 2-121 5-210 19-51 
3-3303 2-122 5-211 19-52 
3-3304 2-123 5-212 19-53 
4-101 10-7 5-213 19-54 
4-102 10-18 5-214 19-55 
4-103 10-28 5-215 19-56 
4-104 10-36 5-216 19-57 
4-105 10-10 5-217 19-58 
4-106 10-37 5-218 19-56 
4-107 2-67 5-219 19-62 
4-108 10-1 5-220 19-30 
4-109 10-15 5-221 19-59 
4-109A 10-17 5-222 19-60 
4-110 10-21 5-223 19-61 
4-111 10-25 5-224 19-32 
4-111A 10-26 5-301 (a)-(c) 19-21 
4-112 10-38 5-301 (d) 19-20 
4-113 10-29 5-302 19-23 
4-114 10-23 5-303 19-24 
4-115 10-27 5-304 19-22 
4-116 10-30 5-305 19-26 
4-117 10-35 5-306 19-20 
4-119 10-87 5-307 19-25 
4-120 10-20 5-308 19-27 
4-121 10-11 6-101 15-1 
6-103 15-8 6-330 15-63 
6-104 15-3 6-331 15-64 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 

6-105 15-4 6-332 15-30 
6-106 15-7 7-101 19-90 
6-107 15-5 7-102 19-91 
 15-11 7-103 19-93 
6-108 15-6 7-104 19-80 
6-109 15-2 7-105 19-81 
6-110 15-9 7-107 19-92 
 15-87 7-108 19-94 
6-112 15-10 7-109 19-95 
6-201 15-20 7-110 19-96 
6-202 15-21 7-111 19-97 
6-203 15-22 7-112 19-105 
6-204 15-23 7-113 19-106 
6-303 15-31 7-114 19-108 
6-304 15-32 7-115 19-110 
6-305 15-33 7-116 19-109 
6-306 15-35 7-117 19-111 
6-307 15-36 7-118 19-98 
6-307A 15-37 7-121 4-40 
6-308 15-34 7-122 4-41 
6-309 15-38 7-123 19-117 
 15-40 7-201 19-99 
6-310 15-39 7-202 19-100 
 15-41 7-203 19-101 
 15-42 7-301 19-120 
 15-43 7-302 19-121 
6-311 15-44 7-303 19-122 
6-312 15-49 7-304 19-126 
6-313 15-46 7-305 19-126 
6-314 15-47 7-306 19-125 
6-316 15-48 7-307 19-124 
6-317 15-50 7-308 19-123 
6-318 15-52 7-309 19-81 
6-319 15-45 7-312 19-134 
6-320 15-53 7-313 19-130 
6-321 15-54 7-314 19-131 
6-322 15-55 7-315 19-132 
6-323 15-56 7-316 19-133 
6-324 15-57 7-319 19-80 
6-325 15-58 7-320 19-127 
6-326 15-59 7-401 19-112 
6-327 15-60 7-402 19-115 
6-328 15-61 7-403 19-113 
6-329 15-62 7-404 19-114 
7-503 23-5 9-201 9-201 
7-504 23-6 9-201A 9-201A 
8-115 6-1 9-202 9-202 
8-201 6-40 9-203 9-203 
8-202 8-41 9-204 9-204 
8-203 6-44 9-205 9-205 
8-204 6-45 9-206 9-206 
8-205 6-46 9-207 9-207 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
8-205A 6-47 9-207A 9-207A 
8-206 6-42 9-207B 9-207B 
8-207 6-43 9-207C 9-207C 
8-208 6-48 9-207D 9-207D 
8-209 6-49 9-207E 9-207E 
8-210 6-50 9-207F 9-207F 
8-211 6-51 9-207G 9-207G 
8-212 6-52 9-207H 9-207H 
8-213 6-53 9-208 9-208 
8-214 6-54 9-209 9-209 
8-215 6-55 9-210 9-210 
8-216 6-56 9-211 9-211 
8-401 11-1 9-212 9-212 
8-402 11-5 9-213 9-213 
8-403 11-2 9-214 9-214 
8-404 11-8 9-215 9-215 
8-405 11-9 9-216 9-216 
8-406 11-10 9-217 9-217 
8-407 11-11 9-218 9-218 
8-408 11-3 9-219 9-219 
8-409 11-7 9-220 9-220 
8-410 11-6 9-221 9-221 
8-411 11-4 9-222 9-222 
8-501 6-100 9-223 9-223 
8-502 6-101 9-224 9-224 
8-503 6-102 9-225 9-225 
8-504 6-103 9-226 9-226 
8-505 6-104 9-227 9-227 
8-506 6-105 9-228 9-228 
8-507 6-106 9-229 9-229 
8-508 6-107 9-230 9-230 
8-509 6-108 9-231 9-231 
9-101 9-6 9-232 9-232 
9-102 9-8 9-233 9-233 
9-103 9-9 9-234 9-234 
9-104 9-10 9-235 9-235 
9-105 9-11 9-236 9-236 
9-106 9-7 9-237 9-237 
9-238 9-238 9-279 9-279 
9-239 9-239 9-280 9-280 
9-240 9-240 9-281 9-281 
9-241 9-241 9-282 9-282 
9-242 9-242 9-283 9-283 
9-243 9-243 9-284 9-284 
9-244 9-244 9-285 9-285 
9-245 9-245 9-286 9-286 
9-245A 9-245A 9-287 9-287 
9-245B 9-245B 9-288 9-288 
9-245C 9-245C 9-289 9-289 
9-245D 9-245D 9-290 9-290 
9-246 9-246 9-291 9-291 
9-247 9-247 9-292 9-292 
9-248 9-248 9-293 9-293 
9-249 9-249 9-294 9-294 
9-250 9-250 9-295 9-295 
9-251 9-251 9-296 9-296 
9-252 9-252 9-297 9-297 
9-253 9-253 9-301 3-22 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
9-254 9-254 9-302 3-21 
9-255 9-255 9-303 3-23 
9-256 9-256  3-24 
9-257 9-257 9-304 3-25 
9-258 9-258 9-305 3-27 
9-259 9-259 9-306 3-20 
9-260 9-260 9-307 3-26 
9-261 9-261 9-320 9-320 
9-262 9-262 9-321 9-321 
9-263 9-263 9-322 9-322 
9-264 9-264 9-323 9-323 
9-265 9-265 9-324 9-324 
9-266 9-1 9-325 9-325 
9-266A 9-207I 9-326 9-326 
9-267 9-2 9-327 9-327 
9-268 9-3 9-328 9-328 
9-269 9-4 9-329 9-329 
9-270 9-5 9-333 6-1 
9-271 9-271 10-101 22-1 
9-272 9-272  22-2 
9-273 9-273  22-56 
9-274 9-274 10-101A 22-7 
9-275 9-275 10-102 22-35 
9-276 9-276 10-103 22-37 
9-277 9-277 10-104 22-38 
9-278 9-278 10-105 22-39 
10-106 22-42 11-108 16-24 
10-107 22-41 11-109 16-27 
10-108 22-40 11-110 16-26 
10-109 16-79 11-111 16-30 
10-110 16-80 11-112 16-22 
10-111 16-81 11-113 16-23 
10-112 16-82 11-201 16-70 
10-201 22-50 11-202 16-71 
10-202 22-51 11-203 12-30 
10-203 22-52 11-204 16-74 
10-204 22-53 11-205 16-75 
10-205 22-62 11-206 16-76 
10-206 22-57 11-207 16-73 
10-207 22-60 11-209 16-78 
10-208 22-59 11-210 16-77 
10-209 22-55 11-211 16-72 
10-210 22-54 12-101 24-1 
10-211 22-58 12-102 24-3 
10-212 22-61 12-103 24-3 
10-301 6-60 12-104 24-2 
 6-61 12-105 24-5 
10-302 6-67 12-106 24-4 
10-303 6-64 12-107 24-7 
10-304 6-71 12-108 24-6 
10-305 6-72 12-109 24-13 
10-306 6-68 12-110 24-8 
10-307 6-70 12-111 24-14 
10-309 6-69 12-112 24-10 
10-310 6-74 12-113 24-9 
10-311 6-62 12-114 24-12 
10-313 6-66 12-116 24-16 
10-314 6-60 12-117 24-11 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
 6-63 12-118 24-17 
10-315 6-73 12-119 24-18 
10-316 6-65 12-120 24-19 
10-317 6-75 12-121 24-23 
10-401 19-145 12-122 24-20 
10-402 19-146 12-123 24-22 
10-403 22-15 12-124 24-21 
11-101 16-20 12-125 24-26 
11-102 16-21 12-126 24-27 
11-103 16-25 12-127 24-24 
11-104 16-31 12-128 24-25 
11-105 16-32 12-201 10-43 
11-106 16-28  10-44 
11-107 16-29 13-101 23-31 
13-102 23-33 14-127 12-25 
13-103 23-32 14-128 12-26 
13-104 23-37 14-129 4-4 
13-105 23-30 14-131 17-9 
13-106 23-36  17-10 
13-107 23-38 14-132 12-22 
13-108 23-35 14-133 12-27 
13-109 23-39 14-134 22-13 
13-109A 23-40 14-135 17-7 
13-110 23-34  23-9 
13-111 23-41 14-136 22-19 
13-112 23-43 14-137 22-21 
13-113 23-42 14-138 22-20 
13-114 23-46 14-139 23-8 
 23-47 14-140 23-10 
13-116 23-44 14-141 23-10 
13-117 23-45 14-142 22-12 
13-201 23-1 14-143 23-20 
13-202 23-3 14-144 23-14 
13-203 23-2 14-145 22-10 
13-204 23-4 14-146 12-29 
14-101 22-17 14-147 17-2 
14-102 15-51 14-148 23-17 
14-103 23-7  23-19 
14-104 17-3 14-150 23-16 
14-105 17-7 14-151 23-15 
14-106 17-1 14-152 23-13 
14-107 17-4 14-153 23-12 
14-108 12-28 14-154 23-18 
14-109 15-12 14-155 17-13 
 17-12 14-156 5-6 
14-111 17-6 14-157 1-9 
14-114 17-5  23-11 
14-115 15-51 14-158 15-96 
14-116 17-11 14-159 15-97 
14-117 15-64 14-160 17-8 
14-118 15-69 14-161 17-14 
14-119 12-21 14-162 4-6 
14-119A 12-20 14-163 7-14 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 

14-120 22-8 16-103 1-3 
14-121 22-9 16-105 1-4 
14-122 22-16 16-107 1-7 
14-123 22-11 16-108 1-5 
14-124 12-23 17-101 6-81 
14-125 12-24 17-102 6-82 
14-126 22-14 17-103 6-80 
17-104 6-86 17-108 6-85 
17-105 6-87 17-109 6-88 
17-106 6-83 17-110 6-89 
17-107 6-84   
 

Section 4.05 ORDINANCES 
 

This table gives the location within this Code of those ordinances since the 1963 Code which 
are included herein. Ordinances adopted prior to such date were incorporated into the 1963 Code, 
a table of which immediately precedes this table. Ordinances not listed herein have been omitted 
as repealed, superseded or not of a general and permanent nature. 
 
Adoption 
Date 

 
Section 

Section 
this Code 

11-14-63  12-20 
12-26-63  7-1 
3-12-64  14-1 
  14-2 
3-12-64  16-42 
  16-62 
5-28-64  22-62 
2-11-65  20-8 
2-25-65  2-68 
2-25-65  18-6 
5-27-65  15-97 
8-12-65 1 19-81 
9- 9-65  19-31 
9- 9-65  19-50 
10-14-65  2-41 
10-28-65 1 9-207A 
 2 9-271 
  9-272 
  9-273 
  9-274 
  9-275 
  9-276 
  9-277 
  9-278 
  9-279 
  9-280 
  9-281 
  9-282 
  9-283 
  9-284 
  9-285 
  9-286 
  9-287 
  9-288 
  9-289 
  9-290 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
  9-291 
  9-292 
  9-293 
  9-294 
  9-295 
12- 9-65  12-5 
11-23-65  24-10 
11-28-65 1 9-201 
1-13-66  19-6 
4-14-66 1 9-202 
  9-207A 
  9-207B 
  9-246 
  9-249 
  9-250 
  9-251 
  9-253 
  9-256 
  9-257 
  9-258 
 2 9-207C 
4-14-66  15-13 
4-14-66  17-8 
5-26-66  10-62 
  10-63 
7-14-66  16-62 
  16-63 
  16-64 
  16-65 
7-14-66 1 23-31 
 2 23-33 
 3 23-32 
 4 23-30 
 5 23-35 
 6 23-44 
 7 23-45 
10-13-66  10-62 
11-22-66 1 9-207A 
  9-207D 
 2 9-207C 
2- 9-67  10-119 
3-23-67  2-65 
3-23-67  2-140 
  2-141 
  2-142 
  2-143 
4-27-67  22-43 
  22-44 
4-28-77 1 9-296 
10-26-67  2-130 
  2-131 
  2-133 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
  2-134 
  2-135 
1-25-68  2-130 
2- 8-68  18-6 
6-10-68  2-41 
7-18-68  2-130 
10-16-68  9-201A 
11-14-68  2-82 
5- 8-69  2-26 
5-22-69  2-140 
  2-141 
  2-142 
  2-143 
9-11-69  10-114 
9-11-69  24-20 
12-11-69  2-81 
  2-82 
  10-17 
  10-26 
2-26-70  10-19 
 1 16-20 
 2 16-25 
 3 16-28 
 4 16-30 
 5 16-22 
 6 16-23 
6-11-70  2-133 
6-25-70  19-30 
10- 8-70  2-41 
  2-48 
  2-93 
  16-66 
11-24-70  19-143 
1-28-71  16-71 
  16-72 
  19-143 
5-13-71 1 12-4 
  12-6 
  15-30 
5-27-71  6-1 
  19-112 
  19-113 
  19-114 
  19-115 
  19-116 
 1 23-1 
  23-2 
  23-3 
  23-4 
  23-31 
  23-36 
6-10-71  2-150 
  2-151 
  2-152 
  2-153 
  2-154 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 

  2-155 
  2-156 
8-19-71  2-45 
8-28-71  10-63 
9- 9-71  19-104 
11-11-71  10-43 
  10-44 
5-11-72  2-131 
  19-90 
8-17-72 1 4-1 
  4-5 
  4-20 
  4-24 
  4-25 
  4-26 
  4-28 
  4-30 
  4-31 
  4-31.1 
  4-33 
  4-34 
  4-35 
  4-36 
  4-37 
  4-38 
  4-39 
  24-21 
9-28-72  9-215 
  9-225 
  9-235 
2- 8-73  2-65 
 1 11-1 
  11-2 
  11-3 
  11-4 
  11-5 
  11-6 
  11-7 
  11-8 
  11-9 
  11-10 
  11-11 
3-8-73  2-56 
  2-68 
5-10-73 1 10-54 
 2 10-62 
 3 10-63 
 4 10-67 
5-24-73  9-207E 
  17-14 
9-13-73 1 2-65.1 
9-13-73  24-19 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
11- 8-73  9-6 
11-21-73 1 2-24 
12- 6-73 1 9-296 
  9-297 
12-13-73 1 5-5 
  16-24 
2-14-74 1 19-120 
 2 19-121 
  19-126 
3-14-74 1 2-65 
  15-38 
  15-40 
 2 15-44 
4-11-74  9-208 
7-18-74 2 4-28 
8-15-74 1 9-207A 
9-12-74  2-120 
  2-121 
  2-122 
  2-123 
9-26-74 1 2-56 
  15-39 
 2 15-50 
10-24-74 1 19-1 
  19-2 
  19-3 
  19-4 
  19-5 
Supp. No. 14  
 
Adoption 
Date 

 
Section 

Section 
this Code 

   
12-12-74  15-6 
1- 9-75  23-11 
2-13-75  5-6 
2-27-75  9-4 
 1 9-320 
  9-321 
  9-322 
  9-323 
  9-324 
  9-325 
  9-326 
  9-327 
  9-328 
  9-329 
4-24-75  23-5 
  23-6 
9-25-75 1 9-207 
3-11-76  1-9 
 1 19-106 
  23-11 
5-27-76  13-1 
6-24-76  9-207 
7-15-76  4-6 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
  9-202 
  9-218 
  9-221 
11- 9-76  9-207F 
12- 9-76 1 4-34 
  16-25 
  16-28 
  22-2 
  22-55 
  22-56 
3-24-77 1 2-157 
 1 9-239 
 2 9-246 
 3 9-253 
4-28-77 1 9-202 
 2 9-207G 
 3 9-239 
  9-246 
  9-260 
9- 8-77 1 19-20 
  19-21 
  19-22 
  19-23 
  19-24 
  19-25 
  19-26 
  19-27 
9- 8-77 1 19-50 
2-16-78 2 9-201 
 3 9-246 
 4 9-253 
 5 9-296 
6-22-78 1 9-320 
  9-321 
  9-322 
  9-323 
  9-324 
  9-325 
  9-326 
  9-327 
  9-328 
  9-329 
7-20-78 1 2-81 
 2 2-82 
9-28-78 1 17-10 
3-22-79 1 19-120 
 2 19-121 
  19-126 
 3 19-122 
4-12-79 1 19-90 
5-24-79 1 2-60 
 2 2-28 
 3 2-6 
 4 2-5 
9-13-79  2-156 
9-27-79  2-47 
 1 2-140 
 2 2-142 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
10-11-79  9-201 
10-25-79 1 2-111 
11-13-79 1 6-1 
12-13-79 1 12-9 
  22-7 
  24-18 
 2 24-23 
3-13-80  10-63 
 1 24-19 
3-27-80 1 2-47 
4-10-80  15-63 
  16-71 
 1 2-65 
  9-208 
  17-9 
  17-10 
  19-106 
4-24-80 1 4-5 
 2 4-20 
7-17-80 1 19-99 
  19-100 
  19-101 
8-21-80  12-10 
9-11-80 1 9-208 
 2 19-108 
 3 19-109 
  23-8 
9-25-80 1 9-239 
  9-207A 
  9-207H 
  9-207I 
 2 9-202 
  9-245A 
  9-245B 
  9-245C 
  9-245D 
12-11-80 1 6-80 
  6-81 
  6-82 
  6-83 
  6-84 
  6-85 
  6-86 
  6-87 
  6-88 
  6-89 
1-22-81 1 16-79 
  16-80 
  16-81 
  16-82 
2-12-81 1 15-62 
5-28-81 1 2-152 
  2-157 
  7-3 
  7-14 
8-20-81 1 6-100 
  6-101 
  6-102 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 

  6-108 
  6-104 
  6-105 
  6-106 
  6-107 
  6-108 
10-22-81 1 2-65.2 
11-12-81 1 2-41 
12-10-81 1 17-15 
1-14-82 1 2-7,15-1.1 
1-14-82 1 15-31 
 2 15-33 
 3 15-44 (b) 
 4 15-50 
 Rpld 15-46---15-48 
 5 15-52 
 6 15-59 
1-14-82 1 22-70---22-73 
1-14-82 1 24-8 
 2 24-22 
6-24-82 1 4-28 (b) 
8-19-82 1 9-207D 
8-19-82 1 10-120 
9-23-82  Adopting Ordinance, p. ix 
9-23-82 1 23-21 
11-9-82 1 2-17,  
  2-172 
11-23-82 1 24-21 
12- 9-82 1 2-26 
1-13-83 1 5-1 
1-13-83 1 15-32 
1-13-83 1 15-33 
1-13-83 1 15-84 
1-13-83 1 22-42 
1-13-83 1 22-62 
3-24-83 1 6-50 (e) 
3-24-83 1 12-20---12-47 
4-28-83 1,2 15-1.1 
5-12-83 1 2-41 
5-12-83 1 6-29 (c), (d) 
5-12-83 1 19-101 
2- 9-84 1 15-1.2 
2-23-84 1 10-121 
3- 8-84 1 12-40 (1) 
5-10-84 1 2-180---2-187 
5-10-84 1 3-2 
5-10-84 1 9-207J 
5-10-84 1 9-320-9-329 
6-28-84 1 16-90-16-95 
7-19-84 1 17-16 
11- 8-84 1 10-62 
 2 10-63 (1)-(3) 
12-13-84 1,2 15-83,15-84 
 3 15-85.1 
1-10-85 1 2-8 
1-10-85 1 22-70 
2-28-85 1 2-45 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
4-11-85 1 2-24 
5-23-85 1 15-38 
6-27-85 1 16-83 
9-12-85 1 17-17 
10-24-85 1 16-20 
 2 16-25 (a) 
 3 16-28 
 4 16-33 
1- 8-86 1 2-65.3 
1- 9-86 1 10-122 
2-13-86 1 15-13 (c) 
4-10-86 1 (1) 2-56 
 (2) 2-58 
 (3) 2-66 (c) 
 (4)           Rpld 2-68 
                Added 2-68 
 (5)           Rpld 2-69 
                Added 2-69 
 (6)           Rpld 2-71 
                Added 2-71 
 (7)           Rpld 2-72 
                Added 2-72 
 (8)           Rpld 2-73 
                Added 2-73 
 (9)           Rpld 2-74 
                Added 2-74 
 (10), (11) 2-75,2-76 
5- 8-86 1 2-56 
6-12-86 1 2-58 
7-17-86 1 15-14 
10-23-86 1 2-41 
10-23-86 1 15-62 (l), (2) 
10-23-86 1 25-10, 25-11 
1- 8-87 1 9-207E 
1- 8-87 1 12-48 
3-12-87 1              Rpld 15-31, 15-32 
                Added 15-31 
3-12-87 1 17-17 (a), (b) 
3-12-87 1 24-15(j) 
4- 9-87 1 17-7 
8-20-87 1 (a)- (e) 19-1---19-5 
9-10-87 1 15-88 
10- 8-87 1 2-24 
10- 8-87 1 2-45 
10- 8-87 1 19-104 
10- 8-87 1 23-22 
11-12-87 1 9-231 
1-14-88 1 10-45 
1-14-88 1 13-5 
3-24-88 1 15-1.1 
 2                          Rpld 15-51 
                             Rnbd 15-52 
                             as 15-51 
                            Added 15-52 
5-12-88 1                          Rpld 2-140, 
  2-142 
                            Added 2-140, 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 

  2-142 
5-26-88 1 23-5 
 2                          Rpld 23-6 
                            Added 23-6 
6- 9-88 1 9-207I 
6- 9-88 1 11-3, 11-5 (b), 
  11-6,11-7 
6-15-88 1 23-7 
7-21-88 1                          Rpld 16-71 (d)- (f) 
                            Added 16-71 (d), (e) 
7-21-88 1 16-91 (b) 
8-18-88 1 4-1 
 2                          Rpld 4-5 
 3                          Rnbd 4-6 
                             as 4-5 
 4 4-21 
 5                          Rpld 4-22, 4-23, 4-25 
 6                          Rnbd 4-24 
                             as 4-22 
                            Amnd 4-22 
 7                         Rnbd 4-26---4-31 
                            as 4-23---4-28 
 8                         Amnd 4-28 
 9                         Rpld 4-31.1 
                            Added 4-29 
 10                       Rnbd 4-32---4-39 
                            as 4-30---4-37 
 11                       Rpld 4-40,4-41 
10-27-88 1 2-65.4 
11-10-88 1 2-7 
11-10-88 1 22-54, 22-42.1 
11-10-88 1 24-8 
 2 24-22 
1-12-89 1 2-82 
4-27-89 1 19-7, 19-7.1 
5-11-89 1 9-208 (16) 
 2 9-208 (18) 
5-11-89 1 15-5 
5-11-89 1 16-71 (f) 
5-11-89 1 17-14 
9-14-89 1 6-29.1 
9-14-89 1 10-46 
9-14-89 1 15-1 
 2 15-1.1 
 3 15-1.2 
 4 15-2 
 5                        Rnbd 15-69 
                           as 15-68 
 6                        Added 15-69---15-69.13 
9-14-89 1 16-23 (b) 
9-14-89 1 16-42 
9-14-89 1 16-91.1 
9-14-89 1 22-18 
10-12-89 1 6-21 (a) 
10-12-89 1 (1) 10-54 (1) 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
 (2) 10-57 
 (3) 10-62 
 (4) 10-63 (4) 
 (5) 10-75 
10-12-89 1 11-1 
11-21-89 1 24-6 (a) 
 2 24-19 
 3 24-27 (a) 
12-21-89 1 9-239 (1) 
2- 8-90 1 2-6 
2- 8-90 1 2-41 
2- 8-90 1 9-207A (B) (1) 
 2 9-207A (B) (4) 
4-11-90 1 9-209.1---9-209.3 
 2 9-219.1---9-219.3 
 3 9-229.1---9-229.3 
4-11-90 1 9-261 (b) 
4-11-90 1 23-22 
4-11-90 1 9-330 
7-19-90 1 16-96 
7-19-90 1 19-7 (c) 
9-27-90 1 10-50---10-73 
10-25-90 1 1-5 
10-25-90 1 9-207A (A) (1) 
11- 8-90 1 19-7 (c) 
11-20-90 1 19-7 (c) 
11-20-90 1 24-15(j) 
12-20-90 1 9-207A (B) (1) 
1-10-91 1 15-1.2 
1-10-91 1 19-7 (c) 
1-10-91 1 19-7.1 (e) 
2-14-91 1,2 9-6,9-7 
2-14-91 1-3 16-73---16-75 
 4 16-78 
 5                          Rpld 16-83 
                             Added 16-74.1 
3-26-91 1                          Rpld 9-215 (g) 
 2 9-216 
 3                          Rpld 9-225 (g) 
 4 9-226 
 5                          Rpld 9-235 (g) 
 6 9-237 
 7 9-246 
 8-11 9-253 (b) (1)- (4) 
 12 9-260 
 13 9-280 
 14 9-202 (26), (27) 
3-26-91 1 19-25 
4-11-91 1 9-207K---9-207K.3 
4-25-92 1 17-18 
5- 9-91 1 2-7 
5- 9-91 1                         Rpld 22-3---22.6 
                            Rnbd 22-7---22-21 
  22-3---22-17 
 2                         Rpld 6-40---6-56 
 3                         Added 2-188---2-199 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
6-13-91 1 24-19 
7-18-91 1 2-65 
7-18-91 1,2 19-7 (c) 
 3 19-7.1 (note) 
9-12-91 1 2-72 
11-14-91 1 10-52 
11-14-91 1 19-135---19-135.5 
11-14-91 1 22-37---22-42 
 2 22-38 (3), (2nd) 
 3 22-39 
2-13-92 1,2 19-7 (c) 
3-12-92 1 2-71 
5-14-92 1 24-24 (g) 
6-11-92 1 17-16 
7-16-92 1 9-207L-207L.3 
7-16-92 1 10-76---10-76.4 
9-10-92 1 16-80, 16-81 
 2, 3 16-79 
 4                          Rpld 16-80 (c) 
 5,6 16-81 (b)- (d) 
 7 16-82 (b)- (d) 
9-10-92 1,2 19-7 (c) 
10- 8-92 1                          Rpld 6-21, 6-30---6-32 
                             Ruled 6-22---6-29.1, 6-33, 6-34 
                             as 6-21---6-29.1, 6-30, 6-31 
 2 6-40---6-45 
 3 10-32 (b) 
10- 8-92 1 16-92 (a) (2) 
10-22-92 1 22-39 (5) (a) 
11-12-92 1 16-40, 16-41 
11-12-92 1 16-97 
 2                          Rpld 16-96 
                             Ruled 16-97 
                             as 16-96 
12-17-92 1 2-45 
12-17-92 1 4-19 
 2 4-25 
 3 4-32 
 4 4-35 
 5 4-28 
12-17-92 1 19-7 (c) 
12-17-92 1 19-7 (b) 
 2,3 19-7 (c) 
 4 19-7 (b) 
 5 19-7 (c) 
1-28-93 1 15-53 
4- 7-93 1,2 19-7 (c) 
4-22-93 1 2-82 
4-22-93 1 15-69.2 
 2 15-69.1 
4-22-93 1 19-7 (b), (c) 
4-22-93 1,2 19-7 (c) 
4-22-93 1 19-7 (c), (d) 
4-22-93 1 19-7.1 (e) 
5-13-93 1 19-90 
7-15-93 1 15-70 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
7-15-93 1-3 19-7 (c) 
8-19-93 1,2 19-7 (c) 
8-19-93 1 19-7.1 (b) 
8-19-93 1 19-120 
 2 19-126 (a), (c) 
9- 9-93 1 12-20 
9- 9-93 1 16-67 
9- 9-93 1 17-19 
 2 17-18 
9-23-93 1 2-180 (f)- (j) 
10-14-93 1 2-200---2-202 
10-14-93 1 8-1,8-2 
 2 8-3 
 3 19-7 (c) 
11-23-93 1 2-180 (a) 
1-13-94 1 18-10 
2-24-94 1 19-7 (c) 
3-24-94 1 19-7 (c) 
5-19-94 1 9-207m---9-207m.3 
5-26-94 1 15-1.1 
 2 15-71---15-71.8 
5-26-94 1 17-14 
6- 9-94 1 2-65 (C) (1) 
6- 9-94 1 2-82 
 2 19-7 (d) 
6- 9-94 1 19-7 (c) 
6-23-94 1 15-62 
7-21-94 1 19-7 (c) 
9- 8-94 1 10-3 
9- 8-94 1 17-17 
11-10-94 1 10-67 
11-10-94 1 19-99 
12-15-94 1 2-24 
12-15-94 1 2-45 
12-15-94 1 10-90 
12-15-94 1 19-7 
6- 8-95 1 19-7 (c) 
7-20-95 1 17-7 
9-14-95 1 19-7 (c) 
10-12-95 1 2-131 (1) 
10-12-95 1 17-18 (i) 
10-12-95 1,2 19-99, 19-100 (a) (1) 
10-12-95 1 24-15 (j) 
12-21-95 1 4-28 
12-21-95 1 17-18(j) 
12-21-95 1                        Added 22-18 
1-11-96 1                        Added 2-56 (13) 
 2                        Added 2-77 
1-11-96 1 25-10 (a) 
4-11-96 1 4-29 
4-11-96 1 17-18(j) 
4-11-96 1                        Added 19-10 
4-25-96 1 2-65 (A) 
4-25-96 1 2-102 
 2                        Added 2-104 
4-25-96 1                        Added 16-91 (e) (1)- (3) 
6-13-96 1 3-1 (c) 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
6-13-96 1 15-52 (h) 
6-13-96 1                        Added 17-20 
6-13-96 1 19-7 (c) 
6-13-96 1 19-99 
6-13-96 1                        Added 22-35 (7) 
7-18-96 1                        Added 4-29 (i) 
8-29-96 1 19-7 (c) 
10-10-96 1 19-7 (c) 
10-10-96 1 19-7 (c) 
12-19-96 1                        Dltd 16-91 (e) (3) 
12-19-96 1,2 19-7 (c) 
1- 9-97 1                        Added 9-331---9-335 
1- 9-97 1                        Added 23-23 
3-13-97 1 17-18(j) 
6-12-97 1                        Added 2-47 (b) (4) 
6-12-97 1 22-13 
 2 17-18 
7-17-97 1                        Added 2-50 
9-11-97 1 2-24 
9-11-97 1 2-45 
9-11-97 1 10-90 
10- 9-97 1                        Added 10-77 
11-13-97 1 4-29 (i) 
11-13-97 1 16-74 
11-13-97 1                        Added 18-11 
 2 17-18 
11-13-97 1 22-5 
 2 17-18 
12-18-97 1 2-134 
12-18-97 1 4-29 (i) 
12-18-97 1                        Added 11-12 
 2 17-18 
12-18-97 1                        Added 17-22 
 2 17-18 
1- 8-98 1 2-65 (B) (1) (b) 
2-12-98 1 19-7 (c) 
 2 2-82 
4-23-98 1 (A) 9-202 (20) (a), (b), (22) (a), 

(b) 
 1 (B) 9-209.1, 9-209.2 
 1 (C) 9-219.1, 9-219.2 
 1 (D) 9-229.1, 9-229.2 
 1 (E) 9-277 
 1 (F) 9-283.1 
6-11-98 1 9-201 (b) 
6-11-98  9-208 (3) 
6-11-98 1 22-70 
 2 22-73 
7-16-98 1                          Added 2-203---2-206 
8-20-98 1 4-1 
8-20-98 1 (A) 9-211 
 1 (B) 9-221 
 1 (C) 9-231 
8-20-98 1 15-66 (a), (c) 
8-20-98 1 17-18 (j) 
8-20-98 1 17-18 (j) 
8-20-98 1 17-21 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
9-10-98 1 17-18 (j) 
9-10-98 1 19-7 (c) 
9-10-98 1 19-99 
10- 8-98 1 9-203 
10- 8-98 1                          Added 9-203.1 
10- 8-98 1 16-94 
1-19-99 1                          Added 2-136 
1-19-99 1                          Added 9-207N 
1-19-99 1 9-253 (a) 
1-19-99 1 9-260 (1) 
1-19-99 1 15-52 (h) 
1-19-99 1                          Added 17-23 
2-11-99 1 2-41 
2-11-99 1 2-43 
 2 2-43 
3- 2-99 1 9-202, 9-215 
3-11-99 1 9-260 
5-27-99 1 19-7 
12-16-99 1 24-15 (j) 
1-24-00 1 19-7 (c) 
5-11-00 1 9-260 
7-20-00 1                         Added 5-7 
7-20-00 1 12-47 
7-20-00 1 17-18 (j) 
8-17-00 1 17-18 (j) 
8-17-00 1 17-18 (j) 
8-17-00 1 19-7 (c) 
8-17-00 1 19-7 (c) 
9-14-00 1 19-7 (c) 
11- 9-00 1                         Added 9-207O.---9-207O.2 
11- 9-00 1 19-100 (a) 
11-21-00 1 19-7 (c) 
12-19-00 1                         Added 10-123 
12-19-00 1 19-7 (c) 
1-11-01 1 19-7 (c) 
1-25-01 1                            Dltd 9-207L-9-207L.3 
                              Added 9-207L-9-207L.3 
1-25-01 1                            Dltd 9-207 M-9-207M.3 
                              Added 9-207M-9-207M.3 
1-25-01 1 9-202 
 2                           Added 9-207P-9-207P.4 
1-25-01 1 9-202 
 2                           Added 9-207Q.1-9-207Q.5 
1-25-01 1 9-209 
 2 9-219 
 3 9-229 
 4 9-240 
 5 9-247 
 6 9-254 
 7 9-261 
 8 9-272 
 9 9-283 
2- 8-01 1 2-150 
2- 8-01 1 2-156 
2- 8-01 1 9-202 
 2 9-207B 
2- 8-01 1 19-7 (c) 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
3-22-01 1                           Added 5-7 
3-22-01 1 17-18 (j) 
4-26-01 1 17-18 (j) 
5-10-01 1                           Added 10-124 
5-10-01 1 22-2 
5-10-01 1 24-25 (b) 
6-14-01 1 19-7 (c) 
8-16-01 1 19-7 (c) 
8-16-01 1                           Added 23-25 
 2 17-18 (j) 
12-20-01 1 9-207G 
12-20-01 1 15-1.1 
                              Rpld 15-71---15-71.8 
12-20-01 1                           Dltd 22-36 
                              Added 22-36 
12-20-01 1 22-39 (5)a 
12-20-01 1                           Dltd 22-42 
                              Added 22-42 
 

Section 4.06 STATUTORY REFERENCE TABLE 
 
This table shows the location within this Charter or Code, either in the text or notes following the 
text, of references to the state law or related matters.  
 
M.G.L.A. 
Chapter 

 
Section 

 
Disposition 

   
4 7 19-31 
9 20A 2-65 (B) (1) (d) 
16 18 16-70 
21 42 12-29 
21A 13 12-6 
  Ch. 16 (note) 
23 11H, 11I 10-77 
23B  Ch. 6 (note) 
  Ch. 13 (note) 
 21 Ch.6 (note) 
 22 6-22 
28A 9 9-207P.1 (e) 
30B  10-54 
  10-58 
  10-63 (f) 
 6 10-63 (a) 
 7 10-54 (5) 
  10-73 
 8 10-63 (a) 
 16 2-65 (A) 
31  15-86 
  19-24 
 1 Ch. 19 (note) 
 21 19-6 
 41 19-116 
32 20 (4) (c) 19-71 
32B  10-40 
33 App. 13-1 8-1 
 13-13 8-2 
39 6A 2-24 
 23B 2-43 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
  2-45 
40 5F 19-135.2 
 8A 20-11 
 8B Ch. 2, Art. XI (note) 
 8D 2-68 
  2-150 
  2-152 
 21 1-9 
 21 (10) 19-148 
  Ch. 22 (note) 
 21A 19-8 
 21B 19-1 
 21D 17-18 (a), (f) 
 22 Ch. 23 (note) 
 22A 23-38 
 22B 23-38 
 22D 17-23 
  22-20 
  23-20 
 32B Ch. 9 (note) 
 35 19-102 
 36 19-104 
 37 19-103 
 39K 16-96 
40A  9-6 
 1 Ch. 9 (note) 
 9 9-8 
 10 9-8 
 11 9-10, 9-207L.3, 9-207M.3 
 15 9-8 
  9-10 
 17 9-207L.3, 9-207M.3 
 11, 17 9-207O.2 
40C  2-68 
 5 2-154 
 11 2-155 
41 3 2-103 
 13A 2-90 
 15A 10-14 
 17 10-59 
 18 2-93 
 19F 2-92 
 29 10-81 
 30A 10-83 
 35 2-100 
  2-101 
 48 10-4 
 49A 10-6 
 50 10-7 
 61A 2-113 
 70 20-1 
  20-3 
 71 20-5 
 73 22-30 
 73---81 22-32 
 74 22-7 
 81A 20-1 
 81B 20-3 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
 81C 20-5 
 85 15-80 
 86 15-81 
 88 15-83 
 89 15-84 
  15-85 
 91 19-99 
 92 19-113 
 99 19-117 
 103 10-50 
  10-52 
 106 22-1 
 109 2-112 
 109A 2-110 
 111D 19-80 
43  2-41 
  10-60 
 1 1-2 
 17 2-41 
 17A 2-24 
  2-45 
 18 (2) 2-41 
  2-43 
 18 (3) 2-91 
 26 2-26 
 28 10-63 
 29 10-60 
  10-61 
 31 21-1 
 55 1-6 
  24-27 
 58 2-20 
 59 2-40 
 59A 2-25 
  2-46 
 60 2-80 
  19-93 
44 28 10-16 
 31 10-19 
 32 1-6 
  10-20 
 33B 10-20 
 35 2-67 
 38 16-96, 18-10 
 53 10-10 
 53F 1/2 18-10 
 55 16-96,18-10 
 55A 16-96,18-10 
 56 10-1 
 65 19-61 
45 2 18-1 
  18-2 
 5 18-3 
 21 19-128 
48 8 19 
 13 10-45 
 42 19-122 
 58B 19-80 
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 59A 19-134 
49 1 6-3 
 20 6-4 
49A  4-33 
51 16A 2-2 
59  Ch. 10, Art. III (note) 
 57 10-86 
 69 2-104 (b) 
60 778 2-65 
60B  5-7 
71 35 21-1 
78 7 Ch. 14 (note) 
80  2-72 
83 1 16-20 
 8 16-28 
 10 Ch. 16, Art. II (note) 
 11 16-26 
 14 16-24 
85 2 Ch. 23 (note) 
 11A 10-45 
 11B 23-12 
87 3 22-11 
 12 22-17 
90  23-4 
 2 23-21 
 16 15-12 
 35 3-1 
 40A 3-20 
 51E 3-1 
 51F 3-5 
 20A 23-47 
90B  Ch. 5 (note) 
94 177 15-80 
 296 15-82 
  18-11 
94C 1 17-16 
98 34 15-86 
 10 15-31 
101  15-52 
 1 15-1.1,15-71 
 2 15-1.1,15-71 
 3 15-71.2 
 5 15-44,15-71.1 
  15-71.3 
 8 15-71.5 
 9 15-71.5 
 10 15-71.6 
 12A 15-30,15-71.4 
 22 15-44 
 33 10-45 
102 3 Ch. 5 (note) 
 4 Ch. 5 (note) 
 19 5-1 
  5-2 
 20 5-4 
 21 5-4 
111  16-72 
 26A 12-1 
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 31A 16-78 
 31C 12-46 
 71---73 6-55 
 122 12-5 
 127 Ch. 16, Art. II (note) 
 142A 12-46 
 170 16-66 
 171 16-66 
 173B 16-62 
112 87PP 2-65 
114 19 7-10 
 22 7-1 
 23 7-3 
 24 7-7 
 25 7-10 
115  25-5 
 3 25-4 
  25-5 
  25-6 
 7 25-7 
 9 25-8 
 10 25-2 
119 63 9-207L.2 (c), 
  9-207M.2 (c) 
121 26QQ Ch. 20 (note) 
 26XX Ch. 20 (note) 
121B 3 13-1 
 6 13-2 
 7 13-3 
 8 13-4 
 32 2-131 
  2-133 
128A  15-22 
129 15 4-2 
 17 4-3 
 18 4-3 
130  15-68 
 25 5-5 
 52 15-64 
 55 15-64 
 70 15-68 
 74 15-68 
 98 15-65 
131 11 10-11 
  10-22 
 12 10-45 
 40 9-334 
135  17-23 
136  15-22 
  15-23 
 1 19-31 
 4 15-20 
  15-23 
  15-60 
138  15-90 
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 4 15-90 
  15-91 
 5 15-92 
  15-93 
 6 15-94 
  15-95 
 9 15-90 
 12 9-207L.2 (b) 
  9-207P.1 (d) 
 34 15-96 
  15-97 
140  4-28 
 1 15-1 
 21E 10-45 
 54 15-38 
  15-44 
 56 15-44 
 56A 15-56 
  15-57 
  15-58 
  15-59 
 70 15-33 
 77 15-33 
 79 15-34 
 136A 4-1 
 137 10-45 
 145 4-34 
 145B 4-35,4-37 
  4-29 (h) 
 147 10-11 
  10-22 
 151 4-21 
 151A 4-21 
 157 4-28 
 172 10-22 
 173A 4-25 
 177 15-53 
 179 15-54 
  10-45 
 181 15-22 
 186 15-23 
 202 15-38 
  15-44 
  15-53 
 202---205 15-20 
142 11 6-25 
 13 6-26 
143  19-122 
 3 6-20 
 3A 6-21 
 3L 6-45 
 3O 6-26 
 6---10 2-157 
147 7 19-117 
 10 4-20 
 21A 19-112 
148  Ch. 11 (note) 
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  11-1 
  19-122 
 13 11-8 
149 20 10-67 
 26 10-70 
  10-77 
 29 10-66 
  10-67 
 33A 19-8 
 44A (2) 10-77 
 44F 10-77 
 69 10-45 
 105 15-22 
 105D 19-43 
 148B 10-77 
150E  19-10 
151B  2-131 
  2-133 
  10-77 
151C  2-131 
  2-133 
152  10-77 
156B  13-5 (c) (1) 
157  13-5 (c) (1) 
157B  13-5 (c) (1) 
159 1---105 24-3 
166 21 22-4 
 22 2-7 
  22-4 
 22B 22-5 
 29 22-4 
 32---43 22-4 
175 113A 24-10 
180 17B 10-41 
183A  2-172, 
  13-5 (b), 
  (c) (1) 
207 28 10-45 
224 2 Char., § 56 
 3 Char., § 59A 
233 10 2-134 
239  19-101 
 9 13-5 (b) 
258  2-86 
262 34 (78) 7-7 
266  17-2 
 30 16-66 
 118 4-4 
 120D 23-21 
 127 17-6 
268 1 10-45 (d) 
 32 17-14 
268A  6-20 
 22 2-85 
269 12B 17-7 
 12E 17-7 
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270 20 12-46 
271 1 17-12 
 46 17-11 
272 28 9-207L.2 (c), 9-207M 
 28C 17-2 
 29 17-2 
 31 9-207L, 9-207M 
 38 17-1 
 40 17-1 
 42A 17-1 
 53 17-1 
  17-3 
 53A 17-23 
 59 17-9 
 92A 2-131 
  2-133 
 98 2-131 
  2-133 
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(a) Act Year (b) Chapter (c) Disposition 
   
1863 163 16-42 
1876 36 5-4 
1911 411 15-13 
  15-65 
1912 341 21-1 
1914 141 15-1 
 271 22-32 
 335 6-48 
  22-5 
1921 46, § 3 10-80 
1939 80 10-3 
1946 111, § § 26A---26E 12-10 
1950 639 8-2 
  8-4 
1954 297 20-11 
1957 762 5-4 
1958 630 Ch. 23 (note) 
1965 176 2-100 
1976 3 Ch. 23 (note) 
1979 151, § 14 12-10 
1980 486 2-17,  
  2-172 
1983 527 13-5 (a), 
  (d) 
1984 170 13-5 (a) 
 
 
 

CODE INDEX 
 
                                                 A                                                  Section  
 
A. MELISSA GIRRIOER FUND  

Provisions re ......................................................       10-120  
 
ABANDONMENT  

Motor vehicles ....................................................       12-48  
Refrigerators, similar containers ...............................      17-11  

 
ACCIDENT INSURANCE  

Payroll deductions................................................             10-40  
 
ACCOUNTS  

Approval ...........................................................         10-23  
City auditor .......................................................        10-4 et seq.  
Finances of city in general. See: FINANCES  

 
ACTING MAYOR  

Generally ..........................................................       2-26  
See also: MAYOR  

 
ACTIONS. See also: SUITS AND PLEAS  

City solicitor, duties ..............................................      2-85  
See also: CITY SOLICITOR  
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ADMINISTRATION  

Generally ..........................................................       2-1 et seq.  
See specific subjects  

 
ADULT ENTERTAINMENT  

Regulations enumerated.........................................      9-207L et seq.  
See: ZONING  

 
ADVERTISING  

Loudspeaker, etc., licenses ......................................      15-12  
Using vehicle for display of advertising........................      23-17  

 
ADVERTISING MATTER  

Littering ...........................................................       12-20  
See: LITTERING (Generally)  

Trees, poles, etc.  
Placing advertising matter on ................................      22-13  

 
AFFIRMATION. See: OATH, AFFIRMATION, SWEAR AND SWORN  
 
AGENCIES OF CITY. See: DEPARTMENTS AND OTHER AGENCIES OF CITY  
 
AGING PERSONS  

Council on aging..................................................      2-140 et seq.  
See: COUNCIL ON AGING  

 
AIR FORCE  

Veterans ...........................................................      25-1 et seq.  
See: VETERANS  

 
AIR RIFLES  

Discharging weapons, etc........................................       17-7  
 
AIRPORTS AND AIRCRAFT 

Airport approach regulations  
Administrative agency  

Defined .......................................................       3-20  
Generally .....................................................       3-22  

Airport approach zone, defined...............................       3-20  
Airport, defined ................................................       3-20  
Airport hazard, defined .......................................       3-20  
Definitions ......................................................        3-20  
Exemptions .....................................................        3-27  
Height of structures and trees  

Above surface elevations....................................      3-24  
Vertical distances at end of runways ......................     3-23  

Nonconforming uses ...........................................       3-25  
Purpose of provisions ..........................................       3-21  
Structures  

Defined .......................................................       3-20  
Height of structures and trees .............................     3-23 et seq.  

Trees  
Defined .......................................................       3-20  
Height of structures and trees .............................     3-23 et seq. 

Variances........................................................       3-26  
Dropping litter from aircraft ....................................      12-35  
New Bedford Airport Commission  

Appointment....................................................        3-1  
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Clerk ............................................................       3-3  
Compensation ..................................................       3-1  
Duties ...........................................................        3-4  
Leases, prior authorization for ...............................      3-5 
Qualifications...................................................        3-1  
Terms of office..................................................       3-2  

 
ALARM SYSTEMS  

Fire alarm systems (auxiliary connections) ...................       6-100 et seq.  
See: FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS, ETC.  

Telephonic burglar alarm systems..............................      17-14  
 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES  

Consuming or carrying ..........................................       17-10  
Convictions re disqualifies persons for licenses or permits . .    15-5  
Entertainment  

Exclusion of minors, when ....................................      15-96  
 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES (Contd.)  

Licensing board  
Constituted .....................................................        15-90  
Officers, chairperson, etc. .....................................       15-94  
Qualifications of members ....................................       15-91  
Quorum .........................................................        15-95  
Removal of members ..........................................       15-93  
Terms of office ..................................................       15-92  
Minors Exceptions ......................................................     15-97  
Excluding from liquor establishments, etc. .................      15-96  

 
ALLEN, FREDERICK SLOCUM  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .................................       10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
ALLEYS  

General definitions for interpreting Code .....................       1-2  
Public ways in general. See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  

 
AMPLIFIERS  

Loudspeakers, sound trucks, etc. ...............................       15-12  
 
AMUSEMENT DEVICES. See: AUTOMATIC AMUSEMENT DEVICES  
 
AMUSEMENTS AND AMUSEMENT PLACES  

Adult bookstores and motion picture theatres ................      9-207L et seq.  
See: ZONING  

Certain licenses and permits....................................       15-1.1,15-1.2  
License fee schedule..............................................       15-1.1,15-1.2  
Liquor establishments  

Minors excluded during entertainment .....................      15-96  
Recreation and sporting activities for children  

Criminal history background checks.........................      17-21  
Sunday amusement licenses ....................................       15-23  

 
ANCHORAGE  

Boats regulated..................................…..............        5-1 et seq.  
See: BOATS, DOCKS AND WATERWAYS  

 
ANIMALS AND FOWL  
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At large, defined..................................................        4-1  
Beekeeping ........................................................        4-5  
Definitions ........................................................        4-1  
Dog funds, receipt and disposition .............................       10-22  

Finances of city in general. See: FINANCES  
Dog pound, defined...............................................        4-1  
Dogs; rabies control ..............................................       4-19---4-37  

Barking, biting, howling dogs   
Nuisances, abatement ......................................       4-28  

Bite cases, reporting...........................................       4-36  
Complaints .....................................................        4-26  

 
ANIMALS AND FOWL (Contd.)  

Dangerous and vicious dogs ..................................       4-29  
Dog officers  

Contract with corporation therefore ........................      4-22  
Contract with nonprofit corporation.......................      4-21  
Designation ..................................................       4-21 
Duties.........................................................        4-21  
Interference by others ......................................       4-23  
Removal from office .........................................       4-24  
Removal of animal, authority ..............................      4-22  
Right of entry................................................       4-22  

Enforcement officers designated .............................      4-20  
Exemptions .....................................................        4-27  
Ida Tucker Fund ...............................................       10-122  
Impoundment  

Fees...........................................................        4-32  
Generally .....................................................       4-31  
Redemption of animals .....................................       4-33  

Keeping certain dogs prohibited..............................       4-29 
Licensing........................................................        4-19  
Nuisances, abatement .........................................       4-28  
Penalties ........................................................        4-25  
Pit bull; special permit ........................................       4-29 (i)  
Rabies control in general......................................       4-34  
Restraint of dogs...............................................       4-28  
School property, dogs on.......................................       4-30  
Seeing-eye dogs, exceptions...................................      4-30  
Stores or eating places, dogs in ..............................      4-30  
Vaccinations for rabies ........................................       4-37  
Veterinarians, responsibilities ................................       4-35  

Fowl or livestock at large or grazing in streets ...............      4-4  
Heads of poultry..................................................        9-208 (18)  
Hoofed animals ...................................................        9-208 (18)  
Impoundment  

Dogs, generally.................................................       4-31  
Inspectors of animals  

Appointment....................................................        4-2  
Dog officers ......................................................       4-21 et seq.  
Oath of office ...................................................       4-3  
Veterinarian, qualifications required of inspector..........      4-2  

Kennel, defined ...................................................        4-1  
Nuisances  

Dogs barking, howling, etc.....................................       4-28  
Owner, defined....................................................        4-1  

 
ANIMALS AND FOWL-Cont'd.  
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Restraint, defined ................................            4-1  
Stables, location  

Zoning regulations for specific zoning districts. See: ZONING  
Veterinarians  

Certain exemptions re . . . . . . . ...................         4-27  
Dogs and rabies control .........................          4-20 et seq.  
One inspector required to be ....................          4-2  

 
ANNEXATIONS  

Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included herein.  
See the preliminary pages and the adopting ordinance of this code  

Zoning requirements for land henceforth acquired by  
city ........................................              9-201A  

 
ANNUAL BUDGET  

Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included  
herein. See the preliminary pages and the adopting ordinance  
of this code  

 
ANTENNAS  

Television antenna installations.............................        2-198  
 
ANTIQUITIES  

Historic commission and district requirements ............       2-150 et seq. 
See: NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION, ETC.  

 
APPEALS  

Airport approach regulations, variances....................       3-26  
Fire prevention code, etc.................................. ....        11-7  
Zoning board of appeals ......................................        9-6 et seq.  

See: ZONING  
 
APPOINTIVE PERSONNEL See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  
 
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCES, ETC.  

Financial procedures in general .............................        10-1 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included  
herein. See the preliminary pages and the adopting ordinance  
of this code  

 
ARCHITECTURE  

New Bedford Historical Commission........................        2-150 et seq.  
See: NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION, ETC.  

 
ARMY  

Veterans........................................................         25-1 et seq.  
See: VETERANS  

 
ASHES  

Collection and disposal .......................................        16-74 et seq.  
 
ASSEMBLIES  

Parade permits ................................................         23-14  
 
ASSESSMENTS  

Board of assessors. See: TAXATION  
City treasurer and collector of taxes ........................       2-100 et seq.  
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See: CITY TREASURER AND COLLECTOR OF TAXES  

 
ASSISTANT CITY CLERK. See: CITY CLERK  
 
ASSOCIATIONS  

Person defined re..............................................         1-2  
 
ATOMIC HOLOCAUST  

Emergency management authorities in emergencies, etc..      8-1 et seq.  
See: EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  

 
ATTORNEYS  

City solicitor ...................................................         2-80 et seq.  
See: CITY SOLICITOR  

Legislative counsel............................................         2-47  
 
AUCTIONS AND AUCTIONEERS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk ..............       15-1.1  
City council's licenses.........................................        15-30 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
Fish auctions...................................................         15-13  
License fee schedule...........................................        15-1.1  

 
AUDITOR  

Generally.......................................................         10-4 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
AUDITS  

Committee on audit, duties ..................................        2-64  
Finances of city in general. See: FINANCES  

 
AUTHORITY  

Joint authority majority, construed .........................        1-2  
 
AUTOMATIC AMUSEMENT DEVICES  

Certain licenses and permits issued by licensing board ..       15-1.2  
License fee schedule...........................................        15-1.2  

 
AUTOMOBILES. See: MOTOR VEHICLES AND OTHER VEHICLES  
 
AVENUES  

General definitions for interpreting code ...................       1-2  
Public ways in general. See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  

 
AWNINGS. See: SIGNS, AWNINGS, MARQUEES, ETC.     
 

Section 4.07 B 
 
BALLOONS  

Inflated, etc., in public places ................................        23-9  
 
BARBED WIRE  

Zoning district restrictions ...................................        9-207H  
See also: Zoning  

 
BARRELS  

Obstructing public ways ......................................        22-9  
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BARRICADES AND LIGHTS  

Excavations near streets .....................................        22-12  
Moving buildings and obstructing streets, requirements .      22-50 et seq.  

See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  
 
BATHHOUSES  

Park commissioners to have care, custody and control ...      18-4  
 
BB GUNS 

Discharging weapons, etc. .........................           17-7  
 
BEACHES  

Sound amplification devices on, regulations ...............       17-17  
 
BEATRICE CASSIE MOSGROVE FUND  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds ....................          10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
BEDFORD LANDING HISTORIC DISTRICT  

Established ......................................            2-156  
 
BEER  

Consuming or carrying alcoholic beverages .........         17-10  
See also: ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES  

 
BEES  

Keeping.........................................................         4-5  
 
BENZENE  

Prohibited sewer discharges ......................           16-28  
See also: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
BEQUESTS, GIFTS AND TRUST FUNDS  

Generally ........................................             10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
BERNARD A. PERRY FUND  

Expenditures of certain bequests by library trustees .....       10-105  
Bequests, gifts and trust funds in general. See: FINANCE  

 
BICYCLES   

Traffic regulations . . . . . ..........................           23-11 et seq.  
See: TRAFFIC  

 
BILLBOARDS. See: SIGNS, AWNINGS, MARQUEES, ETC.  
 
BILLIARDS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk .........        15-1.1  
City council's licenses ............................           15-30 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
Hours regulated .................................            15-53  
License fee schedule...........................................        15-1.1  

 
BILLS  

Approval ......................................             10-23  
Finances of city in general. See: FINANCES  

Servicing city-owned vehicles ......................          10-72  
See also: PURCHASING  
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BLACK RACE  

Commission on human relations ...................          2-130 et seq.  
See: COMMISSION ON HUMAN RELATIONS  

 
BLIGHTED AREAS  

Housing authority ................................            13-1 et seq.  
See: HOUSING AUTHORITY   

 
BLOOD  

Prohibited sewer discharges .......................          16-28  
See also: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
BOARDING HOUSES  

Certain licenses and permits issued by licensing board ..       15-1.2  
License fee schedule...........................................        15-1.2  
Mayor's licenses ..................................            15-20 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS  

Alcoholic beverage licensing board .................          15-90 et seq.  
See: ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES  

Board members  
Appointment ...................................            2-3  
Removal ......................................            2-4  

Board of assessors ................................           1080 et seq.  
See: TAXATION  

Board of cemetery commissioners ....................         7-1 et seq.  
See: CEMETERIES  

Board of health ..................................            12-1 et seq.  
See: HEALTH AND SANITATION 

 
BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS (Cont'd.)  

Board of park commissioners ...................................       18-1 et seq.  
See: PARKS, PLAYGROUNDS AND RECREATION 

Board of survey...................................................        22-30 et seq.  
Street construction and maintenance. See: STREETS AND  
SIDEWALKS  

Board of trustees  
Bequests, gifts and trust funds...............................       10-100 et seq.  

See: FINANCES  
Board of trustees of free public library ........................       14-1 et seq.  

See: LIBRARY  
Building commissioner...........................................        6-20 et seq.  

See: BUILDING COMMISSIONER  
Bureau of fire prevention........................................       11-5  

See also: FIRE PREVENTION CODE  
Commission for citizens with disabilities ......................       2-180 et seq.  

See: DISABLED PERSONS  
Commission on human relations ...............................       2-130 et seq.  

See: COMMISSION ON HUMAN RELATIONS 
Commission on recreation .......................................       18-6 et seq.  

See: PARKS, PLAYGROUNDS AND RECREATION 
Comprehensive emergency management planning 

   committee.............................................................      8-3  
Council on aging..................................................        2-140 et seq.  

See: COUNCIL ON AGING  
Departments, etc. See: DEPARTMENTS AND OTHER AGENCIES  
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OF CITY  

Development and industrial commission ......................      20-11 et seq.  
See: PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT  

Emergency management planning committee ................      8-3  
See: EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  

Energy resource commission ....................................       2-200 et seq.  
See: ENERGY RESOURCE COMMISSION  

Executive orders of mayor.......................................       2-23  
Exhibition hall commission......................................       2-171, 2-172  

See also: EXHIBITION HALL COMMISSION  
Finances of city, various responsibilities of different boards,  

etc. .....................................................          10-1 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

Housing authority...............................................        13-1 et seq.  
See: HOUSING AUTHORITY  

Joint authority majority construed .............................       1-2  
Licensing board...................................................        15-1, 15-1.2  
Mayor as ex officio member of certain boards.................      2-22  

See also: MAYOR  
New Bedford Airport Commission ..............................       3-1 et seq.  

See: AIRPORTS AND AIRCRAFT 
New Bedford Historical Commission, etc. .....................       2-150 et seq.  

See: NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION, ETC.  
 
BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS (Cont'd.)  

Personnel of city in general. See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  
Planning board ...................................................        20-1 et seq.  

See: PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT  
Retirement board .................................................        19-70 et seq.  

See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  
School committee .................................................       21-1  
School traffic committee .........................................       23-5 et seq.  

See: TRAFFIC  
Sign design review board ........................................       6-85  

See also: SIGN CODE  
Standing committees of council .................................       2-56 et seq.  

See: CITY COUNCIL  
Veterans advisory board .........................................       25-10, 25-11  
Water board.......................................................        16-40 et seq.  

See: WATER AND SEWERS  
 
BOATS, DOCKS AND WATERWAYS  

Definitions  
Pollution control definitions ..................................       5-5  

Excise tax on vessels.............................................        5-8  
Harbor master  

Appointment....................................................        5-1  
Assistant harbor master ......................................       5-2 
Bond.............................................................        5-1  
Duties ...........................................................        5-4  
Salary ...........................................................        5-3  

Harbor master plan provisions .................................       5-7  
Harbor pollution control.........................................        5-5  
Sassaquin pond  

Boats, motors and water activities restricted...............      5-6  
 
BODY ART ESTABLISHMENTS  

Special permits for body art establishments ..................      9-207P et seq.  
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See: ZONING  

 
BONDS  

Authority to pay ..................................................        10-24  
See: FINANCES  

City auditor.......................................................        10-5  
City clerk..........................................................        2-90  
City council's licenses ............................................       15-30 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
City treasurer and collector of taxes ...........................       2-101,10-2  
Constables' bonds.................................................        19-100  
Finances of city in general. See: FINANCES  
Official bonds, generally.........................................       2-110  
Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included herein.  

See the preliminary pages and the adopting ordinance of this code  
 
BONDS (Cont'd.)  

Purchasing agent . . . . . . . ....................................       10-53  
Shooting galleries ................................................        15-58  
Street damage, etc................................................       22-62  

 
BONFIRES  

Making bonfires in public ways. ................................       22-4  
 
BOOKKEEPERS  

City auditor . . ...................................................        10-4 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
BOOKSTORES  

Adult bookstores and motion picture theaters ................      9-207L et seq.  
See: ZONING  

 
BOULEVARDS  

General definitions for interpreting code ......................      1-2  
Public ways in general. See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  

 
BOUNDSTONE  

Disturbing boundstones in sidewalks ..........................       22-35 (6)  
 
BOWLING ALLEYS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk .................      15-1.1  
City council's licenses ............................................       15-30 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
Hours regulated ..................................................        15-53  
License fee schedule..............................................       15-1.1  

 
BOWS AND ARROWS  

Discharging weapons, etc. .......................................       17-7  
Weapons in general. See: FIREARMS AND WEAPONS  

 
BOXES  

Obstructing public ways .........................................       22-9  
 
BRANCHES, TREE TRIMMINGS, ETC.  

Collection and disposal ..........................................       16-76  
 
BRIDGES  

Defacing or obstructing ..........................................       22-11  
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Other provisions relative to bridges. See: STREETS AND  

SIDEWALKS  
 
BRINE OR IMPURE WATER  

Emptying on public ways............................... .........       12-43  
 
BRISTOL COUNTY. See: COUNTY  
 
BROOKS, ELIZABETH C. CARTER  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .................................       10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
BUDGET  

Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included herein.  
See the preliminary pages and the adopting ordinance of this code  

 
BUILDING COMMISSIONER  

Building code, enforcement........... ...........................       6-21  
Building department, head of...................................       6-20  
Cessation of work in case of danger............................       6-30  
Conflicts of interest ..............................................        6-20  
Departmental business  

Records and reports of ........................................       6-31  
Deputy commissioner of buildings..............................       6-23 
Employees.........................................................        6-24  
Examination, etc., of public building plans ....................      6-30  
Examination of buildings  

Generally, right of entry ......................................       6-28  
Gas piping inspector  

Appointment, duties ...........................................       6-26  
Inspection of gas appliances and gas piping ................      6-27  

Inspector of buildings, designation .............................       6-22  
Plumbing inspectors  

Supervision, etc.................................................       6-25  
Plumbing regulations, enforcement ............................       6-22  
Request by licensing board to investigate site ................      15-69.3  
Streets, sidewalks, etc.  

Closing in case of dangerous work ...........................      6-33  
Zoning board of appeals .........................................       9-6 et seq.  

See: ZONING  
 
BUILDING SEWERS  

Sewer regulations ................................................        16-20 et seq.  
See: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
BUILDINGS (Generally)  

Awnings ...........................................................        6-60 et seq.  
See: SIGNS, AWNINGS, MARQUEES, ETC.  

Building code, enforcement......................................       6-22  
Demolition of structures .........................................       9-2071  
Electrical code ....................................................        6-40 et seq.  

See: ELECTRICAL CODE  
Fence viewers  

Appointment....................................................        6-3  
Compensation ..................................................       6-4  

Fire alarm systems (auxiliary connections) ...................      6-100 et seq.  
See: FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS, ETC.  

Fire district .......................................................        6-1  
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Fire escapes .......................................................        6-60 et seq.  

See: SIGNS, AWNINGS, MARQUEES, ETC.  
Fire prevention code .............................................       11-1 et seq.  

See: FIRE PREVENTION CODE  
 
BUILDINGS (Generally) (Cont'd.)  

Grades, lines, sewers Location, obtaining .............................    6-2  
House moving.....................................................        22-50 et seq.  
Housing authority ................................................        13-1 et seq.  

See: HOUSING AUTHORITY  
Indecent figures or writings on .................................       17-5  
Marquees ..........................................................        6-60 et seq.  

See: SIGNS, AWNINGS, MARQUEES, ETC.  
Moving buildings through streets ..............................       22-50 et seq.  

See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  
New Bedford Historical Commission ...........................       2-150 et seq.  

See: NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION, ETC.  
New materials, processes or occupancies ......................      11-6  

See: FIRE PREVENTION CODE  
Owner defined re .................................................        1-2  
Permits  

Building application form .....................................       6-29  
Moving buildings and obstructing streets ...................      22-50 et seq.  

See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  
New materials, processes, etc.................................       11-6  

See: FIRE PREVENTION CODE  
Required ....................................................... .         6-61 et seq.  
Special flood hazard areas ....................................        9-320 et seq.  
Zoning regulations .............................................        9-1 et seq.  

See: ZONING  
Private drains and sewers.......................................       16-31 et seq.  

See: WATER AND SEWERS  
Public facilities management ...................................       6-40 et seq. 

   See: PUBLIC FACILITIES MANAGEMENT  
Shedding water on streets.......................................       22-5  
Sign code for central business district .........................       6-80 et seq.  

See: SIGN CODE 
Signs, awnings, marquees, etc.  

Definition .......................................................        6-60  
Special flood hazard areas.......................................       9-320 et seq.  

See: ZONING  
Tenant, occupant construed re ..................................       1-2  
Unsafe buildings  

Demolition of structures ......................................       9-2071  
Zoning requirements ..........................................       9-205  

Zoning .............................................................        9-1 et seq.  
See: ZONING  

 
BURIAL AGENT  

Veterans burial agent ............................................       25-7  
 
BURIAL GROUNDS. See: CEMETERIES  
 
BURNING  

Bonfires............................................................        22-4  
 
BURNING (Cont'd.)  

Burning of garbage...............................................        12-46  
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BUSINESS DISTRICT  

Sign code ..........................................................        6-80 et seq.  
See: SIGN CODE  

 
BUSINESS LICENSES. See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
BUTANE, PROPANE, ETC., GAS  

Fire prevention code regulations ...............................       11-1 et seq.  
See: FIRE PREVENTION CODE  

 
Section 4.08 C 

 
CABLE TELEVISION. See: TELECOMMUNICATIONS  
 
CADETS  

Police cadet program .............................................       19-112 et seq.  
See: POLICE DEPARTMENT  

 
CAFES  

Certain licenses and fees issued by licensing board ..........      15-1.2  
Dogs in eating establishments ..................................       4-30  
License fee schedule..............................................       15-1.2  

 
CAMPBELL, ELWYN G.  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .................................       10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
CAROUSELS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk .................      15-1.1  
License fee schedule..............................................       15-1.1  
Mayor's licenses ..................................................        15-20 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
CATERING VEHICLES  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk .................      15-1.1  
Mayor's licenses ..................................................        15-20 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
CEMETERIES  

Agents and employees ...........................................       7-5  
Board of cemetery commissioners  

Annual report ..................................................        7-4  
Duties ...........................................................        7-3  
Graves not opened except under direction of ...............      7-12  
Membership ....................................................        7-1 
Organization....................................................        7-2  
Care and management...........................................      7-6  

Graves  
Not opened except under direction of board ................      7-12  

Gravestones, monuments, etc.  
Approval ........................................................        7-13  

 
CEMETERIES (Cont'd.)  

Lots  
Deposits for care of lots .......................................       7-9  
Proceeds, separation...........................................       7-11  
Sales, records, fees.............................................       7-7 
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Permission required to pass through cemetery ...............      7-14  
Records of lots and transactions ................................       7-8  
Sales of burial lots  

Record of lots and transactions...............................       7-8  
Records, fees....................................................       7-7  
Separation of proceeds of sale ................................      7-11  

Superintendent and employees .................................       7-5  
Veterans agent as burial agent, etc.............................       25-7 et seq. 

See: VETERANS  
 
CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT  

Sign code ..........................................................        6-80 et seq.  
See: SIGN CODE  

 
CENTRAL MAILING OFFICE  

Providing for ......................................................        2-28  
 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS  
Historical buildings, etc. ..........................           2-155  

See also: NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION, ETC.  
 
CERTIFICATES OF INDEBTEDNESS  

Authority to pay .................................            10-24  
Finances of city in general. See: FINANCES  

 
CESSPOOLS  

Private drains and sewers . . . .....................          16-31 et seq.  
See: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
CHARGES, FEES AND COMMISSIONS  

Payment to treasurer .............................           10-11  
See also: FINANCES  

 
CHARITY  

Community chest and united funds  
Payroll deductions .............................           10-41  

 
CHARLES L. WOOD LIBRARY FUND  

Expenditures of certain bequests by library trustees . .       10-105  
Trust funds in general. See: FINANCES  

 
CHARLES W. MORGAN LIBRARY FUND  

Expenditures of certain bequests by library trustees .....       10-105  
Trust funds in general. See: FINANCES  

 
CHEMICALS  

Fire prevention code regulations ............................        11-1 et seq.  
See: FIRE PREVENTION CODE  

 
CHICKENS  

Fowl at large, etc..............................................         4-4  
 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER. See: MAYOR  
 
CHIEF OF POLICE. See: POLICE DEPARTMENT  
 
CHILDREN. See: MINORS  
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CHURCH RELATIONS  

Commission on human relations ...................          2-130 et seq.  
See: COMMISSION ON HUMAN RELATIONS  

 
CHURCHES  

Adult bookstores and motion picture theatres, distance  
restrictions re .............................................         9-207L.2  

 
CIGARETTE PRODUCTS, TOBACCO OR NONTOBACCO.  

See: TOBACCO PRODUCTS  
 
CIRCULARS  

Advertising on trees, poles, etc ..............................        22-13 
Littering........................................................         12-20 et seq.  

 
CITIES  

Fire department, outside aid of ....................          19-134  
Police aid to other cities. ..........................           19-117  

 
CITY  

Section Defined .........................................          1-2  
Governing body See: CITY COUNCIL  

 
CITY ATTORNEY  

Legislative counsel ...............................            2-47  
 
CITY AUDITOR  

Generally . . . . . ..................................            10-4 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
CITY CLERK  

Administrative and recording fees ..........................        2-7  
Assistant clerk.................................................         2-48,2-93  
Bond ............................................................         2-90  
Custodian of city seal.........................................        2-1  
Custody of official bonds ..........................           10-2  
Duties in general..............................................         2-91  
Licensing authorities .........................................        15-1 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
Salary as fixed.................................................         2-92  

 
CITY COLLECTOR  

Financial responsibilities. See:. FINANCES  
 
CITY COUNCIL  

Annual auditor's report ...........................           10-8  
Finances of city. See: FINANCES  

Boards, committees and commissions  
Member prohibited from serving on other boards . .       2-44  

City solicitor . ...................................            2-80 et seq.  
See: CITY SOLICITOR  

Committees. See also: BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS  
Appointments .................................            2-57  
Appointments and briefings  

Duties of committee on ........................          2-71  
Audits, duties of committee on audit .............          2-64  
Chairperson ...................................             2-57  
City property  
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Duties of committee on city property ..........          2-65  

Clerk of committees  
Appointment, acting clerk ....................           2-60  
General duties ...............................            2-61  
Responsibility for mayor's inaugural address ....         2-62  

Commerce, labor and transportation  
Duties of the committee on ......................          2-73  

 
CITY COUNCIL (Cont'd.)  

Committee on finance  
Audit of accounts of certain officers .......................       2-67 
Duties.................................................. ....         2-63 et seq.  

Duties in general...............................................        2-59  
Elderly affairs, health, housing and veterans  

Duties of the committee on..................................       2-74  
Internal affairs  

Duties of the committee on.................................       2-75  
Meetings of committees  

Calling........................................................         2-63  
Membership ....................................................         2-58  
Ordinances  

Duties of committees on ....................................       2-70  
Public safety  

Duties of the committee on.................................       2-76  
Recreation, tourism and historical objects  

Duties of committee on .....................................       2-68  
Shellfish and fishing industry  

Duties of committee on .....................................       2-69  
Standing committees  

Enumerated..................................................        2-56 
Membership..................................................        2-58  

Streets, street lights and sidewalks  
Duties of the committee on.................................       2-72  

Youth and neighborhood issues  
Duties of committee on .....................................       2-77  

Communications department ...................................       2-120 et seq.  
See: COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT  

Council, defined ..................................................        1-2 
Elections...........................................................        Char. § 59  
Joint authority majority, construed ............................       1-2  
Legislative counsel ...............................................        2-47  
Legislative powers................................................        2-40  
Mayor as chief executive officer  

Election, tenure ................................................       Char. § 58  
See also: MAYOR  

Meetings  
Clerk, duties ....................................................       2-91  
Committee meetings, calling .................................       2-63  
Journal, maintaining ................................ . .........       2-43  
Mayor, department heads attending.........................      2-50  
Public sessions .................................................       2-43  
Regular meetings ..............................................       2-41  
Rules for proceedings..........................................       2-43  
Special meetings  
Call for, notice ...............................................        2-42 

Messenger.........................................................        2-49  
Method of city government designated.........................      Char. § 56  
Number of members .............................................       Char.§ 59  
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CITY COUNCIL (Cont'd.)  

Ordinances, resolutions, etc.  
Approval or veto by mayor....................................       Char. § 55  

Overriding veto of mayor ...................................      Char. § 55  
Code construction, etc. See: CODE OF ORDINANCES  
Plan B method of government adopted ........................      Char. § 56  

Operative date of plan.........................................       Char. § 57 
Salaries............................................................        2-45  
Sales of city property  

Former Spanish War veterans building to Massachusetts Department  
of Disabled American Veterans...........           2-65.3  

Municipal Parking Lot to Southeastern Regional Transit  
Authority...................................................         2-65.2   

"Old S.M.U." to Commonwealth of Massachusetts .........       2-65.4  
Pine Grove Cemetery West to Greater New Bedford Regional  

Vocational Technical High School District......          2-65.1  
Tenure .............................................................        Char. § 59  
Vacancies in office, filling........................................       Char. § 59A; 2-46  

 
CITY DOCUMENTS  

Contents, preparation, distribution ............................       2-5  
See also: PUBLIC RECORDS  

 
CITY EMPLOYEES. See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  
 
CITY FUNDS. See: FINANCES  
 
CITY PHYSICIAN  

Generally..........................................................        12-7 et seq.  
See: HEALTH AND SANITATION 

CITY PROPERTY. See: PROPERTY  
 
CITY REVENUE. See: FINANCES  
 
CITY SCHOOLS. See: SCHOOLS  
 
CITY SEAL  

Custodian .........................................................        2-1  
 
CITY SOLICITOR  

Appointment ......................................................        2-80  
Assistant city solicitors ..........................................       2-82 
Duties..............................................................        2-84 et seq.  
Law department, assistance to .................................       2-83 
Legal claims  

Investigation and disposition .................................       2-86  
Legal instruments, duties re ....................................       2-84  
Public service corporations  

Solicitor shall not act as council or attorney, etc. ..........      2-88  
Qualifications .....................................................        2-81  
Reports ............................................................        2-87  
Trial work and opinions, duties .................................       2-85  

 
CITY TREASURER AND COLLECTOR OF TAXES  

Annual statement on account ...................................       10-9  
See: FINANCES  

Appointment ............ . .... .. . ... .. . ......... ... . ... ... ..... ... .    2-100  
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Bond ...............................................................        2-101  
Duties in general .................................................        2-102  
Finances of city in general. See: FINANCES  
Foreclosed tax title property, disposal of.......................      2-104  
General powers and liabilities ..................................       2-103  

 
CITY OWNED VEHICLES. See: MOTOR VEHICLES AND OTHER VEHICLES  
 
CIVIL SERVICE  

Personnel of city in general. See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  
 
CLAIMS  

Approval ...........................................................        10-23  
Finances of city in general. See: FINANCES  

 
CLAIMS AGAINST CITY  

Investigations by city solicitor ..................................       2-86  
See: CITY SOLICITOR  

Officers to give notice ............................................       2-116  
 
CLAM AND OYSTER LICENSES  

City council's licenses ............................................       15-30 et seq.  
See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  

 
CLAMS. See: SHELLFISH, SHELLFISH TAKING  
 
CLINICS  

Dog bite cases, reporting ........................................       4-36  
 
CLUBS  

Special permits for club, etc., use...............................       9-207D  
Other zoning requirements. See: ZONING  

 
COAL  

Obstructing public ways .........................................       22-10  
 
COASTERS  

Clinging to moving vehicles ......................           23-13  
 
CODE OF ORDINANCES*  

Approval and veto of ordinances, etc. ..............         1-6  
Mayor to approve or veto ......................           Char. § 55  
Mayor's veto, overriding ........................          Char. § 55  
Plan B adoption, as to .........................           Char. § 63  

Catchlines or headings of sections  
Effect ........................................             1-8  

City documents  
Contents, preparation, distribution ...............         2-5  

Committee on ordinances, duties ....................         2-70  
Standing committees, etc., of council. See: CITY COUNCIL  

Continuation and repeal of ordinances .............         1-11  
Definitions and rules of construction ...............          1-2  
Designated and cited, how ........................           1-1  
Enacting style of ordinances ......................           1-4  
Executive orders of mayor .......................           2-23  
General penalty. See herein: Violations  
Orders and resolves, form ........................           1-3  
Penalties. See herein: Violations  



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
Pending litigation and penalties  

Repeal of ordinances has no effect ..............         1-12  
Proposed ordinances  

Publication required ...........................           1-5  
Recording .......................................             1-7  
Repeals  

Continuation and repeal of ordinances ............         1-11  
Effect ........................................             1-12  

Rules of construction .............................           1-2  
Severability of parts of code ......................           1-13  
Violations  

General penalty ................................           1-9  
Fines and forfeitures inure to use of city .........         1-10  

Words and phrases construed .....................          1-2  
 
COIN DEPOSITS  

Parking meters, depositing slugs, etc., in ............         23-41  
 
COIN-OPERATED AMUSEMENT DEVICES  

See: AUTOMATIC DEVICES  
 
COLLECTOR  

Accounts, collecting ..............................            10-13  
Finances in general. See: FINANCES  

____________ 
*Note-The adoption, amendment, repeal, omissions, effective date, explanation of numbering 

system and other matters pertaining to the use, construction and interpretation of this Code are 
contained in the adopting ordinance and preface which are to be found in the preliminary pages of 
this volume.  
____________ 

 
COLLECTOR OF TAXES. See: CITY TREASURER AND  

COLLECTOR OF TAXES  
 
COMBUSTIBLES  

Fire prevention code regulations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .      11-1 et seq.  
See: FIRE PREVENTION CODE  

Petroleum products, etc., licenses . . . . . .............        15-61 et seq.  
City council's licenses in general. See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  

Prohibited sewer discharges .......................          16-28  
See: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
COMMERCE  

Committee on commerce, labor and transportation; duties      2-73  
 
COMMISSION ON HUMAN RELATIONS  

Appropriations ..................................            2-130  
Cooperation of other boards, etc. ...................          2-134  
Executive director  

Appointment, etc. ........ . . . .               2-132  
Liberal construction of provisions ..................          2-135  
Membership .....................................            2-130  
Officers ........................................             2-130  
Powers and duties ...............................            2-133  
Purpose of ......................................             2-131  
Quorum .........................................             2-130  
Rules and regulations ............................           2-130  
Vacancies ........................................            2-130  
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COMMISSIONS, CHARGES AND FEES  

Payment to treasurer .............................           10-11  
See: FINANCES  

 
COMMONWEALTH. See: STATE  
 
COMMUNICABLE DISEASE. See: DISEASE CONTROL  
 
COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT  

Composition .....................................            2-120  
Established ......................................            2-120  
Executive officer Civil service obligations ........................      2-122  

Compensation as fixed ...........................          2-122  
Duties enumerated .............................           2-123  
Initial appointment .............................           2-121  
Qualifications ..................................            2-122  
Removal of ....................................            2-121  
Residence of ...................................            2-121  

 
COMMUNITY CHEST  

Payroll deductions ...............................            10-41  
 
COMPENSATION Salaries of personnel. See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  
 
COMPETITIVE BIDS  

Purchasing procedures...........................................       10-61 et seq.  
See also: PURCHASING  

 
COMPLAINTS  

Dog violations, complaints.......................................       4-26  
Dogs in general. See: ANIMALS AND FOWL  

Investigation of abuse or damage to environment............      12-6  
 

COMPREHENSIVE ZONING. See: ZONING  
 
CONCERTS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by licensing board .....      15-1.2  
License fee schedule..............................................       15-1.2  

 
CONDEMNATION  

Demolition of structures .........................................       9-2071  
See also: ZONING  

New Bedford Historical Commission ...........................       2-150 et seq.  
See: NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION, ETC.  

 
CONDOMINIUMS  

Housing provisions ...............................................        13-5  
 
CONGDON, JAMES B.  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .................................       10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
CONSTABLES  

Generally ..........................................................        19-99 et seq.  
See: POLICE DEPARTMENT  

Shellfish constables and wardens ..............................       15-65  
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CONSTITUTION  

Severability of invalid parts of code ............................       1-13  
 
CONTAGIOUS DISEASES. See: DISEASE CONTROL  
 
CONTAINERS  

Storage or abandonment of certain containers................      17-11  
 
CONTAMINATION  

Environmental damage or abuse, investigation of............      12-6  
Harbor pollution control .........................................       5-5  
Prohibited sewer discharges ....................................       16-28  

See also: WATER AND SEWERS  
 
CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS  

Board powers and limits. See specific boards  
Finances of city in general ......................................       10-1 et seq.  

See: FINANCES  
Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included herein. See the preliminary pages  

and the adopting ordinance of this Code  
 
CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS (Contd.)  

Public facilities manager  
Report of improper performance in public building contract ........  6-45  

Purchasing department requirements ..........................      10-50 et seq.  
See: PURCHASING  

 
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES  

Parks and recreation areas, controlled substances in ........      18-11  
 
CONVEYANCES  

Execution of documents..........................................       10-3  
 
CORPORATE SEAL. See: CITY SEAL  
 
CORPORATIONS  

Person defined re.................................................        1-2  
 
CORROSIVES  

Prohibited sewer discharges ....................................       16-28  
See also: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
COUNCIL. See: CITY COUNCIL  
 
COUNCIL ON AGING  

Appointment of members........................................       2-140 
Compensation.....................................................        2-143 
Duties..............................................................        2-143  
Election of officers................................................        2-142  
Ex officio members ...............................................       2-141  
Terms of office ....................................................        2-140  

 
COUNSEL FOR CITY  

City solicitor ......................................................        2-80 et se q.  
See: CITY SOLICITOR  

 
COUNTY  

Defined ............................................................        1-2  
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COURTS  

City solicitor ......................................................        2-80 et seq.  
See: CITY SOLICITOR  

General definitions for interpreting code ......................      1-2  
Public ways in general. See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  

Noncriminal disposition of violations of certain ordinances,  
rules and regulations .......................................        17-18  

Severability of invalid parts of code ............................       1-13  
 
COWS, CATTLE  

Livestock at large or grazing in streets ........................      4-4  
Animal regulations in general. See: ANIMALS AND FOWL  

 
CRATES  

Obstructing public ways .........................................       22-9  
 
CRIMES  

Bias crime.........................................................        2-136  
Convictions disqualifies persons for licenses or permits .....      15-5  
Fictitious reports .................................................        17-13  

 
CRIMINAL HISTORY BACKGROUND CHECKS  

Organizations providing recreation and sporting activities for  
children...................................................         17-21  

 
CRIMINAL TRADING CARDS  

Prohibited sale....................................................        17-19  
 
CRISIS INTERVENTION  

Department of human services .................................       2-203 et seq.  
See: HUMAN SERVICES  

 
CROCKER, OLIVER  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .................................       10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
CROSSWALKS  

Blocking ...........................................................        23-10  
 

D 
 
DANCING AND DANCE HALLS  

Certain licenses issued by licensing board ....................      15-1.2  
License fee schedule..............................................       15-1.2  

 
DATA PROCESSING  

Communications department ...................................       2-120 et seq.  
See: COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT  

 
DECREES. See: JUDGMENTS OR DECREES  
 
DEEDS  

Execution, etc. ....................................................        10-3  
 
DEFACING  

Indecent figures or writings on buildings... ...................      17-5  
See also: VANDALISM  
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DEFENSE. See: EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  
 
DEFINITIONS  

General rules for interpreting Code ............................       1-2  
 
DEMOLITION OF BUILDINGS  

Historically registered buildings, etc...........................       2-157  
See also: NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION, ETC.  
Zoning regulations ...............................................        9-2071  

 
DEPARTMENTS AND OTHER AGENCIES OF CITY  

Advances to heads of departments .............................       10-35  
Financial responsibilities in general. See: FINANCES  

 
DEPARTMENTS AND OTHER AGENCIES OF CITY (Cont'd.)  

Annual departmental reports  
Specifications, printing, binding..............................       2-6  

See also: PUBLIC RECORDS  
Boards, etc. See: BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS  
Building commissioner............................ ...............       6-20 et seq.  
Bureau of fire prevention........................................       11-5  

See also: FIRE PREVENTION CODE  
City planning department .......................................       20-6  

See also: PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT  
Communications department ...................................       2-120 et seq.  
Council on aging.................... ..............................        2-140 et seq.  
Department estimates for purchasing department ...........      10-56  

See also: PURCHASING  
Department heads  

Advances to .....................................................       10-35  
Appointments ..................................................        2-3  
City council  

Department heads attending meetings, etc...............     2-50  
Removal, generally ............................................       2-4  

Department of human services .................................       2-203 et seq.  
See: HUMAN SERVICES  

Department of personnel  
Establishment..................................................        19-1 et seq.  

See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  
Department of veteran services  

Director of veterans services as head of .....................      25-2  
See also: VETERANS  

Emergency management department ..........................      8-1  
Emergency medical services.....................................       19-135 et seq.  

See: EMERGENCIES  
Executive orders of mayor.......................................       2-23  
Fire department ............................................ .. . ...       19-120 et seq.  

See: FIRE DEPARTMENT  
Housing authority ............................................ . ...       13-1 et seq.  

See: HOUSING AUTHORITY  
Joint authority majority, construed ............................       1-2  
Mayor as head of police and fire departments ................      2-21  
Parking supervisor program ....................................       23-1 et seq.  

See: TRAFFIC  
Personnel in general. See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  
Police department ...............................            19-90 et seq.  

See: POLICE DEPARTMENT  
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Public facilities management department .....................      6-40  
Purchasing department.......................... . . .. ............       10-50 et seq.  

See: PURCHASING  
 
DEPARTMENTS AND OTHER AGENCIES OF CITY (Cont'd.)  

Retirement board.................................................        19-70 et seq.  
See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  

See: CITY COUNCIL  
Standing committees of council .................................       2-56 et seq.  

 
DEVELOPMENT. See: PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT  
 
DILAPIDATED STRUCTURES, ETC.  

Housing authority ................................................        13-1 et seq.  
See: HOUSING AUTHORITY  

 
DISABLED PERSONS  

Commission for citizens with disabilities  
Annual report..................................            2-184  
Appropriations .................................            2-180  
Definitions ....................................            2-182  
Executive director  

Appointment and term of .......................         2-186  
Duties ......................................            2-187  

Function and purpose ...........................           2-183  
Meetings......................................             2-184  
Membership; officers .............. ..............          2-180  
Powers and duties ..............................           2-185  
Quorum .....................................             2-180  
Removal from office .............................           2-181  
Reports and record keeping ........................         2-184  

Rules.........................................              2-180  
Parking areas for; signs; penalties . . . . . . .............        23-21  
Parking meter exemption for paraplegics ..............        23-42  
Wheelchair ramps . . . . ............................           22-2  

 
DISABLED VETERANS  

Parking areas for; signs; penalties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     23-21  
 
DISASTERS  

Emergency management .....................................        8-1 et seq.  
See: EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  

Police aid to other cities ..........................           19-117  
 
DISCRIMINATION  

Commission for citizens with disabilities ..............         2-180 et seq.  
See: DISABLED PERSONS  

Commission on human relations ....................          2-130 et seq.  
See: COMMISSION ON HUMAN RELATIONS  

 
DISEASE CONTROL  

City physician ...................................            12-7 et seq. 
See: HEALTH AND SANITATION 

Harbor pollution control definitions and regulations . .       5-5  
Rabies control ...................................            4-19 et seq.  

See: ANIMALS AND FOWL  
 
DISORDERLY CONDUCT, LANGUAGE, ETC.  
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Use of ..........................................             17-1  

 
DISORDERS  

Police aid to other cities ..........................           19-117  
 
DITCHES  

Underground electrical systems ....................          6-48 et seq.  
See: ELECTRICAL CODE  

 
DOCKS. See: BOATS, DOCKS AND WATERWAYS  
 
DOCTORS  

City physician ...................................            12-7 et seq.  
See: HEALTH AND SANITATION 

Dog bite cases, reporting ..........................           4-36  
Sick leave regulations .............................           19-40 et seq.  

See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  
 
DOGS. See: ANIMALS AND FOWL  
 
DOORSTEPS  

Obstructing public ways.....................................         22-8  
 
DRAINAGE  

Environmental damage or abuse, investigation of ....        12-6  
Sewer regulations ..................................           16-20 et seq.  

See: WATER AND SEWERS  
 
DREDGING LICENSES  

City council's licenses ..............................           16-80 et seq.  
See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  

 
DRINKING FOUNTAINS  

Dirt, etc., placed in ..............................            12-44  
 
DRIVEWAYS  

Petitions reconstruction, etc. .....................           22-48  
 
DUCKS  

Fowl, at large, etc. ................................            4.4  
 
DUMPSTERS  

Refuse containers (roll-offs) ...........................           16-79 et seq.  
 
DWELLINGS  
Housing authority ................................              13-1 et seq. 
 See: HOUSING AUTHORITY  
 

E 
 
EARTHQUAKES  

Emergency management .....................................          8-1 et seq.  
See: EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  

 
EATING ESTABLISHMENTS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk ........          16-1.1  
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Dogs in .........................................               4-30  
Mayor's licenses . . . . . . . . . ........................            16-20 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
EAVESDROPPING  

Invasion of privacy ...............................             17-2  
 
EDITH C. WOLLISON MEMORIAL FUND  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds ....................            10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

Section 
ELDERLY PERSONS  

Committee on elderly affairs, health, housing and veterans:  
duty ......................................              2-74  

Council on aging .................................            2-140 et seq.  
See: COUNCIL ON AGING  

 
ELECTIONS  

Appointment, election of personnel, other regulations.  
See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES. See also specific  
officers, boards, departments, etc., as indexed  

Board of assessors ...............................            10-80 et seq.  
See: TAXATION  

City council .....................................             Char. § 69  
Mayor as chief executive officer ..................          Char. § 58  
Municipal elections ...............................            2-2  

 
ELECTRICAL CODE  

Fire alarm systems (auxiliary connections) ................       6-100 et seq.  
See: FIRE ALARMS (Auxiliary connected)  

Inspector of wires  
Appointment.................................................        2-189  
Attendance of inspector ....................................        2-190  
Deviations ...................................................        2-199  
Duties ........................................................         2-191  
Electrical code adopted re..................................        2-188  
Judging whether installation is safe .....................       2-192  
Notice to inspector prior to commencement of work ....      2-192  
Office of inspector...........................................        2-190  
Overhead systems  

Conductors ................................................        2-197  
Poles .......................................................        2-195  
Supporting fixtures.......................................        2-196  

Permits  
Issuance of ................................................        2-190 

Records.......................................................         2-190  
Television antenna installation requirements...........       2-198  
Underground system  

Classes of conductors; insulation; tags; etc. ...........      2-194  
Permission to install conduits, manholes, etc. ........      2-193  

Signs, awnings, marquees, etc. ..............................       6-60 et seq.  
See: SIGNS, AWNING, MARQUEES, ETC.  

 
ELECTRICAL SIGNS  

Sign code .......................................................         6-80 et seq.  
See: SIGN CODE  
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ELECTRONIC SOUND DEVICES  

Regulations for sound amplification devices ...........        17-17  
See also: SOUND AMPLIFICATION  

 
ELEVATIONS  

Airport approach regulations ......................          3-20 et seq.  
See: AIRPORTS AND AIRCRAFT 

 
ELIZABETH B. MACKIE FUND  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds ....................          10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
ELIZABETH C. CARTER BROOKS PRIZE FUND  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds ....................          10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
ELLEN R. HATHAWAY PLAYGROUND FUND  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds ....................          10-100 et seq.   
See: FINANCES  

 
ELWYN G. CAMPBELL TEACHER SCHOLARSHIP FUND  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds ....................          10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
EMERGENCIES  

Emergency Management authorities, in emergencies, etc..      8-1 et seq.  
See: EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  

Emergency medical services  
Department established within executive department .      19-135  
Director's duties  

Appointment, promotions and removal ................      19-135.3  
Generally..................................................        19-135.2  
Organization and rules ..................................        19-135.3  
Outside aid ................................................        19-135.5  
Records and reports ......................................       19-135.4  

Filling vacancies ............................................        19-135.1  
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  

Comprehensive emergency management planning  
committee......................................................           8-3 

Department ....................................................         8-1 
Director.........................................................         8-2  
Termination of provisions ....................................        8-4  

 
EMPLOYEES. See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  
 
ENERGY RESOURCE COMMISSION  

Annual report..................................................         2-202  
Establishment of membership ...............................        2-200 
Powers and duties .............................................        2-201  

 
ENGINEERS  

Commissioner of public works may employ consulting  
engineers ...................................             19-142  

 
ENTERTAINMENT  

Alcoholic beverage establishments, exclusion of minors .....     15-96  
Certain licenses and permits issued by licensing board .....      15-1.2  
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License fee schedule..............................................       15-1.2  

 
ENTRAILS  

Prohibited sewer discharges ....................................       16-28  
See also: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
ENVIRONMENT  

Investigation of abuse or damage to environment  
Board of health, duties ........................................       12-6  

Sewer regulations ................................................        16-20 et seq.  
See: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
EPIDEMICS. See also: DISEASE CONTROL  

Emergency Management authorities, in emergencies, etc...      8-1 et seq.  
See: EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  

 
EROSION  

Environmental damage or abuse, investigation of............      12-6  
 
ETTA M. ABBOTT SMEAD, COOK SCHOOL FUND  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .................................       10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
EXCAVATIONS  

Environmental damage or abuse, investigation of............      12-6  
Permits to disturb surface of streets ...........................       22-37 et seq.  
Street construction in general ................................        22-30 et seq.  

See also: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  
Private sewer construction in streets, etc......................      16-32  
Street openings interfering with drains or sewers............      16-29  

Sewers and drains in general. See: WATER AND SEWERS  
 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT  

Purchasing department established within ...................       10-50  
Purchasing in general. See: PURCHASING  

 
EXECUTIVE ORDERS  

Mayor, authority..................................................        2-23  
 
EXHIBITION HALL COMMISSION  

Established; membership........................................       2-171  
Powers and duties................................................        2-172  

 
EXHIBITIONS  

Certain licenses and permits....................................       15-1.1, 15-1.2  
License fee schedule..............................................       15-1.1, 15-1.2  
Mayor's licenses ..................................................        15-20 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
EXPLOSIONS  

Emergency Management authorities, in emergencies, etc. ..     8-1 et seq.  
See: EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  

 
EXPLOSIVES AND BLASTING AGENTS  

Fire prevention code regulations ...............................       11-1 et seq.  
See: FIRE PREVENTION CODE  

Prohibited sewer discharges ....................................       16-28  
See also: WATER AND SEWERS 
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F 

 
FALSE REPORTS  

Fictitious report of crime ........................................       17-13  
 
FEES, CHARGES AND COMMISSIONS  

Payments to treasurer ...........................................       10-11  
See also: FINANCES  

 
FENCE VIEWERS  

Appointment......................................................        6-3  
See also: BUILDINGS  

 
FENCES, WALLS, HEDGES AND OTHER ENCLOSURES  

Excavation fences, barriers......................................       22-12  
Indecent figures or writings on buildings, etc.................      17-5  

 
FINANCES  

Accident coverages. See herein: Life and Accident Coverage  
Accounts  

Accounts due city to be payable to city......................      10-12  
Approval ........................................................        10-23  
Collector to collect accounts ..................................       10-13 
Discounting.....................................................        10-29  
General procedure for payment ..............................      10-25  
Notification of authorization..................................       10-15  
Notification to director of authorization of debts ...........      10-16  
Payment required, when ......................................       10-27  
Payments of accounts, etc., on auditor's orders....... ......     10-28  

Administrative fees ..............................................        2-7  
Annual departmental reports ...................................       2-6  
Annual statement and account of treasurer...................      10-9  
Appropriation orders  

Certification ....................................................        10-14  
Appropriations  

Notification of authorization..................................       10-15  
Notification of exhaustion of..................................       10-18  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds  
A. Melissa Girrioer Fund .....................................       10-120  
Beatrice Cassie Mosgrove Fund ..............................       10-118  
Bernard A. Perry Fund........................................       10-121  
Board of trustees  

Council, reports to...........................................       10-102 
Duty...........................................................        10-101  
Generally .....................................................       10-100  
Reports .......................................................       10-102  

 
FINANCES (Cont'd.)  

Concerned Parents of Taylor School Scholarship Trust  
Fund........................................................        10-123  

Designation of certain bequests ..............................      10-104  
Edith C. Wollison Memorial Fund ...........................       10-119  
Elizabeth B. Mackie Fund ....................................       10-106  
Elizabeth C. Carter Brooks Prize Fund .....................       10-112  
Ellen R. Hathaway Playground Fund  

Acceptance by city...........................................       10-107  
Authority of board.......................................... .       10-108  
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Elwyn G. Campbell Teacher Scholarship Fund  

Additional gift ...............................................       10-114  
Initial gift ....................................................       10-113  

Etta M. Abbott Smead, Cook School Fund ..................      10-116  
Florence L. Waite Fund .......................................       10-110  
Frederick Slocum Allen Fund ................................       10-109  
Ida Tucker Fund ...............................................       10-122  
Library trustees  

Expenditures of certain bequests by ......................      10-105  
Olive King Grimes Fund ......................................       10-124  
Patty Wilcox Fund .............................................       10-115  
Susan G. W. Jones Fund ......................................       10-117  
Sylvia Ann Howland bequests  

Designation ..................................................       10-104  
Treasurer .......................................................        10-103  
William L. R. Gifford Fund ...................................       10-111  

Bills, accounts and claims  
Approval by auditor ...........................................       10-23  
Certification of payment ......................................       10-26  
Discounting .....................................................        10-28  
General procedure for payment ..............................      10-25  
Reports of bills and claims, etc...............................       10-36  
When to be paid................................................       10-27  

Board of assessors ................................................       10-80 et seq.  
See: TAXATION  

Board of trustees  
Trust funds. See herein: Bequests, Gifts and Trust Funds  

Bonds  
Authority of treasurer to pay.................................       10-24  
Successful bidders to furnish bonds .........................      10-34  

Certificates  
Authority of treasurer to pay ............................... .       10-24  

City auditor  
Annual report to city council .................................       10-8 
Appointment....................................................        10-4  
Approval of bills, accounts, claims ...........................      10-23  
Assistant ....................................................... .       10-6  
Bond .............................................................        10-5  
Duties ......................................................... ..        10-7  
Money received by officers, reports re .......................      10-10  
Other responsibilities and duties. See specific subjects.  

See also: PURCHASING  
Payment of accounts and claims on orders of.......... .....     10-28  
Reports of payments to auditor and committee on audits.     10-30  
Tax bills, etc. See: TAXATION  

City clerk, bond of................................................        2-90  
City treasurer  

Annual statement and account ...............................       10-9  
Authority to pay warrants, bonds and certificates .........      10-24  
Payments to treasurer  

Money received by officers, etc.............................      10-10  
City vehicles  

Lettering ........................................................        10-43  
Official use only................................................        10-44  

Claims  
Approval ........................................................        10-23  
Discounting .....................................................        10-29  
General procedure for payment ..............................      10-25  
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Not allowed after appropriation exhausted .................      10-18  
Payment required, when ......................................       10-27  
Payments of claims, etc., on auditor's orders ...............      10-28  
Reports of bills and claims, etc...............................       10-36  

Claims against city  
Officers to give notice .........................................       2-116  

Collector to collect accounts.....................................       10-13  
Committee on audits  

Reports of payments ...........................................       10-30  
Committee on finance  

Audit of accounts of certain officers .........................      2-67  
General duties..................................................        2-66  

Community chests, payroll deductions.........................       10-41  
Debts  

Authorization, notification to director .......................      10-16  
Department heads  

Advances to.....................................................        10-35  
Director of accounts  

Notification re authorization of debts .......................      10-16  
Dog funds, receipt and disposition .............................       10-22  

FINANCES-Cont'd.  
Execution of deeds, etc. ..........................           10-3  
Expenditures  

Certification and/or approval  
Notification .................................            10-17  

Notification of authorization ....................          10-15  
Final judgments  

Authority for payment of ......................           10-24  
Fines and penalties inure to use of city ............         1-10  
Fiscal year ......................................             10-1  
Fuel oil. See herein: Sand, Gravel, Motor Fuel and Oil, Etc.  
Funding of new programs ........................           10-19  
Gifts. See herein: Bequests, Gifts and Trust Funds  
Gravel. See herein: Sand, Gravel, Motor Fuel and Oil, Etc.  
Heads of departments. See herein: Department Heads  
Heating oil. See herein: Sand, Gravel, Motor Fuel and Oil, Etc.  
Hotels, motels, lodging houses, etc; excise tax .............      10-46  
Insurance  

Life and accident coverage payroll deductions .....        10-40  
Judgments  

Authority to pay ...............................            10-24  
Labor, work and material  

Other than municipal undertakings ..............         10-37  
Life and accident coverage  

Payroll deductions .............................           10-40  
Memoranda  

Reports of bills, claims, memoranda, etc. .........        10-36  
Money received by officers, etc.  

Recording; reports to auditor ...................          10-10  
Motor fuel. See herein: Sand, Gravel, Motor Fuel and Oil, Etc.  
Municipal undertakings  

Labor, etc., for other than ......................          10-37  
Nonpayment of local taxes, fees, etc.  

Grant or renewal of license as affected by ............       10-45  
Official bonds, custody .....................             10-2  
Oil. See herein: Sand, Gravel, Motor Fuel and Oil, Etc.  
Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included  

herein. See the preliminary pages and the adopting  
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ordinance of this code  

Payment of bills  
Certification of payment for purposes authorized . .       10-26  
Report of payments to auditor, etc. ..............         10-30  
Tenth of month, exception ......................          10-27  

Payroll deductions  
Community chests or united funds ................         10-41  

FINANCES-Cont'd.  
Hospital service ...............................            10-39  
Life and accident insurance .....................          10-40  
Union dues ....................................            10-42  

Payrolls  
General procedure for payment ...................         10-25  

Purchasing department, agent, etc. ........................        10-50 et seq.  
See: PURCHASING  

Recording fees ...................................            2-7  
Salaries  

Weekly payment ......:........................           10-38  
Sand, gravel, motor fuel and oil, etc.  

Estimates of requirements ......................          10-31  
Requisitions ...................................            10-33  
Specifications to be prepared ....................          10-32  
Successful bidder to furnish bond ................         10-34  

Statements to treasurer  
Fees, charges, commissions ......................          10-11  

Transfer of funds ................................            10-20  
Transfers and accounts  

Notification of authorization ....................          10-15  
Trust funds. See herein: Bequests, Gifts and Trust Funds  
Unappropriated funds ............................           10-21  
Union dues  

Payroll deductions ..............................           10-42  
United funds, payroll deductions ...................          10-41  
Warrants  

Authority of treasurer to pay ...................          10-24  
Wastewater enterprise fund..................................        16-96  
Water bills  

Reports of bills, claims, memoranda, etc. .........        10-36  
Zoo enterprise fund............................................        18-10  

 
FINES, FORFEITURES AND PENALTIES  

Fines and penalties inure to use of city .............         1-10  
General penalty clause ...........................           1-9  
Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included  

herein. See the preliminary pages and the adopting  
ordinance of this code  

Repeal of ordinances  
Penalties and pending litigation not affected ......        1-12  

 
FIRE ALARMS (Auxiliary connected)  

Application for circuit ...........................             6-102  
Approval, testing, etc. ............................             6-103  
Definitions ......................................              6-100  
Interior fire alarm system  

Equipment and operation of ....................            6-105  
Meaning of terms, etc. ...........................             6-103  
Municipal system connections .....................            6-104  
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FIRE ALARMS (Auxiliary connected) (Cont'd.)  

Operating instructions ...........................................       6-108  
Painting ...........................................................        6-107  
Reference standards..............................................       6-101  
Systems operating characteristics ..............................       6-106  
Type of circuit.....................................................        6-103  

 
FIRE DEPARTMENT  

Appointments .....................................................        19-124  
Building construction, as to .....................................       19-133  
Chaplains..........................................................        19-127 
Compensation.....................................................        19-80  
Composition .......................................................        19-120  
Deputy chief and district chief  

Duties of ........................................................        19-126  
Election of officers  

Protecting society, of...........................................       19-131  
Executive head ...................................................        19-120  
Fire chief  

Appointments, promotions, removals, etc. ..................      19-124  
Deputy chief and district chief, duties.......................      19-126  
Duties in general...............................................       19-122  
Organization and rules........................................       19-123  
Records and reports ...........................................       19-125  
Request by licensing board to investigate site..............      15-69.3  
Required safety devices .......................................       15-69.9  

Fire prevention ...................................................        19-133 Code.  
See: FIRE PREVENTION CODE  

Forest warden  
Appointment....................................................        19-128  
Eligibility .......................................................        19-129  

Holiday pay .......................................................        19-80  
Mayor as executive head ......................................       2-21  

Organization and rules ..........................................       19-123  
Outside aid ................................... : ....................       19-134  
Promotions ........................................................        19-124  
Protecting society  

Election of officers .............................................       19-131  
Established, duty, etc. .........................................       19-130  
Rules and regulations .........................................       19-132  

Records and reports ..............................................       19-125  
Removals, etc......................................................        19-124  
Rules and regulations  

Protecting society, of...........................................       19-132  
Telephonic and burglar alarm systems ........................       17-14  
Vacancies, filling..................................................        19-121  
Vacations ..........................................................        19-81  

 
FIRE DISTRICT  

Described ..........................................................        6-1  
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Section  
FIRE ESCAPES  

Certain building requirements..................................       6-75  
See also: SIGNS, AWNINGS, MARQUEES, ETC.  

 
FIRE FIGHTING EXHIBITIONS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk .................      15-1.1  
License fee schedule..............................................       15-1.1  
Mayor's licenses ..................................................        15-20 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
FIRE HYDRANTS  

Advertising matter placed on ...................................       22-13  
 
FIRE LANES  

Private property devoted to public use.........................       11-11  
Vehicles obstructing..............................................        23-8  

 
FIRE PREVENTION  

Bonfires in public ways ..........................................       22-4  
Home oxygen services............................................       11-12  

 
FIRE PREVENTION CODE  

Adopted............................................................        11-1  
Appeals ............................................................        11-7  
Bureau of fire prevention  

Establishment and duties of..................................       11-5  
Definitions ........................................................        11-2  
Explosives and blasting agents  

Storage districts, limits, etc................................        11-8  
Fire lanes on private property ..................................       11-11  
Flammable liquids and outside aboveground tanks  

Storage districts, limits, etc...................................       11-8  
Junk, old metals and secondhand articles dealers  

Fire prevention cautions and requirements.................      15-40  
Liquefied petroleum gases  

Bulk storage, limits............................................       11-9  
Modifications......................................................        11-3  
Motor vehicle routes  

Vehicles transporting blasting agents, etc...................      11-10  
New materials, processes or occupancies  

Permits may be required, when ..............................      11-6 
Penalties...........................................................        11-4  
Permits  

Appeals..........................................................        11-7  
New materials, processes or occupancies .................     11-6  

 
FIREARMS AND WEAPONS  

Discharging weapons, etc........................................       17-7  
 
FIRES, CONFLAGRATIONS, ETC.  

Emergency management authorities, in emergencies, etc. ..     8-1 et seq.  
See: EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  
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Loss of building by fire, zoning requirements .................      9-204  

 
 
 
 
 

Section  
FIREWOOD  

Obstructing public ways......................................        22-10  
 
FIREWORKS  

Fire prevention code regulations ..................          11-1 et seq.  
See: FIRE PREVENTION CODE  

 
FIRMS  

Person defined re ................................            1-2  
 
FISH PEDDLERS, ETC.  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk ........         15-1.1  
City council's licenses .............................           15-30 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
Mayor's licenses ..................................            15-20 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
FISH PONDS  

Protection ........:..............................             9-207F  
Zoning in general. See: ZONING  

 
FISHING AND SHELLFISH TAKING  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk ........         15-1.1  
City council's licenses .............................           15-30 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
Mayor's licenses . . . . . . ...........................           15-20 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
Public weigher of fish .............................           15-83 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
FISHING INDUSTRY  

Committee on shellfish in fishing industry; duties ........       2-69  
Fish auction....................................................         15-13  

 
FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS  

Fire prevention code regulations ...................          11-1 et seq.  
See: FIRE PREVENTION CODE  

 
FLAMMABLES  

Petroleum products, etc., licenses ..................          15-61 et seq.  
City council's licenses in general. See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  

Prohibited sewer discharges .......................          16-28  
See also: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
FLOODED LAND  

Special flood hazard areas ........................           9-320 et seq.  
See: ZONING  

 
FLOODS  

Emergency Management authorities, in emergencies, etc..      8-1 et seq.  
See: EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  
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Section  
FLORENCE L. WAITE FUND  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds ....................          10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
FLORENCE WAITE LIBRARY FUND  

Expenditures of certain bequests by library trustees .....       10-105  
Trust funds in general. See: FINANCES  

 
FOLLOWING, PRECEDING  

Terms construed...............................................         1-2  
 
FOOD AND FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS  

Common victuallers; license fee schedule ..................       15-1.2 
 
FOOD CATERING VEHICLES  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk ..............       15-1.1  
Mayor's licenses ...............................................        15-20 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
FOOD PEDDLERS  

City council's licenses.........................................        15-30 et seq. 
See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  

 
FOREST WARDEN  

Appointment, etc. .............................................        19-128 et seq.  
See: FIRE DEPARTMENT  

 
FORM OF GOVERNMENT  

Plan B method of city government ..........................        Char. § § 56, 63  
Operative date of plan......................................         Char. § 57  

 
FORTUNETELLERS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by licensing board ..       15-1.2  
License fee schedule...........................................        15-1.2  

 
FOUNTAINS  

Littering........................................................         12-20 et seq.  
See: LITTERING (Generally)  

 
FOWL. See: ANIMALS AND FOWL  
 
FRANCHISES  

Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included  
herein. See the preliminary pages and the adopting  
ordinance of this code  

FRAUD  
Illegally taking water.........................................         16-66  

 
FREDERICK S. ALLEN LIBRARY FUND  

Expenditures of certain bequests by library trustees .....       10-105  
Trust funds in general. See: FINANCES  
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FREDERICK SLOCUM ALLEN FUND  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds ..............................        10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. See: LIBRARIES  

Section  
FREEZERS, FREEZER LOCKERS, ETC  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk ..............       15-1.1  
Storage or abandonment of refrigerators, etc ..............       17-11  

 
FRUIT PEDDLERS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk ..............       15-1.1  
Provisions re ...................................................         15-44 et seq.  

 
FUEL OIL  

Estimates of requirements ...................................        10-31 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

Prohibited sewer discharges..................................        16-28  
See also: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
G 

 
GAMBLING  

Convictions disqualifies persons for licenses or permits..       15-5  
Exposure of devices ...........................................        17-12  

 
GAMES, ETC.  

Playing in streets ................................            23-9  
 
GARBAGE AND TRASH  

Burning ........................................             12-46  
Harbor pollution control definitions and regulations . .       5-5  
Littering . ......................................             12-20 et seq.  

See: LITTERING (Generally)  
Permits  

Refuse containers (roll-offs). See herein: Solid Waste  
Collection and Disposal  

Sewer regulations .............................................        16-20 et seq.  
See: WATER AND SEWERS  

Solid waste collection and disposal  
Administration .................................            16-71 et seq.  
Board of health  

Authority preserved ..........................           16-72  
Branches, tree trimmings, etc. ...................           16-76  
Commissioner of public works  

Powers, duties, etc. ..........................            16-71  
Definitions ....................................             16-70  
Duty of owners .............................................         16-74  
No free service .............................................         16-73  
Officers designated to administer .......................         16-71  
Permit to use facility .....................................         16-71  

Receptacles ..............................................         16-75  
Refuse containers (roll-offs)  

Applications for permits, etc...........................         16-80  
Conditions of granting permit .........................        16-82  
Fees for permits .........................................         16-82  
Retail merchants re ....................................         16-74.1  
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GARBAGE AND TRASH-Cont'd.  

Permits ......:.............................            16-79  
Terms ...................................            16-80  

Substances not defined as garbage, ashes, or rubbish  
Deposit for collection of .......................          16-77  

Tree trimmings, wire cuttings, etc. ..............         16-76  
Unauthorized removal or transporting ............         16-78  

 
GARBAGE GRINDERS  

Prohibited sewer discharges .......................          16-28  
See: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
GAS APPLIANCES, PIPING, ETC.  

Inspector of gas piping........................................        6-26 et seq.  
See: BUILDINGS  

 
GASES  

Prohibited sewer discharges .......................          16-28  
See: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
GASOLINE (Tanks, storage, etc.)  

Fire prevention code regulations ...................          11-1 et seq.  
See: FIRE PREVENTION CODE  

Petroleum products, etc., licenses ..................          15-61 et seq.  
City council's licenses in general. See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  

Prohibited sewer discharges ......................           16-28  
See: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
GEESE  

Fowl at large, etc..................................            4-4  
 
GENDER  

Word usage for interpreting code ..................          1-2  
 
GEORGE HOWLAND, JR., LIBRARY FUND  

Expenditures of certain bequests by library trustees . .       10-105  
Trust funds in general. See: FINANCES  

 
GEORGE 0. CROCKER LIBRARY FUND  

Expenditures of certain bequests by library trustees . .       10-105  
Trust funds in general. See: FINANCES  

 
GIFFORD, WILLIAM L. R.  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds ....................          10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
GIFTS, DONATIONS, TRUST FUNDS, ETC.  

Generally ........................................             10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
GOATS  

Livestock at large or grazing in streets ........................      4-4  
Animals regulations in general. See: ANIMALS AND FOWL  

 
GOVERNING BODY. See: CITY COUNCIL  
 
GRAFFITI  

Bias crime .........................................................        2-136  
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Indecent figures or writing on buildings, etc..................      17-5  

 
GRAVEL, MOTOR FUEL AND OIL  

Estimates of requirements ......................................       10-31 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
GRAVES  

Veterans grave officer .............................................       25-8 et seq.  
See: VETERANS  

 
GRAVEYARD. See: CEMETERIES  
 
GRAZING ANIMALS  

Livestock at large or grazing in streets........................       4-4  
Animals regulations in general. See: ANIMALS AND FOWL  

 
GREASE TRAPS  

Prohibited sewer discharges ....................................       16-28  
See: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
GUARD OR GUIDE DOGS  

Certain exemptions for "seeing-eye" dogs......................      4-32  
 
GUARDS  

Police work at dances, carnivals, circuses, etc.................      19-98  
 
GUINEA HENS  

Fowl at large, etc.................................................        4-4  
 
GUNS  

Discharging weapons, etc........................................       17-7  
 

H 
 
HAIR, FLESHINGS, ETC.  

Prohibited sewer discharges ....................................       16-28  
See: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
HANDBILLS  

Advertising on trees, poles, etc..................................       22-13  
Littering ...........................................................        12-20 et seq.  

 
HANDICAPPED PERSONS. See: DISABLED PERSONS  
 
HARBOR MASTER  

Appointment... ................................................         5-1  
Boat regulations. See: BOATS, DOCKS AND WATER-WAYS  

 
HATHAWAY, ELLEN R.  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .................................       10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
HAWKERS. See also: PEDDLERS, CANVASSERS AND SOLICITORS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk .................      15-1.1  
City council's licenses ............................................       15-30 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
License fee schedule..... .........................................       15-1.1  
Restrictions governing hawkers and peddlers.................      15-52  
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HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS  

Fire prevention code regulations ...............................       11-1 et seq.  
See: FIRE PREVENTION CODE  

 
HEADS OF POULTRY .............................................         9-208 (18)  
 
HEALTH AND SANITATION  

Animals in general ...............................................        4-1 et seq.  
See: ANIMALS AND FOWL  

Board of health  
Abuse or damage to environment, investigation of ........     12-6  
Compensation ..................................................       12-2  
Investigation of nuisances ....................................       12-5  
Membership ....................................................        12-1  
Powers and responsibilities ...................................       12-4 
Removal.........................................................        12-3  
Terms of office..................................................       12-1  

City physician  
Appointment....................................................        12-7 
Duties re contagious diseases ................................       12-8  
Other professional services, rendering ......................      12-9  

Committee on elderly affairs, health, housing and veterans  
Duty .............................................................        2-74  

Dogs; rabies control ..............................................       4-19 et seq.  
See: ANIMALS AND FOWL  

Harbor pollution control definitions and regulations.........      5-5  
Health department  

Director requested to investigate site for licensing board.     15-69.3  
Revocation of acceptance of act...............................      12-10  

Housing authority................................................        13-1 et seq.  
Littering, illegal discharge of wastes...........................       12-20 et seq.  

See: LITTERING (Generally)  
 
HEALTH AND SANITATION (Cont'd.)  

Sewer regulations. See: WATER AND SEWERS  
Solid waste collection and disposal.............................       16-70 et seq.  

See: GARBAGE AND TRASH  
 
HEARINGS  

Motor vehicle engine and damage repair shops, license application  
hearings for ....................................            15-69.4  

Street construction and maintenance hearings ...............      22-34  
Zoning board of appeals .........................................       9-6 et seq.  

See: ZONING  
 
HEATING FUEL  

Estimates of requirements ......................................       10-31 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
HISTORICAL COMMISSION  

Generally ..........................................................        2-150 et seq.  
See: NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION, ETC.  

 
HISTORICAL OBJECTS  

Duties of committee on recreation, tourism and historical objects….  2-68  
 
HITCHHIKING  
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Soliciting rides....................................................        23-18  

 
HOGS  

Livestock at large, etc............................................       4-4  
Animals in general. See: ANIMALS AND FOWL  

 
HOLIDAYS  

Computation of time re..........................................        1-2  
Legal holidays for certain employees...........................       19-31  

 
HOME OXYGEN SERVICES  

Fire prevention ...................................................        11-12  
 
HOMELESSNESS  

Department of human services .................................       2-203 et seq.  
See: HUMAN SERVICES  

 
HONEY BEES.  

Keeping............................................................        4-5  
 
HONOR ROLL  

Veterans honor roll, establishing, etc...........................       25-3  
 
HORSES  

Livestock at large or grazing in streets........................       4-4  
Animals regulations in general. See: ANIMALS AND FOWL  

 
HOSPITAL SERVICE  

Payroll deductions................................ ..............        10-39  
 
HOSPITALS  

Dog bite cases, reporting ........................................       4-36  
  

HOTELS. See: PUBLIC LODGING HOUSES  
 
HOUSE BOATS  

Harbor pollution control definitions and regulations.........      5-5  
 
HOUSE TRAILER PARKS  

Zoning requirements .............................................       9-207B  
See also: ZONING  

 
HOUSING  

Condominium conversion........................................       13-5  
Department of human services .................................       2-203 et seq.  

See: HUMAN SERVICES  
New Bedford historical commission ............................       2-150 et seq.  

See: NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION  
 
HOUSING AUTHORITY  

Appointment......................................................        13-1 
Composition.......................................................        13-1  
Officers and employees of .......................................       13-3  
Powers in general ................................................        13-4  
Removal of members .............................................       13-2  
Residence requirement..... ...................................        13-1  
Term of office .....................................................        13-1  
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HOWLAND TRUST FUNDS  

Generally ..........................................................        10-104  
Trust funds in general. See: FINANCES  

 
HUMAN RELATIONS  

Commission on human relations ...............................       2-130 et seq.  
See: COMMISSION ON HUMAN RELATIONS  

 
HUMAN SERVICES  

Department of human services  
Annual report ..................................................        2-206  

Director of human services  
Appointment; compensation................................       2-204 
Duties.........................................................         2-205  

Established .....................................................         2-203  
Housing authority .............................................        13-1 et seq.  

 
HUNGER  

Department of human services .................................       2-203 et seq.  
See: HUMAN SERVICES  

 
HURRICANES  

Emergency Management authorities, in emergencies, etc. ..     8-1 et seq.  
See: EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  

 
I 

 
ICE BOXES  

Storage or abandonment.........................................       17-11  
  

ICE. See: SNOW AND ICE  
 
IDA TUCKER FUND  

Generally ..........................................................        10-122  
Trust funds in general. See: FINANCES  

 
IMPROVEMENTS. See: PUBLIC WORKS AND IMPROVEMENTS  
 
IMPURE WATER  

Emptying on public ways ........................................       12-43  
 
INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF MAYOR  

Responsibility of clerk of committees ..........................       2-62  
 
INDEBTEDNESS OF CITY  

Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included  
herein. See the preliminary pages and the adopting ordinance  
of this Code  

 
INDECENCY AND OBSCENITY  

Dressing or undressing in vehicles .............................       17-4 
Graffiti.............................................................        17-5  
Indecent exposure ................................................       17-3 et seq.  
Indecent figures or writing on buildings, etc..................      17-5  
Nude bathing .....................................................        17-3  

 
INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION  

Generally ..........................................................        20-11 et seq.  
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See: PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT  

 
INDUSTRIAL WASTES  

Prohibited sewer discharges ....................................       16-28  
See also: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
INFECTIOUS DISEASES. See: DISEASE CONTROL  
 
INFLAMMABLES  

Fire prevention code regulations ...............................       11-1 et seq.  
See: FIRE PREVENTION CODE  

Petroleum products, etc., licenses ..............................       15-61 et seq. 
City council's licenses in general. See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  

Prohibited sewer discharges ....................................       16-28  
See also: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
INNS, LODGING HOUSES, ETC.  

Certain licenses and permits issued by licensing board .....      15-1.2  
Excise tax .........................................................        10-46  
License fee schedule..............................................       15-1.2  
Mayor's licenses ..................................................        15-20 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
INSECTS  

Beekeeping........................................................        4-5  
 
INSURANCE  

Life and accident coverage payroll deduction .................      10-40  
Streets and sidewalks  
Construction and maintenance  

Indemnification of city ........................................       22-42  
Taxicabs and other vehicles for hire............................       24-10  

 
INSURRECTION, WAR  

Emergency Management authorities, in emergencies, etc. ..     8-1 et seq.  
See: EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  

Police aid to other cities .........................................       19-117  
 
INTERCEPTORS  

Prohibited sewer discharges ....................................       16-28  
See also: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS  

Committee on internal affairs; duties ..........................       2-75  
 
INTOXICATING LIQUOR  

Consuming or carrying alcoholic beverages ...................      17-10  
Alcoholic beverages in general. See: ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES  

 
INVASION OF PRIVACY  

Peeping in windows, etc. ........................................       17-2  
 

J 
 
JAIL  

Keeper of the lockup .............................................       19-102 et seq.  
See: POLICE DEPARTMENT  
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JAMES B. CONGDON LIBRARY FUND  

Expenditures of certain bequests by library trustees ........      10-105  
Trust funds in general. See: FINANCES  

 
JOB TRAINING  

Department of human services .................................       2-203 et seq.  
See: HUMAN SERVICES  

 
JOINT OWNER  

Owner defined re .................................................        1-2  
 
JONES, SUSAN G. W.  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .................................       10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
JUDGMENTS (Civil)  

Payment ...........................................................        10-24  
Finances of city in general. See: FINANCES  

 
JUDGMENTS OR DECREES  

Severability of invalid parts of Code ...........................       1-3  
 
JUKEBOXES  

Certain licenses and permits issued by licensing board       15-1.2  
License fee schedule..............................................       15-1.2  

 
JUNK AND SECONDHAND DEALERS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk .................      15-1.1  
Licenses................................               15-30 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
License fee schedule ..............................................       15-1.1  
Mayors Licenses...........................................          15-20 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
Motor vehicles, junk; keeping ...................................       9-207E  

 
JUVENILES. See: MINORS  
 

Section 4.09 K 
 
KEMPTON FUND  

Expenditures of certain bequests by library trustees ........      10-105  
Trust funds in general. See: FINANCES  

 
KENNELS  

Defined ......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..............................       4-1  
See also: ANIMALS AND FOWL  

 
KEROSENE STORAGE  

Petroleum products, etc, licenses ………………….          15-61 et seq.  
City council's licenses in general. See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  

 
KITES  
Flying in public places ………………………..              23-9  
 

Section 4.10 L 
 
LABOR RELATIONS  

Commission on human relations ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     2-130 et seq.  
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See: COMMISSION ON HUMAN RELATIONS  

Committee on commerce, labor and transportation  
Duties...........................................................        2-73  

 
LAKES  

Littering .. . .. . . . .. . . . . . . ...................................       12-28  
 
LAMPPOSTS. See: POLES AND WIRES  
 
LAND  

New Bedford Historical Commission .............. ...........       2-150 et seq.  
See NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION, ETC.  

Owner defined re .....................................           1-2  
Tenant, occupant, etc., construed re ............................      1-2  

 
LAND DEVELOPMENT  

Environmental damage or abuse, investigation of............      12-6  
 
LANDFILLS  

Solid waste collection and disposal .............................       16-70 et seq.  
See: GARBAGE AND TRASH  

 
LANDMARKS  

Historic districts, etc..... ........................................       2-150 et seq.  
See: NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION, ETC.  

 
LANES  

General definitions for interpreting Code .....................       1-2  
Public ways in general. See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  

 
LARCENY  

Convictions disqualifies persons for licenses or permits .....      15-5  
 
LAVATORIES  

Harbor pollution control definitions and regulations.........      5-5  
 
LAW DEPARTMENT  

City solicitor to assist............................................        2-83  
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT  

Insignia, uniform or clothing of any law enforcement agency  
Unlawful use ...................................................        17-22  

Police department. See that subject  
 
LAWSUITS. See: SUITS AND PLEAS  
 
LAWYERS  

City solicitor ......................................................        2-80 et seq.  
See: CITY SOLICITOR  

 
LEASES  

Execution of deeds ...............................................        10-3  
 
LEAVES OF ABSENCE  

Personnel in general .............................................        19-30 et seq.  
See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  

 
LEGAL CLAIMS  
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City solicitor to investigate and dispose of ....................      2-86  

 
LEGAL HOLIDAYS  

Certain employees................................................        19-31  
Computation of time re..........................................        1-2  

 
LEGAL INSTRUMENTS  

Execution of deeds, etc...........................................       10-3  
Purchasing authority  

Exercise of authority to conform with all legal  
requirements .......................................................      10-60  

 
LEGAL OPINIONS  

City solicitor, duties..............................................        2-85  
 

Section  
LEGISLATION  

Proposed ordinances, etc., to be published ....................      1-5  
Code in general. See: CODE OF ORDINANCES  

 
LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL  

Appointment ......................................................        2-47 (a)  
Code of ordinances, construction, etc. See: CODE OF ORDINANCES 

Duties..............................................................        2-47 (b)  
Removal ...........................................................        2-47 (c)  

 
LIABILITIES  

City treasurer and collector of taxes ...........................       2-103  
 
LIBRARY (Free public library)  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .................................       10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

Board of trustees  
Agents, staff, etc. ..............................................       14-4  
Annual report ..................................................        14-7 
Appointment....................................................        14-2  
Appropriations, grants, etc.  

Use of .........................................................       14-5  
Committees .....................................................       14-3  
Composition ....................................................        14-1  
Confirmation ...................................................        14-2  
Director .........................................................        14-4  
Mayor as ex officio member...................................       2-22  
Meetings ........................................................        14-3  
Officers ..........................................................        14-3  
Regulations for care and management of library, making.     14-6  
Staff, officers, etc...............................................       14-4  
Terms of office..................................................       14-2  

Care and management  
Regulations for, making .......................................       14-6  

Purchase of books and instructional items ....................      10-73  
 
LICENSES AND PERMITS  

Adult entertainment  
Adult bookstores and motion picture theaters..............      9-207L et seq.  
Special permit for establishments which display live nudity for  

its patrons et seq.  
See: ZONING  
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Alcoholic beverages...............................................       15-90 et seq.  

See: ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES  
Amusements  

Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-23  
Applications  

Constables services ............................................       19-100  
Deposits for cost of advertising............... ................      15-2  
Investigation of applicants  

Chief of police to assist .....................................       15-4  
 
LICENSES AND PERMITS (Cont'd.)  

Required ......................................................       15-3  
Notice of applications, advertising ...........................      15-2  
Reference to mayor and city council .........................      15-7  

Asphalt plant special permit ....................................       9-207N  
Auctioneers  

Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Automatic amusement devices  
Particular licenses issued by licensing board ...............      15-1.2  

Awnings, etc.......................................................        6-61 et seq.  
See: SIGNS, AWNINGS, MARQUEES, ETC.  

Billiards  
Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Boarding houses  
Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by licensing board ...............      15-1.2  

Body art establishments  
Special permits for body art establishments................      9-207P et seq.  

See: ZONING  
Bonds  

Constables ......................................................        19-100  
Bowling alleys  

Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Building moving permits ........................................       22-50 et seq.  
See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  

Building permit application form...............................       6-29.1  
Building sewers and connections  

Sewer regulations..............................................       16-20 et seq.  
See: WATER AND SEWERS  

Carousels  
Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Certificate of appropriateness  
Historical buildings, etc. ......................................       2-155  

City clerk  
Granting and issuing authority delegated to ...............      15-1  
Particular licenses and permits issued by ..................      15-1.1  

City council  
Applications referred to .......................................       15-7  

City council's licenses  
Auctioneers  

Fee, residence, term of license .............................      15-31  
Billiards, pool, sippio, bowling  

Hours regulated .............................................       15-53  
Minors, admitting ...........................................       15-54  
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Revocation of license, penalty ..............................      15-55  

Charitable purposes, temporary licenses for................      15-30  
 

  
LICENSES AND PERMITS (Cont'd.)  

Junk collectors, hawkers, peddlers of fruits, etc.  
Junk, pawnbrokers, etc.  

Creation of noise, parking restrictions .................       15-51  
License as both junk collector and peddler of fruits, etc.       15-45  
License endorsement, display, etc..........................        15-44  
Minors, dealing with ........................................         15-49  
Parking restrictions, creating noise .......................        15-51  
Pawnbrokers, junk, etc., dealers  

Violations by, fine, revocation ...........................        15-50  
Residence requirements ....................................         15-44  
Revocation  

Disqualification following ................................        15-51  
Violations by pawnbrokers, etc..........................        15-50  

Junk, old metals and secondhand articles dealers  
Daily returns.................................................        15-43  
Fire prevention precautions ................................       15-40  
Holding period ...............................................        15-41  
Information in license............................... ........        15-42  
Minors, dealing with ........................................        15-41  
Record, identification sign ..................................       15-39  
Residence requirements ....................................        15-38  
Signature, etc., of seller ....................................       15-43  
Suspected theft, notice ......................................       15-43  

Motor vehicle engine and damage repair shops  
Licenses  

Applications ...............................................        15-69.2  
Cost and notice of application ...........................       15-69.3  
Exemption, temporary....................................       15-69.7 
Fee..........................................................        15-69.2  
Granting of ................................................        15-69.5  
Hearings for ...............................................        15-69.4  
Posting of ..................................................        15-69.6  
Renewal ....................................................        15-69.10 
Requirements..............................................        15-69 15-69.7  
Restrictions ................................................        15-69.5  
Revocation .................................................        15-69.11  
Termination upon transfer ...............................       15-69.8  

Pawnbrokers  
Daily returns................................................ .        15-35  
Fees, bonds, etc. .............................................        15-33  
Minors, dealing with ........................................        15-37  
Notice of circumstances indicating stolen property......      15-36  
Signature, address, description of person selling ........      15-34  

Petroleum products, etc.  
Annual certificate of registration, fee .....................       15-63  
Fees for licenses .............................................        15-62  
Licenses authorized .........................................        15-61  

Shellfish  
Interference with taking................ ....................       15-69  

 
LICENSES AND PERMITS (Cont'd.)  

Issuance ......................................................       15-64  
License or permit required .................................      15-64  
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Penalty .......................................................        15-64  
Regulations authorized .....................................       15-64  
Renewal, ineligibility after surrender.....................      15-67  
Shellfish constables and wardens, designation ..........     15-65  
Surrender of license or permit .............................      15-67  
Suspension of licenses and permits .......................      15-66  

Shooting galleries  
Bonds ....... . ................................................       15-58  
Definitions ...................................................       15-57  
Fees ...........................................................        15-59  
Suspension, revocation. .....................................      15-56  
Term of license.... ...........................................       15-56  

Sunday sports ..................................................       15-60  
Coin-operated amusement devices  

Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Commercial fishing vessels......................................       15-13  
Concerts  

Particular licenses issued by licensing board ...............      15-1.2  
Constables re .....................................................        19-100  
Dog licenses .. . ...................................................        4-19  
Drivers' licenses  

Vehicles for hire ................................................       24-17 et seq.  
See: VEHICLES FOR HIRE  

Entertainment  
Particular licenses issued by licensing board ...............      15-1.2  

Exhibitions  
Mayor's licenses  
Particular licenses issued by licensing board ...............      15-1.2  

Fee schedule ......................................................        15-1.1, 15-1.2  
Ferris wheels  

Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Fire escape ........................................................        6-60 et seq.  
See: SIGNS, AWNINGS, MARQUEES, ETC.  

Fire fighting exhibitions  
Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Fish peddlers  
Mayor's licenses ...... . ...............................         15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Fishing vessels, commercial .....................................       15-13  
Food peddlers  

Mayor's licenses ..... . ................................         15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Fortune tellers  
Particular licenses issued by licensing board ...............      15-1.2  

LICENSES AND PERMITS (Cont'd.)  
Generally ..........................................................        15-80  
Grant or renewal re nonpayment of local taxes, lies, etc..      10-45  
Granting and issuing  

Authority delegated............................................       15-1  
Hawkers  

Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  
Restrictions .....................................................        15-52  

House moving permits ...........................................       22-50 et seq.  
See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  
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Ineligibility  

Conviction of certain offenses ................................       15-5  
Minors. ..........................................................        15-6  

Inns  
Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Inspector of wire re issuance................................... .       2-190  
Investigation  

Constable services .............................................       19-100  
Junk collectors. See also herein: City Council's Licenses  

Mayor's licenses ..................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Licensing board  
Granting and issuing authority delegated to ..............      15-1.2  

Lodging houses  
Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Loudspeakers, sound trucks, etc. ...............................       15-12  
Marina permits, harbor pollution control regulations ........      5-5  
Marquees ..........................................................        6-61 et seq.  

See: SIGNS, AWNINGS, MARQUEES, ETC.  
Mayor's licenses  

Applications referred to mayor ...............................       15-7  
Carousels, ferris wheels, etc. .................................       15-20  
Fees for amusement rides....................................       15-21  
Roller skating rinks ...........................................       15-20  
Sunday amusement licenses ..................................      15-23  
Theatrical exhibitions .........................................       15-22  

Merry go rounds  
Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Minors  
Ineligibility for licensing ......................................       15-6  
Particular persons, etc., dealing with. See herein specific  

businesses, etc.  
Spray paint containers, sale prohibited .....................      15-14  

Motor vehicle engine and damage repair shops.............. .      15-1.2,15-69 et seq.  
See: MOTOR VEHICLE ENGINE AND DAMAGE REPAIR SHOPS  

Moving buildings, permits.......................................       22-50 et seq.  
See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  

New materials, processes or occupancies ......................      11-6  
See: FIRE PREVENTION CODE  

Nudity. See herein: Adult Entertainment  
Obstructing streets, permits for ................................       22-50 et seq.  

See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  
Old metal collectors  

City council, issued by. See herein: City Council's Licenses  
Old metal collectors  

Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  
Paint  

Spray paint containers; sale to minors prohibited .........      15-14  
Parade permits ...................................................        23-14  
Peddlers  

City council, issued by. See herein: City Council's Licenses  
Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  
Restrictions .....................................................        15-52  

Picnic groves  
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Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk...............      15-1.1  
License fee schedule ...........................................       15-1.1  

Pit bull; special permit...................................... .....       4-29 (i)  
Poolrooms  

Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Precious metals. See also herein: City Council's Licenses  
Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Public lodging houses  
Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Public weigher of fish  
Appointment, term, bond .....................................       15-83  
Conflict of interest .............................................       15-85  
Definitions; duties; fee; validity ..............................      15-85.1  
Deputy weigher ................................................       15-84  

Railways, ferris wheels, etc.  
Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Refuse containers (dumpsters)..................................       16-79 et seq.  
See: GARBAGE AND TRASH  

Restaurants  
Particular licenses issued by licensing board ...............      15-1.2  

Revocation  
Authorization ...................................................       15-10  
Grounds ..................... . . . . . .. . . . . . . .          15-11  

Roller skating rinks  
City clerk authority............................................       15-1.1  
Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Rooming houses  
Mayor's licenses................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Sales of motor vehicles  
Particular licenses issued by licensing board ...............      15-1.2  

Schedule of fees.................. . ................................       15-1.1, 15-1.2  
Sealer and deputy sealers  

Appointment, salary, fees, accounting .......................      15-86  
Certificate required for certain businesses..................      15-87  

Secondhand articles. See also herein: City Council's Licenses  
Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Shellfish  
Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Sign permits for central business district .....................       6-83 et seq.  
See: SIGN CODE  

Signs, awnings, etc. ..............................................       6-60 et seq.  
See: SIGNS, AWNINGS, MARQUEES, ETC.  

Sippio tables  
Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Skateboard ramps re.............................................        9-207K.1  
Skating rinks  

Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Solid waste collection and disposal permits ...................      16-71  
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Special flood hazard area building permits....................      9-322 et seq.  

See: ZONING  
Special permit for zoning requirements .......................       9-207C  
Special police officers license fees ..............................       19-109  
Spray paint containers  

Sale to minors prohibited .....................................       15-14  
Street construction and maintenance permits ................      22-37  

See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  
Streets and sidewalks  

Projections into.................................................       22-70 et seq.  
See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  

Sunday amusements  
Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Telecommunications  
Special permits for wireless communications facilities ....     9-207Q.1 et seq.  

See: ZONING  
Term, duration, generally .......................................       15-8  
Terms construed ..................................................        1-2  
Theatrical exhibitions  

Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by licensing board ...............      15-1.2  

Transfer of.........................................................        15-9  
Transient vendors ................................................        15-71 et seq.  

See: PEDDLERS, CANVASSERS AND SOLICITORS  
Transportation of mechanism for incineration and water  

treatment .....................................................        15-70  
Vegetable peddlers  

Mayor's licenses ................................................       15-20 et seq.  
Particular licenses issued by clerk...........................       15-1.1  

Vehicle for hire .................................            24-1 et seq.  
See: VEHICLES FOR HIRE  

Victuallers  
Particular licenses issued by licensing board .........       15-1.2  

Weighers, measurers and surveys of commodities 
Appointment.................................................        15-80  
Duties ........................................................         15-81  
Fees for sealing, weighing or measuring devices.... ....      15-88  
Generally ....................................................         15-80  
Obligations ..................................................        15-81  
Public weigher of fish  

Appointment, term, bond ................................       15-83  
Conflict of interest .......................................        15-85  
Deputy weigher...........................................        15-84  

Qualifications ...............................................        15-80  
Sealer and deputy sealers  

Appointment, salary, fees, accounting .................      15-86  
Certificate required for certain businesses ............      15-87  

Term of office................................................        15-80  
Wood and bark measurers  

Appointment, oath, term ..........................         15-82  
Zoning permits. See: ZONING  

 
LIFE INSURANCE  

Payroll deductions ...............................            10-40  
 
LIGHTS AND BARRICADES  

Moving buildings and obstructing streets, for .......         22-50 et seq.  
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See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  

 
LIQUEFIED PETROLEUM GASES  

Fire prevention code regulations ...................          11-1 et seq.  
See: FIRE PREVENTION CODE  

 
LITIGATION  

Legislative counsel ...............................            2-47  
 
LITTERING (Generally)  

Abandoned motor vehicles ........................           12-48  
Aircraft, dropping litter from .......................          12-35  
Ash barrels, etc.,  

Emptying on public ways .........................          12-42  
Brine or impure water  

Emptying on public ways .........................          12-43  
Burning of garbage ...............................           12-46  
Clearing of litter from open private property by city .....       12-41  
Commercial and noncommercial handbills  

Depositing on uninhabited or vacant premises ........       12-31  
Distribution prohibited where property posted ........       12-32  
Inhabited private premises, distributing at ..........        12-33  

 
LITTERING  (Generally)-Cont'd.  

Placing on vehicles ..............................           12-30  
Throwing or distributing in public places ............        12-29  

Definitions ......................................             12-20  
Drinking fountains  

Placing dirt, etc., in .............................           12-44  
Gutters, streets, etc.  

Sweeping litter into prohibited ............. . . . . . .        12-23  
Lakes and fountains  

Litter in ......................................             12-28  
Litter thrown by persons in vehicles ..................         12-25  
Mail and newspapers, exemption for ..................         12-34  
Merchants' duty to keep sidewalks free of litter .........       12-24  
Motor vehicles, abandoned ...................................        12-48  
Occupied private property litter on .........................        12-37  
Owner to maintain premises free of litter ..................       12-38  
Parks, litter in .................................................         12-27  
Penalties .......................................................         12-47  
Posting notices prohibited ....................................        12-36  
Public places  

Litter in ......................................................         12-21  
Throwing or distributing commercial handbills in......       12-29  

Receptacles, placement of litter in receptacles so as to prevent 
scattering............................................           12-22  

Recovery by city of expenses of litter removal .............       12-40  
Sewers  

Placing refuse in ............................................        12-45  
Throwing or distributing commercial handbills in public  

places ......................................................         12-29  
Truckloads causing litter.....................................        12-26  
Vacant lots, litter on ..........................................        12-39  

 
LIVESTOCK  

Livestock at large or grazing in streets ............          4-4  
Animals regulations in general. See: ANIMALS AND FOWL  
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LOADING  

Off-street loading regulations .....................          9-207A  
See: ZONING  

Parking meter zones . . . ..........................           23-30 et seq.  
See: TRAFFIC  

 
LOBSTERS. See: SHELLFISH  
 
LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS. See: PUBLIC WORKS AND IMPROVEMENTS  
 
LOCKUP  

Keeper of the lockup . ............................           19-102 et seq.  
See: POLICE DEPARTMENT  

 
LODGING HOUSES. See: PUBLIC LODGING HOUSES  
 
LOITERING  

Prohibited; penalty ...............................................       17-16  
 
LOUDSPEAKERS  

License requirements ............................................       15-12  
 

Section 4.11 M 
MACKIE, ELIZABETH B.  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds . .............................       10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
MAIL  

Central mailing office ............................................       2-28  
 
MALLS AND SHOPPING CENTERS  

Fire lanes on private property, etc..............................       11-11  
 
MALT BEVERAGES  

Consuming or carrying alcoholic beverages ...................      17-10  
 
MANURE  

Prohibited sewer discharges ....................................       16-28  
See: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
MAPS. See: SURVEYS, MAPS AND PLATS  
 
MARINA  

Boats regulated...................................................        5-1 et seq.  
See: BOATS, DOCKS AND WATERWAYS  

 
MARKERS AND MONUMENTS  

Historic commission and district requirements ...............      2-150 et seq.  
See: NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION, ETC.  

 
MARQUEES. See: SIGNS, AWNINGS, MARQUEES, ETC.  
 
MASSACHUSETTS, COMMONWEALTH OF. See: STATE  
 
MAYOR  

Acting mayor......................................................        2-26  
Appointments by major subject to confirmation, exceptions…     Char. § 60  
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Approval and veto offer of mayor...............................       Char. § 63  
Central mailing office ............................................       2-28  
City council, mayor's duties re..................................       2-50  
City solicitor ......................................................        2-80 et seq.  

See: CITY SOLICITOR  
Clerk of committees responsibility re inaugural address ....      2-62  
Communications department ...................................       2-120 et seq.  

See: COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT  
Duties re city council.............................................        2-50  
Ex officio member of certain boards............................       2-22  
Execution of deeds, etc...........................................       10-3  
Executive head of city............................................       2-20  

 
Section  

MAYOR (Cont'd.)  
Executive orders.................................................        2-23  
Licensing regulations ............................................        15-20 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
Police and fire departments  

Mayor as executive head, etc. ................................      2-21 
Salary..............................................................        2-24  
Temporary closing of offices ......................................       2-27  
Vacancies in office, filling........................................       Char. § 59A, 2-25  

 
MEASURES  

Weighers, measurers and surveyor of commodities...........       15-80 et seq. .  
See: WEIGHERS, MEASURERS AND SURVEYORS OF  

COMMODITIES  
 
MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS  

City physician.....................................................          12-7 et seq.  
See: HEALTH AND SANITATION 

Emergency medical services.....................................       19-135 et seq.  
See: EMERGENCIES  

Sick leave regulations............... .............................       19-40 et seq.  
See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  

 
MEMORIAL FUNDS  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .................................       10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
MERCHANTS  

Business licenses. See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
MERRY GO ROUNDS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk .................      15-1.1  
Mayor's licenses ..................................................        15-20 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
METALS AND SECONDHAND DEALERS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk .................      15-1.1  
City council's licenses ............................................       15-30 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
License fee schedule..............................................       15-1.1  
Mayor's licenses ..................................................        15-20 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
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MILITARY SERVICE  

Leaves for personnel .............................................       19-44  
 
MILK CONTAINERS, PAPER CUPS, ETC.  

Prohibited sewer discharge......................................       16-28  
See: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
MINORITY RELATIONS  

Commission on human relations ...............................       2-130 et seq.  
 
MINORS  

Committee on youth and neighborhood issues; duties .......     2-77  
Extended school day program, high school dropout and teen  

pregnancy  
Department of human services ...............................       2-203 et seq.  

See: HUMAN SERVICES  
Junk, old metals and secondhand articles dealers  

Dealing with minors, etc. .....................................       15-37, 15-41, 15-49  
Licenses or permits not granted, etc. ..........................       15-6  
Liquor establishments  

Excluding of minors during entertainment .................      15-96  
Pawnbrokers, etc., dealing with ................................       15-37, 15-41, 15-49  
Poolrooms, billiard parlors, sippio tables, etc., admitting....      15-54  
Recreation and sporting activities for children  

Criminal history background checks...... ...................      17-21  
Shellfish license eligibility.......................................       15-68, Sec. 7  
Spray paint containers; sale to minors prohibited............      15-14  

 
MISSILES, THROWING  

Discharging weapons, etc........................................       17-7  
 
MOBILE HOME PARKS  

Zoning requirements .............................................       9-207B  
 
MOBS  

Police aid to other cities .........................................       19-117  
 
MONEY OF CITY. See: FINANCES  
 
MONTH  

Defined ............................................................        1-2  
 
MONUMENTS AND MARKERS  

Cemetery monuments, approval ................................       7-3,7-13  
Historic commission and district requirements ...............      2-150 et seq.  

See: NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION, ETC.  
 
MORAL TURPITUDE, CRIME OF  

Convictions disqualifies persons for licenses or permits .....      15-5  
 
MORGAN, CHARLES W  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .................................       10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
MORTGAGES  

Execution of documents..........................................       10-3  
 
MOSGROVE, BEATRICE CASSIE  
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Bequests, gifts and trust funds .................................       10-100 et seq.  

See: FINANCES  
 
MOTELS. See: PUBLIC LODGING HOUSES  
 
MOTION PICTURE THEATRES  

Adult bookstores and motion picture theatres ................      9-207L et seq.  
See: ZONING  

 
MOTOR BOATS  

Operating on Sassaquin Pond ..................................       5-6  
Boats in general. See: BOATS, DOCKS AND WATERWAYS  

 
MOTOR FUEL AND OIL  

Estimates of requirements ......................................       10-31 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
MOTOR VEHICLE ENGINE AND DAMAGE REPAIR SHOPS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by licensing board .....      15-1.2  
Definitions .........................................................        15-69.1  
Enforcement ......................................................        15-69.13  
Fire hazards ......................................................        15-69.9  
Licenses  

Fee schedule ....................................................       15-1.2 
Requirements...................................................        15-1.2,15-69 et seq.  

City council's licenses .......................................       15-69 et seq.  
See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  

Penalties...........................................................        15-69.12  
 
MOTOR VEHICLES AND OTHER VEHICLES  

Abandoned motor vehicles.......................................       12-48  
Bills for servicing city-owned vehicles .........................       10-72  

Purchasing procedures, etc. See: PURCHASING  
City vehicles  

Lettering ........................................................        10-43  
Use of ...........................................................        10-44  

Dressing or undressing in vehicles .............................       17-4  
Impoundment of vehicles used in the commission [of] certain  

violations .....................................................        17-23  
Motor vehicle routes  

Transportation of explosives, blasting agents, etc..........     11-10  
Oversized safety pins, persons carrying .......................      17-8  
Spillage from vehicles............................................       12-27  

Other provisions regarding littering. See: LITTERING, ILLEGAL  
DISCHARGE OF WASTES  

Traffic regulations ................................................        23-1 et seq.  
Trucks  

Heavy truck parking in residential zones...................      23-23  
Litter, truckloads causing.....................................       12-26  

Transportation of explosives, blasting agents, etc. .........      11-10  
Unregistered, junk motor vehicles, motor vehicle parts; keeping  

.......................................................           9-207E  
Other requirements relative to vehicles such as off-street  

parking, etc. See: ZONING  
 
MOTORCYCLES  

Riding on handlebars, etc. .......................................       23-12 et seq.  
See: TRAFFIC  
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MUNICIPAL AIRPORT  

Airport regulations ...............................................        3-20 et seq.  
See: AIRPORTS AND AIRCRAFT 

 
MUNICIPAL BUILDING  

Office space .......................................................        2-115  
See also: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  

 
MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS  

Generally ..........................................................        2-2  
See: ELECTIONS  

 
MUNICIPAL SEAL. See: CITY SEAL  
 
MUNICIPAL UTILITIES. See: UTILITIES  
 
MUNICIPALITIES  

Fire department outside aid ....................................       19-134  
Police department to aid other cities, when ...................      19-117  

 
MUNICIPALITY. See: CITY  

Section 4.12 N 
NAPHTHA  

Prohibited sewer discharges ....................................       16-28  
See: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
NATIONAL ORIGIN, PERSONS OF  

Commission on human relations ...............................       2-130 et seq.  
See: COMMISSION ON HUMAN RELATIONS  

 
NATURAL PERSONS  

Person defined re.................................................        1-2  
 
NAVY  

Veterans .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       25-1 et seq.  
See: VETERANS  

 
NEGRO RACE  

Commission on human relations ...............................       2-130 et seq.  
See: COMMISSION ON HUMAN RELATIONS  

 
NEW BEDFORD, CITY OF. See: CITY  
 
NEW BEDFORD FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY. See: LIBRARY (Free public library)  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .................................       10-100 et seq.  
See FINANCES  

 
NEW BEDFORD HIGH SCHOOL  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .................................       10-100 et seq.  
See FINANCES  

 
NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION, ETC.  

Bedford Landing Historical District established..............       2-156  
Certificate of appropriateness  

Time for decision...............................................       2-155  
Committees, recommending .....................................       2-153  
Demolition of buildings ..........................................       2-157  
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Establishment ....................................................        2-150  
Guidelines, publication ..........................................        2-154  
Membership .......................................................        2-150  
Powers and duties................................................        2-152  
Rules and regulations, adoption ................................       2-151  

 
NEW BEDFORD MUNICIPAL AIRPORT  

Airport regulations ...............................................        3-20 et seq.  
See: AIRPORTS AND AIRCRAFT 

 
NEW BEDFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS. See: SCHOOLS  
 
NEWSPAPERS  

Communications department ...................................       2-120 et seq.  
See: COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT  

Littering; exemption from mail and newspapers .............      12-34  
 
NOISE  

Loudspeakers, sound devices, etc.  
Licensing of.....................................................        15-12  

Noisy dogs.........................................................        4-28  
Radios, etc., and other sound amplification devices 
Regulations........................................................        17-17  
Regulations generally ............................................       17-15  
Vendors, hawkers or peddlers creating ........................      15-51  

 
NOTICES  

Claims against city, officers to give notice.....................      2-116  
Littering; posting notices prohibited ...........................       12-36  

 
NUCLEAR DISASTERS, EMERGENCIES, ETC.  

Emergency management ........................................       8-1 et seq.  
See: EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  

 
NUCLEAR WASTES. See: RADIOACTIVE WASTES  
 
NUDE BATHING  

Indecent exposure ................................................       17-3  
 
NUDITY  

Adult entertainment  
Special permit for establishments which display live nudity for  

its patrons et seq.  
See: ZONING  

 
NUISANCES  

Dogs barking, howling, etc........... ............................       4-28  
 
NUISANCES (Cont'd.)  

Investigations by board of health...............................       12-5  
Board of health in general. See: HEALTH AND SANITATION  

Prohibited sewer discharges ....................................       16-28  
See: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
NURSING HOMES  

Electrical installations ...........................................        6-55  
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Section 4.13 O 

 
OATH, AFFIRMATION, SWEAR OR SWORN  

Board of assessors oath ..........................................       10-81  
Inspectors of animals, oath required ...........................      4-3  

 
OBLIGATIONS OF CITY  

Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included  
herein. See the preliminary pages and the adopting ordinance  
of this code  

 
OBSTRUCTIONS  

Permit for moving buildings and obstructing streets.........      22-50 et seq.  
See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  

 
OCCUPANT, TENANT  

Terms construed ..................................................        1-2  
 
OCCUPATIONAL LICENSES. See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
OFFAL, FILTH, ETC.  

Prohibited sewer discharges ....................................       16-28  
See also: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
OFFENSES  

Convictions disqualifies persons for licenses and permits ...      15-5  
Impoundment of vehicles used in the commission [of] certain  

violations .....................................................        17-23  
Miscellaneous offenses and provisions .........................      17-1 et seq.  

See also specific offenses as indexed  
Noncriminal disposition of violations of certain ordinances, rules  

and regulations .......................................          17-18  
Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included  

herein. See the preliminary pages and the adopting ordinance  
of this Code  

Violations and penalties, etc. See: VIOLATIONS  
 
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES (Generally)  

(Note-Other requirements relative to particular officers, boards,  
etc., see specific officers, boards, etc., as indexed)  

Absence. See herein: Leaves of Absence  
Accidents  

Industrial accident leave, vacation credits re...............      19-59  
Acting mayor......................................................        2-26  

See also: MAYOR  
Annual departmental reports ...................................       2-6  
Appointments  

Department heads and board members .....................      2-3  
See also: BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS;  
See also: DEPARTMENTS AND OTHER AGENCIES OF CITY  

Appointments by mayor  
Subject to confirmation, exceptions ..........................      Char. § 60  

Assistant clerk....................................................        2-48,2-93  
See also: CITY CLERK  

Assistant harbor master.........................................        5-2  
See also: BOATS, DOCKS AND WATERWAYS  

Audits of accounts of certain officers  
Duties of committee on finance...............................       2-66  
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Auxiliary police ...................................................        19-105  
Beneficiaries of estate of deceased employee  

Payment of leave time.........................................       19-55  
 
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES (Generally) (Cont'd.)  

Boards. See: BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS  
Bonds  

Custody .........................................................          10-2  
Generally .......................................................          2-110  

Building commissioner...........................................          6-20,8-20 et seq.  
See: BUILDING COMMISSIONER  

Central mailing office ............................................          2-28  
Chaplain of fire department.....................................         19-127  
City auditor .......................................................           10-4 et seq.  

See; FINANCES  
City clerk..........................................................           2-90 et seq.  

Custody of official bonds ......................................         10-2  
City council, generally ...........................................          Char. § 59  
City documents, contents, etc. ..................................         2-5  

See also: PUBLIC RECORDS  
City physician.....................................................          12-7 et seq.  

See: HEALTH AND SANITATION 
City planner.......................................................        20-7 et seq.  

See: PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT  
City solicitor ......................................................        2-80 et seq.  
City treasurer and collector of taxes ...........................       2-100 et seq.  

See: CITY TREASURER AND COLLECTOR OF TAXES  
Claims against city  

Officers to give notice of.......................................       2-116  
Clerk of board of survey .........................................       22-31  
Clerk of committees, appointment..............................       2-60  

Committees of council. See: CITY COUNCIL  
Commission on human relations ...............................       2-130 et seq.  

See: COMMISSION ON HUMAN RELATIONS  
Commissioner of public works ..................................       19-140 et seq.  

See: PUBLIC WORKS AND IMPROVEMENTS  
Compensation, salaries, etc.  

Board of finance, compensation, etc. See specific boards as  
indexed  

City clerk .......................................................        2-92  
Compensation of employees as fixed.........................      19-7.1  
Compensatory leave. See herein: Leaves of Absence  
Councilmen .....................................................        2-45  
Establishment of unit C Classification and Salary Plan;  

procedures for step advancement .......................      19-7  
Fixing compensation for all personnel.......................      2-114  
Leaves of absence, extra pay re ..............................      19-32  
Mayor, salary of................ ..............................        2-24  
Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included  

herein. See the preliminary pages and the adopting ordinance  
of this Code  

Other matters regarding compensation of personnel. See  
specific boards, departments, specific city officials, etc.  

Overtime 
Advance requests ............................................       19-8  
Emergencies .................................................       19-9  
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Payroll deductions .............................................       10-39 et seq.  

See: FINANCES  
Payroll warrant, approval.....................................       2-111 (c)  
Payrolls to show absences, etc. ...............................        19-32  
Police and fire department members ........................        19-80  
Police cadets....................................................          19-113  
Purchasing agent ...............................................          10-52  
Retirement board ..............................................          19-71  
Vacation and other leave pay. See herein: Leaves of Absence;  

See also herein specific types of leave  
Weekly payment of salaries...................................         10-38  

Compensatory leave. See herein: Leaves of Absence  
Custody of official bonds.........................................         2-110,10-2  
Death of employee  

Payment of vacation leave time ..............................        19-54  
Department of personnel  

Composition ....................................................          19-1  
Director, assistants and employees  

Appointment, terms, qualifications, etc. ..................       19-2  
Established .....................................................          19-1  
Mayor and council, responsibility of .........................        19-4  
Relationship with other departments.. ....................        19-5  

Departments. See: DEPARTMENTS AND OTHER AGENCIES  
OF CITY  

Director of emergency management............................        8-2  
Director of human services ......................................         2-204 et seq.  
Director of personnel  

Appointment, terms, etc.......................................         19-2  
Duties enumerated ............................................          19-3  
Responsibility of mayor and city council ....................       19-4  

Director of recreation ............................................          18-9  
Recreation commission, etc. See: PARKS, PLAYGROUNDS  

AND RECREATION  
Director of veterans services ....................................         25-1 et seq.  

See: VETERANS  
Dismissal   

Nonresidents, when............................................          19-26  
Vacation leave, as to ...........................................         15-57  

Dog officers........................................................        4-21 et seq.  
See: ANIMALS AND FOWL  

Emergencies  
Overtime in.....................................................        19-9  

Emergency management director...............................       8-2  
Emergency medical services.......... ...........................       19-135 et seq.  

See: EMERGENCIES  
Executive officer of communications department .............      2-121 et seq.  

See: COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT  
Executive orders of mayor.......................................       2-23  
Fees, charges and commissions  

Finances, treasurer, etc., in general. See: FINANCES  
Payment to treasurer..........................................       10-11  

Fence viewers.....................................................        6-3 et seq.  
See: BUILDINGS  
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Finances, various responsibilities of various officers .........      10-1 et seq.  

See: FINANCES  
Fire chief, etc......................................................        19-120 et seq.  

See: FIRE DEPARTMENT  
Forest warden ....................................................        19-128 et seq.  

See: FIRE DEPARTMENT  
Harbor master ....................................................        5-1 et seq.  

See: BOATS, DOCKS AND WATERWAYS  
Holiday pay  

Policemen and firemen ........................................       19-80  
Housing authority ................................................        13-1 et seq.  

See: HOUSING AUTHORITY  
Industrial accident leave, as to .................................       19-59  
Inspector of wires ................................................        2-188 et seq.  

See: ELECTRICAL CODE  
Inspectors of animals ............................................       4-2 et seq.  

See: ANIMALS AND FOWL  
Joint authority majority, construed ............................       1-2  
Keeper of the lockup .............................................       19-102 et seq.  

See: POLICE DEPARTMENT  
Leaves of absence  

Compensatory leave  
Authorized ...................................................       19-33  
Public convenience determined ............................      19-34  

Definitions....... ............................................        19-30  
Extra pay, basis for ............................................       19-32  
Legal holidays for certain employees ........................      19-31  
Payrolls to show absences ....................................       19-32  
Police cadet benefits ...........................................       19-113  
Police leave of absence without pay, etc. ....................      19-97  
Sick leave. See herein that subject  
Vacation leave. See herein that subject  

Legal holidays  
Policemen and firemen .....................................        19-80  

Legislative counsel ............................................        2-47  
Mayor and city council  

Responsibility of ............................................        19-4  
Mayor as chief executive officer .............................        Char. § 58  

See: MAYOR Messenger..........................................       2-49  
Military service leave .........................................         19-44  
Municipal elections............................................         2-2   

See: ELECTIONS  
Nonresidents, dismissal ......................................        19-26  
Oath of office...................................................         2-110  
Office space ....................................................         2-115  
Parking supervisor program .................................        23-1 et seq.  

See: TRAFFIC  
Payrolls. See herein: Compensation, Salaries, Etc.  
Physical examinations of prospective employees ..........       19-6  
Plumbing inspector............................................        6-26 et seq.  

See: BUILDINGS  
Police cadet program ..........................................        19-112 et seq.  

See: POLICE DEPARTMENT  
Pregnancy leave ...............................................        19-43  
Public facilities manager .....................................        6-41 et seq.  

See: PUBLIC FACILITIES MANAGEMENT  
Public safety in general.......................................        19-80 et seq.  

See: FIRE DEPARTMENT. See also: POLICE DEPARTMENT  
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Public weigher of fish .........................................        15-83 et seq.  

See: WEIGHERS, MEASURERS AND SURVEYORS OF COMMODITIES  
Purchasing agent...............................................        10-51 et seq.  

See: PURCHASING  
Reinstated employees  

Vacation leave, as to ........................................        19-58  
Removals from office  

Authority of mayor, etc. ....................................        Char. § 61  
Residence requirements  

Certificate, filing annually .................................        19-26  
Certification to appointing authorities ahead of nonresidents.......  19-24  
Definitions...................................................         19-20  
List of subject personnel, maintenance...................       19-22  
Nonresidents  

Certification to appointing authorities, when .........      19-24 
Dismissal..................................................        19-26  

Promotion, prerequisites to ................................       19-23  
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES-Cont’d.  

Scope of requirement initially .............................       19-21 
Validity.......................................................         19-27  
Waiver authorized ..........................................        19-25  

Resignations ...................................................         2-112  
Vacation leave, as to..............………………..           19-57  

Retirement board  
Annual statement to members ............................       19-74  
Compensation ...............................................        19-71  
Composition .................................................        19-70  
Duties ............................... ............ .............        19-73  
Meetings ....................................................         19-72  

Salaries. See herein: Compensation, Salaries, Etc.  
Sealer and deputy sealers ....................................        15-86 et seq.  

See: WEIGHERS, MEASURERS AND SURVEYORS OF COMMODITIES  
Shellfish constables and wardens ...........................        15-65 et seq.  
Sick leave  

Accumulation, etc...........................................        19-40  
Discretionary charges of vacation leave re ...............       19-53 
Entitlement..................................................         19-40  
Exemptions ..................................................        19-45  
Industrial accident leave, as to............................       19-59  
Leaves, other. See herein: Leaves of Absence  
Military service leave.......................... .............        19-44  
Not a bonus..................................................        19-42  
Physicians certificate required ............................        19-41  
Pregnancy leave.............................................        19-43 
Records.......................................................         19-46  

Special police officers .........................................        19-106 et seq.  
See: POLICE DEPARTMENT  

Standing committees of council ..............................       2-56 et seq.  
See: CITY COUNCIL  

Temporary closing of offices by mayor ......................       2-27  
Terms of office  

Generally .....................................................        2-111  
Travel reimbursement ........................................        19-10  
Vacancies, filling...............................................         2-113  

See also specific officers, boards, departments, etc.  
Vacation leave  

Absence without pay........................................        19-60  
Advances of vacation pay ..................................        19-61 
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Computation.................................................        19-50  
Department records ........................................        19-62  
Discretionary charges against sick leave.................       19-53  
Exceptions ...................................................        19-51  
Industrial accident leave  

Credits shall accrue during leave with pay or for ....      19-59  
Leaves, other. See herein: Leaves of Absence  

OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES (Cont'd.)  
Payment in lieu of  

Beneficiaries or estate ......................................       19-55  
Death of employee...........................................       19-54  
Resignation or dismissal for cause, not for ...............     19-57  
Termination of service without fault ......................      19-56  

Police cadets benefits ..........................................       19-113  
Policemen and firemen ........................................       19-81  
Reinstated employees .........................................       19-58  
Vacation schedules .............................................       19-52  

Veterans agent....................................................        25-4 et seq.  
See: VETERANS  

Weighers, measures and surveyors of commodities...........      15-80 et seq.  
See: WEIGHERS, MEASURERS AND SURVEYORS OF  

COMMODITIES  
Workman's compensation  

Police cadets considered as city employee, when ...........     19-113  
Zoning enforcement officials ....................................       9-1  

  
OFFICIAL BONDS  

City auditor .......................................................        10-5  
City clerk..........................................................        10-2  
Generally ..........................................................        2-110  

See also: BONDS; See also: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  
Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included herein.  

See the preliminary pages and the adopting ordinance of this Code  
 
OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING  

Zoning requirements .............................................       9-207A  
See also: ZONING  

 
OIL AND SAND INTERCEPTORS  

Prohibited sewer discharges ....................................       16-28  
See also: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
OIL STORAGE  

Petroleum products, etc., licenses ..............................       15-61 et seq.  
City council's licenses in general. See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  

 
OLD METAL DEALERS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk .................      15-1.1  
City council's licenses ............................................       15-30 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
License and fee schedule ........................................       15-1.1  

 
OLDER CITIZENS  

Council on aging..................................................        2-140 et seq.  
See: COUNCIL ON AGING  

 
OLIVE KING GRIMES FUND  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .................................       10-100 et seq.  
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See: FINANCES  

 
OLIVER CROCKER LIBRARY FUND  

Expenditures of certain bequests by library trustees ........      10-105  
Trust funds in general. See: FINANCES  

 
OPEN COMPETITION  

Specifications to allow open competition.......................      10-64  
 
ORDERS AND RESOLVES  

Executive orders of mayor.......................................       2-23  
Form ...............................................................        1-3  

Code construction in general. See: CODE OF ORDINANCES  
 
ORDINANCES. See: CODE OF ORDINANCES  
 
ORGANIZATIONS  

Person defined re.................................................        1-2  
 
OUTDOOR EXHIBITIONS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk .................      15-1.1  
License and fee schedule ........................................       15-1.1  
Mayor's licenses ..................................................        15-20 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
OWNER  

Defined ............................................................        1-2  
 
OXEN  

Livestock at large or grazing in streets ........................      4-4  
Animal regulations in general. See: ANIMALS AND FOWL  

 
OXYGEN  

Home oxygen services  
Fire prevention.................................................        11-12  

 
OYSTER AND SHELL FISHERS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk .................      15-1.1  
City council's licenses ............................................       15-30 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
Mayor's licenses ..................................................        15-20 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
OYSTERS. See: SHELLFISH, SHELLFISH TAKING  
 

Section 4.14 P 
PAINT  

Spray paint containers; sale to minors prohibited............      15-14  
 
PAPER CUPS, DISHES, ETC.  

Prohibited sewer discharges ....................................       16-28  
See also: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
PARADES  

Permits ............................................................        23-14  
 
PARAPLEGICS  

Parking meter exemption .......................................       23-42  
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PARKING  

Off-street zoning parking requirements .......................       9-207A  
See also: ZONING  

Parking meters ...................................................        23-30 et seq.  
See: TRAFFIC  

 
PARKS, PLAYGROUNDS AND RECREATION  

Board of park commissioners  
Bathhouses, custody of ........................................       18-4  
Establishment ..................................................       18-1  
Powers in general..............................................       18-3  
Rifle range, etc., custody of ...................................      18-5  
Terms of office ..................................................       18-2  

Commission on recreation  
Annual report ..................................................        18-8  
Appointment. ...................................................       18-6  
Compensation ..................................................       18-6  
Created. .........................................................        18-6  
Duties in general............ ...................................       18-7  
Number of members ...........................................       18-6  
Officers ..........................................................        18-6  
Qualifications. ..................................................       18-6  
Terms of members .............................................       18-6  

Committee on recreation, tourism and historical objects  
Duties ...........................................................        2-68  

Controlled substances in parks and recreation areas ........      18-11  
Director of recreation ............................................       18-9  
Ellen R. Hathaway Playground Fund  

Acceptance by city .............................................       10-107  
Authority of board .............................................       10-108  

Historic commission and district requirements ...............      2-150 et seq.  
See: NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION, ETC.  

Litter in parks ....................................................        12-27  
Recreation and sporting activities for children  

Criminal history background checks.........................      17-21  
Sunday sports  

City council's licenses .........................................       15-30 et seq.  
See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  

Tobacco products  
Distribution in public places..................................       22-14  
Penalty for distribution .......................................       22-14  

Zoo enterprise fund ..............................................       18-10  
 
PARTNERSHIPS  

Person defined re.................................................        1-2  
 
PASSAGEWAYS  

Obstructions to public ways .....................................       22-12  
 
PATTY WILCOX LIBRARY FUND  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .................................       10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

Expenditures of certain bequests by library trustees ........      10-105  
Trust funds in general. See: FINANCES  

 
PAUNCH MANURE  

Prohibited sewer discharges ....................................       16-28  
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See also: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
PAVING ORDINANCES, ETC.  

Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included herein.  
See the preliminary pages and the adopting ordinance of this Code  

 
PAWNBROKERS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk .................      15-1.1  
City council's licenses ............................................       15-30 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
License fee schedule..............................................       15-1.1  
Mayor's licenses ..................................................        15-20 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
PAYROLLS  

Compensation of personnel. See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  
General procedure for payment, etc. ...........................      10-25  

See also: FINANCES  
 
PEDDLERS, CANVASSERS AND SOLICITORS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk .................      15-1.1  
City council's licenses ............................................       15-30 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
License fee schedule..............................................       15-1.1  
Restrictions governing hawkers and peddlers.................      15-52  
Transient vendors  

Definitions ......................................................        15-71  
Enforcement ....................................................       15-71.8  

License  
Application, fee, etc..........................................        15-71.1  
Display .......................................................         15-71.2  
Fees ...........................................................         15-71.1, 15- 71.3  

Action for recovery of license fees .......................      15-71.6  
Return or surrender of license, filing certificate of lost, etc…….    15-71.7  
Special license ...............................................        15-71.4  
State license required .......................................        15-71.2  

Unlicensed transient vendors, etc.  
Penalty for ...................................................        15-71.5  

 
PEDESTRIANS  

Obstructing pedestrians on sidewalks .........................       17-9  
Wheelchair ramps ................................................        22-2  

 
PEEPING TOMS  

Persons peeping in windows ....................................       17-2  
 
PELLET GUNS  

Discharging weapons, etc........................................       17-7  
 
PENDING PROCEEDINGS  

City solicitors, duties.............................................        2-87  
 
PENSIONS  

Personnel retirement board .....................................       19-70 et seq.  
See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  

 
PERMITS. See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
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PERSON  

Defined ............................................................        1-2  
 
PERSONAL PROPERTY  

Motor vehicles. See: MOTOR VEHICLES AND OTHER VEHICLES  
 
PERSONNEL OF CITY. See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  
 
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS  

City council's licenses ............................................       15-30 et seq.  
See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  

 
PHONOGRAPHS  

Loudspeaker, etc., licenses ......................................       15-12  
 
PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED PERSONS  

Parking meter exemption for paraplegics .....................      23-42  
Wheelchair ramps ................................................        22-2  

 
PHYSICIANS  

City physician.....................................................        12-7 et seq.  
See: HEALTH AND SANITATION 

 
PHYSICIANS-Cont'd.  

Dog bite cases, reporting ..........................           4-36  
Sick leave policy .................................            19-40 et seq.  

See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 
 
PICNIC GROVES  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk ..............       15-1.1  
License fee schedule ........................................         15-1.1  

 
PIGS  

Livestock at large, etc. ...........................           4-4  
Animals in general. See: ANIMALS AND FOWL  

 
PINS  

Carrying oversized safety pins in vehicles, etc. .......        17-8  
 
PISTOLS  

Discharging weapons, etc. .........................           17-7  
 
PLACARDS  

Advertising on poles, trees, etc ..............................        22-13  
 
PLAN B  

Method of city government designated ..............         Char. § 56  
 
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT  

Board of appeals  
City planner, advice to ..........................           20-12  

City planner  
Acting as consultant ............................           20-8  
Advice to board of appeals ......................          20-12  
Assistant city planners .........................           20-10  
Compensation ..................................           20-7  
Cooperation of other departments ................         20-9  
Functions, appointment .........................          20-7  
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Powers and duties ..............................           20-8  
Qualifications ...................................           20-7  
Removal ......................................            20-7  
Residence .....................................            20-7  
Term of office .................................            20-7  

City planning department  
Established, composition ........................          20-6  

Development and industrial commission  
Advice to board of appeals ......................          20-12  
Established, purposes ...........................           20-11  
Membership ...................................            20-13  
Powers .......................................             20-11  

Housing authority ................................            13-1 et seq.  
See: HOUSING AUTHORITY  

New Bedford Historical Commission ...............          2-150 et seq.  
See: NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION, ETC.  

 
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT-Cont'd.  

Planning board  
Appointment, etc. ..............................           20-1  
Clerical assistance ..............................           20-2  
Compensation ..................................           20-2  
Composition . . . .............................. .           20-1  
Cooperation of city departments ..................         20-4  
Duties in general ...............................           20-3  
Mayor as ex officio member .....................          2-22  
Presiding officer ...............................            20-2  
Reports .......................................            20-5  

Street construction and maintenance plans ...........        22-33 et seq.  
 
PLATS. See: SURVEYS, MAPS AND PLATS  
 
PLAYGROUNDS. See: PARKS, PLAYGROUNDS AND RECREATION  
 
PLEAS. See: SUITS AND PLEAS  
 
PLUMBING  

Sewers and drains ................................           16-20 et seq.  
See: WATER AND SEWERS  

Water supply and distribution .....................          16-40 et seq.  
See: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
PLURAL, SINGULAR  

Word usage for interpreting code ..................          1-2  
 
POISONS  

Prohibited sewer discharges .......................          16-28  
See also: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
POLES AND WIRES  

Advertising matter posted on ................................        22-13  
Fire alarm systems (auxiliary connections) ..........         6-100 et seq.  

See: FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS, ETC.  
Inspector of wires .................................           22-3 et seq.  

See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  
Moving of buildings, as to ........................           22-56  
Overhead electrical systems ........................          6-50 et seq.  

See: ELECTRICAL CODE  
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Street lights committee, duties .....................          2-73  
Television antenna installations ....................          6-53  

 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT  

Absences...........................................................        19-97  
Aid to other cities ................................................        19-117  
Appointments, generally .........................................       19-93  
Auxiliary police ...................................................        19-105  
Chief of police  

Approval of bills by ............................................       19-92  
Duties in general...............................................       19-91  
Request by licensing board to investigate site..............      15-69.3  

Clothing of law enforcement agencies  
Unlawful use ...................................................        17-22 

Compensation.....................................................        19-80  
Composition .......................................................        19-90  
Constables  

Appointments, terms, removal ...............................       19-99  
Bond required, when ..........................................       19-100  
License fees, applications, investigations, etc...............      19-100  
Powers; identification .........................................       19-101  

Dances, carnivals, circuses, other amusements and entertainment  
Police work at..................................................        19-98 

Discipline..........................................................        19-116  
Duties  

Devotion of entire time to duties.............................       19-95  
Extended absences from duty...................................       19-97  
Fictitious reports of crime .......................................       17-13  
Fire alarm systems (auxiliary connections) ...................      6-100 et seq.  

See: FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS, ETC.  
Fire personnel. See: FIRE DEPARTMENT  
Holiday pay ........................................................        19-80  
Insignia, uniform or clothing of any law enforcement agency  

Unlawful use ...................................................        17-22  
Interfering with police officer; escape from custody ..........      17-20  
Keeper of the lockup  

Acceptance ......................................................       19-102 
Appointment....................................................        19-102  
Charge for use of lockup ......................................       19-104  
Lockup to be accessible to officers ...........................      19-103  
Oath of office ...................................................       19-102  
Term of..........................................................        19-102  

Leaves of absence without pay..................................       19-97  
Mayor and city council  

Rules and regulations by......................................       19-96  
Mayor as executive head ........................................       2-21  
Parking supervisor program ....................................       23-1 et seq.  

See: TRAFFIC  
Police cadet program  

Appointments ..................................................        19-112  
Benefits, etc.....................................................        19-113  
Compensation ..................................................       19-113  
Discipline .......................................................        19-116  
Functions and duties .........................................       19-114 
Qualifications...................................................        19-112 
Restrictions.....................................................        19-112  
Termination of appointment ..................................       19-115  



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
Police force to act in parks, etc..................................       18-3  
Prosecutions, recording ..........................................       19-94  
Records of business and prosecutions ..........................      19-94  
Rules and regulations............................................        19-96  
Special police officers  

Applications for appointments, form.........................      19-108   
Appointments ..................................................        19-106  
Badges, etc., wearing or displaying ..........................      19-111  
Chief of police, application referred to.......................      19-110  
Confined to place for employment on application ..........      19-111  
Functions .......................................................        19-106  
License fee ......................................................       19-109 
Qualifications...................................................        19-106  
Resignation or removal, notice ...............................      19-111  
Revocation or cancellation of appointment..................      19-109  
Term .............................................................        19-109  

Telephonic and burglar alarm systems ........................       17-14  
Uniform, clothing or insignia of any law enforcement agency  

Unlawful use ...................................................        17-22  
Vacations ..........................................................        19-81  

 
POLLUTION  

Environmental damage or abuse, investigation of............      12-6  
Harbor pollution control .........................................       5-5 et seq.  

See: BOATS, DOCKS AND WATERWAYS  
Sewer regulations ................................................        16-20 et seq.  

See: WATER AND SEWERS  
Transportation of mechanism for incineration and water treatment..   15-70  
Water contamination; notification of city council .............      16-67  

 
POOLROOMS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk .................      15-1.1  
City council's licenses ............................................       15-30 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
Hours regulated ..................................................        15-53  
License fee schedule..............................................       15-1.1  

 
PORCHES  

Obstructions to public ways .....................................       22-12  
 
POTTER, SARAH E.  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .................................       10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
POULTRY  

Fowl at large, etc.................................................        4-4  
Heads of poultry ..................................................        9-2O8 (18)  

 
POUND  

Dog pound, defined………………………………………………         4-1  
Impoundment of animals, etc. See: ANIMALS AND FOWL  

 
PRECEDING, FOLLOWING  

Terms construed ...............................................        1-2  
 
PRECIOUS METALS DEALERS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerks .............       15-1.1 
City council's licenses .........................................        15-30 et seq.  
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See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  

License fee schedule.................………..             15-1.1  
Mayor licenses................ ………………….             15-20 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
PREGNANCY  

Employees pregnancy leave ..................................        19-43  
 
PRINTING  

Annual departmental reports ................................        2-6  
Writing construed to include .................................        1-2  

 
PRISONS  

Keeper of the lockup ..........................................        19-102 et seq.  
See: POLICE DEPARTMENT  

 
PRIVATE DRAINS  

Private drains and sewers....................................        16-31 et seq.  
See: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
PRIVILEGES OR RIGHTS  

Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included  
herein. See the preliminary pages and the adopting ordinance  
of this code  

 
PROCESSES. See: WRITS, WARRANTS AND OTHER PROCESSES  
 
PROCESSIONS  

Parade permits ................................................         23-14  
 
PROFESSIONS, TRADES, ETC.  

Business licenses. See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
PROPANE, BUTANE, ETC., GAS  

Fire prevention code regulations ............................        11-1 et seq.  
See: FIRE PREVENTION CODE  

 
PROPERTY  

City property, sales of.........................................        2-65.1 et seq.  
See: CITY COUNCIL  

Committee on city property, duties ..........................       2-65  
Control and management  

Duties of committee on city property .....................       2-65 (A)  
Damage to sewer works, etc..................................        16-30  
Disposal of certain personal property  

Duties of committee on city property .....................       2-65 (C)  
Excise tax on hotels, motels, lodging houses, etc...........      10-46  
Execution of deeds ............................................        10-3  
Foreclosed tax title property  (abutter lots program) ......      2-104 
Littering........................................................         12-20 et seq.  
Motor vehicles. See: MOTOR VEHICLES AND OTHER VEHICLES  
New Bedford Historical Commission ........................        2-150 et seq.  
Sale of city property  

Duties of committee on city property .....................       2-65  
 
PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEMS  

Loudspeakers, sound trucks, etc.  
Licensing regulations .......................................        15-12  
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PUBLIC BUILDINGS  

Plans, examination, etc. ......................................        6-30  
Other requirements for public buildings. See: BUILDINGS  

Tobacco products  
Distribution in public places...............................        22-14  
Penalty for distribution ....................................        22-14  

 
PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS. See: EXHIBITIONS  
 
PUBLIC FACILITIES MANAGEMENT  

Department  
Established ..................................................        6-40  

Public facilities manager  
Appointment.................................................        6-41  
Certification of specifications, bills, etc., as to public  

buildings…………………………….               6-44  
Contracts  

Report of improper performance of public building  
contracts………………                 6-45  

Duties generally.............................................        6-42  
Examination, etc., public building plan .....................       6-43  

 
PUBLIC HEALTH. See: HEALTH AND SANITATION 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS. See: HEARINGS  
 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES. See: LIBRARY (Free public library)  

  
PUBLIC LODGING HOUSES  

Certain licenses and permits issued by licensing board ..       15-1.2  
Excise tax ......................................................         10-46  
License fee schedule ..............................           15-1.2  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
PUBLIC NUISANCES. See: NUISANCES  
 
PUBLIC PROPERTY  

Malicious damage to ..............................           17-6  
See also: VANDALISM  

 
PUBLIC RECORDS  

City documents  
Contents, preparation, distribution ...............         2-5  

Communications department .......................          2-120 et seq.  
See: COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT  

Contracts by officers open to public inspection .......        10-60  
Contracts, etc., in general. See: FINANCES  

Duties of boards, commissions, commissioners, etc. See specific  
boards, departments, officers, etc., as indexed  

Execution of legal instruments, etc. .................         10-3  
Historical objects and tourism  

Duties of committee on ........................           2-68  
Journal of proceedings of council, maintaining ......        2-43  
Legal instruments  

Duties of city solicitor ..........................           2-84  
Legal requirements of  

Contracts and exercise of authority to conform with…..      10-61  
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Proposed ordinances, etc., to be published ............        1-5  

Code construction, etc. See: CODE OF ORDINANCES  
Various reports, records, etc., of auditor, treasurer, etc.       10-1 et seq.  

See: FINANCES  
 
PUBLIC SAFETY  

Committee on public safety; duties ...................         2-76  
 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS. See also: SCHOOLS  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .....................          10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
PUBLIC SERVICE CORPORATIONS  

Public utilities. See: UTILITIES  
 
PUBLIC WAYS. See also: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  

Littering . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..........................          12-20 et seq.  
See: LITTERING (Generally)  

 
PUBLIC WEIGHER OF FISH  

Appointment, etc. ....... . . . . . . .               15-83 et seq.  
See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  

 
PUBLIC WORKS AND IMPROVEMENTS  

Books, plans, etc.  
Duty of commissioner to preserve as property of city…….     19-152  

Bridges  
Care and management ..........................          19-145  
Maintenance ...................................            19-146  

Building numbers, records ...........................          19-148  
Commissioner of public works  

Annual reports ................................            19-151  
Appointment ..................................            19-140  
Books, plans, etc.  

Property of city ..............................           19-152  
Bridges  

Care and management ........................          19-145  
Defects in streets  

Record of notices, repairs .....................          19-149  
Employees, appointment ........................          19-141  
General powers of control and supervision .........        19-145  
Maintenance ...................................            19-146  
Outside assistants and consulting engineers, materials ..........   19-142  
Real estate transactions, record of .................         19-150  
Record of highways, building numbers ............         19-148  
Specifications, land descriptions, etc.  

Duties re ....................................            19-144  
Statements showing costs of work ................         19-147  
Work measurements, etc., duties .................         19-144  

Defects in streets  
Notice, repair, records ..........................           19-149  

Highways, record of ..............................           19-148  
Historic commission and district requirements .......        2-150 et seq.  

See: NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION, ETC.  
Labor, work and material for other than municipal undertakings  

Payment of ....................................            10-37  
Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included herein.  

See the preliminary pages and the adopting ordinance of this code  
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Real estate transaction records .....................          19-150  
Street and public way construction and maintenance . .       22-30 et seq.  

See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  
 
 
PURCHASING  

Bids, bidding. See herein: Competitive Bids  
Bonds  

Cash or surety company  
Approval by city solicitor ...................................       10-68  

Contracts amounting to ten thousand dollars ..............      10-67   
Required on contracts for public works...... ................      10-66  

Books and instructional items for schools or library .........      10-73  
City auditor  

Financial responsibilities and duties. See: FINANCES  
See also: TAXATION  

City solicitor  
Approval of bonds, bonding companies, etc. ................      10-68  

City-owned vehicles  
Bills for servicing ..............................................       10-72  

Competitive bids..................................................        10-61  
Contracts less than ten thousand dollars ...................      10-62  
Contractors, obligations for bidding .........................      10-77  
Procedure, manner of bidding ................................       10-63  
Specifications to allow open competition ....................      10-64  
Subcontractors, obligations for bidding......................      10-77  

Contractors  
Obligations for bidding ........................................       10-77  

Contracts  
Contracts by officers, filing ...................................       10-59  
Forfeiture clause in public building contracts ..............      10-69  
Residency requirements for certain city-supported construction  

projects. See herein that subject 
Splitting.........................................................        10-65  
Written contracts required....................................       10-61  

Department  
Establishment ..................................................       10-50  

Departmental estimates .........................................       10-56  
Emergency purchases ............................................       10-58  
Execution of contracts ...........................................       10-61  
Exercise of authority  

Conformance with all legal requirements ...................      10-60  
Financial procedures, etc., in general ..........................       10-1 et seq.  

See: FINANCES  
Open competition, specifications to allow......................      10-64  
Prevailing wages to be paid .....................................       10-70  
Public building contracts  

Forfeiture clause ...............................................       10-69  
Purchasing agent  

Annual report ..................................................        10-55 
Appointment....................................................        10-51  
Bond .............................................................        10-53  
Compensation ..................................................       10-52  
Powers and duties .............................................       10-54 
Qualifications...................................................        10-51  
Term of office...................................................        10-52  

Requisitions .......................................................        10-57  
Residency requirements for certain city-supported construction  
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projects  

Administration and enforcement............................. .      10-76.2  
Contractor's duties.............................................       10-76.3  
Definition .......................................................        10-76.1  
Generally ....................................................... .       10-76  
Violations and penalties.......................................       10-76.4  

Sand, gravel, motor fuel and oil, etc.  
Estimates of requirements ....................................       10-31  

Other requirements. See: FINANCES  
Schools or library  

Purchase of books and instructional items for..............      10-73  
Trade-in values ...................................................        10-71  

 
Section 4.15 Q 

 
QUAHAUG LICENSES  

City council's licenses ............................................       15-30 et seq.  
See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  

 
Section 4.16 R 

 
RABIES CONTROL  

Generally ..........................................................        4-19 et seq.  
See: ANIMALS AND FOWL  

 
RACE RELATIONS  

Commission on human relations ...............................       2-130 et seq.  
See: COMMISSION ON HUMAN RELATIONS  

 
RADIATION DISASTERS  

Emergency management ........................................       8-1 et seq.  
See: EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  

 
RADIOACTIVE WASTES  

Low-level radioactive waste or nuclear waste facilities; zoning  
restrictions...............................................          9-207J  

Prohibited sewer discharges ....................................       16-28  
See also: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
RADIOS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by licensing board .....      15-1.2  
Communications department ...................................       2-120 et seq.  

See: COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT  
License fee schedule..............................................       15-1.2  
Loudspeakers, etc., licenses .....................................       15-12  
Prohibited from certain public areas ...........................       17-17  

 
RAILWAYS, FERRIS WHEELS AND OTHER EXHIBITIONS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk .................      15-1.1  
 
RAILWAYS, FERRIS WHEELS AND OTHER EXHIBITIONS (Cont'd.)  

License fee schedule..............................................       15-1.1  
Mayor's licenses ..................................................        15-20 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
RAINWATER  

Buildings shedding water on streets ........................        22.5  
Sewer regulations . ...............................           16-20 et seq.  
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See: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
RAMPS  

Wheelchair ramps ................................            22-2  
 
RECORDS. See: PUBLIC RECORDS  
 
RECREATION . See: PARKS, PLAYGROUNDS AND RECREATION 
 
REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY  

Historic commission and district requirements .......        2-150 et seq.  
See: NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION, ETC.  

   
REFRIGERATORS  

Storage or abandonment ..........................           17-11  
 
REFUSE  

Disposal in general. See: GARBAGE AND TRASH  
Littering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .........................         12-20 et seq.  

See: LITTERING (Generally)  
 
RELIGIOUS PREJUDICE  

Commission on human relations ....................          2-130 et seq.  
See: COMMISSION ON HUMAN RELATIONS  

 
REQUISITIONS  

Purchasing procedures ............................           10-57  
See also: PURCHASING  

Sand, gravel, motor fuel, etc. ......................          10-33  
 
RESIDENCES  

Housing authority.............................................         13-1 et seq.  
See: HOUSING AUTHORITY  

Personnel residence requirements...........................        19-20 et seq.  
See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  

 
RESOLUTIONS  

Approval and veto, effect .....................................        1-6  
Construction of code, other matters. See: CODE OF ORDINANCES  

Approval or veto by mayor, etc. .............................        Char. § 55  
Overriding veto .............................................         Char. § 55  

Legislation in general. See: CODE OF ORDINANCES  
 
REST HOMES FOR THE AGED  

Electrical installations........................................         6-55  
 
RESTAURANTS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by licensing board ..       15-1.2 
License fee schedule...........................................        15-1.2  

 
RETIREMENT  

Personnel retirement board ..................................        19-70 et seq.  
See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  

 
REVENUE OF CITY. See: FINANCES  
 
REVOLVERS  

Discharging weapons, etc.....................................        17-7  
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RIFLE RANGE  

Board of park commissioners to have custody, etc.........      18-5  
 
RIGHTS OR PRIVILEGES  

Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included  
herein. See the preliminary pages and the adopting ordinance  
of this Code  

 
RIOTS, DISTURBANCES, ETC.  

Police aid to other cities ........................... . ..........        19-117  
 
ROLLER SKATES  

Clinging to moving vehicles..................................        23-13  
 
ROLLER SKATING RINKS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk ..............       15-1.1  
License fee schedule...................................... ..         15-1.1  
Mayor's licenses ...............................................        15-30 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
RULES OF CONSTRUCTION  

General definitions for interpreting Code ..................       1-2  
 
RUN-OFF WATER  

Sewer regulations .............................................        16-20 et seq.  
See: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
RURAL AREAS  

Fire department outside aid..................................        19-134  
Section 4.17  

Section 4.18 S 
SAFETY PINS  

Oversized safety pins, carrying ..............................        19-134  
 
SALARIES  

Personnel. See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  
 
SAND AND OIL INTERCEPTORS  

Prohibited sewer discharges..................................        16-28  
See: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
SAND, GRAVEL, MOTOR FUEL, ETC.  

Estimates of requirements ...................................        10-31 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
SANITARY LANDFILL  

Solid waste collection and disposal ..........................       16-70 et seq.  
See: GARBAGE AND TRASH  

 
SANITATION. See: HEALTH AND SANITATION 
 
SARAH E. POTTER LIBRARY GIFT  

Expenditures of certain bequests by library trustees ........      10-105  
Trust funds in general. See: FINANCES  

 
SASSAQUIN POND  

Boats, motors and water activities on..........................       5-6  
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SCALLOP LICENSES AND PERMITS  

City council's licenses ............................................       15-30 et seq.  
See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  

 
SCHOOL TRAFFIC COMMITTEE  

Generally..........................................................        23-5 et seq.  
See: TRAFFIC  

 
SCHOOLS  

Adult bookstores and motion picture theatres, distance  
restrictions re ..................................................        9-207L.2  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .................................       10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

Commission on human relations ...............................       2-130 et seq.  
See: COMMISSION ON HUMAN RELATIONS  

Dogs on school property .........................................       4-30  
Extended school day program and high school dropout  

Department of human services...............................       2-203 et seq.  
See: HUMAN SERVICES  

Purchase of books and instructional items ....................      10-73  
School committee .................................................       21-1  

Mayor as ex officio member...................................       2-22  
Vacation leave of city personnel ................................       19-50 et seq.  

See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  
Various trust funds...............................................        10-104 et seq.  

See: FINANCES  
 
SEAL. See: CITY SEAL  
 
SEALER AND DEPUTY SEALERS  

Weights and measures, etc. .....................................       15-86 et seq.  
See: WEIGHERS, MEASURERS AND SURVEYORS OF COMMODITIES  

 
SECONDHAND DEALERS  

Waiver of residency ..............................................        15-38  
 
SECONDHAND GOODS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerks ................      15-1.1  
License fee schedule..............................................       15-1.1  
Mayor's licenses ..................................................        15-20 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
SECURITY PERSONNEL 

Police work at dances, carnivals, circuses, etc.................      19-98  
 
"SEEING-EYE" DOGS  

Certain exemptions for ..........................................       4-30  
 
SENIOR CITIZENS  

Committee on elderly affairs, health, housing and veterans;  
duty ...........................................................         2-74  

Council on aging..................................................        2-140 et seq.  
See: COUNCIL ON AGING  

 
SEPTIC TANKS  

Private drains and sewers.......................................       16-31 et seq.  
See: WATER AND SEWERS  



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
 
SETBACKS  

Zoning districts requirements. See: ZONING  
 
SEVERABILITY  

Invalid parts of Code.............................................        1-13  
 
SEWERS. See: WATER AND SEWERS  
 
SEX PREJUDICE, ETC.  

Commission on human relations ...............................       2-130 et seq.  
See: COMMISSION ON HUMAN RELATIONS  

 
SHEEP  

Livestock at large or grazing in streets ........................      4-4  
Animals regulations in general. See: ANIMALS AND FOWL  

 
SHELLFISH, SHELLFISH TAKING  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk .................      15-1.1  
City council's licenses .............................................       15-30 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
Committee on shellfish and fishing industry; duties .........      2-69  
Mayor's licenses ..................................................        15-20 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
Shellfish warden..................................................        16-65 et seq.  

 
SHELLFISH WARDEN. See: SHELLFISH, SHELLFISH TAKING  
 
SHIPS  

Boats regulated..... ............................................        5-1 et seq.  
See: BOATS, DOCKS AND WATERWAYS  

 
SHOOTING GALLERIES  

City council's licenses .............................................       15-30 et seq.  
See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  

 
SHOPPING CENTERS  

Fire lanes on private property, etc..............................       11-11  
 
SHRUBBERY. See; TREES AND SHRUBBERY  
 
SICK LEAVE  

Officers and employees ..........................................       19-40 et seq.  
See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  

 
SIDEWALKS. See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  
 
SIGN CODE (Central business district)  

Allowable area of a sign, determining .........................       6-87  
Area of applicability of provisions ..............................       6-81  
Definitions ........................................................        6-80  
Nonconforming signs .............................................       6-88 
Purpose............................................................        6-82  
Safety and maintenance .........................................       6-89  
Sign design review board  

Appeals, exceptions, etc. ......................................       6-85  
Sign permits  

Appeals, etc.....................................................        6-85  
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Fees .............................................................        6-84  
Required, applications .........................................       6-83  

Sign regulations ..................................................        6-86  
 
SIGNS, AWNINGS, MARQUEES, ETC.  

Awnings, markings...............................................        6-73  
Banner displays, permit .........................................       6-62  
Billboard locations................................................        9-207G  

Other zoning requirements. See: ZONING  
Conditions for erecting signs ....................................       6-71  
Construction of signs, manner ..................................       6-72  
Electrical signs to be inspected and approved ................      6-72  

Electrical code in general. See: ELECTRICAL CODE  
Fire escapes.......................................................        6-75  
Indemnity of city .................................................        6-70  
Penalty ............................................................        6-77  
Permits  

Applications ....................................................        6-64  
Banner displays................................................        6-62  
Certain signs and poles not required to have .................     6-67  
Fees .............................................................        6-65  
Issuance......................................................         6-64  
Projecting awning or shade................................        6-63  
Subject to amendment......................................        6-66  
Temporary permits .........................................        6-68  

Projecting awning or shade  
Minimum height, maximum projection ............         6-63  

Removal of signs, regulations for ...................          6-74  
Sidewalks  

Permit for sign extending over ..................          6-61  
Violations  

Forfeiture of privilege ..........................           6-69  
Indemnity of city ..............................           6-70 
Penalty .......................................             6-76  

 
SINGULAR, PLURAL  

Word usage for interpreting code ...................          1-2  
 
SIPPIO TABLES  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk .........        15-1.1  
City council's licenses ..............................           15-30 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
Hours regulated ..................................            15-53  
License fee schedule...........................................        15-1.1  

 
SKATES AND SKATEBOARDS  

Skateboard ramps, regulations generally re ...............       9-207K et seq.  
See: ZONING  (Comprehensive Zoning)  

 
SKATING RINKS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk .........        15-1.1  
Mayor's licenses ..................................            15-20 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
SLEDS  

Snow sledding in public places .....................          23-9  
 
SLUGS  
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Depositing in parking meters ......................          23-41  

  
SLUM AREAS  

Housing authority ................................            13-1 et seq.  
See: HOUSING AUTHORITY  

 
SMEAD, ETTA M.  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .....................          10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
SNOW AND ICE  

Removal ........................................................         22-15 et seq.  
See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  

 
SNOW SLEDDING  

Clinging to moving vehicles .......................           23-13  
Playing games, etc., in public ways ................          23-9  

 
SNOWBALLS, STONES, ETC.  

Discharging weapons, etc. .........................           17-7  
 
SNOWSTORMS  

Parking during snow emergencies, removal of vehicle .       23-20  
 
SOLDIERS AND SAILORS  

Veterans regulations ..............................           25-1 et seq.  
See: VETERANS  

 
SOLICITOR, CITY. See: CITY SOLICITOR  
 
SOLID WASTE  

Solid waste collection and disposal..........................        16-71 et seq.  
See: GARBAGE AND TRASH  

 
SOUND AMPLIFICATION  

Radios, tape players and other sound amplification devices  
Regulations ...................................            17-17  

Sound trucks, etc.  
Licensing of ...................................            15-12  

 
SOUND TRUCKS, ETC.  

Licensing of .....................................             15-12  
 
SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS  

Ordinance saved from repeal, other provisions not included   
herein. See the preliminary pages and the adopting  
ordinance of this code  

 
SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREA  

Zoning requirements ..............................           9-320 et seq.  
See: ZONING  

 
SPECIAL POLICE OFFICERS  

Appointment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .         19-106 et seq.  
See: POLICE DEPARTMENT  

 
SPRAY PAINT CONTAINERS  

Sale to minors prohibited ...........................          15-14  
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SQUARES  

General definitions for interpreting code ...................       1-2  
Public ways in general. See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  

 
STATE (Commonwealth of Massachusetts)  

Defined .........................................................         1-2  
 
STATUTES  

Ordinances accepting  
Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included  

herein. See the preliminary pages and the adopting  
ordinance of this code  

 
STEALING  

Illegally taking water ............................................        16-66  
 
STENCH BOMBS  

Depositing .........................................................        17-7  
 
STORES  

Dogs in ............................................................        4-30  
 
STORM DRAINAGE  

Sewer regulations ................................................        16-20 et seq.  
See: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
STORMS  

Emergency management ........................................       8-1 et seq.  
See: EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  

 
STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  

Advertising on poles, trees, etc..................................       22-13 
Bonfires............................................................        22-4  
Bridges  

Care and management ........................................       19-145  
Commissioner of public works in general.  

See: PUBLIC WORKS AND IMPROVEMENTS  
Defacing or obstructing .......................................       22-11  
Snow and ice placed on .......................................       22-17  

Building moving. See herein: Moving Buildings and Obstructing  
Streets  

Building numbers ................................................        19-148  
Commissioner of public works ..................................       19-140 et seq.  

See: PUBLIC WORKS AND IMPROVEMENTS  
Committee on streets, street lights and sidewalks  

Duties ...........................................................        2-72  
Construction and maintenance  

Board of survey  
Clerk ..........................................................        22-31  
Commissioner of public works, fees, as to ................     22-35  
Composition ..................................................       22-30  
Duties .........................................................       22-32  
Plans to be submitted.......................................       22-33  
Powers ........................................................       22-32  
Public hearings ..............................................       22-34  
Rules and regulations, making ............................      22-35  

Driveways, curbing cuts, etc.  
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Granting......................................................         22-43  
Performance of work ........................................        22-44  
Petitions ......................................................        22-43  

 
STREETS AND SIDEWALKS (Cont'd.)  

Indemnification of city; insurance............................      22-42  
Permit to disturb surface  

Conditions of granting ......................................       22-39  
Emergencies .................................................       22-37  
Fee ............................................................        22-42.1  
Indemnification of city ......................................       22-42  
Provisional ...................................................       22-40  
Required ......................................................       22-37  
Revocation. ...................................................       22-41  
Terms .........................................................       22-38  

Rules and regulations, promulgation ........................      22-35  
Construction within public rights-of-way .................      22-36  

Control of mayor and council  
Generally .......................................................        22-1  
Sidewalk construction, etc. ...................................       22-2  
Wheelchair ramps .............................................       22-2  

Corner lot vision clearance. See: ZONING  
Curb cuts  

Petitions, filing.................................................        22-43  
Defects in streets  

Notice, repair...................................................        19-149  
Doorsteps, obstructing ...........................................       22-8  
Drainage onto streets  

Buildings not to shed water .... . ............................       22-5  
Removal of materials . ........................................       22-7  
Window washing ...............................................       22-6  

Driveway construction ...........................................       22-43  
Excavations  

Barriers, fences ........................ ........................       22-12  
Fire alarm systems (auxiliary connections) ...................      6-100 et seq.  

See: FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS, ETC.  
Fire district described............................................        6-1  
Fire hydrants  

Placing advertising matter on ................................       22-13  
Fire lanes on private property, etc...... ........................       11-11  
Firewood, coal, etc.  

Obstruction, creating ..........................................       22-10  
Gambling devices, exposure .....................................       17-12  
Gravel, sand, stone, etc.  

Removal of materials ..........................................       22-7  
Grazing animals, fowl at large..................................       4-4  
House moving. See herein: Moving Buildings and Obstructing Streets  
Ice. See herein: Snow and Ice  
Indecent figures or writings on sidewalk ......................      17-5  
Intersections  

Corner vision clearance. See: ZONING  
Littering,: illegal discharge of wastes on public ways . .       12-20 et seq.  
Maintenance. See herein: Construction and Maintenance  
Marquees extending over sidewalks ..............„          6-61  
Motor vehicle routes  

Vehicles transporting blasting agents, hazardous chemicals,  
dangerous articles ................             11-10  

Moving buildings and obstructing streets, permits for  
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Applications  

Moving buildings, for .........................          22-60  
Obstructions, for .............................           22-51  

Bond requirements .............................           22-57  
Form of bond ................................           22-62  

Commissioner of public works  
Permit holders to observe instructions of ........        22-60  

Damages  
Restoration in case of damage .................         22-62  

Denial, hearing ................................            22-55  
Fees for permits ...............................           22-54  
Indemnifying city, when ........................           22-62  
Issuing authority ...............................           22-55  
Limitations on use of moving permit ..............         22-58  
No fee rebate ..................................            22-58  
Notice to be posted on obstruction ................         22-61  
Poles, obstructions, etc.  

Approval ....................................            22-56  
Revocation of permits ...........................           22-59  
Terms of permits ...............................           22-52  

Moving buildings, for ..........................          22-52  
Obstructions, for .............................           22-53  

Names of streets  
Changing, assigning, etc ...................................        22-3  

Obstructions  
Barriers, fences at excavations ...................         22-16  
Bridges .......................................             22-15  
Doorsteps, porches, passageways, etc. .............        22-12  
Firewood, coal, etc. .............................           22-14  
Moving buildings and obstructing streets. See herein that subject  
Pedestrians on sidewalk, obstructing ..............         17-9  
Projections into streets or sidewalks. See herein that subject  
Trunks, barrels, boxes, etc.................................        22-9  
Vehicle interfering with snow removal...................       22-16  
Vehicles obstructing streets and fire lanes ..............       23-4  

Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included  
herein. See the preliminary pages and the adopting  
ordinance of this code  

Parking  
Vehicle interfering with snow removal...................       22-16  

Parking meters and zones .........................           23-30 et seq.  
See: TRAFFIC  

Passageways, etc., obstructing...............................        22-8  
Permit to disturb surface ..........................           22-37 et seq.  

See herein: Construction and Maintenance  
Poles and wires  

Advertising on ..............................................        22-13  
Porches, obstructing...........................................        22-8  
Projections into streets or sidewalks  

Permit  
Conditions in granting .........................          22-72  
Fees ........................... ............            22-73  
Required ....................................            22-70  
Terms ......................................            22-71  

Public works and improvements ....................          19-140 et seq.  
See: PUBLIC WORKS AND IMPROVEMENTS  

Repair. See herein: Construction and Maintenance  
Sidewalks  
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Committee on streets, street lights and sidewalks  

Duties ....................... ...............            2-72  
Construction and maintenance. See herein that subject  
Obstructing pedestrians on ......................          17-9  
Signs, awnings, marquees, etc. ...................         6-60 et seq.  

See: SIGNS, AWNINGS, MARQUEES, ETC.  
Sign code for central business district ..............         6-80  

See: SIGN CODE  
Snow and ice  

Placing in streets or on bridges ...........................       22-17  
Removal from sidewalks ...................................        22-15  
Removing vehicle interfering with removal of ..........       22-16  

Sound amplification devices on public streets, etc., regulations  
Streetlights  

Committee on streets, street lights and sidewalks  
Duties .......................................            2-72  

Tobacco products  
Distribution in public places ..............................        22-14  
Penalty for distribution ....................................        22-14  

Trees and shrubbery  
Advertising on ..............................................        22-13  

Trunks, barrels, boxes, etc.  
Obstructions, creating......................................        22-9  

Vehicles  
Interfering with snow removal ............................       22-16  

Vehicles for hire, public stands .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...      24-16  
Vehicles for hire in general. See: VEHICLES FOR HIRE  
Vision clearance at corner. See: ZONING  
Weeds, tall grass, bushes, abutting; removal; notice; fine      22-18  
Wheelchair ramps, providing ............... ......          22-2  
Zoning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   9-1 et seq  

See: ZONING  
 
SUBDIVISIONS (Applicable provisions of code not reflected in  

the subdivision appendix)  
Comprehensive Zoning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    9-1 et seq.  

See: ZONING  
New Bedford Historical Commission ................          2-150 et seq.  

See: NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION, ETC.  
Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included  

herein. See the preliminary pages and the adopting  
ordinance of this code  

Streets and sidewalks .............................           22-1 et seq.  
See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  

Surveys, etc., See: SURVEYS, MAPS AND PLATS  
 
SUITS AND PLEAS  

City solicitor . . . . . . . .............................           2-80 et seq.  
See: CITY SOLICITOR  

Claims against city Officers to give notice ..........................     2-116  
Legislative counsel, appointment ...................          2-47  

 
SUMMONS. See: WRITS, WARRANTS AND OTHER PROCESSES  
 
SUNDAY  

Amusement license ...............................           15-23  
Computation of time re ...........................           1-2  
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SUNDAY SPORTS  

City council's licenses .............................           15-30 et seq.  
See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  

 
SUPERVISOR OF CUSTODIANS  

Messenger of city ................................            2-49  
 
SURVEYOR OF COMMODITIES. See: WEIGHERS, MEASURERS  

AND SURVEYORS OF COMMODITIES  
 
SURVEYS, MAPS AND PLATS  

Board of survey ..................................            22-30 et seq.  
Construction and maintenance of streets. See STREETS  

AND SIDEWALKS  
Boundstones in sidewalks, disturbing ...............         22-35 (6.)  
Certificate of occupancy  

Zoning requirements ............................           9-4  
Fire district .....................................             6-1  
Land descriptions, work measurements, etc.  

Duties of commissioner of public works ...........         19-144  
Public works in general. See: PUBLIC WORKS AND  

IMPROVEMENTS  
New Bedford Historical District Commission powers  

and duties ...................................           2-152  
See: NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION, ETC.  

Special flood hazard areas .........................          9-322  
See: ZONING  

Street construction and maintenance plans ...........        22-33 et seq.  
Zoning boundaries, etc. . . . . . . . . . ..................         9-201 et seq.  

See: ZONING 
 
SUSAN G. W. JONES FUND  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .....................          10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
SUSAN JONES LIBRARY FUND  

Expenditures of certain bequests by library trustees ..       10-105  
Trust funds in general. See: FINANCES  

 
SWEAR OR SWORN. See: OATH, AFFIRMATION, SWEAR OR SWORN  
 
SWIMMING POOLS  

Protection .......................................             9-207F  
Zoning in general. See: ZONING  

 
SWINE  

Livestock at large or grazing in streets .............         4-4  
Animals regulations in general. See: ANIMALS AND FOWL  

 
SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND EDUCATIONAL AND LIBRARY FUND  

Administration ................................             10-104  
Trust funds in general. See: FINANCES  

Expenditures of certain bequests by library trustees . .       10-105  
 

Section 4.19 T 
TAPE PLAYERS  

Playing prohibited in certain public places........... ........       17-17  
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TAXATION  

Board of assessors  
Certificate of abatement forwarded to collector ............      10-89  
Election .........................................................        10-80  
Oath of office ...................................................       10-81 
Organization....................................................        10-82  
Report of estimates improved by betterments ..............     10-88  
Salary ................................... ........................        10-90  
Summons from collector when taxes not paid ..............      10-87  
Tax bills .........................................................        10-86  
Tax lists  

Making out and delivery of.................................       10-84  
Statement of amount to be given auditor.................      10-85  

Term of office ...................................................       10-80 
Vacancies........................................................        10-83  

Boats, docks and waterways  
Excise tax on vessels ..........................................       5-8  

Business licenses. See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
City auditor  

Statement of amount of taxes to be given to ................     10-85  
City treasurer and collector of taxes ...........................       2-100 et seq. 

See: CITY TREASURER AND COLLECTOR OF TAXES  
Excise tax on hotels, motels, lodging houses, etc............ ..     10-46  
Financial procedures in general. See: FINANCES  
Grant or renewal of license re nonpayment of local taxes ...     10-45  
Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included  

herein. See the preliminary pages and the adopting  
ordinance of this Code  

 
TAXICABS  

Driver  
Notice by driver of change of employer, etc. ................      24-23  
Regulations of..................................................        24-24  
Resignation or dismissal, notice..............................       24-23  

Inspection and supervision ......................................       24-25  
Licenses ...........................................................        24-1 et seq.  

Revocation or suspension  
Convictions, upon............................................       24-27  
Generally .....................................................       24-26 

Suspension......................................................        24-25  
Supervision and inspection......................................       24-25  
Vehicles for hire, other requirements. See: VEHICLES FOR HIRE  
Violations  

License revocation or suspension ............................      24-25 et seq.  
 
TEEN PREGNANCY  

Department of human services .................................       2-203 et seq.  
See: HUMAN SERVICES  

 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS  

Special permits for wireless communications facilities.......      9-207Q.1 et seq.  
See: ZONING  

 
TELEPHONES  

Communications department ...................................       2-120 et seq.  
See: COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT  

Telephonic and burglar alarm systems ........................       17-14  
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TELEVISION  

Certain licenses and permits issued by licensing board .....      15-1.2  
Communications department ...................................       2-120 et seq.  

See: COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT  
License fee schedule..............................................       15-1.2  

 
TENANT IN COMMON, ETC.  

Owner defined re.................................................        1-2  
 
TENANT, OCCUPANT  

Terms construed ..................................................        1-2  
 
THEATERS  

Adult bookstores and motion picture theaters ................      9-207L et seq.  
See: ZONING  

 
THEATRICAL EXHIBITIONS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by licensing board re  
theatrical events.............................................        15-1.2  

License fee schedule..............................................       15-1.2  
Mayor's licenses ..................................................        15-22  

See also: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
THEFT  

Illegally taking water ............................................        16-66  
Junk, old metals and secondhand articles dealers  

Notice of suspected theft, etc. ................................      15-43  
 
TIME  

Computation of time for interpreting Code....................      1-2  
Word usage for interpreting Code ..............................       1-2  

 
TOBACCO PRODUCTS  

Distribution in public places ....................................       22-14  
Penalty for distribution..........................................        22-14  

 
TOILET FACILITIES  

Harbor pollution control definitions and regulations .........      5-5  
Private drains and sewers.......................................       16-31 et seq.  

See: WATER AND SEWERS  
 
TOURISM  

Duties of committee on recreation, tourism and historical  
objects ........................................................        2-68  

 
TOWNS  

Fire department outside aid………………..             19-134  
Police aid to other cities .........................................       19-117  

 
TOXIC WASTES  

Prohibited sewer discharges ....................................       16-28  
See: WATER AND SEWERS  

 
TOY VEHICLES  

Clinging to moving vehicles .....................................       23-13  
 
TRADES, PROFESSIONS, ETC.  

Licensing. See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
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TRADING CARDS  

Prohibited sales of criminal trading cards.....................       17-19  
 
TRAFFIC  

Advertising  
Using vehicle for display of ……………………….          23-17  

Alighting from moving vehicle ..................................       23-16  
Barriers, fences  

Excavations near streets . . ...................................       22-12  
Bicycles  

Clinging to moving vehicles ..................................       23-13  
Handlebars, etc., riding on....................................       23-12  
Riding on sidewalk, fine................... ............... .... .      23-11  

Boarding moving vehicles .......................................       23-16  
Clinging to moving vehicles .....................................       23-12  
Coasters  

Clinging to moving vehicles ..................................       23-13  
Congestion areas .................................................        23-7  
Corner lot vision clearance. See: ZONING  
Crosswalks  

Vehicles blocking...............................................       23-10  
Disabled veterans, parking areas for; signs; penalties .......     23-21  
Excavations near streets  

Barriers, fences ................................................       22-12  
Fire lanes  

Vehicles obstructing ...........................................      23-8  
Games, etc., playing in public ways ............................       23-9  
Handicapped persons, parking areas for; signs; penalties ...     23-21  
Hitchhiking .......................................................        23-18  
House moving.....................................................        22-50 et seq.  
Intersections  

Vision clearance on corner lots. See: ZONING  
Kites, flying, etc. .................................................        23-9  
Motor vehicle regulations, other. See: MOTOR VEHICLES AND  

OTHER VEHICLES  
TRAFFIC (Cont'd.)  

Motorcycles  
Clinging to moving vehicle........ ............................       23-13  
Riding on handlebars, etc.....................................       23-12  

Motorized scooter; prohibition ..................................       23-25  
Moving buildings through streets ..............................       22-50 et seq.  
Moving vehicle  

Alighting from..................................................        23-16  
Clinging to ......................................................        23-13  

Nails, tacks, glass, etc., placing on public ways...............      12-26  
Obstructions  

Pedestrians on sidewalks, obstructing.......................      17-9  
Street obstructions, various permit requirements..........      22-50 et seq.  
Vehicle obstructing snow removal............................      22-16  

Parade permits ...................................................        23-14  
Parking  

Areas for vehicles of disabled veterans or handicapped  
persons; signs; penalties .................................       23-21  

Emergencies, during...........................................       23-20  
Heavy truck parking in residential zones ...................      23-23  
Removal during emergencies .................................       23-20  
Trailers and structures not attached to vehicles ...........      23-22  
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Vehicle for sale or repair ......................................       23-19  
Vehicle obstructing snow removal............................      22-16  

Parking meters  
Acquisition, etc. ................................................       23-31  
Coin deposits ...................................................       23-35  
Collections from meters .......................................       23-36  
Commercial vehicles; loading, etc............................      23-43  
Definitions ......................................................        23-30 
Enforcement....................................................        23-46  
Manner of parking.............................................        23-34  
Maximum parking time .......................................       23-35  
Meter operation ................................................       23-33  
Municipally-owned parking lots  

Custody of meters ...........................................       23-45  
Establishment, etc...........................................       23-44  

Other traffic regulations ......................................       23-37  
Paraplegics exempt ............................................       23-42  
Parking beyond legal limit....................................       23-39  
Revenue, use of ................................................       23-38  
Spaces ...........................................................        23-32  
Tampering with, depositing slugs, etc. ......................      23-41  
Violations  

Penalties......................................................       23-47  
Prima facie evidence ........................................       23-40  

Parking supervisor program  
Appointment....................................................        23-1  
Compensation, etc..............................................       23-2  
Duties ...........................................................        23-4  

TRAFFIC (Cont'd.)  
Functions .......................................................        23-4  
Removal .........................................................        23-3  
Residence .......................................................        23-1  
Restrictions .....................................................        23-1  

Passengers  
Alighting from moving vehicle ...............................       23-16  
Riding on parts of vehicle not intended for .................      23-15  

Pedestrians  
Obstructing pedestrians on sidewalks .......................      17-9  
Wheelchair ramps .............................................       22-2  

Portable structures not attached to vehicles, parking........      23-22  
Rides, soliciting...................................................        23-18  
Roller skates  

Clinging to moving vehicle....................................       23-13  
School traffic committee  

Appointment, duties and functions ..........................      23-6  
Membership ....................................................        23-5  

Sidewalks  
Bicycles, riding on, fine .......................................       23-11  
Obstructing pedestrians on ...................................       17-9  
Vehicles, etc., on................................................       23-10  

Skates  
Clinging to moving vehicles ..................................       23-13  

Snow and ice removal............................................       22-15 et seq.  
See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  

Snow sledding ....................................................        23-9  
Clinging to moving vehicle. ...................................       23-13  

Sound amplification devices, regulations ......................      17-17  
Streets  
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Vehicles obstructing ...........................................       23-8  

Taxicabs, applicable regulations ................................       24-1 et seq.  
See: TAXICABS; See also: VEHICLES FOR HIRE  

Traffic congestion areas..........................................       23-7  
Trailers  

Parking of trailers not attached to vehicles.................      23-22  
Vehicles, etc.  

Blocking crosswalks ...........................................       23-10  
Vehicles transporting explosives, hazardous chemicals, etc.  

Establishment of motor vehicle routes ......................      11-10  
Wheelchair ramps ................................................        22-2  

 
TRAILER PARKS  

Zoning requirements .............................................       9-207B  
See also: ZONING  

 
TRAILERS  

Parking of trailers not attached to vehicles ...................      23-22  
 
TRANSIENT VENDORS  

Provisions enumerated...........................................       15-71 et seq.  
See: PEDDLERS, CANVASSERS AND SOLICITORS  

 
TRANSPORTATION  

Committee on commerce, labor and transportation; duties..     2-73  
 
TRASH. See: GARBAGE AND TRASH  
 
TREASURER. See: CITY TREASURER AND COLLECTOR OF TAXES  
 
TREES AND SHRUBBERY  

Advertising matter tacked on ...................................       22-13  
Airport approach regulations  

Exemptions to provisions .....................................       3-27  
Airport regulations ...............................................        3-23 et seq.  

See: AIRPORTS AND AIRCRAFT 
Cemetery installations, approval ...............................       7-3,7-13  

Environmental damage or abuse, investigation of .........      12-6  
Tree trimmings, branches, etc.  

Collection and disposal........................................       16-76  
 
TRENCHES  

Underground electrical systems ................................       6-48 et seq. 
See: ELECTRICAL CODE  

 
TRIAL WORK AND OPINIONS  

Duties of city solicitor............................................        2-85  
 
TRUCKS  

Heavy truck parking in residential zones .....................       23-23  
Litter, truckloads causing .......................................       12-26  
Motor vehicle routes  

Transportation of explosives, blasting agents, etc. .........     11-10  
Vehicle regulations generally. See: MOTOR VEHICLES AND  

OTHER VEHICLES  
 
TRUNKS  

Obstructing public ways .........................................       22-9  
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TRUST FUNDS. See: FINANCES  
 
TURKEYS  

Fowl at large, etc.................................................        4-4  
 

Section 4.20 U 
 
UNDERGROUND ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS  

Permission to install, etc............................... ..........       6-48 et seq.  
See: ELECTRICAL CODE  

 
UNION DUES  

Payroll deductions................................................        10-42  
 
UNITED FUNDS  

Payroll deductions................................................        10-41  
 
UNSAFE DWELLINGS  

Housing authority ................................................        13-1 et seq.  
See: HOUSING AUTHORITY  

 
URBAN RENEWAL  

New Bedford Historical Commission ...........................       2-150 et seq.  
See: NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION, ETC.  

 
UTILITIES  

Fire alarm systems (auxiliary connections) ...................      6-100 et seq.  
See: FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS, ETC.  

Public service corporations  
City solicitor is not to represent..............................       2-88  

Sewers and drains. See also: WATER AND SEWERS  
Construction plans and specifications  

Commissioner to make and file ............................      16-21  
Definitions ......................................................        16-20  

Solid waste collection and disposal .............................       16-70 et seq.  
See: GARBAGE AND TRASH  

Street light committee, duties ..................................       2-73  
Telephonic and burglar alarm systems ........................       17-14  
Underground systems............................................       6-48 et seq.  

See: ELECTRICAL CODE  
 

Section 4.21 V 
 
VACATION LEAVE  

Officers and employees ..........................................       19-50 et seq.  
See: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  

 
VACCINATION  

Rabies control regulations.......................................       4-19 et seq.  
See: ANIMALS AND FOWL  

 
VANDALISM  

Bias crime .........................................................        2-136  
Damage, etc., to water systems .................................      16-66  
Defacing buildings with indecent figures or writings ........      17-5  
Malicious damage to public property...........................       17-6  
Sewer works, damaging, etc.....................................       16-30  
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Tampering with parking meters .................................       22-41  

 
VARIANCES  

Airport approach regulations ...................................       3-26  
 
VEGETABLE AND FOOD PEDDLERS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by clerk .................      15-1.1  
City council's licenses ............................................       15-30 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
Mayor's licenses ..................................................        15-20 et seq.  

See: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
 
VEGETABLE PEDDLERS  

Certain licenses issued by clerk ... ............................       15-1.1  
Provisions re ......................................................        15-44 et seq.  

 
VEGETATION  

Trees. See: TREES AND SHRUBBERY  
 
VEHICLES FOR HIRE. See also: TAXICABS  

Classes of vehicles................................................        24-3  
Cleanliness of vehicle for hire...................................       24-11  
Driver's licenses  

Applications ....................................................        24-18  
Automatic suspension .........................................       24-20  
Badges ..........................................................        24-21  
Expiration ......................................................        24-20  
Fees .............................................................        24-22 
Form.............................................................        24-20  
Photograph of applicant.......................................       24-18 
Qualifications...................................................        24-19 
Renewals........................................................        24-18  
Required ........................................................        24-17  

Fee and identification cards.....................................       24-8  
Financial responsibility requirements .........................       24-10  
Fixed route prohibited ...........................................       24-11  
Insurance requirements .........................................       24-10  
Lettering of class A vehicles.....................................       24-14  
Licenses  

Applications ....................................................        24-4  
Class A and class B licenses  

Renewal ......................................................       24-13  
Class A vehicles  

Lettering .....................................................        24-14 
Posted.........................................................        24-11  

Class of vehicles................................................       24-3  
Fee and identification cards ..................................       24-8  
Fixed route prohibited.........................................       24-11  
Information required ..........................................       24-4  
Insurance .......................................................        24-6  
Insurance requirements .......................................       24-10  
Investigation ...................................................        24-5  
Licensing authority ............................................       24-2  
Number limitation .............................................       24-7 
Renewal.........................................................        24-13  
Required ........................................................        24-1  
Term of..........................................................        24-9  
Transfer of license .............................................       24-12  
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Passengers  

Number of ......................................................        24-11  
Stopping for ....................................................        24-16  

Public stands......................................................        24-16  
Taximeters. See also: TAXICABS  

Rates ......……………………………………...............          24-15  
Transfer of license ................................................       24-12  

 
VEHICLES. See: MOTOR VEHICLES AND OTHER VEHICLES  
 
VENDORS. See: PEDDLERS, CANVASSERS AND SOLICITORS  
 
VESSELS  

Boats regulated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............       5-1 et seq.  
See: BOATS, DOCKS AND WATERWAYS  

 
VETERANS  

Advisory board  
Appointment, qualifications, compensation ...........        25-10  

Duties ........................................             25-11  
Committee on elderly affairs, health, housing and veterans  

Duty ..........................................             2-74  
Director of veterans services  

Appointment ..................................            25-1  
Department head ...............................           25-2  
Honor roll, establishment, etc. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .      25-3  

Disabled veterans, parking areas for; signs; penalties ....      23-21  
Veterans agent  

Appointment ..................................            25-4  
As burial agent ................................            25-7  
Claims, investigations ..........................           25-5  
Discharges, etc., recording ......................          25-6  

Veterans' graves officer  
Appointment ..................................            25-3  
Appropriations for care .........................           25-9  
Burial agent ..................................            25-7  

 
VETERINARIANS  

Dog and other animal regulations ..................          4-1 et seq.  
See: ANIMALS AND FOWL  

 
VETO  

Approval and veto of ordinances, etc. ...............         1-6  
Ordinance procedure in general. See: CODE OF ORDINANCES  

 
VICTUALLERS  

Certain licenses and permits issued by licensing board .       15-1.2  
License fee schedule ..............................           15-1.2  

 
VIOLATIONS  

Fines and penalties inure to use of city ..............         1-10  
General penalty clause ............................           1-9  
Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included  

herein. See the preliminary pages and the adopting  
ordinance of this code  

Pending litigation, rights, penalties, etc.  
Repeal of ordinances do not affect ................         1-12  

 



NEW BEDFORD CODE 
VIOLENCE  

Police aid to other cities ..........................           19-117  
 
W WATTE, FLORENCE  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .....................          10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
WAR, INSURRECTION, ETC.  

Emergency management .....................................        8-1 et seq.  
See: EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  

 
WAR VETERANS. See: VETERANS  
 
WARDENS  

Forest warden . . ...................................           19-128 et seq.  
See: FIRE DEPARTMENT  

Shellfish constables and wardens ...................          15-65  
 
WARRANTS  

Finances of city in general. See: FINANCES  
 
WATER AND SEWERS  

Buildings shedding water on streets ...................         22-5  
Committee on streets, duties ......................          2-74  
Drainage onto streets  

Buildings shedding water..................................        22-16  
Emptying brine or impure water on public ways .....        12-24  
Harbor pollution control regulations ................          5-5  
Meters. See herein: Water Meters  
Sewers and sewage disposal  

Assessments  
Memoranda as to ............................           16-21  
Sewer assessments ...........................          16-24  

Building sewers and connections  
Approval of connections ......................          16-26  
Permits .....................................            16-25  

Entrance fees ..............................           16-27  
Prerequisite to issuance ...................         16-26  

Procedure .................................. .           16-25  
Use of public sewers ...........................          16-28  

Charges. See within this subheading: Rates and Charges  
Commissioner  

Construction plans, etc., filing .................         16-21  
Options regarding certain wastes ..............         16-28 (E)  
Right of entry for testing, etc. .................         16-22  

Conditionally prohibited discharges ...............         16-28 (D)  
Control manholes, etc. ..........................           16-28 (l)  
Costs and expenses, accounts of ..................         16-21  
Damaging, etc., sewer works ....................          16-30  
Excavations  

Street openings interfering with drains, etc...... .....      16-29  
Grease, oil and sand interceptors .........................       16-28 (G)  

 
WATER AND SEWERS-Cont'd.  

Industrial discharges  
Monitoring ................................................          16-28 (K)  
Special agreements and arrangements ................        16-28 (L)  
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Industrial pretreatment and permit requirements......        16-33  
Interceptors..................................................           16-28 (G)  
Malicious, willful, negligent breaking, etc., sewer works      16-30  
Measurements, tests and analyses of sewer wastes.....        16-28 (J)  
Permits  

Building sewers and connections .......................        16-25 et seq.  
Industrial permits ........................................ .         16-33  

Personnel ......................................................           16-95  
Placing refuse in sewers, etc ...............................         12-45   
Private sewers and drains  

Commissioner or employees  
Private sewers in streets, requirements ...............       16-32  
Repair or alteration ................................ . .....        16-31  

Private sewers in streets or digging up streets  
Commissioner or employees alone to perform.........       16-32  

Prohibited discharges to public sewers ...................        16-28 (C)  
Rates and charges  

Appeals....................................................        16-92  
Definitions ................................................        16-90 
Established................................................        16-91 
Generally..................................................        16-94  
Liens.......................................................         16-93  
Privy, cesspool and septic tank contents receipt  

and disposal ....................              16-91.1  
Special agreements and arrangements ....................       16-28 (L)  
Storm water, etc., disposal..................................        16-28 (B)  
Street openings interfering with drains or sewers ......       16-29  

Surface water, etc.  
Discharging to sanitary sewers .........................       16-28 (A)  

Treatment or equalizing facilities  
Maintenance of ......................................... ..        16-28 (H)  

Use of public sewers ..................................... . . .       16-28  
Violations .............................................. . . . . . .       16-23  
Wastewater enterprise fund .........................         16-96 

Wastewater enterprise fund..................................        16-96  
Water bills  

Reports of bills, claims, memoranda, etc. ................       10-36  
Water board  

Appointment.................................................        16-41  
Compensation ...............................................        16-43  
Composition .................................................        16-40  
Mayor as ex officio member ...............................       2-22  
Officers, appointment.......................................        16-43  
Organization meeting ......................................        16-44  
Performance of duties  

Hold during pleasure of board ..........................       16-48  
Personal property under care of, disposal................       16-50  
Powers delegated by council ...............................       16-42  
Recording officer ............................................        16-45  
Reports to city council ..........................           16-46  
Rules and regulations ...........................           16-51  
Superintendent, duties ..........................          16-47  
Term of office .................................            16-41  

Water meters  
Board to approve ..............................           16-55  
Exceptions ....................................            16-54  
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Purchasing or renting ..........................           16-55  
Rental charges .................................           16-56  
Required ......................................            16-54  
Service charges. See herein: Water Supply and Distribution  
Taker may purchase or rent .....................          16-55  

Water supply and distribution  
Applications for, furnishing of  

Service supplies and connections ...............         16-53  
Contamination; notification of city council ..............       16-67  
Damage, etc., to systems ........................          16-66  
Illegally taking water ............................           16-66  
Inspection of connections  

Forms, display of certificate ..................          16-63  
Generally ...................................            16-62  
Quarterly inspections; fee .....................          16-64  

Personal property, disposal ......................          16-50  
Reconnection charges ...........................           16-52  
Registrar  

Duties ......................................            16-48  
WATER AND SEWERS-Cont'd.  

Reports .....................................             16-49  
Rules and regulations  

Incorporation, part of contract, etc. .............         16-52  
Water board to establish ......................           16-51  

Service charges  
Billing ......................................             16-58  
Collection by city treasurer ....................           16-59  
Delinquency, penalties ........................           16-60  
Generally, schedule ...........................           16-57  
Minimum charge .............................            16-58  
Proceeds, use ................................            16-61  
Water meters. See elsewhere herein that subject  
Water shutoff for delinquencies ................          16-60  

Superintendent  
Duties ......................................             16-47  
Reports .....................................             16-49  

Underground heating, fire sprinkler, etc., systems  
Connections; inspections; approval .............         16-62  
Inspection certificates, etc.  

Forms, display of certificates ................          16-68  
Violations  

Shutting off water for ........................           16-65  
Water meters. See herein that subject  
Water registrar  

Right of entry, duties .........................           16-48  
 
WATERFRONT  

Bedford Landing Historical District established ......        2-156  
 
WATERWAYS. See: BOATS, DOCKS AND WATERWAYS  
 
WAYS, STREETS, HIGHWAYS  

Construed .......................................             1-2  
Public ways in general. See: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS 

 
WEAPONS. See: FIREARMS AND WEAPONS  
 
WEEDS, TALL GRASS  
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Abutting streets; removal responsibility; notice; fine .....      22-18  

 
WEIGHERS, MEASURERS, SURVEYORS OF COMMODITIES  

Appointment ....................................            15-80  
Duties ..........................................             15-81  

See also: LICENSES AND PERMITS  
Obligations ......................................             15-81  
Qualifications .....................................            15-80  
Terms of office ..................................            15-80  

 
WHARVES  

Boats regulated...................................................        5-1 et seq.  
See: BOATS, DOCKS AND WATERWAYS  

 
WHEELCHAIR RAMPS  

Providing ..........................................................        22-2  
 
WILC0X, PATTY  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .................................       10-100 et seq.  
See FINANCES  

 
WILLIAM I.D. GIFFORD FUND  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .................................       10-100 et seq.  
See FINANCES  

 
WINDOWS  

Peeping in windows ..............................................        17-2  
Washing windows adjoining streets............................       22-6  

 
WINDSTORMS  

Emergency management ........................................       8-1 et seq.  
 
WINE  

Consuming or carrying alcoholic beverages ...................      17-10  
 
WOLLISON, EDITH C.  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .................................       10-100 et seq.  
See FINANCES  

 
WOOD, CHARLES L.  

Bequests, gifts and trust funds .................................       10-100 et seq.  
See: FINANCES  

 
WORDS AND PHRASES  

General rules for interpreting Code............................       1-2  
 
WORKER'S COMPENSATION  

Parking supervisor considered as city employee ..............      23-2  
Police cadets status ..............................................        19-113  

 
WRITING  

Construed.........................................................        1-2  
 
WRITS, WARRANTS AND OTHER PROCESSES  

Collector of taxes  
Summons from collector when taxes not paid . . . . . . . . . . . . ..   10-87  

Constables investigations, etc...................................       19-100  
See: POLICE DEPARTMENT 
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Y 

YARDS AND OPEN SPACES  
Fences for excavations, etc. . . . . . . . . . .            22-12  

See: FENCES, WALLS, HEDGES AND ENCLOSURES  
Zoning, generally …………………………………….            9-207  

 
YOUTH. See: MINORS  

Section 4.22 Z 
 
ZONING (COMPREHENSIVE ZONING)  

Accessory buildings or structures  
District requirements. See herein specific districts  

Adult entertainment  
Adult bookstores and motion picture theaters  

Definitions ...................................................       9-207L  
Procedure requirements ....................................       9-207L.3 
Regulations...................................................       9-207L.2  
Special permit required.....................................       9-207L.1  

Special permit for establishments which display live nudity  
for its patrons  

Definition.....................................................         9-207M 
Regulations...................................................        9-207M.2  
Special permit procedural requirements..................       9-207M.3  
Special permit required.....................................        9-207M.1  

Annexations  
Land henceforth acquired by city ............................      9-201A  

Appeals  
Zoning board of appeals .......................................       9-6 et seq.  

Asphalt plant special permit ....................................       9-207N  
Barbed wire fences ...............................................       9-207H  
Bedford Landing Historic District established ................       2-156  
Billboards, location ...............................................        9-207G  
Board of appeals. See herein: Zoning Board of Appeals  
Body art establishments  

Special permits for body art establishments  
Application ...................................................       9-207P.4  
Generally .....................................................       9-207P  
Parking requirements............................... ........      9-207P.2  
Screening .....................................................       9-207P.3  
Spatial distance..............................................       9-207P.1  

Building code, conformity..... ...................................       9-2  
Building permits. See herein: Permits  
Buildings  

Demolition of structures ......................................       9-2071  
Loss by fire, explosion, etc. ...................................       9-204  

Business districts  
Courts ...........................................................        9-245  
Front yards .....................................................        9-242, 9-245C  
Height ...........................................................        9-240, 9-245B  
Percentage of lot occupancy...................................       9-245D  
Planned business district, uses in........ ....................      9-245A  
Rear yards ......................................................        9-244, 9-245C  
Setbacks ........................................................        9-241  
Side yards ......................................................        9-243, 9-245C  
Uses in mixed use business districts ........................      9-239  

Clubs, lodges, social centers, etc.  
Special permits.................................................        9-207D  

ZONING (COMPREHENSIVE ZONING) (Cont'd.)  
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Corner lot vision clearance. See herein specific districts  
Cornices and belt courses  

Projection. See herein specific districts  
Courts. See herein: Yards, Courts and Open Spaces  
Definitions ........................................................        9-202  
Demolition of structure ..........................................       9-2071  

Historically registered buildings, etc.........................      2-157  
See: NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION, ETC.  

Districts  
Boundaries, establishment....................................       9-201  
Enumeration of.................................................        9-201  
Land henceforth acquired by city ............................      9-201A  

Enforcement ......................................................        9-1  
Explosion, loss of building destroyed by .......................      9-204  
Fences, walls, hedges and enclosures  

Barbed wire fences.............................................       9-207H  
Fire district .......................................................        6-1  
Fire loss ...........................................................        9-204  
Fish ponds, protection ...........................................       9-207F  
Flooded areas  

Special flood hazard areas. See herein that subject  
Garages or stables  

Location. See herein specific districts  
Height regulations. See herein specific districts  
House trailers  

Trailers and trailer parks .....................................       9-207B  
Industrial "A" districts  

Courts ...........................................................        9-252  
Front, rear and side yards ....................................       9-249  
Height ...........................................................        9-247  
Percentage of lot occupancy...................................       9-251  
Setbacks ........................................................        9-248  
Spacing between buildings....................................      9-251  
Uses .............................................................        9-246  
Waiver of yard requirements .................................       9-250  

Industrial "B" districts  
Courts ...........................................................        9-259  
Front, rear and side yards ....................................       9-256  
Height ...........................................................        9-254  
Setbacks ........................................................        9-255  
Spacing between building.....................................       9-258  
Uses .............................................................        9-253  
Waiver of yard requirements .................................       9-257  

Industrial "C" districts  
Front yards .....................................................        9-263  
Height ...........................................................        9-261  
Rear yards ......................................................        9-265  
Setbacks ........................................................        9-262  
Side yards ……………………..                9-264  
Uses .................................. ...........................        9-260  

Industrially-zoned land  
Restrictions in a moratorium district........................       9-330  

Inspector of buildings  
Enforcement authority ........................................       9-1  

Intersections  
Vision clearance of corner lots. See herein specific districts  

Junk motor vehicles, keeping ...................................       9-207E  
Land henceforth acquired by city...............................       9-201A  
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Landscaping  

District requirements. See herein specific districts  
Licenses  

Motor vehicle engine and damage repair shops' application  
conforms with zoning ordinance. ........................       15-69.7  

Unregistered vehicles, keeping ...............................      9-207E  
Loading. See herein: Off-Street Parking and Loading, Etc.  
Loss by fire........................................................        9-204  
Lots  

Corner lot vision clearance. See herein specific districts  
Percentage of lot occupancy. See herein specific districts  
Separately owned lots .........................................       9-203.1  

Low-level radioactive waste or nuclear waste facilities ......      9-207J  
Mobile homes  

Trailers and trailer parks .....................................       9-207B  
Moratorium district  

Restrictions in ..................................................       9-330  
Motor vehicles  

Unregistered, junk vehicles, motor vehicle parts; keeping     9-207E  
New Bedford Historical Commission ...........................       2-150 et seq.  

See: NEW BEDFORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION, ETC.  
Nonconforming uses  

Generally .......................................................        9-203  
Nuclear waste facilities, low-level ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9-207J  
Off-street parking, loading requirements  

District requirements, other. See herein specific districts  
Schedule of requirements .....................................       9-207A  

Open spaces. See herein: Yards, Courts and Open Spaces  
Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included  

herein. See the preliminary pages and the adopting  
ordinance of this Code  

Parking. See herein: Off-Street Parking and Loading, Etc.  
Percentage of lot occupancy. See herein specific districts  
Permits  

Adult entertainment. See herein that subject  
Applications  

Zoning board of appeals hearings . ... . ....         9-8  
Body art establishments. See herein that subject  
Certificate of occupancy .......................................       9-4  

ZONING (COMPREHENSIVE ZONING) (Cont'd.)  
Conformity to building code ..................................       9-2  
Greater restriction applies ....................................       9-5  
Issuance  

Conformity re ................................................       9-1  
Vote of appeals to issue .....................................      9-9  

Pending applications ..........................................       9-3  
Special permit for club use ...................................       9-207D  
Special permit procedure......................................       9-207C  
Special permits for health counseling centers, hospital  

diversion service centers, addiction treatment centers    9-2070  
Permit procedural requirements...........................      9-2070.2 
Regulations...................................................       9-2070.1  

Telecommunications. See herein that subject  
Petitions  

Zoning board of appeals to hear..............................      9-8  
Radioactive waste facilities, low-level ..........................      9-207J  
Residence "A" districts  

Accessory buildings or structures ............................      9-213  
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Cornices and belt courses .....................................       9-217  
Density ..........................................................        9-209.3  
Front yards .....................................................        9-210  
Frontage ........................................................        9-209.1  
Height ...........................................................        9-209  
Lot size, minimum.............................................       9-209.2  
Percentage of lot occupancy...................................       9-213  
Private garages for single-family dwellings .................      9-216  
Rear yards ......................................................        9-212  
Side yards ......................................................        9-211  
Uses .............................................................        9-208  
Vision clearance on corner lots ...............................      9-204  

Residence "AA" districts  
Accessory building or structures .............................       9-279  
Cornices and belt courses .....................................       9-281  
Front yards .....................................................        9-273  
Height ...........................................................        9-272  
Minimum lot area..............................................        9-277  
Minimum lot width ............................................       9-276  
Private garages for single-family dwellings .................      9-280  
Side yards ......................................................        9-274  
Uses .............................................................        9-271  
Vision clearance on corner lots ...............................      9-278  

Residence "B" districts  
Accessory buildings or structures ............................      9-225  
Cornices and belt courses .....................................       9-227  
Density ..........................................................        9-219.3  
Front yards .....................................................        9-220  
Frontage ........................................................        9-219.1  
Height ...........................................................        9-219  
Lot size, minimum .............................................       9-219.2  

ZONING (COMPREHENSIVE ZONING) (Cont'd.)  
Percentage of lot occupancy............................... ....      9-223  
Private garages for single-family and two-family dwellings     9-226  
Rear yards ......................................................        9-222  
Side yards ......................................................        9-221  
Uses ....................                  2-218  
Vision clearance on corner lots ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   9-224  

Residence "BB" districts, garden apartment districts  
Accessory buildings ............................................       9-293  
Cornices and belt courses .....................................       9-295  
Courts ...........................................................        9-289  
Density ..........................................................        9-284  
Front yards .....................................................        9-285  
Frontage ........................................................        9-283.1  
Garages or stables, location ..................................       9-294  
Height . . . . . ...................................................       9-283  
Landscaping ....................................................        9-291  
Open spaces ....................................................       9-291  
Parking areas ..................................................        9-290  
Rear yards ......................................................        9-287  
Side yards ......................................................        9-286  
Spacing between buildings....................................       9-288  
Uses .............................. ...............................        9-282  
Vision clearance on corner lots ...............................      9-292  

Residence "C" districts  
Accessory buildings ............................................       9-235  
Cornices or belt courses .......................................       9-238  
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Courts ...........................................................        9-233  
Density .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .        9-229.3  
Front yards .....................................................        9-230  
Frontage ........................................................        9-229.1  
Height .......                     9-229  
Lot size, minimum .............................................       9-229.2  
Percentage of lot occupancy...................................       9-234  
Private garages for single-family and two-family dwellings     9-237  
Rear yards ......................................................        9-232  
Side yards ......................................................        9-231  
Uses .............................................................        9-228  
Vision on corner lots ...........................................      9-236  

Residence districts generally  
Heavy truck parking in residential zones ...................      23-23  

Screening of open spaces ........................................       9-207  
Separately owned lots............................................       9-203.1  
Setbacks. See herein specific districts  
Sign code ..........................................................        6-80 et seq.  

Location of billboard...........................................       9-207G  
See also: SIGN CODE  

Site plan review  
Application and submission requirements ......         9-334  
Application approval process .................................       9-335  

ZONING (COMPREHENSIVE ZONING) (Cont'd.)  
Approval, procedure ...........................................       9-333  
Procedure .......................................................        9-333  
Purpose .........................................................        9-331  
Uses requiring site plan approval............................       9-332  

Skateboard ramps  
Defined ..........................................................        9-207K  
Regulations generally .........................................       9-207K.2  
Special permit required .......................................       9-207K.1  
Violations and penalties.......................................       9-207K.3  

Special flood hazard areas  
Building permits  

Application review...........................................       9-323  
Review; maps ................................................       9-322  

Definitions ......................................................        9-321  
Development conditions .......................................       9-326  
Established .....................................................        9-320  
Liability, disclaimer............................................       9-329  
Precedence ......................................................       9-327  
Purpose .........................................................        9-320  
Severability .....................................................        9-328  
Stored materials ...............................................       9-325  
Utilities in ......................................................        9-324  

Special permit application  
Zoning board of appeals to hear, when ......................      9-8  

Special permits  
Clubs, etc., use .................................................       9-207D 
Procedure .......................................................        9-207C  

Surveys, maps and plats  
Establishment of district boundaries ........................      9-201  
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CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 

 
SUBDIVISION CONTROL REGULATIONS 

 
PURPOSE 

 
The Subdivision Control Law has been accepted by the City of New Bedford for the purpose of 

protecting the safety, convenience and welfare of the inhabitants of the City by regulating the 
laying out and construction of ways in subdivisions providing access to the several lots therein, 
but which have not become public ways, and ensuring sanitary conditions in subdivisions and in 
proper cases, parks and open areas.  The powers of the Board of Survey and Board of Appeals 
under the Subdivision Control Law will be exercised with due regard for the provision of adequate 
access to all of the lots in a subdivision by ways that will be safe and convenient for travel; for 
lessening congestion in such ways and in the adjacent public ways; for reducing danger to life and 
limb in the operation of motor vehicles; for securing safety in the case of fire, flood, panic and 
other emergencies; for ensuring compliance with applicable zoning and airport approach 
regulations; for securing adequate provision for water, sewerage, drainage and other 
requirements where necessary in a subdivision; and for coordinating the ways in a subdivision 
with each other and with the public ways in te City and with the ways in neighboring subdivisions. 
 
Article I.  Authority 
 
These regulations are promulgated by the City of New Bedford Board of Survey under the 
Massachusetts Subdivision Control Law (Ch. 41, G.L., as amended).  Under \ Section 22-30 of the 
New Bedford City Code, the Mayor and City Council act as Board of Survey. 
 
Article II.  Application of Regulations. 

(A) Definitions. 
 

(1) “Subdivision” shall mean the division of a tract of land into two (2) or more lots and 
shall include re-subdivision, and when appropriate to the context, shall relate to the 
process of subdivision of the land or territory subdivided; provided, however, that 
the division of a tract of land into two (2) or more lots shall not be deemed to 
constitute a subdivision within the meaning of the Subdivision Control Law if, at the 
time when it is made, every lot within the tract so divided has frontage on (a) a 
public way, or (b) a way shown on a plan therefore approved in accordance with 
the Subdivision Control Law, or (c) a way in existence when the Subdivision Control 
Law became effective in the city or town in which the land lies, having, in the 
opinion of the Board of Survey, sufficient width, suitable grades and adequate 
construction to provide for the needs of vehicular traffic in relation to the proposed 
use of the land abutting thereon or served thereby, and for the installation of 
municipal services to serve such land and the buildings erected or to be erected 
thereon.  Such frontage shall be at least such distance as is then required by zoning 
or other ordinance or by-law, if any, of the City of New Bedford for erection of 
building on such lot.  Conveyances or other instruments adding to, taking away 
from , or changing the size and shape of lots in such a manner as not to leave any 
lot so affected without the frontage above set forth, or the division of a tract of land 
on which two (2) or more buildings were standing when the Subdivision Control 
Law went into effect in the City into separate lots on each of which, one of such 
buildings remains standing, shall not constitute a subdivision. 

 
(2) “Board” shall mean the Board of Survey of the City of New Bedford. 

 
(3)   “Developer” shall mean any individual, group of individual, or partnership or 

corporation, public or private, seeking to build upon, subdivide, or alter land or 
buildings in any fashion in the City of New Bedford. 
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(4)   “Lot” shall mean the area of and defined by fixed metes, bounds, or boundary 

lines, and used or set aside and available for use as the site of one or more 
buildings or for any other definite purpose. 

 
(5) “Arterial Street” shall mean a major street in the City’s street system that serves as 

an avenue of the circulation of traffic into, out, or around the City and carries high 
volumes of traffic.  The width of the right-of-way and other layout features of 
arterial streets shall be determined on a case by case basis by the City or by the 
City in cooperation with other government agencies. 

 
(6)  “Collector Street” shall mean a street whose principal function is to carry traffic 

between minor, local and arterial streets but that may also provide direct access to 
abutting properties.  The width of the right-of-way and other layout features shall 
be determined by the City on an individual case basis. 

 
(7) “Local Street”  shall mean a street whose sole function is to provide access to 

abutting properties, and is designed in accordance with the City’s approved fifty 
(50) foot specifications. 

 
(8)   “Dead End Street” shall mean a street subject to local street specifications that 

terminates in a vehicular turnaround.  The minimum radius of said turnaround shall 
not be less than 50 feet.  Said street shall not be more than four hundred (400) 
feet in length, and the length of the dead end street shall be measured from a point 
at the rear of the turnaround to the start of the center line of the dead end street.  
Further, in the center of the turnaround there shall be a circular island of a 
diameter width of fifteen (15) feet.  Said island will be edged with granite curbing 
and shall be planted with one tree measuring three (3) inches in diameter at a 
point six inches from ground level or shrubs subject to the approval of the Planning 
Department.  Hammerhead and T-type dead end streets may be permitted on 
approval of the Board of Survey, and subject to department regulations for such 
layouts. 

 
(B) Subdivision Plan Approval Required.  No person shall make a subdivision of any land within 

the City of New Bedford unless such person has first submitted to the Board of Survey for 
its approval a plan of such proposed subdivision showing the lots into which such land is to 
be divided and the ways already existing or which are to be provided by him for furnishing 
access to such lots, and the Board of Survey has approved such plan in the manner 
hereinafter provided.  After the approval of a plan the location and width of ways shown 
thereon shall not be changed unless the plan is amended accordingly, as provided in 
Section 81W (Ch. 41. G. L.), but the number, shape and size of the lots shown on a plan 
so approved may be changed without action by the Board, provided every lot so changed 
still has frontage on a public way or way shown on a plan approved in accordance with the 
Subdivision Control Law of at least such distance, if any, as is then required by ordinance 
or by-law of the City of New Bedford for erection of a building on such lot. 

 
(C) Plan Not Requiring Approval.  Any person who wishes to cause to be recorded in the 

Registry of Deeds or to be filed with the Land Court a plan of land  and who believes that 
such person’s plan does not require approval under the Subdivision Control Law, may 
submit such person’s plan and application to the Board of Survey accompanied by 
necessary evidence to show that the plan does not require approval.  Said person shall file 
such person’s plan by delivery or registered mail to the Board of Survey, care of the City 
Clerk.  If so mailed, the date of mailing shall be the date of submission of the plan.  The 
Board of Survey hereby designates the city Planner as its agent to determine whether or 
not a plan requires approval.  The City Clerk shall forward to the City Planner all 
subdivision plans received for such determination.  If the City Planner determines that the 
plan does not require approval, such Planner shall, without a public hearing and within 
twenty-one (21) days of submission, endorse on the plan, or cause to be endorsed thereon 
by a person authorized by the Planner, the words “Board of Survey approval under 
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Subdivision Control Law not required.”  Said plan shall be returned to the applicant and 
the City Planner shall notify the City Clerk of the such Planner’s action.  Said endorsement 
shall not be withheld unless the plan shows a subdivision.  If the City Planner determines 
that the plan does require approval under the Subdivision Control Law, such planner shall 
within twenty-one  (21) days of the submission of said plan to inform the applicant and 
return the plan.  The Planner shall also notify the City Clerk of such planner’s 
determination.  The applicant may then submit applicant’s plan for approval as a 
subdivision, or may appeal as provided (Ch. 41, Section 81BB, G. L.).  The City Planner 
shall then make such endorsement on said plan, and on the Planner’s failure to do so 
forthwith, the City Clerk shall issue a certificate to the same effect.  In case of failure by 
the City Planner to act as stated above, it shall be deemed that approval under the 
Subdivision Control Law is not required. 

 
(D) Board of Appeals.  As provided by statute, an appeal to the Board of Appeals or to the 

Superior Court may be taken by parties at interest from any decision by the Board of 
Survey. 

 
Article III.  Procedure. 
 
For each subdivision proposed, there shall be prepared and submitted to the Board of Survey both 
a preliminary plan for study and modification and a final plan. 
 

(A) Submission of Preliminary Plan.  It is required that any person, before submitting his 
definitive plan for approval, submit to the Board of Survey, to the Board of Health, the 
Department of Public Works, the Water Board, the City Planning Department,  the 
Conservation Commission, the Wire Department and the Building Department a 
preliminary plan and shall give written notice to the City Clerk by delivery or by registered 
mail, postage prepaid, that such person has submitted such plan.  If the notice is given by 
delivery , the City Clerk shall, if requested, give a written receipt therefore.  Before 
approval, modification or disapproval is given by the Board of Survey to a preliminary 
plan, a public hearing shall be held by said Board, notice of the time and place of which 
and of the subject matter, sufficient for identification, shall be given by mailing notice 
thereof to all owners of land abutting upon the land included in such plan as they appear 
upon the most recent tax list. 
 
Within forty-five (45) days after submission of a preliminary plan, each board or 
department shall approve such a preliminary plan with or without modifications suggested 
by it or agreed upon by the person submitting the plan or shall disapprove such 
preliminary plan, and in the case of disapproval, shall state its reason therefore.  The 
Board of Survey shall notify the City Clerk of its approval or disapproval as the case may 
be. 
 
The Board shall not act on any preliminary plan within thirty (30) days after submission 
unless it has received the recommendations of said departments and a clearance from the 
Conservation Commission.  Within forty-five (45)  days after submission, the Board shall 
approve a preliminary plan with or without modifications, suggested by it, or agreed upon 
by the person submitting the plan, or shall disapprove such preliminary plan, and in the 
case of disapproval, shall state its reasons therefore.  The Board of Survey shall notify the 
City Clerk of its approval or disapproval, as the case may be. 
 
Approval of the preliminary plan shall indicate that the proposed plan for subdivision, if 
consistently followed throughout, will be adequate and sufficient to obtain final approval, 
provided that all requirements of Article VI, Section C, Final Plan, Contents, of these 
regulations are met. 
 

(B) Submission of a Definitive Plan. 
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1) Notice to Clerk.  Every person submitting a definitive plan of land to the Board of 

Survey for its approval shall give written notice to the City Clerk by delivery or by 
registered mail, postage prepaid, that such person has submitted such a plan.  Such 
notice shall describe the land to which the plan relates, sufficient detail for 
identification and shall state the date when such plan was submitted and the name and 
address of the owner of such land.  No plan shall be deemed properly filed under this 
section without having met all requirements listed in Article VI of these regulations. 

 
2) Fee.  Fees for submission of preliminary and/or definitive plans and for plans not 

requiring approval under the Subdivision Control Law shall be set from time to time by 
order of the Board of Survey.  Costs of the hearing shall be borne by the applicant. 

 
3) Public hearing.  Before approval, modification and approval or disapproval of the 

definitive plan is given, a public hearing shall be held by the Board of Survey, notice of 
the time and place of which and of the subject matter sufficient for identification, shall 
be given by the Board of Survey at the expense of the applicant by advertisement in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City once in each of two (2) successive weeks, 
the first publication being not less than fourteen (14) days before the day of such 
hearing; and by mailing copy of such advertisement to all owners of land abutting upon 
the land included in such plan as appearing upon the most recent tax list. 

 
4) Distribution.  The City Clerk shall distribute copies of the definitive plan to the Board of 

Health, City Planning Department, Building Department, Department of Public Works, 
Water Board, Wire Department, and the Conservation Commission.  When a definitive 
plan of a subdivision is submitted to the Board of Survey, a copy thereof shall also be 
filed with the Board of Health, the Department of Public Works, Water Board, the City 
Planning Department, Conservation Commission, Wire Department and Building 
Department, which agencies shall within forty-five (45) days after the plan is so filed, 
report to the Board of Survey in writing, approval or disapproval of said plan, and in 
the event of disapproval, shall make specific findings as to which, if any, of the lots 
shown on such plan cannot be used for building sites without injury to the public 
health, and include such specific findings and the reasons therefore in such report, and 
where possible, shall make recommendations for the adjustment thereof.  Failure to so 
report shall be deemed approval by said departments.  At the time of filing of the final 
plan, the Board of Health, the Department of Public Works, and the Water Board shall 
prepare estimates of the cost of the improvements subject to their approval which 
estimates shall be given to the subdivider to provide the basis for setting up the 
required performance guarantees, or in the case of the Water Board, the assessable 
extension agreement. 

 
5) Approval.  After the hearing and after the report of said departments or the lapse of 

forty-five (45) days without such report, the Board of Survey shall approve, or, if such 
plan does not comply with the Subdivision Control Law or the rules and regulations of 
the Board or the recommendations of the Board of Health, shall modify and approve or 
shall disapprove such plan.  In the event of  approval of the definitive plan as 
submitted or approved with modifications, it shall be construed that all Board of Survey 
streets shown within the boundary of the submitted definitive plan shall be 
discontinued.  In the event of disapproval, the Board shall state in detail wherein the 
plan does not conform to the rules and regulations of the Board or to the 
recommendations of said departments and shall revoke its disapproval and approve a 
plan which as amended, conforms to such rules and regulations or recommendations. 

 
6) Notice to Applicant.  The Board of Survey shall file a certificate of its action with the 

City Clerk, a copy of which shall be recorded by the City Clerk in a book kept for the 
purpose, and shall send notice of such action by registered mail, postage prepaid, to 
the applicant at applicant’s address stated on the application.  Failure of the Board to 
act or to file a certificate of its action with the City Clerk within ninety (90) days after 
submission of a definitive plan, or such further time as may be agreed upon at the 
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written request of the applicant shall be deemed to be an approval thereof.  Notice of 
such extension of time shall be filed forthwith by the Board with the City Clerk. 

 
Article IV.  Performance Guarantees. 
 

(A) Methods.  Before approval of a plan, the Board of Survey shall require provision for the 
construction of ways and the installation of municipal services in accordance with the 
detailed requirements of the agencies listed under Article IV, Section B, of these 
regulations, such construction and installation to be secured by one or in part by one and 
in part by the other of the following methods, which methods may be selected and from 
time to time varied by the applicant. 

 
(1) Bond or Securities.  By a proper bond or a deposit of money or letter of credit or 

negotiable securities, sufficient in the opinion of the Board to secure performance of 
the construction of ways and the installation of municipal services required for lots in 
the subdivision shown on the plan.  Any such bond may be enforced and any such 
deposit may be applied by the Board for the benefit of the City of New Bedford upon 
failure of the performance for which such bond or deposit was given to the extent of 
the reasonable cost to the City of completing such construction or installation.  Penal 
sum may be reduced upon partial approval of the plan. 

 
Any original security instrument selected by the applicant shall be valid for one year, if 
work is not satisfactorily completed on the construction of ways and the installation of 
principal services within this time period the Board of Survey may upon written 
request permit the applicant to extend the original security agreements in order to 
complete the necessary ways and municipal services.  No extension shall exceed a six 
month period; and the Board of Survey, at its discretion, may grant additional 
extensions. 

 
(2) Covenant (Conditional Approval).  By a covenant, whereby such ways and services 

shall be provided to serve any lot before such lot may be built upon or conveyed, 
other than mortgage deed or other methods of conveyance as provided in Section 
81U, Ch. 41 of the Massachusetts General Laws.  If conditional approval is requested 
by the applicant, the applicant shall execute and deliver to the Board before final 
approval a conditional approval contract in a form approved by the Board to perform 
the required work.  Such contract shall be recorded at the Bristol County Registry of 
Deeds, and shall be binding upon the land within the subdivision.  Upon completion, to 
the satisfaction of the Board, of the work on the ground necessary to adequately serve 
all lots within the subdivision, or if so requested by the subdivider, any particular lot or 
group of lots, the Board will issue and deliver to the subdivider a certificate of such 
performance, and thereafter the conditions applicable to the lots described shall 
terminate. 

 
(3) By delivery to the Board of Survey of an agreement executed after the recording of a 

first mortgage covering the premises shown on the plan or a portion thereof given as 
security for advances to be made to the applicant by the lender, which agreement 
shall be executed by the applicant and the lender and shall provide for the retention 
by the lender of funds sufficient in the opinion of the Board of Survey and otherwise 
due the applicant, to secure the construction of ways and the installation of municipal 
services.  Said agreement shall also provide for a schedule of disbursements which 
may be made to the applicant upon completion of various stages of the work, and 
shall further provide that in the event the work is not completed within the time set 
forth by the applicant, any funds remaining un-disbursed shall be available for 
completion. 

 
(B) Release of Performance Guarantee.  After or during subdivision construction, and before 

the Board of Survey votes to release the subdivider, the surety or the guarantor from all 
or part of the required guarantee, the Board of Survey shall determine that the subdivision 
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requirements have been fulfilled.  Such determination shall be written certifications which 
the subdivider shall assemble as follows: 

 
(1) By the Department of Public Works, stating that the streets and storm drainage have 

been constructed and completed in conformance with the final plan diagram and all 
applicable requirements;  that the City has taken clear and unencumbered title to the 
required public utility easement as defined in Article V.  Item 22;  and that as-built 
plans, on reproductable material, stamped by a professional engineer and professional 
land surveyor, have been received by the Engineering Department.  Said plans shall 
be at a scale of one inch to forty feet and separate sheets shall be provided for each 
public utility installed.  Further, the plans shall be accompanied with sufficient legal 
documentation to allow for the recording of an accepted street. 

 
(2) By the Water Board, stating that the water mains and hydrants have been installed 

and are in place in conformance with the final plan diagram and all applicable 
requirements. 

 
(3) By the Board of Health and Department of Public Works, stating that the sewerage or 

means of waste disposal have been constructed and are in place in conformance with 
the final plan diagram and all applicable requirements. 

 
(4) By the City Planning Department stating that the final plan is in conformance with the 

Master Plan. 
 

(5) By a registered civil engineer or registered land surveyor, acceptable to the Board of 
Survey and the subdivider, and paid for by the subdivider, that all permanent granite 
bounds or monuments on street lines and lot lines (if necessary) have been installed 
and are accurately in place in the locations designated on the final plan. 

 
(C) Enforcement. 
 

(1) By prohibition of public improvements.  No public way shall be laid out, accepted or 
constructed, and no municipal service or improvement shall be constructed in a way 
within a subdivision, to serve the land therein, unless such way appears on a plan of 
such subdivision approved under the Subdivision Control Law, except by or in 
accordance with the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of those present and voting at 
a meeting of the City Council. 

 
(2) By denial of building permits.  The Building Commissioner shall not issue permits for 

the erection of a building until first satisfied: 
 

a) That the lot on which the building is to be erected is not within a subdivision, or 
that a way furnishing the access to such lot as required by the Subdivision Control 
Law is shown on a plan recorded or entitled to be recorded under section 81X (Ch. 
41, G. L.); and 

 
b) That any condition endorsed thereon limiting the right to erect or maintain 

buildings on such lots have been satisfied, or waived by the Board; and 
 

c) That consent has been obtained from the Board if the plan provides for more than 
one building for dwelling purposes to be erected, placed or converted to use as 
such on any lot; and 

 
d) That for construction on lots for which a common sewer is not available, a 

“disposal works construction permit” has been obtained from the Board of Health. 
 

If enforcement of the provisions aforementioned would entail practical difficulty or 
unnecessary hardship, and if the circumstances of the case do not require that the building 
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be related to a way shown on such plan, the Board of Appeals shall have power, by vote of 
a majority of its members, to issue a permit for the erection of such building, subject to the 
provisions of Section 81 and Sections 81AA and 81BB (Ch41, G. L.). 
 

Article V  General Requirements for the Subdivision of Land. 
 
The subdivider shall observe the following general requirements and principles of land 
subdivisions: 
 

(1) Zoning Ordinance, Master Plan conformance.  In general the proposed subdivision shall 
conform to the Zoning Ordinance and the Master Plan. 

 
(2) Street arrangement.  The arrangement of streets in the subdivision shall provide for the 

continuation of the principal street in adjoining subdivisions or for their proper projection 
when adjoining property is not subdivided, and shall be of a width at least as great as that 
of such existing connection streets. 

 
(3) Width of streets.  In general, primary and secondary arterials or highways shall not be 

less than the width shown on the Master Plan.  Parkways and boulevards shall be such 
width as may be designated by the Board.  As a general rule, the width of minor streets 
shall not be less than fifty (50) feet. 

 
(4) Dead-end street.  Dead-end streets shall not in general exceed four hundred (400) feet in 

length, and shall be equipped with a turnaround with a minimum radius of fifty (50) feet 
right-of-way.  Further, all proposed subdivision access streets in excess of 500 feet in 
length shall be linked to existing public streets or private streets built to City standards at 
two locations; the distance between the two locations shall not be less than three hundred 
feet or as otherwise approved by the Board of Survey. 

 
(5) Block length.  Block lengths generally shall not exceed one thousand two hundred (1,200) 

feet in length. 
 

(6) Block divisions.  Each normal block shall be planned to provide two (2) rows of lots, but 
irregularly shaped blocks indented by dead-end streets or containing interior parks will be 
acceptable when properly designed and covered by agreements as to maintenance of 
interior parks. 

 
(7) Curb radii.  Curb radii at intersection shall not be less than twenty-eight (28) feet and 

property lines shall be adjusted accordingly. 
 

(8) Side lot lines.  Side lines of lots, so far as practicable, shall be at right angles or radial to 
street lines. 

 
(9) Vision clearance at intersections.  Care shall be exercised in the layout of corner lots 

allowing sufficient area to permit location of buildings without interfering with vision at 
intersections. 

 
(10) Corner lot size.  Corner lots shall be increased in size whenever necessary so as to 

provide that any structure to be placed thereon shall conform to the building line of each 
street. 

 
(11) Street grades.  Grades of all streets shall conform in general to the terrain and shall be 

the reasonable minimum, but shall not be less than five-tenths (0.5) percent nor more 
than five (5) percent for main thoroughfares nor more than ten (10) percent for minor 
streets. 
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(12) Service streets, loading areas.  Paved rear service streets of not less than twenty (20) 

feet in width, or in lieu thereof, adequate off-street loading space, suitably surfaced shall 
be provided in connection with all lots designed for  commercial use. 

 
(13) Commercial street width.  In front of areas designed and zoned or where a petition for a 

change in zoning is contemplated for commercial use, to permit such use, the street width 
shall be increased by such amount on each side as may be deemed necessary by the 
Board to assure the free flow of through traffic without interference by parked or parking 
vehicles and to provide adequate and safe parking space for such commercial or business 
district. 

 
(14) Flooding.  Land subject to flooding and land deemed by the Board to be uninhabitable 

shall not be platted for residential occupancy, nor for such other uses as may increase 
danger to health, life or property or aggravate the flood hazard, but such uses as shall not 
be endangered by periodic or occasional inundation. 

 
(15) Future streets.  In case a tract is subdivided into larger parcels than ordinary building 

lots, such parcels shall be arranged so as to allow the opening of future streets and logical 
further re-subdivision. 

 
(16) Reserve strips.  In general, no reserve strips controlling access to abutting property or to 

land dedicated or to be dedicated to public use shall be permitted. 
 

(17) Street lines.  In general, street lines within a block deflecting from each other at any point 
more than ten (10) degrees shall be connected with a curve, the radius of which, for the 
inner street lines, shall not be less than three hundred fifty (350) feet on main 
thoroughfares, two hundred fifty (250) feet on secondary thoroughfares, and one hundred 
(100) feet on local streets.  The outer street line in each case shall be parallel to such 
inner street line. 

 
(18) Parks and playgrounds.  Where deemed appropriate by the Board of Survey, land shall be 

set aside for parks and playgrounds for a period of at least three (3) years; the set aside 
period shall commence from the date of the approval of the final plan. 

 
(19) Variations may be permitted.  Variations of the general requirements above outlined may 

be permitted by the Board on application when in its judgment special factors warrant 
such a variation in accordance with Section 81R of Subdivision Control Laws. 

 
(20) One house per lot.  No more than a one, or a two-family house shall be erected on each 

subdivided lot.  This requirement shall not be construed to apply to commercial or 
industrial developments. 

 
(21) Easements, turnarounds.  Where a turnaround is required to be provided at the end of the 

approved portion of a way, which does not connect with another way, easements shall be 
secured, as required beyond normal roadway width, from abutting lots.  Such easements 
shall terminate upon the approval and recording of a plan showing extension of said way, 
except in such portion of said turnaround as is included in said extension. 

 
(22) Public Utility Easement.  The Applicant shall provide a public utility easement within the 

approved right-of-way in accordance with a Deed of Easement instrument provided by the 
City of New Bedford Department of Public Works.  Said easement shall be at least equal 
to the width of the public right-of-way and may be greater if the Commissioner of Public 
Works determines that a larger easement is necessary for the public health, safety and 
welfare.  The public utility is in addition to any other easement for any other purpose that 
may be required to insure the public health, safety and welfare. 

 
(23) Fence along state highway.  Where subdivision abuts a state highway, developer shall 

erect a chain fence bordering said state highway. 
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(24) Snow removal and garbage pickup.  Between the time that a definite plan has been 
approved or approved with modifications to the time that the ways within the subdivision 
have been accepted by the City Council, the subdivider shall be responsible to snowplow 
said ways and to pick up garbage of the residents within said subdivision. 

 
(25) Study to evaluate environmental impact of development of the aquifer on bodies of water 

in the City of New Bedford. 
 
Article VI.  Subdivision Plan Specifications and Required Contents. 
 

(A) Drawings. 
 

(1) Medium.  A preliminary plan shall be drawn either in black India ink or with pencil on 
tracing paper.  A subdivision final plan shall be drawn only in India ink on linen tracing 
cloth. 

 
(2) Sheet size.  Both in preliminary plans and final plans, the drawing sheets submitted to 

the Board of Survey shall not be larger than sixteen (16) inches by twenty-one (21) 
inches to conform to Bristol County Registry of Deeds requirements.  If multiple 
sheets are used, they shall be accompanied by an index diagram of sheets. 

 
(3) Scale.  Preliminary Plans shall be drawn to a scale of not more than one hundred 

(100) feet to the inch;  except that plans of land adjoining the subdivision area, and 
diagrams showing the location of nearest available public sanitary sewers or water 
mains, may be drawn to a scale of not more than four hundred (400) feet to the inch.  
The index diagram of sheets may be of such scale as required to show the necessary 
information. 

 
(4) Prints.  Five (5) prints, preferably dark line on white background, of each sheet of 

preliminary plan or final plan, accompanied by all the information required, shall be 
submitted to the Board of Survey. 

 
(B) Preliminary Plan, Contents.  A preliminary plan shall contain the following information: 
 

(1) Subdivision name.  Proposed subdivision name and identifying title; 
 

(2) Record owner, etc.  Name and address of Record Owner, Subdivider and Designer of 
preliminary layout; 

 
(3) Locations.  Location of property lines, existing easement, buildings, watercourses and 

other essential features; 
 

(4) Adjoining land.  The names of all subdivisions immediately adjacent and the names of 
owners of record of adjacent acreage; 

 
(5) Existing sewers, etc.  The location of any existing sewers and water mains, culverts 

and drains on the property to be subdivided; 
 

(6) Existing streets, etc.  Location, names and present widths of existing and proposed 
streets, all known Board of Survey streets within one hundred feet of the site 
boundary, highways, easements, building lines, alleys, parks and other public open 
spaces and similar facts regarding property adjacent; 

 
(7) Zoning, dedications.  Any changes in the districts or other regulations under the 

zoning ordinance applicable to the area to be subdivided, any boundaries of such 
districts affecting the tracts, all parcels of land proposed to be dedicated to public use 
and the conditions of such dedication; 
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(8) Width, etc., of streets.  The width and location of any street or other public way or 
places shown upon the Official Map or the Master Plan within the area to be 
subdivided, and the width, location, grades and street profiles of all streets or other 
public ways proposed by the developer; 

 
(9) Gradings, etc.  Typical cross sections of the proposed grading and roadways or 

sidewalks and topographic conditions; 
 

(10) Date, etc.  Date, true north point and scale; 
 

(11) Survey.  Deed description and map of survey of tract boundary made and certified by 
a licensed land surveyor; 

 
(12) Water supply.  Connection with existing water supply or alternative means of 

providing water supply to subdivision in accordance with all applicable requirements; 
 

(13) Sewer connection.  Connection with existing sanitary sewerage system or alternative 
means of treatment and disposal proposed in accordance with all applicable 
requirements; 

 
(14) Drainage:  Drainage provisions shall be made such that the peak run-off after 

development is not more than the peak run-off prior to development, said condition 
shall be attained either through the containment of drainage on-site and/or the 
provisions for linkage to public storm drains.  Further, provisions for collecting and 
discharging surface drainage shall be made, such that the drainage flowing onto 
surrounding properties after development is no more than the drainage flowing onto 
surrounding properties prior to development.  All run-off calculations shall be based 
on the 100 year storm projections. 

 
Also, through the use of data retrieved from on-site test pits one per each lot, the 
developer’s engineer shall determine the highest groundwater level for any two weeks 
between the period March 1 – June 1 of any given year;  and shall also indicate the 
elevation of the lowest point of all proposed foundations in relation to the highest 
recorded groundwater level.  All data required by this subsection shall be shown on 
the preliminary plan. 
 
In no instance shall any part of any foundation be less than one foot above the 
maximum groundwater level determined by the on-site test pits.  Further, when a 
pump station is required to meet the criteria of this section, said pump station shall be 
provided by the developer. 
 

15) Sewer and Storm Water Pump Station:  In the event that a sewer or drainage pump 
station or any other special drainage or pumping device is part of a condominium or 
homeowners association ownership arrangement, the developer shall require that the 
the Condominium Association and/or the Homeowners Association be structured to 
include an escrow account with the financial capacity of fully replacing said pump 
stations or other special drainage devices at the time of issuance of a Certificate of 
Occupancy. 

 
16) Bridges, culverts.  Preliminary designs of any bridges or culverts which may be 

required. 
 

17) Lot lines, setback lines.  The proposed lot lines with approximate areas and 
dimensions and suggested setback lines of  buildings. 

 
18) Sidewalks, etc.  The preliminary layout shall show the proposed location of and type 

of sidewalks, all required handicapped features as provided by MGL Chapter 22, 
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Section 21 and 22 (curb cuts, walks, and overpasses), street lighting standards and 
species of street trees, the location of curbs, gutters, water mains, sanitary sewers 
and storm drains and the sizes and types thereof, the character, width and depth of 
pavement and sub-base, the location of manholes and basins and underground 
conduits. 

 
19) Boundaries of easements.  Where the topography is such as to make difficult the 

inclusion of any utilities within the street area so laid out, the preliminary layout shall 
show the boundaries of proposed permanent easement over or under private 
property, which permanent easements shall be not less than twenty (20) feet in width 
and which shall provide satisfactory access to an existing public highway or other 
public open space shown upon the layout or upon the official map. 

 
20) Future street system.  Where the preliminary plan submitted covers only a part of the 

subdivider’s entire holding, a sketch of the prospective future street system of the 
submitted part shall be furnished and the street system of the submitted part will be 
considered in the light of adjustments and connections with the street system of the 
part not submitted. 

 
All of the information set forth above is required by the Board for the purpose of complying with 
section 81O of the Massachusetts Subdivision Control Law and the City of New Bedford Board of 
Health regulations.  Due care in the preparation of this material will expedite the process of 
passing upon the formal subdivision plan. 

 
(C) Final plan, contents.  The final plan of a subdivision submitted for approval and subsequent 

recording shall show or be accompanied by the following material: 
 

(1) Title, etc.  Proposed subdivision name or identifying title, “The City of New Bedford, 
Bristol County,” the address of record owner and subdivider, and the name, license 
number and seal of the licensed professional engineer or land surveyor. 

 
(2) Street lines.  Street lines, pedestrian ways, lots, reservations, all easements on- or 

off-site, areas dedicated to public use, and all known Board of Survey streets within 
one hundred feet of the site boundary shall be clearly delineated.  Further, all public 
utility easements and other easements intended for public purposes shall be 
accompanied by the appropriate easement agreement documents which shall be 
executed by both parties upon approval of the final plan.  Easement locations may be 
altered to respond to unavoidable and unforeseen construction problems, if said 
alteration is approved by the Commission of Public Works and said alteration is duly 
noted on the as-built plans. 

 
(3) Final designs.  Final designs for items (7) – (19), Article VI, Section B of these 

regulations. 
 

(4) Street line, etc. data.  Sufficient data acceptable to the Department of Public Works to 
determine readily the location, bearing and length of every street line, lot line, 
boundary line and to reproduce such lines upon the ground.  Where practicable, these 
should be referenced to monuments, included in the state system of coordinates, and 
in any event should be tied to reference points previously established by a public 
authority.  Drawings of each street, sewer and storm drain with profiles of same, 
drawn to the Department of Public Works’ standards, shall be submitted with the final 
plan. 

 
(5) Length of lines, etc.  The length of all straight lines, the deflection of angles, radii, 

length of curves and central angles of all curves, tangent distances and tangent 
bearings shall be given for each street.  All dimensions and angles of the lines of each 
lot shall also be given.  All dimensions shall be shown in feet and decimals of a foot. 
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The final plan shall show the boundaries of the property, location, graphic scale and 
true north point. 

 
(6) Open spaces.  The final plan shall also show by proper designation thereon all public 

open spaces for which deeds of session are included and those spaces title to which is 
reserved by the subdivider.  For any of the latter, there shall be submitted with the 
final subdivision plan copies of agreements or other documents showing the manner 
in which such areas are to be maintained and the provisions made therefore. 

 
(7) City Solicitor approval.  All offers of cession and covenants governing the 

maintenance of unceded open space shall bear the certificate of approval of the City 
Solicitor as to their legal sufficiency.  Further, that the public utility easement and any 
other necessary easement within or outside of the designated right-of-way for 
whatever purpose shall also bear the certificate of approval of the City Solicitor as to 
their legal sufficiency. 

 
(8) Completion of improvements. Before final approval of the plan, there shall be filed 

with the Board certificates as to the completion of all improvements required by the 
Board, from all interested agencies as also required under Article IV, Section B.  For 
any required improvements not so completed, there shall be submitted with the plan 
a certificate of the City Solicitor as to the sufficiency of the performance guarantee 
offered in lieu thereof. 

 
(9) Lots to be numbered.  Lots and blocks within a subdivision shall be numbered and 

lettered in alphabetical order in accordance with the prevailing City practice. 
 

(10) Monuments.  The permanent reference monuments shall be shown thus “X.”  They 
shall be constructed in accordance with specifications of the Department of Public 
Works and when referenced to the state system of plan coordinates shall also 
conform to the requirements of the State Department of Public Works.  They shall be 
placed as required by the Department of Public Works and their location noted and 
referenced upon the plan. 

 
(11) Study to evaluate environmental impact of development of the aquifer on bodies of 

water in the City of New Bedford. 
 
Article VII.  Required Improvements. 
 

(A) Monuments.  Monuments of a type approved by the Department of Public Works shall be 
set at all corners and angle points of the boundaries of the original tract to be subdivided, 
and at all street intersections, angle points in street lines, points of curve, and such 
intermediate points as shall be required by the Department of Public Works. 

 
(B) Street Improvements. 
 

(1) Preparation of roadway.  Within the layout area, the following work must be done: 
 

a) Brush, stumps, etc.  All brush, stumps, etc., shall be removed from the site, and 
disposed of. 

 
b) Stripping site.  All unsuitable material shall be stripped from the site and 

disposed of. 
 

c) Subgrade of street.  The street shall be brought to proper subgrade which shall 
be as shown on the typical section required for street acceptance (Top of 
subgrade is 21” below Design—Top of Curb—Grade at the Gutter Line) by such 
cutting or filling as may be necessary.  The subgrade material shall be compacted 
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	Article IV - Signs, Awnings, Marquees and Fire Escapes in or over Streets Generally
	Sec. 6-60 - Definitions.
	Sec. 6-61 - Permit required - For sign extending over sidewalk.
	Sec. 6-62 - Same - For display of banner.
	Sec. 6-63 - Same - For projecting awning or shade; minimum height; maximum projection.
	Sec. 6-64 - Application for and issuance of permits.
	Sec. 6-65 - Permit fee.
	Sec. 6-66 - Conditions of permits subject to amendment.
	Sec. 6-67 - Certain signs and poles not required to have permits.
	Sec. 6-68 - Temporary permit to erect sign.
	Sec. 6-69 - Forfeiture of privilage for violation.
	Sec. 6-70 - Indemnity of city.
	Sec. 6-71 - Conditions for sign erection.
	Sec. 6-72 - Manner of construction of signs; wiring to be inspected and approved.
	Sec. 6-73 - Marking awnings.
	Sec. 6-74 - Regulations for removal of signs.
	Sec. 6-75 - Marquees or fire escapes.
	Sec. 6-76 - Penalty.
	Sec. 6-77 - 6-78

	Article V - Sign Code for the Central Business District
	Sec. 6-80 - Definitions.
	Sec. 6-81 - Area of applicability of article.
	Sec. 6-82 - Purpose.
	Sec. 6-83 - Sign permits - Required; application.
	Sec. 6-84 - Same - Fees.
	Sec. 6-85 - Sign design review board; appeals and exceptions.
	Sec. 6-86 - Sign regulations.
	Sec. 6-87 - Determining allowable area of a sign.
	Sec. 6-88 - Nonconforming signs.
	Sec. 6-89 - Safety and maintenance.
	Sec. 6-90 - 6-99 - Reserved.

	Article VI - Auxiliary Connected Fire Alarm Systems
	Sec. 6-100 - Definition.
	Sec. 6-101 - Reference standards.
	Sec. 6-102 - Application for circuit.
	Sec. 6-103 - Meaning of terms; type of circuit; approval; testing.
	Sec. 6-104 - Municipal system connection.
	Sec. 6-105 - Equipment and operation of interior fire alarm system.
	Sec. 6-106 - System operating characteristics.
	Sec. 6-107 - Painting.
	Sec. 6-108 - Operating instructions.


	Chapter 7 - Cemeteries
	Sec. 7-1 - Board of cemetery commissioners - Membership.
	Sec. 7-2 - Same - Organization.
	Sec. 7-3 - Same - Duties.
	Sec. 7-4 - Annual report.
	Sec. 7-5 - Agents and employees.
	Sec. 7-6 - Regulation for care and management of cemeteries.
	Sec. 7-7 - Sales of burial lots; records; fee.
	Sec. 7-8 - Record of lots and transactions.
	Sec. 7-9 - Deposits for care of lots.
	Sec. 7-10 - Disposition of funds.
	Sec. 7-11 - Separation of proceeds of sales.
	Sec. 7-12 - Graves not to be opened except under direction of board.
	Sec. 7-13 - Approval of gravestones, monuments, etc.
	Sec. 7-14 - Permission required to pass through cemetery.

	Chapter 8 - Emergency Management
	Sec. 8-1 - Department of emergency management.
	Sec. 8-2 - Director.
	Sec. 8-3 - Comprehensive emergency management planning committee.
	Sec. 8-4 - Termination of chapter.

	Chapter 9 - Comprehensive Zoning
	Section 1000 - Purpose, Authority, and Definitions.
	1100 - Purpose and Authority.
	1200 - Definitions.

	Section 2000 - Use and Dimentional Regulations.
	2100 - Districts.
	2110 - Establishment.
	2120 - Boundary Definition.

	2200 - Use Regulations.
	2210 - General
	2220 - Applicability.
	2230 - Table of Use Regulations.

	2300 - Accessory Buildings and Uses.
	2310 - General.
	2320 - Accessory Uses.
	2330 - Accessory Structures.
	2340 - Accessory Dwelling Units.

	2400 - Nonconforming Uses and Structures.
	2410 - Applicability.
	2420 - Nonconforming Uses.
	2430 - Nonconforming Structures, Other than Single and Two Family Structures.
	2440 - Nonconforming Single and Two Family Structures.
	2450 - Abandonment or Non-Use.
	2460 - Catastrophe.
	2470 - Reversion to Nonconformity.

	2500 - Home Occupations.
	2510 - Home Occupations As of Right.
	2520 - Home Occupations by Special Permit.

	2600 - Low Level Radioactive Waste.
	2610 - Low-level radioactive waste or nuclear waste facilities.

	2700 - Dimensional Regulations.
	2710 - General.
	2720 - Table of Dimensional Requirements.
	2730 - Dimensional Variation.
	2740 - Vision Clearance on Corner Lots in Residence Districts.
	2750 - Yards in Residence Districts.
	2760 - Cornices and Belt Courses.
	2770 - Courts.
	2780 - Height of Buildings.


	Section 3000 - General Regulations.
	3100 - Parking and Loading.
	3110 - Applicability.
	3120 - Special Permit.
	3130 - Table of Parking and Loading Requirements.
	3140 - Location and Layout of Parking and Loading Facilities.
	3150 - Size of Parking Space.

	3200 - Sign Regulations.
	3210 - General Regulations.
	3220 - Prohibited Signs.
	3230 - Permit Required.
	3240 - Signs extending over a street layout.
	3250 - Regulations governing particular types of signs.
	3260 - Application for issuance of permits.
	3270 - Exemptions.
	3280 - General standards for signs requiring permits in accordance with section 3220.
	3290 - Temporary permit to erect sign.
	3290A - Penalty for violation.
	3290B - Indemnity of city.
	3290C - Regulations for removal of signs.

	3200AA - Signs in the Central Business District.
	3210AA - Purpose.
	3220AA - Area of applicability.
	3230AA - Permits required.
	3240AA - Application.
	3250AA - Fees.
	3260AA - Sign design review board; appeals and exceptions.
	3270AA - Standards.
	3280AA - Conforming signs.
	3290AA - Safety and maintenance.

	3300 - Screening and Landscaping.
	3310 - Purpose.
	3320 - Applicability.
	3330 - Requirements.
	3340 - Special Permit.
	3350 - Coordination with Site Plan Approval.
	3360 - Maintenance.

	3400 - Storage Regulations.
	3410 - Major Recreational Equipment.
	3420 - Unregistered Motor Vehicles.
	3430 - Inspector of Buildings to investigate complaints.


	Section 4000 - Special Regulations.
	4100 - Adult Uses.
	4110 - General.
	4120 - Separation Distances.
	4130 - Measurement of Radius.
	4140 - Size of Establishment.
	4150 - Parking Requirements.
	4160 - Screening.
	4170 - Application.
	4180 - Prohibition.

	4200 - Body Art
	4210 - General.
	4220 - Separation Distances.
	4230 - Determining the Radius.
	4240 - Parking Requirements.
	4250 - Screening.
	4260 - Application.

	4300 - Asphalt Plants.
	4310 - Special Permit.

	4400 - Flood Hazard Overlay District (FHOD)
	4410 - Purpose.
	4420 - Location.
	4430 - Definitions.
	4440 - Procedures.
	4450 - General Standards.
	4460 - Utilities in the FHOD.
	4470 - Stored Materials.
	4480 - Development Standards in the A, AI, A9 and All Zones Designated on the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM).
	4490 - Development Standards in the V9  and V14 Zones Designated on the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM).

	4500 - Downtown Business Overlay District (DBOD).
	4510 - Purpose.
	4520 - Location.
	4530 - Definitions.
	4540 - Front Yard.
	4550 - Special Permit.
	4560 - Special Permit Application.
	4570 - Action by the Zoning Board of Appeals.

	4600 - Working Waterfront Overlay District.
	4700 - Assisted and Independent Living Facilities.
	4710 - Purpose.
	4720 - Definitions.
	4730 - Special Permit.
	4740 - Application.
	4750 - Standards.
	4760 - Conversion of Existing Structures.
	4770 - Action by the Planning Board.

	4800 - Motor Vehicle Light Service and Repair.
	4810 - General.
	4820 - Permit Required.
	4830 - Procedures.
	4840 - Parking.
	4850 - Special Permit Required.

	4900 - Wireless Communications Facilities (WCF).
	4910 - Purpose.
	4920 - Location.
	4930 - Submittal Requirements.
	4940 - Special Permit.
	4950 - Conditions.

	4100A - Wamsutta Mill Overlay District (WMOD).
	4110A - Purpose.
	4120A - Location.
	4130A - Definitions.
	4140A - Front Yard.
	4150A - Special Permit.
	4160A - Special Permit Application.
	4170A - Action by the Zoning Board of Appeals.

	4200A - Riverside Avenue Mill Overlay District (RAMOD)
	4210A - Purpose.
	4220A - Location.
	4230A - Definitions.
	4240A - Front Yard.
	4250A - Special Permit.
	4260A - Special Permit Application.
	4270A - Action by the Zoning Board of Appeals.

	4300A - Cove Street Mill Overlay District (COSMOD)
	4310A - Purpose
	4320A - Location
	4330A - Definitions.
	4340A - Front Yard.
	4350A - Special Permit.
	4360A - Special Permit Application.
	4370A - Action by the Zoning Board of Appeals.

	4400A - Mott - David - Ruth Mill Overlay District (MDRMOD)
	4410A - Purpose.
	4420A - Location.
	4430A - Definitions.
	4440A - Front Yard.
	4450A - Special Permit.
	4460A - Special Permit Application.
	4470A - Action by the Zoning Board of Appeals.

	4500A - Soule Mill Overlay District
	4510A - Purpose
	4520A - Location
	4530A- Definitions
	4540A- Front Yard Requirements
	4550A - Special Permit 
	4560A - Special Permit Application
	4570A - Action by the Zoning Board of Appeals


	Section 5000 - Administration and Procedures.
	5100 - Administration.
	5110 - Permits.
	5120 - Enforcement.
	5130 - Penalties.

	5200 - Zoning Board of Appeals.
	5210 - Establishment.
	5220 - Powers.
	5230 - Regulations.
	5240 - Fees.

	5300 - Special Permits.
	5310 - Special Permit Granting Authority.
	5320 - Criteria.
	5330 - Procedures.
	5340 - Plans.
	5350 - Development Impact Statement (DIS).
	5360 - Conditions.
	5370 - Lapse.
	5380 - Regulations.
	5390 - Fees.

	5400 - Site Plan Review.
	5410 - Purpose.
	5420 - Applicability.
	5430 - Procedures.
	5440 - Preparation of Plans.
	5450 - Contents of Plan.
	5460 - Waivers.
	5470 - Approval.
	5480 - Lapse.
	5490 - Regulations.
	5490A - Fee.
	5490B - Appeal.

	5500 - Amendments.
	5510 - Amendment Advertising.

	5600 - Applicability.
	5610 - Other laws.
	5620 - Conformance.

	5700 - Planning Moratorium
	5710 - Moratorium on used car sales permits.

	5800 - 8999 - Reserved.
	9000 - Separability.

	Appendix A - Table of Principal Use Regulations.
	Appendix B - Table of Dimensional Regulations.
	Appendix C - Table of Parking and Loading Requirements.

	Chapter 10 - Finance; Taxation; Property
	Article I - In General
	Sec. 10-1 - Fiscal year.
	Sec. 10-2 - Custody of official bonds.
	Sec. 10-3 - Execution of deeds, etc.
	Sec. 10-4 - City Auditor - Appointment.
	Sec. 10-5 - Same - Bond.
	Sec. 10-6 - Same - Assistant.
	Sec. 10-7 - Same - Duties.
	Sec. 10-8 - Same - Annual report to city council.
	Sec. 10-9 - Annual statement and account of treasurer.
	Sec. 10-10 - Payments to treasurer - Money received by officers; recording; reports to auditor.
	Sec. 10-11 - Same - Fees, charges and commissions.
	Sec. 10-12 - Accounts due city to be payable to city.
	Sec. 10-13 - Collector to collect accounts.
	Sec. 10-14 - Certification of appropriation orders.
	Sec. 10-15 - Notification of authorization of expenditures, appropriations, transfers and accounts.
	Sec. 10-16 - Notification to director of accounts of authorization of debt.
	Sec. 10-17 - Notification of certification and/or approval of expenditures.
	Sec. 10-18 - Notification of exhaustion of appropriation; claims not allowed afterwards.
	Sec. 10-19 - Funding of new programs.
	Sec. 10-20 - Transfer of funds.
	Sec. 10-21 - Unappropriated funds.
	Sec. 10-22 - Receipt and disposition of dog funds.
	Sec. 10-23 - Approval by auditor of bills, accounts and claims.
	Sec. 10-24 - Authority of treasurer to pay warrants, bonds and certificates.
	Sec. 10-25 - General procedure for payment of bills, accounts, payrolls and claims.
	Sec. 10-26 - Certification of the payment of bills for purposes authorized.
	Sec. 10-27 - Payments on tenth of month; exceptions.
	Sec. 10-28 - Payments of accounts and claims on auditor's orders.
	Sec. 10-29 - Discounting bills, accounts and claims.
	Sec. 10-30 - Reports of payments to auditor and committee on audit.
	Sec. 10-31 - Sand, gravel, motor fuel and oil, heating fuel - Estimates of requirements.
	Sec. 10-32 - Same - Specifications to be prepared.
	Sec. 10-33 - Same - Requisitions.
	Sec. 10-34 - Successful bidder to furnish bond.
	Sec. 10-35 - Advances to heads of departments.
	Sec. 10-36 - Reports of bills and claims, memoranda; water bills.
	Sec. 10-37 - Labor, etc., for other than municipal undertakings.
	Sec. 10-38 - Weekly payment of salaries.
	Sec. 10-39 - Payroll deductions - Hospital service.
	Sec. 10-40 - Same - Life and accident coverage.
	Sec. 10-41 - Same - Community chests or united funds.
	Sec. 10-42 - Same - Union dues.
	Sec. 10-43 - City vehicles - Lettering.
	Sec. 10-44 - Same - Official use only.
	Sec. 10-45 - Grant or renewal of license as affected by nonpayment of local taxes, fees, etc.; ordinance; exceptions. 
	Sec. 10-46 - Hotels, motels, lodging houses and bed and breakfast establishments; excise tax.
	Sec. 10-47 - 10-49 - Reserved.

	Article II - Purchasing
	Sec. 10-50 - Department established within executive department.
	Sec. 10-51 - Purchasing agent - Appointment; qualifications.
	Sec. 10-52 - Same - Term of office; compensation as fixed.
	Sec. 10-53 - Same - Bond.
	Sec. 10-54 - Same - Powers and duties.
	Sec. 10-55 - Same - Annual Report.
	Sec. 10-56 - Departmental estimates.
	Sec. 10-57 - Requisitions
	Sec. 10-58 - Emergency purchases.
	Sec. 10-59 - Filing of contracts by officers.
	Sec. 10-60 - Exercise of authority to conform with all legal requirements.
	Sec. 10-61 - Contracts in writing, competitive bids required; execution.
	Sec. 10-62 - Competitive bid procedures; contracts less than twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000.00).
	Sec. 10-63 - Competitive sealed bidding procedures and competitive sealed proposals; manner of bidding.
	Sec. 10-64 - Specifications to allow open competition.
	Sec. 10-65 - Splitting of contract prohibited.
	Sec. 10-66 - Bonds - Required on contracts for public works.
	Sec. 10-67 - Same - Contracts amounting to ten thousand dollars.
	Sec. 10-68 - Same - Cash or surety company; approval by city solicitor.
	Sec. 10-69 - Forfeiture clause in public building contracts.
	Sec. 10-70 - Prevailing wages to be paid.
	Sec. 10-71 - Trade-in values.
	Sec. 10-72 - Bills for servicing city-owned vehicles.
	Sec. 10-73 - Purchase of books and instructional items for schools or library.
	Sec. 10-74 - 10-75 - Reserved.
	Sec. 10-76 - Residency requirements for certain city-supported construction projects.
	Sec. 10-76.1 - Same - Definition.
	Sec. 10-76.2 - Same - Administration and enforcement.
	Sec. 10-76.3 - Same - Contractor's duties.
	Sec. 10-76.4 - Same - Penalties.
	Sec. 10-77 - Obligations of contractors for bidding.
	Sec. 10-78 - 10-79 - Reserved.

	Article III - Board of Assessors
	Sec. 10-80 - Election; term.
	Sec. 10-81 - Oath.
	Sec. 10-82 - Organization.
	Sec. 10-83 - Vacancy on board.
	Sec. 10-84 - Making out and delivery of tax lists.
	Sec. 10-85 - Statement of amount of tax lists to be given auditor.
	Sec. 10-86 - Tax bills.
	Sec. 10-87 - Summons from collector when taxes not paid.
	Sec. 10-88 - Report of estates improved by betterments.
	Sec. 10-89 - Certificate of abatement forwarded to collector.
	Sec. 10-90 - Salary of the board of assessors.
	Sec. 10-91 - Administrative Assistant to the Board of Assessors; duties, responsibilities.
	Sec. 10-92 - Appointment; term; qualification of administrative assistant.
	Sec. 10-93 - Department open.
	Sec. 10-94 - 10-99 - Reserved.

	Article IV - Bequests, Gifts and Trust Funds
	Sec. 10-100 - Board of trustees - General.
	Sec. 10-101 - Same - Duty.
	Sec. 10-102 - Same - Reports to council.
	Sec. 10-103 - Treasurer of bequests, gifts and trust funds.
	Sec. 10-104 - Designation of certain bequests.
	Sec. 10-105 - Expenditures of certain bequests by library trustees.
	Sec. 10-106 - Elizabeth B. Mackie Fund.
	Sec. 10-107 - Ellen R. Hathaway Playground Fund - Acceptance by city.
	Sec. 10-108 - Same - Authority of board.
	Sec. 10-109 - Frederick Slocum Allen Fund.
	Sec. 10-110 - Florence L. Waite Fund.
	Sec. 10-111 - William L. R. Gifford Fund.
	Sec. 10-112 - Elizabeth C. Carter Brooks Prize Fund.
	Sec. 10-113 - Elwyn G. Campbell Teacher Scholarship Fund - Initial gift.
	Sec. 10-114 - Same - Additional gift.
	Sec. 10-115 - Patty Wilcox Fund.
	Sec. 10-116 - Etta M. Abbott Smead, Cook School Fund.
	Sec. 10-117 - Susan G. W. Jones Fund.
	Sec. 10-118 - Beatrice Cassie Mosgrove Fund.
	Sec. 10-119 - Edith C. Wollison Memorial Fund.
	Sec. 10-120 - A. Melissa Girrioer Fund.
	Sec. 10-121 - Bernard A. Perry Fund.
	Sec. 10-122 - Ida Tucker Fund.
	Sec. 10-123 - Concerned Parents of Taylor School Scholarship Trust Fund.
	Sec. 10-124 - Olive King Grimes Fund.
	Sec. 10-125 - Mary C. Miranda Fund.


	Chapter 11 - Fire Prevention
	Sec. 11-1 - Code - Adopted.
	Sec. 11-2 - Same - Definitions.
	Sec. 11-3 - Same - Modifications.
	Sec. 11-4 - Same - Penalties.
	Sec. 11-5 - Establishment and duties of bureau of fire prevention.
	Sec. 11-6 - New materials, processes or occupancies which may require permits.
	Sec. 11-7 - Appeals.
	Sec. 11-8 - Establishment of limits of districts in which storage of explosives and blasting agents, and of flammable liquids in outside above ground tanks is to be prohibited.
	Sec. 11-9 - Establishment of limits in which bulk storage of liquefied petroleum gases is to be restricted.
	Sec. 11-10 - Establishment of motor vehicle routes for vehicles transporting explosives, blasting agents, hazardous chemicals or other dangerous articles.
	Sec. 11-11 - Establishment of fire lanes on private property devoted to public use.
	Sec. 11-12 - Home oxygen services.

	Chapter 12 - Health and Sanitation
	Article I - In General
	Sec. 12-1 - Board of health - Membership; term.
	Sec. 12-2 - Same - Compensation as fixed.
	Sec. 12-3 - Same - Removal of members.
	Sec. 12-4 - Same - Powers and responsibilities.
	Sec. 12-5 - Same - Investigation of nuisances.
	Sec. 12-6 - Same - Investigation of abuse or damage to environment.
	Sec. 12-7 - City physician - Appointment.
	Sec. 12-8 - Same - Duties relating to contagious diseases.
	Sec. 12-9 - Same - Other professional services.
	Sec. 12-10 - Revocation of acceptance of "Health Department Act."
	Sec. 12-11 - 12-19 - Reserved.

	Article II - Littering Generally
	Sec. 12-20 - Definitions.
	Sec. 12-21 - Litter in public places.
	Sec. 12-22 - Placement of litter in receptables so as to prevent scattering.
	Sec. 12-23 - Sweeping litter into gutters, streets, etc., prohibited.
	Sec. 12-24 - Merchants' duty to keep sidewalks free of litter.
	Sec. 12-25 - Litter thrown by persons in vehicles.
	Sec. 12-26 - Truckloads causing litter.
	Sec. 12-27 - Litter in parks.
	Sec. 12-28 - Litter in lakes and fountains.
	Sec. 12-29 - Throwing or distributing commercial handbills in public places.
	Sec. 12-30 - Placing commercial and noncommercial handbills on vehicles.
	Sec. 12-31 - Depositing commercial and noncommercial handbills on uninhabited or vacant premises.
	Sec. 12-32 - Prohibiting distribution of handbills where property posted.
	Sec. 12-33 - Distributing commercial and noncommercial handbills at inhabited private premises.
	Sec. 12-34 - Exemption for mail and newspapers.
	Sec. 12-35 - Dropping litter from aircraft.
	Sec. 12-36 - Posting notices prohibited.
	Sec. 12-37 - Litter on occupied private property.
	Sec. 12-38 - Owner to maintain premises free of litter.
	Sec. 12-39 - Litter on vacant lots.
	Sec. 12-40 - Recovery by city of expenses of litter removal.
	Sec. 12-41 - Clearing of litter from open private property by city.
	Sec. 12-42 - Emptying ash barrels, etc. on public ways.
	Sec. 12-43 - Emptying brine or impure water onto public ways.
	Sec. 12-44 - Placing dirt, etc., in drinking fountains.
	Sec. 12-45 - Placing refuse in sewers, etc.
	Sec. 12-46 - Burning of garbage.
	Sec. 12-47 - Penalties.
	Sec. 12-48 - Abandoned motor vehicles.


	Chapter 13 - Housing
	Sec. 13-1 - Housing authority - Composition; appointment; term; residence.
	Sec. 13-2 - Same - Removal of members.
	Sec. 13-3 - Same - Officers and employees.
	Sec. 13-4 - Same - Powers generally.
	Sec. 13-5 - Condominium conversion; removal of rental units from the market; definitions; notice; eviction; purchase; benefits; assistance and punishment; condominium reivew board.

	Chapter 14 - Library
	Sec. 14-1 - Board of trustees of the free public library - Composition.
	Sec. 14-2 - Same - Appointment; confirmation; terms.
	Sec. 14-3 - Same - Meetings; officers, committees.
	Sec. 14-4 - Same - Director; officers; staff; agents.
	Sec. 14-5 - Use of appropriations, grants, etc.
	Sec. 14-6 - Making regulations for care and management.
	Sec. 14-7 - Same - Annual report.

	Chapter 15 - Licenses and Permits; Business Regulations
	Article I - In General
	Sec. 15-1 - Granting and issuing authority delegated to city clerk; licensing board.
	Sec. 15-1.1 - Particular licenses and permits issued by city clerk; fees.
	Sec. 15-1.2 - Licenses and permits by the licensing board; fees.
	Sec. 15-2 - Advertising notice of application; deposit for cost.
	Sec. 15-3 - Investigation of applicant - Required.
	Sec. 15-4 - Same - Chief of police to assist.
	Sec. 15-5 - Ineligibility for license or permit; conviction of certain offenses.
	Sec. 15-6 - Same - Minors.
	Sec. 15-7 - Reference of application to mayor and city council.
	Sec. 15-8 - Term of license or permit.
	Sec. 15-9 - Transfer of license or permit.
	Sec. 15-10 - Revocation of license or permit - Authorized.
	Sec. 15-11 - Same - Grounds.
	Sec. 15-12 - Loudspeakers, sound trucks, etc.
	Sec. 15-13 - Commercial fishing vessels, selling of cargo regulated.
	Sec. 15-14 - Spray paint containers; sale; prohibition against to persons under age of eighteen years.
	Sec. 15-15 - 15-19 - Reserved.

	Article II - Mayor's Licenses
	Sec. 15-20 - Roller skating rinks, carousels, Ferris wheels - Authority to license; conditions.
	Sec. 15-21 - Same - Fee.
	Sec. 15-22 - Theatrical exhibitions.
	Sec. 15-23 - Sunday amusement licenses.
	Sec. 15-24 - 15-29 - Reserved.

	Article III - City Council's Licenses
	Sec. 15-30 - Temporary licenses for charitable purposes.
	Sec. 15-31 - Auctioneer license; fee; residence; term of license.
	Sec. 15-32 - Reserved.
	Sec. 15-33 - Pawnbrokers - Bond.
	Sec. 15-34 - Same - Signature, address and description of person selling.
	Sec. 15-35 - Same - Daily return.
	Sec. 15-36 - Same - Notice of circumstances indicating stolen property.
	Sec. 15-37 - Same - Dealing with minor.
	Sec. 15-38 - Junk, old metals and secondhand articles dealers - Residence requirement.
	Sec. 15-39 - Same - Record; identification sign.
	Sec. 15-40 - Same - Fire prevention precautions.
	Sec. 15-41 - Same - Dealing with minor; holding period.
	Sec. 15-42 - Same - Information in license.
	Sec. 15-43 - Same - Signature, etc., of seller; daily return; notice of suspected theft.
	Sec. 15-44 - Junk collectors and hawkers and peddlers of fruits and vegetables and fish - Residence of junk collectors and peddlers of fruits and vegetables; endorsement, display, etc., of license.
	Sec. 15-45 - Same - License as both junk collector and peddler of fruits and vegetables.
	Sec. 15-46 - 15-48 - Reserved.
	Sec. 15-49 - Same - Dealing with minor by junk collector.
	Sec. 15-50 - Violations by pawnbrokers, junk, etc., dealers - Fine; revocation of license.
	Sec. 15-51 - Same - Disqualification following revocation.
	Sec. 15-52 - Restrictions governing hawkers and peddlers.
	Sec. 15-53 - Billiards, pool, sippio, bowling - Hours for billards, pool, sippio.
	Sec. 15-54 - Same - Admitting minors.
	Sec. 15-55 - Same - Revocation of pool, billiard or sippio table licenses; penalty.
	Sec. 15-56 - Shooting galleries - Term of license; suspension, revocation.
	Sec. 15-57 - Same - Definition.
	Sec. 15-58 - Same - Bond.
	Sec. 15-59 - Same - Fees.
	Sec. 15-60 - Sunday sports.
	Sec. 15-61 - Petroleum products, etc. - Licenses authorized.
	Sec. 15-62 - Same - Fees for petroleum licenses.
	Sec. 15-63 - Same - Annual certificate of registration; fee.
	Sec. 15-64 - Shellfish - License or permit required; penalty; issuance; regulations authorized.
	Sec. 15-65 - Same - Designation of shellfish constables and wardens.
	Sec. 15-66 - Same - Suspension of licenses and permits.
	Sec. 15-67 - Same - Surrender of license or permit; ineligibility for renewal.
	Sec. 15-68 - Same - Interference with taking.
	Sec. 15-69 - Motor vehicle engine repair shops and motor vehicle auto body repair shops - License required.
	Sec. 15-69.1 - Same - Definitions.
	Sec. 15-69.2 - Same - License applications; fee.
	Sec. 15-69.3 - Same - Notice of license application; cost.
	Sec. 15-69.4 - Same - Hearing on application.
	Sec. 15-69.5 - Same - Grant of license; restrictions.
	Sec. 15-69.6 - Same - Posting of license.
	Sec. 15-69.7 - Same - Requirements; temporary exemption.
	Sec. 15-69.8 - Same - Termination of license upon transfer.
	Sec. 15-69.9 - Same - Fire hazards.
	Sec. 15-69.10 - Same - License renewal.
	Sec. 15-69.11 - Same - Revocation of license.
	Sec. 15-69.12 - Same - Penalty.
	Sec. 15-69-13 - Same - Enforcement.
	Sec. 15-70 - Transportation of mechanism for incineration and water treatment.
	Sec. 15-71 - 15-71.8 - Reserved.
	Sec. 15-72 - 15-79 - Reserved.

	Article IV - Weighers, Measurers and Surveyor of Commodities
	Sec. 15-80 - General - Appointment; qualification; term.
	Sec. 15-81 - Duties and obligations.
	Sec. 15-82 - Measurers of wood and bark; appointment, oath, term.
	Sec. 15-83 - Public weigher of fish - Appointment; term; bond.
	Sec. 15-84 - Same - Deputy weighers.
	Sec. 15-85 - Same - Conflict of interest.
	Sec. 15-85.1 - Same - Definitions; duties; fee; validaty.
	Sec. 15-86 - Sealer and deputy sealers - Appointment; salary; fees; accounting.
	Sec. 15-87 - Same - Certificate required for certain businesses.
	Sec. 15-88 - Fees of sealers; city council authoized to set.
	Sec. 15-89 - Reserved.

	Article V - Alcoholic Beverages
	Sec. 15-90 - Licensing Board - Constituted.
	Sec. 15-91 - Same - Qualifications of members.
	Sec. 15-92 - Same - Terms of office.
	Sec. 15-93 - Same - Removal of members.
	Sec. 15-94 - Same - Officers.
	Sec. 15-95 - Same - Quorum.
	Sec. 15-96 - Exclusion of minors from liquor establishments during entertainment.
	Sec. 15-97 - Same - Exceptions.


	Chapter 16 - Municipal Utilities and Services
	Article I - In General
	Sec. 16-1 - 16-19 - Reserved.

	Article II - Sewers and Drains
	Sec. 16-20 - Definitions.
	Sec. 16-21 - City Engineer to make and file construction plans and specifications; accounts of costs and expenses; memoranda as to assessments.
	Sec. 16-22 - Right of entry for testing, etc.
	Sec. 16-23 - Assessment for sewers.
	Sec. 16-24 - Building sewers and connections - Procedure.
	Sec. 16-25 - Same - Approval of connections; entrance fee as prerequisite to issuance of permit.
	Sec. 16-26 - Same - Entrance fees.
	Sec. 16-27 - Use of public sewers.
	Sec. 16-28 - Street openings not to interfere with drains or sewers.
	Sec. 16-29 - Damaging, etc., sewer works.
	Sec. 16-30 - Private drains and sewers - Repair or alteration.
	Sec. 16-31 - Same - Commissioner or employees alone to contruct private sewers in streets or dig up streets; exception.
	Sec. 16-32 - Industrial pretreatment and permit requirements.
	Sec. 16-33 - Sewer and drain construction; private contractors.
	Sec. 16-34 - Violations.
	Sec. 16-35 - Surcharges.
	Sec. 16-36 - Sewer Abatement for pretreatment initiatives.
	Sec. 16-37 - Grease traps and interceptors.
	Sec. 16-38 - This ordinance shall take effect in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 43 of the General Laws.
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	Article III - Water
	Sec. 16-40 - Water board - Composition.
	Sec. 16-41 - Same - Appointment and term.
	Sec. 16-42 - Same - Powers delegated by council.
	Sec. 16-43 - Same - Appointment of officers; compensation; hold during pleasure of board.
	Sec. 16-44 - Same - Organization meeting.
	Sec. 16-45 - Same - Recording officer.
	Sec. 16-46 - Same - Reports to city council.
	Sec. 16-47 - Duties of superintendent.
	Sec. 16-48 - Duties of registrar; right of entry, etc.
	Sec. 16-49 - Reports by superintendent and registrar.
	Sec. 16-50 - Disposal of personal property.
	Sec. 16-51 - Rules and regulations - Establishing by board.
	Sec. 16-52 - Same - Incorporation herein and in contracts, other regulations; reconnection charge.
	Sec. 16-53 - Application for, and furnishing of, service supplies and connections.
	Sec. 16-54 - Meters - Required; exceptions.
	Sec. 16-55 - Same - Approval by board; taker may purchase or rent.
	Sec. 16-56 - Same - Rental charges.
	Sec. 16-57 - Service charges generally - Schedule.
	Sec. 16-58 - Same - Billing; minimum charge.
	Sec. 16-59 - Same - Collection by city treasurer.
	Sec. 16-60 - Same - Delinquency; penalties; water shut-off.
	Sec. 16-61 - Same - Use of proceeds.
	Sec. 16-62 - Connection to underground heating, fire sprinkler, etc., systems - Inspection and approval required.
	Sec. 16-63 - Same - Forms; display of certificates.
	Sec. 16-64 - Same - Quarterly inspection; fee.
	Sec. 16-65 - Same - Shutting off water for violation.
	Sec. 16-66 - Damage, etc., to system; illegally taking water.
	Sec. 16-67 - Contamination; notification to city council.
	Sec. 16-68 - Water Enterprise Fund.
	Sec. 16-69 - Reserved.

	Article IV - Solid Waste Collection and Disposal
	Sec. 16-70 - Definitions.
	Sec. 16-71 - Administration - Officers designated; powers and duties; permit to use facility.
	Sec. 16-72 - Same - Authority of board of health preserved.
	Sec. 16-73 - No free service.
	Sec. 16-74 - Garbage, rubbish and ashes collection; duty of owners.
	Sec. 16-74.1 - Retail merchants; collection of ashes, garbage and rubbish.
	Sec. 16-75 - Garbage, rubbish, ashes, grass; receptacles.
	Sec. 16-76 - Branches, tree trimmings, etc.
	Sec. 16-77 - Deposit for collection of substances not defined as garbage, ashes or rubbish.
	Sec. 16-78 - Unauthorized removal or transporting.
	Sec. 16-79 - Refuse containers (roll-offs) - Permit required.
	Sec. 16-80 - Same - Application; terms.
	Sec. 16-81 - Same - Terms of permit.
	Sec. 16-82 - Same - Conditions of granting permits; fees.
	Sec. 16-83 - Reserved.

	Article V - Sewer Charges
	Sec. 16-90 - Definitions.
	Sec. 16-91 - Rates to be established.
	Sec. 16-91.1 - Privy, cesspool and septic tank contents receipt and disposal; charges.
	Sec. 16-92 - Appeals.
	Sec. 16-93 - Liens of charges.
	Sec. 16-94 - Rates and charges.
	Sec. 16-95 - Personnel.
	Sec. 16-96 - Wastewater Enterprise Fund.


	Chapter 17 - Offenses and Miscellaneous Provisions
	Sec. 17-1 - Disorderly conduct, language, etc.
	Sec. 17-2 - Invasion of privacy; peeping in windows.
	Sec. 17-3 - Indecent exposure - Bathing.
	Sec. 17-4 - Same - Dressing or undressing in vehicle.
	Sec. 17-5 - Graffiti, tagging, or defacing property.
	Sec. 17-6 - Malicious damage to public property.
	Sec. 17-7 - Discharging weapons, throwing of missiles, depositing stench bombs, etc.
	Sec. 17-8 - Carrying of over-sized safety pins.
	Sec. 17-9 - Obstructing pedestrians on sidewalks.
	Sec. 17-10 - Consuming or carrying alcoholic beverages.
	Sec. 17-11 - Storage or abandonment of certain refrigerators, or similar containers.
	Sec. 17-12 - Gambling; exposure of devices.
	Sec. 17-13 - Fictitious report of crime.
	Sec. 17-14 - Telephonic and burglar alarm systems.
	Sec. 17-15 - Noise.
	Sec. 17-16 - Loitering.
	Sec. 17-17 - Radios, tape players and other sound amplfication devices; regulations.
	Sec. 17-18 - Noncriminal disposition of violations of certain ordinances, rules and regulations.
	Sec. 17-19 - Prohibited sales of criminal trading cards.
	Sec. 17-20 - Interference with police officer; escape from custody.
	Sec. 17-21 - Criminal history background checks.
	Sec. 17-22 - Unlawful use of law enforcement clothing.
	Sec. 17-23 - Impoundment of vehicles used in the commission [of] certain violations.

	Chapter 18 - Parks and Recreation
	Sec. 18-1 - Board of park commissioners - Established.
	Sec. 18-2 - Same - Term.
	Sec. 18-3 - Same - Powers generally.
	Sec. 18-4 - Same - Custody of bathhouses.
	Sec. 18-5 - Same - Custody of rifle range, etc.
	Sec. 18-6 - Commission on recreation - Created; number, qualifications, appointment, compensation and term of members; officers.
	Sec. 18-7 - Same - Duties.
	Sec. 18-8 - Same - Annual report.
	Sec. 18-9 - Clerk.
	Sec. 18-10 - Deleted.
	Sec. 18-11 - Controlled substances in parks and recreation areas; violators banned.

	Chapter 19 - Personnel
	Article I - In General
	Sec. 19-1 - Department of personnel - Established; composition.
	Sec. 19-2 - Same - Appointment, term, qualifications, etc., of director, assistants and employees.
	Sec. 19-3 - Same - Duties of director.
	Sec. 19-4 - Same - Responsibility of mayor and city council.
	Sec. 19-5 - Same - Relationship with other city departments.
	Sec. 19-6 - Physical examination of prospective employees.
	Sec. 19-7 - Establishment of Unit C Classification and Salary Plan; procedures for step advancement.
	Sec. 19-7.1 - Compensation of employees as fixed.
	Sec. 19-8 - Overtime - Advance request.
	Sec. 19-9 - Same - Emergencies.
	Sec. 19-10 - Travel reimbursement.
	Sec. 19-11 - 19-19 - Reserved.

	Article II - Residence Requirement
	Sec. 19-20 - Definitions.
	Sec. 19-21 - Scope of requirement initially.
	Sec. 19-22 - Maintenance of list of subject personnel.
	Sec. 19-23 - Prerequisite to promotion.
	Sec. 19-24 - Certification to appointing authorities ahead of nonresidents.
	Sec. 19-25 - Waiver authorized.
	Sec. 19-26 - Filing certificate annually; dismissal of nonresidents.
	Sec. 19-27 - Validity.
	Sec. 19-28 - 19-29 - Reserved.

	Article III - Leaves of absence
	Division 1 - Generally
	Sec. 19-30 - Definitions.
	Sec. 19-31 - Legal holidays for certain employees.
	Sec. 19-32 - Payrolls to show absences; basis for extra pay.
	Sec. 19-33 - Compensatory leave - Authorized.
	Sec. 19-34 - Same - Public convenience determines.
	Sec. 19-35 - 19-39 - Reserved.

	Division 2 - Sick Leave
	Sec. 19-40 - Entitlement, accumulation, etc.
	Sec. 19-41 - Physician's certificate required.
	Sec. 19-42 - Not a bonus.
	Sec. 19-43 - Pregnancy.
	Sec. 19-44 - Military service.
	Sec. 19-45 - Exemptions.
	Sec. 19-46 - Record.
	Sec. 19-47 - 19-49 - Reserved.

	Division 3 - Vacation Leave
	Sec. 19-50 - Computation.
	Sec. 19-51 - Exceptions.
	Sec. 19-52 - Vacation schedules.
	Sec. 19-53 - Discretionary charges against sick leave.
	Sec. 19-54 - Payment in lieu of - Upon death of employee, authorized.
	Sec. 19-55 - Same - To beneficiaries or estate.
	Sec. 19-56 - Same - Upon termination of service without fault.
	Sec. 19-57 - Same - Not for resignation or dismissal for cause.
	Sec. 19-58 - Reinstated employees.
	Sec. 19-59 - Credits shall accrue during leave with pay or for industrial accident leave.
	Sec. 19-60 - Absence without pay.
	Sec. 19-61 - Advances of vacation pay.
	Sec. 19-62 - Department record.
	Sec. 19-63 - 19-69 - Reserved.


	Article IV - Retirement
	Sec. 19-70 - Board - Composition.
	Sec. 19-71 - Same - Compensation.
	Sec. 19-72 - Same - Meetings.
	Sec. 19-73 - Same - Duties.
	Sec. 19-74 - Same - Annual statement to members.
	Sec. 19-75 - 19-79 - Reserved.

	Article V - Public Safety
	Division 1 - Generally
	Sec. 19-80 - Compensation; holiday pay.
	Sec. 19-81 - Vacations.
	Sec. 19-82 - 19-89 - Reserved.

	Division 2 - Police Department
	Sec. 19-90 - Composition.
	Sec. 19-91 - Duties of chief generally.
	Sec. 19-92 - Approval of bills by chief.
	Sec. 19-93 - Appointments generally.
	Sec. 19-94 - Records of business and prosecutions.
	Sec. 19-95 - Devotion of entire time to duties.
	Sec. 19-96 - Rules and regulations by mayor and city council.
	Sec. 19-97 - Leave of absence without pay; extended absence from duty.
	Sec. 19-98 - Police work at dances, carnivals, etc.
	Sec. 19-99 - Constables - Appointment; term; removal.
	Sec. 19-100 - Same - License fees; applications; investigations; bond required.
	Sec. 19-101 - Same - Powers; identification.
	Sec. 19-102 - Keeper of the lockup - appointment; acceptance; oath; term.
	Sec. 19-103 - Same - Lockup to be accessible to officers.
	Sec. 19-104 - Same - Charge for use of lockup.
	Sec. 19-105 - Auxiliary police.
	Sec. 19-106 - Special police officers - Qualifications; appointment; functions.
	Sec. 19-107 - Reserved.
	Sec. 19-108 - Same - Form of application for appointment.
	Sec. 19-109 - Same - Term; revocation or cancellation of appointment; license fee.
	Sec. 19-110 - Same - Reference of application to chief of police.
	Sec. 19-111 - Same - Confined to place of employment on application; notification of resignation or removal; badges, etc.
	Sec. 19-112 - Police cadet program - Appointment; qualifications; restrictions.
	Sec. 19-113 - Same - Compensation; benefits, etc.
	Sec. 19-114 - Same - Duties and functions.
	Sec. 19-115 - Same - Termination of appointment.
	Sec. 19-116 - Discipline.
	Sec. 19-117 - Aid to other cities.
	Sec. 19-118 - 19-119 - Reserved.

	Division 3 - Fire Department
	Sec. 19-120 - Composition; executive head.
	Sec. 19-121 - Appointment - chief, deputy chiefs, district chief.
	Sec. 19-122 - Duties of chief - Generally.
	Sec. 19-123 - Same - Organization and rules.
	Sec. 19-124 - Same - Appointments, promotions, removals, etc.
	Sec. 19-125 - Same - Records; reports.
	Sec. 19-126 - Duties of deputy chiefs and district chiefs.
	Sec. 19-127 - Chaplains.
	Sec. 19-128 - Forest warden - Appointment.
	Sec. 19-129 - Same - Eligibility.
	Sec. 19-130 - Protecting society - Established; duty.
	Sec. 19-131 - Same - Election of officers.
	Sec. 19-132 - Same - Rules and regulations.
	Sec. 19-133 - Construction of buildings; fire prevention.
	Sec. 19-134 - Outside aid.

	Division 4 - Emergency Medical Services
	Sec. 19-135 - Department established within executive department.
	Sec. 19-135.1 - Filling vacancies.
	Sec. 19-135.2 - Duties of the director - generally.
	Sec. 19-135.3 - Same - Organization and rules; appointment, promotions and removal.
	Sec. 19-135.4 - Same - Records; reports.
	Sec. 19-135.5 - Same - Outside aid.
	Sec. 19-136 - 19-139 - Reserved.



	Chapter 20 - Planning and Development
	Sec. 20-1 - Planning board - Composition, appointment.
	Sec. 20-2 - Same - Presiding officer; compensation.
	Sec. 20-3 - Same - Duties.
	Sec. 20-4 - Same - Cooperation of city departments.
	Sec. 20-5 - Same - Reports.
	Sec. 20-6 - City planning department established; composition.
	Sec. 20-7 - City planner - Function; appointment; residence; removal; qualifications; term; compensation as fixed.
	Sec. 20-8 - Same - Powers and duties; acting as consultant.
	Sec. 20-9 - Same - Cooperation of other departments.
	Sec. 20-10 - Same - Assistant city planners; appointment; compensation; term; duties.
	Sec. 20-11 - Development and industrial commission - Established; purposes; powers.
	Sec. 20-12 - Same - Advise to board of appeals.
	Sec. 20-13 - Same - Membership.

	Chapter 21 - Schools
	Sec. 21-1 - School committee.

	Chapter 22 - Streets, Sidewalks and Other Public Ways; Public Works
	Article 1 - In General
	Sec. 22-1 - Control of mayor and council - Generally.
	Sec. 22-2 - Same - Sidewalk contruction, etc., wheelchair ramps.
	Sec. 22-3 - Change of, or assigning, name or street.
	Sec. 22-4 - Bonfires.
	Sec. 22-5 - Drainage onto streets - Buildings not to shed water.
	Sec. 22-6 - Same - Washing windows.
	Sec. 22-7 - Removing material.
	Sec. 22-8 - Prohibited obstructions - Doorsteps, porches, passageways, etc.
	Sec. 22-9 - Same - With trucks, barrels, boxes, etc.
	Sec. 22-10 - Same - With firewood, coal, etc.
	Sec. 22-11 - Same - Defacing or obstructing bridges.
	Sec. 22-12 - Same - Barriers or fences when excavations made near street.
	Sec. 22-13 - Advertising on trees, poles, etc.
	Sec. 22-14 - Tobacco products; distribution in public places; penalty.
	Sec. 22-15 - Snow and ice - removal from sidewalks; required.
	Sec. 22-16 - Same - Removing vehicle interfering with removal.
	Sec. 22-17 - Same - Placing in streets or on bridges.
	Sec. 22-18 - Removal of grass, bushes, weeds, etc.
	Sec. 22-19 - 22-29 - Reserved.

	Article II - Construction and Maintenance
	Sec. 22-30 - 22-32 - Reserved.
	Sec. 22-33 - Construction of Streets - Plans to be submitted.
	Sec. 22-34 - Same - Public hearing.
	Sec. 22-35 - Promulgation of rules and regulations and establishing fees by city engineer; requirements.
	Sec. 22-36 - Rules and regulations for construction within public rights-of-way.
	Sec. 22-37 - Permit to disturb surface - Required; emergencies.
	Sec. 22-38 - Same - Terms.
	Sec. 22-39 - Same - Conditions of granting.
	Sec. 22-40 - Same - Provisional.
	Sec. 22-41 - Same - Revocation.
	Sec. 22-42 - Indemnification of city; insurance.
	Sec. 22-42.1 - Fee for permit to disturb surface.
	Sec. 22-43 - Driveways, curbing cuts, etc. - Filing petitions; granting, etc.
	Sec. 22-44 - Same - Performance of work.
	Sec. 22-45 - 22-49 - Reserved.

	Article III - Permits for Moving Buildings and Obstruction Streets.
	Sec. 22-50 - Application - For moving buildings.
	Sec. 22-51 - Same - For obstruction.
	Sec. 22-52 - Terms of permits - For moving buildings.
	Sec. 22-53 - Same - For obstructions.
	Sec. 22-54 - Fee.
	Sec. 22-55 - Permits to be issued by city clerk; hearing on denial.
	Sec. 22-56 - Approval of poles, obstructions, etc., generally.
	Sec. 22-57 - Approval of bond prerequisite to permit.
	Sec. 22-58 - Limitation on use of moving permit; no fee rebate.
	Sec. 22-59 - Revocation of permits.
	Sec. 22-60 - Permit holders to observe instructions of city engineer.
	Sec. 22-61 - Notice to be posted on obstruction.
	Sec. 22-62 - Restoration in case of damage; indemnifying city; form of bond.
	Sec. 22-63 - 22-69 - Reserved.

	Article IV - Projections into Streets or Sidewalks
	Sec. 22-70 - Permit required.
	Sec. 22-71 - Terms of permit.
	Sec. 22-72 - Conditions in granting.
	Sec. 22-73 - Fees.


	Chapter 23 - Traffic
	Article I - In General
	Sec. 23-1 - Parking supervisor program - Appointment; residence; restrictions.
	Sec. 23-2 - Same - Compensation, etc.
	Sec. 23-3 - Same - Removal.
	Sec. 23-4 - Same - Duties and functions.
	Sec. 23-5 - School traffic committee; membership.
	Sec. 23-6 - School crossing coordinator; appointment, duties and functions.
	Sec. 23-7 - Traffic congestion areas.
	Sec. 23-8 - Vehicles obstructing streets and fire lanes.
	Sec. 23-9 - Playing games, etc.
	Sec. 23-10 - Vehicles, etc., on sidewalks; blocking crosswalk - Prohibited.
	Sec. 23-11 - Same - Fine for riding bicycle on sidewalk.
	Sec. 23-12 - Riding on handlebars, etc., of bicycle or motorcycle.
	Sec. 23-13 - Clinging to moving vehicles.
	Sec. 23-14 - Parade permit.
	Sec. 23-15 - Riding on parts of vehicle not intended for passengers.
	Sec. 23-16 - Alighting from moving vehicle.
	Sec. 23-17 - Using vehicle for display of advertising.
	Sec. 23-18 - Soliciting Rides.
	Sec. 23-19 - Parking vehicle for sale or repqir.
	Sec. 23-20 - Parking during emergencies; removal.
	Sec. 23-21 - Parking areas for vehicles of disabled veterans or handicapped persons; signs; penalties.
	Sec. 23-22 - Trailers and structures unattached on public ways; penalties.
	Sec. 23-23 - Heavy truck parking in residential zones.
	Sec. 23-24 - Solicitation of contributions on public ways.
	Sec. 23-25 - Motorized scooter; prohibition.
	Sec. 23-26 - 23-29 - Reserved.

	Article II - Parking Meters
	Sec. 23-30 - Definitions.
	Sec. 23-31 - Acquisition, etc., of meters.
	Sec. 23-32 - Parking meter spaces.
	Sec. 23-33 - Meter operation.
	Sec. 23-34 - Manner of parking.
	Sec. 23-35 - Deposit of coins; maximum parking time.
	Sec. 23-36 - Collection from meters.
	Sec. 23-37 - Other traffic regulations.
	Sec. 23-38 - Use of revenue.
	Sec. 23-39 - Parking beyond legal limit.
	Sec. 23-40 - Prima facie evidence of violation.
	Sec. 23-41 - Tampering; slugs, etc.
	Sec. 23-42 - Paraplegics exempt.
	Sec. 23-43 - Commercial vehicles; loading, etc.
	Sec. 23-44 - Metered municipally-owned parking lots, establishment, etc.
	Sec. 23-45 - Same - Custody.
	Sec. 23-46 - Enforcement.
	Sec. 23-47 - Penalties.


	Chapter 24 - Vehicles for Hire
	Sec. 24-1 - License required.
	Sec. 24-2 - Licensing authority.
	Sec. 24-3 - Classes of vehicles.
	Sec. 24-4 - Application for license; information.
	Sec. 24-5 - Investigation.
	Sec. 24-6 - Issuance of licenses.
	Sec. 24-7 - Limitation on number of licenses.
	Sec. 24-8 - Fee and identification cards.
	Sec. 24-9 - Term of licenses.
	Sec. 24-10 - Insurance.
	Sec. 24-11 - Class A licenses posted; fixed routes prohibited; cleanliness; number of passengers.
	Sec. 24-12 - Transfer of license.
	Sec. 24-13 - Renewal of class A and class B licenses.
	Sec. 24-14 - Lettering class A vehicles.
	Sec. 24-15 - Taximeters; rates.
	Sec. 24-16 - Stopping for passengers; public stands.
	Sec. 24-17 - Drivers' licenses - Required.
	Sec. 24-18 - Same - Application; photograph; renewals.
	Sec. 24-19 - Same - Qualifications.
	Sec. 24-20 - Same - Form; expiration, automatic suspension.
	Sec. 24-21 - Same - Badges.
	Sec. 24-22 - Same - Fees.
	Sec. 24-23 - Notice by driver of change of employer; notice of - resignation or dismissal.
	Sec. 24-24 - Regulation of drivers.
	Sec. 24-25 - Inspection and supervision; suspension of license authorized.
	Sec. 24-26 - Suspension or revocation of license - Generally.
	Sec. 24-27 - Same - Revocation upon conviction of licensee.
	Sec. 24-28 - Identification plate.
	Sec. 24-29 - Medallion.

	Chapter 25 - Veterans
	Sec. 25-1 - Director of veterans' services - Appointment.
	Sec. 25-2 - Same - Head of department of veterans' services.
	Sec. 25-3 - Same - Establishing and maintaining an honor roll.
	Sec. 25-4 - Veterans' agent - Appointment.
	Sec. 25-5 - Same - Investigations of claims.
	Sec. 25-6 - Same - Recording discharges, etc.
	Sec. 25-7 - Same - As burial agent.
	Sec. 25-8 - Veterans' graves officer - Appointment.
	Sec. 25-9 - Same - Appropriation for care.
	Sec. 25-10 - Veterans advisory board - Appointment, qualifications, and compensation of members.
	Sec. 25-11 - Same - Duties.
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